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INTRODUCTION. 



On the first appearance of the 
Hebrew Review, it will 'naturally 
be expected that the Editors should 
give some account of the motives 
that have induced them to under- 
take this publication ; and of the 
plan and intention according to 
which they propose to conduct it. 
We, therefore, deem it our duty 
to crave the attention of our readers 
to a few preliminary remarks of our 
own, ere we introduce to them the 
great men whose works our pages 
will interpret. 

The Jewish nation, dispersed over 
the face of the whole earth, is more 
generally known, and less correctly 
appreciated, than perhaps any other 
nation on the globe. For in what 
does the knowledge of them con- 
sist? In characterizing them as a 
people exclusively devoted to the 
pursuit of gain : And the prejudices 
that have been raised against them, 
by ignorance and fanaticism, have 
prevented mankind from doing 
them the justice, to ascribe this blot 
on their character to its true cause, 
— the oppression and degradation, 
which, during a succession of cen- 
turies, it has been their lot to ex- 
perience, at the hands of every peo- 
ple among whom they have been 
thrown. Their history proves, that 
this trait was not originally in their 
character; that it has been forced 
on them by circumstances; that 
they are supremely gifted with in- 
tellectual powers of the first order ; 
that, even whilst groaning under 
the most tyrannic oppression, they 
have never been without men, pre- 
eminently able to instruct and im- 
prove the human mind ; that this 
people, contemned as disdaining to 
exert their intellectual powers for 
any object save the accumulation 
of wealth, has at all times and in 
all ages evinced a profound venera- 



tion for learning,and an eager thirst 
for the acquirement of true know- 
ledge, — that knowledge which leads 
mankind to happiness ih this, and 
prepares them for it in a future 
state ; and that they possess as ex- 
tensive a literature, upon the sub- 
jects connected with that important 
inquiry, as any nation that ever ex- 
isted; — a literature which we may 
justly characterize, as expressing the 
profoundest thoughts, the most pious 
sentiments, and the best precepts 
for regulating the conduct of man. 

Here the reader, unacquainted 
hitherto with these writings, will 
naturally put the question, "How 
happens it that these treasures have, 
up to the present day, remained 
buried in the bosom of the Jewish 
people ? Why have they not been 
promulgated among mankind ?" The 
answers to these questions require, 
that we should enter into some de- 
tails and explanations, which we 
trust will satisfy the inquirer, that 
it was not from any defect in their 
intrinsic worth that they have so 
long remained unknown. 

The chief cause, — a cause the 
origin of which dates from the re- 
motest antiquity, and which con- 
tinued in its effects till the middle 
of the last century, — is the extreme 
jealousy with which the Jews 
guarded their literature. There are 
few who have read the Scriptures, 
or even ancient history, but must 
have observed, that, at the time the 
Jews dwelt 'in their own land, 
and were .in the full enjoyment of 
their peculiar laws and precepts, the 
grossest ignorance on true religion 
prevailed among all other nations; 
and that the darkness which over- 
spread their minds grew thicker and 
thicker. Numerous instances of 
the inability of other nations to un- 
derstand the pure doctrines of the 
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Israelites^ occur in -the Scriptures ; 
and if we refer to profane nistory, 
we discover that the refined Greeks, 
and powerful Romans, were equally 
unable to comprehend the strict mo- 
notheism of the Jews, and the im- 
materiality of the Deity. The laws 
of the Jews, in order to be properly 
understood, required instruction ; 
which, however willing to afford to 
the individual who came in single- 
ness of heart to seek and to worship 
the great God of Israel, they were 
not commanded to bestow on nations, 
immersed in the intoxicating sensua- 
lity of idolatrous observances. What, 
then, remained for the Jews to do ? 
Appointed by their Creator the guar- 
dians of his laws, the depositories 
of his will, would they have been 
justified in putting into the profane 
hands of scofifers the inestimable 
treasures of which they were pos- 
sessed ? The result of experience 
dictated the reverse : When Ptolemy 
Philadelphus caused the translation 
of the Pentateuch, known as that of 
the Greek Septuagint, to be under- 
taken, it called for this remark in 
the Talmud, ** It was a day as fatal 
to Israel as that on which the golden 
calf was made." ♦ 

If such were the motives of the 
Jews in times of remote antiquity, 
the reasons which in later ages com- 
pelled them to continue the same 
reserve, though of a different nature, 
were not less forcible. Driven from 
their holy citv and land, their temple 
destroyed, tnemselves scattered and 
dispersed among the nations, [they 
were, and in many places still are, 
treated with the greatest contumely 
and oppression. The superstition 
of the middle ages caused the Rab- 
bies to be looked upon as sorcerers, 
and their writings as inspired by the 
evil spirit, A Papal Bull condemned 
all those who should promulgate the 
learning of the Talmud. And though 
the Rabbies might not entertain any 
very great fear of the ^iritual tor- 
ments which this Bull denounced, 
prudence would dictate to them not 
to provoke the temporal punishment 
that it enacted against them. Their 
duty as instructors of theu* nation 
did not, however, permit them to re- 

• Talmud, treatise, Megillu, folio. 



main silent or inactive ; and, accord- 
ingly they wrote, and wrote much ; 
but it was in a language, which 
at that time few but those of their 
own nation studied, and with which, 
to the present day, not many others 
are conversant. It is true, that the 
Reformation effected a great revolu- 
tion in men's minds and opinions : 
But though this event deprived Pa- 
pal Bulls of their power and in- 
fluence in many places, to the Jews 
it brought nu addiiional security, no 
inducement to depart from the sys- 
tem of reserve they had persevered 
in for ages. However manfully 
Martin Luther strove to cast off his 
Monkish errors and superstitions, 
there was one taint of the old leaven 
which remained by him, — his hatred 
' of the Jews. He studied and knew 
Hebrew, as his translation of the 
Bible manifests : But the Rabbies 
found no favour in his sight ; and 
when he counsels his disciples ** to 
raze their synagogues and burn 
their books," the lUibbies had just 
cause to dread the effect of such ad- 
vice, coming from the great apostle 
of the Reformation. 

But time, the greatest of all inno- 
vators, the slow and silent, but stea- 
dy and beneficial, progress of reason, 
have wrought a change in men's 
ideas on this subject, as on most 
others. The causes that operated on 
the Israelites of yore have either al- 
together ceased, or have undergone 
such mutations as to render an op- 
posite course the duty of the Israelites 
of the present day. Moses Mendels- 
sohn, of Berlin, was the first Jew, 
who, wishing to improve the social 
condition of ^ his people, in the latter 
half of the last century, translated 
parts of the sacred Scriptures, and 
of the literature of the Rabbies, into 
pure German ; and thus led the way 
to render the treasures of Hebrew 
literature more generally accessible. 
In this praiseworthy effort, he was 
seconded and succeeded, by Naphtaly 
Hertz Wessely, Joel Biel, David 
Friedlander, Itzig Eichel, and many 
others in Germany. A periodical, 
called the Measeph, was published in 
Berlin, devoted to the promulgation 
of Hebrew literature. It was succeeded 
by another, called the Shulamith> 
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devoted to the same object : But as 
both these periodicals were address- 
ed to Jews only, their influence ne- 
ver became sufficiently general ; and 
certainly did not extend to this 
country 5 where, with the exception 
of some translations by the late Da- 
vid Levy and Tobias Goodman, and 
the laudable labours of Professor 
Hurwitz, no efforts worth naming 
have been made by Jews to diffuse 
the knowledge of the writings of 
their learned and wise men. 

And yet in Britain, more than in 
any other land, it behoves the Israel- 
ite to unfold to the world the literary 
treasures of his nation ; and, in re- 
turn for the instruction the Rabbies 
will afford, to call upon mankind to 
render them that justice to which 
their merits and sentiments entitle 
them. Wherever the English lan- 
guage prevails, the Jew now happily 
dwells, under laws which extend 
their protection equally to all, with- 
out distinction of creeds or persons ; 
enjoys that undisturbed security 
which his fathers, for centuries, 
prayed for in vain ; and is allowed 
that free expression of thought, 
which, as oppressed exiles, they ne- 
ver even dared to hope for. Grati- 
tude towards the enlightened people 
among whom he dwells ; the wish 
to convince his fellow-citizens that 
he is not unworthy of the shelter and 
freedom afforded him, that the pre- 
cepts he obeys are fully calculated to 
enable him to return the benefits con- 
ferred upon him, by rendering him 
as useful and moral a member of 
that community as any other system 
of instruction is capable of doing; 
and, above all things, the desire to 
dissipate the remains of ancient pre- 
judices, which some interested men 
may still endeavour to keep alive ; — 
these are the motives which combine 
to make it the duty of Israelites, 
throughout the British dominions, to 
remove the veil which the prudence 
of former ages spread over their lite- 
rature ; but the continuing of which, 
at the present day, would be an in- 
justice to the spint of the age. 

This duty, then, it is our endea- 
vour to perform ; and we trust that 
our undertaking will have the ap- 
probation of every reflecting Israeli 
ite. He will perceive that we are ac- 



tuated by the same spirit, and guided 
by the same motives, that in former 
ages, and under different circum- 
stances, induced our ancestors to take 
an opposite course, namely, the de- 
sire to promote the welfare of the 
Israelites, and to strengthen the 
bonds of amity and concord between 
them and their countrymen of ano^ 
ther creed. Having thus explained 
the cause which prevented the litera- 
ture of the Hebrews from being gene- 
rally known, we owe it to ourselves 
to declare, that we are neither inno- 
vators nor reformers. We do not 
presmne to guide the opinions of our 
readers, or to arrogate to ourselves 
any right of dictation ; but, as the 
humble interpreters of the great 
lights of Israel; our duty is to inter- 
pret truly ; to give their very words 
whenever the idiom of the language 
permits ; and in no case to obtrude 
our own opinions, under the cloak 
and cover of theirs. 

As Jews, we have, from our earli- 
est infancy, been taught to consider 
the Rabbies and their writings as en- 
titled to our veneration. But, whilst 
the mature judgment of riper years 
has strengthened and confirmed that 
sentiment, we are free to confess that 
some of them have occasionally ad- 
vanced that, which cannot meet with 
the approbation of the present age ; 
neither are they then in accordance 
with the genius and spirit which 
pervades the Rabbinical writings 
generally, but are even in contradic- 
tion to their own admirable princi- 
ples, expressed on other occasions. 
We are not the champions of such 
inconsistencies : We do not intend 
to rack our ingenuity for arguments 
to soften down these asperities. On 
the contrary, we think we should 
abuse the confidence of our readers, 
and waste their time and our own, 
were we to devote any portion of our 
pages to such purposes ; and we give 
this timely notice of our intention, 
that we may not hereafter be charged 
with partiality and unfairness. We 
write for Jews ; but not for Jews only. 
We trust that Christians, likewise, 
will avail themselves of our humble 
assistance to become acquainted with 
the Rabbies : And, whilst we pledge 
ourselves, in no case to alter or 
pervert the true meaning of such 
D 2 
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extracts as we insert, it cannot rea- 
sonably be expected that we shall, 
in any case, aid the unhallowed 
efforts of Eisenmenjfer,* and bis 
cavilling compeers. We would much 
rather be taunted with having? ex- 
tracted honey only, from the flowers 
of Hebrew literature, than give just 
cause to the reproach, that our selec- 
tion was injndicious, or that we per- 
mitted weeds, however harmless, to 
disfigure our anthology. 

To those who read merely for 
amusement, we cannot recommend 
the perusal of our pages. The Rab- 
bles did not write to amuse; 
throughout their numerous works, 
there is not the slightest attempt on 
their part to call forth a smile from 
their readers ; they wrote to instruct, 
and we are but their translators. 



But those who purpose to draw from 
its very source their information 
respecting the genius and tendency 
of one of the oldest (if not the very 
oldest) systems of legislation now 
extant ; who wish to avail themselves 
of the lights which the literature of 
an ancient and unmixed people must 
throw on the habits, the customs, 
and the history of the age in which 
the writers lived; and they, above 
all, who desire to improve by the 
morality of the Rabbles, to benefit 
by their wisdom, and to know, in 
order to obey, their sage and pious 
precepts ; — to each and all of these, 
we offer our invitation, and the sin- 
cere promise, that our utmost efforts 
will be exerted, in order that their 
expectations may not be altogether 
disappointed. 



I. CRITICAL EXAMINATION OF RABBINICAL WRITERS. 

THE TALMUD. — NO. I. 

As frequent mention of, and reference to, this composition is made, 
in almost every article we may insert ; and as, moreover, it is one of the 
oldest, most venerated, and by far th6 most generally known works of 
the Hebrews, the great precursor and fountain of all subsequent 
Rabbinical lore ; we think we cannot do better, than commence with a 
short article, illustrative of this great work. 

The compilation of the Talmud learned from them. Judah the son 



ranks amongst the oldest Hebrew 
writings. It consists of two distinct 
works: 1. The Mishna. 2. The 
Gemara; which together form the 
Talmud. 

The MisHNA chiefly contains the 
oral or traditional laws, transmitted, 
according to the order itself lays 
down at the commencement of the 
treatise A both : C** Ethics of the 
Fathers :")— 

** Moses received the law from 
Sinai and transmitted it to Joshua, 
Joshua to the Elders, the Elders to 
the Prophets, and the Prophets to the 
men of the great Assembly. Simon 
the just was among the last members 
of the great Assembly. Antigonus 
of Socho received the traditions from 
Simon the just : Jose the son of 
Joeser of Sorceda, and Jose the 
son of Jochanan, of Jerusalem, re- 
ceived from him. Jehoshua the son 
Perachia, and Nithai the Arb'felite, 

• A German, author of a most virulent 
attack on the wntings of the Rabbiest 



of Tabai, and Simon the son of 
Schatach, succeeded them ; and were 
followed by Shamaiah and Abtalion, 
from whom Hilel and Schamai re- 
ceived the traditions. The successor of 
Hilel and Schamai was R. Jochanan 
the son of Sachai, who lived at the 
time of the destruction of the second 
temple." He had ^ve pupils, by 
means of whom the link of tradition 
was connected with the compilers of 
the Mishna. 

The Gemara contains expositions 
on the Mishna, and various other 
subjects, which we shall hereafter 
enumerate. 

The compilation of the Mishna by 
R. Jehuda Hanasi, the prince, also 
called Rabenu hakadosh, (** our holy 
Rabbi,") the contemporary and friend 
of Antoninus Pius, was undertaken 
in the latter half of the second cen- 
tury of the Christian era. The Je- 
rusalem Talmud was compiled by R. 
Jochanan, about one hundred years 
later ; but is not so generally in use. 
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or 80 extensive in its materials, as 
the Babylonish Talmud compiled by 
R. Ina and R. Ashi about one hun- 
dred years after the former. As 
this last is the one by far best known, 
and in the highest estimation, it is to 
it that we shall confine our remarks. 

No book, perhaps, has called forth 
greater diversity of ofMnion than the 
one of which we now treaC ; and the 
veneration in which it is held by the 
professors of one religions system 
can be equalled only by the fierceness 
of the assaults it has had to sustain 
from those of a different system. 
The world at large, which at present 
is obliged to form its opinion of the 
merits of this work on hearsay, or 
from extracts formed either by inve- 
terate assailants or zealous defendet-s, 
will not be able to arrive at a correct 
estimate until the whole work shall 
be translated and illustrated; — an 
undertaking rather to be wished-for 
than expected. For, strange as it 
may appear, neither assailants nor 
defenders have as yet entered into 
the essential spirit of that immense 
compilation. As Jews, our bias is 
decidedly and justly in its favour; 
and, as we shall have occasion fre- 
quently to offer extracts from its 
pages, and have been requested to 
state, as earlv as possible, what the 
Talmud is, what it actually contains, 
and under what circumstances it was 
compiled, we will endeavour in the 
present number partially to satisfy 
these inquiries. 

The manner of its composition 
bears the impression not only of the 
remote age, but of the distant region, 
in which it was compiled. Had the 
arts of composition been then better 
known or observed, the method of 
its arrangement would probably have 
been very different. In the shape it 
now bears it is a congest of various 
materials, which neither in their worth 
nor iu their contents have any affinity. 
The high reputation and authority 
which to this very day it justly en- 
joys and maintains among the Jews, 
does not arise from any or every 
individual opinion or sentiment ad- 
vanced in it, or from the whole of 
the materials it includes ; but solely 
because in it are embodied and pre- 
served the ORAL LAWS, traditions 



clearly traced to the days of Moses,, 
and the ordinance of the Deity. In 
addition to these, and the dis- 
cussions connected with them, — 
conducted with profound wisdom 
and acute logical reasoning, — the 
Gemara contains historical and bio- 
graphical notices, legends, astro-^. 
nomy according to the then prevail- 
ing system, sympathetic medicine, 
aphorisms, parables, apologues, ser- 
mons, — not discursive as in the pre- 
sent day, but condensing much 
meaning in few words, — ethics, and 
rules of practical wisdom. All these 
materials are not disposed of or in- 
troduced in any particular order, 
but are to be found dispersed in each 
of its thirty-six treatises as the occa- 
sion may require or call for them. 

That the laws and precepts known 
as ORAL are of divine authority, no 
Jew will gainsay ; and the scrupulous 
attention with which matters are 
treated which, to those of another 
faith, may appear of minor import- 
ance, is therefore not at at all a sub- 
ject of wonder. That the maxims 
and sayings of the Talmud are im- 
bued with a spirit of religion and 
morality of the very highest order ; 
that they inculcate seff-denial, re- 
signation in suffering, submission to 
the will of God, love and devotion 
to Him as the Source of all good, 
and the centering of all our hopes 
and aspirations in another and a 
better world ; — are truths which the 
most inveterate opponent of the 
Talmud will hardly dare to deny. 
But while these are the main cha- 
racteristics of the composition, pas- 
sages are to be found which the 
reader of the present age is asto- 
nished to meet with, and which 
appear to him any thing but worthy 
of the room that has been assigned 
to them in this most valuable com- 
pilation. The later Rabbies — un- 
pressed with the conviction that 
their earlier predecessors, endued 
with the highest wisdom, could 
not have said any thing contrary 
to its dictates — have generally as- 
signed a secret or allegorical mean- 
ing to these obscure or startling 
passages; and, by endeavouring to 
dive into their hidden sense, have 
sometimes succeeded in giving a 
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most sublime meaning to passages 
apparently the most incongruous. 
Respecting the propriety of some 
of these expositions, and the merit 
of all, we are not called upon 
to pronounce an opinion : But this 
we do say, that, even admitting 
the failure of all later expositions, 
(which we are far from doing,) and 
that consequently the worth of these 
comparatively tew passages is as 
yet undiscovered, it nevertheless re- 
mains true that the general character 
of the compilation cannot, and does 



not, therefore, lose any particle of 
its high worth or unquestionable 
authority ; such passages being the 
unsupported dicta of individuals, 
which, in a compilation professedly 
undertaken for the purpose of erobo* 
dying every known opinion of every 
Rabbi, found room amongst mate- 
rials of greater valae. Ine worst 
that can be said is, that the com- 
pilers may not have displayed so cor- 
rect a taste in their selection, as 
compilers of the present day would 
not fail to do. — {To be resumed.) 



II. METAPHYSICS AND PHILOSOPHY OF THE RABBIES. 

Sepher Ikkarim: " book of principles." 
From this book, which is justly held in high estimation, and was 
written by R. Joseph Albo, of Soria, in Spain, in the fifteenth century, 
we intend occasionally to give extracts. The following is an introduc- 
tion to his Treatise on Religion : — 

mate beings form the medium be- 
tween the two extremes ; a state of 
society being to them neither injuria 
ous, as to beasts and birds of prey, 
nor of absolute necessity, as to man. 
But their instinct sometimes prompts 
them to associate and collect in 
numbers for their welfare ; as many 
beasts and birds, which at certain 
seasons congregate and flock together 
for safety and protection, and after- 
wards separate again. With man, 
however, a slate of society, when 
once formed, cannot again be dis- 
pensed with; which induced our 
Rabbies to say that man, by nature, 
was a social animal. 

As a state of society is thus natu- 
ral, and therefore absolutely neces- 
sary for the preservation of man, 
the maintaining of that society in 
every land or clime on the globe 
rec^uires certain regulations, to deter- 
mine and protect the right, and to 
point out and punish the wrong ; so 
as to prevent the baneful effects 
which the collision of passions and 
interests might produce. In these 
regulations are comprised commands 
which tend to promote the social 
welfare, — as the prohibition of mur- 
der, thefts, violence, and the like. 
These regulations our Rabbies called 
*' the natural laws of society ;" as 
being absolutely and indispensably 
necessary to the' existence of society ; 



division i. — chapter v. 

All animate beings on earth may, 
according to their instincts and man- 
ner of living, be divided into three 
great classes. One class cannot live 
and subsist, in a social state ; as, for 
instance, beasts of prey : To these, 
the collecting together and associat- 
ing in great numbers would be inju- 
rious ; for, were a vast concourse of 
them collected on one spot, hunger 
and their ferocious instincts would 
soon lead them to destroy each other. 
A second class cannot live and sub- 
sist except in a social state ; as, for 
instance, man ; to whom the col- 
lecting together and associating in 
numbers is absolutely necessary for 
his preservation. His susceptible 
conformation subjects him to the in- 
fluence of cold and heat, and of their 
alternations ; he therefore needs 
raiment to protect him against their 
influence. His powers of digestion 
are not great ; his food must there- 
fore be prepared in order to aid them. 
But neither food nor raiment could 
he possibly obtain in sufficient abun- 
dance, except in a state of society, 
where many join for reciprocal aid 
and assistance: One weaves, while 
another makes the needle with which 
the third sews ; and it is thus in every 
occupation that his wants render 
necessary. The third class of ani- 
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and they are generally imparted to 
mankind by a sage, a prophet* or a 
hero. The uniformity and perfection 
of this legal system of society (as for 
instance, the Roman laws) is called 
** civilization ;" which, however, can- 
not be upheld unless some head be 
empowered to watch over and pre- 
serve its integrity, either as ruler, 
judge, or king of the society. And 
as man by nature is a social animal, 
and is the more happy the more per- 
fect the state of sociely is in which 
he lives, it thence results that govern- 
ment is to him a natural institution, 
as the power of ruler, judge, or king 
is indispensable to maintain the in- 
stitutions of society, and with them 
the well-being and happiness of the 
individuals of which it is composed. 

CHAPTBR VI. 

If we carefully examine the animal 
conformation and the perfection of 
its various members, we shall find 
that the Creator exerted his bountiful 
providence to furnish all his crea- 
tures with every requisite Jot their 
well-being; not only that which is 
indispensable for the preservation of 
the species or the individual, but 
likewise with whatever might be 
conducive to their happiness, so as to 
render them perfect according to 
their degree in the scale of creation. 
And when we find the careful dis- 
pensation of this bounty towards 
creatures of an inferior degree, we 
may reasonably infer its exercise 
likewise towards those of a superior 
degree, in order that they too may 
be furnished with whatever may tend 
to make them perfect. Whosoever 
maturely reflects on this subject will 
find, that it is the divine influence 
alone, by means of which whatever 
relates to the perfection of man can 
be effected ; and that this divine in- 
fluence is far more requisite to the 
well-being of man, who is gifted 
with reason, than any thing with 
which the Creator has gifted all 
other animals is to theirs ; they 
being restrained by instinct. 

This Divine influence, although di- 
rectly communicated to one man only, 
will nevertheless in its operation cause 
and lead to the perfection of all 
mankind. For although the different 
species of animals, some of which 



are more perfect than others, do not 
communicate their perfection to 
other races ; (as each species forms a 
whole, and has its peculiar and dis- 
tinct purpose in the creation ;) never- 
theless, in the human species, com- 
prising as it does different degrees of 
mentid powers, some superior to 
others, all these powers combine but 
for one object, — the perfection of 
the whole race, which likewise has 
its peculiar and distinct purpose in 
the creation. If we were to assume 
that the great men of the earth, from 
their superior means of acquiring 
knowledge, are more perfect than 
their labourers, that the sage again 
is more perfect than the great, that 
one or more of each class are more 
perfect than his or their fellows ; yet 
the perfection of any one or of all 
these individuals alone would not 
in itself constitute the aim or pur- 
pose for which his species was 
created, but would only be instru- 
mental to the perfecting of the whole 
species of which he or they, however 
distinguished, form but a part; as 
in the body there are different mem. 
hers, each required for the preserva- 
tion of the whole ; — and though some 
of these members are more important, 
and therefore superior to others, yet 
they are not so for their own sakes 
only, but as forming a part of, and 
essentially contributing to preserve, 
the entirety and perfection of the 
whole. And as in the body the 
heart is the vital part of the animal, 
the instrument for circulating life 
throughout the frame, and particu- 
larly the brain, by means of which 
sensation and motion are gradually 
conveyed to all the different mem- 
bers ; so likewise, in the human 
species, the mass receive the impulse 
towards its perfection from the 
principal members, not as being dis- 
tinct from them, but because together 
they form but one whole. 

The rank of principal members of 
the human species appertains to 
those few selected by the Deity for 
the purpose of conveying through 
them, to the rest of the species, the 
divine influence and the means of 
acquiring perfection. And it ought 
not to be less evident to us, that the 
bounty of Providence, intent on em- 
j^loying the means most conducive to 
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promote tbe~ perfection of mankind, 
did grant the divine inflaence, with- 
out which there can be no perfection, 
to the few as integral parts of the 
whole human race ; than it is, that 
the same Providence did grant to all 
other animals not only what is re- 
quisite for their preservation, but 
likewise what is conducive to their 
perfection according to their respect- 
ive degrees in the scale of creation. 

Directions given by the individual 
thus selected by Providence to pro- 
mote the perfection of mankina by 
means of the divine influence, are 
called " divine laws." Their rela- 
tive degree of importance to the 
natural laws of society is as that of 
the regulating principle in a piece of 
mechanism, to its accessories. 

CHAPTER VII. 

The foregoing chapters have de- 
monstrated the existence of two dis- 
tinct systems of law : 1. The natu- 
ral Laws of Society, which in their 
perfection become civilization; and 
2. The Divine Laws. The natural 
laws concern man as a member of 
society independently of time and 
place : Civilization depends on time 
and place: The Divine laws are 
dictated by the divine influence, 
through the medium of a prophet 
or messenger sent by the Deity, (as 
were Adam, Noah, Abraham and 
Moses^) and are binding on all to 
whom they are imparted. We have 
called one of these systems principal, 
and the other accessary, because the 
natural laws direct how to avoid 
wrong and pursue right: Civiliza- 
tion teaches to avoid impropriety, 
and to pursue propriety, according 
to a received standard: But the 
Divine laws are intended to prepare 
man for the knowledge that his soul 
is immortal, and therefore capable 
of true felicity, and point out to him 
the means of attaining it. They teach 
him what is truly wrong, which he is 
to avoid ; what is truly right, which 
he is to pursue ; and how to renounce 
all transitory good, so as to be in- 
different about being deprived of it. 
In addition to this, they dictate the 
most perfect rules of equity, with 
respect to society, in order that the 
. uncertainty which pervades the 
natural laws may not interfere with 



that felicitv which it is the special 

province of the Divine laws to afford. 

CHAPTEB viii. 

The inferiority of natural to Di- 
vine laws has been happily expressed 
by the inspired poet, in Psalm xix. 
7 — 10; where he enumerates six 
important points, in each of which 
the superiority of the Divine laws is 
^clearly manifest. They aie as fol- 
low : — 

1. The natural laws are insufli- 
cient to render the knowledge of 
man perfect, or to affect his immor- 
tality, so as to qualify his soul 
to return to the land of life whence 
it came to him ; as they do. not ex- 
tend their influence beyond doing 
right and acting with propriety : 
Whereas the Divine laws not only 
inculcate right apd propriety, but 
likewise distinguish oetween truth 
and error in the mind. This mean- 
ing David conveys in the words, 
** The law of the Lord is perfect, 
restoring the soul." 

2. Even the knowledge of what 
is right or wrong, proper or impro- 
per, which is sdl that the natural 
laws are capable of embracing, can- 
not by them alone be firmly and 
immutably settled ; because it is 
very possible, that a something may 
by us be considered as proper or 
improper, which in itself is not so. 
For, impossible as it is that any one 
should intuitively be provided with 
the ability needful to carry on any 
art or trade to perfection, it is 
equally impossible that any Legisla- 
tor, composing bis laws according 
to the dictates of human wisdom 
only, should be free from error, so 

,as immutably to decide what is 
proper or improper; and therefore 
his decision on any subject whatso- 
ever cannot be a certain rule of con- 
duct for others to adopt. In proof 
of this we find that even Plato 
might, and actually did, fall into 
great error ; for he says, ** It is ^ro- 
per that the women belonging to any 
one class of society should be com- 
mon to all the members of that 
class, such as the great, the traders, 
the labourers and so forth, respec- 
tively." This Platonic rule of pro- 
priety the Divine laws most strongly 
condemn ; as we find in Genesis xx« 
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3 ; where Abimelech, king of Gerar, 
having taken Sarah from her hus- 
band, is told, "Behold thou must 
die for the woman thou hast taken : 
She is a man's wife.** And he justi- 
fies himself by the assertion that he 
was ignorant of that fact. Aristotle 
likewise reprobates this rule of 
Plato; and their difference of opi- 
nion on this subject is a proof that 
no human reason is of itself suffi- 
cient to pronounce a decision on 
what is proper or what is improper, 
in a manner that will receive the 
unqualified sanction of all men, at 
all times, and in all places; much 
less can we rely on it to settle mat- 
ters of superior knowledge, such 
as the question, whether the uni- 
verse is created or increate, or the 
like. The Divine laws alone are 
able to set such questions at rest ; 
and accordingly David says : ** The 
testimony of the Lord is sure, mak- 
ing wise the simple." 

3. The natural laws cannot be- 
stow inward joy on their observers. 
Their promises have no tendency 
to afford satisfaction to the mind ; 
and, even if they had, there is no 
certainty or guarantee for their per- 
formance. Moreover, their observer 
cannot promise himself any merit from 
their observance: Indeed, their vague- 
ness leaves him in doubt whether 
his observance be meritorious at all. 
But obedience to the Divine laws 
will confer that inward joy, and will 
afford satisfaction to the mind, be- 
cause their observer is certain that 
the righteousness they command is 
the true righteousness, and that 
their observance is really meritori- 
ous; as the Psalmist says, "ITie 
statutes of God are righteous, and 
rejoice the heart." 

4. Natural laws cannot prescribe 
the conduct to be observed on parti- 
cular occasions, or extend their die- 
tate$;td any special case that may 
occur.^ All that they can do is, to 
lay down general niles, the special 
apphcation of which they leave to 
the judgment of the individual. 
ITius Aristotle, in his book on 
Ethics, repeatedly uses the expres- 
sion, " that, in a moral respect, it 
is proper always to act in a manner 
most becoming the time and place : ** 
Bat he does not specify what is 



becoming at particular times and 
places, or what times or places are 
becoming for particular actions ; he 
leaves this to be decided by the com- 
mon sense of every man. Again : 
In the same work, {Ethica Magna,) 
he tells us, that " particular cases 
must be weighed according to the 
circumstances under which they oc- 
cur : " But he leaves us no rule by 
which to adjust the balance, except 
propriety. Had it been possible for 
erriDg humanity to lay down uni- 
form rules applicable to all cases, 
Aristotle would have done it ; his 
mind being as expansive, and his rea- 
soning faculties as great and power* 
ful, as those of any man who lived 
either before or after him. But he 
did not do it, because he could not. 
The Divine laws alone supply this 
deficiency : Thus, while in the 
Ethics of Aristotle we find, " he is 
pious who wisely observes a middle 
course between the extreme enjoy- 
ment of voluptuousness, or of eating 
and drinking, and total abstinence ; " 
he only adds, " Teachers of morality 
recommend that man should act in a 
manner becoming the time and 
place, and becoming his particular 
constitution and the society he 
frequents." But not one of these 
moral teachers instructs us when, 
where, and how it becomes us to 
act. The Divine laws, on the con- 
trary, explicitly direct us in every 
one of these cases. They tell us 
with whom, when, where, and with 
what motive, we are permitted to 
satisfy our sensual cravings ; [what 
kind of food is permitted, and from 
what we are to abstain; and, while 
they allow the enjoyment of wine, 
forbid all excess, by command- 
ing that no person in a state of 
intoxication be permitted to perform 
the rites of divine worship, or to 
pray. Thus likewise we find, that 
moralists recommend valour as a 
virtue ; but at the same time they 
maintain, that it is improper for any^ 
man to expose himself to death, except 
in case it be more desirable to him to 
die than to live : But they cannot, 
and therefore do not, decide the par- 
ticular ca<e to which they allude. 
The Divine laws, however, explicitly 
declare that case to be whenever it 
tends to glorify the name of God, and 
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that'tben only, (as in the case of Hana- 
niah, Mishael, and Azariah,) or in 
combating the enemies of God and 
their evil deeds, (as in the case of 
Samson,) death is more desirable 
than life. Thus, whilst on all mo- 
mentous subjects natural laws are 
insufficient, and the casuist who is 
guided by them gropes about in the 
dark like the blind, ** the command- 
ment of God is pure, enlightening 
the eyes." 

5. The laws of nature, being of 
human origin, and consequently im- 
bued with all the imperfections of 
humanity, cannot decide what is 
proper or improper at all times. For, 
what is at one time considered as 
proper and becoming, may at ano- 
ther be held as quite the reverse : 
As, for instance, marriage with a 
sister, which in former days was 
considered as becoming, but which 
is at present justly held to be impro- 
per. They are therefore subject to 
continual alteration or improve- 
ment, as the progress of human 
reason may dictate. The Divine 
laws, on the contrary, originating 
from the perfect wisdom of the 
Deity, lay down their rules once and 
forever. They can never become 
Bubject to any alteration, as they are 



free from all error ; and their purity 
insures their duration. David, there- 
fore, with great justice, says, " ITie 
fear of the Lord is clean, enduring 
for ever." 

h 6. Natural laws cannot 'decide to 
a nicety on the just and proner 
measure of punishment that is due 
to the violator of their enactments ; 
nor have they any inward control, 
or the means of punishing concealed 
guilt, which altogether escapes their 
jurisdiction : Whereas Divine jus- 
tice reaches where all human re- 
search would be vain; and its laws, 
weighing the motives as well as the 
deed, apportion precisely the just 
quantum of punishment. And al- 
though it may appear as if, in this 
world, the righteous man sometimes 
perisheth in his right, whilst the 
transgressor thrives in his guilt, the 
Divine laws give us the assurance 
that our existence does not termi- 
nate with this life ; and that, though 
on earth we may not always perceive 
the perfect justice of events, it is 
because that perfect justice is reserv- 
ed to a future state ; or, as the Poet- 
King says, ** The judgments of the 
Lord are true and righteous altoge- 
ther." 



(To he continued.) 



IIL JURISPRUDENCE OF THE HEBREWS. 

The laws and precepts of the Jews arc compiled in an authorized code 
called the Schutchan aruch (" the table spread "). The first compila- 
tion, Arhang turim, (** the four orders,") was made by R. Jacob ben 
Asher ben Jechiel, a German Rabbi of the fourteenth century. It was 
republished, under the name Beth Joseph, by R. Joseph Caro, in the 
middle of the last century. 

It consists of four parts. 1. Orach chaihn ("length of life") con- 
tains ritual laws, precepts for general conduct, &c. , 2. Joreh deang 
(" teacher of knowledge ") teaches what is permitted, and what is pro- 
hibited, by law. 3. Even hangezer (*' rock of assistance ") contains 
conjugal laws. 4. Choshen hammishpat ("breastplate of judgment*') 
contains civil laws. 

Several commentaries have been written on this c6de, of which we 
shall only mention the two most in use ; 1 . The Magen David, by R. 
David ben Samuel, of Ostra, in Russia, in the middle of the seventeenth 
century. 2. The Magen Abraham, by R. Abraham Gumbiner, of Kalish, 
in the first half of the last century ; and also an Appendix by the corn- 
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piler.. From this code we intend occasionally to give extracts; and 
though the laxity of modern ideas and manners may not approve of its 
minute precepts, or of the rigour of a morality and religion extending 
its inward checks over every possible action and relation of life^ and 
equally (if not more) intent to prevent impurity of thought as of action ; 
we are fully convinced, that the man who obeys the precepts of this 
code, — not from habit only, or because he has been taught so to do, — 
but from a sincere conviction of their high source and salutary influ- 
ence, will not only be a most moral and useful member of society, but 
likewise an acceptable worshipper in the eyes of his Creator. And 
though the ritual and religious laws can only concern the Israelite, the 
precepts for general conduct are such as any man, whatever be his 
creed, may practise with advantage to himself both here and hereafter. 
Orach Chaiim: "length of days." 
Paragraph I. Part the First. 
Rules for rising in the Morning. 
PttECEpT I. — Strengthen thyself they would be were he in the presence 



like a lion, and arise in the morning 
to the service of thy Creator, as Da- 
vid says, '* I will awake the morn- 
ing," Psalm cviii. 2. 

Commentary, Magen David. — 
Strengthen thyself— Trepare thyself 
to resist temptations from without, 
and evil desires from within, which 
during this day may assail thee : For, 
as is said, "Who is truly strong? 
He that subdues his passions." Like 
a lion — As a lion is the most fearless 
of animals, so shalt thou likewise, in 
the performance of thy duties, fear 
nothing, but rely firmly on thy God. 

Appendix. — ^The verse, "I have 
set the Lord always before me," 
(Psalm xvi. 8,) is the great rule of 
^e law, and the perfection of the 
just who walk before God. The 
conduct of a man, and his carriage 
and gestures, when alone in his pri- 
vacy, are very different from what 



of a great king. His speech and 
manner of expression to his house- 
hold will differ muqh from that 
which he would use in the presence 
of a mighty monarch. If man, 
therefore, will bear in mind, tiiat the 
Great King, the Holy OiNE, (blessed 
be He !) of whose glory the earth is 
full, is ever present, and observes 
his conduct, as it is written, '* Caa 
man conceal himself ever so secretly 
that I should not see him ? saith the 
Lord," Jer. xxiii. 24 ; — if man recol- 
lects this, he will be filled with fear, 
humility, and veneration for his God, 
and will be careful of his conduct 
while in his presence, that is to say, 
at all times. Then he will not feel 
ashamed when men scofif at his 
devotion ; and, * in his greatest 
privacy, even when resting upon his 
bed, he will know in whose presence 
he is. 



IV. COMMENTARIES ON HOLY WRIT. 

Thb following is taken from the book Akedath Itzchack, {'* the bind- 
ing of Isaac,") by R. Isaac the son of Moses, in the fourteenth century, 
and republished by R. David, Provincial of Mantua, towards the close of 
the sixteenth century. 

'* In the begmmng God created heaven and earth." (Genesis i. 1.) 

Th« Medrash Rabba,* comment- ing on these words, adds a quotation 



• Rabba, the son of Nachman, who 
Tnrote the Commentary Medrash Rab6a, 
was, dming twenty-two years, head of the 
College at Sora, and died some time about 



the year 320. Hid fame as a teacher wasi 
so widely spread, that he is said to have 
had twelve thousand students at one time 
under instruction. 
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from Psalm xviii. 35, *' Thy gentle- 
ness has made roe great ; '* and then 
continues : " Simon, the son of 
Asai, said, 'A mortal first recites 
his name, and afterwards his titles, 
as, Alon Augistilo, alon potesta, we 
Augustulus, ruler.' But the Holy 
Onb (blessed be He I ) does not do 
BO, but, after he has created the 
universe, then first he proclaims a 
name." 

In order to understand this expo- 
sition of the Medrash Rabba, and to 
discover the connection between this 
first verse of Genesis and this quota- 
tion from the Psalms, we must re- 
member that the sacred writer in 
Genesis departs from the usual con- 
struction of the Hebrew ; according 
to which, it ought to have been : 
Elohim bar a bereshith, '* God created 
in the beginning." • This deviation 
is, however, not without its adeouate 
cause ; and this cause the Mearasli 
explains by its quotation thus : — 

We can form an idea of a man 
independent of his title ; as, for 
instance, David the king,&c. Here we 
can picture to ourselves, David the 
shepherd, David the leader of Saul's 
armies, David the exile, David the 
king ; or David abstractedly, before 
he was shepherd or military chief. 



exile or king : — And the phraseology 
of the verse, "Thy gentleness has 
made me great," conveys to our 
mind the progressive rise and title 
of David ; the name David convey- 
ing an abstract idea, whatever expla- 
natory title we may append to it. 
Whereas the Creator has no proper 
name abstractedly from his creation, 
because we cannot at all conceive of 
him abstractedly. But any name 
that may be assigned to him must 
be expressive of some one or other 
of his attributes ; which can only be 
done after the creation, and on the 
existence of those beings in whose 
favour these attributes are in course 
of operation. 

This* then, explains the difiference 
between the creature and the Crea- 
tor : The former quotes his own 
name first, "Augustulus, ruler;" 
'because he was Augustulus before 
he became ruler, would remain Au- 
gustulus even should he cease to 
be ruler, and because his name is 
altogether distinct from his title. 
But the Creator has no name except 
what arises from his attributes ; 
therefore, such name is in itself a 
title, and can only be conceived after 
the creation on which that attribute 
operates. 



V. SPIRIT OF THE JEWISH RELIGION. 

TREATisB, Brochoth. Fol. 82, page 2. 

•Thou Shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with aU thy soul, and with aU tfav 

might. * (Deui. vi. 5.) 



R. Eliezer asks, " Why is the ex- 
pression here varied ? if with all thy 
souly what needs he add with all thy 
might ? and if with all thy might, 
what needs he add with all thy soul ? 
The answer is. Some men love their 
persons more than their property To 
them is said, * Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy soul : ' 

* So struck were the LXX., who com- 
posed the Greek translatioii of the Penta- 
teuch, with this deviation from the osoal 
roles of Hebrew coDstraction, that, though 
each translated separately and without any 
communication with his fellows, they all 
agreed in rendering it, *' God created in the 
haginning ; " as they feared lest the Epicu- 
rean Greeks of that age might avail them- 
selves of the construction of the Hebrew, to 
say, The beginning created God, and thus 
degrade the Creator into a creature. 



Others love their property more than 
their persons ; to them is said, 

• Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy might,' R. Akiva said, 

• With all thy soul,' even if thy soul 
be rent from thee." 

The Rabbies taught : — Once the 
tyrannical government of the Greeks 
commanded that no Israelite was to 
occupy himself with teaching the 
law. Papus the son of Judah came 
to a place where he found a crowd 
collected ; and saw that R. Akiva 
had assembled a congregation, and 
was expounding the law. He said 
to him, " Akiva, dost thou n<ft fear 
the Government, whose command 
thou art transgressing ? " R. Akiva 
answered : " I will teU thee a para- 
ble applicable to thy question. A 
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fox was walking alongside a river, 
when he noticed the fishes crowding 
together and moving about in ffreat 
perturbation. He asked them, * What 
is it that causes you so much uneasi- 
ness ? ' They answered : * Fear of the 
nets which man has spread for us.' 
Saith the fox, * Let me advise you ; 
if you wish to be safe, come and awell 
with me on shore, as your fathers 
have dwelt with mine.' Said the 
fishes, ' Art thou he that is called 
the most cunning of all animals? 
Thou art not cunning, but a fool : If 
we are not safe at the place we are 
to live in, what can we expect from 
moving to a place which to us is 
certain death ? ' So likewise, if we 
Israelites are not safe in adhering to 
the cause of the law, though it is said 
in it and of it, * This is your life 
and length of days unto you,' (Deut. 
jjxx. 20,) — ^what have we to expect 
if we abandon that cause ? " A very 
short time afterwards R. Akiva was 
apprehended, and cast into a dun> 
geon. Papus the son of Judah 
was also seized on, and confined in 



the same prison. When R. Akiva 
saw him, ho asked, "Papus, What 
has brought thee hither ? " who an- 
swered, " Happy art thou, R. Akiva 1 
Thou sufierest for the cause of the 
law. But woe to Papus ! His suffer- 
ings arise from the idle matters of 
this life." 

When R. Akiva was led forth to 
execution, it was the hour for saying 
the Kriath Schmang* His sentence 
was to have his flesh rent off with 
iron combs. While this was being 
done, he submitted to the yoke of 
the kingdom of heaven. f His dis- 
ciples wno were present said, " Rab- 
bi, even here ? "J He answered : 
** From my earliest infancy have I 
suffered || through this expression, 
* with all my soul,' even if thy soul 
be rent from thee. My constant 
thoughts were, * Shall I ever be per- 
mitted to obey this command ? ' 
And now, when I am permitted, 
shall I repine ? " He then prolonged 
the utterance of the word One till 
his soul fled. 



VI. MORALITY OF THE TALMUD. 



^ TRBATisB, Brochoth, 

When R. Jochanan the son of 
Sachai was ill and on his death-bed, 
his disciples came to visit him. 
When he saw them he began to 
weep. " Light of Israel," said they 
to him, "main pillar of the right, 
thou strong hammer !§ Why dost 
thou weep ? " He answered : *' Were 
I led forth to judgment before a 
mortal king, who is here to-day and 
in his grave to-morrow ; whose an- 
ger, were it excited against me, 
would not be lasting ; whose fetters, 
were he to chain me, could but con- 
fine the body ; whose infliction of 

• Kriath Schmang — A confession of 
faith y^hicli all Israelites repeat every 
morning and evening, at stated hours. It 
begins -with the words, " Hear, O Israel ! 
the Lord our God, the Lord, is one ! And 
thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart and all thy sotd and all thy 
might," &c. 

t Kingdom ' of heaven — A talmndic 
phrase, denoting ''providence and the life 
to come." Here it is used to express his 
perfect submission to the divine will, and 
readiness to sacrifice his life to his faith. 



Folio 28, page 2. 

death, were he to kill me, would not 
be eternal ; whom *I could mollify 
with words, or bribe with gifts ; — 
even then I would weep. How much 
greater is my cause for tears, now 
that I am to oe led before the KiNci 
of kings, the Holy One! Blessed 
be He who liveth and reigneth for 
ever ! whose wrath, were it excited 
against me, is everlasting; whose 
fetters, were he to chain me, know 
no end; whose infliction of death, 
were he to kill me, would be eter- 
nal ; whom I can neither mollify 

t Even here — In the midst of thy un- 
equalled torments, dost thou think thyself 
called upon to repeat the confession of that 
faith for which thou art dying ? 

II Suffered — Whenever I repeated my 
confession of faith I was so forcibly im- 
pressed with the determination to lay down 
my hie for it, that I have actually felt the 
torments I might be made to endure as 
acutely as now when th^ are inflicted. 

§ In talmudic phraseology a man of 
powerful intollect, who overcomes or 
crushes every obstacle in the way of his 
studies. 
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with words, nor bribe with gifts. 
Moreover, there are two paths open 
before me, — ^the one leading to bliss, 
— ^the other to torments; and I 
know not which of them it will be 
my doom to take. Then how can 
I abstain from weeping ? " His dis- 
ciples then said, ** Our Rabbi ! give 
US thy blessing." He answered : 



'' May the fear of the Deity be as 
strong on you as the fear of men ! " 
One of them said, "What, no 
stronger ? *' He answered, " O that 
it were as strong ! for you know he 
that is about committing a sin says 
within himself, ' I must take care 
that no man seeth me.* " 



VII. CUSTOMS AND OBSERVANCES OF THE JEWS. 



Rosh hashanah : ' 

The origin of this festival is 
given in I^viticus xxiii. 23 — 25 : 
" And the Lord spake unto Moses, 
saying. Speak unto the children of 
Israel, saying. In the seventh month, 
in the first of the; month, shall ye 
have a sabbath, a memorial of blow- 
ing of trumpets, an holy convoca- 
tion. Ye. shall do no servile work." 
And also in Numbers xxix. 1 : ** And 
in the seventh month, on the first of 
the month, ye shall have an holy 
convocation ; ye shall do no servile 
work : it is a day of blowing the 
trumpets unto you." 

Though not one of the three great 
festivals, on each of which the male 
population of Israel was to appear 
Defore the Lord ; it is, nevertheless, 
considered as one of the first among 
the principal holydays, has as such 
been celebrated by the Israelites 
since the giving of the law, and is 
known by the name of Rosh hash- 
anah, or ** new year." 

As in Exodus xii. 2, we find it 
«said, at the institution of the Pesach, 
or '* Passover," ** This month shaU 
be unto vou the beginning of months; 
it shall be the first month of the year 
to you ;" and as the festival we now 
treat of is fixed for the seventh 
month; it behoves us to explain 
why, nevertheless, it is called, and 
considered as, " the new year." This 
explanation we borrow from folios 168 
and 263 of the Commentaries on the 
Pentateuch, by R. Isaac Abarbanel, 
an eminent writer of the sixteenth 
century. 

In the Talmud, (Treatise, Rosh 
hashanah,) we find a discussion be- 
tween R. Eleazar and R. Joshua, 
respecting the season in which the 
creation of the world took place. 
R. Eleazar asserts that the world was 
created in Tishri ; (the autumnal 



" THE NEW YEAR." 

equinox;) whilst R. Joshua maintains 
the creation to have taken place in 
Nissan (the vernal equinox). Both 
the Rabbies agree, that the extremes 
of heat and cold (summer and win- 
ter) are not adapted for production. 
The difiference between them is, that 
R.Joshua, placing the creation at 
the time of the vernal equinox, when 
life and vegetation are in full deve- 
lopement, maintained that, at the 
creation, every thing sprung up 
spontaneously, without any previous 
germ. Whereas R. Eleazar, placing 
the creation at the time of the au- 
tun]inal equinox, when the germ of 
the future developement is forming 
in the bosom of the earth, maintain- 
ed that creation began with the for- 
mation of the germ. Though this 
discussion is decided in favour of 
R. Joshua, and the Rabbies join him 
in the opinion that the world was 
created in the full bloom of spring ; 
yet they all, including R. Joshua, 
agree in dating the new year from 
Tishri, or the autumnal equinox ; 
agreeably to the rule laid down in 
the sacred Scriptures for all compu- 
tations of time; namely, from the 
commencement of the germ. Thus 
we find in Genesis i. 6 : ** And it was 
evening, and it was morning, one 
day." The day is here made to be- 
gin with the evening, as the germ of 
which the morning is the develope- 
ment. The same principle is ob- 
served in Lev. xxiii. 32 : ** From 
even unto even shall ye celebrate 
your sabbath ;" the observance of 
one day only being enacted, but to 
begin with tne evening as the germ 
of the coming day. In conformity 
with this rule, the Rabbies considered 
the autumnal equinox, which con- 
tains the germ to be developed iii 
the coming year, as the commence- 
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ment of that year ; in which opinion 
they were followed by the Chaldean 
and other ancient oriental nations ; 
the word Tishri, used to denote the 
seventh month, being a Persian word, 
and signifies "first," or "beginning." 
Indeed, all the names of months at 
present used by the Jews are Per- 
sian, as the Hebrew has no other de- 
signation for these divisions of time, 
than those found in Scripture, of 
"first," "second,'' "third," &c. 

The autumnal eouinox being thus 
upon principle held to commence the 
year, its festival is celebrated as that 
of the new year, and as a day of 
judgment to all flesh, which is to de- 
cide their fate for the coming year. 
Not that it is considered as if the 
destiny of man is on other days 
less subject to the supremacy and 
control of Providence; but it is held 
that, on this particular day, the ab- 
solute consequences of men's ac- 
tions, and the fate of nations and of 
climes, are meted out and weighed. 
It is a remarkable fact, that aU the 
ancient astronomers, of all nations, 
adopting the idea from the Jews, 
have given as the sign of the zodiac 
for this month, the figure of an aged 
man of stern aspect, holding a pair 
of scales in his right hand, and an 
open book in his left ; thus plainly 
expressing the religious idea of this 
festival, on which justice is the rul- 
ing attribute. 

The blowing of trumpets, which 
we find commanded both in Lev. 
xxiii. 23-25, and in Num. xxix. 1, i%^ 
a rite peculiar to this festival ; and 
^is not only observed to this day, but 
'the hearing of it is obligatory 
on all Jews. It has a direct refer- 
ence to, and close connexion .with, 
*the service of the day. It proclaims 
the King and his day of judgment ; 
as is said 1 Kings i. 39> *' And they 
blew the trumpet ; and all, the peo- 
ple exclaimed, God save the king I " 
and in Joel ii. 1, " Blow ye the 
trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm 
in my holy mountain : let all the in- 
habitants tremble; for the day of 
the Lord cometh, for it is nigh at 
hand." It is intended to call forth 
terror at the judgment ; as is written 
in Exod. xix. 16, " And the voice of 
the trumpet was exceeding loud; so 
that all the people that were in the 



camp were terrified ;" which verse is 
likewise commemorative of the giv- 
ing of the law. And in Amos iii. 6, 
" Shall a trumpet be blown in the 
city and the people Aot be terrified ? " 
It likewise expresses thanks, as in 
Psalms, " Hadlelujah ! praise him 
with trumpet sounds." It moreover 
denotes the freedom from error and 
transgression, which is to follow the 
universal acknowledgment of the 
kingdom of God ; as is written 
Lev. XXV. 9, 10 : " Then shalt thou 
cause the trumpet of the jubilee to 
sound, and proclaim liberty through- 
out all the land unto all the inhabit- 
ants thereof." And, lastly, it de- 
notes the restoration of Israel ; as is 
written Isaiah xxvii. 13 : "On that 
day the great trumpet shall sound, 
and those that are wandering about 
in the land of Ashur, and the out- 
casts from the land of' Egypt, shall 
come and worship the Lord on his 
holy mountain at Jerusalem." All 
these ideas are connected with, and 
expressed by, the sounding of the 
cornet this day, which is emphati- 
cally called jom sikaron, " the day of 
remembrance," and jom teruanff, 
" the day of blowing." 

The service of this festival com- 
prises prayers of a threefold kind : 

1. Malchioth, "Of homage," to in- 
voke the speedy approach oi the 
kingdom of God, when all mankind 
will arrive at the true knowledge of 
their Creator, and unite in the wor- 
ship of their supreme Benefactor. 

2. Sichronoth, " Of remembrance ;" 
acknowledging the omniscience, pro- 
vidence, and exercise of supremacy 
towards the individual, that it may 
please an all-merciful God to remem- 
ber his creatures in pity, and temper 
his judgment with mercy. And, 
lastly, 3. Shophroth, "Of sounding 
the cornet," to celebrate that future 
jubilee, when mankind will be free 
from the fetters of error, and acquire 
perfection in the knowledge of 
their God. Therefore the prayers 
which it is the duty of every Israel- 
ite to recite on this festival, enume- 
rate such verses of the sacred Scrip- 
tures as relate to the supreme reign 
of the Deity, to his omniscience and 
providence,and to the trumpet which is 

'at once to proclaim the liberation, and 
express the grateful joy^ of mankind. 
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The sacrifice of Isaac is likewise 
a principal part of the commemora- 
tive service of the day ; to recal the 
perfect obedience of the great fathers 
of our nation, and the memory of 
the covenant and oath of Mount 
Moriah ; and by an appeal to that 
covenant to implore mercy for a sin- 
ful race. 

We conclude by giving transla- 
tions of a few of the many soul- 
stirring prayers of that day : — 

" And now, O Lord our God, deign 
to extend the fear of thee to all thy 
works, and dread of thee to all thy 
creatures ; that all that is made may 
fear thee, and all that is created may 
bow unto thee, and become one body 
to obey thy will in singleness of 
heart. For well we know, O Lord 
our God, that all dominion is before 
thee, majesty is in thy power, might 
in thy right nand, and thy name is 
to be feared by all that thou hast 
created," 

*' Our God ! God of our fathers ! 
Reign over the universe in thy glory. 
Exjdt thyself over all the earth in 
thy splendour. And shine forth in 
the excellence of thy supreme majes- 
ty over all that dwelleth on thy ter- 
restrial globe. That all which is 
created may know thou hast created 
it; and that every being may uu- 
derstand that thou hast formed it ; 
and all that lives and breathes may 
exclaim, 'The Lord God of Israel is 
King, and his supreme power ruleth 
throughout the universe.' " 

'* Thou rememberest thy creation, 
the universe, and visitest all that 
was formed in days of old. Unto 
thee all things concealed are mani- 
fest, the manifold secrets since the 
beginning of time : For there is no 
oblivion before the throne of thy 
glory, nor is there any concealment 
before thy eye. Thou bearest in 
mind all that has ever been done ; 
and of all that is formed nothing is 
hidden from thee. All is revealed 
and known unto thee, O Lord our 
God, whose view penetrates to the 
end of all generations, when thou 
wilt enter into the decree of investi- 
gation, to examine every spirit and 
soul, to recal the many deeds, and the 
multifarious beings without end. 



Who is not ' visited on this day, 
when the record of all that is formed 
Cometh before thee ? — the actions of 
man and his pursuits, and the effects 
of every man's deeds ; the inward 
thoughts of man, and his designs, 
the secret motives of his deeds. 
Happy is the man ^ho forgetteth 
thee not, and the mortal who con- 
iirmr his faith in thee ! For they 
who seek thee will never stumble, 
those who rely on thee will never be 
put to shame ! " 

** Our God ! God of our fathers, 
deign in pity to us to remember the 
covenant, and the mercy, and the 
oath which thou didst swear unto our 
father Abraham on Mount Moriah : 
Let there be present J before thee, 
the binding of |his son Isaac on the 
altar, when our father Abraham sub- 
dued his paternal feelings of pity, 
in order to obey thy will in perfect 
devotion. O let thy mercy in like 
manner subdue thy wrath, and in 
thy great goodness turn away thine 
anger from thy people, thy city, and 
thine inheritance ; and perform unto 
us, O Lord, our God ! the assur- 
ance which thou hast given us in 
thy law through Moses thy ser- 
vant, "I will in mercy to them 
remember the covenant of their 
ancestors whom I brought forth 
out of the land of Mi8raim,"in the 
sight of the nations, that I might 
be their God. I am the Lord.' 
(Leviticus xxvi. 45.) For the Re- 
corder of all that is forgotten, art 
thou for ever : there is no oblivion 
before the throne of thy glory ; and 
the binding of Isaac, wilt thou this 
day remember in mercy unto his de- 
scendants. Blessed art thou, O Lord, 
who •rememberest the covenant." . 

" Our God! God of our fathers, 
sound the great trumpet of our libe- 
ration ; raise the standard to collect 
us that are exiled ; assemble us that 
are scattered amongst the nations, 
and gather us from the utmost 
bounds of the earth. Bring us to 
Zion in triumph, and to Jerusalem 
the temple of thy holiness in ever- 
lasting joy ; that we may there pre- 
sent to thee the offerings of our duty 
as we are commanded in thy law 
through Moses thy servant." 



Lomdon:— Printed by James Nichols, 46, Hoxton-Squarc!.. 
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I. CABBALA. 

Jews is, before 



The Cabbala of the 
according to the assertions of its 
professors, a divine, sublime, se- 
cret, and infinite science, and treats 
of the creation of the world, and 
of the Mosaic laws. We call 
it "the Cabbala of the Jews," be- 
cause in its doctrines the Jewiali 
religion is so closely interwoven, 
its references are so continual to 
the sacred Scriptures, and its tech- 
mcal terms so purelv and originally 
Hebrew, that, though it may not, as 
the science itself claims, date from 
the beginning of time and the days 
of Adam, it certainly, at some pe- 
riod or other, had its origin among 
the Jews. The word Cabbala sig- 
nifies traditions and this expression 
is not only to denote, that the doc- 
trines of this science were verbally 
transmitted, but likewise that their 
transmission from mouth to mouth 
was^so I private, that they never 
were taught at any school accessible 
to «11. No trace of the first rise of 
Cabbala is any where to be found. 
Whenever and wherever it appears, 
it is treated of as an old-established 
and intimately-cherished science. 
Should we, for instance, assume, 
that the book Sohar, *' Splendour," 
by R. Simon the son of Jochai,* is 
the first work composed on Cabbala ; 
according to its contents, the 
science was not only known long 

* R. Simon ben Jochai, called by the 
Cabbalifits, « the great light,'' was bom 
some time before the destruction of the 
city and temple of Jerusalem. He yf&a a 
disciple of R. Aldva. Fear of the Romans 
drove him to seek Shelter during twelve 
years in a cavern, where he occupied him- 
self with contemplations on divine subjects, 
which he either taught or dictated to his 
disciples, who, about sixty yean after his 
death, collected his treatises, and out of 
them composed the celebrated work Sohar, 
oj " Splendour.'' 



that book was composed, 
bat the Patriarchs themselves were 
amongst its most enlightened pro- 
fessors. Nor does it in any other 
work appear as new, but always as 
old-established, and commenting on 
the sacred Scriptures. Moses, Da- 
vid, Solomon, and the Prophets 
must, according to the Cabbala, 
have been most illustrious masters of 
the science ; and, though the Cab- 
balists assert that there have been 
men amongst them, who, without ever 
having received any instruction, and 
solely through the merits of their 
pious and sanctified conduct, have, by 
means of inspiration or the revela- 
tion of Elijah, been taught the se- 
crets of Cabbala ; yet these secrets 
were none other than what the Pa- 
triarchs, Moses, and the blessed 
characters of the Old Testament al- 
ready knew, and consisted in expla- 
nations of holy writ. The most ce- 
lebrated of the Cabbalists never at- 
tempted to spread their secret 
science, or to render it general. On 
the contrary, they were most cau- 
tious and reserved in their communi- 
cations. They rather preferred ab- 
' solute silence to the desecration of 
their science, by imparting it to any 
one who was not, through piety and 
a meritorious life, properly pre- 
pared to receive and preserve tneir 
treasures. When they deigned to 
afford their confidence and instruc- 
tion, it was done in the strictest pri- 
vacy, in some remote and undis- 
turbed part of their dwellings, or 
beneath the sombre shades of a fo- 
rest. Should the reader, who per- 
haps has heard of the mystifications 
of the Rossicrucians, and other si- 
milar secret societies, be tempted to 
confound the Cabbalists with them, 
he would fall into great error. The 
Cabbalists never formed a secret 
society ; awful oaths, pompous ce- 
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remonies, and unmeaning antics, 
formed no part of their inauguration 
into the profound and mysterious 
science they professed. It was the 
fear that its hidden and wonderful 
instruction might be abused by some 
unworthy listener, that impelled 
them to their extreme caution and 
secrecy. The written treatises on 
the science were not only short, but 
most obscure, full of abbreviations 
and initials, speaking more by signs 
than by words ; so that the writers 
might be certain that whosoever was 
not previously and properly initiated 
in the secrets of their science, would 
find their works sealed and incom- 
prehensible. 

As a science relating to the attri- 
butes of God, the creation, and the 
true meaning of the laws, its stores 
are by Cabbalists considered as inex- 
haustible ; and, although they admit 
that the Nameless One, the Great 
First Cause, is far above the ken or con- 
ception of any hiunan wisdom, they 
nevertheless consider their science, 
relating as it does to the most im- 
portant truths, as boundless. They 
believe that every professor, accord- 
ing to his worth and piety, attains 
to a certain degree of perfection in 
their science, and that, consequently, 
the same bock may be differently 
understood, according to the vari- 
ous degrees of knowledge possessed 
by the readers ; and that the further 
any one penetrates into this science, 
the nearer he approaches communion 
with the Deity. The Divine law, 
according to them, is not only wise, 
but is itself the Wisdom of the God- 
head ; and as this Wisdom was not 
created, but was the instrument of 
creation, the law, which is that 
wisdom, existed prior to the creation 
of the world. Thence will be seen 
the high dignity this science ascribes 
to man, on whom the law, which is 
- the Wisdom of God, has been freely 
bestowed. 

Many are the Hebrew works that 
treat of this science, and without any 
attempt at mystery, announce them- 
selves as teachers of Cabbala. Few of 
these, however, ascend so high as the 
first centuries of the Christian era ; 
because those of that early period were 
mostly ambiguous ; hiding, beneath 
expressions, apparently indifferent, 



their profound and mistical 'doc- 
trines, upon which their successors 
offer expositions. But, with the 
progress of time, this veil of secrecy 
decreases, till, in the latter centuries, 
several works professedly treat on the 
subject. 

The Rabbies of the Talmud, and 
of the earliest Medrashim, (" Expo- 
sitions,") have not, in any of their 
sayings, evinced any direct connex- 
ion with Cabbala, although, accord- 
ing to the expositions of the latter 
Cabbalists, all the doctrines of the 
Talmud and Medrashim, explained 
according to the rules of their sci* 
ence, are embued with Cabbalistic 
principles. We may justly doubt 
whether these interpretations actually 
convey the meaning of the Talmudic 
Rabbies; but we are compelled to 
admit, that many of the Talmudic 
doctrines so evidently correspond 
with those of Cabbala as not to per- 
mit us to doubt, that many of those 
Rabbies studied Cabbala, and in 
their sayings refer to its maxims ; 
but, as they never openly and with- 
out a veil made use of any Cab- 
balistic doctrines, it is probable 
that all their maxims have a double 
meaning, and particularly such of 
them as appear to us perfectly in- 
comprehensible and void of sense. 

The doctrines of Cabbala, accord- 
ing to the statement of its professors, 
in addition to the sublime and com- 
prehensive science they teach, can 
impart, to him who is properly ini- 
tiated, the faculty not only to work 
wonders, but to exercise powers al- 
most creative. This is called Cabbala 
mangsioih, or ** active or inferior Cab* 
bala ;" and we mention it here, in order 
to acquaint the reader with the exte- 
rior influence of Cabbala, before we 
propound to him its real doctrines, 
the knowledge of which this Cabbala 
mangsioth does not absolutely re- 
quire; because any one, who, even 
without knowing the why or where- 
fore, disposes of certain letters in a 
certain manner and pronounces the 
words thereby produced, may effect 
certain miraculous events : Conse- 
quently every worker of wonders 
needs not .be a Cabbalist ; whereas 
every Cabbalist, from the knowledge 
which his science imparts, .can be a 
worker of wonders. We are,. how. 
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ever, bound to do the Cabbaliats 
the justice to admit, that the real 
professors of this science never car- 
ried it on like alchymists, as a 
means of making gold; but they 
devoted themselves to its study, be- 
cause, according to their opinions, 
its doctrines were Divine ; they even 
considered it a heinous offence, were 
any one to desecrate their science 
by abusing its powers so far as to 
work wonders for his own advan- 
tage. To express this, they use 
the Talmudic maxim, ** He who 
abuses the crown perisheth." It 
was therefore not for the sake of 
the wonderful powers it confers that 
these men studied Cabbala, but for 
the sake of the profound Divine 
knowledge they .believed it to im- 
part. The most illustrious professors 
of the science neither endeavoured 
to derive individual advantages from, 
nor to shine by, the wisdom of their 
art. They mostly were poor, needy, 
and, so far from seeking fame, they 
concealed their knowledge, and, in 
the midst of their poverty, felt more 
happy than the kings of this world. 

The reader will here probably de- 
mand, how an Israelite, who believes 
that all occurrences emanate from 
Divine Providence, should at the 
same time be ready to assert, that 
man can by any science produce su- 
pernatural effects, and that even 
criminally, — consequently contrary 
to the will of the Deity. To this 
question, we, in the name of the 
Cabbalists, must reply ; that what 
we call "supernatural effects" are 
in reality necessary and natural con- 
sequences of causes operating with- 
in their hidden sphere. Moreover, 
as it is not contrary to the belief 
that all occurrences are from the 
Deity, to maintain that man has the 
free will to murder his neighbour or 
not; so it is likewise not contrary 
to that belief, to maintain that a 
man may, by abusing the powers of 
Cabbala, act criminally, — and con- 
sequently contrary to the will of 
God. Man is a free agent, and may 
act contrary to the will of God; 
of which, however, he, with his free 
will, is ultimately but an instrument. 

Active Cabbala according to the 
assertion^ of Cabbalists, comprises 
another branchy opposite in its kind. 



namely, the effects produced by the 
means of impure powers, called kish- 
oph, " sorcery ; " as there are in the 
inferior world, (as we shall hereafter 
detail,) impure spiritual beings, who 
accompany purity as the shadow 
does the light, ana by means of whom 
supernatural effects may likewise be 
produced. 

But all these assertions merely 
relate to accessaries, which scarcely 
deserve further notice ; whilst the 
essential doctrines of Cabbala cer- 
tainly merit investigation, in order 
to arrive at a correct idea of their 
authenticity and tendency. After 
having acquired the fundamental 
rules of their science, which in it- 
self can only be considered as a 
system of philosophy, the chief, oc- 
cupation of Cabbalists is to apply 
these rules to the letters, words, 
meaning, and commands of the Mo- 
saic law, in order to explain the 
same. In this they always succeed 
in a most surprising manner. They 
find, in the positive and negative 
commands of the law, a far more 
sublime meaning than what is gene- 
rally, but superficially, assigned to 
them ; although they do not deny 
the correctness of the meaning gene- 
rally assigned, as far as that mean-* 
ing goes, they maintain that it is in- 
sufficient to explain the laws of God. 
And they are of opinion, that if 
man, guided by his common sense 
only, were capable of conceiving the 
real purport and object of the Divine 
laws, there would have been no oc- 
casion for the Deity to reveal them ; 
and man would in that case have 
been justified in modifying or alter- 
ing them as circumstances might re- 
quire. As an instance, in our last 
number, we mentioned the Divine 
command to blow the cornet on the 
Rosh haskana, and we there endea- 
voured to explain its intent, and 
connexion with the service of the 
day. The Cabbalists do not deny, 
that such, in the first instance, 
is the intent of this command ; but 
they go further, and assign other far 
more sublime purposes and effects, 
which they demonstrate according 
to their doctrines ; and are of opi- 
nion, that, if the blowing of horns 
had no other purposes than such as 
we enumerated, the Jews mig^'^ ^'^ 
2 
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pense with the observance^ as other 
means could be found, (for instance, 
the firing of cannon,) which would 
produce the same solemn impressions 
even in a higher degree. 

It must not, however, be sup- 
posed that these opinions of the 
Cabbalists, or even the admission of 
the correctness of their doctrines in 
general, is essential to the Jewish 
faith, or that the authenticity of 
this science roust of necessity- foe 
acknowledged by every Jew. No ! 
the Cabbalists themselves (to their 
high honour) do not make the belief 
in their maxims (although they con- 
sider them as the real essence of re- 
ligion) an indispensable condition 
either to salvation, or to the being 
an acceptable worshipper of the 
great God of Israel. They even ad- 
mit that the Jew who never heard 
of Cabbala, or who contradicts i(s 
authority, will, nevertheless, be a 
real Jew, and entitled to salvation, 
provided his conduct in other re- 
spects be in accordance with the laws 
of God, though he does not or will 
not penetrate into their real meaning. 
They consider the possession of 
their science as a special perfection, 
which every Jew is not able, and 
therefore, not obliged, to attain. 

Notwithstanding the many books 
which have been written on this 
science, its real professors are so 
few, that it is possible, amongst 
ten thousand Jews learned in the 
law, not to find one conversant with 
the doctrines of Cabbala. But though 
the real knowledge of their essen- 
tials is thus limited, a superficial 
knowledge of these doctrines is 
spread amongst the Jews,, and has 
always exercised a powerful influence 
on their general character. It is 
true, that some learned and cele- 
brated men amongst them altogether 
reject the Cabbala, and will hear 
nothing of its doctrines ; as, for 
instance, Rabenu Moses Ben Mai- 
mon,* (or as, from the initials of his 
name, he is more generally called, 
'Rambami) who not only scoffs at 
Cabbala in general, but more esp^ci- 
ally at Cabbalam angsioth, of and at 
which he pours forth his unqualified 
reprobation. But notwithstanding 
this way of thinking, he is, however, 
• Vide pages 28. 



acknowledged by all Jews as one of . 
the most eminent teachers of the law. 
But this great man combated a sci- 
ence which he knew only by name ; 
for his extensive studies of the laws, 
philosophy, and medicine did not 
leave him any time for the acqui- 
sition of a science, which his preju- 
dices prevented his considering as 
worthy of his attention. In like 
manner, the opponents of Cabbala 
ever were such as had not deign- 
ed to make it a subject of their 
studies; so that, with respect to 
their opinions concerning Cabbala^ 
the Jews may be divided into three 
classes : 1. The professors of the 
science, who all assert its authentici- 
ty and excellence ; but their numbers 
are very limited. 2. Learned Jews, 
who, though they have not studied 
Cabbala, reject its system, and com- 
bat its doctrines ; but their numbers 
are still less, 3. Learned and un- 
learned Jews, who have no know- 
ledge of the doctrines of Cabbala, 
but who are aware there is such a 
science, and who entertain no doubts 
of its authenticity. The last of these 
classes form the bulk of the nation, 
by whom its general character is ex- 
pressed. (It will scarcely be neces- 
sary to call those a fourth class, how- 
ever numerous they may be, who 
knoiw nothing, and believe nothing.) 
And it is a certain fact that, though 
Cabbala, as we have already said, 
forms no part of the Jewish faith, 
yet its influence on the general cha- 
racter of the nation is so strong that 
even the lowest and most ignorant 
Jew, provided he keeps the com- 
mands of his law, is impressed with 
the conviction, that these commands 
have a most sublime and important 
purpose; which, though he knows 
nothing of it, is not the less certain. 
From this conviction arises the de- 
voted resignation with which the Jew, 
in all ages and in all climes, has 
borne the reproaches of his oppo- 
nents ; and, when he thus submitted 
to the contumely with which he was 
loaded by those who accused him of 
superstitious observances, it was cer- 
tainly done not from any want of acute 
feelings of honour, but, on the con- 
trary, from an inward sentiment of 
pity for those who could contemn that 
of which they knew not the worth. 
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We confess that we are not suffi- 
ciendy initiated in the mysteries of 
this science to be able to pronounce 
any opinion respecting its merits : 
But to those who might be tempted 
to consider it the offspring of a 
heated imagination, combined with 
strong penetration, and who, there- 
fore, pronounce it to be merely a 
mythological philosophy of the Jews ; 
founding their opinion on the fact, 
that human penetration, if under 
the guidance of an ardent fancy, is 
liable to be misled, and the more 
misled, the stronger its powers are : 
— To those, we would say. Be not too 
rash in forming and pronouncing 
that opinion ; as, even m the slight 
knowledge to which we have attained, 
we are struck by the astonishing 
uniformity and correspondence which 
pervade the whole system, and the 
reference of one part to another, 
which cannot be the effect of chance, 
as we must suppose it to be were it 
the result of successive human fan- 
cies. At all events, we propose, for 

(To be 



the information of such of our read- 
ers as may deem that, which many 
consider most important, as not alto- 
.gether unworthy of their attention, 
occasionally to afford a little room 
in our pages to some of the writers 
on this subject, in order that they 
and we may, eventually, arrive at 
something like a correct estimate 
respecting this mysterious science. 
And be the result what it may, it 
must alvrays be important, and can 
never become detrimental to the lite- 
rary fame of the Jews : For if Cabbala 
should prove to be merely a Jewish 
system of philosophical mythologv, 
it will even then, in purity and suo- 
limity of Ideas, be as far superior to 
the mythologies of all other ancient 
nations, as the knowledge of the 
true God is superior to any know- 
ledge they possessed. The transla- 
tions which, in succeeding numbers, 
we intend to give, will introduce our 
readers into this lofty but obscure 
structure of the olden time. 

continued.) 
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DIVISION I. CHAPTER IX. 

Every system of legislation pre- 
supposes, 1. Volition, or freedom 
of choice, on the part of those that 
are to^obey ; and 2. A purpose on the 
part of the legislator. These are 
evidently the first principles of all 
laws; because, unless man had the 
freedom of choice, he could incur 
no responsibility ; and where no re- 
sponsibility exists, it is futile to 
enact laws or punishments. For pu- 
nishment can only visit the trans- 
gressor, and he only is really a trans- 
gressor who has the power, and conse- 
quently the choice, to do or to leave 
undone. This first principle is so self- 
evident, that even they who deny 
the rewards and punishments of a 
future state are, nevertheless, com- 
pelled to admit that man has perfect 
freedom of choice ; that he is not 
restrained, but may shape his actions 
for good or evil as his inclinations 



But this volition, or 
freedom of choice, being thus a 
principle inherent in every system of 
legislation, he greatly errs who con- 
siders it as peculiarly essential to the 
Divine laws ; for, though these can- 
not be conceived without freedom 
of choice, yet this is by no means 
exclusively peculiar to them, but 
what they have in common with any 
and every other system of laws. 
The purpose of the legislator is 
likewise another first principle com- 
mon to all systems of legislation, 
and this purpose can be no other 
than the real good (or at least what 
the legislator considers as such) of 
those to whom he addresses his laws« 
But though his first principle is 
general, yet the sublime and most 
important purpose of the Divine 
legislation — a purpose which no 
other laws can share in, or attain, 
— makes it exclusively peculiar to 
the Divine lawsj which alone can. 
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and intend to, confer perfection in 
this and in a future state. Accord- 
^g]y» ^G fii^d that when Moses says, 
in Deuteronomy xxx, 19, ** Behold , 
I have set before you life and death ; 
and ye shall therefore choose life ; " 
his design is to inculcate the purpose 
of thelegislator and men's freedom of 
choice. For though we said before 
that volition was a general principle 
not exclusively peculiar to Divine 
laws, as their purpose is, yet Moses 
is induced to enumerate both, in 
order to silence the assertions of 
Fatalists, who deny the freedom of 
choice, and of Epicureans, who 
maintain that the world is governed 
by chance, and consequently deny 
any fixed purpose in the Divine le- 
gislation ; and even those of them 
who allow a general purpose in the 
creation, yet deny a special purpose 
or providence. It is to refute and 
correct these two opinions, which in 
their progress would become equally 
destructive to every system of legis- 
lation, that the Divine laws inform 
us there is a purpose in them, and 
man is a free, and therefore a re- . 
sponsible, agent. 

CHAPTER X. 

The essential principles of the 
Divine laws are generally assumed 
to be three : — 1. The existence of 
the Deity: 2. Revelation: And, 3. 
Rewards and pimi^-hments. And he 
who denies one of these essentials 
rejects the Divine laws altogether. 
For if the first be not true, the se- 
cond cannot have taken place ; and 
without the second, the third cannot 
be ; and if the third be not true in a 
two-fold degree, — corporeally in this 
world and spiritually in another 
world ,-^the second is needless : For 
were its purpose only to regulate so- 
ciety, that purpose would require no 
revelation, but might be accom- 
plished by means of the natural 
laws of society alone ; whereas there 
can be no doubt that divine laws 
enforce that perfection (of the im- 
mortal soul) which natural laws have 
it not in their power to bestow, as 
will hereafter be proved more at 
large. It is therefore evident that 
the spiritual reward or punishment 
is an essential principle of the Di- 
vine laws,' whilst corporeal reward 



or punishment 4s merely to indicate 
the fact, that there is the like in 
a future state. Hence our Rabbles, 
in the chapter Cheleck, after having 
said, ** that every Israelite is en- 
titled to eternal life," continue : 
*' These persons are exceptions to 
that general rule, who have no 
share in the life to come; namely, 
1. He who denies that the resur- 
rection of the dead is inculcated 
by the law of Moses." In using 
the expression, ** Resurrection of 
the dead," they indicate the reward 
or punishment both of body and 
soul ; not merely the simple rising 
of the dead, but their rising to 
judgment. ** 2. He who denies that 
the law is from God, or its revela- 
tion: and .3. The Epicurean, who 
denies the existence of God." Our 
Rabbies likewise mention some other 
principles of faith, the denial of 
which len tails privation of the life to 
come: Yet these are not in them- 
selves essential principles, but merely 
branches growing out of the above 
three. 

CHAPTER XI. 

" This is the law which Moses set before the 
children of IsraeL" (Deutjv. 44.) 

As WE all acknowltdge this law, 
it is incumbent on us to consider the 
same as the standard and criterion 
of all divine laws, in order by means 
of it to define what are their essen- 
tial requisites ; as, from the confor- 
mation of any one individual, we 
come to the conclusion of what is 
essentially requisite for the whole 
species. Accordingly, the three es- 
sential principles, mentioned in the 
preceding chapter, are laid down 
as fundamental in the chapters of 
Genesis that treat of the creation. 
From Genesis i. 1, ** In the begin- 
ning God created the heavens and 
the earth," to Genesis ii. 4,** These are 
the generations of the heavens and 
the earth," is evinced the first es- 
sential principle, (the existence of 
the Deity,) in contradiction to the 
Epicureans, who maintain that the 
world arose by chance. For the 
order and the gradual formation, at 
different times, of vegetables, infe- 
rior animals, and lastly of beings 
gifted with reason, demonstrate their 
creation according to a fixed plan 
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and will. In this first part of Gene- 
sis it is likewise proved, that, amongst 
the beings of this inferior world, 
man holds the first rank, and was 
the sole purpose of its creation ; in 
order that he might be instrumental, 
and lead to, the perfection of the 
rest of the creation, namely, vegeta- 
bles and animals. For as the first 
working up of the raw material is 
but preparatory of, and conducive 
to, its final manufacture into the 
article it is destined to form, so the 
rest of the creation (vegetables and 
animals) are but the crude materials 
to which the wants of man give a 
final purpose. Therefore, man was 
the last created, and is more empha- 
tically designated as the workman- 
ship of God, — **0n the day that 
God created man," (Genesis v. 1,) — 
in order to denote that the object 
of creation was centred in him ; 
for he alone is capable of conceiving 
and knowing the existence of the 
Creator. With man the work of 
creation was completed ; and then, 
and not till then, was said, '* Then 
were completed the heavens and the 
earth, and all their hosts." (Gene- 
sis ii. 1.) For the work is only 
then completed when its purpose 
is attained. The whole of this 
narrative in Genesis is written for 
the purpose of teaching us, that 
whatever was done by the Creator 
was so done in conformity with a 
fixed plan and will ; and throughout 
this chapter no other name ot the 
Deity is mentioned except Elohim, 
to denote the power of creating or 
calling beings into existence. 

From Genesis ii. 4, "These are 
the generations of the heavens and 
the earth," to Genesis iv. I, "And 
Adam knew Eve his wife," the se- 
cond of the three essential princi- 
fles, namely. Revelation, is evinced, 
t is there said, " The Lord God com- 
manded man." This is at once re- 
velation and Divine law. Previously, 
however, we are informed. Gen. ii. 
19, "And God brought every beast 
of the field and every bird of the air 
unto Adam, to see what he would 
call them; and whatever the man 
called every 'living creature that is 
the name thereof." This was an 
effect of his being gifted with rea- 
son^ and therefore more capable than 



any other animal of having those 
Divine laws revealed to him, which 
he alone is worthy to obey. There- 
fore, too, he was placed in the Gar- 
den of Edea that he might enjoy 
the tree of life, which grew in the 
midst of the garden ; namely, the 
Divine laws of revelation' of which it 
is said, " She is a tree of life to all 
that adhere to her," (Proverbs iii. 
18,) and the transgressing of which 
would cause hiii to be exiled from 
that blissful abode. The fate of 
Adam and Eve is related, to tell man 
what he has to expect in this world, 
where ** the Serpent," or, as our 
Rabbles named him, Jetzer harang, 
(" evil passions,") by means of the 
woman, who prevented his attaining 
perfection, will endeavour to cause 
his exile from the regions of bliss. 
The name of the Deity introduced 
throughout the whole of this rela- 
tion is "the Lord Gou," to denote 
that, in order to attain perfection, it 
is not sufficient to believe in the ex- 
istence of the Creator, merely from 
the contemplation of nature which 
he created ; (the Elohim, or powers 
of the Creator, of the first chapter ;) 
but that it is indispensable to ac- 
knowledge and believe in revelation, 
the contemplations of which are 
more sublime than the former, — as 
it is only by means of revelation, or 
obedience to the Divine laws, that 
man may, in accordance with the 
will of God, enjoy the tree of life, — 
which the mere belief in the exist- 
ence of the Creator can never ac- 
complish. But, in order to protect 
man from falling into the error, that, 
by the variation of these two names, 
two different beings are designated, 
the Divine laws, at the time of the 
giving of the Decalogue tell us, 
" And Elohim (God) spake all these 
words," (Exodus xx. 1,) to denote 
that the same Being who created the 
world, revealed and gave the law. 
And he begins the decalogue by 
saying, " I am the Lord thy God," 
to denote that this venerated name, 
which accompanied the first revelation 
to Adam, and which now dictates the 
law, is that of the same Being who 
created the universe. And Moses, 
in Deuteronomy, when he repeats 
the relation of the circumstances at- 
tending the giving of the Decalogue^ 
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used the words, " These words the 
Lord spoke to all your assembly," 
(Deut. iv. 22,) to denote, that, 
though in Exodus it is said, " Elo- 
HiM spoke," both names appertain 
to the same Being, — blessed be He ! 

From Genesis iv. 1, ** And Adam 
knew Eve his wife," to Gen. v. 1, 
** This is the book of the generations 
of man ; *' the third essential princi- 
ple (reward and punishment) is 
evinced. The history of Cain and 
Abel completes what the history of 
Adam has commenced. The punish- 
ment of Adam was general, and in 
his person extended to the whole 
species. His offence was transgress- 
ing the will of God. The punish- 
ment of Cain was individual, his 
offence was not only a transgres- 
sion of the will of God, but like- 
wise the commission of wrong, in- 
justice, and violence. And the Deity 
cannot, and does not, suffer such 
wrong to remain unpunished. In 
this narrative is evinced the spe- 
cial providence of the Deity ; that, 
however "long-suffering" the Di- 
vine wrath is towards evil-doers, (as 
it was to Cain,) the punishment is, 
nevertheless, sure .to overtake them 
as it djd him, who eventually came 
to a violent end ; * and entailed per- 
dition on his descendants, who were 
all destroyed in the flood. And 
though many men of great intellec- 
tual and inventive powers were 
among them, such as *'Javal, the 
father of those who dwelt in tents, 
and reared ^cattle," and " Jubal, the 
father of all players on musical 
instruments," and " Tubal Cain, the 
instructer of all that wrought in 
copper and iron," yet their talents 
could not screen their descendants 
from the punishment due to their 
guilt. 

Throughout the relation of all 
these events the only name of the ' 
Deity introduced is " the Lord," to 
denote his especial providence, 
*' which rewardeth man according 
to his ways, and the fruit of his 
deeds " This attribute is not essen- 
tial to calling forth creation, or to 
ffrant revelation, but is an especial 
divine perfection. It is a proof that 

• According to the tradition of the Tal- 
mnd, Cain was accidentally killed by 
Lamech. 



the Deity deigns to bestow his pro* 
vidential care on the lowly beings of 
this inferior world, and to aid and 
protect "^them against their powerful 
oppressors. Accordingly the pro- 
phet says, " Thus saith the high and 
lofty One, that inhabiteth eternity, 
whose name is holt, I dwell on high 
in holiness, and with the contrite 
and humble spirit, to revive the 
spirit of the lowly, and to revive the 
heart of the contrite," Isaiah Ivii. 15. 
In this narration of Cain we see that 
the exercise of this providence is tem- 
pered by mercy ; and that the gates 
of repentance are opened to those 
who are sincerely contrite : *' Verily, 
if thou doest well, thou wilt be for- 
given." (Genesis iv. 6.) This is not 
in conformity with the attribute of 
strict justice; and, accordingly, 
throughout the whole of this rela- 
tion, the name " Elohim," expres- 
sive of strict justice, is not once 
introduced. 

That part of Genesis ii. 4, com- 
mencing with the words, "These 
are the generations of the heavens 
and the earth," is a preface and 
introduction to the giving of the 
first law ; and the subsequent pas- 
sage, (verse 1,) "This is the book 
of the generations of man," is in- 
tended as a title-page of what is to 
follow; as if the words had been, 
" This book will treat of man ; " 
and. the subject is accordingly en- 
tered upon : "In the day that God 
created man, in the likeness of God 
made he him, male and female 
created he them." The variations 
in the construction here made use 
of are intended to convey to man a 
most important truth, illustrative of 
the individual reward and punish- 
ment, one of the three essential prin- 
ciples that have been treated of; 
namely, that such reward or pun- 
ishment results from, and is a con- 
sequence of, the reason with which he 
is gifted, and by means of which he 
is in " the likeness of God;" that is 
to say, having an individual aim and 
purpose, distinct from the aim and 
purpose of his species. In this re- 
spect he resembles the beings of an 
order superior to his own, and is not, 
like inferior animals, merely the 
member of a species. 

Man unites within himself a two- 
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fold nature. Gifted with reason, he, 
Hke the angels, forms an individual he- 
ing, having a peculiar and distinct pur- 
pose ; therefore, it is said, " In the 
likeness of God created he Aim," in 
the singular numher. In his corpo- 
real capacity, however, man, like other 
animals, is but member of a species, 
and comprised in its general purpose, 
which is denoted by the words, 
" Male and female created he them,*' 
in the plural number. To this our 
Rabbles referred in the Medrash 
Rabba,* on the words. Let us make 
man in our image : ** With whom did 
the Deity consult ? " R. Joshua, the 
son of Levy saith, ** With the works 
of heaven and earth." Until the 
sixth day of creation, before man 
was formed, there were but two dif- 
ferent classes of beings throughout 
the universe : The superior ones, 
whose existence and purpose is indi- 
vidual ; and the inferior ones, whose 
existence and purpose is not indi- 
vidual, but collective, as members of 
a race or species. The Deity, about 
to produce a being composed of, and 
uniting within himself, the qualities 
of both these distinct classes, said to 
both, " Let us make man in our 
image : Like you, superior ones, 
baving an individual purpose : Like 
you, inferior ones, a member of a 
species and comprised in its general 
purpose." All these precepts of the 
Divine laws Abraham taught, in the 

Eassage of Genesis xxiv. 7- '*The 
lOrd God of heaven, who took me 
from my father's house and my na- 
tive land, and who spoke to me and 
8wor« to me ; " namely, that the 
same who has created the superior 
beings has likewise created the infe- 
rior ones ; and that man, composed 
of, and uniting within himself, both 
classes, is capable of receiving Divine 
revelation, and of being an object of 
special providence. 

CHAPTER XII. 

The doctrine, that the world was 
created out of nothing, — although 
necessarily admitted by every one 
who believes the Divine laws, as 
every one who believes in the law of 
Moses necessarily admits that " the 
earth opened its mouth and swal- 

♦ Vide Note, page 11. 



lowed Korah and what to him be- 
longed," XNumbers xvi. 32,) — is, 
nevertheless, not indispensable to a 
belief in the Divine laws, so that it 
would be wrong to maintain they 
cannot subsist without that precept : 
And those of our wise men who held, 
that the law of Moses commenced 
with an account of the creation of 
the world out of nothing, because it 
intended to <:onvey that the belief 
therein was an essential principle of 
the Divine laws, are greatly tn error. 

He who with Aristotle believes, 
that the world is increate, as he does 
not concede to the Deity the power 
even to enlarge the wings of a fly, — 
will assuredly not admit the miracles 
of the law of Moses ; but must, by 
reason of his system, refuse to be- 
lieve that the Holy One (blessed be 
He ! ) has the pow«r at once to turn 
a stick into a serpent, water into 
blood, and the like. This opinion 
win, therefore, not allow the possibi- 
lity of divine laws. 

But, as it is possible to believe the 
eternity of matter, out of which 
the Deity created the world, ac- 
cording to his fixed plan and will ; 
he who entertains that opinion allows 
the creative power of the Deity, and 
does not, therefore, need, by f easen 
of his system, to refuse his belief to 
the miracles related in the law of 
Moses, as none of those miracles 
assert the creation of something out 
of nothing, but merely the trans- 
muting of one substance into ano- 
ther : As, for instance, the changing 
of a stick into a serpent, or water 
into blood, and the like. For, al- 
though these ase substances of a dif- 
ferent nature, yet the creative power 
of the Deity might so temper their 
admixture, — as, for instance, to im- 
pregnate one part of the water with 
air, another with fire, and a third 
with earth, and thus create blood, 
not only apparent, but real, as is said 
in Exoaus vii. 21, "And the fish in 
the river died, and the river stank." 

Yet even this qualified opinion 
is contrary to the Divine law, ac- 
cording to which we are bound to 
believe that the creation was formed 
out of nothing. Not that this belief 
is an essential principle of the Divine 
laws, because they are not utterly 
irreconcilable with the opinion, that 
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matter, though increate, is disposed of 
for the purposes of the creation, ac- 
cording to the fixed plan and will of 
the Deity. But the law of Moses makes 
it obligatory on us to believe the 
creation of the world out of nothing ; 
as he who believes matter to be in- 



create 'does not confine the attribute 
of eternity, duration without begin- 
ning or end, to the Deity only, but 
supposes another eternal substance, 
co-existing with the Deity,— a sup- 
position contrary to the truth taught 
by the Divine laws. 



{To be continued.) 



ni.— COMMENTARIES ON HOLY .WRIT. '^ 

Wb are induced to give another commentary on the same verse of 
Genesis, on which last week we offered a short exposition. Indeed, the 
number and variety of commentators on the first chapters of Genesis are 
so great, that it would be impossible for us to find room for one-twen- 
tieth part of them : We must, therefore, confine ourselves to a few of 
tlie most celebrated ; and, accordingly, insert the following extract from 
the commentary of R. Isaac Abarbanel, a learned Portuguese, of the 
sixteenth century, who, after having enjoyed high honours and digni- 
ties, at the court of Lisbon, was eventually compelled to abandon his 
friends, his native land, and large property, and to seek a refuge at 
Amsterdam, in order to retain the faith of his fathers. His writings, 
which are numerous, enjoy a very high reputation. From his exten- 
sive commentary we extract the following : — 

< In the beginning Elohim (God) created, eth phaihamaim, the heavens and the earth.'* 

(Genesis i. 1.) 
Elohim, (GodO In the Talmud, Of the first among many instances 



Treatise Schwuoth, chapter Schwuoth 
hangeduth, we read, "The names 
[of God] which it is prohibited to 
erase, are as follows : — Besides the 
. Most Holy Name composed of the 
four letters, Yod, He, Van, He, [in 
English rendered, the Lord,] they 
are. El, Elohim, Eloha, Adonai, 
Eheieh, Jah, Shaddai, Zebaoth." 

Although there are thus several 
names assigned to the Deity, there 
are two peculiarly distinguished, 
namely, the first, rendered in Eng- 
lish, the Lord, and Elohim, God. 
This distinction consists of the fol- 
lowing points : — 

1. Wnenever the Deity reveals 
himself to a prophet, or when any 
prophet addresses the Deity, we 
never, find, throughout the whole of 
the sacred Scriptures, any other name 
mentioned than one of these two, or 
both. 

2. These two names, when joined, 
often change places : As sometimes 
the expression is, "The Lord God," 
and sometimes, *' God the Lord." 



we quote Deuteronomy iii. 24 : " O 
Lord God, thou hast begun to shew 
thy servant thy greatness, and thy 
mighty hand ; *' &c. ; and of the se- 
cond, Habakkuk iii. 19, *' God the 
Lord is my strength." Such trans- 
positions 00 not occur in any other 
names of the Deity. 

3. No adjective, or other name, 
ever precedes these two ; as, for in- 
stance, we never find, (in Hebrew,) 
"Zebaoth the Lord," but always, 
"the Lord Zebaoth;" nor "merl 
ciful Lord," but always, " the Lord 
merciful," and the like. 

4. The first name. Lord ,is never 
in the genitive case, except by means 
of the names, Elohim, or El, God ; 
as, for instance, " The Lord God of 
Israel," "The Lord God of hosts," &c. 

5. The first name is sometimes 
punctuated with the same vowel 
points as Elohim, and is read accord- 
ingly ; but Elohim is never punctur 
ated with the vowel points of the 
first name. 

The root of the name Elohim is 
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found again in two other names^ 
Eloha, and Elohei, The last always 
governs the genitive, as Elohei hasha- 
maim, *' the God of the heavens," but 
Elohim is nominative. And though 
both names are always pronounced 
with a vau, yet they are never writ- 
ten so ; but Eloha, without a yod, 
always has the vau, except in Deute- 
ronomy xxxii. 17, "They sacrificed 
to devils," lo Eloha, (" who are not 
God ") J where it wants the vau, be- 
cause it is here not intended to ex- 
press the name of God. To explain 
all this, we observe : — 

The first name denotes God ab- 
stractedly, as he cannot be con- 
ceived; and relates solely to his 
own being without any relative con- 
nexion whatever; thus, as the 
Rabbies explained Numbers, vi. 27. 
*'They shall pronounce my name 
over the children of Israel." My 
nam^ — " The name which solely re- 
lates to me ; " it therefore has no 
relation to any thing but to Himself 
alone. But the name Elohim denotes 
the emanation of all ^ood, which 
brings Him in relation with his crea- 
tures ; and his creative power, which 
gave existence to all beings : Whence 
this name only is alluded to in the 
history of the creation; and when- 
ever the powers of creation, as 
evinced in nature, are mentioned by 
any of the sacred writers, this name, 
as in direct connexion with creation, 
is expressed. When, therefore, the 
prevailing idea of holy writ is to in- 
dicate the Deity abstractedly. Lord 
is placed before Elohim j but when 
the prevailing idea refers to the 
powers of creation, Elohim precedes 
Lord. 

For this cause no adjective can 
precede these names, because it can- 
not be appended to the Deity ab- 
stractedly: Nor can it follow the 
first name except by means of Elo- 
him, as it is only in consequence of 
creation that his creatures can ap- 
pend any attribute to his name. 
Thence, likewise, the first name 
is sometimes punctuated with the 
Yowel-points of Elohim, but not the 
reverse ; for although we may, from 
the emanation of his omnipotence, 
become conscious of his Being ab- 
stractedly, yet we cannot conceive 



how the creative powers could ema- 
nate from that Being which is alto- 
gether abstracted, and beyond our 
comprehension. As the name denot- 
ing the creative power is an emana- 
tion of that abstract Being which 
we cannot conceive, but only be con- 
scious of, all the names derived from 
the same root, namely, Elohim, Eloha, 
and Elohei, contain half of the first 
name of four letters^ either the Yod 
and He or the He and Vau, and never 
more than two letters out of the 
four : Thence Elohim and Elohei are 
never written Malah,.* or " in full," 
but always wanting the Vau j where- 
as Eloha, with the single exception 
we have mentioned above, is never 
written chaser, or, "short of the 
vau ; " so that two out of the four let- 
ters are always embodied. 

As this name Elohim thus de^ 
notes the relation between the 
creative power that bestows, and 
his creatures that receive, it is 
likewise in Hebrew applied to those 
created beings who by means of their 
official situation, bestow on others 
who receive. Thence angels are 
called Elohim, as they are the Divine 
instruments to bestow his blessings 
on the World. Thence, too, the 
name was imparted to idols, as their 
worshippers considered them the 
dispensers of every thing. It is fur- 
ther extended to Judges, who dis- 
pense justice to their inferiors.' But, 
when thus applied, the name Elohim 
is always plural; whereas when 
limited to its original purpose of ex- 
pressing the noun proper of the 
Deity, it is singular ; as we likewise 
find the plural termination (yod mem) 
applied to other nouns proper, which 
nevertheless are singular, as ^/>Aratm, 
Mizraim t^gyp*]- Perhaps, the 
plural termination is appended, to 
express the collection of powers of 
the Creator, and their relation to the 
various creatures which separately 
enjoy their efflux. 

• Maiah and chaser — The orthography 
of the Holy Scnptures varies sometimes ; 
as certain words are in some places spelt 
¥rith a letter, which at other times is omit- 
ted. The Masoretic writers call the first 
malah or complete, and the last chaser or 
" incomplete." 



(To be continued.) 
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IV.— MORALITY OF THE TALMUD. 

(Continued from page 14.) 

HUehoth deoth: — ethic prbcxpts. 

This treatise, though written by R. Moses Maimonides,* is* entirely 

compiled from Talmudie maxims, amplified and explained by the 

learned composer ; and, therefore, properly comes under the head to 

which we assign it. However simple in style, and unassuming in 

manner, its rules and lessons are replete with practical wisdom, — ^that 

wisdom which time cannot affect, and place does not modify. 

After adverting to the different passions, tempers, and dispositions of 
mankind, and laying it down as a general rule, that extremes are, in all 
cases, to be avoided, and that moderation in every thing is the duty of 
man, he proceeds to say : — 



DIVISION III. 

Sect. 2. — There are, however, 
some dispositions in which it is 
wrong to pursue even a middle 
course, but the contrary extreme to 
which is at once to be embraced, as 
for instance, pride. It is unlawful 
to balance between pride and humi- 
lity ; but duty commands us to be 
as humble as possible. It is not 
sufficient to be merely meek, but man 
ought to be truly humble. To teach 
this, the sacred Scriptures relate con- 
cerning Moses, that he was very 
meek, more so than all other men 
upon the face of the earth. (Num. 
xii. 3.) Thus, likewise, our Rabbies 
taught : *' Be thou very, very humble 
towards every one." '* He that is 
proud-hearted is as bad as an athe- 
ist ; for it is written. Thy heart ivill 
become proud, and thou wilt forget the 
Lord thy God*' In like manner[man 
ought entirely to avoid wrath. And 
if the corFCcting of his children re- 
quires that he should evince his dis- 
pleasure, even then he must only as- 
sume the semblance of anger, with- 
out harbouring the reality. For 
thus said our Rabbies, ''He that 
abandons himself to his angry pas- 
sions is like the worshipper^of idols." 

* Rabexra Moses bar Mahnon, vraa bom 
at Cordova, in Spain, in the year 1135, and 
died in Palestine, at the age of seventy. 
His residence was chiefly in Egypt, -where 
his great sldU in medicine obtained for him 
the appointment of physician to the Fati- 
mite Caliphs, and subsequently to the Agon- 
bite Sultans. Alike eminent as a physi- 
cian, philosopher, and teacher of the divine 
laws, his unequalled talents induced subse- 
quent Rabbies to say, ''From Moses the 



Moreover they said, " If a wise man 
becomes angry, his wisdom forsakes 
him; if a Prophet becomes angry, 
the inspiration is withdrawn from 
him." And therefore they recom- 
mend the total eradication from th& 
heart and mind of every feeling of 
rage or anger. The way of the righ- 
teous is, — if they are insulted, they 
retort not ; they hear themselves re- 
viled, and answer not ; they rejoice 
amidst their sufferings ; and of them 
is said, " They that love him are like 
the sun going forth in its might." 
(Judges V. 31.) 

Sect. 4. — Man should make it a 
rule not to be loquacious, and only 
to speak what the occasion absolutely 
requires. Our Rabbies praised Rab, 
the pupil of our holy Rabbi, "be- 
cause he never uttered idle words;" 
which, however, is what most men 
generally indulge in. Even in hie 
own occupations, our Rabbies direct 
man to be sparing of his words, 
when they say, ** He that talks much 
will sin much." And again : ** The 
most salutary thing for man is si- 
lence." Even in teaching the law, 
or any science, let the words be few, 
but their meaning comprehensive. 
The rule of our Rabbies was, " Let 

Prophet, until Moses the Eg^tlan, (Mai- 
monides,) there arose none like unto Mo- 
ses.'' His vvritings are numerous. Tha 
most celebrated are the Moreh Nebuchim, 
(« The Instmcter of the Perplexed,") a work 
of moral philosophy and metaphysics ; the 
Jad Chaeaka, ("Strong Hand,") a com- 
pendium of all Jevdah Laws ', and his Com- 
mentaries on the sacred Scriptures. He ia 
Bkevrise the author of the Jewish Creed, or 
the Thirteen Principles of Faith. 
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thy instruction to thy disciples be 
concise.'* ** Many words with little 
meaning is folly." Which induces 
Solomon to say, ''Dreams come with 
much confusion, and the voice of the 
fool with many words." (Eccles. v. 5.) 
Sect. 6. — It is forbidden to man 
to make use of flattery and deceit. 
He is not to feel diflferently in his 
heart from what his mouth express- 
es ; but his inward feelings are to be 
in unison with his conduct, and he 
is to speak as he thinks. It is like 
a theft, to deceive or to mislead any 
one into the entertaining of an erro- 
neous opinion, and that not only an 
Israelite, but even a Cuthi.* As, 
for instance, he is not to sell to a 
Cuthi the meat of a nevela, (the car- 
case of an animal-that dropped dead,) 
instead of meat lawfully killed. He 
is not to press any one to partake of 
his meal, if he is convinced in his 
mind that he will not accept the in- 
vitation. Nor is he to proffer his 
services to one who, he is certain, 
will not receive them. He is not to 
induce any one to become a customer 
by leading him to think that he has 
done for him what, in his general 
dealings, he would not have done for 
any other person, unless such actu- 
ally be the case. Even one word 
of deceit to mislead another is for- 
bidden ; but truth in words, since- 
rity of mind, and a heart devoid of 
guile, is the duty of every man ; as 
the law ordains, *' Justice, justice 
shalt thou observe." (Deut. xvi. 20.) 
Sect. 7. — Man is not to indulge 
in boisterous mirth, rude laughter, 
and jeers ; nor is he to sink into 
apathetic melancholy, but is to be 
cheerful. For our Rabbies say, 
<* Idle mirth and giddiness lead to in- 
' decency." They forbid alike the ex- 
tremes of joy or sorrow, but recom- 
mend man to be cheerful, and to re- 
ceive every one in a pleasant man- 
ner. Man is not to be too greedy 
of gain, or to strive for riches ; nor 
is he to be lazy, and indulge in idle- 
ness ; but he must be of a satisfied 
disposition, devoting little of his time 
to worldly affairs, but much to the 
study and observance of the Divine 

• The idolatroTiB inhabitants of the coun- 
tries in which the compilers of the Tahnud 
resided aie caUed Cuthim. 



laws. However humble his lot, he 
is to be cheerful and satisfied, neither 
envious, rancorous, nor coveting 
worldly grandeur ; for " envy, pas- 
sions and ambition deprive man of 
his life," as our Rabbies said. 

DIVISION III. 

Sect. 1. — Should a man think, 
that as envy, passions, and ambition 
are pernicious qualities, he will em- 
brace the opposite extremes, and to 
do so devote, himself to abstinence ; 
as, for instance, not indulge in whole- 
some meat and drink, not to marry, * 
or occupy a respectable dwelling, or 
dress becomingly, but to envelope 
himself in sackcloth and haircloth, as* 
the idolatrous priests do. This would 
be wrong; and he that does so is 
called " a sinner." Of the sacrifice 
of the Nazarite that hath made a vow 
in consequence of which he abstains 
from wine, &c., it is said, (Num. vi. 
11,) "And the Priest shall make an 
atonement for him for the sin he has 
committed." Our Rabbies, in con^ 
sequence, said, " If a Nazarite who 
abstained from wine only, required 
an atonement, how much greater does 
he require who refuses the free gift 
of providence by abstaining from that 
which the Deity permits him to en- 
joy ? " They, therefore, recommend 
that man is only to abstain from that 
which is prohibited by the law, and 
is not, by oath or vow, to deprive 
himself of those enjoyments which 
the law by its permission sanctions. 
They say, "Is it not sufiScient for 
thee to abstain from that which the 
law prohibits? But wilt thou prohi- 
bit thyself from that which the law 
permits?" Constant fasting,* and 
other penances beyond what the law 
ordains, are comprised in this re- 
mark ; and it is with respect to them 
that Solomon saith, " Be not righte- 
ous overmuch, and be not overwise, 
why shouldest thou destroy thyself? " 
(Eccles. vii. 16.) 

Sect. 2. — ^Man is to impress on 
his mind, that whatever he does is to 
be with the intention to glorify his 
Creator. His rising, his walking, 

* Some zealots are in the habit of fasting 
from the expiration of one Sabbath until 
the commencement of the next ; which ca8< 
torn Maimonides here reprobates. 
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bis speech, and all his occupations 
are to have that aim. If, for in- 
atance, he is CDgraged in his daily 
avocations, he is not to aim at the 
gain only for its own sake, but as a 
means of obtaining what his preserva^ 
tion requires ; such as food, raiment, 
and a dwelling for himself, his wife, 
and family. When eating, drinking, 
or indulging in conjugal endear- 
ments, his purpose is not to be the 
mere momentary gratification of his 
desires, but he is to take only such 
food as is wholesome and nourishing 
and not that which is pleasant to the 
palate only, if it be m any manner 



pernicious. So that he is to consider 
all his food as a medicine required 
for his sustenance. In the midst of 
his endearments he is to recollect 
what is their aim ; and even when he 
lies down to sleep, let it be with the 
intention to arise cheerful and re- 
freshed for the service of his Creator: 
And thus even his sleep will be an 
act of worship to that Creator. For 
our Rabbies said, " Let the aim of 
all thou undertakest be the glory of 
the Deity." And thus Solomon says, 
'* In all thy wajrs acknowledge him, 
and he shall direct thy paths." (Prov. 
iii. 6.) 



(To be continued.) 



v.— CUSTOMS AND OBSERVANCES OF THE JEWS. 

lom hakipurim : " thb day op atonement." 
(Continued from page 16.) 



With the festival of Rosh hashana, 
(** the New Year,") begins the an- 
nual era called asereth ieme tschubah, 
(*• the ten days of repentance,") ter- 
minated by the lorn hakipurim.^ On 
the Bjosh hashana, Justice is the 
attribute of the day. The doom 
which it pronounces Mercy may tem- 
per ; but that mercy must be im- 
plored, not by prayers only, but 
likewise by repentance and righte- 
ousness, comprising charity. Ac- 
cordingly the prayers of Rosh hashana 
and of the lorn hakipurim both de- 
clare that Teschuba, Tephila, and 
Zedaka, " repentance, prayers, and 
-righteousness," (charity,) turn away 
the evil doom. And as repentance — 
sincere contrition for past sins, with 
the firm determination to avoid the 
like transgressions for the future, — 
deservedly takes the first place 
among these three means of invoking 
mercy, the period especially devoted 
to implore the Divine pardon, pre- 
paratory to an amended life for the 
coming year, is called ** days of re- 
pentance." Accordingly it is cus- 
tomary to be more exact in attend- 
ance at prayers, more careful in 
conduct, and more liberal in charity, 
during these ten days than at any 
other period of the year; in the 
humble hope that sincere repentance, 
evinced in deed and thought, may 
induce Divine Mercy to mitigate the 
sentence which strict Justice pro- 
nounces on our transgressions. And 



it is in this 'sense that the Talmud 
says, (Treatise Rosh hashana, per ek, 
or " chapter, " the first,) R. (Jhres- 
padoi saith, R. Jochanan said, 
" Three books are opened on Rosh 
hashana, — one for the confirmed just, 
—one for the confirmed impious, — 
and one for those between the two 
extremes. The first are immediately 
inscribed on the book of life; the 
second are immediately inscribed on 
the book of death ; the third remain 
undecided until the lom hakipurim. 
If their repentance is then found 
sincere and accepted, they are in- 
scribed on the first ; if found to be 
but outward and rejected, they are 
inscribed on the second book.** And, 
as no one can presume to consider 
himself as confirmed just, it is only 
by sincere and heartfelt contrition 
that he can escape the fate of the 
impious. 

The origin and institution of the 
lom hakipurim is to be found in 
Leviticus xvi. 29 : " And it shall be 
unto you a statute for ever : in the 
seventh month, on the tenth of the 
month, you shall afflict your souls, 
and do no work at all; the denizen^ 
as well as the stranger that sojourn- 
eth amongst you : for on that day 
shall ye be atoned for, to purify you : 
from all your sins before the Lord 
shall ye be purified. The first amongst 
your sabbaths shall this day be unto 
you, and ye shall afflict your souls : 
this is an everlasting statute. And 
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the atonement shall be made by the 
priest who has been anointed, and 
consecrated, to succeed his father 
in the priesthood, and who puts on 
the linen garments and the holy 
garments : and he shall atone for 
the holy sanctuary and for the tent 
of the congregation, and for the 
altar shall lie atone, and for the 
priests and for all the people of the 
congregation : And this shall be an 
everlasting statute unto you, to 
make an atonement for all the chil- 
dren of Israel from all their sins 
once a year." And again, in Levi- 
ticus xxiii. 26: *' And the Lord 
spoke unto Moses, saying. Speak 
unto the children of Israel, and say. 
Also on the tenth day in this seventh 
month is the day of atonement : it 
it shall be an holy convocation unto 
you ; and ye shall afflict your souls, 
and offer a burnt offering unto the 
Lord. And ye shall do no work in 
that same aay ; for it is a day of 
atonement, to atone for you before 
the Lord your God. And every soul 
that shall not be afflicted on that 
same day, he shall be cut off from 
among his people: And every soul 
that does any work on that same 
day, that soul will I destroy from 
among his people. Ye shall do no 
manner of work ; this is a statute 
for ever unto all your generations 
and throughout all your dwellings. 
It shall be unto you the first amongst 
your sabbaths, and ye shall afflict 
your souls ; on the ninth day of the 
month at even ; from even to even 
shall ye celebrate your sabbath." 

Whilst the Israehtes in their own 
land worshipped at the altar of 
their temple, and in strict accord- 
ance with the rites dictated by their 
God through Moses his servant, the 
service of this day was equally 
solemn and splendid ; it was the 
onl^ day throughout the year on 
which, even the Cohen hagadol ("the 
high priest") presumed to enter 
the most holy sanctuary of the 
temple, or to pronounce the vener- 
ated and dreaded name of the Deity, 
which at any other time it was un- 
lawful even for him to utter. It is 
our intention hereafter to narrate 
the glories of this great day, while 
it was still celebrated in the place 
'* which the Lord had chosen, there 



to enthrone his name." In the pre- 
sent number we must content our- 
selves with giving a concise sketch 
of the observances of the day as now 
in use. 

According to tradition the lom 
hakipurim, even before the giving of 
the law, was a day of atonement 
and pardon. Adam did penance and 
was pardoned on this day. Abraham 
entered into the covenant of the 
circumcision on this day. Moses, 
after he had broken the first tables, 
ascended the mount again on the first 
day of Elul ; so that the second forty 
days expired with the lom hakipurim, 
on which day the Lord pardoned the 
'people, ana revealed his thirteen 
attributes. .The Jew, therefore, ap- 
proaches this (to him) most import- 
ant day with mingled feelings of 
holy awe and beatitude. The eve is 
allotted to solemn feasting ; and at 
sunset the twenty-four hours' fast and 
continued prayers commence. These 
prayers chiefly consist of confessions 
of our sins and utter unworthiness, 
imploring the Divine Mercy to par- 
don us. 

The preparations for the fast par- 
take of that awful solemnity with 
which this life is quitted for a better 
world. It is customary in the even- 
ing for parents to bestow their bene- 
diction on their children ; and the 
truly pious Jew pronounces this 
blessing with the fervour and heart- 
felt emphasis of his dying moments. 
Whosoever meet on that day, be 
they previously acquainted or com- 
plete strangers, they salute each 
other with brotherly love and since- 
rity. If any quarrel or dispute ex- 
ists between two Jews, it is obligatory 
on them to become reconciled before 
either of them presumes to appear in 
the presence of his God. He that 
is conscious of having wronged his 
neighbour is bound to offer repara- 
tion. He that is conscious of hav- 
ing offended or injured his neighbour 
is bound to beg his pardon, and 
appease him. The Talmud saith, in 
the treatise, loma, " R. Eleazar the 
son of Asaria preached, ' From all 
your sins before God shall ye be 
purified.' (Leviticus xvi. 30.) * Your 
sins before God only, A transgres- 
sion man is guilty of towards his 
God lom hakij^irim will atone : But 
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a transgression man is guilty of to- 
wards his neigbour^ lom kepur can- 
not atone until he has appeased his 
neighbour.'" Hence it is custom- 
ary even for intimate friends, who 
have been in daily intercourse to' 
solicit each other's pardon, lest any 
even unintentional offence remain 
unappeased. 

The law which ordains the observ- 
ance of the day, likewise commands 
the Jew " to afflict his soul." This 
afflicting of the soul by means of 
the body, according to tradition^ 
consists in abstaining from five in- 
dulgences : — eating and drinking ; 
bathing ; perfuming ; wearing shoes ; 
and sexual enjoyment. And as 
total abstinence is the duty of the 
day itself, feasting is the duty of the 
preceding day. The Talmud saitb, 
(Treatise lomah,) " ' Ye shall afflict 
your souls on the ninth day of the 
month.' R. Chiia, the son of R. 
Ashi, saith, ' He that feasts on the 
ninth dayis considered to have fasted 
on the ninth and tenth days.' The 
reason is^ that, after enjoying the 
good things of this world, it requires 
a greater command over one's pas- 
sions and desires, to reduce them to 
that subdued state which is to at- 
tend the afflicting of the soul. For 
the Jew is this day to divest himself 
of all earthly passions, thoughts, 
and considerations, and is to pre- 
figure to himself that future state of 
blessedness and purity to which in 
another world he is destined." The 
Akedath Itzchack,* commenting on 
the words ** And every soul that 
shall not be afflicted on that day, 
shall be cut off from armong his peo- 
pie," (Lev. xxiii. 29,) saith, "As 
every feeling of beatitude and holy 
joy is permitted on this day, the 
threat is less as a punishment than as 
a fact. For as the whole of the day is 
devoted to the nobler part of man, — 
his soul, — he that does not so devote 
that day as to prepare himself for the 
future state, is already cut off from 
among his people with whom he 
has no community of feeling, of 
atonement, or of future bliss." 

** This is a statute to you for ever 
unto all your generations, and 
throughout all your dwellings :" 
Such is the Divine command ; and, 

• Vide Hebrew Review, No. 1, p. 11. 



accordingly, its observance is most 
strict by every one who claims the 
name of Jew. Even those who make 
light of other observances through- 
out the year, feel — as it were involun- 
tarily — impressed with the importance 
of the day, and the necessity of con- 
forming to the revealed will of their 
Creator. They feel that an amended 
course of life is commanded, and is 
indeed their duty ; that the season of 
repentance is at hand ; and they 
hasten to mingle with that con- 
gregation, to share those rites, 
and utter those prayers, which, dur- 
ing the preceding part of the year, 
they may have neglected. And who 
shall say that their repentance is not 
efficacious ? ** For I desire not that 
the sinner should perish, but that he 
should turn from nis evil ways, saith 
the Lord." (Ezek. xviii. 23.) 

The morsd influence of a day, — 
when rich and poor, penetrated alike 
with the sentiment of their utter 
unworthiness^ bow in the dust be- 
fore . the omniscient Judge of all, 
when the wise man considers not his 
wisdom as a shield, nor the wealthy 
his large possessions as a protection, 
but when all, with one accord of heart 
and of voice, exclaim: " Pardon, O 
Lord, according to thy great mercy, 
the sins of this people, and of the 
stranger that dwelleth amongst them, 
even as thou hast pardoned from 
Egypt until now : " — The moral in- 
fluence of such a day is more easily 
appreciated than described. But 
there can be no doubt that the feel- 
ings of equality and brotherly love, 
which prevail amongst the Jews to 
a greater degree, perhaps, than 
amongst most other nations, does 
not only originate in, but is fostered 
and renewed by, the observances and 
services of that day, which, more 
strongly than sermons the most 
eloquent, recals to our minds that 
equality of the tomb which is the 
lot of us all, and that future state 
which nothing but obedience to our 
God, and love to our fellow-men, can 
secure 'to us ; as the Prophet saith 
in Micah vi. 8 : "It has been told to 
thee, O man, what is good, and what 
the Lord requires of thee : It is but 
to do justice, to love mercy, and to 
walk humbly with thy God." 
{To be continued.) 
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The hedge oi the truth, and the 
foundation of the covenant, are as 
follow: Whenever the law applies 
to the Exalted One certain expres- 
sions, as *' the hand of the Lord," 
" the eyes of the Lord," and the 
like, either names of members of 
the human frame, or of some other 
corporeal qualities, attributes, and 
effects, which are limited, passive, 
and mutable — as the Holy One is 
neither corporeal nor has corporeal 
powers — these expressions, taken li- 
terally, can neither be assigned to 
him, nor to the unity of the SepkU 
roth * in which he conceals himself. 
But the true meaning of all such ex- 
pressions is solely to convey to us a 
simile of the high and exalted hidden 
powers which have neither limits de- 
finition, nor end. The law uses 
these expressions because it is im- 
possible for wsoi to comprehend any 



others. But thou must know that 
these names and forms of the sacred 
language are not used to express a 
material form or effects present to 
the human eye ; but solely to indi- 
cate the spiritual powers and innate 
influences the existence and effects of 
which are enveloped in these words. 
Thus certain powers are denoted by 
the words " voice," and " motion," 
and by others like them ; but they 
are spiritual, and descend gradually 
from the highest Sephiroth. Ac 
cordingly it is certain, that whatever 
is the power expressed by the corpo- 
real member, such is likewise the 
spiritual power enveloped in it ;' as 
from it effects are produced all of 
which have their source, root, and 
origin in the spiritual Sephiroth, 
the powers of which gradually de- 
scend, and from which all other 
power emanate. 



Hechal Adoshem ; 



THE temple op THE LORD.' 



BY J EC HI EL ASHKENASI, OF JERUSALEM, 



Know that all beings, superior 
and inferior, descend by degrees 
from the Cause of all causes, — Jod, 
He, Vau, Hej even from his own 
being down to the centre of the 
earth, according to the plan upon 
which his wisdom has determined. 
This Cause of all causes is the Infi- 
nite ; and He has set apart the 
crown and all the ten Sephirothj so 
that each being receives from ano- 
ther superior to himself. For every 
thing is emanated, from the hidden 
to the sign, from the sign to the en- 

^ The word Sephira is either deriyed 
from tpiri, J* transpareat,'' or from sepir, 
or " woid," What is to be Tin- 



graved, from the engraved to the 
hewn-out, — heavy [marble blocks 
hewn out for tne exalted temple. 
And this inferior world receives 
from the orbital world. The orbital 
world, and all its hosts, receive 
from each other up to that exalted 
orbit which receives from the ange- 
lic world. The angeUc world has 
ten degrees, one higher than the 
other up to the first degree, which 
is the highest of the olam perad, 
"separated world." Accordingly 
the Targum, or translation of Jona- 

derstood by it, the following pages WJU 
elucidate. 
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than the son of Uzziel,* renders the 
words " one calls to the other," 
(Isaiah vi. 3,) by '* one receives from 
the other." The principal degree of 
the separated world receives from 
the lowest degree of the olam aziloth, 
" the distinguished world," and ac- 
cordingly the prophet says, "And it 
shall be on tnat day I will answer 
the heavens, and he shall answer the 
earth." cHosea ii. 21.) All this is 
done according to the will and pur- 
pose of the Deity, not from any in- 
herent or absolute relation between 
the different degrees and worlds, as 
those thought who consider the uni- 
verse as increate ; but all these dif- 
ferent degrees of the creation receive 
light and influence from each other 
in ascension, up to the Light of the 
world, the Highest above all exalta- 
tion, who is called Infinite. His 
emanation extends to all, but he re- 
ceives from none. Each imparts 
that emanation to its fellow, in a 
descending degree. The giver is 
called rocheb, or "rider;" and the 
receiver is called nirchab, or "rode." 
Hence there is one merckaba " above 

(To be 



another," and rider above rider, even 
up to the Highest and most Exalted 
— Blessed be Hb I The giver is 
called shamaim, " heaven," and the 
receiver is called eretz, " earth ;" and 
therefore there is heaven above hea- 
ven, and earth below earth, down to 
our inferior earth. This is expressed 
by the translation of Jonathan ben 
Uzziel : " There was one wheel on 
earth;" (Ezekiel i. 15;) which he 
renders. " From below to the height 
of heaven." Each has front and 
back i-^ront to receive, and back to 
impart. All attributes, when they 
impart, are called " masculine ;" and 
when they receive they are called 
"feminine." The ten Sephiroth, 
with the sacred names that are as- 
signed to them, and their order, and 
the form in which they stand after 
they have been set apart, are as fol- 
lows : — 

♦ Cether. 

X BiNAH. t CUACHMAH. 

IF Gbburah. §Tipherbth. II Gbdula. 
XX Hod. tt tJxsoD. ♦♦ Nezach. 
III! Malchuth. 
continued.) 



II. METAPHYSICS AND PHILOSOPHY OF THE RABBIES. 
(Continued from page 26.^ 
Sepher Ikkarim : 



'BOOK OF principles. 



DIVISION I. chapter XIII. 

Although the denial of any one 
of the three essential principles laid 
down in the preceding chapters, — 
namely, 1. The existence of the De- 
ity : 2. Revelation : And 3. Re- 
wards and punishments, — involves 
the rejection of the whole three, and, 
with them, that of all Divine laws ; 
yet it does not follow that their ad- 
mission is of itself sufficient to prove 
any system of laws to be Divine, se- 
curing to its professors eternal feli- 
city or even entitling them to be 
considered as believers in a Divine 
law. For, in order to be so considered, 
all the branches which spring from 
these three radical principles must 
likewise be admitted. For, the de- 

* Jonathan the son of Uzziel,' a disciple 
of the elder Hilel, lived ahont thirty yeafs 
before the Christian era, and translated into 
the Chaldean language several parts of the 
Old Testament. 



nial of the consequences which tie- 
cessarily result from each of them, is 
tantamount to a rejection of the 
principle itself. Such branches are, 
for instance : Of the first, the belief 
in the unity of God, and his imma- 
teriality : Of the second, the belief 
in prophets as really the Messengers 
of the Deity, and in the truth of 
their messages : Qf the third, the 
belief in Providence, and that rewards 
or punishments are both corporeal 
and spiritual. 

The necessary belief involved in 
the first principle is in the unity and 
immateriality of God. We must be- 
lieve in a Being whose existence is 
inherent, absolute, and uncondition- 
al ; that this Being gave existence to 
all ; that whatever Js, receives from 
him, whereas he receives from no 

* The cro\m. t Wisdom, t Understanding. 

II Greatness. § Beauty. ^ Might. •"Eternity. 

tt Foundation, tt Majesty. |||| Kingdom. 
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one J that every being needs him, 
whilst he needs no one but himself. 
All these, however, are consequences 
resulting from his immateriality: 
For, were he material, he would no 
longer be one, and would need a 
something extrinsic of himself. All 
matter is composite, and every com- 
position requires a compositor to join 
Its component parts : Consequently, 
the existence of a material Deity 
would not be inherent, absolute, and 
unconditional, but would be altoge- 
ther conditional, and dependent on 
some extrinsic influence, which 
caused his composition: He would 
not be sufficient for himself, but 
would stand in need of something 
extrinsic, which would consequently 
be greater than he and influence him. 
The necessary belief involved in the 
third principle is in the Providence 
and Omniscience of the Deity. He 
that denies these, — or maintains that 
whatever is, is the result of neces- 
sity^ that it must be so and cannot 
be otherwise, — either rejects rewards 
and punishments altogether, or ac- 
cuses the Godhead of injustice and 
tyranny, by imputing to him, that 
he punishes as a sinner him who in 
reality is,; none, as he had it not in 
his power to act differently from what 
he did. •• No ! Far be it from God 
to act unjustly." (Job xxxiv. 19.) 

CHAPTER XIV. 

As it may be needful, more parti- 
cularly and in detail, to enter into 
the means of knowing the branches 
above referred to, in order to distin- 
guish between the true believer and 
him who is not ; it must in the first 
instance be stated, that it is not proper 
to comprise any one of the commands 
of the law of Moses either in 
the radical principles or in their 
branches. He who breaks any of 
these commandments is a transgress- 
ing Israelite, amenable to the law, 
and subject to such punishment as 
it inflicts ; but he is not excluded 
from the pale of the believing, or in- 
cluded in the number of those rene- 
gadoes who have no share in the life 
to come ; unless he maintains, that 
the law is neither from God, nor 
given to Moses on Mount Sinai; 
as, in making such assertions, he 
rejects the second essential principle. 



Revelation. In this respect all the 
commandments are of equal import- 
ance, even that which ordains the 
liberation of the brooding bird when 
its nest is taken away. If therefore 
any one of these commandments 
were to be regarded as an essential 
principle, every one of them must be 
so regarded. And this would be a 
manifest departure from the rule 
which teaches, that such principles 
ought to be simplified as much as 
possible. 

In like manner, the belief in tradi* 
tion is not comprised in the three es- 
sential principles : for, although it 
is necessary to the belief in the Di- 
vine laws, to admit the traditions of 
the fathers and of the teachers of 
those laws ; this, too, is a special 
commandment. Such is likewise the 
case respecting the belief in the im- 
mutability of the law, which is sub- 
ordinate to the belief in the trust- 
worthiness of the messenger, of 
which we shall, God willing, treat in 
the third division. 

That we have numbered the Unity 
OF God amongst the branches neces- 
sarily emanating from the first essen- 
tial principle, (^though the belief in 
that unity is likewise a special and 
positive command,) is owing to the 
circumstance that this belief com- 
prises two distinct principles, namely, 
1. That the Deity is alone without 
anv equal like unto himself. 2 That, 
although He is one, and his existence 
is inherent, absolute, and uncondi- 
tional ; nevertheless he is our God ; 
that is to say, he is the first and only 
Cause of the manifold beings that 
are in existence. The first of these 
two principles is a commandment, 
and, as such, ought to be believed : 
The second is a branch emanating 
from the essential principle of his 
existence ; and has, as such, been 
mentioned in its proper place. 

CHAPTER XVI. 

Some of the old philosophers, who 
denied all human knowledge, and 
maintained that it is impossible for 
man to acquire any speculative truth, 
founded their opinion on the asser- 
tion, — that, as all knowledge is only 
the result of some prior knowledge, 
this, in its turn, must have arisen 
from something previous ; and th 
2 
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80 on, in continuation, tbe chain of 
knowledge must be infinite and with- 
out any commencement; but that 
the human mind cannot comprehend 
any thing infinite. They further as- 
sert, that whatever is known by com- 
parison is likewise no positive know- 
ledge« as every comparison is liable 
to be differently represented ; that, 
consequently, whatever is previously 
known requires no comparison ; and 
that what is not previously known, it 
is utterly impossible to attain by 
comparison, wnich must ever be most 
variable. These two reasons lead 
them to deny the possibility of man's 
acquiring any speculative knowledge. 
But other safes have refuted their 
opinions, and maintain that the first 
assertion is contrary to truth, and 
that no previous knowledge is re- 
quired; but that ideas, and conse- 
quently knowledge, can arise without 
previous knowledge, or even the ne- 
cessity of comparison, from innate 
impressions only; that is to say, 
that such is one of the inherent qua- 
lities of the mind, that it produces 
ideas which are not the result of any 
previous knowledge. This qualityin 
nate in the mind, the Rabbies call 
** original impressions : " .By which 
they intended to denote ideas which 
have not their origin from any thing 
external, but which arise/rom within ; 
that these innate impressions are 
the foundation of all wisdom ; and 
that all knowledge originates from 
them. To the second assertion they 
reply, that it does not follow, because 
comparisons may vary, that there- 
fore no instruction should be impart- 
ed to the mind from them : For, as 
they say, the idea is innate, but dor- 
mant until called forth into life by 
the comparison, and the mind coin- 
cides in the opinion that knowledge, 
by that means excited, is real know- 
ledge. Consequently the two ways 
in which knowledge reaches the mind 
are perfectly natural, though they 
are innate and without any trace of 
their origin. The opinions last ex- 
pressed seem to be founded in truth ; 
as we find the Holy One (blessed be 
He ]) reproves Job when he presumes 
to complain that, according to his 
opinion, the moral order is imper- 
fect, in the words, "Why does he 
bestow light on the wretched ?" (Job 



iii 20.) The reply of the Deity is 
expressed in the following words : 
" Who has put wisdom, batuckoth,*^ 
(according to the authorized version, 
" in the hidden parts ? ") " And who 
hath given binah, understanding, to 
the heart ? " Job xxx viii. 36. The word 
batuchotk has here the same meaning 
as in another place in Job, security or 
assurance, and is intended^to express 
those innate impressions by means of 
which knowledge is secured to man. 
Binah denotes " perception," and, 
accordingly, the whole verse reads 
thus: "Who has secured to man 
those innate impressions from which 
idone wisdom arises ? or perception, 
in order to attain knowledge by 
means of comparison ? " Which fa- 
culty is in Hebrew called binah, 
"understanding," as our Rabbies 
sa^, binah is "to comprehend one 
thing by means of another," or " to 
arrive at just conclusions from dis- 
similar premises." The Divine re- 
proof is consequently, " Canst thou 
explain how thou hast obtained 
faculties which animate beings of 
another species have not ? " This is 
likewise tne meaning of David when 
he says, " Thou desu'est truth, batu- 
chotk, in our innate impressions; 
and, as these are from thee, all 
knowledge is imparted by thee." 
(Psalm li. 6.) In like manner 
Solomon saith, "The Lord giveth 
wisdom ; from his mouth is knowledge 
and understanding." The meaning is, 
that all wisdomas from God, because 
dangath, " knowledge," the innate 
impressions, uthbvna, and perception, 
emanate from and are implanted by 
Him. Thence likewise the men of 
the Great Assembly,* use the follow- 
ing words in the authorized form of 
daily prayers : " Thou favorest the 
human being with dangath, 'know- 
ledge,' and teachest man binah, ' un- 
derstanding.' " The meaning of which 
is, ," Thou hast deigned to bestow on 
the whole human race innate impres- 
sions, by means of which thou teach- 
est man to perceive and compare." 
And the prayer ends ^with thanks 
for the gift of dangath, or " innate im- 
pressions," as they are the root of 
all human knowledge. This also 
led our Rabbies of blessed memory 
to say, that if there is no dangath, 
* Ezra and his Companions. 
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there is no binah, and woe versa s 
meaning, that without innate impres- 
sions there can be no binah or ** per- 
ception/' and that without the latter 
the former is vain. This is likewise 
the meaning of Solomon when he 
says, "When wisdom entereth thy 
heart, and knowledge is pleasant 
unto thy soul, discretion shall preserve 
thee, and understanding keep thee.'' 
(Prov. ii. 11.) That is. If thou art 
guided by innate impressions, thou 
wilt not be misled by corrupt ideas." 

CHAPTER XVII. 

There can be no doubt but every 
human science has borrowed its first 
principles from some other science, 
on the strength of which it endea- 
vours to raise the demonstration of 
its own truth : As, for instance, the 
mathematicians] borrow the line and 
the point from natural philosophers. 
This fundamental rule prevails in 
every branch of speculative science, 
which must borrow its first principles 
from some other; but when that 
cannot be done, innate impressions 
are laid down as its basis. 

It is proper to inquire, ** WUence 
have the' Divine laws derived their 
first principles?" A question more 
applicable to them, than to any other 
svstem of laws, as all others are de- 
rived from innate impressions ; which, 
however, cannot be the case with the 
Divine laws. For although the ex- 
istence of the Deity can be demon- 
strated, revelation, and rewards, and 
punishments, cannot be demonstrated 
by means of innate impressions. In 
reply to this <][uestion, we say, that 
the different kinds of knowledge, the 
reality of which requires no further 
proof, is three-fold: 1. Innate im- 
pressions ; examples of which are, 
that the whole is larger than a part ; 
that two (objects which appear alike 
to the eye are similar ; that affirma- 
tive and negative cannot both be true 
in the same sense of the same thing. 
2. The impressions of our senses; 
such as that the fire heats, and the 
snow maketh cold. 3. The^impression 
arising from facts so notorious that 
no one can deny them ; such as that 
Jerusalem, Rome, and Babylon did 
exist ; and though a man may not 
have seen any of these places, yet, it 
will never enter into his mind to dis- 



pute their existence, as there are such 
multifarious evidences and historical 
references, in proof of the fact. — Each 
of these three sorts of knowledge is 
again capable of being adduced as 
evidence of the truth of certain other 
principles : Thus, for instance, all 
the demonstrations of the mathema- 
tician rest on innate impressions : 
The natural philosopher demonstrates 
from the impression of the senses; 
and the historian demonstrates from 
facts imiversally admitted. What is 
thus demonstrated by evidence must 
be allowed to be indisputably true, 
although its cause cannot be under- 
stood, or is not known ; for as litUe 
as it is possible to doubt that a tri- 
angle is not a square, as little is it 
possible to doubt that the magnet 
draws iron, — although the cause why 
it does so is not known : For what 
is made evident by experience can 
never be disproved. 

As the essential and first principles 
of the Divine laws are not all, and at 
all times, demonstrated either by in- 
nate impressions, — such as that the 
whole is larger than a part, — or by the 
evidence of the senses, such as, that 
the fire warms ; the Deit^, in the be- 
ginning of every Revelation, assigned 
the means needful to evince its truth ; 
namely, experience, similar to that 
which proves that the magnet draws 
iron ; a fact which although we are 
ignorant of its cause, is nevertheless 
proved to us by the impression of 
our senses. And this experience, 
evidenced by the senses, has always 
been the essential and distinguishing 

Duality of every revelation of the 
ivine laws. — Of Adam it is said, 
''And the Lord God commanded 
Adam, Of every tree in the Garden 
thou mayest freely eat," &c. Gen. 
ii. 16. Adam's senses heard and 
conceived the command, and there- 
fore our Rabbies say, that, in this 
first command to Adam, th^e is an 
indication of all subsequent com- 
mandments. The proof thus afforded, 
by the evidence of his senses, was, 
moreover, confirmed by his punish- 
ment for transgressing the Divine 
behest, — the foretaste of a future 
state. Such was likewise the case 
with the revdation to Noah, (Gen. 
ix. 3,) when the Deity permitted him 
and his sons to feed on fieeh, which 
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Adam was not atliberty to do : Here, 
too» their senses heard, conceived, 
and acted up to the divine permission. 
Abraham ootained the same proof, 
at the covenant of circumcision; 
(Genesis xvii. 1.)— A proof which 
was further vouchsafed at the 
time the law was given on Mount 
Sinai, after having been previously 
indicated by means of the exit from 
Egypt, as a special demonstration of 
Divine providence. The proof then 
was displayed to all the neople, every 
one of whom saw the ligntnmgs, and 
heard the sound of the trumpet, and 
the voice of the Deity pronouncing 
his will on the burning mountain. 
So that the evidence of their senses 
proved the reality and truth of the 
Divine demonstration. (Exod. xx. 18 ) 
— ^Thus we find, that the beginning 
of each revelation, was invariably 
accompanied by proof positive of its 
reality, through a sensible demonstra- 
tion of the divine presence and will. 
But to us the Divine laws are evi- 
denced, 1 . By the notorious fact of the 
exit from Egypt: And 2. By the testi- 
mony of our fathers, who, together 
with an account of the proofs that 
had been vouchsafed to tnem, trans- 
mitted to us these laws as a Divine 
behest imperative on us [for ever. 
This is the meaning of the verse: 
"Thy first word, is true;— thy Re- 
velations were so perfectly demon- 
strated as true, that " all the laws of 
thy righteousness are everlasting." 
(Psalm cxix. 160.) 

But, in order that the opinion may 
not be entertained that the whole 
evidence of the Divine laws rests on 
tradition only, we are told by the 
sacred singer of Israel : '* Hearken, 
O my people, to my instruction. In- 
. cline your ears to the words of mv 
mouth. I will open my mouth with 
a simile. 1 will make known the 
profound sayings of former days, 
which we have heard and assuredly 
know, and our fathers related to 
us," (Psalm Ixxviii. 1-3.) We are 
here informed, not only that we 
have heard it from our rathers, but 
that we know it from the notorious 
and well-authenticated fact of the exit 
from Egypt, and likewise from the ex- 
istence of the Deity. Further it is said, 
" He established a testimony in Ja- 
cob and confirmed his laws in Israel, 



which he commanded to our fathers. 
To make them known to their chil- 
dren," (Psalm Ixxviii. 5.) Our fathers 
had testimpny evident to their senses ; 
whereas to us it is an inherited reve- 
lation. 

CBAPTBR XVIII. 

A QUESTION here fairly arises : 
"As tradition is thus absolutely 
needful in order to believe in the Di- 
vine laws, by what means are we to 
know how to distinguish truth from 
imposture: those laws which actually 
are Divine from those which only 
pretend to be so, when both rest on 
tradition?" The answer is : The 
distinguishing marks are two-fold : 
1. Intrinsic marks; and 2. Those 
which result from the messenger that 
delivered them. The first, the in- 
trinsic, requires that the system 
should admit and embody the three 
essential principles laid down in 
former chapters, together with all 
the branches derived from them. 
The system of laws which comprises 
all these is Divine ; that which does 
not is spurious. The second, result- 
ing from the messenger that deliver- 
ed them, rests on the fact, whether 
or not his prophetic mission was so 
universally and invariably approved 
as to demonstrate* his being the 
bearer of a Divine dispensation : 
This maybe done in a two-fold man- 
ner ; either by the dispensation being 
approved as intrinsically true in its 
first cause and qualities, or by its be- 
coming so from circumstances. This 
will be better illustrated by a simile : 
Two apothecaries, presenting them- 
selves before an assembly of learned 
physicians, produce and recommend 
each a different medicine. The one 
takes each ingredient separately, 
demonstrates its effects, ana proves 
it to be a universal medicine, effica- 
cious in every disease, by applying 
it successfully to different patients ; 
so that the result of experience con- 
firms his assertion, which it would 
have done in its general operation, 
even if the effect of each separate in- 
gredient had not been evinced. The 
second, instead of demonstrating the 
efficacy of his nostrum by analyzing 
its ingredients, or by applying it to 
the cure of distempers, endeavours 
to establish its superiority by. passing 
unhurt through the fire, by walking 
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on tbe sea without sinking, and by 
displaying these his wondrous pow- 
ers in the presence of assembled 
multitudes. But, however wonder- 
ful this display may be, it has no con- 
nexion with, and therefore does not 
prove, the efficacy of his medicine. 
In like manner the Prophet, who 
gives some wonderful sign, as that 
of traversing fire and water unhurt, 
does certainly prove that he is a 
man capable of performing wonders ; 
but does not thereby prove the real- 
ity of his prophetic mission, and 
much less that of the law which he 
endeavours to promulgate. Thus all 
the miracles which Mos«s performed 
only served to evince, that he was 
gifted and entrusted with the power 
to work such miracles ; but they are 
no proofs of the divine origin of the 
laws which he gave. The Israelites be- 
lieved in him as the servant of God 
highly favoured in being held worthy 
of communion with the Deity ; but 
they did not believe in him as the 
promulgator of Divine laws. There- 
fore the Deity said to him, " Behold 
I come to thee in a thick cloud, in 
order that the people may hear whilst 



worketh wonders, so long as there is 
no falsehood in his predictions. For, 
although he may be previously 
known as a prophet ; yet should he 
predict that which is not fulfilled, it 
is a proof that 'Hhe prophet has spoken 
presumptuously ; " (Deut. xviii. 22 ;) 
" For God is not a man that he 
should lie," (Num. xxiii. 190 Such 
was the case with Hananiah ben Eser, 
(Jer. xzviii. 1,) who, as our Rabbles 
say in the Talmud, (Treatise, San^ 
hedrim,) was actually a prophet, but 
presumed to predict what he was 
not directed to say. ''For he has 
spoken in a false, prevaricating man- 
ner respecting the Lord your God.'* 
(Deut. xiii. 6.) 

The messenger, by means of whom 
a law is to be promulgated, would 
never presume to say ought but what 
is dictated to him, and would not be 
called ''a messenger" unless his 
mission bore intrinsic evidence of its 
truth. Not by the working of toonders : 
For these may be produced by means, 
which, though we cannot conceive 
them, are nevertheless not from God, 
as was done by the Egyptian ma- 
gicians. Nor yet by preaictions of 



I speak to thee, and believe in thee future events : As he might at one 



likewise for ever," (Exodus Ixxx,) 
and accordingly the people said, 
"Verily the Lord our God hath 
shewn us his glory and his 
greatness ; and we have heard his 
voice out of the midst of the fire : 
this day we have seen that God 
ketn to man, and he may yet 



time have been a true prophet, and 
might subsequently have deviated. 
But if his mission has been approved, 
and he has been clearly evidenced as 
a Divine messenger, no further fears 
can be entertained of his veracity; 
and it becomes impossible for him to 
utter an untruth. Such ^ mission, 
live." (Deut. v. 21.) They therefore clearly proved beyond the possibility 



did, and do, believe in him for ever, 
A prophet proves the reality of his 
prophetic mission by predicting fu- 
tiu*e events, or by miracles ; and 
ther^ is a special commandment en- 



of doubt, was that of Mount Sinai» 
when it is said, " God is come to 
evince himself to you," (Exodus xx. 
20.) And again : " For who of all 
flesh that has heard the voice of the 



joining us to obey the prophet, even living God speaking out of the midst 



though he directs the temporary 
breach of any one commandment ; as 
was the case with Elijah on Mount 
Camel: But he must be an ap- 
proved prophet, as is said 1 Samuel 
iii. 20: "And all Israel from Dan 
unto Beersheba knew that Samuel 
was approved as a prophet to the 
Lord." To illustrate this, we gave 
as an instance the simile of a medi- 
cine which has established its effi- 
cacy on many occasions. 



of the fire as we have done, yet re- 
mains alive. Do thou approach and 
hear all that the Lord our God shall 
say. And speak thou unto us all" 
that the Lord our God will say to 
thee, and we will hear it and do it. 
(Deut. V. 23, 24.) And as the Isra- 
elites on that occasion were all pro- 
phets favoured with a sensible de- 
monstration of the presence of the 
Deity, they had that perfect proof 

^ of the legation of Moses which left 

The command is to obey the pro- no room either for further doubt or 
phet who predicts future events and for further confirmation. 
(To be continued.) 
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III.— MORALITY OF THE TALMUD. 

(Continued from page 30 J 
Hilchoth deoth : — ethic paBCEPrs. 



DIVISION V. 

Sect. 1. — ^As the Sage is known 
and distinguished by his wisdom, so 
must he likewise be known and dis- 
tinguished by his conduct, in his 
nourishment, appearance, discourse, 
and transactions; as order and pro- 
priety oag^t to be observable in all 
nis imdertakings. He must not be 
greedy in his food; for it is said, 
*' I wUl spread over you the offals of 
your feasts;" and our Rabbies say, 
this relates to the gormandiser, whose 
life is one course of greedy feasting, 
and who says, '* Let us eat and drink, 
for to-morrow we" must "die." 
(Isaiah xxii. 13.) The wise man, on 
the contrary, is satisfied with a mode- 
rate meal; and of him it is said, 
*' The just eats to satisfy his wants." 
(Prov. xiii. 25.) 

Sect. 2. — Decency requires that 
meals should be taken in a house, 
at a table properly laid out ; but not 
in a shop, and by no means in the 
street ; (unless indeed compelled by 
necessity;) in order to avoid the 
contemptuous opinion <^ men. 

Sect. 3. — Never drink to excess. 
He that drinks till he becomes in- 
ebriated is called "a sinner," and 
' ' a detestable being." If a wise man 
indulges in this pernicious habit, he 
loses his wisdom, and becomes a 
di^frace to his Creator. 

i^BCT. 4. — Man's conduct must be 
holy. Even in his intercourse with 
his wife, let him not indulge in un- 
becoming expressions towards her. 
Our Rabbies said, in explanation of 
the verse "Who declareth to man 
what is his secret converse ? " (Amos 
iv. 13 ;) " even for the most trivial 
conversation in which a man may 
indulge towards his wife he will be 
called to account." 

Sect. 7. — ^Do not be vehement in 
thy conversation, talking with a 
loud voice, and making a noise like 
the beasts of the field ; but let thy 
words be uttered meekly, and be- 
ware not to overstep the line which 
divides propriety from arrogancy. 
Salute every one in a friendly man- 
ner, so that all may be at ease in thy 
presence. Judge favourably of every 



man. Speak well of every one, and 
disrespectfully of no one. Love 
peace, and pursue good will. Seek 
not to appease thv neighbour whilst 
his anger is at the highest." Per- 
suade him not against his vow the 
instant he makes it. Attempt not 
to console him whilst the dead for 
whom he is mourning is yet in his 
sight. Force not thy presence on 
thy neighbour when first disgrace 
weighs heavy on him. Do not un- 
say what once thou hast promised. 
Do not pervert thy meaning, to add 
or diminish; but let thy word be 
sacred to thee. Be sparing of words, 
and confine thy speech to what the 
occasion requires. Do not converse 
with women in the street ; not even 
with thy own wife, sister, or daugh- 
ter. 

Sect. 8. — ^Walk not with a proud 
step, or overbearing manner, for it 
called forth this reproof: "The 
daughters of Zion are proud, and 
walk with their necks stretched forth 
and with wanton looks." (Isaiah iii. 
16.) Neither walk bent doubde, or 
with a stealthy pace; nor run too 
fast ; but carrv thyself modestly, 
and walk steadily, as thy occupation 
requires. The wise man may be dis- 
tingiiished from the fool by his walk ; 
for it is said, " When the fool wdk- 
eth on the road he proclaims himself 
a fool." 

Sect. 9. — In thy exterior appear* 
ance be neither slovenly, nor $oo par. 
ticular, neither too costly nor too 
mean. Avoid ostentation, even if 
thy circumstances permit it. 

Sect. 10. — Regulate thyself ac- 
cording to thy situation of life ; and 
maintain the imiiates of thy house' in 
a manner corresponding with thy 
means. Indulge in no expense b.% 
yond what thy f(»rtune permits. Let 
thy table be considerably within thy 
means; thy dress and appearance 
according to thy means; but the 
comforts of thy wife and children 
beyond thy means. 

Sect. 11. -^A moral man endea- 
vours, in the first instance, to have a 
trade that can maintain him; his 
next care is to have a respectablj? 
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dwelling, and then to seek a wife. 
This order is expressed in the law, 
where he enumerates first the man 
who huilds^a house, then the man 
who plants a vineyard, and lastly, he 
that has taken a wife. (Deut. xii. 5.) 
Those who infringe or pervert this 
gradation are generally very poor, 
and hurthensome to their neighbours. 
And accordingly the inverted order 
is denounced as a curse in Deutero- 
nomy xxviii. 30, " Thou shalt take a 
wife, &c. ; build a house, &c. ; and 
plant a vineyard/' &c. But, on the 
contrary, a blessing attends the pru- 
dent man, as it is said, *' David was 
prudent in all his ways, and the Lord 
was with him." (1 Sam. xviii. 15.) 
Sect. 13. — A man's dealings roust 



(To be continued.) 



be honest and upright. Let his yea 
be yea, and his nay be nay. Let him 
be rigidly exact when he has to pay, 
and forbearing when he has to re- 
ceive. He must not at all delay just 
payments; and if he has been 
obliged to sue another, and has 
obtained judgment in his favour, let 
him be merciful, patient, and for- 
bearing. He is not to injure his 
neighbour in any way, and never to 
cause grief to any man. The general 
rule is, to be of those that are perse- 
cuted, but not of those who perse- 
cute, of those that are injured but 
injure not. Of such it is said, 
" He shall say to me. Thou art my 
servant, Israel, with whom I praise 
myself.*' 



IV. CRITICAL EXAMINATION OF RABBINICAL WRITERS. 
THE TALMUD. No. II. 

(Continued from page 6.) 
The bird's eye view which we have given our readers will enable them 
to form some idea of the general merits and the arrangement of the 
Talmud. In order to point out the extent of its authority, and the cir- 
cumstances which communicated, and limited, to it that authority, 
we are induced to turn to the best source of information, and accord- 
ingly submit a translation of the introduction to the Jad Chasaka, " the 
Strong Hand," a compendium of all Jewish laws, by the celebrated 
Rabenu Moses Maimonides. We shall subsequently enter into a detailed 
examination of each of the thirty-six treatises of the Talmud ; and trust 
by that means to enable our readers to judge for themselves, and, if such 
a result be possible, to arrive at a correct estimate of that unequalled 
compilation, which, during so many centuries, has employed multitudes 
of minds and pens in attacking or defending it. 

Introduction to the Jad Chasaka : " strong hand." 
BY MAIMONIDES, 



All the laws that were given to 
Moses at Mount Sinai were given with 
their interpretations, as it is said, "I 
^ve to thee the tables of stone and 
the torah ' law,' and mitzeva * com- 
mandment.'" (Exod. xxiv. 12.) The 
torah "law" means the written 
law, and mitzeva, the "command- 
ment," is its " interpretation." He 
directed us to observe the law in con- 
formity to its interpretation. Mitzeva, 
or "commandment," is generally 
called torah shebalpeh, "oral law." 
The whole of the torah our teacher 



Moses wrote m legible characters, 
previous to his death, and bequeathed 
a copy to each of the twelve tribes. 
Another copy he put into the ark as 
a record ; as is written: ''Take this 
book of the law, and place it along- 
side of the ark of the covenant of 
God." (Deut. xxxi. 6.) The wwV- 
zeva, or "interpretation," he did 
not write down, but commanded its 
observance verbally to the Elders, 
and to Joshua and to the rest of the 
Israelites, as it is said, " All the 
words which I command you, ye 
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shall be careful to observe." (Deut. 
xvii. 19.) Thence it is called, ** ver- 
bal or oral law." Although this oral 
law was not preserved in writing, 
Moses taught the whole of it to the 
Seventy Elders who composed his 
beth'din, or " tribunal." Eleazar the 
priest, Phineas his son, and Joshua 
were all three likewise instructed by 
Moses, and the latter, who was his 
disciple, he particularly instructed 
and directed in the observance of this 
oral law. Joshua, throughout the 
whole of his lifetime gave his instruc- 
tions verbally. Many elders were 
taught by him. From them, and 
from Phineas the priest, the oral 
law was transmitted to Eli. By him 
and his tribunal the tradition was 
handed to Samuel, from whom David 
received the same Achija the Shi- 
lonite was one of those who went out 
from Egypt, and a Levite who had 
heard the instruction of Moses. He 
was young in the days of Moses, and 
he received the tradition from David 
and bis tribunal. Elijah succeeded 
Achija the Shilonite and his tribunal, 
and was followed by Elisha and his 
tribunal. Johiadathe priest succeeded 
Elisha. His son Zachariah received 
the tradition from him, and trans- 
mitted it to Hosea the prophet ; who 
was succeeded by Amos, from whom 
and whose tribunal Isaiah received 
the tradition. Micah was his suc- 
cessor, and was followed by Joel, who 
was succeeded by Nahum. He trans- 
mitted the tradition to Habakkuk, 
from whom Zephaniah received it. 
Jeremiah succeeded, and transmitted 
it to Baruch ben Neria. Ezra and his 
tribunal received from him. The as- 
sessors of Esra's tribunal were called 

THE MEN OF THE GREAT ASSEMBLY ; 

and they were Haggai, Zachariah, 
Malachi, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, 
and Azariah, Nehemia, ben Chachalia, 
Mordechai, Balshan, Zerubbabel, 
and several other sages, to the full 
number of one hundred and twenty. 
The last of these hundred and 
twenty was Simon the Just, who re- 
ceived the oral laws from all those 
whom he survived. He was the 
Cohen yadol, " high priest," next in 
succession to Ezra. Antigonus, a 
man of Socho, was the successor of 
Simon the Just. [For the continua- 
tion of this list, we refer our readers 



to page 4 of this Review.] The ^vq 
pupils of R. Jochanan ben Sachai, 
were R. Eleazar ben Hurkanus, 
called hagadol the great, R. Joshua, 
R. Jose Cohen, R. Simeon ben Na- 
thanael, and R. Eleazar ben Aroch. R. 
Akiva succeeded R. Eleazar hagadoL 
His father Joseph was a proselyte. 
R. Ismael, and R. Meir, who was 
likewise the son of a proselyte, suc- 
ceeded R. Akiva. R. Meir and his 
associates likewise learned from R. 
Ismael. The associates of R, Meir 
were R. Jehuda, R. Jose, R. Sime- 
on, R. Nehemiah, R. Eleazar 
ben Shamuang, R. Jochanan the 
sandal-maker, R. Simon ben Asai, 
R Chanina ben Teradion. In like 
manner, the associates of R. Akiva 
were instructed by R. Eleazar haga- 
dol : They were R. Tarphon the teacher 
of R. Jose the Galilean, R. Simon 
ben Eleazar, and R. Jochanan ben 
Nuri. R. Gamaliel the elder received 
the tradition from his father R. 
Simon, a son of Hillel the elder; 
whose son R. Simon followed him, 
and was succeeded by R. Gamaliel 
his son ; whose son Simon the third 
followed him. R. Jehuda the son of 
this R. Simon is generally called 
Rabenu hakadosh, ** our holy Rabbi : " 
he succeeded his father, and likewise 
had the tradition transmitted to him 
by R. Eleazar ben Shamuang, and by 
R. Simeon and his associates. 

Our holy Rabbi compiled the 
Mishna; and from the death of 
Moses our teacher 'until the time of 
our holy Rabbi, no book was com- 
posed for the instruction of the com- 
munity at large which contained the 
oral law ; but in every generation the 
chief of the tribunal, or the prophet 
who then lived, wrote for his own 
guidance what he remembered to 
nave heard from his instructer. But 
he taught it verbally in public. In 
like manner each one, according to 
his talents, wrote the oral laws for 
his own guidance, and the interpre- 
tation of the torah and its observ- 
ances as he had heard them, and 
likewise the judgments and decisions 
which had been pronounced in every 
age ; which decisions they had not 
orally learned, but which they deli- 
vered according to the thirteen rules 
of logical reasoning, and which were 
authenticated by the Great Tri- 
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bunal. This was the constant 
practice until the days of our 
our holy Rabbi ; who collected the 
whole of the oral instructions, and 
the decisions, and all the commenta- 
ries and interpretations, which had 
been received by word of mouth 
from Moses, and which the succes- 
sive heth'din, or" tribunals," of every 
age had expounded on the whole of 
the tor ah : From .all of which he 
compiled the book Mishna, and 
taught it to wise men in the public 
assembly. Thus it was made known 
to all Israel, who copied it, and 
spread it every where, in order that 
the verbal law might not be lost to 
Israel. Should it be asked, " Why 
did our holy Rabbi depart from 
the usual course ? " the answer is. 
Because he saw that the number of 
disciples was continually decreasing 
whilst persecutions were increasing ; 
that the rule of tyranny prevail- 
ed and overspread the world, and 
Israel was in continued commotion, 
and scattered to the utmost ends of 
the earth. He therefore compiled a 
work to be in the hands of all, that 
they might speedily learn and not 
forget it. He and his tribunal occu- 
pied themselves throughout his 
whole life-time in constant and pub- 
lic instruction. And these are the 
great sages who were members of his 
tribunal, or who succeeded him : 
Simeon and Gamaliel the sons of R. 
Jehuda, R. Ephes, Chanina ben 
Chama, R. Chija, Rab, R. Janai, 
bar Caphara, Samuel, R. Jochanan, 
R. Hosea, and with them thousands 
of other learned men. 

Although the eleven here enumer- 
ated were pupils of our holy Rabbi, 
and remained by h is instruction, R. 
Jochanan was the yougest among 
them, and but a youth. He after- 
wards became the disciple of R. 
Janai, and received the tradition 
from him. Rab likewise learned 
froiu R. Janai, whilst Samuel was 
instructed by R. Chanina ben Cha- 
ma. Rab composed Sipkra and Si- 
phri, to expound and elucidate the 
principles of the Mishna. R. Chija 
composed Tosephta, to explain its 
different subjects and their causes ; 
and R. Hosea and bar Caphara toge- 
ther composed Beractha to interpret 
the contents of the Mishna. 



R. Jochanan compiled the Jeru- 
SALEM Talmud in Palestine, about 
two hundred years after the destruc- 
tion of the second temple. As the 
greatest of the sages who succeeded 
Rab and Samuel, we mention, R. 
Huns R- Jehuda, R. Nachman, R. 
Gaana ; and of those who succeeded 
R. Jochanan we likewise mention 
Rabbah the grandson of Chanah, 
R. Ami, R.Assi, R. Dimi, and R. Abon. 

Amongst the number of sages who 
succeeded R. Huna and R. Jehuda 
we mentmn Rabba and R. Joseph the 
blind. Amongst their successors we 
name Abajah and Ravah, both of whom 
likewise received instruction from R. 
Nachman. Amongst the number of 
sages who received instruction from 
Ravah . were, R. Ashi and R. 
Avina. Mar, the son of R. Ashi, 
received instruction from his father 
and from R. Avina. Thus you find 
forty generations from R. Ashi up to 
Moses, our teacher of blessed me- 
mory, who was instnicted by the 
Deity himself. And thus you find 
that their traditions in an uninter- 
rupted chain are all from the Lord 
God of Israel. 

All the sages that have been enu- 
merated were the greatest of their 
respective ages; some of them were 
heads of colleges, some of them heads 
of the captivity, some of them mem* 
bers of the Great Sanhedrim ; and in 
every age thousands and tens of 
thousands of their contemporaries 
heard from, and were instructed by, 
them. R. Avina and R. Ashi were 
the last of the Talmudic Doctors. R. 
Ashi compiled the Babylonic Tal- 
mud, in the land of Shinnaar, (Chal- 
dea,) about one hundred years after 
the compilation of the Jerusalem 
Talmud by R. Jochanan. The sub- 
ject of both the Talmuds is the ex- 
planation of the contents of the 
Mishnaioth, and au interpretation of 
its difficulties; likewise what had 
been decided in every, age since the 
decease of our holy Rabbi. By 
these two Talmuds, by Tosephta, 
Sipkra, Siphri, and the Tosephtoth 2 
by all of them is made manifest what 
is prohibited or permitted ; what is 
clean or unclean; guilty or not 
guilty ; what is unlawful or legal, as 
it had been transmitted from man to 
man, even from the mouth of Mos-- 
2 
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at Sinai. By them likewise are 
made manifest the commands of our 
Rabbies, and of the prophets who 
were in each succeeding age, in order 
to make a fence round the law, as 
they had plainly been directed by 
Moses, who said, " And ye shall ob- 
serve my statutes ; *' (Levit.xix. 37 ;) 
that is. Ye shall make a guard to my 
statutes. By them are likewise ex- 
plained the customs and decrees 
which were enacted and practised in 
every age, as the beth-din of that age 
approved them, and from which it 
was prohibited to depart : As it is 
said, "Thou shalt not deviate from 
the word which they will tell thee 
either to the right or the left." 
(Deut. xvii. 11.) The judgments 
and difficult decisions are likewise 
explained, which had not been re- 
ceived from Moses, but which the 
respective tribunals of the age deci- 
ded in conformity with the thirteen 
logical rules according to which the 
law is expounded : Concerning 
which decisions the elders pronounc- 
ed, "Such is the law." All these 
R. Ashi compiled in the Talmud, 
from the days of Moses to his own 
times. The Doctors of the Mishna 
likewise composed other works to in- 
terpret the words of the torah. R. 
Hosea,apupilof our holy Rabbi com- 
posed a Commentary on the book of 
Bereshith/* Genesis ; ** and R. Ismael 
commented on Schemoth, " Exodus," 
and on the rest of the Pentateuch ; 
which Commentary is called Mechilta. 
R. Akiva had likewise written a Me- 
chiltaj and many other sages after 
them wrote Medrashim, or " Exposi- 
tions." But all these were composed 
previous to the Babylonian Talmud. 
Consequently R. Avina and R. Ashi, 
and their associates, were the last of 
the great sages of Israel to whose 
guardianship the transmission of the 
verbal laws was confided, — who de- 
creed ordinances, enacted statutes, 
laid down customs, and extended 
such ordinances, statutes, and cus- 
toms to all Israel, in all their habita- 
tions. 

After the beth-din of R. Ashi, who 
composed the Talmud, and in the 
days of hir son who completed it, 
Israel was still more widely scattered 
throughout all the nations, and ex- 
tended even to the most distant 



shores and isles. Dissensions in- 
creased in the world. Warlike hosts 
rendered the roads unsafe. The 
study of the law decreased, and Is- 
raelites did not, as in former days, 
assemble by thousands and tens of 
thousands in their colleges. Only a 
few individuals, whom the Lord 
deigned to call, joined themselves 
together in their respective cities and 
countries, occupied themselves with 
the study of the law, and understood 
all the writings of the sages ; by 
means of which they knew tho deci- 
sion which justice dictated. Each 
beth-din, or " tribunal," that arose 
subsequent to the compilation of 
the Talmud, and that decreed, or 
enacted, or laid down customs to its 
own countrymen, or to the inhabit- 
ants of different countries, did not 
extend its authority to all the Israel- 
ites, owing to the distance of their 
habitations, and the unsafe state of 
the roads. As the tribunals of these 
countries were individual, and as the 
great beth-din of Seventy-one with 
whom rested all final decisions had 
ceased to exist many years previous 
to the compilation of the Talmud, 
the inhabitants of one country are 
not compelled to observe the cus- 
toms of another country; and one 
beth-din cannot be called upon to 
enforce the decrees enacted by that 
of another land. And thus, like- 
wise, if one of the Gaonim, " princi- 
pal Rabbies," pronounced a certain 
decision or judgment, and if another 
tribunal was of opinion that such 
decision was not in conformity to 
the Talmud, it was left to the option 
of individuals to adhere to the deci- 
sion of the former or to that of the 
latter. This relates to decisions, 
ordinances, enactments, and customs, 
originating since the compilation of 
the Talmud. But whatever is con- 
tained in the Babylonian Talmud is 
obligatory on all Israel to abide by. 
And it is compulsory on each city or 
country to observe all the customs 
laid down by the Talmudic Doctors, 
to enforce their decrees, and to obey 
their enactments ; because all those 
things which are contained in the 
Talmud have been authenticated and 
legalized by all Israel ; and those 
sages who authorized, or decreed, or 
enacted, or demonstrated a decision. 
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and taught such to be the law, had 
received the principles of the law by 
tradition, from age to age up to the 
days of Moses our teacher. The 
sages who arose after the compila- 
tion of the Talmud, and demonstrat- 
ed therefrom, and gained favour by 
their wisdom, are called Gaonim. All 
these Gaonim who arose either in the 
land of Israel, or of Shinnar, (" Chal- 
dea,") or in Sphard, C' Spain,") or 
Zarphath, (" France,") and taught 
the principles of the I'almud, eluci- 
dated its profound sayings, and ex- 
pounded those passages in it the 
meaning of which is extremely diffi- 
cult in itself. In addition to which 
it is written in Aramaic, intermixed 
with other J languages; the former 
was the vernacular tongue amongst 
the men of Shinnar at the time the 
Talmud was compiled. But in other 
places, and likewise in Shinnar, in 
the days of the Gaonim, that language 
was no longer understood unless by 
tuition. 

As the 'inhabitants of different 
cities directed many questions to the 
Gaon of every respective age, that he 
might expound to them the difficult 
passages of the Talmud, to which he 
replied according to the measure of 
talents with which he was gifted ; 
those who asked the questions col- 
lected the answers, and formed them 
together into books for their instruc- 
tion. Each of the Gaonim in every • 



age likewise composed works of 
their own accord, to explain the 
Talmud: some of them on solitary 
decisions, others on single chapters, 
which, in their time, were considered 
^ as difficult ; and some of them ex- 
' pounded entire treatises and volumes. 
They likewise pronounced and wrote 
decisions on subjects of prohibition 
and permission, guilt or acquittal; 
and on such matters as the occasion 
required, in order that they might be 
within the reach of the understand- 
ing of those who could not penetrate 
the depths of the Talmud. And this 
is the work of the Lord with which 
all the Gaonim, ** principal teachers,'* 
of Israel occupied themselves, from 
the day when the Talmud was com- 
piled until this present time, which 
is the eighth after 1100 since the de- 
struction of the temple, or in the 
year 4937 since the creation of the 
world. At this present time perse- 
cutions are become exceeding strong; 
the pressure of the times weighs hea- 
vily on all ; the wisdom of our sages 
is lost; and the understanding of 
our wise men is concealed from us ; 
so that the expositions, decisions, 
and replies which the Gaonim com- 
posed and approved as explicit, are, 
in these days, become difficult of 
comprehension, which induces me, 
Moses the son of Maimon, to under- 
take the present work. 

(To be resumed,) 



v.— CUSTOMS AND OBSERVANCES OF THE JEWS. 

SuCCOth : ** THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES." 



The harvest-home has, at all times 
and amongst most nations, been "con- 
sidered as a season of hilarity and 
feasting. The Israelites, in the pos- 
session of their own land, blessed 
with abundance, and favoured with 
all the gifts of bountiful Providence 
which a rich soil, a salubrious clime, 
and a land overflowing with milk 
and honey could produce, had cause, 
beyond most other nations, to exult 
in the permission to express their 
gratitude towards the God of their 
fathers, who had released them from 
the house of bondage, protected them 
during their wanderings in the wil- 
derness, settled them in the land of 
his promise, in cities which they had 



not built, to enjoy^ouses abundantly 
furnished with every thing good, 
which they did not fill, and vineyards 
and olive trees which they did not 
plant. However great these tempo- 
ral mercies were, they were far ex- 
ceeded by that spiritual blessing 
which their God pronounced on 
them when he vouchsafed to say, 
" Ye shall be a peculiar treasure un- 
to me above all people ; for all the 
earth is mine. And ye shall be unto 
me a kingdom of priests and a holy 
people." cExod. xix. 5, 6.) To them 
he entrusted his laws, them he ap- 
pointed as the guardians of his com- 
mandments, the depositaries of his 
will, and of them be emphatically 
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declared, in the words of the prophet 
Isaiah, **;Ye are my witnesses, saith 
the Lord." (xliii. 10.) 

The special purposes which in- 
duced the Deity to select our fathers 
from amongst the nations of the 
earth, and to consecrate them to his 
service, required that they should be 
a holy people, sanctified in all their 
paths, pious and godly at all times 
and under all circumstances, and 
not less penetrated with devotion 
and obedience tQ the Deity on their 
days of feasting and exultation, than 
they were on their days of fasting 
and humiliation. lorn hakippurim 
closed, their peace made with their 
God and their brethren, a season of 
festivity commences: But it is in 
accordance with the Divine com- 
mand as laid down in His law, where 
we find the origin and institution of 
the feast of tabernacles thus ex- 
pressed, in Lev. xxiii. 33 : " Speak 
unto the children of Israel saying : 
The fifteenth day of this seventh 
month shall be the feast of taberna- 
cles for seven days unto the Lord. 
On the first day shall be an holy 
convocation : Ye shall do no servile 
work therein." Again, in the same 
chapter, verse 39 : — ** Also in the 
fifteenth day of the seventh month, 
when ye have gathered in the fruit of 
the land, ye shall keep a feast unto 
the Lord seven days. On the first 
day shall be a Sabbath, and on the 
eighth shall be a Sabbath. And ye 
shall take unto yourselves on the 
first day the fruit of the tree Hadar, 
palm leaves, boughs of the tree 
Aboth, and willows of the brook ; 
and ye shall rejoice before the 
Lord your God seven days. And 
ye shall celebrate it as a feast 
to the Lord seven days in the 
year. An everlasting statute to all 
yoiir generations, in the seventh 
month ye shall celebrate it. In 
booths shall ye dwell seven days. 
Every denizen in Israel shall dwell 
in booths : In order that your gene- 
rations may know tbat I caused the 
children of Israel to dwell in booths, 
when I brought them outof the land 
of Egypt. I am the Lord your God." 
It is repeated in Numbers xxix. 12 : 
"And on the fifteenth day of the 
seventh month ye shall have an holy 
convocation. Ye shall do no servile 



work, and ve shall celebrate a feast 
to the Lora, seven days." 

Here then we find two distinct 
commandments given for the observ- 
ance of the feast : First, the dwelling 
in booths, and secondly, the using 
(for the purpose of prayer and com- 
memoration) four species of the ve- 
getable kingdom. Tradition teaches 
us, that, they are as follow : The 
fruit of the tree Hadar * or Esrog, 
"Citron," the Capotk temarim,^ or 
Loolif, "Palm leaves," ^boughs of 
the tree aboth, " myrtles," and 
brook-willows. We shall treat of 
these two observances separately. 

The first — dwelling in Succoth, 
"booths" or "tabernacles," — gives 
the name to the festival. Such a 
Succah or " booth," must be erected 
under the open sky. It must not 
be completely roofed in or covered 
in with any solid material, but roust 
be thatched in ^uch a manner as to 
admit the view of the sky and of the 
stars. During the continuance of the 
festival it is imperative to dwell in 
the succah j that is to say, all meals 
must be taken there ; and where the 
climate'permits, it is customary hke- 
wise, to sleep there. In addition to 
the reason assigned in holy writ, 
and which we ouoted above, Leviticus 
xxiii. 33; — " That your generations 
may know that I caused the children 
of Israel to dwell in booths, when I 
brought them out of the land of 
Egypt:" and which, as some com- 
mentators say, refers to the pillar of 
the cloud," (Exodus xiii. 21,) that 
guided and sheltered them : In 
addition to this reason there are 
many symbolic indications in this 
and the other observances of the 
feast. Amongst the many commen- 
tators who have endeavoured to ex- 
plain these observances, and each of 
whom assigns to them a sublime and 
truly pious meaning, we confine 
ourselves to the Akedatkt Itzchack, 
(folio 228-29,) where it is said, 

" The general intention of the law 
is to liberate man from the slavery 
of his earthly passions, and to trans- 
form it into obedience to the king- 

• There are two different meanings as- 
signed to the word Hadar, " goodly or 
beautiful," and our RaLbies derive it from 
ha-dar " wbich rests," as the fniit winters 
on the tree. 
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dom of heaven. We find it said in mind, that he is but a sojourner here, 
Deuteronomy viii. 12 : *' Lest when and that his real home is another and 
thou hast eaten and art full, and a better world. Therefore he quits 
hast built goodly houses and dwelt his constant and appointed residence 
therein ; when thy herds and flocks to dwell in a booth. He abandons 
multiply; when thy silver and the roof of his abode with all the 
gold is multiplying ; and all thou riches, comforts, and incentives to 
hast increases ; thy heart grow proud, worldly passions which it contains, 
and thou forget the Lord thy God." and resigns himself to contempla- 
To guard against this fearful conse- tion. His booth admits the view of the 
quence of earthly prosperity, there sky and stars through its frail cover- 
is a commandment, which directs ing, in order that he may be reminded 
the Israelite, that, precisely at the of their Creator and his own. As the 
time of the harvest, in the midst of Psalmist says, ** The heavens proclaim 
general abundance, he is to call to the glory of God." (Psalm zix.) 

{To be continued.) 

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

We have been favoured with several communications. To some of them 
we have but one general reply : — That we are merely translators, therefore 
not responsible for the opinions of our authors, and that we will not allow 
ourselves to become involved in any controversy, either religious or political. 
Some of these communications, however, require a particular reply, which 
we will endeavour to give,^8 our time and space may permit. 

" Ma. presents his compliments to the Editor of the Hebrew Re- 
view, and begs to call his attention to the great inaccuracy of the paragraph 
in the first number of the Review, page 3, beginning with the words, * And 
yet in Britain,' and ending ' the spirit of the age.' It is there stated, that 
wherever the English language prevails, the Jew dwells under laws which 
extend protection equally to all without distinction of creed. This would 
be correct if it were said of many of the dependencies of England, such as 
the East Indies, Jamaica, Lower Canada, or Barbadoes, or of France, HoU 
land, Belgium, or the United States of America ; for in all these different 
countries and colonies the laws do make no distinction between Jews and 
other persons. But the statement is certainly quite incorrect when applied 
to England, where the law, so far from making no distinction of creed, ex- 
cludes the Jew, on account of his creed, from every political privilege which 
all other classes may possess. 

** The whole passage, too, appears to Mr. to convey the idea that 

Jews ought to be grateful for mere shelter and personal freedom ; while he 
has no doubt that the Editor must agree with him in thinking that there is 
nothing in these things that can demand any extraordinary gratitude, and 
that the Jews are just as well entitled as other people, not only to shelter 
and freedom which they enjoy, but also to political privileges which they 

possess in the various states to which Mr. has referred, but of which 

they are unjustly deprived in England. 

" Mr. forwards a number of the Companion to the Newspaper, con- 
taining some information on the subject to which he has adverted."* 

Our correspondent does not seem to have sufficiently considered the dif- 
ference between political privileges and the protection of the laws. They 

* Although this communication is marked private, vre think it our duty to give puhHcity 
to its contents, in order to set the question at rest with such of our brethren as may 
share the opinion of the imter, whose name, however, we shall ^lot presume to publish 
iKlthout his permisdon. 
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are, bowever, perfectly distinct, and may be enjoyed togetber or separately, 
but do not necessarily result from each otber. Tbus be wbo denies the 
immortality of the soul, and future rewards and punishments, will not, through 
the public profession of his creed, be excluded from the full enjoyment 
of every poHtical privilege, rank, power, and emolument ; although the laws, 
by denying credence to his oath, make the protection extended to him 
dependent on the testimony of others, and consequently distinguish his . 
creed by a penalty with which others are not visited. 

Again : Dissenters from the Established Church, even till within the 
last few years, were excluded from all political privileges, and nearly in the 
same situation as the Jews are at present. Nevertheless, the protection 
of the laws was, without any distinction, extended to them, as it is to us^ 
equally with the members of the Establishment ; and the great principle is 
recognised, that all men are equal in the eye of the law. 

There have, however, been instances when the professors of a particular 
creed have been subjected to exclusion from political privileges, and like- 
wise suffered under laws so invidious as to render that creed penal. Such 
was the case not many years ago in Ireland with respect to the Roman 
Catholics ; such is the case at the present day with respect to Jews, in states 
far more numerous than those to whose liberality our correspondent does 
justice. 

The emancipation of the Jews, though at all times just in theory, is 
become so in practice only since the removal of those disabilities under 
which all other Dissenters laboured. In this respect the history of fifteen 
centuries is opposed to that of seven years. In England, some eighty 
years ago, an enlightened Parliament granted what Jews now contend for ; 
but the national opinion, or perhaps public clamour, compelled the repeal 
of that just and wise measure. At present the nation thinks very dif- 
ferently: The voice of its Representatives has declared the re- 
moval of civil disabilities from the Jews to be an act of justice ; and though 
that act of justice may be delayed, it cannot, in opposition to the will 
of the nation and its Representatives, be much longer refused. 

When we spoke of **the protection of the laws," we did so inde- 
pendently of political privileges ; for there is no necessary connection 
be(Ween them. When we speak of "gratitude towards the enlightened 
people amongst whom we dwell," — we offer them \!fhat is truly their 
due, not for shelter and personal freedom only afforded to the Jew, but for 
the exercise of that liberal feeling which, by removing the disabilities of 
all other Dissenters placed the Jew in a situation to claim the same 
boon, and which, by the majority of its Representatives, decided his 
claim to be just. 

The Editor. 



fVe shall reply to D, N. in our next. 
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Pithche Jah .\" THE gates of jah.^ 
( Continued from page 31.) 



In order to understand the essence 
of the various proper names and ad- 
jectives applied to the Sephiroth, thou 
must know that each Sephira is a 
power equal to all things and their 
mutations, and in accordance with 
the variations of the attribute from 
one degree to another, in such man- 
ner as they receive the same from 
any one of the superior Sephiroth for 
the purpose of operating agreeably 
to the will of Him who parted them 
off, or to the effects which proceed 
from that will, in manner, time, and 
place. Were we to examine the de- 
gree of relation existing between the 
Sephira Malchuth * and the Sephira 
Ibsod, t we find at least ten deffrees 
in Malchuth which receives, and the 
like number in Jesod which bestows : 
as lesod can bestow from its original 
essence, or from what it receives of 
Tipherethy J or of any other of the 
Sephiroth J and in the latter case 
there may be more bestowed by 
other Sephiroth than by lesod. Again : 
Each of the emanations thus bestow- 
ed may originate from some other 
emanation ; as, for instance, if lesod 
receives from Tiphereth and bestows 
on Malchuth, Tiphereth may bestow, 
either from its own originsd essence, 
or from what it has received of 
Gedulah§ or Geburah,\\ or some 
other Sephira j and so on, in every 
case. Tnus these emanations become 
multiplied in an infinite manner; 
and to each is attached its own pe- 
culiar and secret power, effect, and 
idiosyncracy, according to the decree 
of Him that endowed them all. Cor- 
jresponding with the variety of these 
emanations is the number of adjec- 
tives applied to them ; each one of 

• Kingdom, f Foimdation; t Beauty. 
§ GreatneM. || Might. 



which is limited to the expression of 
its own particular qualities, so that 
what is expressed by one is not ex- 
pressed by any other, and each of 
them is requisite to the whole. The 
purpose of these adjectives is to ex- 
tend the branches of the sephira to 
which it appertains : As if we were 
to assume, that the name of four let- 
ters, iJod, He, Vau, He,) which is in 
each of the Sephiroth, is their essence, 
and that each of the ten clothes itself 
in one of the Divine Names, which 
must not be erased, as the chief 
branches which spread from the 
stem of the tree, and from which 
again lesser branches extend in the 
guise of adjectives peculiar to each 
particular name. If we assume this, 
we find that these adjectives are so 
many garments to the names which 
must not be erased, which again are 
garments to the Ten Sephiroth, which 
in their turn clothe the name of four 
letters; the Great Essence com- 
prising and pervading every thing. 
Like the stem of the tree, the leaves 
of which cover its branches, the 
branches surround the top, and the 
top crowns the whole. So that each 
adjective, according to its degree, is 
more internal than another. Thus 
there is likewise in each of the com- 
mandments different contents, and 
different effects, each of which de- 
notes one of the Sephiroth. Nor is 
this either a repetition or superflu- 
ous, as each refers to another degree 
in the Bame Sephira j Sind the light 
and efflux which emanate from one 
is not like the light and efflux which 
emanate from another ; but all is 
in accordance with the purpose as- 
signed by His wisdom and law: 
blessed be He ! 

The members of the human body 
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are a temple, and garments to the 
spiritual and superior pQwers ; as all 
theseare united and tied together to 
the exalted branches on high. Con- 
sequently, man may, in his mind and 
ideas, become susceptible of being a 
Merkaba to the emanation of a Sephira. 
He who preserves bimself free from 
all sin, and attaches himself to the 
scrupulous observance of any one of 
the commandments of the law, be- 
comes a Merkaba of the particular 
Sephira to which that commandment 
appertains ; especially if his soul be 
an efflux from that Sephira : and 
even if his aoul be from another 
Sephira, it will nevertheless become 
a Merkaba : as all the Sephiroth are 
related to each other, and every one 
of them comprises every thing. This 
becoming a Merkaba, in the case of 
« man who devotes himself to the 
scrupulous observance of any one 
commandment, is by means of a 
stream of light from the Sephira to 
which this commandment appertains; 
and, through its shining on him, the 
Sckechiam * becomes attracted, and 
rests upon him. In order that he 
may be able to receive the light, 
which is poured forth from above, 
the Sehechina^ enters the soul of this 
righteous man, and makes it her 
temple and resting-place, even till 
the soul becomes a receptacle to the 
emanation from that Sephira j for 
all the superior and inferior worlds, 
as even the angels, do not receive 
the emanations of the Sephira, except 
by means of the souls of the pious, 
which are united above, through the 
scrupulous observance of the com- 
mandment, the iaw, and prayers, 
and are lifted up to that high state 
of exaltation which they have gained, 
by traversing the whole universe : 
Namely, first, the olam hangasiah 
"worid of works,*' which comprises 
every thing that is mentioned in the 
history of creation down to the bot- 
tomless pit, and includes the Cli- 
poth,f and ten orlnts, and the 
elements, with every thing which 
they compose. These parts of the 
olam hangasiah ascend ten degrees. 
Thence the soul wings her flight 
through the olam haiezira, " the 
world of formatioD/' and olam ha^ 

• The presence of the Deity, 
t Shefls — certain spirits, so called. 



briah, " the world of creation," unto 
the olam haaziloth, '* the distin- 
guished world." In order to form 
an idea of these different worlds, 
thou must know that the Sephiroth 
are parted oflf from the Infinite : 
blessed be He ! — and they are called 
aziloth, like weazalti min haruach, 
" and I will part off from the Spirit." 
(Num. xi. 17.) The manner in which 
this is done is such that the power 
of the bestower is in those who re- 
ceive ; but the bestower does not 
become less by having bestowed, or 
after having done so, in like man- 
ner as one flame is kindled by an- 
other without the first decreasing. 
The name aziloth is likewise derived 
from the preposition etzel, ** by," or 
*' near," to denote their perfect ad- 
herence to the Bestower, their First 
Cause, in whom they are rooted. In 
the aziloth is the power of the be- 
stower and the receivers ; namely> 
the essence which expands itself into 
the different vessels or Sephiroth, and 
gradually descends from the Cether 
downwards, without ever separating 
from it even for a single instant. 
And these Sephiroth are ten, neither 
more nor less. When the Rav Hai 
Gaon, of blessed memory, states that 
the thirteen attributes of mercy are 
branches which extend from the ten 
Sephiroth with three principal but 
hidden heads, he does not mean that 
there are thirteen Sephiroth, but that 
there are three hidden powers, the 
sources and causes of the attributes 
which are expressed, which again are 
as shadows to the superior ones, and 
these are not more than ten, and 
these are the sources of the Sephi- 
roth, 

If a man intends to produce any 
thing, although in his imagination 
be pictures to himself the thing 
which he is about to form, it must 
nevertheless be considered as non- 
existing until the form present to 
his mind is realized by the^ perfect 
execution ; but such is not the case 
with the thoughts of the Holy One : 
blessed be he ! As soon as he 
thought proper to part off the azi- 
loth, they immediately became sepa- 
rated in his being, but without 
causing any change in his essence ; 
and thus was produced the existence 
of these ten that are united to him. 



(To be continued.) 
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Sepher Ikkarim : ** book op principles. ** 
(Continued from pagfi 39 J 



division I. CHAPTER XIX. 

Faith is the perfect impression on 
the soul of a something past or to 
come, iind which no other impression 
has the power to gainsay or contra- 
dict; although the soul does not 
know how this certainty has been 
acquired, any more than it knows 
how it has .obtained its innate im- 
pressions,* or those other ideas 
which the mind has so thoroughly 
appropriated to itself that it feels 
their certainty as positively as if 
demonstrated by the evidence of the . 
senses or by experience, however 
ignorant of the cause of that ex- 
perience. Faith is the certainty of 
a something which is not demon- 
strated to the believer by the evi- 
dence of his own senses, but has 
been demonstrated bv such evidence 
either to one man, wnose veracity is 
universally acknowledged and ap- 
proved, or to severed men, in a man- 
ner public and notorious, at a time 
already past; and which has sub- 
sequently been transmitted by the 
one or the several, traditionally, from 
father to son, in an uninterrupted 
chain: By which means faith be- 
comes justified before the tribunal of 
his reason, in the same degree as if 
it rested on the evidence of his own 
senses, although in itself it is not 
within the conception of simple rea* 
son. Such, for instance, is the be- 
lief, which has been approved by 
experience, that the Holy One (bless- 
ed be HE \) has caused men to be- 
come prophets ; not one man only, 
but an entire nation, — men, women, 
and (children ; as it is said in the 
law : " These words the Lord spoke 
unto all your assembly on the mount, 
out of the midst of the fire, the cloud, 
and the thick darkness, with a great 
voice." (Deut. v. 22.) And Moses 
confirms this statement by his own 
testimony when he says, *'Did ever 
people hear the voice of God speak- 
ing out of the midst of the fire as 
thou hast heard, and live?" (Deut. 
iv. 33.) Although this may appear 
incomprehensible to simple reason, 
• Vide chapter 16. 



it is nevertheless proved to be true 
and certain by the evidence of ex- 
perience, confirmed by tradition from 
father to son : It can therefore not 
be denied or contradicted. It is cer- 
tain and unquestionable, that no one 
bears greater love to a man than his 
own father ; consequently the tradi- 
tion thus transmitted and preserved 
to him by the love of his own father,— 
whom it reached by the same means, 
and so on in ascension unto those 'to 
whom the truth of what they trans- 
mitted was demonstrated by the evi- 
dence of their own senses, — becomes 
as firmly rooted in the mind as if 
that evidence of the senses had been 
afforded to himself ; for it is certain, 
that no father, and much less all the 
fathers, an entire generation of a 
whole nation, would transmit to his 
or their children the inheritance of 
falsehood instead of truth. This 
conviction is expressed by the Sacred 
Singer in the forty-fourth Psalm, 
verses 1-4, when he says, **With 
our ears we have heard, O God ! our 
fathers have related to us, the won- 
drous works thou didst in their days, 
in the days of old: that with thy 
power thou didst drive out the na- 
tions and plantedst them, that thou 
didst afilict the people and cast them 
out. For they conquered not the 
land with their sword, their own arm 
did not assist them : but thy right 
hand, and thy arm, and the light of 
thy countenance, because they found 
favour before thee. Thou art he, 
my King I God ! Command de- 
liverance unto Jacob." His mean- 
ing is. We have heard from our 
fathers what was proved to them by 
the evidence of their senses ; not 
only by prophecy, but likewise by 
the supernatural effects of thy aid : 
For it was thy power that overcame 
the nations ; as their own force, ex- 
erted in a natural way, was totally 
insufiBcient to conquer the land.* 



• This exposition wiU enable tis to nn- 
derstand a difficnlt passage in Judges i. 19 ; 
*< And the Lord was with Jehnda ; and he 
conquered the inhabitants of the mountain ; 
for the inhabitants of the plain were not ta 
h2 
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"Thou art he, my King, O God! 
As thou hast once deigned to be- 
stow thy special protection on us, 
vouchsafe to continue us thy aid, and 
command the deliverance ol Jacob :." 
an appeal to the experience of the 
past. It is imperative that tradition, 
in uninterrupted chain from father 
to son, should be received, as 
the Divine Laws are not transmitted 
by any other means ; accordingly, 
Moses, the servant of God, tells us, 
" Ask of thy father, and he will re- 
late to thee ; thy elders, and they 
will tell thee." (Deut. xxxii. 7.) And 
in order to afford sufficient protec- 
tion to the purity and integrity of 
this tradition, sentence of death is 
pronounced on him who gainsays 
the tradition of the fathers, or con- 
troverts the decision of the elders ; 
as it is said in the Law : " Accord- 
ing to the iudgment which they shall 
tell thee, shalt thou do. Thou shalt 
not deviate from the sentence which 
they shall ^ew thee» either to the 
right or to the left. And the man 
that will do presumptuously, and 
will not hearken to tne priest that 
standeth before the Lord thy God, 
or unto the Judge, even that man 
shall die." (Deut. xvii. 11, 12.) 
Therefore likewise obedience to 
teachers is enforced, and the punish- 
ment of death is denounced against 
the stubborn and rebellious child. 
For it is as natural to believe in 
the traditiou of the fathers, as in the 
evidence of our own senses, however 
incomprehensible the facts may ap- 
pear to our simple reason. Hence 
faith is the firm and inward assur- 
ance of the truth of certain things, 
which at the time present is not 
proved to us by the evidence of our 

be conqaered as they had chariots of iron." 
The meaning of which is, The Lord was 
with Jehudaj and by His supernatural aid 
they overcame the inhabitants of the moun- 
tain in their strong-holds and fastnesses ; 
although without that supernatural aid, and 
limited to their own force, they could not 
have accomplished the easier conquest of 
the inhabitants of the plain, although the^e 
had but their chariots of iron on which to 
depend, and not tlie additional aid of natural 
fastnesses, as had the inhabitants of the 
mountain. The words in Judges are, 
Ki lo lehorishy or, " There was no overcom- 
ing," 8m5. : not, He could not drive out, as 
in the authorized vea?ion. — The Editor. 



own senses or reason; but which 
rests on tradition, founded on and 
derived from experience and the evi- 
dence of the senses afforded in for- 
mer days ; and is therefore deservedly 
held as truth, certainty, and convic- 
tion. 

CHAPTER XX. 

The more approved the veracity is 
of the one man, (till it be so generally 
acknowledged that no one contradicts 
it,) or the more perfect the qualities, 
or greater the numbers of the several 
to whom such evidence of the senses 
has been afforded, the more implicit 
faith is due to their testimony from 
those by whom that testimony is re- 
ceived. Therefore the Holy One 
(blessed be He !) vouchsafed to give 
the Law through Moses, with the 
greatest possible degree of publicity, 
before six hundred thousand men^ 
besides women and children, who 
were present, and the numbers of the 
mixed multitude who belonged not 
to their congregation, but neverthe- 
less partook of the same evidence. 
The joint testimony of all these 
would be sufficient to satisfy the 
scruples of all the rest of mankind ; 
and accordingly in this sense our 
Rabbles of blessed memory say, 
** The giving of the Law at Sinai was 
as public and notorious as if all the 
world had been present.*' Thus, 
then, no doubt does or can remain 
of the reality of the Divine demon- 
stration on Sinai ; for that which is 
asserted by one, or by a few individu- 
als, does not become as completely 
obligatory on their own contempora- 
ries, much less on succeeding gene- 
rations, as what is asserted by the 
concurrent testimony of an entire 
nation, as the result of the most per- 
fect evidence and conviction. For 
as we said before ; (chapter xviii.) not 
all the miracles performed by Moses 
previous to the giving of the Law 
would of themselves have been suf- 
ficient to prove that the Divine laws 
were really given through him, until 
the Israelites with their own ears 
heard the Deity say unto Moses, 
** Go say unto them. Get you into 
your tents again ; but as for thee, 
stand'' thou here by me, and I will 
speak unto thee all the command- 
ments, and the statutes, and the 



Digitized by 



Google 



M&TAPHYSICS AND PHILOSOPHY OF THE RABBIE8. 



53 



judgments which thou shalt teach 
them." (Deuteronomy v. 30, 31.) 
This is the cause why the whole of 
the Law was not given to Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, to be by them 
transmitted to their descendants; 
for that which is derived from indi- 
viduals only is liable in the course of 
time to become exposed to doubts, 
and eventually to be lost ; and the 
Law was consequently given with 
such perfect -publicity as to command 
the testimony of a whole nation, in 
a manner that can leave no room for 
the least doubt on the minds of their 
descendants ; for it is impossible to 
suppose that this whole nation should 
labour under the same erroneous 
impression, not to say mental aberra- 
tion ; or should purposely combine 
to pass off on their children, as facts, 
— and with the most minute detail of 
circumstances,— fables which had no 
existence except in their deluded or 
deluding imaginations. This great 
and unquestioned publicity is not 
only a sufficient cause for the faith 
of Israelites, to whom the Divine 
revelation of these Laws is an inhe- 
ritance, but entitles this law to the 
belief likewise of all the nations on 
earth : who, on the strength of the 
testimony given by an entire people, 
are in reason bound to believe in 
the revelation of the Divine laws to 
the Israelites. Therefore the pro- 
phet says, ** Ye are my witnesses, 
saith the Lord, and my servant whom 
I have chosen ; that ye may know 
and believe me ; and understand that 
I am He. Before me there was no 
God formed, neither shall there be 
after me : I, even I, am the Lord ; 
and beside me there is no Saviour. 
I have declared, and have saved, 
and I have shewed when no strange 
God was amongst you ; therefore ye 
are my witnesses, saith the Lord, 
that I am God." (Isaiah xliii. 10-1 2.) 
The meaning of which is : This nation 
produces six hundred thousand cre- 
dible witnesses, whose evidence is 
conclusive as to what they have seen, 
heard, and experienced by the de- 
monstration of their senses, when 
they heard the voice of the Lord 
command the observance of the De- 
caliigue ; and on the strength of this 
conclusive evidence it must be be- 
lieved, without doubt or hesitation 



of any kind, that this Law of Moses 
is really and truly revealed by the 
Deity. 

CHAPTER XXI. 

Faith in the Holy One (blessed 
be He !) and in his holy law promotes 
man to eternal felicity, and occasions 
the cleaving of the soul to the Deity. 
This is a truth confirmed by experi- 
ence, as the foundation and ground- 
work of tradition ; for it has never 
yet happened that any sage, searcher 
of nature, or philosopher should by 
his own unaided efforts have attained 
the eminent qualification of prophe- 
cy, which is the conjunction of the 
Divine Spirit with human reason, as 
was done by the worthies of the law, 
whose reason was so strongly at- 
tached to the Deity, that by means 
of this attachment they obtained the 
power of altering the course of na- 
ture, and of producing supernatural 
effects ; as we find was the case with 
the prophets whose dicta gave law 
to nature, being all confirmed and 
carried into effect by the Divine 
power, llius Elijah called down 
fire from heaven, contrary to the 
ordinary course of nature ; and there- 
fore he said, ** If I be a man of God, 
let fire come down from heaven," 
&c., (2 Kings i. 10,) and it was done 
accordingly. In like manner he 
divided the Jordan, (2 Kings ii. 8,) 
as did also Elisha, (2 Kings ii. 14,) 
who cured Naaman's leprosy, (2 
Kings V. 1-15,) resuscitated the 
dead, not only during his life-time, 
(2 Kings iv 18,) but likewise after 
his own death ; (2 Kings xiii.' 21 ;> 
and many other similar instances of 
miraculous power exercised by them 
and by other prophets. We likewise 
find other pious and godly men, who, 
without being prophets, obtained, by 
means of fervent prayer, either a 
power over nature, or that the ordi- 
nary course of nature was altered on 
their account. Such were Hananiah, 
Mishael, afnd Azariah, who were 
thrown into the burning fiery fur- 
nace, and were not hurt ; (Daniel iii, 
21-27;) and also R. Chanina ben 
Dose, and R. Phineas ben Joel, who 
effected things contrary to the ordi- 
nary course of nature : All of which 
proves that the perfect believer in 
God and in his law is superior to na- 
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ture» wbich is subjected to him. And 
this is the true touchstone of the 
laws revealed by God, — that he is 
the Protector, Saviour, and Shield 
of those who believe in him, and who 
observe his covenant and command- 
ments with perfect devotion; as it 
is said, *' The command of God is 
pure ;" (Psalm six. 8 ;) and '' a shield 
to all that rely thereon." And again ; 
*' He grants the desire of those that 
fear him ; "he hears their cries and 
saves them." (Psalm cxlv. 19.) ** He 
confirm) the word of his servant, 
and maketh vain the counsel of 
Kings." (Isaiah xliv. 26.) This 
cleaving of the pious to the Deity is 
a proof of the soul's communion with 
the Godhead in a future state, as 
even in ihia life so very eminent a 
degree may be attained. In this 
sense Moses said, '** And ye that 
cleave unto the Lord your God are 
all alive this day/' (Deut. iv. 4.) 
The meaning is, ** Should any philo- 
sopher atnongst the nations believe 
in this cleaving of the soul to the 
Deity, his faith would be but indivi- 
dual and dependent on the conclu- 
sions of his reason ; whereas you 
Israelites are convinced of the truth 
of this belief, not as individuals, but 
as an entire nation; and this day, 
whilst yet you are alive, your expe- 
rience furnishes you with proofs of 
the reality of the soul's attachment 
unto God." — The proof of which is, 
that God hears the prayers of those 
who are thus attached to him, and 
aids them even by supernatural 
means ; as Moses further observes : 
** For what nation is there so great 
that their Gods should be nigh unto 
them as the Lord our God is to us 
in all that we implore of him ? " 
(Deut. V. 8.) All this conjointly 
proves that the belief in God and in 
his l*aw bestows a degree of perfec- 
tion on the soul, and attaches it so 
completely to the Deity, that nature 
becomes its subordinate ; as this at- 
tachment of the soul to the Godhead 
renders it superior to, and gives it a 
command over, nature. Hence Abra- 
ham was praised in his faith, as is 
said, ** And he believed in the Lord, 
who accounted it to him for righ- 
teousness." (Genesis xv. 6.) There- 
fore Moses and Aaron were punished 
for their want of faith, as is said. 



"Because ye believed me not to 
sanctify me in the eyes of the chil- 
dren of Israel, therefore ye shall not 
bring this congregation unto the 
land which I have given them." 
(Numbers xx. 12.) Therefore it is 
said, " Believe in the prophets, and 
ye shall be happy," which proves 
that faith maketh happy here and 
hereafter. Again : *' The righteous 
shall live in his faith;" (Habak. ii. 
4 ;) by which expression it is not 
temporal life that is indicated, as, ac- 
cording to the ordinary course of 
nature, the pious does not live longer 
than the sinner ; but it is etemalWfe, 
the true life of the soul, which the 
righteous alone is certain to attain ; 
as is said : "Who save* the righteous 
on his death-bed," or, to express it 
in other words. Who but God gives 
him the assurance of attaining this 
real good ? But the wicked has not 
any such hope whilst alive, nor has 
he a right to expect it in a future 
state. Accordingly our Rabbies of 
blessed memory say, "The righteous 
are called alive even after they are 
dead ; whilst the wicked are called 
dead even during their life-time." This 
attachment of the soul to the Deity, 
and the consequent power to com- 
mand nature, are bestowed onlvontbe 
perfect believer, and tiot on the sage 
or philosopher, in order to prove that 
faith is superior to nature, and to all 
the power and wisdom of nature : and 
that, by means of faith only, is at- 
tained the life and continuation of 
the soul, which in itself is likewise 
superior to nature. 

CHAPTER •XXII. 

In order to lead to felicity faith 
must be well founded, as the belief in 
impossibilities is not adapted to pro- 
mote happiness ; which can only be 
attained by faith in what is tnie, but 
not by a credulity that assigns ex- 
istence to what is not, ur the reverse. 
It therefore behoves man to ask, 
" What is actually true, in order that 
faith may rest and anchor thereon? 
And what is actually not true, im 
order that faith may avoid the allure- 
ments of error ? " Were we to assume, 
that this question could be solved by 
the researches of reason only, then 
our casual understanding would be 
superior to faith, which is contrary 
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to what we have in former chapters 
explahied to be its essence and qua- 
lity. This is a difficult problem, of 
which, however, it is our duty to 
attempt the solution. We therefore 
say, that impossibilities are of two 
different kinds : First, absolute im- 
possibilities, which do not admit the 
slightest doubt or question ; as» for 
instance, that a part should be as 
large as the whole, that the diagonal 
line should be less than any one side 
of the square, that negative and af- 
firmative should at once be true of 
the sam@ subject in the same sense ; 
and many more the like, which are 
utter or absolute impossibilities. 
Thus it is beyond the reach of faith, 
to believe in a doctrine which teaches 
that it is possible for the Deity to 
create another being in every respect 
similar to and equal with Himself ; 
as necessarily the Deity must be the 
producer, and this other being the 
product. Consequently there cannot 
in every respect be perfect equality 
between them. The second kind of 
impossibilities are such as are be> 
yond the power of nature, but not be- 
yond the power of nature's Creator ; 
as the resurrection of the dead, or 
that a man should continue forty 
days and forty nights^ without at all 
eating or drinking ; and many more the 
like, the belief of which, however, is 
within the reach of faith, as we can 
represent to our minds the possibility 
of such an event. We therefore pro- 
ceed to say respecting this latter kind, 
that as soon as reason permits us to 
represent such apparent impossibili- 
ties to our minds as possible, — how- 
ever contrary to nature, — the belief 
that such events either have occurred, 
or do at present, or may hereafter 
occur, can be justified ; particularly if 
supported by the evidence of ex- 
perience } although reason, incapable 
of conceiving the cause, may consider it 
as strange and beyond its power to de- 
monstrate : Like the attraction of iron 
by the magnet, which is not accounted 
for by reason, but by the experience of 
the fact. Accordingly the revival of 
the dead by Elisha, both during his 
• life-time and after his own death, or 
that mortal man should continue 
fortv days and forty nights without 
at all eating or drinking, or that fire 
should be called down from heaven $ 



such and the like events are within 
the reach of possibility to Omnipo- 
tence, and can therefore be believed. 
Whereas the first kind — as utterly 
and absolutely impossible, and alto- 
gether beyond the scope of any effort 
of the mind to represent the same as 
possible — cannot be believed in. 

CHAPTER XXIII. 

Comprised in the three essentia^ 
principles which we have laid down 
and demonstrated in chapters x & xi., 
there are six fundamental articles of 
faith, which must be received and be- 
lieved in by all professors of the Divine^ 
law of Moses. They are as follow : — 

1. The creation of the universe out of 
nothing. — This we have already de- 
monstrated in chapter xii. ; and it is 
perfectly self-evident, that this ar- 
ticle of faith is embodied not only in 
the Divine laws generally, but more 
especially in the law of Moses, al- 
though it is not an essential principle 
to either; as we can conceive the 
existence of the divine laws generally, 
and of the law of Moses in particular, 
without necessarily combining with 
either the axiom that the world was 
created absolutely out of nothing, — 
as we have fully demonstrated in our 
twelfth chapter of this first division. 
Nevertheless this article of faith is a 
branch of the first essential principle, 
** the existence of the Deity ;*' as He 
(blessed be He !) is free from all im- 
perfection, and were his power li- 
mited to the production of something 
out of something, — instead of Omni- 
potence producing every thing out of 
nothing, — it would in him be a want 
of perfection, which God forbid we 
should impute to Him ! For it is not 
correct to assert, that it is beyond the 
scope of all efforts of the mind to re- 
present the possibility of a something 
being created out of nothing, as this 
supposition is perfectly within the 
reach of reason, and can therefore 
with propriety be believed. 

Even those who maintain matter 
to be increate, and the universe pro- 
duced, admit the Deity to be the 
producer of all productions, and that 
matter is a production from him by 
means of the distinct or separate 
reason, which likewise proceeds from 
Him. But how can this be possible ? 
Or rather, If the creation of some- 
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thinff out of nothinff be denied as im- 
possible, is not the existence of 
matter, as the production of this 
separate or distinct reason, as com- 
pletely the creation of something out 
of nothing, as any other system or 
hypothesis possibly can lay down? 
Others again maintain, that the crea- 
tion of the universe out of nothing is 
impossible, because that event must 
have taken place since the com- 
mencement of time ; whereas before 
the existence of matter, time was not 
— and therefore the universe is in- 
create. To them we reply, that their 
fr objection can only arise if we assume 
creation to be a necessary and unin- 
tentional act of the Creator. But as 
He created in conformity to his own 
free will and intention, this objection 
vanishes before the omnipotence of 
his will. 

2. That the degree of prophetic 
eminence bestowed on Moses was 
greater than that imparted to any other 
prophet, that was or ever will be. — And 
though this article of faith is not es- 
sential to the belief in the Divine 
laws generally, or the law of Moses 
in particular, nevertheless as the law 
expressly declares, ** And there arose 
not since in Israel a prophet like 
unto Moses, whom the Lord knew 
face fo face ;" (Deut. xxxiv. 10 ;) it 
has a reference to the past and the 
future, in order to express and point 
out the excellence of the law given 
through him ; of which, God willing, 
we shall treat more at large in the third 
division. It is, therefore, incumbent 
on every professor of the law of 
Moses, to believe it as a branch of the 
second esstntial principle. Revelation. 

3. That this law will never be altered 
by means of any prophet or messenger 
whatsoever. — ^Though this article of 
faith is not essential to the belief in 
Divine laws generally, or the law of 
Moses in particular, (as we have 
already demonstrated,) nevertheless 
as it is a branch arising from the 
second essential principle, *' Revela- 
tion," and the trust- worthiness of the 
messenger, it is incumbent on every 
professor of the law of Moses to 
believe in this article of faith, re- 
specting which we shall, God willing, 
enter into further details in the fifth 
chapter of our third division. 

4 . That the proper observance qf any 



one of the commandments qf the law 
will lead man to perfection. — If this 
were not so, the law of Moses would 
operate as a cause to deprive men of 
that perfection, which our Rabbies 
of blessed memory call ** eternal life 
of the world to come." The purpose 
of all the commandments of the law 
of Moses is to enable all mankind to 
attain that perfection ; and as the 
observance of all the commandments 
is obligatory only on the Israelite, it 
would thence result, that, if the ab- 
solute condition of eternal life be the 
observance of all these command- 
ments, the rest of mankind would 
become excluded, and the law of 
Moses would be the cause of their 
exclusion. But this would be an effect 
contrary to the intention of that re- 
velation : the truth, therefore, is, that 
the perfect and strict observance of 
any one of the commandments, — for 
God*s sake and with a perfect con- 
viction of their divine origin, — will 
lead man to eternal life. Conse- 
quently, the Noachidse (the whole 
human^ race) can by means of their 
law ♦ attain eternal life : And ac- 
cordingly our Rabbies of blessed 
memory said, '* The righteous among 
tbe nations of the world, have a 
share in the life to come."*!* 

* The law of tlie Noacbidee prohibits idol- 
atry, fomication, bloodshed, robbery, blas- 
phemy, and eating the flesh off a living animal ; 
and commands the propagation of the species. 

t From what our author here states, the 
reader can form a clear idea why the Jews 
never attempted to make proselytes. They 
have generally been taxed with extreme 
pride and egotism, in not] inviting othe]% to 
become partakers of the high excellence 
which they ascribe to their religious system. 
This accusation, however, is as untrue |a3 
another which imputes to them great intole- 
rance, and the belief that none but an 
Israelite, can inherit salvation. The con- 
trary, however, is the feet. They admit, 
that, vdthout being or becoming an Israel^ 
ite, man may attain salvation ; and they 
are therefore not in duty bound to make 
proselytes in order to save souls. Accord- 
ing to their system, the Gentile, in order to 
be saved, is held to observe the seven com- 
mandments of the Noachidw, and to the 
belief that the law of Moses was given by ^A 
Divine revelation: And this last the *l^L'Vf 
cannot preach more forcibly than by Br "^ 
tenacious adherence to its precepts, and his 
readiness to forego life itself, rather than hia 
law ; of which he has given proofs so 



Digitized by 



Google 



COMMENTARIES ON HOLY WRIT. 



57 



. But they add, "The Holy One 
(blessed be hb i) deigned to bestow a 
particular boon on Israel by increas- 
ing to them the laws and command- 
ments.*' This article of faith, then, 
as an essential and radical principle 
of the law of Moses, it is incumbent 
on every professor of that law to 
believe in, as we shidl more fully de- 
tail in the twenty-ninth chapter of our 
third division. 

5. The reswrreciiom qf the dead, — 
Some of our Rabbies maintaiaed that 
the resurrection was limited to the 
perfectly JHst ; and as it would thus 
only express a partial reward, he that 
denies credence to this article of 
faith, is like him who refuses to be- 
lieve all or any <^ the great wonders 
performed by any of the perfectly 
just, and which are within the reach 
of faith. 

But as others, on the contrary, 
maintaiB that the resurrection of the 
dead will be general, he who rejects 
this article of faith, denies a branch 
of the third essential principle, " re- 
wards and punishments." And al- 
though not essential to the Divine 
laws in general, or the laws of Moses 
in particular, — ^as it is ouite possible to 
beUeve in rewards ana punishments 
both corporeal and spiritual without 
granting the resurrection of the dead, 
andashewho denies this article cannot 
be considered as rejecting the whole 
of the law of Moses ; — nevertheless, as 
it is an article of faith received by the 
whole nation, whomever professes to 
believe in the law of Moses is bound 
to receive it; as we shall, God will- 
ing, more fully explain in our fourth 
division. 

6. The coming of the Messiah. — ^This 
is a branch of the third essential 
pinciple,**' rewards and punishment," 
and received as an article of faith by 
ike whole nation. It is therefore in- 



cumbent on every Israelite to receive 
it ; as we shall prove more fully in 
our fourth division. It is, however, 
no essential or radical principle either 
of the Divine laws in general, or the 
law of Moses in particular ; which it 
is quite possible to believ«» without 
admitting this article of faith* 

We have not comprised amongst 
these articles of faith the belief in 
any particular commandment, as that 
of penitence and prayer, that the Holy 
One (blessed be Hb !) hears the 
prajrers that are devoutly addressed 
to him, and receives the sincere peni. 
tence of the sinner ; and more of the 
like kind. This we have not done, 
as it would be improper to consider 
any one commandment more essen- 
tial than the others We have like- 
wise not comprised amongst these 
articles of faith that the glory of the 
Most High dwelt visibly among the 
Israelites, the descent of fire from 
heaven to consume liie sacrifice on 
the altar of bumt-ofiTerings, or that 
the Priest was answered by tlie 
Urim and Thununim, and more df 
the like kind ; for these are compri- 
sed in the belief of the wonders and 
miracles which are related in the law. 
Nor is it proper to enumerate one of 
these more than others ; such as that 
the waters of the Rkd Sba were di- 
vided, the descent of the manna, the 
opening of the earth on Korach, and 
its closing again immediately ; which 
last is the proof that it was not the 
result of an earthquake ; and more 
of a similar description. But we 
have enumerated these six articles of 
faith, because they are received by 
the whole nation ; and the observance 
of the whole law at all times rests on 
them, although not essential princi- 
ples. He who denies them is called 
mtfi, *' heretic," and has no share in 
the life to come. 



{To be continued.) 



COMMENTARIES ON HOLY WRIT. 

(Continued from page 6.) 
"In the beginning God created the surface of the deep. 



eth hashamaim, * the heavens and the 
earth : ' And the earth was without 
form and void, and darkness was on 
nvmeroiis and bo striking that the most 
eloquent eflbrts of the most highly gifted 



Eth hash- 
amaim, •• the heavens." — ^Three dif- 
ferent opinions are advanced by 
distinguished commentators respect- 
preacher, would fail to do them justice. — 
Editor. 
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itfg the true meaning of the word 
9httmam: 1. Aben Ezra* main- 
tains it to mean the atmosphere. 
2. Maimonides maintains it to be the 
moving solar systems and planetary 
orbits. 3. Nacnmanides, f and with 
him all the Cabbalists, maintain it to 
be the superior heavens which are 
above the spiritual beings called 
Merkaba, who again are above the 
solar systems and planetary orbits. 

The first of these opinions cannot 
at all be entertained oecause if the 
word shamaim denote merely the at- 
mosphere, we should not in the his- 
tory of the creation find any mention 
whatever of the different solar sys- 
tems, or of spiritual beings or their 
origin. This opinion must^ there- 
fore, be at once rejected ; and we 
next proceed to examine the remain- 
ing two. According to the third, 
The Holy One (blessed be hb!) is 
ealled|the rocheb shamaim, ** the rider 
of the heavens." (Deut. xxxiii. 26.) 
These, as one of our Rabbies re- 
marks, " are called malchutk shamaim, 
' the kingdom of the heavens/ in the 
plural number, because they com- 
prise separate intelligences of various 
degrees and different exaltations, who 
surround the throne of glory ; and 
Holy Writ comprises them all under 
the denomination shamaim, to imply 

*Abeii Ezra, or by bis full name, R. 
Abraham bar R. Meir ben Esra, was bom 
at Toledo, in the commencement of the 
twelfth century. He was a great Divine, 
uid a good and profound commentator on 
Holy Writ. He was likewise famed as a 
physician, poet, and grammarian. As an 
astronomer he acquired great celebrity by 
dividing the equinoctial line into twelve 
equal parts. His thirst after experimental 
knowledge induced him to spend die greater 
part of his life in travelling : and, after 
having visited England, France, Italy, and 
Greece, he died on the Island of Rhodes, 
in the seventy-fifth year of his age. His 
writings, which are numerous, are held in 
high estimation, and particularly admired 
for the precision of their style. 

t Nachmanides, or R. Moses bar Nach- 
man, called, from the initials of his name, 
Ramban, was bom at Gerona, in Spain, in 
the year 1 194, and died in Palestine at the 
advanced age ofonehimdred and six years. 
He is celebrated as a Commentator, Cab- 
balist, and Preacher, and likewise for the 
public disputation held by him against a 
learned Spanish Friar in the presence of 
Alphonso, King of CastiUe. 



that they too were created ont of no- 
thing. It appears to us proper, that 
the second and third opinion should 
be formed into one; and that con- 
sequently the word shamaim means 
both the physical and spiritual hea- 
vens. As these separate intelligences 
are employed to give motion to the 
diff*erent systems, X which is likewise 
the opinion of Aristotle — ^that they 
are the animate form of the inan- 
imate matter, and their operation is 
collective, — they are called by a col- 
lective name shamaim. 

This will explain to us the mean- 
ing of the medrash rabba in Genesis 
i. 1, on shamaim, ** Rab said, shamaim- 
esh umaim, *fire and water.*" 
Rav Abba, son of Rav Kanna, saith, 
•* The Holy One took fire and water, 
and kneaded them together; from 
which mixture the heavens origi- 
nated." 

It would be wrong to suppose that 
the Rabbies considered beings who 
are not subject to dissolution as 
composed of any material substances. 

X An the ancient philosophers, Jevdsh or 
gentile, were at a loss to explain the cause 
by which the heavenly bodies were kept in 
motion. Not that the Jewish Sages ever 
doubted the divine power, or questioned its 
ability to produce and continue such move- 
ment: But, as in Genesis ii. 1, it is said 
that creation was completely finished, or in 
such a state and shape as to continue there- 
in until the end of time, and not to require 
any farther exercise of the creative power 
except for its preservation, it remained in- 
explicable to these Sages how the heavenly 
bodies, which are inanimate, could observe 
and continue a fixed and regulated move- 
ment, according to a rational purpose and 
intention. They therefore came to the 
singular opinion, either that these heavenly 
bodies are animate and separate intelli- 
gences ; or that they are kept in move- 
ment by such separate intelligences. It is, 
however, a remarkable fact, that, although 
not so clearly and distinctly expressed as 
in the celebrated system of the immortal 
Sir Isaac Newton, nevertheless the principal 
idea of that system, namely, that these 
movements of the heavenly bodies result 
from the laws of gravitation and impulsion, 
is to be found in the Rabbinical vniters, 
particularly in the Akedath Itzchack, by R. 
Isaac ben Moses, (Arama,) who in the 
year 1491 was exiled from Spain, and who 
refers for a more detailed explanation of the 
same idea to the Book Shangar Shamaim, 
of R. Isaac ben Lateph, a native of Spain, 
in the thirteenth century. — Edit* 
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Rab meant to express, that all the 
solar and planetary systems, together 
with the separate intelligences, are 
all comprised under the word sham' 
aim : — Thus uniting the opinions of 
Maimonides and of Nachmanides. 
The second, Rav Abba, tells you 
why they have that collective name, 
namely, in consequence of the con- 
nexion between the impelling prin- 
ciple, and what is impelled by it ; 
accordingly the word esh, "fire," 
means the spiritual intelligences, and 
maim, " water," is used to express 
the material systems and orbits. 
Fire is the name given to the spirit- 
nal intelligences, as no other can be 
found which so properly expresses 



what is spiritual, although in itself 
not so. The qualities of imparting 
warmth to others without receiving 
from any other body, and of con- 
suming without being consumed, 
render it an animating principle to 
every living being. Accordingly, the 
sacred Scriptures tell us, " The Lord 
thy God is a consuming fire." (Deut. 
iv. 24.) " The angel of the Lord ap- 
peared to him in the flame of fire." 
(Exod. iii. 2.) " One of the seraphim 
flew to me and in his hand he had a 
fiery coal." (Isaiah vi. 6.) 

Our Rabbies say human souls were 
created at the same time as the an- 
gels, and are with them comprised 
in the name of shamaim. 



(To he continued.) 



IV.— MORALITY OF THE TALMUD. 

Hilchoth deoth : — ^ethic prbcepts. 
(Continued from page 4SJ 



DIVISION VI. 

Sbct. 1. — ^The natural disposition 
of the human mind occasions man to 
be influenced in his opinions and ac- 
tions by those with whom he asso- 
ciates, and his conduct to be dependent . 
on that of his friends and countrymen. 
Therefore his duty is at all times to as- 
sociate with the just, and to dwell with 
the pious, in order that he may profit 
by their example ; and to avoid the 
society of evil-doers, who walk in the 
dark, in order that he may not imbibe 
their sinful practices. Therefore 
Solomon saith, " He that frequents 
the wise will become so himself, but 
the associates of knaves break down." 
(Prov. xiii. 20.) Thus likewise begins 
the first Psalm, " Blessed is the man 
who walketh not in the counsels of 
the wicked, who standeth not in the 
way of sinners, and who sitteth not in 
the seat of scorners." 

If a man dwells in a land where 
evil customs prevail, and the inha- 
bitants are impious, let him quit it 
and seek another, the inhabitants of 
which are just and their customs 
pious. And if the inhabitants of 
every country he knows are evil-dis- 
m posed, — as is the case in our days, 
♦ (the twelfth century,) — or he is pre- 
vented reaching the land, the inhabit- 
ants of which are just, either through 
sickness or war, let him withdraw 
from worldly associations : as is said. 



Let him sit alone and keep silent." 
(Lamentations iii. 28.) Should people 
in his native home be so corrupt, 
that thev do not permit him to live 
retired, out force' him to join in their 
evil practices, then let him seek 
refuge in a cavern, or in a wilderness, 
far away from all human society, 
rather than suffer himself to become 
corrupted by their sinful example ; as 
the prophet says, " O that some one 
would grant me in the wilder- 
ness the dwelling of a wanderer, and 
I would quit my people and abandon 
them." (Jer. be. 2.) 

Sect. 2. — We are commanded to 
associate with the wise and pious, in 
order to learn their ways ; and as it 
is said in the law, '* Ye shall attach 
yourselves to Him," you shall attach 
yourselves to every thing that leads 
to Him, to sanctity and perfection 
It is therefore, proper to strive to 
marry the daughter of the pious man, 
or to give a daughter in marriage 
only to such a one ; to eat, drink, 
converse, and commune with the 
pious. And according our Rabbies 
emphatically say, " Cover thyself with 
the dust of their feet, and imbibe 
their words with the thirst of eager 
attention." 

Sect, 3. — It is a coinmand to love 
every Israelite like thyself. His wel- 
fare, his reputation, and his property 
must be dear to thee like thine own. 
2 
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He tbat rises on the downfal of his 
neighbour has no sliare in the life to 
come. 

Sbct. 4. — Love of the stranger who 
shelters beneath the protecting wing 
of the Deity is impressed by two 
commands : The one is, to love onr 
neighbour ; the second, to love the 
stranger. The command of the law, 
" Ye shaD love the stranger/' (Deut 
X. 19») is couched in the same words 
as that which directs love to the 
Deity : " Ye shall love the Lord your 
God," (Deut. vi. 5.) He Himself 
loveth the stranger; as it is said, 
" He loveth the strangers, to give 
them food." (Deut. x. 16 ) 

Sect. 5. — He that hates his neigh- 
bour in bis heart, breaks the negative 
command of the law, "Thou shalt 
not hate thy brother in thy heart." 
(Leviticus xix. 17.) 

Sect. d. — He that is offended or 
transgressed against by his neigh- 
bour, is not to hate him inwardly 
and keep silence. For Holy Writ 
saith of tha sinner, ** And Absalom 
spake unto his brother Amnon neither 
good nor bad; for Absalom hated 
Amnon." (2. Sam xiii. 22) But it 
is his duty to say to his offending 
neighbour, " Why hast thou ag- 
grieved me ?" for it is written, "Thou 
shalt reprove and exhort thy neigh- 
bour." (Leviticus xix. 17.) If the 
offender implores his pardon, he is 
bound to forgive him, and not to be 
inexorable ; as it is said, " So Abra- 
ham prayed unto God " for Abime- 
lech. (Gen. xx. 170 

Sect. 4. — Ifjany one sees his neigh- 
bour commit a sin, or do what is 
wrongr, it becomes his duty to reprove 
the offender, and to represent to him 
that he injures himself by doing evil ; 
as it is written, " Thou shalt reprove 
and exhort." He that reproves his 
neighbour for sins committed either 
agamst God or man, must do it when 
no one is present, and without as- 
perity, and shall explain to him 
that what he says it is his duty to 
say, and that his purpose is to pro- 
mote the welfare of the offender, 
both here and hereafter, by pointing 
out to him the pernicious conse- 
quences of evil deeds. From such 
exhortations he is not to desist, al- 
though the offender attends not to 
him; but must continue to remon* 



strate, reprove, and exhort, until 
violence is used against him. He 
that can prevent the commission of 
a misdeed, and does it not, is respon- 
sible for his remissness. 

SxcT. 8. — He that exhorts is not 
to bring the offender to public shame 
and disgrace ; for it-is said, " Thou 
shalt not load hhn with his sin.'^ 
(Levit. xix. 20.) This command, 
not to disgrace the sinner, is to be 
observed even when exhorting him 
in private, and, of course, in the pre- 
sence of others. It is a great sin to 
bring disgrace on any man, and 
must, as such, be carefully avoided. • 
As one of our. Rabbies said, " He 
that publicly causes his neighbour ta 
turn pale has no share in the life to 
come." He is not to use any appel- 
lation of which the other is ashamed. 
AH this, however, is confined to 
offences between man and man ; but 
when an offence k committed against 
the Deity, if the sinner perseveres in 
his evil course, it becomes a duty to 
denounce him publicly, in order that 
others may|avoidhim and his malprac- 
tices ; as the prophets did, who pub- 
licly proclaimed and denounced sin. 
Sect. 9. — He that is offended, and 
will not exhort the offender, but con- 
siders him below his attention, either 
from extreme ignorance or any such 
cause, and who consequently does 
not harbour any feeling of rancour 
or resentment against the offender ^ 
his silent forbearance is pious and 
praiseworthv ; as the command to 
reprove ana exhort is enforced, in 
order to prevent resentment and ran- 
cour from festering in the mind. 

Sect. 10. — ^Be very careful in the 
treatment of widows and orphans, 
not merely if they be poor, but be- 
cause their spirits are broken, though 
they be ever so rich. Even the wi- 
dow of a King, and his orphan chil- 
dren, demand tbat carefulness. For 
it is said, " All widows and orphans 
diall ye not oppre8s."*(Lev. xxii. 22.) 
Let the manner of addressing them 
be kind. Do not burthen them with 
labour, or oppress their spirits by 
harsh words. Let their property be 
more precious to thee than thine 
own ; for he that offends or oppress- 
es them, and injures their property, 
is an evil doer ; and his punishment 
is expressed in the law : ** And my 
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atiger shall break out against you, 
and I will cattse yon to perish by the 
sword, so that your wives shaU be 
widows and your children orphans." 
(Exodus xxii. 24.) The Holy One 
(blessed be He !) has vouchsafed to 
grant them a particular covenant, 
that when they invoke him against 
their oppressors they shall be heard ; 
as is said, " When they call up to 
me, I will hear them ; tor I am mer- 
ciful." (Exodus xxii. 23.) This 
prohibition to offend them is, how- 
ever, only in cases where it may 
cause them injury ; but when it is for 
their good, as, for instance, the 
teacher to instruct them in the law, 
or in his trade, — ^it is a duty to re- 
prove them. Nevertheless a dis- 
tinction ought to be made in their 
favour, and they should be treated 
with greater forbearance than other 
pupils, so as to instruct them mildly, 
with great patience and attention ; 
for it is said, " The Lord will defend 
their cause," &c. (Psalm cxl. 12.) 
Whether the child have lost father 
or mother, it is alike called.an or- 
phan, until it attains the age^to pro- 
tect itself. 

DIVISION VII. 

Sect. 1. — ^He that slanders his 
neighbour, breaks a negative com- 
mandment ; as is written in the law, 
** Thou shadt not go about as a tale- 
bearer, amongst thy people." (Levit. 
xix. 16.) He that becomes guilty of 
this sin may cause the destruction of 
life. Learn this from the fatal exam- 
ple of Doeff the Edomite, (I Sam. 
xxii. 9>) and therefore the law joins 
to the above prohibition, •* Neither 
shalt thou stand against the blood 
of thy neighbour ; " because calumny 
will lead to bloodshed. 

Sect. 2. What is called talebear- 
ing? He that fetches and carries, 
goes about from one to another, and 
says, " I heard so aiid so from such 
an one. Such an one has done such 
a thing." And even should what he 
asserts be true, it is still mischievous 
and pernicious, as this prohibition 
comprises the fearful sin of speaking 
evil of any one, though it be truth. 
For if he tell lies, it is called " ca- 
lumniating." And of the foul- 
tongued man, — ^who says, "That 
man is of such a character ; his pa- 



rents were such ones ; this is what I 
have heard concerning him," and 
other the like slander, — ^it is said, 
'• The Lord will utterly destroy all 
deceitful lips, and the tongues that 
speak scornfully against their neigh- 
bour." (Psalm xii. 3.) 

Sect. 3. — ^There are three sins for 
which man is punished in this life, 
and has no share in the life to come ; 
namely, idolatry, fornication, and 
bloodshed : Bat calumny is equal to 
all three, and he that utters slander 
is like an apostatizing Atheist ; and 
this crime generally causes injury to 
three, — to him that slanders, to him 
that is slandered, and to him that 
listens to the slander. 

Sect. 4. -^Refined calumny (scan- 
dal) is not less a sin ; namely, he 
that does not directly slander, but 
does so by innuendo : As, were he 
to say, "Do not speak of such a 
one ;" or praising one to the dispa- 
ragement of another ; or a sort of 
half praise, by which he robs him of 
his free share of commendation. All 
these are meant by Solomon, when 
he says, *' He that praises his neigh- 
bour with a loud voice, is considered 
as if he slandered h'm." In like 
manner if a man exercise his wit at 
the cost of another, even though it 
be done without any feeling of ill 
will, Solomon says, " Like a witling 
is the archer, whose arrows bring 
death." (Prov. xxvi. 18.) 

Sect. 5. — He that speaks of his 
neighbour any thing to the injury of 
his honour or his property, or to 
hurt or to frighten nim, be it in his 
presence or behind his back, even if 
It be imparted as a secret, it is always 
considered as calumniating ; and 
although what is communicated to 
three is no longer to be considered a 
secret, nevertheless he that repeats, 
in order to give greater publicity to 
the slander, is a calumniator. 

Sect. 6. — It is prohibited to live 
in the neighbourhood of tale-bearers 
and slanderers; much less to hold any 
intercourse with them. The decree 
of punishment against our fathers in 
the wilderness was not sealed or 
made irrevocable, for any other sin 
save that of calumny. 

Sect. 7. — It is prohibited to take 
vengeance; for it is said, ''Thou 
ehalt not revenge thyself." This is 
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a great sio. It is wise to pardon all 
worldly offences; for the truly re- 
flecting man will consider all the 
offences that can be committed 
against him in this life as vain and 
trivial, and not worthy of endan- 
gering his soul on account of them. 
What is called vengeance ? If one 
says to his neighbour, ''Lend me 
some of thy tools," and he answers, 
'* I will not ;" and, some time after, 
he that refused has occasion to soli- 
cit a favour from him, and obtains 
the reply, ** I will not lend to thee, 
because thou wouldest not lend to 
me."* He that does this breaks the 
command, ** Thou shalt not revenge 
thyself." On the contrary, lend him 
with a willing mind, and reward good 
for evil as David says, ** Have I re- 
warded with evil those that injured 
me ?" (Psalm vii. 4.) 

Sect. 8. — He that harbours resent- 



ment breaks a negative command ; 
for it is said, "Thou shalt not resent 
against the children of thy people." 
(Lev. xix. 18.) What is resentment ? 
Suppose Reuben says to Simeon, 
" Let thy house to me on hire," or 
**Lend me thy ox;" and suppose 
Simeon refused. Subsequently Si- 
meon comes to Reuben to borrow 
something. If Reuben then says, 
'* Here, take it ; I am not like thee s 
and I will not act to thee as thou didst 
to me ; " this is transgressing the 
command, " Thou shalt not resent." 
Man is entirely to dismiss every feel- 
ing of ill-will from his heart and 
mind ; as the law not only extends 
to the actual deed, but likewise to 
the inward sentiment ; and therefore 
the mind must be pure, so that the 
actions may flow from a worthy 
source. 



{To be continued,) 



VI.— CUSTOMS AND OBSERVANCES OF THE JEWS. 

SuCCOth : ** THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES." 

{Conlinuedfrompage 47.) 



*' As the sacred Scriptures do not add 
any reason to the command of the se- 
cond observance, namely, the use of 
the Arbang Minim fOr *' four species of 
the vegetable kingdom," and in fact 
do not even express the manner in 
which they are to be used, and which 
we learn from tradition, it would but 
ill become us to subject the cause of 
this command to any ratiocination ; 
but we rather say, with Aben Esra, 
on another similar occasion : ** It is 
an ordinance, which we are not to 
reason upon, but obey;" in the firm 
conviction that the source from which 
it emanates is alike omniscient as all 
merciful, and gives not a command 
without a sufficient cause, or one 
that is adapted for the welfare of his 
creatures. W^e will however give, 
from the author of Akedath Itzchack, 
his view of the meaning which these 
Arbang Minim are intended to con- 
vey. He says, p. 229 : — These Ar. 
bang Minim are symbolic of the 
relation between the Deity and the 

• If this passive vengeance is considered 
as a transgression of the divine command, 
what must that active revenge be which, 
for one injury received, retaliates by inflict- 



universe, composed of the spiritual, 
the astral, and the inferior world ; 
each of which is figured by one of 
these Minim or species. The Esrog, 
" citron," which is carefully selected 
in order to have it perfect, free from 
any the slightest stain and blemish, 
indicates the Great First Cause, the 
Holy One,— blessed be He ! There- 
fore this fruit is not tied up with the 
other three species, to denote that His 
Being is absolute and abstract from 
all creation. The Looliff, or "palm- 
leaves," denote the spiritual beings, 
who, although separate like these 
leaves, having individual existence 
and distinct intellect, are neverthe- 
less closely united to the stem, and, 
however different in degree, form 
but one whole. The myrtle denotes 
the astral world, which is material, 
(denoted by the word aboth, " thick 
or substantial,") and the weeds of the 
brook indicate this inferior world, 
which is subject to total dissolution. 
These are tied together, to show 

ing many, and which rests not till it has 
exposed or sacrificed human life to satisfy 
its vindictive desires ?— Edit. 
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that, however graduated, creation 
forms but one whole, subject alike 
to one will, regulated by one legis- 
lator, and created for one purpose, — 
the happiness of the creature, each 
according to its degree. When tied, 
they are held together with the Esrog, 
to denote their perfect dependence 
on the One Great Cause that gave 
them all their being, and with whom 
they must ever remain united." 

The feast of tabernacles closes on 
the seventh day. The eighth is a 
separate festival, called Schmini Azer. 
eth, according to the divine com- 
mand, in Numbers xxix. 35, '•'On 
the eighth day ye shall have a solemn 
assembly. Ye shall do no servile 
work therein." Part of the liturgy 
of the day is a prayer for rain, and a 
propitious season, called Tephihth 
hageshem. 

According to the regular service 
of the synagogue, each Sabbath a 
Sedrahor "part" of the Torah, or 
Pentateuch, is read; so that the 
whole five books are read each year. 
And with the new year the first book, 
Bereshith, "Genesis, ''is commenced. 
The reading of the last Sedra in 
Deuteronomy, called Zoth Hahracka, 
or the blessing of Moses, (Deut. 
xxxiii.,) is reserved for the ninth 
day, called Simchath Tor a, "the 
rejoicing for the law." 

The festival commences with the 
close of the Schmini azereth, in the 
evening; when it is customary to 
take out all the siphre torah, or 
** rolls of the law," from the aron 
kodesh, or " holy ark," and to carry 
them in procession round the syna- 
gogue. Children with flags and 
streamers join in the procession, and 
the Sjmagogue is illuminated.* 

In order to pay due honour to the 
Torah, both at the termination of its 
reading and at the recommencement, 
two persons are appointed in each 

•In Jerusalem, at the temple, it was 
customary to celebrate the close of the feasts 
-mth a festival called Simchath beth hasho- 
tephe / on which occasion briUiant ilkimina- 
tions formed part of the festivities. As we 
intend to devote a separate article to this 
subject, we mention it merely to call the at- 
tention of onr readers to the connexion be- 
tween the Simchath Tora as at present 
celebrated, and that ancient festival at Jem- 
salem. — Edit. 



synagogue to fill the ofiices of Cha* 
than tora and Chathan bereshith. The 
first, " Bridegroom of the Law," 
closes the reading of the past year 
with Toth habracha in Deuteronomy. 
The second "Bridegroom of Bere- 
shith,*' or "Genesis," commences 
the reading of the new year with 
bereshith, or the first chapter in 
Genesis. It is customary to call up 
a greater number of adults than 
usual to the reading of the torah, 
and likewise to call up all the boys 
under thirteen years of age * present 
in the synagogue, in order to impress 
them with veneration for the law, 
and to render its commands present 
to their young minds, together with 
the memory of this (to them eventful) 
day, when they too are permitted to 
join in a rite which, during the rest 
of the year, is limited to the adult 
only; The liturgy of the day cele- 
brates the excellency of the law, 
aud of the mission of Moses. The 
day is passed in joyous festivity, in 
accordance with tne Divine com- 
mand: "Ye shall rejoice on your 
feast days." 

With seichath tora the autumnal 
festivals close, and we cannot part 
from them, for the present year, 
without remarking that, as no other 
month contains so many and various 
holy days as the seventh, it seems 
to have been the intention of the 
law, that the gratitude of man should 
humbly endeavour to keep pace 
with the bounty of his Creator, and 
that, at the very season when the 
earth is teeming with the abundance 
of the Divine blessing, man should 
have it most forcibly impressed upon 
his mind, that the love of God, and 
obedience to his laws, are the only re- 
turn he can make to the free gift of 
the Divine mercy. Therefore, the 
Rash Hashana calls the Israelite to 
examine his past conduct; the Ase- 
rith seme teschuba tell him to repent 
and amend ; the torn hakippurim 

* Till the age of thirteen years is com- 
pleted the boy is called Katan, or '< minor,' ' 
and cannot form part of MitUan, or << a 
congregation," for lawful purposes. From 
thirteen years old the boy becomes Bar 
Mitzran, ** a son of the commandment,'^ 
and is in law considered as adnlt. Females 
are so considered at the age of twelve years 
and one day. — Edit. 
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direct him[to make his peace with Qod a(}herence to that law of which it 
and his fellow-men ; and when his is said, "Length of life is in her riffht 
mind is thus properly prepared. Sue- hand ; Riches and honour are in her 
coih teaches him to rejoice in the ful- left. Her ways are ways of pleasant- 
ness of the Divine bounty ; and Stm- ness, and all her paths are^^peace." 
ekath tora seals his attachment and (Prov. iii. 16, 170 

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

According to our promise of last week, we answer our Correspondent 
D. N., whose letter we here subjoin : — 

To the Editor of the Hebrew Review, 

Sir, — Anonymous yourself, excuse an anonymous correspondent, who 
would willingly be informed by your pages, for a remark or two. 

1. Is not the pretended transfer (p. 4.) of the oral law from Moses, to 
the compilers of the Mishna, a fond fable of the Talmudists ? 

2. Is the note, p. 12, the production of the Medrash Rabba, or of the 
Editor of the Review ? If of the latter, how can we account for the fact 
that Aristeas (see Prideauz) and Josephus omit the miraculous part of the 
story — (as it is evidently added, as by Philo and others) — Or if, with Prideaux, 
Aristeas be a forgery, what authority is there for the fact in the note } 

3. The Hebrew words and names should have the quantities of the words 
marked. 

4. Be cautious in the Metaphysical Articles : this is not the age for such 
abstruse and profitless speculations as some philosophers dream. 

I am. Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 
October, 1230. D. N. 



We will not stop to discuss the propriety of addressing to Jews, (among 
whom we have publicly classed ourselves,) the first of these questions ; but, 
in reply we beg to refer our correspondent to the article ** The Talmud, 
No. 2," page 41 of the last week's Review, where he will find a full and cir- 
cumstantial account of the transmission of the oral law, written by Maimo- 
nides in the year 1178 : And we think that great man cannot be accused of 
a disposition to entertain fables, or that his belief in any case was the result 
of fondness, alias, foUy. 

With respect to the second question: The note alluded to is by the 
Editor, and its authority the Talmud, Treatise Megillah, fol. 9, page 2. 
Whether Aristeas be genuine or not, is a question into which neither the 
space nor the purpose of our publication enables us to enter. But our opinion, 
and the reason by which we support it, are much at the service of our cor- 
respondent, if he will favour us with his address. 

The third suggestion shall be duly attended to as soon as a universal 
standard of pronunciation can be agreed on among the learned. 

We thank our correspondent for the advice contained in his fourth para- 
graph ; but trust he will not find our metaphysical articles either profitless 
or dreams. 



LoNDow:— Printed bjr Jamet Nieholt, 46, Hoxton-Squara. 



Digitized by 



Google 



HEBREW REVIEW 

AND 

MAGAZINE OP RABBINICAL LITERATURE, 



VOL. I. 



TWEKTT-EIGHTH DAT OF TISURI, 5595. 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 31, 1834. 



No. 5. 



I. SPIRIT OF THE JEWISH RELIGION. 



THE BABBATH. 



The numerous class who pride 
themselves on the high-sounding 
cognomen matter-of-fact men, are very 
fond of asserting, that they believe 
in nothing which they cannot see or 
understand. In the ordinary rela- 
tions and affairs of life, and on all 
subjects which properly come within 
the grasp of human reason, the at- 
tempt" to dive into, the why and 
WHEREFORE is, doubtkss, uscful and 
praiseworthy, and has been chiefly 
conducive to the splendid results 
attained by the modern spirit of dis- 
covery and invention. But when 
the same principle is applied to mat- 
ters of faith, when divine command- 
ments are subjected to ratiocination, 
when belief becomes conditional, and 
obedience is made to depend on the 
" because" with which human ar- 
rogance supplies the " why " which 
itself has raised, — then, indeed, 
these mighty reasoners prove that 
they see but little, and understand 
still less; and that, blinded by the 
fumes of their own vanity, they re- 
semble the profound astrologer of 
yore, who, intently gazing on the 
stars, saw not the precipice below his 
feet until his rude fall warned him 
that it was too late. 

One of the favourite occupations 
of these sapient mortals is, to assign 
reasons for the laws of Mo^es ; and 
among these there are few with 
which they make shorter work than 
with the mstitution and observance 
of the Sabbath. ** Moses," say they, 
** commanded the observance of the 
seventh day as one of rest, because 
it is wise and salutary, after six days 
of laborious application, to recruit 
the mental and bodily faculties by 
one day's repose. In a land where 
slavery was common, it was a mea- 



sure of humanity to fix on one stated 
day, when those who throughout the 
remainder of the week groaned be- 
neath the yoke of bondage should 
enjo}r comparative freedom, and re- 
laxation from their servile tasks." 

The obvious inference from this 
opiniated view of the institution of 
the Sabbath is, that its observance 
cannot be more important than the 
cause which gave rise to it. Con- 
sequently, he whose mental or bo- 
dily strength enables him to dispense 
with the relaxation of this one day, 
and who therefore continues his 
customary avocations without any 
interruption, merits praise for his 
industry, as a useful member of so- 
ciety. The rich idler, who, during 
the whole week knows no employ- 
ment save that of killing time, might 
be permitted, in order to beguile his 
ennui, to write a letter to his banker 
or agent on the Sabbath : whilst the 
poor artizan, whose unremitting 
labour during six days does not pro- 
duce sufficient to provide for the 
wants of the seventh, might think 
that he acquits himself of his duty 
more worthily by working on the 
seventh day, in order to provide 
food for his family, than by passing 
the Sabbath in constrained repose, 
whilst his infants are crying for bread. 

Nor would this be all j but each 
particular class of society would have 
a different kind of labour from which 
to abstain. Thus the schoolmaster, 
who during six days gains his bread 
by the sweat of his brow, in teaching 
to others the knowledge he himself 
has acquired, would be interdicted 
from affording instruction on the 
Sabbath, (in like manner as the por- 
ter is prohibited to follow his ordi- 
nary employment of carrying loads 
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on that day,) but might be permitted 
to carry a load, as that to him would 
not be a labour, but perhaps an 
af(reeable chanfi^e, and wholesome 
exercise, after his sedentary but fa- 
tiguing occupation. Hence what is 
permitted to one would not be so to 
another. What is prohibited to a 
man, whilst following any one par- 
ticular calling, he would be at liberty 
to do whenever he chose to relin- 
quish its pursuit; and a degree of 
confusion would thus be introduced 
and legalized, of which no system 
of human legislation could be accus- 
ed ; much less could that of which 
it is justly said, ** The law of the 
Lord is perfect." 

If opinions such as that which we 
have noticed above were not daily 
gaining ground; if the pernicious 
and arrogant habit of ratiocination 
which attempts the futile task of 
scanning, the counsels of Infinite 
Wisdom, and subjecting them to 
the puerile standard of finite reason, 
were not continually becoming more 
prevalent ; we should not have deem- 
ed it our duty to submit the present 
article to our readers. For we are 
no divines, and do not presume to 
announce ourselves as teachers of 
religion. But as late debates in the 
legislatorial assemblies of Great 
Britain have called general attention 
to the institution and observance of 
the Jewish Sabbath, our promise to 
treat of the ** Spirit of the Jewish 
Religion and its Observances as 
taken from the principal Rabbinic 
writers" induces us to state what 
has by them been advanced, on the 
subject, as far as the books in our 
possession, and the aid of our me- 
mory will permit. And though we 
may not hope to do justice to the 
model of perfection which they have 
drawn, yet we trust that even a mi- 
niture, truly and faithfully executed, 
may prove instructive to some and 
interesting to many. 

The observance of the Sabbath is 
one of the ten commandments pro- 
nounced by the audible voice of the 
Deity, in the hearing of the assem- 
bled myriads of Is^rael at Sinai, but 
its first institution is of far older date, 
and ascends to the days of creation. 
Its observance is twofold, positive 
and negative ; and death by stoning 



is the punishment pronounced against 
the transgressor, in the law of Moses. 
In this respect the Sabbath stands 
distinguished before all other observ- 
ances. According to the Jewish 
laws, there are but three prohibi- 
tions which no man may transgress, 
even though the refusal so to do 
should cost his life. These are. Idol- 
atry, Fornication, and Bloodshed; 
respecting all of which the Rabbies 
say, "A man must perish rather 
than transgress." All other com- 
mandments (including that relating 
to the Sabbath) may not only be 
transgressed to escape the certain 
loss of life, but even where life is 
only in danger ; and this transgress- 
ing in order to preserve life is not 
only permitted, but enjoined as a 
duty.* Therefore the punishment 
of death pronounced against the 
violater of the Sabbath is inflicted, 
not because that institution is of 

freater importance than human life, 
ttt in order adequately to punish the 
wanton transgression of the Divine 
law. And as the like severe 
infliction does not await the trans- 
gressor of any other observance com- 
manded by the law of Moses, it 
E roves the positive importance of the 
abbath^to be greater than that of 
any other observance. We will ex- . 
amine how this superior importance 
is expressed, and whence it arises. 
The observance of this sacred day 
is commanded in such words as 
these : " Be careful to keep," " Re- 
member," " Consecrate and keep 
holy." It is called " beatitude " and 
** repose j" he who transgresses it is 
said " to pollute it." In the Talmud, 
and all the Rabbinical \^riters, the 
observance of the Sabbath is consi- 
dered as a most important command. 
Thus the Medrash saith, *' That the 
Sabbath is equivalent to all the other 
commandments, is expressed in the 
Pentateuch, repeated in the Prophets^ 
and confirmea in the hagiographical 

• Except ^liere tlie Jew is forced to 
ti'ansgress with the express intention of 
causing him to apostatize. In that case he 
is hound to prefer death to the hreach Jof 
any one commandment, although its impor. 
tance he comparatively not greater than 
** the changing of arkethe de meikanay a 
shoe-tie," as the Talmud emphatically says. 



Digitized by 



Google 



8PIBIT OP THE JEWISH RELIGION. 



67 



books. In the Pentateuch : — "And the 
Lord said unto Moses, How long refuse 
ye to keep my commandments, and 
my laws ? Behold, I )iave given you 
the Sabbath.'* (Exodus xvi. 28, 29.) 
In the Prophets :—" He that ob- 
serves the Sabbath, not to pollute it, 
and keepeth his hand from doing 
any evil." (Isaiah Ivi. 2.) In the 
hagio-graphical books : — " Thou 
earnest down also on Mount Sinai, 
and spakest with them from heaven, 
and gavest them right judgments 
and true laws, by the hand of Moses 
thy servant ; and madest known unto 
them thy holy Sabbath." (Nehemiah 
ix. 13, 14.) In the Talmud, (Trea- 
tise, Sabbath, fol. 119,- page 2,) it is 
said, " R. Juda saith, in the name 
of Rab, ' If the Israelites had but 
properly observed the first Sabbath, 
no other nation- wotdd ever have 
molested them ; but as they did not 
do so, we find that immediately after 
Israel broke the first Sabbath, (Exod. 
xvi. 27,) Amalek came and attacked 
them at Rephidim. ^(Exod. xvii. 8.)* 
R. Jochanan saith, * R. Simon ben 
Jochai said. Were Israel but pro- 
perly to observe two Sabbaths, they 
would at once be redeemed from 
their/ captivity. As the Prophet 
says. Every one that keepeth the 
Sabbath from polluting it, and taketh 
hold of my covenant, even them will 
I bring to my holy mountain. (Isaiah 
Ivi. 6, 70 Rav Judah, the son of 
Rav Samuel said, * Rab saith. Con- 
flagrations break out as a punish- 
ment for polluting the Sabbath ; as 
it is said, But if you will not hearken 
unto me, to hallow the Sabbath-day, 
and not suffer a burden even to enter 
at the gates of Jerusalem on the Sab- 
bath-day, then will I kindle a fire 
in these gates; it shall devour the 
palaces of Jerusalem, and not be 
quenched. (Jer. xvii. 27.)' Abiah 
saith, Jerusalem was destroyed sole- 
ly through Sabbath-breaking ; as it is 
said, From my Sabbaths thev turned 
their eyes, and I have been desecrat- 
ed in it,' the city. (Ezek. xxii. 26.)" 
Thus, then, we see the extreme 
importance which the Rabbinical 
writers all ascribe to the due ob- 
servance of the Sabbath ; not be- 
cause the transgressor is punished 
with death, and that it therefore 
ranks higher than human life ; but 



because it is the plighted troth be- 
tween the Deity and Israel ; as it is 
written, ** Verily my Sabbaths ye 
shall keep ; for it is a sign between 
me and you, throughout your gene- 
rations, that ye may know that I am 
the Lord that doth sanctify you." 
(Exod. xxxi. 13.) Therefore the 
wanton transgressor violates this 
troth ; and his life, according to the 
Mosaic Law, pays the forfeit of his 
crime ; whereas, he who breaks the 
Sabbath in order to preserve life, 
does not violate this plighted troth, 
and is, therefore, not visited with the 
like penalty. 

This extreme importance is owing 
to two causes : First, because the 
Sabbath is an evidence of the crea- 
tion of the world out of nothing. 
As it is said in Genesis ii. 1-3 : 
** Thus were completed the heavens 
and the earth, and all their hosts : 
and God completed on the seventh 
day all his works which he had made, 
and he rested on the seventh day 
from all his work which he had made : 
and God blessed the seventh day, 
and sanctified the same, for on that 
day he rested from all his work, which 
God had created to continue work- 
ing." The creation of something 
out of something, has never been 
completed, but, in the words of the 
text, continues to the present day ;* 
consequently the completing during 
the first six days was that of the crea- 
tion of something out of nothing ; and 
as this belief, that the univei-se was 
created out of nothing, is an essen- 
tial article of the Jewish faith,t the 
Sabbath is its great evidence, while, 
at the same time, it represents the 

* This explains tlie celebrated answer of 
R. Jehoshna. He was asked by a McUro- 
nuthoy (a Gentile lady of very high rank,) 
** In how many days did God complete the 
creation ? '* He answered, " In six." She 
farther asked, '' And, since then, what ia 
His occnpation ? " He answered : <* He 
matches pairs ;'' by which, in the allegori- 
cal and obscure style of that age, he meant 
to say, that, although the giving existence 
out of nothing to all creation, and complet- 
ing its organization, was accomplished in 
the first six days, yet the continuation of 
the laws then laid down for the course of 
nature is the work of Providence, by com- 
bining effect with cause throughout the 
universe. 

t Vide Review, page 55. 
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essence of all religion. In this sense 
we find in Bereskith Rabba :* " Rabbi 
asked R. Ismael the son of Jose, 
Hast thou never heard from thy 
father what is the meaning of the 
verse, ' God completed on the seventh 
day all his work/ as on that day 
nothing was created ? R. Ismael 
answered : * What was done on that 
day was like the work of him who 
raises a very heavy hammer, and 
lets it sink down again. He raises 
it during the daytime, and lowers it 
after dark.' R. Simon ben Jochai 
remarked : Man, who cannot exactly 
time his actions to a minute, is bound 
to add from the working day to the 
holy day, but the Holy One, (blessed 
be He !) who knows exactly how to 
time his actions to the fractional 
parts of the division of an instant, 
did not in the least degree exceed 
the instant which divided the seventh 
day from the sixth. Genubah and 
the Rabbies each proposed a para- 
ble : the first said. What is the in- 
stitution of the Sabbath like ? A 
king erected a chupah, ** canopy,**t 
which he ornamented and beautified; 
when it was completed there was but 
one thing wanting, and that was the 
bride. This, likewise, the creation 
of the universe completed, its per- 
fection required nothing but the 
Sabbath." The parable;of the Rab- 
hies was that of a king, who caused 
a precious stone to be set in gold for 
his seal; when set, it still wanted the 
engraving to complete it; as the 
universe created was not perfect 
without the Sabbath. These para- 
bles of the Medrash explain the ex- 
pression, ** Completed on the seventh 
day," although on that day nothing 
was created. R. Ismael wishes to 
imply that creation was contrary to 
nature, by using the simile of a 
"heavy hanmier,** which requires 
the exertion of strength to lift it, in 
opposition to the laws of gravity; 
but that, on the seventh day, crea- 
tion, completed, proceeded in con- 
formity to these laws, like the same 

• Bereskith Rabha (which must not be 
confounded with Medrash Rabba) was com- 
posed by Rabba bar Chamma bar Bisna, a 
celebrated writer of the second century, 
^o likewise took apart in the composition 
of other valuable works. 

t Vide note, page 77. 



hammer falling to the ground, and 
required no further exertion of the 
creative power. R. Simon ben Jo- 
chai wishes to indicate the extreme 
precision with which the whole work 
of creation was accomplished within 
the six days, so as not to require 
even one second of time belonging 
to the seventh to complete them. 
Genubah and the Rabbies, by dif- 
ferent parables, convey the same 
meaning, namely, that the whole of 
creation has to man no other purpose 
than the life to come, which is figured 
in the Sabbath, and is called " the 
day which is altogether rest, or re- 
pose ;** that, therefore, the chupah 
naving no other purpose than to re- 
ceive the bride, or the seal-ring than 
to receive the impression, neither is 
complete without these requisites. 
In like manner, creation was not 
completed until the institution of the 
seventh day as the Sabbath ; a type 
of the life to come. The Rabbies 
say, that the future state is to the 
present like form to matter, or im- 
pression to the seal ; and this is ex- 
pressed in the liturgy of the Sab- 
bath : " Thou hast sanctified the 
seventh day unto thy name," as the 
aim and end of the works of heaven 
and earth. Therefore they likewise 
sav. Sabbath is equivalent to all the 
other observances of religion, the 
fundamental truth and purpose of 
which is to prepare man for a future 
state. 

The second cause of the great im- 
portance of the Sabbath is, that, in 
its essence, it is the image of faith 
which it represents. - Faith is the 
perfect impression and conviction of 
a something not present to the 
senses ; as, for instance, the immor- 
' tality of the soul. We see not the 
soul; we know not its particular 
seat in us ; we cannot define its es- 
sence ; yet we firmly believe it to be 
immortal; that, after the body it 
inhabits shall have perished, wnen 
the corporeal frame, dissolved unto 
dust, no longer ofifers the sli^rhtest 
token of recognition from which to 
tell this was a man, the soul still sur- 
vives and exists ; and for this belief 
our warranty is faith. Thus the Sab- 
bath likewise presents nothing ex- 
ternal or palpable to the senses by 
which to distinguish it from the six 
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preceding days: and is, in this re- 
spect, altogether different from other 
observances, each of which has some 
concomitant idea upon which the 
mind can fix ; some external* and 
substantial sign by which to repre- 
sent it to the senses. For instance, 
any one of the other holy days, as 
Succoth, does not come before the 
mind without its collaterals. The 
season, the month, the day of the 
month, form so many gradations of 
land-marks on which. memory and 
reflection can fix : the using of the 
arhang minim, **the four species," 
affords an evidence to the senses 
of the festival distinction. But not so 
the Sabbath. The counting of six days 
commenced before the existence of 
any man who could number them, 
and the fixing of the seventh day, as 
sanctified by the repose and will of 
the Creator, is the work of faith, 
and of faith only. What tells us, 
that the day we celebrate is actually 
the seventh? Faith. What tells 
us, that it was sanctified by the De- 
ity, and therefore distinguished from 
other days? Faith. Years pass 
away, seasons change, cold and heat 
alternate at stated periods, the sun 
shines, the rain descends, on the 
Sabbath as on other days ; but still 
six days glide away in the current of 
time; whilst each seventh, though 
so perfectly like its fellows that hu- 
man reason cannot conceive, or 
human eyes discern any difference, 
is hallowed and sanctined, because 
on it faith has fixed its impression, 
which no other can gainsay or obli- 
terate. Hence the observance of the 
Sabbath is enforced in the words, 
"Be careful," and "Remember." 
It must be carefully imprinted on 
thy mind and heart, for no external 
sign will recal it to thy memory. 

In this sense we understand the 
allegory of BcrcsAi/A Rabha :—*' T\iQ 
Sabbatn pleaded before the Holy 
One: (blessed be He !) 'Lord of the 
(Jniverse, to whatever thou hast 
given existence, thou hast assigned 
a mate ; but to me thou hast given 
none.' ' The congregation of Israel 
shall be thy mate,' was the reply 
which proceeded from the throne of 
glory: and when the Israelites in 
after-ages stood at mount Sinai He 
said to them, 'Remember, I have 



promised the Sabbath that your con- 
gregation shall be its mate;" and 
therefore it is written, 'Remember 
the Sabbath day to keep it holy.' " 
The meaning of this allegory is: 
The Sabbath does not offer any col« 
lateral idea to the mind, or palpable 
evidence to the senses, as does every 
other observance of the law, and 
every object in creation : but the 
feeling of beatitude with which Isra- 
elites observe the day, imtil they 
become penetrated with its sanctity, 
will afford to them, whilst that very 
observance affords to others, a posi- 
tive evidence and collateral idea of 
the Sabbath. And, to express this 
connexion, the Medrash emphatically 
uses the word " mate," and enforces 
it by the divine word " remember." 

In examining what constitutes the 
due observance of the Sabbath, we 
have to consider, first, the negative, 
THEN, the positive, commandments. 

The negative commandment is a 
prohibition of work or labour on that 
day. It is, however, not left to the 
decision of individual opinions to 
define what constitutes work ; but 
the oral law enumerates thirty-nine 
different species of melacha* " occu- 
pations," called aboth, "principals;" 
which again have several branches, 
called toldoth, " offspring." The first 
are enumerated in the Talmud: 
(Treatise, Sabbath, foL 73 :) "Princi- 
pal occupations there forty less one; 
namely, I. To sow. 2. To plough. 
3. To mow. 4. To gather into 
sheaves. 6. To thrash. 6, To win- 
now. 7. To sort corn. 8. To grind. 
9. To sieve. 10. To knead. II. 
To bake. 12. To shear wool. 13. 
To wash wool. 14. To card. 15. 
To dye. 16. To spin. 17. To warp. 
18. To shoot two threads. 19. To 
weave two threads. 20. To cut and 
tie two threads. 21. To tie. 22. 
To untie. 23. To sew two stitches. 
24. To tear two threads with intent 
to sew. 25. To catch game. 26. 
To slaughter. 27. To skin. 28. 
To salt a hide. 29. To singe. 30. 
To tan. 31. To cat up a skin. 32. 
To write two letters. 33. To erase 
two letters with intent to write. 34. 
To build. 35. To demolish. ^36. 

* It is a sing^ar coincidence that this 
woid occnn in the Pentateuch precisely 
thirty-nine times. 
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To extinguish fire. 37. To kindle 
fire. 38. To strike with a hammer. 
39. To carry out of one reschuth * or 
** propertv" into anot}ier. 

From tnis test it is evident that it 
is not the laborious or servile occu- 

Eations only that are prohibited, 
ut many that require no bodily ex- 
ertion ; such as writing two letters, 
or carrying a load, however small, 
from house to house, or from the 
house into the street ; the trans- 
gressor of any of these forfeits his 
life. Should the reade? ask, " Why 
have these been singled out before 
all other occupations, to be visited 
with prohibitions and heavy penal- 
ties ? " we have but one answer to 
give: Such are the commands of 
religion, which we are bound to 
obey. We know that the institution 
of the Sabbath dates from creation, 
and the rest which on the seventh 
day succeeded to the active exertions 
of creative power during the preced- 
ing six days. But we do not know 
the connection between this active 
exertion of creative power and the 
occupations that are prohibited ; 
because we are not sufiiciently ac- 
quainted with nature, or initiated 
into her secret workings. Thus, for 
instance, we are prohibited to kindle 
or extinguish fire . But what is fire ? 
What powers are put into activity to 
kindle — ^what to extinguish it ? What 
connection is there between these 
and those of creation, the exercise 
of which led to the resting on, and 
the institution of, the Sabbath ? 
Tliese are questions before which 
our reason is compelled to own its 
weakness, and our philosophy re- 
mains mute. It is therefore our 
duty cheerfully to obey what we can- 
not elucidate. 

Tradition, which enumerates these 
thirty-nine different occupations, 
rests itself on the construction of 
the Tabernacle; and cites the 
connexion between the command 
to observe the Sabbath, (Exo- 
dus XXXV. 1-3,) and that to erect 

• According to Talmudic law, all real 
property is two-fold Trm nVttn, ifidividual 
property, and D^Sin nittTl) common proper- 
ty ,• and the proliibition here is to cany 
either from the property of one individual 
into that of another, or from individnal into 
common property. 



the Tabernacle, in the fourth and 
subsequent verses of the same chap- 
ter. It goes on to say, that those 
thirty -nine occupations are ,such as 
were connected with that erection, 
and that such only are prohibited 
under punishment of death. This 
is demonstrated at great length in 
the Talmud. (Treatise, Sabbath, 
folio 67, p. 2. et seq.) Hie ta- 
bernacle on which rested the glory 
of God, is considered as a perfect 
type of creation, of which the Sab- 
bath is the representative. Accord- 
ingly we find in Bereshith Rabba : 
" R. Jacob, the son of R. Jose, .saith, 
' Why is it written, I love the' habi- 
tation of thy house, the place on 
which thy glory resteth ? * (Psalm 
xxvi. 8.) Because that place, the 
tabernacle, is equivalent to the 
whole creation, as we find that 
of the tabernacle it is said, * Thou 
shalt make curtains ; ' (Exodus 
xxvi. 7 ; ) and of creation it is 
said, * Who spreads out the heavens 
like a curtain.' (Psalm civ. 2.) Of 
the tabernacle it is said, • And the 
veil shall divide;' (Exodus^xxvi. 33;) 
and at the creation it is said, ' Let 
there be a firmament, and it shall 
divide.' (Genesis i. 6.) Of the taber- 
naclo it is said, 'And thou shalt make 
a laver of copper, and shalt put 
water therein ; ' (Exodus xxx. 18 ; ) 
and at the creation it is said, * Let 
the waters be gathered.' (Genesis 
i. 9.) Of the tabernacle it is said, 
* Thou shalt make a candlestick for 
lights;' (Exodus xxv. 41.) and at 
the creation it is said, 'Let there 
be lights in the firmament.' (Gene- 
sis i. 14.) Of the tabernacle it is 
said, * The Cherubim^ or winged 
beings, shall spread their wings ; ' 
(Exodus XXV. 20 ; ) and at the crea- 
tion it is said, * And birds that wing 
their flight above the earth.' (Genesis 
i. 20.) Of the tabernacle it is said, 
'And do thou bring near unto thee;' 
(Exodus xxviii. 1 ; ) and at the crea- 
tion it is said, 'And he brought her < 
to Adam.' (Genesis ii. 22.) Of the 
tabernacle it is said, 'Thus all 
the work of the tabernacle was 
finished ; ' (Exodus xl. 32 ; ) and at 
the creation it is said, 'Thus the 
heavens and the earth were finished.' 
(Genesis ii. 1.) Of the tabernacle it 
is said, ' And Moses blessed them ; ' 



Digitized by 



Google 



JURI8PRUDBNCE OF THE HEBREWS. 



71 



(Exodus xxxix. 43 ; ) and of the 
creation it is said, ' And God blessed 
the seventh day.' (Genesis ii. 3.) 
Of the tabernacle it is said, ' And he 
sanctified it and all its vessels;' 
(Leviticus viii. 10 ; ) and at the crea- 
tion it is said, ' And he sanctified it, 
because he rested on it from all his 
work/ (Genesis ii. 3.) Therefore it 
is said in Exodus-xxxv. 2, * Six days 
shall work be done; but on the 
seventh there shall be to you an holy 
day, a Sabbath of rest to the Lord ; ' 
and, in the fifth verse of the same 
chapter, * Take ye from among you 
an offering, &c.' " 

Another equally striking passage 
we find in the Talmud : (Trea- 
tise, Brochoth, fol. 59 ; ) ** R Judah 
said, in the name of Rab, Bezaleel * 
knew how to combine the letters 
through which heaven and earth 
were created ; f for of him it is said, 
' I have filled him with the Spirit of 
God in wisdom and in understand, 
ing.' (Exodus xxx. 3.) And of the 
creation it is said, *The Lord by 



wisdom has founded the earth ; by 
understanding hath he established the 
heavens.' (Proverbs iii. 19.) Among 
the many instances adduced by the 
Rabbinical writers, to prove the ana- 
logy between creation and the taber- 
nacle, we cite but one more; namely, 
the tabernacle was erected by free 
offerings, as it is said, " Every man 
and woman whose heart made them 
willing to bring.' (Exodus xxxv. 
29.) In this, too, it resembles 
creation, which was the* free and 
spontaneous act of the Divine will. 
This connection between creation 
and the Tabernacle, occasioned all 
such labours iq be prohibited as had 
been required at the erection of the 
latter ; because these are considered, 
more than any others, to have a di- 
rect relation to those which led to 
the institution of the Sabbath. From 
these labours all Jews, without any 
exception, are alike bound to abstain ; 
and death is the punishment which 
the law of Moses denounces and in- 
flicts on the transgressor. 



(To be continued,) 
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ROCK OF ASSISTANCE.'' 



Ehen Hangezer .* 

Containing Conjugal Laws. 



It is the duty of every man to take 
a wife, in order to be fruitful and 
multiply, in obedience to the Divine 
command : " And God blessed them, 
and said unto them. Be fruitful and 
multiply and fill the earth." (Gen. i. 
28.) He that obeys not this com- 
mand is as if he were guilty of blood- 
shed ; as he does not contribute to 
increase mankind, that is made in 
the image of God. 

Appendix. — He that does not en- 
ter into the state of wedlock remains 
unblessed, has no share^in the whole 
law, and is not called a perfect man ; 
but, when he gets married, his sins 
are remitted, as it is said, "He 
that gaineth a'wife gains a real good, 
and is favoured with grace from the 
Lord." (Prov. xviii. 22.) 

• The son of Uri, tlie son of Hur, of the 
tribe of Jndah, the chief artificer at the 
erection of the tabernacle. 

fThis, among ^many "other striking 
places, conflnns what we said in our Intro- 



No woman can be considered as 
the wife of a man, except -she be 
lawfully betrothed to her husband. 
Bat if a man and woman cohabit to- 
gether without legal espousal, the 
law compels them either to separate, 
or to enter into legal wedlock. 

As soon as a woman is betrothed 
to a man she becomes his wife, is 
interdicted to any other man, and 
cannot contract a fresh marriage 
without' being legally divorced. 

According to the law of Moses, 
the legal act which constitutes be- 
trothing is three-fold. 1. By gift: 
2. By written contract. 3. By con- 
summation. But our Robbies, with- 
out setting aside the legality of the 
last, have prohibited it, in order to 
prevent impropriety of conduct. 

duction.to Cabbala, (page 18,) that the 
Tabnndic Rabbies were acquainted with 
that science, as these words can have no 
other but a Cabbalistic sense. 
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1. Tkie betrothing by Gjft is as fol- 
lows : — 

r If a man, in the presence of two 
witnesses, j^ves to a woman tLpru- 
tah, or "com/' or]thelvalueofacoin, 
and saith unto her, "Thou art^meittf- 
desheth, or ' sanctified unto me,' " 
(the phrase generally employed to 
express betrouing, and understood 
as conveying that meaning,) "byvir- 
tue of this coin according to the law 
of Moses and of Israel ; and if she 
consent to receive the gift, it consti- 
tutes a legal betrothing. If, instead 
of using the word mekudesheth, 
*' sanctified/' he has used any other, 
such as, " Thou art wedded, or mar- 
ried, or betrothed unto me," or any 
other, which, according to the Ian- - 
guage of the country, distinctly con- 
veys his meaning, so that she has 
understood him, and consents to re- 
ceive'the gift, it is ailegal betrothing. 

If he has said, " Thou art sancti- 
fied," but has omitted the words, 
*' unto me," the betrothing is void. 

Appendix. — Some are of opinion, 
however, that this omission is imma- 
terial, and does not annul the le- 
gality of the betrothing. 

But if he says to her, " Thou shalt 
take me as thy master, or thy bride- 
groom, or thy husband ; " the be- 
trothing is void ; for, according to 
the law, it is the husband who 
takes a wife, not the wife who takes 
a husband. 

If a man gives a woman a gift, 
and she receives it, saying, " I mek- 
adesh, or * sanctify,' myself to thee," 
it is a legal betrothing, if there has 
been any previous proposal of matri- 
mony between them ; but if not, the 
legality is doubtful. But if the man 
replies, " I consent," it is a legal be- 
trothing, though no previous proposal 
has been made. 

The value of the gift must not be 
less than the weight of half a barley- 
corn in pure silver. 

If a man betroths a woman, he 
must place the' kedushin, ** that with 
which he betroths her," (either gift 
or contract,) in her hand. But if 
she consents that he should throw it 
into her lap, or into an inclosure or 
field belonging to her, and is agree- 
able to receive the gift or contract 
thus thrown, it is a legal act of be- 
trothing. 



But if the woman be in a house, 
or an inclosure, or field belonging to 
him, he is bound to place the kedushin 
in her hand or on her lap, as other- 
wise the act is void. 

If they are in a place the joint pro- 
perty of both, and he has, with her 
consent, thrown her the kedushin, 
and she has not caught it either in 
her hand or on her lap, the legality 
of the act is doubtful. 

If thev are in a public place, or in 
a place oelonging to a tnned^^arty, 
and he throws her the kedushin m 
such a manner that it falls more 
within his reach than hers, the be- 
trothing is void; but if it fall 
equi-distant, the legality of the act is 
doubtful. 

2. The betrothing by Contract is as 
follows : — 

If a man writes on any substance 
with legible characters, "Thou art 
mekudesheth, * sanctified,' unto me by 
virtue of this contract, according to 
the law of Moses and of Israel ; " 
and hands it to her before witnesses, 
and she consents to receive it, know- 
ing its contents, it is a legal act of 
betrothing. 

His purpose in writing the contract 
must be to give*^it to the woman to 
whom^e actually is mekadesh, or ** be- 
trothed," as otherwise it is void. So 
that.if he^hasjwritten thecoDtract|with 
the intention to give it to one woman, 
and afterwards gives it to^ another, 
the act becomes void. 

After the betrothing, the blessing 
of espousal must be pronounced over 
a goblet of wine. 

It is as follows : — 

"Blessed art thou, O Lord our 
God, who hast sanctified us with thy 
commands, and hast prohibited us to 
commit fornication ; but hast per- 
mitted us marriage by means of 
chupah * and kedushin. Blessed art 
thou, O Lord our God, who sanctifi- 
est thy people Israel." 

At the pronouncing of this blessing 
a minian f ought to be present. 

•The maxriage is considered as com- 
plete as soon as bride and bridegroom are 
alone under one chupah ^or roof. It is 
therefore customary to place them alone 
under a canopy which is figuratively 
called and considered the chupah » 

i Minian, '< number/' denotes an as. 
sembly of ten adult Israelites, and forms 
a lawfcil congregation for any purpose. 
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A man may cause the act of be- 
trothing to be performed by a mes- 
senger who represents him. The 
authorization is either in general 
terms, as, "Betroth a. woman for 
me, that she may become my wife ; " 
or special, as, ** Betroth such an one 
for me,*' &c. And in the act of 
betrothing the messenger says, 
" Thou art mekudesheth unto such an 
one," &c. 

Appendix. — ^Although such be- 
trothing by a messenger or proxy is 
legal, it is improper ; particularly if 
a general authorization is given to 
espouse any woman whom the 
principal may never have seen or 
known. / 

The messenger is quafified to be a 
witness of the betrothing. 

No witnesses are required to attest 
the appointment of the messenger ; 
for if principal and messengier both 
assert the fact of his appointment 
before witnesses, this is a sufficient 
proof thereof. 

But if a woman appoints a mes- 
senger or proxy to receive the kedu- 
shin for her, such appointment must 
be made in the presence of two wit- 
nesses. 

Appendix. — Some are of opinion, 
that the appointment of a messenger 
by the man must likewise be made 
before witnesses. 

Some'are of opinion, that if afather 
say to his son, " I intend to mekadesh 
such a woman to be thy^wife ; " and 
the son remains silenl;, the father be- 
comes a legal messenger or proxy for 
his son, whose silence is considered 
as a consent to the father appointing 
himself as such. 

All men are trustworthy messen- 
gers, and qualified for such an ap- 
pointment, except one who is deaf 
and dumb, an idiot, a minor, an 
idolater, or a bondman. 

Some maintain, that a messenger 
may legally delegate his trust, by re- 
mitting to another the kedushin, or 
contract, he is charged with. But if 
the principal did not give or name 
any fixed sum to his messenger as 
keaushin, or the value of kedushin, 
but simply said, " Mekadesh her unto 
me by as large a gift as thou mayest 
think proper," in that case the mes- 
senger cannot delegate his trust. 
Others, however, are of opinion, 



that a messenger cannot in any 
case appoint another to act in his 
stead. 

If a man send a letter, through 
one who is himself unqualified to be 
a messenger, to another whom he ap- 
points to act for him, some are of 
opinion that an appointment through 
such a medium is legal, whilst others 
declare it to be void. 

If a man say to his messenger, 
** Betroth unto me a wife at such a 
place," and if the messenger shall 
go to any other place and there be- 
troth a woman, such act of betroth- 
ing is void ; any departure from the 
precise letter of his trust which the 
messenger allows himself vitiates his 
authorization, as well as every thing 
which he may have done in the ex- 
ercise thereof: As, for instance, if 
the principal said, " Betroth unto 
me such a woman, conditionally, or 
unconditionally," and the messenger 
does the reverse. But if he says, 
** Go and betroth unto me such a 
woman, at such a place," and the 
messenger does betroth the same 
woman, but in another place ; this 
does not vitiate the trust, as the par- 
ticular woman, and not the particu- 
lar place, was the real condition 
thereof. 

If a man says to his messenger, 
" Be mekadesh unto me a woman," 
without naming any one in particu- 
lar, and the messenger dies without 
his principal knowing whether he 
executed his mission, or with whom ; 
the presumption is, that his messen- 
ger has acquitted himself of his trust, 
and therefore he must not marry 
any woman that has female relatives 
within the forbidden degrees of con- 
sanguinity, as it is to be feared that 
his messenger may have betrothed 
him to one of them ; such degrees 
are mother, daughter, sister, &c. 

But if these relations were mar- 
ried at the time he appointed his 
messenger, he may marry the woman, 
although previous to the death of his 
messenger these relations were be- 
come either widows or divorced ; as 
the betrothing, by the messenger, of 
a person who, at the time the trust 
was confided to him, was not in a 
condition to become betrothed, is 
void and illegal. But if the relations 
declare, that the messenger did not 
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betroth either of them, he may marry 
the woman. 

If any one appoints a messenger 
to betroth unto him a certain woman, 
and in the interim the principal has 
himself espoused another woman 
within the forbidden degrees of con- 
sanguinity to her, without its being 
known, which betrothing was the 
first in point of time, (for if the mes- 
senger's betrothing be prior, the 
man's own betrothing is void,) both 
are unlawful to him, and neither of 
them can marry again until they are 
legally divorced. 

A woman can appoint a messenger 
to receive the kedushin ; in which 



case the words to be employed by 
her intended husband are, "Such 
an one who has sent thee, is me- 
kudesheth unto me," &c. The trust 
to the woman's messenger is in every 
respect subject to the same laws and 
regulations as that of the man. 

One woman may act as messenger 
or proxy to another : But if the man 
says to this messenger during the 
ceremony of betrothing, ** And thou 
likewise," she is actually and legally 
betrothed unto him. If both man 
and woman have each appointed 
their respective messengers, such 
betrothing by proxy is altogether 
unlawful. 



{To be continued.) 

III. METAPHYSICS AND PHILOSOPHY OF THE RABBIES. 

Sepher Ikkarim : "book op principles." 
(Continued from page 57 J 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

Having proceeded thus far in es- 
tablishing what are the essential 
principles inherent in the Divine 
laws, and laid down rules of evi- 
dence needful for our guidance, it 
behoves us, before we proceed any 
further, to solve a doubt which af- 
fects every system of faith ; namely, 
whether the professor of any parti- 
cular creed is permitted, entitled, or 
in duty bound, to investigate the 
law which he obeys, and the faith 
which he professes ; and to examine 
if they are true, and in every respect 
conformable to the essential princi- 
ples of Divine laws or not ? And, 
in case this investigation be per- 
mitted, whether he is justified in 
choosing for himself such other sys- 
tem of laws and faith as, according 
to the result of his researches, ap- 
pears, more closely than the one he 
professes, to approximate to these 
essential principles ? The importance 
of these questions becomes evident 
when we consider, that if the be- 
liever is in duty bound, or merely 
permitted, to investigate the princi- 
ples of bis own faith, and to com- 
pare them with those of any other 
system, he cannot have that inti- 
mate and complete conviction which 
is the foundation of all faith, and is 
therefore not capable of receiving 
the reward due to faith; the abso- 
lute condition of which is, that its 



impression on the soul must be per- 
fect, and not leave to any other pos- 
sible impression the power to gainsay 
or contradict it, or permit the idea 
to arise that any different system 
can possibly be true ; whereas the 
very investigation implies doubt. 
We go on to ask : If such investiga- 
tion be permitted, what would be 
the result ? Should his researches 
acquaint him with some other system 
of faith which appears to him to 
possess a greater degree of truth 
than his own, is he in that case per- 
mitted to change ? Were we to as- 
sume that he has that permission^ 
the inevitable consequence would 
be, that no believer could either be 
happy or saved. The instant faith 
becomes dependent on research, 
and is a matter of choice, reason 
dictates that such choice ought not 
to be one system out of two, but one 
out of all. Consequently, if he has 
found some other system of faith 
which he considers as more entitled 
to credence than his own, and has 
accordingly embraced it ; he cannot 
remain firm in the new faith he has 
thus chosen for himself ; as the same 
permission to investigate, duly exer- 
cised, might make him acquainted 
with a third system preferable to the 
second ; a fourth, better entitled to 
credibility than the third; and so 
on, in endless progression, until it 
would be impossible for any man to 
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become confirmed in his faith before 
he has fairly and fully investigated 
every creed extant in the world ; 
from all of which he is to choose one. 
And though he may at any time 
think his examinations and researches 
have encompassed every system of 
laws that' men place faith in as Di- 
vine, yet it is possible that, in some 
obscure corner of the globe, a reli- 
gion may be found, which, were its 
tenets known to him, would com- 
mand 'his belief before all others. 
Thus it would be utterly impossible 
for any man to become confirmed, 
happy, and saved in his faith, as 
that faith would be the result of an 
examination so vastly comprehensive 
that he could never be certain of 
having reached its limit. 

But if this result should induce 
us to adopt the contrary principle, 
and to say, that no professor of any 
system of faith is entitled or per- 
mitted to investigate or examine its 
principles ; one of two equally pre- 
posterous consequences must follow : 
Either that all systems of faith lead 
man to happiness here and felicity 
hereafter, so that none of them has 
any preference before others in re- 
warding its believers; whence the 
absurd fallacy results that creeds, 
inculcating principles diametrically 
opposite, (each maintaining its own 
veracity, and applying the term false 
to all others,) should alike possess 
the power of attaining perfection : — 
Or, that amongst all conflicting sys- 
tems, only one can be true, and lead 
to salvation : And then the blasphem- 
ous fallacy results, that the Deity 
prevents man from attaining to the 
knowledge of what is the ri^iht ; and 
that, although man is not permitted 
to examine, or even to doubt, the 
principles of his faith, and much 
less to deviate into or embrace any 
other, he is nevertheless to be de- 
prived of the reward due to his firm 
and sincere belief in a system which 
at least has some resemblance to the 
one divinely inspired. No ; we say 
once more, " Far be it from God to 
act unjustly, or Omnipotence to do 
wrong." (Job xxxiv. 12.) 

Under whatever aspect we con- 
template these doubts, their solution 
appears equally diflScult. It is, how- 
ever, a task, the performance of 

L 2 



which it is our duty to attempt. We 
therefore say. If all religious systems 
at present known were with one ac- 
cord to accuse each other of impos- 
ture, and were every one of them 
to maintain that no other than itself 
was or ever had been trUe or derived 
from a Divine revelation ; then, in- 
deed, the diflficulties of our task 
would be utterly insurmountable, — 
as, in the chaos of conflicting opir 
nions, there would be no basis or cer- 
tain point from which to proceed. 
But if all other systems of faith at 
present known to us,however much at 
variance on other points, with one ac- 
cord confess, that one particular 
SYSTEM had, at some time or other, 
been divinely revealed ; (although 
they deny its still continuing in force, 
and maintain that its validity was 
limited to a certain period, event, or 
purpose, and has subsequently been 
superseded ;) in that case, we saj% 
that man cannot doubt, and is not 
permitted to call in question, that 
in which they all agree ; namely, 
the Divine origin of this orie particu- 
lar system. And as he has thus a 
suflficient basis, a certain and un- 
questionable truth, from whence to 
direct his inquiries, man is permitted 
to examine, whether the allegations 
of other systems as to the limited 
duration of this particular one, can 
have any force. Such examination 
must, however, be directed to the 
essential principles of any second or 
third system, according to the Rules 
laid down for his guidance in the 
eleventh chapter of this our first di- 
vision ; and must likewise embrace 
the question, whether a system con- 
fessedly revealed by the Deity, can 
be intended for a limited time only ? 
and in that case what parts of it 
can possibly be superseded or sub- 
ject to alteration ? Each believer is 
bound to submit the system of law^ 
which he examines, to two distinct 
considerations : 1. The laws ab- 
stractedly and intrinsically, accord- 
ing to their enactments and prohibi- 
tions : If they only teach to avoid 
wrong and pursue right, and to 
regulate the affairs of human society, 
it behoves him to know that such 
are only natural laws of society and 
civilization, but not Divine. If, in 
addition to thus teaching to avoid 
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what is humanly wrong, and to pur- 
sue what is humanly right, they, 
moreover, are intent upon instruct- 
ing man in true knowledge concern- 
ing God and the spiritual world, and 
upon imparting wisdom, in order to 
penetrate the truth in all its bear- 
ings, and to conceive the absolute 
unity and immateriality of God, then 
they bear the marks of Divine inspi- 
ration. 2. The messenger who pro- 
mulgates them, and who asserts that 
the Divine revelation has been af- 
forded to him. And here is to be 
examined whether his doctrines are 
original, or whether he has appro- 
priated them to himself from some 
other previous system. The charac- 
ter and perfections of this messenger, 
his qualities and actions, are likewise 
to be considered; and particularly, 
whether his conduct correspond with 
his doctrines, if he denied himself of 
worldly enjoyments, and despised 
the allurements of lusts ; the indul- 
gence of which cannot possibly be 
right, as the dictates of nature teach 
us to feel ashamed of it. 

Whatever skill or prudence may 
be brought to bear on such an ex- 
amination, it- still remains possible 
to err ; as a wise teacher and ob- 
server of ethics may succeed in lay- 
ing down principles approximating 
to, or indeed closely resembling, 
those of the Divine laws. If the 
question then arise, "How or by 
what means is the origin of such 
principles to be ascertained or dis- 
tinguished ? " we answer. The test 
is, whether such laws, in all their es- 
sential principles and branches, are 
in perfect and entire accordance with 
the three essential principles of the 
Divine laws, and the branches they 
necessarily involve, as enumerated 
in oqr fifteenth chapter of this divi- 
sion ; whether they teach to avoid 
wrong and pursue right, and, more- 
over, are intent upon instructing man 
in the knowledge of truth, free from 
all womanish and silly fancies, and 
of all tenets that bear the evident 
impression of human fallacy. If 
they meet this test in every respect, 
they can lead man to perfection, 
and, as we said before, they bear the 
marks of a Divine origin. To denote 
this twofold instruction by the law 
our Rabbles of blessed memory said 



in Toraih Cohanim, " Love thy neigh- 
bour like thyself." R. Akiva said, 
*• This is the great principle of the 
law." Ben Asai said, ** This, the 
book of the generation of man, is the 
great principle of the law." Their 
meaning was, that the great princi- 
ples of the law are twofold; as it 
comprises, 1. Laws teaching the 
duties towards our fellow-men ; the 
essence of which is, "Love thy 
neighbour like thyself." 2. Laws 
for perfecting the sotd ; the essence 
of which is, " On the day that God 
created man, in the likeness of God 
made he him," as set forth in the 
Book of, the Generations of Man ; 
(Gen. V. 1, 2 ;) and by which is de- 
noted, that, as the human spirit is 
in the likeness of the Deity, man 
must be careful not to debase it in 
himself or in any other, but must 
strive that it may continue such, by 
cleaving to the exalted Source from 
which it is derived. 

The system of faith which can 
perfectly and in all its parts bear the 
application of the above test, appears 
to bear the impression of Divinity ; 
but, as it still remains possible, in 
the manner we before stated, that a 
wise teacher and observer of ethics 
might succeed in borrowing and in- 
corporating all these principles in 
his system, it is further necessary to 
investigate the mission of the mes* 
senger, and whether its concomitant 
and accompanying circumstances are 
approved as perfectly and indisputa- 
bly true, according to the standard 
determined in our eighteenth chapter. 

The system of laws which meets 
all these conditions is, beyond all 
doubt, of Divine origin ; but if it falls 
short of them in any one respect, it 
is an imposture. It is such, though 
it assume the semblance of Divinity, 
by admitting the essential principles 
and their branches ; and fully stamps 
itself as such, when it departs from 
or denies all or any of them^ 

CHAPTER XXV. 

It remains our duty to enter into 
another investigation before we can 
close this our first division, namely, 
whether the Divine Laws must abso- 
lutely be one and the same to all 
mankind, or may be various to dif- 
ferent men ? It appears proper^ at 
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first sight, that these laWs should be 
one and the same to all mankind, a9 
well on account of Him who affords, 
as of those who receive, the revela- 
tion ; for as He (blessed be He !) is 
essentially One in every respect, and 
has no more distinct relation to one 
man or to some men, than what he 
has to aU others, whatever proceeds 
from him must likewise* be uniform. 
And as those who receive are but 
one, as members of the same species, 
alike in their nature, the laws eman- 
ating from Him to lead them to per- 
fection ought essentially to be the 
same to all men. But, upon mature 
reflection, we are of opinion, that, 
although on account of the Dis- 
penser of revelation there is an ab- 
solute necessity that what emanates 
from Him must be uniform and the 
same to the whole human species, 
yet, on account of the receivers, 
there is no such absolute necessity, 
but that there may be a variation ; as 
it is well known that the natural 
dispositions of men differ, and that 
such difference results either from 
their birth, as an inheritance of their 
fathers, or from other, to us un- 
known, causes ; and is so great, 
that, in some instances, the disposi- 
tions of men are diametrically oppo- 
isite. Thus, one man may naturally 
possess sufficient ferociousness to 
murder his infant offspring with his 
own hand ; whilst another is so ten- 
der-hearted that he is incapable of 
killing a mouse or a fly. These dif- 
ferences may arise from the various 
dwellings of man, — mountains and 
plains, inland or maritime, — and 
from their respective air and cli- 
mate ; each of which, perhaps, ex- 
ercises its peculiar influence. We 
see that in one country vegetables 
are of pleasant flavour, and consti- 
tute a wholesome diet; whilst, in 
another country, the same vegeta- 
bles may be unwholesome, because 
the air is impure ; and, in a third, 
they have not the same pleasant fla- 
vour because it is humid. The ani* 
mate beings to whose sustenance the 
vegetables contribute may be sub- 
ject to the same influence; and 
thence may arise the surprising di- 
versity of national character, as 
we find some nations gifted with 
more solidity of judgment than 



others. In one, liveliness bordering 
on frivolity, in another, didness ap- 
proaching to apathy, seems to be the 
governing principle. The natural 
result of these different dispositions 
is, that the general idea of what is 
proper and improper must, in like 
manner, be different, and that, con- 
sequently, each nation or society re- 
quires, and has, its own peculiar 
rules and regulations.* But as these 
variations exist only on the part of 
those to whom the Divine laws are 
directed, and not at all in Him by 
whom these laws are given, it follows 
that any variations there maybe in the 
Divine laws only regard these re- 
ceivers, — but not at all the Giver : 
That is to say, variations may at 
one and the. same time exist in parti- 
cular enactments, relating to what is 
proper or improper, according to the 
different dispositions of the receivers ; 
but what rektes to the Giver, namely, 
the true knowledge of Him and the 
essential principles of His laws, to- 
gether with the branches necessarily 
resulting from these principles, can- 
not and do not vary or ever undergo 
any alteration. Thus we find that 
the laws of the Noachidae, and the 
laws of Moses, although they, vary 
in some particulars, as we shall 
hereafter more fully detail, perfectly 
agree in whatever concerns the Divine 
Author of both, and were at the 
same time equally obligatory and 
binding, — the law of Moses on the 
Israelites, and the law of the sons of 
Noah on all other nations of the 
earth. The difference between them 
arose, partly from what related to 
the land of Israel in particular, and 
partly from what related to the va- 
rieties of national disposition, of 
which we have already spoken. 
There can be no doubt that all the 
nations of the earth could and did 
attain to perfection and felicity, ac- 
cording to their degrees, by the pro- 
per observance of the law of Noa- 
chidae, such law being truly and un- 
questionably of Di\dne origin ; and 
accordingly our Rabbies said, " The 
righteous amoi^s^ the nations have a 
portion in the life to come.'^ 

• These ideas of R. Joseph Alho seem 
to have been adopted by the President de 
Montesqnieii, and fonn the basis of his 
celebrated work, De V Esprit des Low. 
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All this fully proves, that two 
distinct systems of Divine laws may, 
at one and the same time, be in force 
with different nations ; but that, 
however distinct, they do not vary 
in their essential principles, which, 
on investigation, always correspond 
in every particular to the test we 
have already mentioned. But whe- 
ther it be possible that the Divine 
laws, so far as they actually are such, 
may become altered or varied in any 
one respect to the same nation, in 
the same land, is what we propose, 
with the Divine permission, to in- 
vestigate in our third Division. 

CHAPTER XXVI. 

From all that we have said in the 
preceding chapters it results, I. 
That the essential principles of the 
Divine laws are three : — 1. The ex- 
istence of the Deity. 2. Revelation. 
3. Rewards and punishments ; — and 
that, without these three essential 
principles, it is impossible to con- 
ceive any Divine laws. II. That 
from these three essential and radi- 
cal principles spring forth certain 
necessary and concomitant branches, 
as the different kinds of the same 
genus; the ^.connection of which 
branches, and the radical principles 
from which]they spring, is such, that 
they cannot subsist without each 
other. III. That these branches, 
according to the united dictates of 
reason, investigation, and the law of 
Moses, are, Of the first principle, (the 
existence of the Deity,) his unity, 
his immateriality, his perfection, and 
that He (blessed be He !) has no re- 
lation to time. Of the second prind- 
pie, (revelation,) prophecy, and the 
mission of the messenger. Of the 
third principle, (rewards and punish- 
ments,) the Divine omniscience and 
providence, and that rewards and 
punishments are both corporeal here 
and spiritual hereafter. IV. That it 
is not proper to assume the law of 
Moses as one of these essential and 
radical principles, or as one of their 
branches ; because the principle that 
these divine laws are not subjected 
to change or alteration, is already 
comprised in the branch of the 
second principle, the mission of the 



messenger. The coming of the Mes« 
siah, and the resurrection of the dead, 
are already comprised in the third 
principle. Rewards and punishments, 
V. That these are therefore articles 
of faith, which it is incumbent on 
every believer in the law of Moses 
to receive, but are not essential prin- 
ciples either to- this law in particular, 
or to the Divine laws generally. VI. 
But it is a principle peculiar and 
essential to the law of Moses, that 
the proper observance of any one 
of its commandments is sufficient to 
lea'd man to a commensurate degree 
of perfection and the life to come ; 
as we have stated in our twenty-third 
chapter of this first division. VII. 
That no laws claiming to be Divine 
can be considered as such, if they re- 
ject or deny any one of the essential 
and radical principles, or of their 
branches. VIII. That the full num- 
ber of these is eleven; namely, 1. 
The existence of the Deity. 2. His' 
unity. 3. His immateriality. 4. His 
perfection. 5. His independence of 
time. 6. Revelation. 7. Prophecy 
8. Approval of the Messenger and his 
mission; 9* Divine omniscience. 
10. Providence. 11. Rewards and 
punishments, both corporeal and 
spiritual. As the liberty of choice 
is pre- supposed in every system of 
legislation, we do not consider it as 
peculiarly essential to the Divine 



This closes the first division o£ 
our Book of Principles. Praise 
be to God, whose aid has hitherto 
supported us I Our intention was 
to close our labours, and proceed no 
further in this our work ; but, hav- 
ing been requested by dear and be- 
lieving friends, searchers and lovers 
of truth and wisdom, to demonstrate 
to them more fully, plainly, and dis- 
tinctly, these essential principles, 
their branches, and whatever else to 
them appertains, we have consented 
to their request, and enlarged our 
work by the addition of three new 
divisions. 

In God alone is all aid and assist- 
ance. Blessed be His holy name 
above all praises and benedictions I 
Amen. 

BND OF THE FIRST DIVISiaN* 



(To be continued.) 
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IV. COMMENTARIES ON HOLY WRIT. 

(Continued from page 59 J 
<'Ia the beginning God created the heavens V^Tl riKI a^d the earth. And the earth 
was "iniv "^ri' shapeless and heterogeneous ; "pUPTi, and darkness \^as on the sur- 
face of the Dinn deep. And the mi Ruach * of Elohim hovered over the face 
of D»Dn the waters. And God said, Let there be m« light : And there was 
light." (Genesis i. 1, 2.) - * 

dour," maintains that the sub- 
stance of darkness is earth ; § in 
proof of which it cites the words, 
*' and darl#ness shall cover his 
name." (Eccles. vi. 4.) According 
to some opinions, the JarATte^^ men- 
tioned in Genesis is a parti- 
cular darkness, or thick cloud, 
which subsequenly guided the 
Israelites in the wilderness, and of 
which it is said, ** He made dark- 
ness his secret abode.*' (Psalm 
xviii. 11.) By means of this parti- . 
cular darkness they explain the 
passage in Genesis ix. 13, 14 : ** I 
have set my bow in the cloud : 
And it shall come to pass, when I 
bring a cloud over the earth my 
bow shall be seen in'the cloud ; *' not 
in the inferior clouds visible to the 
human eye, but in tliis celestial 
cloud, or darkness of the creation, 
which we find mentioned again in 
Exodus xiii. 21 : ** And the Lord 
went before them in a pillar of the 
cloud." And again: "Then the 
,cloud covered, the tent of the 
congregation." (Exodus xi. 34.) 
"The cloud filled the house of 
the Lord, so that the priests could 
not stand to minister because oUhe 
cloud." (1 Kings viii. 10, 11.) 
And in the vision of Ezekiel, i. 4» 
it is said, "And I looked, and, 
behold, a whirlwind came out of 
the north, and a great cloud." 
Tehom, "the deep." — This means, ac- 

ated. And as light and darkness can only 
exist in space, darkness appears to have 
been created with it ; whereas light was 
subsequently called into existence. 

§ This opinion of the SoAar is nearly 
seventeen hundred years old, and has lately 
been revived by the well-knovni German 
Conversations Lexicon, article Fins- 
terniss y and announced as a new theory on 
the nature of darkness, which is maintained 
to be not merely a negation of light, but an 
essential substance called planetary light, 
in opposition to solar light, and ^hlch arises 
from the efforts of the earth to absorb into 
itself the antagonist element, air. 



HaaretZff " the earth." — According 
to Aben Ezra, this word denotes the 
element earth only. But the gen- 
eral opinion is, that it comprises 
all the elementary materials; 
which is proved to be correct by 
the fact, that, at the commence- 
ment of creation, the elements 
were not organized or separated 
from each other. This was done, 
and names assigned to eac& of 
them, in a succeeding day. 

ToAi*, " the shapeless matter." — ^The 
same word is used to express a man 
being astonished or confounded. 

Ubohu, * * heterogeneous." — This word 
is composed of two, bo-hu, "It 
is in him;" to denote that the 
germ of the future developement 
was contained in the shapeless 
matter. 

Choshech," 2Lnd darkness." — Different 
opinions prevail^respecting the ori- 
gin of darkness. Some commenta- 
tors maintain it to be increate, as be- 
ing merely'the absence or negation 
of light : And they rest their opi- 
nion on the root of the word 
which is TU^n, to deny or negate ; 
as, " Thou hast not denied me 
thine only son." (Genesis xxii. 16.) 
Others, on the contrary, maintain 
darkness to be created ; and sup- 
port their opinion by these words 
of the Prophet : " I form the light, 
and create darkness." $ (Isaiah 
xlv. 7.) The book Sohar, " Splen- 

• We give no translation of this word, in 
order to leave the reader his choice unbias- 
sed between the opinions of different com- 
mentators. 

t The old Hebrew grammarians say, 
that the root of tbe word tn« is \r\ to run, 
which seems to have an analogy with the 
present system of the earth's diurnal and 
annual movements. 

X Darkness appears to be merely the 
absence or negation of light, but created ; 
and therefore the expression of the prophet 
is correct. Before creation there was no 
space ; which, however unable we may be to 
understand the fact, it U certain was cre- 
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cording to some eommentatort, tbe 
chaotic mixture of the elementary 
materials before their organiza- 
tion. 
And the Ruach — Many different opi- 
nions are advanced respecting the 
meaning of this word. According 
to Maimonides, it is applied to six 
different significations. 1. Air, 
in which sense it is used here. 2. 
Wind, as, "The east wind brought 
the locusts.*' (Exodus x. 13.) 3. 
Animation, as, '* Life departs, 
but never returneth." 4. The 
immortal soul, "Like the soul, 
returns to God." (Ccclesiastes xii. 
7.) 5. TT^e emanation qf Prophecy, 
as, "When the emanation rested 
on them, they prophesied." (Num- 
bers xi. 26.) 6. The Divine wiU, 
as, " Who has directed the wiU 
of God ? " (Isaiah xl. 13.) Most 
of the other commentators, how- 
ever, are dissatisfied with this ex- 
position of Maimonides; some 
even think it offensive; and all 
agree, that some of the significa- 
tions of the word Buach are alto- 
gether omitted, whilst others are 
given which are not correct. The 
word has but two principal signi- 
fications. Physical and Spiritual. 
To the first appertains animation, 
arising from the juices of the cor- 
poreal system ; air and wind are of 
the same class. The second is 
altogether spiritual. Thus, He 
from whom it emanates is not the 
emanation; and, therefore, pro- 
phecy is styled " inspiration." 
In the present instance, rtuich 
cannot be physical, or signify air, 
as the elements were not then or- 
ganized, nor the air separated. Its 
signification is, therefore, altogether 
spiritual, and denotes the separate 
intelligences, including human souls. 
Accordingly our Rabbies, of blessed 
memory, say, in Bereshith Rabba, 
"The Ruach of Elohim is the soul 
of Adam, the first man." Some of 
them add, " It is the soul of the 



Messiah." They name these two, 
because with Adam, the first perfec- 
tion of man commenced ; and in the 
Messiah it will hereafter become re- 
stored ; so that these two form the 
end and aim of creation. 
Hamaim, "the waters." — In this word 
are comprised the celestial waters. 
And as the spiritual intelligences 
are called Esh, " fire," the nobler 
materials of the astral world are 
called Maiim "water;" which 
two together form Shamaim " the 
heavens." Accordingly we find 
that the Creator gave the three 
divisions of creation three dis- 
tinct types. To the Superior he 
gave Esh, " fire ; " to the Central, 
Maiim, "water," and to the Inferior 
Choshech, " earth or darkness." 
These three types the prophet 
enumerates, when he says, " Who 
hath measured the waters in tbe 
hollow of bis hand, comprehended 
the dust of the earth in a measure, 
and directed the will of the Lord ? " 
(Isaiah xl. 12.) 
Or, "light." — Many are the opinions 
entertained respecting the signifi- 
cation of this word; and the 
cause of the many and various 
definitions assignea to it is to be 
found in the fact, that the hea- 
venly luminaries were not created 
till the fourth day. Some Com- 
mentators say. Or means a lumi- 
nous essence created by the Deity 
and pervading all creation, out of 
which the celestial luminaries were 
formed. An opinion nearly simi- 
lar is expressed in the Talmud : 
(Treatise Chagiga, folio 12 :) " The 
lights were created on the first 
day, but were not fixed in their 
spheres till the fourth." • 

* These opimoiui seem to coincide with 
the results of modem experience. The 
celebrated Dr. Herschell advances the opi- 
nion, founded on actual observation, that 
the sun is not in itself a luminous body, 
but is surrounded by a vast atmosphere of 
Kght. 



{To be continued,) 
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THE 8ABB/kTH. 



{Continued from page 710 
Having thus acquainted^our read- grateful enjoyment 
er* with the prohibitions * attending - . . - ~ - 

observance of the Sabbath, we 



the 

next proceed to consider its positive 
commands. These are^ ''to hallow 
the Sabbath," "to sanctify it," "to 
keep it holy unto the Lord." 
Whilst all worldly labours and avo- 
cations are interdicted, the mind is 
to devote its energies to the nobler 
task of contemplation. The service 
of the Great Founder of the Sab- 
bath is the only occupation that 
befits a day to be kept holy unto the 
Lord. Accordingly, religion teaches 
the Israelite, that he is, by means 
of certain external observances, to 
sanctify his inmost soul: It allows 
him the enjoyment of all lawful 
pleasures and delights, such as better 
food and raiment than ordinary, and 
all such other joys as may produce 
in him the feeling of beatitude pro- 
per to the Sabbath. The great les- 
sons of his faith on every other day 
prescribe abstemiousness, and incul- 
cate contempt of worldly enjoy-" 
ment», in oraer that the mind — free 
from the clogs with which the gross- 
ness of earthly desires load it — ^may 
be able to elevate itself unto the 
contemplation of the Deity, and g{ 
its own duties. But on the Sabbath, 
the same faith varies its instruction, 
and teaches him, by the liberal and 

* As ure have only spoken of the Aboih, 
or ** principal occnpations," and haire not 
entered into an examination of the Toldothf 
"offiiprings," or " branch occapations" de- 
rived from tiie former, it is onr duty to 
explain to onr readers lliat the latter are so 
numerous, that we could not, in this place, 
find space fbr their enumeration, and we 
■hall, therefore, treat of them iinder the 
bead of Jurisfrddence. 



^„ of those bless- 

mgs which' the Divine bounty has 
freely bestowed on man, to effect 
the same aim and purpose of exalt- 
ing the mind above all worldly cares, 
pursuits, and allurements, and to 
qualify it for the contemplation of 
the Great Source of every good, 
with whom and in whom are cen- 
tered all our real joys ; that the 
partaking, thus, of His bountv, may 
lead to that state of beatituae and 
tranquillity which alone is befitting 
the most sublime of all contempla- 
tions. The Sabbath is a type of the 
life to come; it is likewise called, 
" the day which is altogether Sab- 
bath," or repose : Its observance 
must, therefore, become, as nearly 
as humanity permits, assimilated to 
that which it represents ; so that it 
may convey to the soul a foretaste 
of that happy state. It must not 
resemble tne ordinarv course of 
things Jn this world, wnere the sen- 
tence, " In the sweat of thy face shalt 
thou tat thy bread,** imposes a tax 
on our wants as on our enjoy- 
ments. The Sabbath, on the contrary, 
must be free from every care, and 
divested of^ every occupation ; no 
present ill or future dread must dis- 
turb the soul's delight : And as the 
connexion between body and soul is 
so very intimate, that pleasures, in 
order to be perfect, must be shared 
hj both, man is directed to enjoy 
himself freely, but devoutly. This, 
then, is the great distinction of the 
Sabbath; other days are passed in 
the continual struggle between pas- 
sions and duty, — the former strivirg 
to gratify their longings, the latter 
combating to restrain them : But, on 
the Sabbath, this struggle is to cease; 
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the mind quiescent, like the blessed 
in heaven, is to enjoy perfect felicity, 
unalloyed by|the discord of contending 
feelings ; because religion, on that 
day, steps in as mediator, and com- 
bines duty with gratification, in the 
command, " Thou shalt appoint the 
Sabbath for enjoyment." And, as 
thus to enjoy, — solely out of grati- 
tude to the Divine bounty, and in 
honour of the Supreme Founder of 
the Sabbath, free from every admix- 
ture of luxurious desire, or sinful 
sensuality — requires a far greater 
and more complete mastery of the 
passions than even perfect absti- 
nence, the rewards proffered by reli- 
gion are commensurate with the dis- 
cipline to which he subjects himself. 
In this sense the Talmud says, 
(Treatise, Sabbath, fol. 118,) "R. 
Jochanan said, in the name of R. 
Jose, To him who delights in the 
Sabbath is given a boundless re- 
ward ; for thus saith the Prophet, 
'Then shalt thou delight thvself in 
the Lord. He shall make tnee ride 
on the high places of the earth, and 
feed thee with the inheritance of 
Jacob thy father.* (Isaiah Iviii. 14.) 
The Prophet says not the inherit- 
ance of Abraham ; for to him is only 
said. Arise and walk through the 
land J (Genesis xiii. 17;) nor yet 
the inheritance of Isaac, although to 
him is said, I will give unto thy seed 
all these lands j (Genesis xxv. 14 ;) 
but the inheritance of Jacob, to 
whom it ^is said, Thou shalt extend 
thyself with might to the west and to 
the east, to the north and to the 
south*" Thus he who properly 
observes the Sabbath is compared to 
Jacob, who is called tDM t2;>«, "a 
perfect man,"* free from the strug- 
gles of the passions, whose desires 
are completely incorporated in his 
duty, and, like that, devoted to his 
God. 

Accordingly, the Talmud further 
says, (Treatise, Sabbath, fol. 118, 
page 2,) ** R. Judah saith, Rab 
said. Whosoever delights in the Sab- 
bath has the desires of his heart 
granted to him; as it is written,' De- 
light thyself in the Lord and he 
will grant thee the desires of thy 
heart/ (Psalm xxxvii. 4.) We should 
not have known what this Delight 
• Gen. XXV. 27. 



thyself means, had not the Prophet 
directed us by saying, ' Thou shalt 
call the Sabbath a delight.' (Isaiah 
Iviii. 13.)" This teaches us, that 
whosoever devotes himself to the 
proper observance of the Sabbath is 
rewarded, not by such of his desires 
only being granted as are conducive 
to his good, but by having all his 
desires granted, because they are all 
pure, incorporated in his duty, and 
cannot, therefore, be otherwise than 
conducive to his good. 

Thus the proper observance of the 
Sabbath seems to require particular 
piety and purity of heart ; and, ac- 
cordingly, the most eminent of our 
nation devoted their best energies to 
that observance. They considered 
it a peculiar boon bestowed on the 
Israelites ; that, as they are distin- 
guished amidst the nations of the 
earth by their unfortunate exile and 
sufferings, they have received, in 
the observance of the Sabbath, and 
in the feelings of beatitude that 
accompany it, a compensation for all 
these sufferings. In this sense the 
Talmud says, (Treatise, Sabbath, 
fol. 10, page 2,) " To know that I 
the Lord sanctify you, (Exodus 
xxxi. 13.) The Holy One (blessed 
be He ! ) said to Moses, ' I have a 
precious gift in my treasury, its 
name is Sabbath; I intend to bestow 
it on the Isrealites : Go and acquaint 
them with my intention.'" The 
meaning is, that the Sabbath was 
granted to the Israelites as a distin- 
guished mark of Divine favour, the 
observance of which is, indeed, 

Erecious, and affords happiness 
ere, and a reward hereafter ; 
and that, whilst every other com- 
mand secures a reward to its ob- 
servers, the very observance of the 
Sabbath, that choice gift out of the 
Divine treasury, is in itself a reward. 
And truly the Sabbath is at once an 
observance and a reward, and af- 
fords to the believer a real foretaste 
of future happiness. No efi[prt8 
desecrate the sanctity of the day ; no 
care interrupts its blissful tranquil- 
lity ; but the faithful enjoy the fruits 
of their past labours. *' Bake what 
ye wish to bake, cook what ye wish 
to cook," is the command of Moses 
respecting the Sabbath; (Exodus 
xvi. 23. and it applies equally to 
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that future state of which the Sab- 
bath U the type. Close thy prepara- 
tions on the Sabbath-eve, that rest 
may be thine on the Sabbath. Use 
thy stay in this world, properly, and 
the reward will be thine in a future 
state. No believing Jew feels the 
pangs of poverty on the Sabbath- 
day. Happy, because his religion 
teaches him to be so, he envies not 
the great ones of the earth. Although 
throughout the week penury a^d 
want are his portion, and his unre- 
mitting toil barely affords him the 
necessary sustenance ; although ab- 
stemiousness presides at his scanty 
meal, and the faint glimmer of the 
solitary taper scarce pierces through 
the obscurity of his dwelling ; al- 
though, to the last working hour 
of the Sabbath-eve, his frame bends 
beneath the fatigues of his toil ; yet 
abstinence and labour, penury and 
weariness, have not been encountered 
in vain ; they were endured, in or- 
der the better to provide for *'the 
Sabbath of the Lord ; " they enhance 
the hallowed enjoyments of that 
day: And though prudence and 
economy should oppose their veto 
to any departure from his usual 
homely frugality, the bountiful pro- 
vidence of his God is present to his 
mind, and whispers cheerfulness and 
confidence to his heart, whilst he 
provides lekahod Sabbath, " in ho- 
nour of the Sabbath-day.^' 

The toils of the week are ended. 
With his ablutions, the last remains 
of profane care are washed away. 
Dressed in his best attire, he sits 
down and prepares his mind for the 
sanctity of the coming Sabbath, by 
reading that part of Holy Writ 
which the custom of his fathers 
has apportioned to each succeeding 
week. Nightfall approaches as he 
closes the sacred volume ; and he 
hastens to the Synagogue, there to 
join a congregation whose hearts 
and minds are, like his own, filled 
with gratitude and love. His voice 
resounds amidst the cheerful choir, 
who, with the sacred songs of the 
Prophet-King, and solemn hymns 
of departed saints, hail the coming 
of the Bride, * the Sabbath, the 
plighted Iroth between the Lord and 



' Vide page 68. 



his people. When the heartfelt ser- 
vice is concluded, the joyous greet- 
ing, and the wish of a happy Sab- 
bath have been exchanged between 
him and his brethren, he returns 
cheerfully to his (no longer gloomy) 
home. There the faithful partner 
of his griefs and joys has plied her 
domestic care. Ulean and cheerful 
is his room. The table, decked with 
its cover of spotless white, is ready ; 
the berchoih,"hles8Gd bread," beneath 
its double envelope recalls the mira- 
culous manna, with which the Deity 
fed Israel during forty years of wan- 
dering in the desert. A blaze of 
lights, consecrated by the fervent 
invocation of the pious matronj-flsheds 
its genial influence round the apart- 
ment. Every thing is ready to greet 
the happy master of this happy 
dwelling. He comes, his doors open 
to receive him. His children crowd 
around him, clean and wholesome, 
to receive that blessing which for 
countless generations no child ever 
failed to implore and to receive from 
its parents on the Sabbath-eve. The 
cheerful smile of the. mother greets 
him ; and when he, as he is com- 
manded, inouires if her Sabbath- 
duties are observed, the conscious 
glance of her sparkling eye answers 
him more fully than her words, that 
her heart too rejoices in these duties, 
and hails the Sabbath, the festival of 
domestic tranquillity and love. He 
sits down to his board ; the goblet 
sparkles with the wine over which 
the consecrating blessing of the Sab- 
bath is pronounced ; its institution 
and the repose of the Creator are cele- 
brated. The blessed bread is divided, 
and a joyous meal awaits his appe- 
tite. Haply some wandering stran- 
ger is seated at his board, and 
makes him thankful to that God 

t It is the dnty of tiie Israelite to illu- 
mine his dvceUing on the Sabhatli as much 
as his means pennit, and at least to bum 
two lights. These it is the special observ- 
ance of every housewife to consecrate. The 
Austrian Government has known how to 
render this religious custom available to finan 
dal purposes ; and by loading the Sabbath- 
lights of the Jew with a heavy tax in Gal- 
lida, (Austrian Poland,) where the Jewish 
population is numerous, it raises a conside- 
rable annual revenue, not quite as honour- 
able to the Government that receives, as to 
the Jew who pays it. 
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who8« bounty he is sharing with his 
fellow-creatures.* How happy is he ! 
The very contrast between the ordi- 
nary appearance of his abode, and 
that which on this occasion it pre- 
sents, enhances his happiness. Po- 
verty seems banished. Smiling and 
cheerful is all around him. Lights 
triumph over the usual gloom. Plenty 
has succeeded to penury. Enjoyment 
takes the place of abstinence ; the 
hearth steams with his savoury food, 
fragrant j with the perfume of that 
precious spice, the Sabbath, whose 
sympathetic virtues are unknown to 
all save to its observers. He ends 
his meal, and prepares, amidst joy- 
ous sonjTS of praise, to thank the 
Giver of all good ; and his heart' re- 
sponds to his voice as he says, "Thou 
snalt eat and be satisfied, and shalt 
bless the Lord thy God I " 

Approach, ye rich ! who think that 
happiness can only be companion to 
wealth, that ostentation alone confers 
enioyment : Ye, who, tutored in the 
school of presumption, make your 



faith subordinate to your reason; who 
break the Sabbath, because your 
boasted wealth, your wide- spread 
commerce, your loans and securities, 
demand your care : — Approach the 
humble board of this, by you disre- 
garded, man $ and learn there that 
the happiness of wealth and of power 
is far eclipsed b^ that of reUgion. 
For what those impart is adventi- 
tious, what this bestows is real; 
those depend on circumstances and 
fluctuations, whilst this depends but 
on itself ; those are accompanied by 
care, embittered by anxiety, whilst 
this spreads tranquillity around, and 
cheers the mind with peace. O, 
that ye would approach and let your 
boasted reason profit by the lesson 
^ou here behold ! Then it would be 
impressed on your minds, that, 
whilst wealth and power forsake you 
at the tomb, rblig-ioxN there receives 
you, and with its consoling radiance 
illumines the road to anotner and a 
better world. 



(To be continued,) 



IL METAPHYSICS AND PHILOSOPHY OF THE RABBIES. 

Sephcr Ikkarim : "book op principles." 
(Continwd from page 7S.) 



division II.— chapter I. 

It is an old subiect of controversy 
between philosophers, whether the 
existence of animate beings is acci- 
dental, or owing to a quality pro- 
perly belonging to them : But the 
expression, existence, which we ap- 
ply to the Deity, cannot possibly 
come under either of these defini- 
tions. It cannot be accidental ; as 
He (blessed be He !) is not susceptible 
of accidents^ as we shall hereafter 
demonstrate, nor can it be any qua- 
lity properly belonging to him, other 
than his own essence ; as, if it were 
such, the Divine Being would be 
composed of essence and polity, 
which cannot be the case. Conse- 
quently, the term/* existence,** as ap- 
plied to the Deity, does not denote 
any other thing or quality than his 

• Hospitality, at all times a sacred and 
pleasing duty to the Israelite, is doubly so 
on the Sabbath and feast days. 



essence alone, which is utterly hid- 
den from, and altogether incouceiv- 
able to, us. The desire to become 
acquainted with this essence, led to 
the prayer of our teacher, Moses, of 
blessed memory; when he said, 
"Shew me, I beseech thee, thy 
glory I " (Exodus xxxiii. 18. ;) but 
the reply he received was, "Thou 
canst not see my face : For man 
cannot behold me and live : " which 
latter expression, as our Rabbies 
expounded, denotes that even the 
angelic beings, called the Umnp ones, 
who surround the throne of glory, 
cannot contemplate his essence ; 
which, therefore, is known but to him- 
self alone. Such being the case, 
the question may arise. How can 
belief in the existence of the Deity 
be made an essential principle of 
Divine laws, when no one but him- 
self can conceive that existence? 
Our answer is : That this existence 
of the Deitv, on which the Divine 
laws are founded, and altogether 
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dependent^ may be conceived by 
means of the different beings which 
emanate from Him, their great First 
Cause and Origin ; and, from the 
, perfection of these His works, man 
may, and is permitted to, form an 
opinion of the infinitely greater per- 
fection of the Deity, which, by any 
other means, would be alike un- 
utterable to the tongue of man as 
incomprehensible to his mind. In 
this sense, David says, " Bless the 
Lord, O my soul I O Lord, my God, 
thou art exceeding great : Thou art 
clothed with majesty and glory I" 
(Psalm civ. 1.) His meaning is : Thou, 
O Lord my God, in thy essence and 
perfection art so exceedingly great, 
that my mind cannot conceive thee. 
But the works which emanate from 
thee are the reflection of thy ma- 
jesty and glory; and, as it were, 
the robe in which thy incomprehen- 
'sible self is enveloped, and from 
them we know thy existence and 
perfection. In pursuance of this 
idea, David no longer attempts to 
speak of the Deity, but begins to 
enumerate his works. Thus the per- 
fection of the- artist is known by his 
productions ; not only when he 
works in a noble material, but like- 
wise when in a baser one ; nor is he 
less to be admired when his master- 
ly skill bestows its impression on 
the commonest metal, than if the 
same art had been employed on 
gold. Such is likewise the opinion 
of Aristotle, in his work. Animal 
Hist., (lib. xi.,) where he blames the 
ancient sages who thought it be- 
neath their dignity to treat of such 
animate beings as spring from effer- 
vescence or putrefaction, but con- 
fined their researches and observa- 
tions to such only as are produced by 
other living animals. Aristotle, on 
the contrary, maintains, and very 
justly, that these offsprings of pu- 
trefaction possess the same claims 
on our attention as those of a nobler 
origin ; not on their own account 
certainly, but on account of the 
wondrous powers of the Deity, 
who called them into existence as 
he did all his other creatures. 
Therefore, David, expressing his 
admiration of the Divine works, 
says, " Thou coverest thyself with 
light as a garment." (Psalm civ. 2.) 



BjT this he intends to express the 
spiritual intelligences, which, in the 
language of Holy Writ, are called 
light or fire. *'Thou spreadest the 
heavens like a curtain ! " This de- 
notes the astral world : And accord- 
ingly he enumerates the glorious 
and wonderful works of the starry 
sky, that are visible .'far above us, 
and the matchless order of nature, 
the chain of created beings, and of 
their preservation. David then pro- 
ceeds to mention the lunar and pla- 
netary influences as extending to, 
and benefiting, the inferior creation, 
to which he next directs his atten- 
tion in the words, ** O Lord, how 
manifold are thy works ; in wisdom 
thou hast made them all : The earth 
is full of thy riches ! The great and 
wide sea, wherein are things creep- 
ing innumerable; both small and 
great animals. There go the ships ; 
there is that Leviathan, which thou 
hast created to gambol therein. All 
these look up to thee that* thou 
mayest grant their food in due sea- 
son. Thou givest them ! they gather. 
Thou openest thy hand; they are 
satisfied with good.' Thou hidest 
thy countenance; they are terror- 
struck. Thou ^ withorawest their 
breath ; they cease to live, and re- 
turn to their dust. Thou sendest 
forth thy spirit; they are created 
again, and thou renewest the face 
of the earth ] " (Psalm civ. 24—30.) 
Large or small, they are alike his 
works; share alike his bounty; 
his paternal providence extends to 
the reptile as to the Leviathan ; and 
even to those ofliprings of putrefac- 
tion, which, as Aristotle says, hu- 
man pride once thought beneath its 
notice. This fulness of creation, 
the happiness assigned to each crea- 
ture, and the constant succession of 
the generations of each species, in- 
duced the sacred singer to excLaim, 
** The glory of God endmreth for ever. 
He rejoiceth in all his works !" (Psalm 
civ. 31.) In the same sense our Bab- 
bies say in the Perek Shira,* " What 
do reptiles say? (in praise of the 
Deity) * The glory of God endureth 

• The Rabbies say that every created being 
offers its homage to its Creator, and they 
allegoricaUy assign to each a verse of Holy 
Writ, analogous to its nature and instincts. 
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for ever. He rejoiceth in all his 
works." The meaning of the Rab- 
bies is, when man sees these the 
meanest of animate beings, and re- 
flects on the wondrous powers of 
the Deity, — ^which are not more ex- 
erted in the creation of the huge 
and sagacious elephant, than in the 
scarce-visible maffgot, — he exclaims, 
" The glory of God is fjiUy and in- 
imitably displayed even in these; 
and though neither, as individuals 
nor as a species, their purpose is 
other than ephemeral, neverthe- 
less, even their short-lived existence 
is not barren of joys." Thus, then, 
we see that David, in an ode which 
opens with a solemn invocation to 
his soul to praise the Lord, at once 
gives up the attempt to define His 
existence abstractedly, and confines 
himself to a recital of His won- 
drous works ; as these only make 
known to us the Divine existence. 
And being thus known to us, as 
fully as our powers of conception will 
permit, we say, in reply to the ques- 
tion started at the beginning of this 
chapter, that it is on the strength of 
this knowledge, derived from the 
proper contemplation of the Divine 
works, that we can, and do, consider 
the existence of the Deity as an 
essential principle of the Divine laws, 
although we are not acquainted 
with, and cannot conceive or define, 
the essence of that existence. 

CHAPTER II. 

All active workers or agents, that 
are known to us, belong to one of 
two classes: 1. They either work 
from innate and absolute necessity, 
without any volition of their own. 
Or, 2. They act according to their 
own will and intention. Of the first 
kind are the merely physical agents, 
such as fire which warms, or light 
which shines ; not according to any 
will or intention of its own, but from 
the innate necessity of exercising its 
agency whenever an object proper 
to that exercise is exposed to it, 
like fuel to fire ; nor is it in the 
power of either to withhold or to 
alter the effects of its agency. This 
limitation it is, however, impossible 
to apply to Deity ; of whom it can- 
not oe supposed that he acts from 
the constraint of inherent necessity, 



or otherwise than with free-will and 
intention. We must, consequently, 
assume that the Deity, like all other 
intellectual agents, acts freely and 
according to nis own volition ; but 
this assumption has likewise its dif- 
ficulties — as the word will or voli- 
tion can only be applied to him who 
effects a something at a certain time, 
which previously he had not the will 
to effect — and could not be called 
volition, if he never could alter his 
will. Therefore he only can be con- 
sidered as possessing volition who 
has the power to change his will ac- 
cording to the inducement which 
causes him so to do : Whereas it is 
impossible that absolute unity should 
be operating, and likewise operated 
on, by an inducement. Of the Deity 
it cannot be said, that he is subject 
to a mutation of purpose, or to any 
inducement, external or internal, as 
otherwise he would be *a composite 
of that by which he operates and 
that which operates on him. And as 
this cannot be assumed, the conse- 
quent conclusion is, that he does 
not operate according to will, as 
volition pre-supposes a change of 
purpose. Moreover, whoever wills 
a thing has a want of that thing, 
and desires at a certain time to have 
or to do that which previously he 
did not desire to have or to do. In 
like manner he who chooses one 
thing out of two, because he gives 
it the preference, has a want of the 
object of his choice before he 
chooses. As thus we cannot main- 
tain, that the Deity acts either from 
inherent necessity or according 
to volition, the question still is. Of 
what kind is the agency or working 
which we ascribe to him ? We have 
somewhere met with the assertion. 
That the Deity (blessed be He !) 
works with will and intention ; but 
that, nevertheless, volition and 
choice in him are not recent, but 
have been from all eternity ; so that, 
though creation took place at a cer- 
tain time, it was not in consequence 
of any newly-arisen volition, but in 
conformity to the eternal will of the 
Deity, and at such precise time as 
that will decreed. Some of our 
Rabbles appear to have entertained 
a similar opinion with respect to 
creation, when . they say, " God 
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made a compact with the works of 
creation. With the sea, that it was 
in after-times to divide to permit the 
passage of the Israelites. With the 
fire, that it was not to consume Han- 
aniah, Mishael, and Azariah/' &c. 
By this it would appear that they 
intend to say, it is incoirect to sup- 
pose that any miracle talces place in 
consequence of a will newly adopted 
by the Deity ; but that it results from 
his general purpose, and the determi- 
nation from all eternity that at a certain 
time such an event was to take place. 
But on mature reflection, we think 
such cannot have been the mean- 
ing of our Rabbles, for that opinion 
cannot be sustained : The expression 
eternal will is logically incorrect ; for 
whatever is eternal is of inherent ne- 
cessity, absolute and unconditional, 
and no longer wiJl or volition, which 
is freely adopted. The question, 
therefore, remains for us to decide : 
At the time when creation took place 
or any miracle was effected, was it 
in the Divine power to have deferred 
either of these events or not? If 
we assume that He then had this 
power, the expression eternal wiU at 
once becomes void of meaning ; be- 
cause his not deferring it, was not 
owing to his will being eternal, but 
to the fact that, at the time, his will 
was to do that which, had ;his will 
been different, he had it in his power 
not to do or defer. But if, on the 
contrary, we deny Him that power, 
then He no longer 'acts according to 
his own volition, but from an in- 
herent necessity; because, had he 
actually been minded to defer this 
certain event, at the time it occurred, 
he could not. This would extend to 
all his works and wonders, which 
would be predetermined from all 
eternity, and could neither be de- 
layed, altered, nor controlled. But 
if such were the case, man would be 
more perfect in his sphere of opera- 
tion than the Deity is in his ; as the 
free-will of the former gives him 
the power to do a thing or the con- 
trary ; for instance, to make a table 
black or white, as and when he likes ; 
whereas the Deity would be limited 
to one certain course, according 
to the decree of his eternal will. 
Far be it from us to entertain 
any such idea. Omnipotence knows 



no limit, stnd is fettered by no re- 
straint. 

CHAPTER V. 

The definition of human will is, 
the arising, in the worker or agent, 
of a something which induces him 
to do what, previous to the existence 
of the inducement, he had not the 
will to do. But those philosophers 
spoke most unworthily of the Deity, 
who, on the strength of that defini- 
tion, asserted it to be impossible that 
He, (blessed be He !) ^should act ac- 
cording to will or intention. Such 
an assertion completely rejects all 
Divine laws; for if He acts not ac- 
cording to his own free-will, it is 
impossible that he should at any one 
time act more directly or decidedly 
than at all other times. This would 
lead us to believe in the eternity of 
matter and of the universe, and to 
deny all the miracles in the Law of 
Moses. Prayers would avail nothing 
in the hour of need ; the practice of 
piety and penitence (would be with- 
out aim or object ; and whatever is 
commanded or recommended by the 
law, becomes worthless and super- 
fluous. But, in addition to these 
frightful consequences, such an as- 
sertion is contrary to the researches 
and dictates of reason: as innate 
impriessions tell us that the Deity 
must be perfect, and therefore free 
from every thing derogatory to that 
perfection. Accordingly the Pro- 
phet says, *' His eyes are too pure 
to see wrong ; he cannot behold 
evil." (llabak. i. 13.) It is impos- 
sible to ascribe to Him any im- 
perfection. But he that acts with- 
out volition is imperfect, as he 
is not a free agent. And though we 
say, " The tire burns, the light illu- 
minates, the sword kills," (as if they 
did it of their own accord,) such ex- 
pressions are only figures of speech ; 
for he only is in reality an agent who 
acts according to his own free-will, 
and to him only can the expres- 
sion *' to act " be properly applied ; 
whereas the fire, the light, the 
sword, are not free agents, but obey 
the will of another who works in 
them^ and whose instruments they 
are. This is illustrated by the Pro- 
phet when he says, " Woe ! Assur, 
rod of mine anger ! the staff in his 
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band is mine indignation. I will 
send him against a hypocritical peo- 
ple, and against the people of my 
wrath will I give him a charge." 
** Howbeit he considers it not so ; 
neither does his heart think it ; but 
he saith» By the strength of mj hand 
have I done it, and oy my wisdom, 
for I am pnident ! Shall the axe 
boast of itself against him that 
heweth therewith ? Should the saw 
magnify itself against him that useth 
it ? " &e. (Isaiah v. 15.) The differ- 
ence here pointed out between the 
Deity and his rod the Assyrian, is 
that of the real agent and his instru- 
ment ; for, whatever acts not by its 
own vrill, is but an instrument. And, 
therefore, such an imputation upon 
the Deity is blasphemy, because it 
degrades his power below that of 
finite humanity; as man has a 

£owcr of free agency which the 
^eity, according to this hypothesis, 
has not. Such sophisms cannot 
for an instant be entertained ; nor 
can the decided conclusion be any 
other than that He acts according to 
his own free-will and intention. 
But, in order to solve the difficulties 
of the preceding chapters, we say : 
If his will and choice be like that of 
man ; namely, that volition in him 
is produced, as it is in man, by a 
change of purpose or desire; such 
difficulties would appear well-found- 
ed : But as his choice and will bear 
no relation whatever to that of man ; 
all difficulties raised on the supposi- 
tion of their similarity, and all the 
conclusions thence deduced, are to- 
tally unfounded. His will is the result 
of His omniscience and of his omni- 
potence; and as these are infinite, and 
not like human science and potency, 
his will is consequently not like ours. 
And as his omniscience and omnipo- 
tence are not independent of His 
existence, but essential to Him; 
these, like His essence, are so 
completely hidden from and in- 
comprehensible to us, that, when we 
say, ** He is omnicient,"our meaning 
merely is, that He is not ignorant of 
anything; and when we speak of 
his volition, our meaning is only 
that His actions do not result from 
absolute ' and inherent necessity. 
Thtis aD our definitions are negative ; 
but we cannot conceive either His 



wisdom or His will, so as to arrive at 
any positive definition. And if the 
question should still be persisted in, 
*' How does He become induced to 
change His non- volition for volition?'' 
we may retort, by asking another 
question : How comes His knowledge 
to alter from something which is not 
^et, to a something which actually 
18 ?" As, for instance. He knows any 
particular man before he was bom, 
and he knows him afterwards, dur- 
ing his actual existence. This would 
imply an altered state of knowledge 
corresponding to the transition from 
what IS not yet to what actually is. 
There are no means of solving this, 
except by saying, that His know- 
ledge is not like unto ours, which 
•arises with and .from the events 
around us. For, should we not say 
this, we fall into the error of imput- 
ing to the Deity limited faculties, or 
of maintaining, that he does not 
know his creatures or the passing 
events, individually, but generally ; 
and that he did not know Moses, 
for instance, during his existence, 
better than before or after : And 
were we to maintain that his know- 
ledge undergoes no change, we must 
likewise maintain that He knows not 
things that are contrary to each 
other. But it is more consonant to 
reason to say> that His knowledge 
resembles His wisdom. And as the 
latter is essential to Him, in like 
manner His knowledge is not inde- 
pendent of His existence, but is part 
of His essence, and as such completely 
hidden and inconceivable to us. 
Thus, His knowledge, His will, and 
His power are alike incomprehensi- 
ble; we cannot define them; nor 
do we know any thing respecting 
Him but that He acts, knows, if 
wise and perfect, in a most wonder, 
ful manner. Therefore, knowing, 
as we do, that a free and perfect 
agent acts by volition, we say, He 
acts in like manner; and, though we 
have not the capacity to comprehend 
how or of what kind are His know- 
ledge and will, yet we do know the 
volition is not, with Him, the result 
of altered intentions, because this 
would be an imperfection. In this 
sense the Prophet says, "For my 
thoughts are not as your thoughts, 
nor your ways like unto mine. For 
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as the heavens are higher than the 
earth so are my ways higher than 
your ways, aad my thoughts than 
yours. For as the rain cometh down 
and the show from heaven, and re- 
turneth not thither, hut watereth the 
earth, and maketh it bring forth and 
bud, that it may give seed to the 
sower and bread to the eater; so 
shall my word be that goeth forth 
out of my mouth ; it shall not return 
unto me void, but it shall accom- 
plish that which I please, and it 
shall prosper whereto I send it." 
(Isaiah liii. 8 — 11.) The contem- 
poraries of the Prophet said, " How is 
it possible that the Deity should 
decree any resolution, and after- 
wards be induced bv human -peni^ 
tence to alter his will into non-voli- 
tion ? " And they came to the 
conclusion, that whatever happens 
is the result of inherent necessity. 
The Prophet, therefore, says, " Do 
penance!/* For His ways are not 
like yours ; for as there is no com- 
parison between the relative height 
of the heavens and that of the earth, 
so, likewise, there is none between 
His ways and yours. ''As the rain 
cometh down, and the snow, from 
heaven, and retumeth not," so, like- 
wise, the word of God does not devi- 
ate from its purpose ; and, although 
he permits penance to interpose with 
the doom pronounced, yet there is 
no change of intention. 

CHAPTER IV. 

We have already explained in our 
first division, that the law of Moses 
commences with the history of the 
creation, in order to teach us the 
existence of the Creator, as what is 
there said, and the process of crea- 
tion, from possible into actual being, 
is a proof of the existence of the 
agent by whom it was produced ; 
and its being gradually called into 
being on six successive days, proves 
that it took place, according to plan 
and intention, at stated times, in 
conformity to the decree of his wis- 
dom. And though he might have 
completed creation at once, he ne- 
vertheless employed a certain space 
of time for that purpose ; which is 
an evident proof that he created with 
a particular design. In this sense 
our Rabbles, of blessed memory. 



said, (Treatise, Aboth, fol. 2,) ** The 
world was created through ten say- 
ings of the Deity. Why was it not 
created by means of one command 
only ? To punish evil-doers who 
•pervert the order of the world that 
was created bv these ten sayings, 
and to rewara the righteous who 
confirm that order.'' Their mean- 
ing is, that, as the creation took place 
at successive times, and by means of 
successive commands, it is a proof 
that it was intentional ; and, there- 
fore, punishments mav await the 
evil-doer, and rewards tne righteous, 
which could not be the case if the 
world be not created according to 
the free-will and intention of God. 
This order of gradual creation, at 
successive times, likewise proves the 
natural seniority which some creatures 
have before others; so that each 
was called into being in due time, to 
assign to it the place due to its na- 
ture in the universal scale of .per- 
fection, and therefore it is said of 
each of them, '' And God saw it was 
good.*' By this process of creation 
from possible into actual being, a 
rational proof of the existence of the 
Deity may be deduced in the follow-^ 
ing manner : We see objects capa- 
ble of existence proceeding into actu- 
al being ; but this process absolutely 
requires an external influence to give 
it activity, for were such influence 
internal and no obstacle existing 
to impede the process, then these 
objects would not at any time have 
been in a state merely capable of ex- 
istence, but would always have en- 
joyed actual being. Should we say, 
that the influence was internal, but 
that some obstacle impeded the pro- 
cess which had to be removed : In 
that case, whatever removed such 
obstacle is the actual cause of the 
process from capability of existence 
mto actual being. And we go on to 
say, this internal influence, which 
was the cause of possible existence 
and likewise of actual being, either 
was an obstacle in the way of its 
own operation; or the relation be- 
tween* the producer and the produced 
was' defective, and, as soon as that 
defect was remedied, its power of 
production became active. But each 
of these hypotheses requires the aid 
either of a remover of the obstacle 



Digitized by 



Google 



90 



METAPHYSICS AND PHILOSOPHY OP THE BABBIES. 



or of the curer of the' defect ; nor can 
we cease our researches until at last 
we arrive at the real and fundamen- 
tal Cause of all existence, in whom 
there is nothing merely capable of 
beinff, but ever^ thing actually is. 
For if any thing in Him were merely 
capable of being, that would imply 
doubt, or a possibility of what may 
or may not be, which again would 
require an external influence to give 
prevalence to one possibility above 
the other. And in that case this last 
influence would be that real and fun- 
damental Cause of universal exist- 
ence, in whom there is nothing 
merely capable of being, who can 
meet .with no obstacle, but irhose 
simple will accomplishes all his 
piurposes, which are absolute ; and 
it would be wrong to suppose that 
first and fundamental Cause to be 
material, as all matter has an exist- 
ence merely conditional or possible ; 
whereas the existence of this First 
Cause is inherent, absolute, and un- 
conditional. It is likewise clear that 
He is essentially distinct from all 
his productions. And this Being, — 
thus essentially distinct, within 
whom there is nothing doubtful or 
merely possible, but who promotes 
every thing from the mere capability 
of existence into actual being, — He 
it is whom we call God. (Blessed be 
He !) From these premises it is 
further proved that He is one; as 
whatever is essentially absolute can- 
not have number applied to it ; for 
tlie producer must be one, ^whilst 
every other number can be applied 
only to what is produced. The Be- 
ing, then, of whom we speak, and 
in whom there is nothing merely 
possible. He is the absolute producer 
and not produced ; for, the existence 
of whatever is produced is condi- 
tional, and therefore merely possi- 
ble, as it depends on the act of an- 
other. It is moreover proved, that 
He is independent of time ; for were 
He thus dependent, his existence 
would merely be that of any given 
or certain period, and, consequently, 
conditional or possible. And lastly, 
it is proved that He is perfect ; for 
if he were not so, he could not pro- 
duce that perfectiop which is observ- 
able throughout all his works, as it 
is said in Holy Writ, " The Rock ! 



whose work is perfect." (Deutero- 
nomy xxxii. 4.) This is the proof 
of the existence of the Deity, which 
reason deduces from the. history of 
creation, as related in the law of 
Moses. 

CHAPTER V. 

This essential principle, the ex- 
istence of the Deity, has, however, 
other and further reasonable proofs, 
which Rabenu Moses bar Maimon 
adduces in the second volume of his 
work, More Nebochim, ** the Guide 
of the Perplexed," which we here 
intend concisely to investigate, in 
order to point out to the attention 
of the searcher such of ^he proofs 
as are positive, and such others as 
are questionable One of them rests 
on an axiom of Aristotle, namely : 
** If we find a something composed 
of two substances, and we likewise 
find one of these substances separ- 
ately, and not in a composite state, 
it is certain that we must likewise 
find the other in a similar state of 
separation ; for if their being com- 
posite in matter and form is abso- 
lutely requisite to their existence, 
neither of them could be found in a 
separate state, and severed from the 
other. The separate existence of 
one of these substances is conse- 
quently a satisfactory proof, that 
composition is not indispensable to 
its existence; and that if one of 
them can and does exist by itself, 
so must likewise the other. Thus, 
if we meet with a condiment com- 
posed of honev and vinegar, (sweet 
and sour,) and subsequently by any 
means we meet with one of these 
substances, say honey, by itself, we 
are certain that we must likewise 
find the second, vinegar, by itself. 
Erco, we find things that impart 
and receive motion at the same time. 
We likewise find a something that 
receives motion, but does not im- 
part it : It is, therefore, a necessary 
consequence that there must like- 
he a some One who imparts motion, 
but does not receive it: And this 
some One must be the great First 
Cause. But this proof is not ten- 
able, as the conclusion does not ne- 
cessarily follow, because we find one 
of two composites by itself, that we 
must likewise find the other in a 
similar state; for we find man a 
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being composed of animate and in- 
tellectual parts. We find other be- 
ings possessed of animate, but not 
of intellectual, parts; but we can- 
not find beings who are intellectual 
but not animate, unless it should be 
maintained that angels are such. 
But though they are intellectual, and 
have nothing material, are, not 
nourished, and are impalpable, (which 
three are the tokens of animation,) 
nevertheless, these angelic beings 
are animate. And, moreover, we 
can say, that though we find beings 
composed of body and life, or veget- 
ables composed of stem and growth, 
we may find' the body without life, 
or the stem without growth, but we 
cannot find life distinct from the 
body, or growth distinct from the 
stem; consequently, the axiom of 
Aristotle is not tenable or conclu- 
sive. Accordingly, Maimonides him- 
self did not rely on this as a suffi- 
cient proof of the existence of the 
Deity, but adduced another which 
is truly incontrovertible. He says, 
"All beings are unavoidably subject 
to one of three cases : Either they are 
all not produced and not mortal, or all 
are produced and mortal, or a part of 
them are produced and mortal, and 
another part not." The evidence of 
our senses proves it to be untrue, 
that all beings are unproduced and 
immortal, as we see many become 
produced and many others perish. 
The evidence* of our reason proves 
that it cannot be true that all beings 
are produced and mortal ; for if it is 
possible that all beings can perish, 
it may become possible that all do 
perish, without leaving even one to 
maintain existence against non-ex- 
istence; which we are convinced 
cannot be the case. The necessary 
consequence, therefore, is, that there 
must be some Being not produced, 
or within the remotest degree of 
possible mortality, in order that He 
may maintain ^the continuation and 
existence of such beings as are pro- 
duced and perishable, against Jion- 
existence. The existence of this 
unproduced and imperishable Being 
must be absolute, not merely possi- 
ble and conditional ; and his being 
thus absolute is inherent, and there ^ 
fore he is God, (blessed be He !) who 
giveth existence to all beings that 



are produced and mortal ; without 
Him there is nothing in existence, 
whilst He himself is neither pro- 
duced nor perishable. This last 
proof adduced by Maimonides is 
perfect and incontrovertible, and is 
therein distinguished from the first 

Sroof which we adduced, that it 
oes not, like it, demonstrate the 
existence of the Deity from his 
works only, but from his own es- 
sential being. It further proves 
that He is not material, for we have 
already demonstrated that His ex- 
istence *is inherent, absolute, and 
unconditional ; whereas all matter 
is composite, and, therefore, merely 
possible and conditional, — as the 
composition, which is the cause of 
its existence, is altogether dependent 
on the union of parts, and conse- 

?uently on an external influence, 
t further proves the absolute unity 
of God ; as it is not possible there 
should be two beings, having equally 
the same absolute existence without 
composition ; for there would be in 
each one that which constitutes ab- 
solute and inherent existence, and 
which alone is the cause that separ- 
ates Him from whatever is external 
to Him ; and as this cause of separa- 
tion would not exist between these 
two equal beings, the Deity Jwould 
be composed of two parts, which, 
as we before demonstrated, cannot 
be possible. Moreover, it proves 
that He is independent of time ; as 
whatever is dependent thereon is 
subject to alteration ; to effect which 
there must be an acting cause; 
whereas the Being, whose existence 
is inherent, absolute, and uncondi- 
tional, is not subject to any external 
cause, and cannot at once be the alterer 
and altered ; as, were such the case, 
there would be in Him two particles : 
1. Active, causing, and, 2. Passive, 
undergoing, the alteration; which 
again would render him composite ; 
and that, as we repeatedly have 
stated, He cannot be. And, lastly, 
it is proved that he must be perfect, 
as otherwise he would require some 
aid to supply his deficiencies ; and 
as he would thus be dependent on an 
external influence, which, from that 
very dependence, is superior to him, 
His existence would no longer be 
inherent, absolute, and uncondition- 
N 2 



Digitized by 



Google 



92 



COMMENTARIES ON HOLT WRIT. 



al. These two proofs, deduced from 
His works and from His own essen- 
tial being, are so fall and satisfac- 



tory, as not to permit any doubt to 
remain respecting the existence of 
the Deity. 



(To be continued.) 



HI. COMMENTARIES ON HOLY WRIT. 

(Continued from page 80.^ 

In the beginning Ood created the heavens ^pHTT riM*) a^^ the earth. And the earth 
was imt, Snn, shapeless and heterogeneous ; TOTD, and darkness was on the sur- 
face of the a^rm deep. And the rm Ruach of Elohim hovered over the fece 
of D*on the waters. And God said, Let there be 1'lW light : And there was 
Ught. And God saw the light that it vras good : And God divided the light from 
the darkness. And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. 
And it was evening and it was morning one day." (Genesis i. 1 — 5.) 

filled the Tabernacle." And "the 
glory of God," which is so frequently 
mentioned as appearing at the taber- 



SoME commentators, 'connecting 
this light, with the darkness, of 
which we spoke before, say, that 
it is not the light which meets 
the human eye, and which, however 
subtile, is physical ; but they assert, 
that it signi^es a peculiar and spi- 
ritual light, which is often called 
fire, by the Prophets: as in the 
vision of Ezekiel, i. 4 : "A fire, in- 
folding itself, and a radiance about 
it; " before which, when he saw it, 
he prostrated himself. This is the 
fire before which Moses hid his face. 
(Exodus iii. 4.) This it was which 
shone on mount Sinai, when *' the 
Lord descended upon it in fire." 
(Exodus xix. 18.) This likewise 
shed its radiance on the face of 
Moses. (Exodus xxiv. 29.) This fire 
consumed Nadab and Abihu, when 
there went out fire from before the 
Lord and devoured them *. and they 
died before the Lord." (Leviticus x. 
2.) And it is the same ** fire " which 
" came out from the Lord, and con- 
sumed upon the altar the burnt of- 
fering and the fat." (Leviticus ix. 24.) 
This fire, is likewise called " the 
glory of the Lord ; " as, in Exodus 
xi. 34 : " And the glory of the Lord 



nacle, and which filled the temple^ 
(1 King viii. 10,) is this same fire, 
which likewise descended from hea- 
ven at the call of Elijah on Mount 
Carmel, (2 Kings i. 1-15,) and of 
which Daniel speaks as " a fiery 
stream, which issued and came forth 
from Him." (vii. 10.) 

This superior light is the first 
emanation of the Deity ; as is stated 
in Schemoth Rabba, chapter xv : 
" Moses wrote many things ob- 
scurely which David subsequently 
expounded. Thus Moses tells us, 
that the light was ^called into exist- 
ence after the creation of heaven 
and earth. (Genesis i. 1-3.) But 
David expounds this 4o us in the 
hundred and fourth Psalm, verse 2 : 
' He girds himself with light as 
with a robe, and spreads the heavens . 
as a carpet.* Thus light seems to have 
preceded heaven and earth. This is 
the superior light of which * God saw 
it was good ; ' and which is the light 
reserved for the righteous in the 
world to come." 



Akedath Itzchack : ** ligation of isaac." 
BV RABBI ISAAC BEN MOSES. (ARAMA.) 



And God said — In the Treatise 
il6o/A,(cap. 5,) we find "the world was 
created by ten sayings of the Deity. 
Why was it not created by one sin- 
gle saying ? The answer is. It was 
created by ten sayings, in order that 
evil-doers may be punished who per- 
vert the order of the world that was 
thus created, and to reward the 



righteous who confirm that order." 
The meaning of the Medrash is, 
** that each saying of the Deity, with 
that part of creation which it called 
into existence, shows the gradual 
progress of that work; and the 
question therefore is. Why was that 
work not completed at once ? so 
that instead of being guided l)y the 
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order then laid down, which we call' 
nature, the continuation of the world 
might be equally wonderful as at its 
creation ; and if at any time some- 
thing beyond the ordinary supplies 
of nature were required, either by 
the world generally, or any part 
thereof, it might at once be found 
without any other previous cause, 
except the instantaneous will of the 
Creator." Thus the general and 
constant order of universal govern* 
ment would be under the control 
of a better nature, or of a special 
and individual providence, such as 
protected the Israelites during their 
forty years' wanderings in the desert, 
where their wants were supplied in a 
supernatural manner ; as it is said : 
"Your clothes are not waxen old 
upon you» and your feet are not 
swelled : Ye have not eaten bread, 
neither have ye drunk wine or strong 
drink." (Deut. xxix. 5, 6.) When 
they hungered, their food rained down 
from heaven; when they thirsted, 
their drink sprung from out of the 
naked rock : the cloud of glory 
shaded them against the noontide 
heat of the burning desert : And 
thus a special providence watched 
over and supplied their wants. That 
which was possible to the Deity during 
a certain space of time and towards 
a particular people, it is equally in 
his powjer to bestow at all times, and 
on all the nations of the earth. It 
is, therefore, not the want of power 
which induces the Deity to withhold 
the continual exercise of this miracu- 
lous providence; but it is. the fact, 
that such exercise would put an end 
to merit and demerit, by depriving 
man's free-will of its scope and acti- 
vity, and, consequently, precluding 
him from deserving either the reward 
or the punishment of a future state ; 
which alone is, to man, 'the real end 
and aim of creation. If this super- 
natural supply were accidental, man 
would fall into the snares of Atheism ; 
for he would no longer see the rela- 
tion between cause an(^' effect, and 
would therefore eventually deny the 
existence of the great First Cause. 
Should, on the contrary, a special 
providence watch over the wants of 
every individual, be he righteous or 
wicked. God-fearing or not, so that 
each, without any distinction, would 



be supplied with whatever be wants, 
then there would be no incentive to 
the practice of piety and virtue, as 
this universal equality would lead 
men to suppose, either that the 
Deity makes no difference between 
the good and the bad ; or that He 
comprises all mankind in one general 
glance ; and this^belief would induce 
them to give an unbridled play to 
their 'evil passions, as .*they would 
say, "It is useless to serve God ; 
wnat 'avails it to observe his sta- 
tutes ? " Thus the Prophet said t 
" O Lord, why hast thou made us 
to err from thy ways, and hardened 
our hearts against thy fear ? " (Isaiah 
Ixiii. 17.) But if the special and 
miraculous providence of God be 
confined to the righteous only, so 
that their Wants are supematurally 
supplied ; whilst his countenance is 
altogether withdrawn from the 
wicked ; the forced consequence 
would be, that all would be righteous, 
but without any merit, as such right- 
eousness would flow from the desire 
to enjoy the supplies and happiness 
that the wicked are deprived of. 
Thus in every case, the rewards of 
the righteous and the punishinents of 
the wicked would cease, and man 
would be as the Prophet says, " Thou 
hast made men like the fishes of the 
sea, like reptiles that have no ruler." 
(Habak. i. 14.) Nor would human 
reason then be employed in the 
effort to search into the existence of 
the Deity and to contemplate his 
perfections, by gradually ascending 
in the scale of creation until the 
mind rests on Him the great First 
Cause ; ;r which contemplation and 
preparation enlighten the eye of 
the mentally blind, and *bestow on 
us the supreme happiness of which, 
in our present state, we are capable. 
But as |the creation of the world 
was the result of natural gradation, 
founded on the ten separate com- 
mands of God, and in a succession 
of days, denoting the previous and 
the subsequent ; and as all his works 
have respectively received the matter 
and form appropriate to their na- 
ture, so that one may result from 
another, and be alike cause and ef- 
fect; this alone shows the justice 
of punishment to evil-doers, who per- 
ceive the wondrous order of nature 
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laid down by these ten sayings 
of tbe Deity» and tbe graduated 
scale of creation; but nevertheless 
incline not] their hearts to contem- 
plate the same, and to confess his 
Godhead, although the gates of con- 
templation were most widely opened 
to them, as it is said, " Who knows 
not by idl this that the hand of the 
Lord has done it?*' (Jobzii. 90 And 
from the circumstance of the course 
of nature being laid down and fixed, 
man should l^ impressed with the 
reflection, that, although sometimes 
good is enjoyed without merit, or 
evU endured without guilt, such a^ 
parent incongruity is not to be attri- 
Duted to the Deity, but to the ordi- 
nary results of [the course of nature. 
Such is the reasoning of the wise ' 
Solomon, of blessed memory, when 
he says, '' Because sentence against 
an evil work is not executed speedily, 
therefore the heart of the sons of 
men is fully set in them to do evil. 
Though a sinner do evil an hundred 
times, and his days be prolonged, 
yet surely I know that it shall be 
well with them that fear God, be- 
cause they fear before Him. But it 
shall not be well with the wicked ; 
neither shall he prolong his days, 
which are as a shadow, because he 
feareth not God.'' (Ecclesiastes viii. 
13.) His meaning is, that when the 
wicked prospers, and his punish- 
ment does not speedily visit him, 
men may think, that his protracted 
welfare is the result of his wicked- 
ness ; and therefore Ithey too set 
their hearts on doing the like evil, 
in order that the like prosperity may 
fall to Jtheir share. Solomon, there- 
fore, cautions ' mankind that such 
reasoning is erroneous ; that though 
the evil-doer may escape his punish- 
ment for a time, either through ex- 
treme caution, or because his sins 
have not yet.acquired their full mea- 
sure, so as to take place of the natu- 
raljcauses which, till then, occasioned 
anil preserved his prosperity, never- 
theless his welfare is by no means 
the consequence or recom pence of 
his evil deeds. But with the righte- 
ous the case is different : Their^pros- 
perity is not merely owing to the na- 
tural course of events, but is likewise 
granted to them, and remains with 
ttiern, because they fear the Lord ; 



whilst, though the wicked may enjoy 
the . prosperity which accidentally 
falls to his lot, it is never bestowed 
on him, and remains not with him 
after its accidental cause has ceased, 
because he fears not the Lord. Ac- 
cordingly the wicked who prosper, 
and do not reflect that repeated sins 
may fill the measure of their trans- 
gressions, imtU it takes place of the 
natural causes, which,Hill then, had 
occasioned and preserved their pros- 
perity, are doubly culpable, because 
they pervert that order of creation 
which the ten sayings of the Deity 
laid down ; and which, though they 
could perceive, they inclined not their 
hearts to observe. But the riffhteous, 
whose contemplations ascend up the 
scale of creation through all its de- 
grees, until they confess and receive 
the Deity, obtain the reni^rd due to 
their piety, in abstaining from tempo- 
poral and imaginary advantages 
and enjoyments, although they know 
that their transgressions might not 
be visited with immediate punish- 
ment, [and that the ordinary course 
of nature may, for a time, extend its 
protection to them, as it does to the 
sinner. They, however, rely not on 
this} precarious impunity, but have 
the fear of their Creator before their 
eyes, and obedience to His laws in 
their heart. If they suffer, and mis- 
fortunes befall them, they know that 
their adversity is not decreed as a 
punishment, but that it results from 
the ordinary course of their nature ; 
and that the measure of their merits 
is not sufl&ciently full to take the 
place of the natural causes of their 
adversity. Thus is demonstrated 
the necessity of the gradual progress 
of creation, and the consequent order 
of nature. 

The five verses in the first chapter 
of Genesis, on which, hitherto, we 
have commented, give rise to the 
following questions, and their sub- 
joined answers. 

1. Why was light created before 
the existence of any beings that 
stood in need of it, as the Holy One 
(blessed be He ! ) could not Himself 
require its use ? 

2. WhyJ is not the expression, 
*' And it was so," applied to the 
creation of light, as it is to all the 
other works of creation ? 
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3. Why does Holy Writ first say, 
"God^saw the light that it was 
good," and afterwards, ** God di- 
vided the light from the darkness ? " 
Ought not this order to have been 
inverted, and the division have pre* 
ceded the expression of the Divine 
approbation ? 

4. Why says Holy Writ, " It was 
evening, it was morning, one day ? '* 
Ought not this order to have been 
inverted, as the sim was not yet cre- 
ated, and evening succeeds its set- 
ting? 

5. How can the expression, 
" Evening and morning, one day," 
be at all used before the creation of 
the sun, as night and day are caused 
by its light, and no computation of 
time could take place before its 
existence ? 

6.^ Why is the expression here, 
" One day,"* and not " the first day," 
as is said of the second, third, and 
succeeding days ? 

The answers to these questions 
are as follow : — 

To the first. — ^There are two opi- 
nions respecting light : one, that it 
is spiritual ; and the other, that it is 
physical. According to the first 
opinion, this light is superior to all 
the rest of creation, not only in qua- 
lity, but likewise in time, as from it 
all other beings emanated. Accord- 
ing to the second opinion, the crea- 
tion of light properly takes place of 
all other works, being a decided 
creation of something out of nothing : 
as darkness is but the negation or 
absence of light ; and, as darkness 
ruled the night, light was, according 
to the intention of the Creator, re- 
quired to rule the succeeding portion^ 
day. 

To the second, — ^According to the 
opinion, .that this light is spiritual, 
its terrestrial office was of short du- 
ration, and could not, therefore, be 
properly expressed by the words, 
p tn, "and it was so," as these 
denote it was confirmed and remain- 
ed. According to the opinion that 
light is physical, the words, *' It was 

•The rendering of the authorized ver- 
sion, " The evening and the morning were 
the first day," does not correctly correspond 

(To he continued.) 



so," can only be applied to the 
formation of the matter created on 
the first day, but cannot be applied 
to the positive creation out of no- 
thing. 

To the third. — ^The separation be- 
tween light and shade or darkness 
was instantaneous, and followed the 
words, " Let there be light." The 
immediate illumination which per- 
vaded the universe was good ; but, 
in order to mark the distinction 
between night and day, light was 
confined to one side of the globe, 
whilst shade prevailed on the 
other ; and as these never join, but 
always alternate, they are called 
" divided." 

To the fourth. — ^As it was in the 
plan of the Creator, that the space 
of time He designated should be 
equal to the diurnal evolution. His 
wisdom assigned to darkness the 
portion subsequently called night ; 
and to light that subsequently 
called day : And evening is men- 
tioned first because darkness pre- 
ceded the creation of light. 

To the fifth. — The preceding an- 
swer likewise applies to this ques- 
tion ; for, although the computation 
of time commenced with the creation 
of the sun, the Divine wisdom caused 
that uniformity to be observed which 
subsequently limited the duration 
of day and night to twenty-four 
hours. 

To the sixth. — Commentators say 
the word first can only be used 
where there is a second to succeed ; 
but as the second day was not yet in 
existence, J?r*^ could not be applied 
to its predecessor. This, however, 
does not seem to be a satisfactory 
answer, as there is no future to the 
Deity. But the words, " One day," 
are used, in order to express that 
the computation of time was that of 
one diurnal evolution, and that 
evening and morning were equal to 
what subsequently was called, one 
day J and not merely to denote its 
rank in the succession of days. 



vdth the original, a,^ the word there used is, 
THM, ",one," not *'M»n, " the first." 

* Editor, 



Digitized by 



Google 



96 



IV. MORALITY OF THE TALMUD. 

TREA.TI8E, Sabbath, Folio 148. 



R. Elibzer Bfldtb, " Repent one 
day before thy death." His disciples 
asked of him, ** How can any man 
know the day of his deaths" His 
answer was, " Be penitent to-day, as 
to-morrow thou mayest die ; and if 
thou observe this, thy whole life 
will be such that when the day of 
reckoning cometh, thou wilt be pre- 
pared." And thus Solomon said in 
his Wisdom, "Let thy raiment at 
all times be pure and white, nor let 
ointment be wanting on thy head." 
(Eccles. ix.8.) R. Jochanan ben Sachai 
explained this saying of Solomon in 
a parable : — A king invited his ser- 
vants to a feast, but did not name 
any precise time for their attendance. 
Those among them who were provi- 
dent dressed and ornamented them- 
selves, and stood in waiting at the 
palace gate : '* Because," said they, 
•' the king's palace is not deficient of 
means for the speedy preparation of 
a feast." But those who were fool- 
ish said, " Every feast requires much 
preparation." They consequently 
went about their ordinary occupa- 
tions. Suddenly the summons was 
given to appear before the king. 
The prevident were ushered in, and 
took their appointed places; but 
when the silly entered into the royal 
presence, their garments were soiled, 
as they had no time to get properly 
arrayed. The king rejoiced to see 
the former, and said, ** Ye that are 
fit to sit at my table, partake of my 
feast." But he reproached the 
latter, saying, " Ye that presume to 
come into my presence, all soiled 
and unadorned, ye may stand and 
look on." The son-in-law of R. 
Meir, and in his name, added : 
** How happy would the latter have 
been, were they at all admitted to 
the feast, though but in the servile 
capacity of attendants! But it is 
not so. Both are invited; but, 
whilst the fonner feast in abundance, 
the latter starve in penury ; as it is 
written : * Behold, my servants shall 



eat, but ye shall be hungry : Behold, 
my servants shall drink, but ye shall 
be thirsty : Behold, my servants 
shall rejoice, but ye shall be asham- 
ed : Behold, my servants shall sing 
for joy of heart, but ye shall cry for 
sorrow of heart, and shall howl for 
vexation of spirit.'" (Isaiah Ixv. 
13, 14.) 

The moral which this parable in- 
culcates, — conveyed as it is in that 
simple unassummj? style in which 
the Rabbies generally delivered their 
instruction, and which, from its very 
want of pretension, speaks more di- 
rectly to the heart than any fine 
figures of speech and rhetorical 
flowers possibly, can do, — demands 
our attention on account of the im- 
portant diversity of opinion express- 
ed by R. Jochanan ben Sachsd and 
R. Meir. The former says, that, 
unless man properly prepares him- 
self here, by the practice of virtue, 
piety, and penitence, (which he 
calls, " being dressed, ornament- 
ed, and in waiting at the palace 
gate,") he is not capable of enjoying 
the rewards of a blissful here- 
after; and that the punishment 
of his criminial negligence consists 
in that very incapacity, and in the 
shame and remorse which assail him 
when he beholds the bliss of which 
others enjoy a fulness, but from 
the participation of which he is ex- 
cluded. According to this opinion, 
the punishment of the impenitent 
would be merely negative, and 
would consist only of the incapacity 
to enjoy, and couseauent exclusion 
froni the rewards of the blessed. R. 
Meir, however, goes further, and 
tells us, that, as the reward is posi- 
tive, the punishment is not less so : 
And he supports his opinion, by a 
quotation so strong, so expressive, 
and so ap|)osite, that we fear to 
weaken the impression which it can- 
not fail to make on every reflecting 
mind, by any attempt, on our part, 
at addition or explanation. 
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'. It is needless any further to conti- 
nue the description we have attempt- 
ed. The Israelite whose feelings 
are hallowed hy the Sabbath, with 
its own beatitude and sanctity, needs 
not our faint sketch of its transcend- 
ent realities ; and to him who, un- 
fortunately, is a stranger to such 
feelings, our delineation conveys no 
image. This is what the Talmud 
intends to express when it says, 
(Treatise, Sabbath, fol. 119,)* 'Caesar 
inquired of R. Joshua, the son of 
Chanania, * Why are your Sabbath- 
meats so fragrant?' He answered, 
' We have a spice called Sabbath, 
which seasons them.' 'Give me 
some of that spice,' said Caesar. ' He 
only,* replied R. Joshua, * who ob- 
serves the Sabbath can enjoy its 
fragrance ; but to him that observes 
it not, it yields no odour.' " This 
answer appears inconsistent, and not 
to meet the question ; as, though 
Caesar did not observe the Sabbath, 
he nevertheless discovered and en- 
joyed the fra^prance of the Sabbath- 
meats. But It seems that the whole 
of this conversation is allegorical, 
and that the question asked by Caesar 
really was, ** How can you Jews 
imagine that your corporeal enjoy- 
ments on the Sabbath (which he calls 
meats) can become conducive to the 
nobler delight of the mind ? " (which 
he calls /rar^rancc.) To which R. 
Joshua replies, " Such is the pecu- 
liar influence of the Sabbath, that it 
affords to its observers a foretaste of 
a future state ; and thus ennobles 
those corporeal enjoyments, which, 
without a due recollection of the 
day and of its Founder, degenerate 
into mere gratification of the pas- 
sions." And when Caesar requires 
that the process of feelings by which 
this is occasioned be explamed or 



communicated to him, the Rabbi 
answers, ** I cannot explain to him 
who observes not the Sabbath the 
felicity and delight which it, when 
observed, imparts, and which are in- 
separable from it." 

As all these observances, and the 
delights they afford, are but intended 
to prepare the mind for that which 
is the peculiar occupation of the 
Sabbath, namely, the contemplation 
of the Deity and of a future state, 
we must revert to the first institu- 
tion of the Sabbath, and the words 
made use of in Gen. ii. 1-3 : " Thus 
were completed the heavens, and the 
earth, and all their hosts ; and God 
completed on the seventh day all 
his work which he had made, and 
he rested on the seventh day from 
all his work which he had made. 
And God blessed the seventh day, 
and sanctified the same ; for on that 
dajr he rested from all his work 
which God had created to continue 
working." The words by which 
Holy Writ expresses the institution 
and distinction of the Sabbath are 
D>n!3« l^nn, God blessed, and unp^l,' 
he sanctified, the seventh day." In 
order properly to understand these 
two expressions, it is needful to de- 
fine the precise meaning which the 
words bear, and which we find to be 
twofold, 1. The verb *i*^i, to bless, 
we find used in Holy Writ when it 
is intended to convey the kind wish 
that the welfare of any on# may be 
such as the speaker desires, and in 
a greater (]egree than the person 
blessed already possesses. He to 
whom such wishes are applied and in 
whom they become realized, is called 
im, blessed. As examples, we cite, 
D^rrb« Dn« 1*iin/*And God blessed 
them," (Gen. i. 28,) ^dV n« TlS>l 
" And he Wewed Joseph," (Gp- * 
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xlviii. 15,) bwiu^ *ii- n« i^j^nn n!) 

*' Thus shall ye bless the children of 
Israel," (Numbers vi. 23,) D1!lH yn^, 
** Blessed be Abram of the most 
high God," ^Gen. xiv. 19,) Tinik "J)^^ 
** Blessed art thou," (Deut. xxviii. 
3-6,) Till «^n, " Come . in, thou 
blessed of the Lord." (Gen. xxiv. 31.) 
Numerous other instances might be 
adduced. 2. But it is likewise used 
in a very different sense ; namely, to 
express the feeling of gratitude and 
love entertained towards the Deity, 
to whom man can wish nothing, as 
He (blessed be He !) is already pos- 
sessed of every thing. But to ex- 
press this, the adjective 'p^n, "bless- 
ed," is invariably employed ; as in- 
stances of which, we cite : bi^ ^i^in 
Y\'*b^, *' Blessed be the most high 
God," (Gen. xiv. 20,) nn« Ti'T!!, 
" Blessed be thou. Lord God of Is- 
rael," (1 Chron. xxix. 10,) ^'"'^ 
^n:}, *' Blessed be the glory of God 
from his place." (Ezek. iii. 12.) Other 
passages might be referred to, similar 
in construction. 

The second word is ttnf^, " And 
he sanctified.** This too we find used 
as conveying different meanings. 
Thus, r\m)1p, "holiness, sanctity," 
means, 1. "Purity," in extreme op-, 
position to n«D1to, ** impurity," or 
"uncleanness:"* As, for instance, 

HDtoij D!3ij >n!r»nn "ia?«, "Which i 

have set apart from you as unclean,** 
Dnimp '*b Drrm, "And ye shall be 
holy,** {or pure,) "unto me." (Lev. 
XX. 25, 26.) 2. "Perfection," when 
applied to the Deity : As the three- 
fold WT\p, " holy," in Isaiah vi. 4. 
3. It also means " to prepare :" As 
"inob lunpnn, "Prepare yourselves 
for to-morrow," (Num. xi. 18.) 

Having thus defined the various 
meanings to convey which these two 
words are used in Holy Writ, it re- 
mains to determine which of all 
these sigfiifi cations can be assigned 
to the expression, " God blessed the 

* It is a singfulaT fact that the Hehrew 
MQU cannot be properly translated; bnt 
must, in all other languages, he given by a 
negative phrase, as the Latin impunu, the 
Greek cucaOapros, the English unclean, the 
French invrnonde, the German unrein, the 
Polish nieczyste, the Swedish oreen, the 
Danish orehn, &c., all of which are merely 



seventh day and sanctified it,** in 
Genesis ; or, rather, whether any 
one of them can at all be applied to 
** the seventh day," a portion of 
time, and, as such, incapable of re- 
ceiving a blessing and of being bless- 
ed, or of being either sanctified, per- 
fect, or prepared. The proper un- 
derstandmg of these words, as ap- 
plied to the seventh day, require 
that we should revert to the para- 
bles of Genubah and the Rabbies, 
(page 68,) and we say, that when 
they call the Sabbath " the perfec- 
tion " of the creation, they do not 
intend to bestow that epithet on the- 
certain portion of time called " the 
seventh day," but on the benefits 
conferred on all the beings in the 
universe on that day ; that, after all 
the works of creation were finished, 
the Deity was pleased on that day 
to bestow the full emanation of his 
grace, bounty, and love on all his 
intellectual creatures in a more per- 
fect manner than on any of the pre- 
ceding days on which the work was 
in progress. This full emanation is 
expressed by ^^n^l, "he blessed," 
and unp>1, " he sanctified ;"that is to 
say, as the supreme felicity of intellec- 
tual beings throughout all the degrees 
of creation consists in contemplating 
the Divine perfections, and to in- 
crease in the knowledge and love of 
God, (so as perfectly to cleave to 
him,) according to the degree in 
which he vouchsafes to reveal him- 
self ; and, moreover, this contempla- 
tion as the supreme felicity is the 
acm^ of all n::ll ** Blessing, ** 
and leads to mAlp " purity and ho- 
liness," and consequent perfection, 
according to the degree in which the 
Most Holy (blessed be He!) has 
deigned to permit that they shall be 
attamable; the Sabbath or rest, by 
which that full emanation of grace is 
evidenced, becomes the end and aim 
(or, as the Rabbies calls it, " the 
Bride,**) for the sake of which the 
universe (which they call the chupah 
or "canopy") was created. This 

the negative of clean ; whereas, in Hebrew, 
the word has a positive meaning, the coun- 
ter-sense of nVflD, clean, and the extreme 
counter-sense of «mp, holiness, or purity, 
and denotes a spiritual as well as physical 
state, which, in any other language, we 
want a precise word to express. 
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full emanation of the Divine love 
was conferred on all intellectual 
beings throughout creation : Al- 
though it was an especial token of the 
Divine favour that — when^in after- 
ages the Law of Moses was granted 
to the descendants of the Patriarchs, 
— when the Deity was pleased to 
appoint the seed of Abraham his 
friend, of Jacob his elect, to be his 
own chosen people, — when he sanc- 
tified them by his laws, and proclaim- 
ed them to be a kingdom of priests 
and an holy people, — He then be- 
stowed on them the Sabbath as a 
precious gift out of the Divine trea- 
sury, and vouchsafed to declare that 
this full emanation of the Divine 
love and grace (the Sabbath,) which 
was the perfection of the glorious 
work of creation, should be unto 
the Israelites a sign between them 
and the Great Source of all bless- 
ing and perfection ; that He (blessed 
be He !) granted and permitted 
them, on that day, the free contem- 
plation of Himself and His perfec- 
tion as far as it is possible for the 
human soul to engage in it. This, 
which is the principal observance 
and only occupation of the Sabbath, 
gave rise to the well-known Rabbi- 
nical expression TDtV notyj "enlarge- 
ment of the soul," by which they 
meant, that the contemplative fa- 
culties of the soul are enlarged ; and 
that the truly pious Israefite feels 
within himself a perceptible increase 
of his knowledge and love of the 
Deity, whose grace enables his soul 
to cleave to God with greater ardour 
on the Sabbath than it has the power 
of. doing on any other day : Nor let 
it for an instant be supposed, that 
this assertion of the Rabbies is other- 
wise than in perfect accordance with 
reason and experience. Man, even 
the most pious, remains subject td 
the frailties of humanity, to the 
wants and feelings of our common 
nature. It is therefore not possible, 
that, whilst his attention, in howe- 
ver small a degree, is diverted by the 
mundane cares of the six working 
days, it should possess the same in- 
tenseness as when all its energies 
are confined, as on the Sabbath, to 
one object only, namely, the worship 
most worthy of the Creator. 
We said before, that this full ema- 



nation of the Divine grace was ex- 
tended to all intellectu^ beings ; and 
we now proceed to state, that the 
Sabbath conferred on the Israelites by 
the Deity, — however much an espe- 
cial gift of the Divine favour towards 
them ; and although its observance 
according to the Mosaic law is in- 
cumbent, solely, on them, — is not 
granted them merely for their own 
exclusive benefit ; but that it enters 
into the plans of the Divine Provi- 
dence that this day and its observ- 
ance by Israelites snould, to all other 
nations of the earth, afford as per- 
fect, convincing, and incontroverti- 
ble a proof of the truth of revealed 
religion, and all its 'Sacred and im- 
portant doctrines, as human reason 
can require or conceive. History 
relates, in records, the existence of 
which has been preserved by the 
greatest possible zeal, and with a 
care so scrupulous that their inte- 
grity cannot reasonably be called in 
question, — that an entire nation, 
composed of six hundred thousand 
men, besides women, children, and a 
mixed multitude, that had joined 
them, (after having, by a series of 
supernatural events, been redeemed 
from bondage,) traversed the sea, 
which opened to give them a safe pas- 
sage ; — and that subsequently they 
did, during forty successive years, 
wander about in the arid and sterile 
deserts of Arabia Petraea, where 
(had they been limited to such sup- 
plies as the scene of their wander- 
ings afforded, or as they could have 
carried with them,) they must have 
miserably perished through hunger 
and want. Of this as a fact generally 
known, fully established, and utterly 
indisputable, the Prophet reminds 
the descendants of that nation, nearly 
one thousand years later, when he 
says in the name of the Lord, " I 
will remember the faith of thy 
younger years, the love of thy bri- 
dal state, when thou didst follow me 
in the desert, in a land where seed 
was never sown.*' (Jeremiah ii. 2.) 
The same history further relates, — 
that this nation was saved from the 
horrid fate of starvation ; as it pleased 
the Deity to interpose his special 
Providence, and to send them, dur- 
ing six days in every week, a parti- 
cular nutriment, the like of which 
2 
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bas not before or lince been known ; 
— tbat the supply was so regulated, 
that, whether much or little had 
been gathered, the portion of each 
individual was alike ;— but that on 
every sixth day this portion was dou- 
bled, because on tne seventh day 
(Sabbath) the supplv altogether 
ceased ;— and that, slthough any 
quantity of this food, saved from 
one day to another during the six 
days, invariably became putrid, 
wormy, and utterly unfit for nou- 
rishment, yet the double portion 
gathered on the Sabbath- eve retained 
its pristine wholesomeness and nu- 
tritious qualities on the Sabbath 
day; — that their leader, the accre- 
dited messenger and instrument of 
the Deity amongst them, informed 
them that this increase of the sup- 
ply on the sixth day was in conse- 
quence of the seventh day being 
".the Sabbath of the Lord," conse- 
crated to rest and contemplation, on 
which day it was unlawful to them 
to do any work ; — and that therefore 
they would not find any of this food 
(by them called mamna) in the field, 
nor should they attempt to gather 
any; — that when some individuals 
(notwithstanding they had been thus 
pre-admonished) went out to gather 
as usual, on the Sabbath day, they 
did not find any ; — that they were 
reproved by the Deity for their want 
of faith and obedience ; — and that it 
was moreover said to them, ** See 
ye ! the Lord has given you the 
Sabbath ; " (You see with your own 
eyes, and are convinced by your 
own senses, that the Lord has insti- 
tuted the Sabbath, as a day of rest 
devoted to his worship, and there- 
fore " to-day ye shall not find it in 
the field ; ">— that the command to 
consecrate the Sabbath to God, and 
to be careful in its observance, was 
repeated on another still more so- 
lemn occasion at Sinai, where all Is- 
rael heard the commands of the Lord 
from Himself; — that these facts, 
confirmed by the constant experience 
of two generations during forty con- 
secutive years of wandering, were 
transmitted by all the fathers of this 
entire nation to their children, with 
tbrstrict charge to persevere in the 
same observance of the Sabbath 
which they had seen and been taught 



in the paternal home ; — that this 
their behest bas been so carefolijr 
obeyed, that it is not only persevered 
in at the present day, after a lapse of 
thirty-five centuries, but that, dur- 
ing the whole of this long period* 
there never was any time when this 
obsert^ance had ceased, or its trans- 
ffression did not call forth due ex- 
hortation and reproof from teachers 
properly authorized by the Deity ; — 
that, moreover, when this observ- 
ance was first commanded by God to 
the Israelites, He told them, *' Ve- 
rily my Sabbaths shall ye observe ; 
for it is a sign between me and 
you throughout your generations, 
that ye may know that I the Lord 
do sanctify you. Ye shall observe 
the Sabbath, for it is holy unto you. 
Six days may work be done, but on 
the seventh day is the Sabbath of 
rest, sacrpd to the Lord. Wherefore 
the children of Israel shall keep the 
Sabbath, to observe the Sabbath 
throughout their generations; an 
everlasting covenant. Between me 
and the children of Israel it is a per- 
petual sign : for in six days the Lord 
made the heavens and the earth, and 
on the seventh day he rested, and 
bestowed his frace." (Exodus xxxi. 
13-17.) To this we may add, that, 
in latter times, the same Most Higfh 
Authority vouchsafed to say to 
the Israelites, " Ye are my witnesses 
saith the Lord that I am God." 
(Isaiah xliii. 12.) And accordingly 
it is found, amidst the most wonder, 
ful vicissitudes and changes of for- 
tune, in their own land and in exile 
wherever the decree of providence 
has scattered them, that this parti- 
cular nation, despite of the urgent 
clamour of poverty or the aUure- 
ments of interest, still looks up to 
the sign as perpetual, and adheres to 
'the covenant as everlasting, without 
the slightest interruption or devia- 
tion ; so that there is no region, no 
nation that has any claims whatever 
to civilization, but knows the Sabbath 
from the Jew, and the Jew by the 
Sabbath. Who can take upon him- 
self to say that this is so, for any 
other reason than because Israelites 
are the witnesses of the Deity, who 
bear evidence to the fact that the 
Lord alone is the great First Cause, 
whose omnipotence created the uni- 
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verse wbicb his omniscience governs, 
and bis mercy preserves; that he 
revealed his laws and his will, and 
made known to man what are his 
duties, and what are the means of 
acquiring perfection, and the bless- 
ings of a future state ? And where 
is the fool who saith, " There is no 
God ! " the infidel who denies the 
truth of revelation, that shall pre- 
sume, — in the face of evidence so 
conclusive, so continuous, and so 
perfectly borne out and supported 
oy every test that can possibly be 
required to produce and maintain 
full conviction, — to continue bis sin- 
ful cavils against revelation, and who 
does not (stricken with shame and 
remorse) cease to carp at the enact- 
ments of the Divine law ?• 

' The word U^QJ^I, derived from 
U^Bi " soul," to which in a preceding 
page reference has been made, has 
occasioned different translations. We 
will at present only notice the autho- 
rized English version, which renders 
it, " He was refreshed ; " the German 
translation of Luther, which turns 
it into, Er erquickte sich, " He re- 
vived or refreshed himself ; ** and 
that of Mendelssohn, Sein ziel errei- 
chet, "He attained his aim.'^ We 
need scarcely call the attention* of 
our readers to the impropriety of ap- 
plying the terms of any of these 
translations to the Supreme Bein^. 
But, independently of this impropri- 
ety, the true meaning of the word 
* In this sense our Rabbies of blessed 
memory expounded Shemoth Rabba : (chap. , 
xvi. 29 :) " See ye I the Lord has given ye 
the Sabbath. Why does not Holy Writ say. 
Know ye, &c. ? The answer is, Moses 
said to the Israelites, ' If the nations of the 
earth inquire of you, Why do ye observe the 
Sabbath? ye are to answer, See you not 
that the manna does not descend on the 
Sabbath ? ' " The Rabbies are struck with 
the difference in this case, from all other 
observances commanded by the Deity. All 
other enactments of the divine laws are left 
to the free-will of man ; to obey and be re- 
warded, or to transgress and be punished. 
The observance of the Sabbath in the desert, 
however, was secured from any transgres- 
sion, as the Israelites could not follow their 
every-day occupation of gathering manna, 
because none did fell. Had the Israelites 
alone been concerned, it would have afforded 
greater merit to them, by permitting their 
free-will to give proofii of its obedience and 



does not seem to be given by either 
translator ; and, if it were given, it 
would be the only time ^roughout 
the sacred Scriptures that it bears 
such an interpretation. The ChaL 
dee paraphrase of Onkelos renders it 
nil, which may be translated either 
by he rested, or he was satisfied. In 
the Talmud, (Treatise, Betza, fol. 16,) 
the word tl^Qi^l is derived from U^&J, 
"soul;" and later commentators 
expound the meaning of the Talmud- 
ists by saying, that on the Sabbath 
human souls and spiritual intelli- 
gences received the efflux of the 
Divine grace. In accordance with 
our previous observations we think 
that this word, although derived • 
from ty&3, ** soul," here implies 
" good- will" or ** grace," as will is 
a principal quality of the soul. In 
this sense we find it again in Jere- 
miah (xv.l.) b«iDuri ntr^D iDir^D« 

** Though Moses and Samuel stood 
before me, my good-will (grace) is 
not with this people ; " or, as the 
authorized version here more cor- 
rectly has it, " My mind is not," ^c. 
The word U^S3J^1 would consequently 
here denote that the Deity bestowed 
his ^race or good-will on his creatures, 
and we have translated it accordingly. 
For, as Solomon saith, ** In the light 
of the King's countenance there is 
life; and his wiU (grace) is like a 
cloud of the latter rain." (Prov. xvi. 
14.) — Editor. 

&ith, if the manna had ftllen on the Sab- 
bath as on every other day, and they had 
observed the institution of the sacred day 
of rest, and abstained from gathering. Tbis 
would likewise have been more in accord- 
ance with the usual dispensations of Provi- 
dence and the scope afforded to human 
volition. But as it was intended that, the 
Sabbath should be a sign of Ifects of which 
the Israelites were chosen to bear evidence 
to all mankind ; the most positive proof was 
afforded to them by the experience of their 
senses during fiorty successive years, that the. 
Sabbath was sanctified by and to the Lord. 
And as there were no oUier nations in the 
lonely desert, who then could question the 
Israelites respecting their observance, the 
reference to this miracle, and to the satis- 
factory proof it afforded, was intended as an 
answer and instruction during all future 
ages unto all the nations of the earth. For, 
''from Zion proceedeth the law, and the 
word of the Lord from Jerusalem." (Micah 
iv. 2.)-'£ditob. 
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Eben hangezer : " rock of assistance." (Conjugal Code.) 
(Continued from page 74.^ 



When the betrothing is depen- 
dent a conditional agreement, either 
on the part of the man or of the 
woman, the kedushin are only then 
valid, when the agreement is com- 
pleted; but if the terms of such 
agreement have not been complied 
with, the kedushin are void. 

In order to be legal, any agree- 
ment of kedushin requires four con- 
ditions : 1. That it shall contain both 
positive and negative stipulations. 
2. That the positive stipulation 
must precede the negative one. 3. 
That the stipulation shall precede 
its consequence. 4. That the stipu- 
lation shall be within the reach of 
possibility. If any of these four 
essential requisites be neglected, the 
agreement is illegal, the stipulations 
become void, and the kedushin re- 
main valid. 

Appendix. — If the negative stipu- 
lation precedes the positive one, out 
is subsequently, on repetition, placed 
in legal order, the agreement is bind- 
ing. 

These four conditions are indis- 
pensably required to an agreement, 
if the stipulation is, that the act of 
betrothing is to^date, and have force, 
from and after the completing of the 
terms of such agreement. But if it 
is agreed that the betrothing is to 
have immediate force and legality, 
but that the covenants stipulated 
shall be executed at a subsequent 
period, or in terms to that effect, * 
then the whole of the above four 
conditions are not indispensably re- 
quisite, as in that case the two first 
points may be dispensed with. 
Some autfiorities, however, differ 
from this opinion, and maintain 
that, in any and every case, the 
aforesaid four conditions are indis- 
pensable to the legality of the agree- 
ment. 

Appendix. — Some are of opinion 
that, although the above four condi- 
tions have not been expressed, but 
that the stipulation runs " Accord- 
ing to the agreement of the Tribes of 
Gad and Reuben,"* the agreement is 
legal. 

• Vide Numbers xxxii. 20. 



Some are of opinion that these 
four conditions are required out of 
precaution, and to* avoid transgres- 
sion ; and that in cases of betroth- 
ing by conditional agreement, in 
which either or all of these condi- 
tions have been omitted, the woman 
must not marry any other man with- 
out previously obtaining a divorce ; 
and if she has becotne betrothed to 
another man, she must likewise have 
a divorce from him. 

If a man betroths a woman, by 
giving her a prutah, or coin, and 
says to her, " Thou art mekudesheth 
(sanctified) unto me b^ this coin, 
on condition that I give thee one 
hundred pieces of gold:" If he 
subsequently completes this condi- 
tion, she is considered as legally 
betrothed from the time he first 
gave her the prutah ; and although 
he may not then have expressed 
that the kedushin were to have im- 
mediate force, that is fkcitly under- 
stood. 

If another has, in the interval be- 
tween giving her the prutah and 
the completing of the condition, be- 
trothed her, these second kedushin 
become void. 

If a man has betrothed a woman, 
on condition of paying her one hun- 
dred gold pieces before the expira- 
tion of thirty days, and he makes 
the payment within the thirty days, 
the kedushin are valid ; but if he has 
not done so, they are void. If, dur- 
ing these thirty days, before the 
completing of the condition, another 
man has betrothed her, in that case, 
during these thirty days, it is doubt- 
ful to which of the two she is actu- 
ally betrothed. If the first com- 
pletes his agreement within the sti- 
pulated thirty days, her first kedushin 
arc valid, and she requires no di- 
vorce from the second; but if the 
first does not act up to his agree- 
ment, within the stipulated space of 
thirty days, her first kedushin are 
void, the second are valid, and she 
requires no divorce from^the first. 

If a man says to a woman, ** If I 
give thee one hundred gold pieces 
within thirty days, thou shaJt be 
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mekudesheth, unto me with this oru- 
tah," then the kedttshin only date, 
and come in force, from and after 
the completion of the agreement. 
Should another man hetroth her 
in the interval, and, previous to the 
expiration of the stipulated time and 
performance of the agreement by 
the first, she is legally betrothed to 
the second. 

If a man says to a woman, " Thou 
art mehudetheth unto me, 'on condi- 
tion that thy father gives his con- • 
sent;*' in tnat case, if the father 
does consent, the kedttshin are valid : 
If he has not consented, has heard 
of it, and said nothing, or died pre- 
viously to hearing of the conditions, 
the kedttshin are void. But if the 
expression was, " On condition that 
thy father does not object ; " in that 
case, if the father does object, the 
kedushin are void ; but if the father 
did not object, or died before hear- 
ing of the condition, they are valid. 
If the bridegroom died previous to 
the father's hearing of the betrothal, 
the father is to be informed, in order 
that he may object, and thus invali- 
date, the kedttshin, and release her 
from the obligation of receiving a 
divorce from her betrothed hus- 
band*s brother.* 

Some are of opinion that, though 
the man used the expression, ** If 
thy father consent," it is only tanta- 
mount to his saying, " If thy father 
do not object." Others say it is tan- 
tamount to his saying, " If he says 
nothing." 

If the expression was, " On con- 
dition that thy father says he will 
consent ; " although in the first in- 
stance the father should object ; yet, 
if subsequently he expresses his con- 
sent, the kedushin are valid. And 
as the father may, at any time dur- 
ing his life, express such consent, 
the daughter remains saphek meku- 
desheth, or ** questionably betrothed," 
and may not, until the father's 
death, be betrothed to another man 
without previous divorce from the 
first. 

If the expression was, ''On con- 
dition that thy father says nothing ;" 
and if, when the father hears of 
such condition, he says nothing ; the 

^ Vide Deuteronomy xxv. 5. 



kedushin are valid, although he 
should subsequently utter his ob- 
jection. But if the father, when 
first he heard of it, objected, al- 
though he subsequently consents, 
the kedushin are void. If the father 
dies previous to becoming acquaint- 
ed with the condition, they, are 
valid. 

If the expression was, " On con- 
dition that thy father does not ob- 
ject ; " although, when the father 
first hears of this condition, he con- 
sents, yet, should he subsequentlv 
object, the kedushin are voia. 
Others, however, are of opinion 
that, having once^consented, he can- 
not retract, and "that consequently 
the kedushin are v&lid. 

Should a man say to a woman, 
"Thou art mekudesheth unto me 
with this prutah, on condition that I 
perform certain- work or labour for 
thee ; or speak in thy behalf to the 
Government :" If there are witnes- 
ses to prove that he has performed 
his agreement, the kedushin are 
valid ; if not, they are questionable. 

If he has not given her any thing, 
but said, " Be mekudesheth unto me, 
in consideration of the wages I shall 
earn, for doing certain work or la- 
bour for thee, or speaking in thy 
behalf to the Government," she is 
not mekudesheth, although he per- 
form the stipulations of his agree- 
ment. The reason is, that wages 
accrue gradually as the labour pro- 
ceeds : That at the commencement 
of his work the.re was nothing due 
to him, and he is bound to give her 
something to make the kedushin 
valid; during the progress of the 
work, the gift is not yet entire ; and 
when the work is completed, it is 
already become a debt, as it accrues 
gradually, and a debt is not a legal 
consideration for kedushin.* 

If he says, ** On condition that I 
am possessed of a certain sum," if 
it is proved by witnesses that he 
does possess such sum, the kedushin 
are valid ; if not, they are question- 
able. And when there are no wit- 
nesses, although he himself should 
admit that he is not possessed of 

• We recommend this conclusion to oup 
readers as a fietir specimen of Rabbinical 
logic. 
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that certain sum, the kedushin are 
nevertheless questionable. 

If the eznression was, " On condi- 
tion that I nave a certain sum in the 
hands of such an one : " If it is 
proved by witnesses that his asser- 
tion is true, the kedushin are valid ; 
if not, they are questionable, even if 
the alleged debtor denied the claim 
upon him. 

If a man says to a woman, ** Thou 
art mekudesheth unto me, on condi- 
tion that I shew thee a certain 
amount ;" the kedushin are only valid 
if he produces to her that certain 
amount of his qwn property ; for if 
he shows her money belonging to 
others, and placed in his hands for 
the purposes of trade, the kedushin 
are not valid. Some are of opinion 
that if he has in hand monies be- 
longing to others, which have yield* 
ed to his share profits eoual to the 
sum he undertook to proauce, never- 
theless, the kedushin are not valid ; 
as the profits do not become his 
property until they are divided. But 
if he has produced to her that cer- 
tain amount, although destined to 
liquidate a debt, the kedushin are 
valid. 

If, at the time he undertook to 
produce that certain sum, he was 
not possessed thereof, but subse- 
quently earned and produced it; 
some are of opinion the kedushin 
are valid : But if he said, ** On 
condition that I now have that sum," 
all agree that, if he then had it not, 
but subsequently earned it, the ^e- 
dushin are void. 

If a man betroths a woman, and 
either of them instantly repents, 
and retracts, the kedushin remain 
valid. 

If a man betroths a woman, un- 
der a conditional agreement; and 
after a few days he retracts the sti- 
pulation; although his doing so was 
without witnesses, the kedushin are 
nevertheless valid : Thus, likewise, 
if the agreement was obligatory on 
her, and she recalls the stipulation. 
Consequently, if a man betroths a 
woman under a conditional agree- 
ment, and consummates the mar- 
riage previous to completing such 



agreement; although he subse- 
quentlv should fail in the perforcn- 
ance of his agreement, the kedushin 
nevertheless remain questionable ; 
as it is likely that he recalled the 
stipulations. If another man be- 
troths her, she must obtain a di- 
vorce from both. 

If a man says to a woman, " Thou 
art mekudesheth unto me by this pru* 
tah, on condition that I give thee a 
certain sum," and he subsequently 
declares that he will never give it 
her ; he cannot be forced to give her 
that amount; but the kedushin are 
void, and she needs no divorce. 
Nevertheless, a man of tender con- 
science should not marry her, unless 
she be divorced by the first ; as, if he 
were at any time to complete his 
agreement, the first kedushin would 
still be in force, and the second 
might become exposed to the guilt of 
having wedded another man's wife. 

If a man goes on a voyage, and 
previous to his departure betroths a 
woman, saying, ''Thou art mekude- 
sheth to me by this prutah, from this 
present time, provided I return before 
the expiration of twelve months ; '* if 
before he actually departs they have 
both agreed to prolong the term ; 
and he remains absent longer than 
the twelve months, but returns be- 
fore the expiration of the further 
period to which the agreement had 
been extended, the kedushin are 
valid ; as every stipulation may, by 
mutual consent, be either recalled 
or modified. And should she have 
expended the gift of the kedushin 
during his absence, that does not 
affect the validity of the act of be- 
trothing. 

If the stipulations of the agree- 
ment are in favour of the man : As, 
for instance, "On condition that 
thou art free of bodily ailments or 
of any vow,*' he can recal the stipu- 
lation of his own accord. But if 
the stipulation is in her favour, as 
for instance, " On condition that I 
give thee a certain sum ; " although 
he cannot be compelled to perform 
the agreement, he cannot, of his own 
accord, set it aside ; and if he does, 
the kedushin are void. 



(lb be continued.) 
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Sepher Ikkarim : " book of principles : " by r. 



CHAPTER VI. 

Every one who professes faith in 
the Divine laws is, — by virtue of 
the proofs which, in the preceding 
chapters, we have adduced of the 
first essential principle, " the exist- 
ence of the Deity," — held to believe 
that there is a Being whose existence 
is inherent, absolute, and uncondi- 
tional within himself; who_^ha8 no 
cause, or origin, nor is there any 
other being like unto him ;'^ but he 
alone is the first producer of what- 
soever exists ; that all beings find 
the support of their existence in 
him, whereas he derives no sup- 
port either from them or from any 
other source ; and ] that such Being 
is by men called God ! (Blessed be 
He !) This gives us 'a plain and 
distinct perception of \^the |*conclu- 
sions to which we came in the fore- 
going chapters. We must, however, 
premise, that, as it is the exclusive 
distinction of any object that ren- 
ders it perceptible to our minds ; so 
likewise in using the expression, ** A 
Being whose existence is inherent, 
absolute, and unconditional" (as the 
word Beinff is a collective noun, ap- 
plicable to whatever is in existence), 
these three adjectives convey to our 
minds 'that exclusive distinction 
which is required to enable us to 
form a perceptible idea; for it is 
this quality of " inherent, absolute, 
and unconditional *' existence which 
forms the essential difference and 
distinction between the Deity and 
whatever is external to him. All 
other distinctive epithets, — such as; 
that he is the First Producer, un^ 
equalled, and others of the same 
kind, — are^but so many explanatory 
terms, resulting from this inherent, 
absolute, and unconditional exist- 
ence in himself, so as to render 
more perfect any idea that it is pos- 
sible for us to form of Him, — blessed 
be He ! For no marks of exclusive 
distinction can in reality be assigned 
to the Deity ; as, whatever requires 
to be .distinguished from other things 
pre-supposes it possessed of a some- 
thing in common with them, which 



JOSEPH ALBO. 

(Continued from page 7SJ 

occasions the necessity of an exclu- 
sive mark of distinction. This, 
however, cannot be the case with 
the Deity. When we call him Be- 
ing, that word cannot be considered 
as a noun collective, comprising 
God and whatever else exists, so as 
to render it necessary that there 
should be any means to distinguish 
Him from others ; for, the existence 
of all other beings is founded in 
him, of whose Being they are merely 
the production. As thus this word 
ceases to be a noun collective, appli- 
cable in the same sense to the Deity 
in common with his creatures. He 
requires no epithet of distinction. 
Consequently, when we apply any 
such to him, — as, for instance, that 
he has no equal, — such expression 
is only relative to what is external 
to him, and means that he is inde- 
pendent of all and every other be- 
ing, whilst all and every other being 
is produced by Him on whom their 
existence is altogether dependent. 

This first essential principle (''the 
existence of the Deity") gives rise 
to the four chief branches which we 
enumerated in our first division; 
and whosoever denies any one of 
them rejects the entire principle. 
These are 1. The Unity of God. 2. 
Mis Immateriality. 3. His Inde- 
pendence of time. 4. His Perfec- 
tion. 

1. The unity of God is self-evi- 
dent, ^as we have already proved : 
For, if he were not One only, but 
two or more, then each of this plu- 
rality would require two things : (1.) 
Inherent, absolute, and uncondi- 
tional existence. (2.) That which 
separates, or renders it distinct, 
from the others. Thus each of 
them would be composite ; and as 
their being so is essential to their 
existence, that existence would no 
longer be inherent, absolute, and 
unconditional. 2. That he is imma- 
terial, is equally self-evident : For, 
as we have already demonstrated, 
every thing material is composed of 
matter and form, every thing com- 
posite requires such composition as 
essential to its existence : and this 
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brings us back to what we have al- 
ready said above, in proof of the 
Divine Unity. It may, perhaps, by 
some be asserted, " that it is not es- 
sential to matter, that, in order to 
be such, it should be composed of 
matter and form ; . and that this 
composition is not the peculiar and 
exclusive distinction of matter ; that 
some philosophers have maintained 
the superior material beings to be 
absolute unities, without any ad- 
mixture or composition whatever ; 
and that our finding all terrestrial 
matter composite, is not caused 
by^ or essential to, its being mat- 
ter, but results from the circum- 
stance that its formation into differ- 
ent kinds and species requires that 
it should be composite ; that, conse- 
quently, notwithstanding the abso- 
lute Unity of God, there is a possi- 
bility of his being material:*' — To 
these assertions we reply : If He 
were material, a necessary conse- 
quence would be that He is finite, 
and that thtre would be something 
equal to him, inasmuch as he in that 
respect resembles other matter; 
his power too would be limited : 
And all this cannot possibly be the 
case with him, as we have already 
most clearly demonstrated. In ad- 
dition to which we go on to say, that 
nothing material can impart motion 
without being moved ; that this 
being moved is caused by some ex- 
ternal impulse ; which, in order not 
to require the same aid from any 
other external agent in endless pro- 
gression, must be immaterial; the 
consequence of which is, that this 
immaterial impulse which imparts 
motion without being moved is the 
Being whose existence is inherent, 
absolute, and unconditional. 3. That 
he is independent of time, is likewise 
self-evident; otherwise he could 
not be the First Cause of universal 
production, as time would have pre 
ceded his eternity, and there would 
consequently be something external 
to him, which had not required a 
Producer. Were we to assume that 
his eternity is co-eval with time, 
then his existence is no longer in- 
herent, absolute, and unconditional, 
within himself, as he never was in- 
dependent of time; which thus 
would become entitled to a duration 



without commencement^ or eternity, ' 
which can only be assigned to the 
Deity. The same case occurs with 
respect to the future or the duration 
of eternity: For, if his existence 
is not endless, it becomes possible 
that it may cease and no longer be : 
And whatever can by any possibility 
cease and no longer be, is not pos- 
sessed of inherent, absolute, and 
unconditional existence. Conse- 
quently, as He is possessed of such 
existence, his Being continues un- 
impaired, although time should 
cease, as it was before time com- 
menced. Lastly : His perfection 
is self-evident ; as, were he defective 
in any respect, he would require a 
something to cure that defect, and 
thus would be no longer inherent, 
absolute, and unconditional. 

CHAPTER VII. 

Out of these four chief branches, 
which spring from the first essential 
principle, ** the existence of the 
Deity,"; several other boughs spread 
forth. From *• the Unity of God," re- 
sults, — that we must abstain from as- 
signing to Him any qualification, such 
as wisdom, power, goodness, and the 
like ; because in the sense we un- 
derstand them, they could not form 
so many additions to his essence : 
And as the Deity is a perfect and 
absolute unity, it is impossible that 
he can have any such qualifications 
either essentially or accidentally ; as, 
in either case, they would consti- 
tute plurality, and deprive him of 
his Unity. 

From the second branch, " that 
he is immaterial and not possessed 
of material faculties," results, — that 
we must abstain from assigning to 
him affections that are caused by 
corporeal conformation, such as 
wrath, joy, grief, revenge, and the 
like; all of which are corporeal, 
and consequently can have no rela- 
tion* to him. 

From the third branch, " that he 
is independent of time," results, — 
that his power and duration are infi- 
nite, and that consequently no possi- 
ble comparison can be raised or 
established between him and anv of 
his creatures. As all derive their 
origin from him, they must all be 



Digitized by 



Google 



METAPHYSICS AND PHII.OSQPHT OF THE RABBIES. 



lor 



finite ; and, being finite, they must 
bear a relation to, and consequently 
have a dependence on, time ; where- 
as He, (blessed be Hb !) as their 
Producer, is infinite, and therefore 
eternal, or bearing no relation to, 
and' consequently independent of, 
time. Accordingly the prophet says, 
in the name of the Lord, ** I am the 
first and I am the last, and beside 
me there is no God." (Isaiah xliv. 
6.) ** To whom then will ye liken 
me or shall I be equal, saith the 
Holy One ? Lift up your eyes on 
high, and behold who hath created 
these ? who calleth forth their hosts 
according to number ? He calleth to 
them all by name ; from the great- 
ness of Tiis power, and mighty 
strength, not one of them faileth." 
(Isaiah xl. 25, 26.) 

From the fourth branch, **^his 
perfection," results, — that we must 
abstain from applying to him any 
epithet that appears derogatory to 
that perfection, as weariness, weak- 
ness, and the like. 

Peshaps the question may Sirise, 
why we have only enumerated these 
four chief branches and their boughs, 
and have not particularized among 
them, that He (blessed be He !) is 
wise and omnipotent, and has voli- 
tion, in the same manner as we 
dwelt on his Unity; or that we 
have not stated, that He is infinite, 
true, and blessed, as well as stating 
that He is independent of time? 
The answer to this question neces- 
sarily results from what we have 
already demonstrated, as all these 
form part of, and are comprised in, 
the four chief branches we have 
enumerated. As, for instance, that 
He has volition, is wise, omnipotent, 
just, and righteous, faithful, gracious, 
mighty, mei'ciful, bounteous, and 
more attributes of a similar kind 
requisite to form perfection, are all 
included in the last branch, as we 
say, " He is perfect." That He 
(blessed be He !) requires no dis- 
tinction, is not subject to accident, 
has no gender, aild is not in space, 
are all comprehended under the first 
branch, his Unity. That he is true, 
is likewise there understood : .as, in- 
deed, the word true, when applied 
to him, has no other signification 
than that his existence is in himself 
p2 



alone ; which we intend, God will- 
ing, hereafter, more fully to demon- 
strate. Thus all qualities, that can 
be attributed to him, or those others 
which we are to abstain from assign- 
ing to him, are to be classed under 
these four chief branches j and under 
one or other of these they are cer- 
tain to find either a positive or ne- 
gative reason. Our intention is, fully 
to explain each of these four branches, 
and whatappertainsto each, separate- 
ly and by itself : But, previous to our 
doing so, it behoves us to examine 
in what manner we can, with pro- 
priety, attribute to Him (blessed be 
He I) any or all of the qualifications 
which we have above enumerated. 

CHAPTER VIII. 

It does not require much research 
to arrive at , the conclusion, that 
qualities, attributed in consequence 
10 an agent, do not necessarily re- 
quire any plurality in the essence of 
such agent; as it is possible that 
many different and even contrary 
effects may be produced by the same 
agent. The case is the same by ei- 
ther order of agents, — by him, 
namely, who works from inherent 
neces-sity, as well as by him who 
acts according to will and intention. 
An instance of the first order of 
agents is fire : It dissolves some sub- 
stances, whilst it hardens others ; it 
boils, it bums, it blackens, and 
brightens. From these varying ef- 
fects, he that is unacquainted with 
the nature of fire might be led to 
infer, that it is possessed of six dif- 
ferent powers, as he would ask, 
** How can opposite results be pro- 
duced by the same power ? " Where- 
as he who is acquainted with the 
nature of fire, knows that the acting 
power is always one and the same, 
namely, heat, but that its effects 
vary, according to the difference of 
the objects that are submitted to its 
activity. An instance of the second 
order of agents is man, who, by 
means of one power, intellect, will 
likewise produce different and con- 
trary effects. He can acquire wis- 
dom or industry, make discoveries 
or govern nations, break ^nd repair, 
build and demolish, and undertake 
many other differing and opposite 
enterprises, although he is but one ; 
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and it would never be maintained, 
tbat these various effects of his intel- 
lectual powtr pre-suppose a necessary 
plurality. Thus likewise animaiion 
causes different effects, as nutrition, 
growth, sensation, and the effects of 
* volition, desire, and reflection. 

Philosophers, however, have not 
by these various effects been induced 
to consider the soul as composite. 
But that some of them have been 
induced to advance that opinion, is 
owing to the circumstance, that 
growth has been found by itself in 
the vegetable kingdom, sensation by 
itself in animals, and intellect by it- 
self in the superior intelligences; 
•which has induced some physicians 
to assert, that there are three souls 
in man; although this opinion is 
erroneous, and it is proved that the 
soul is one, however manifold the 
effects it produces.* He therefore who 
does . not understand the powers of 
the human soul will, perhaps, assign 
its differing effects to different 
causes; whilst he who is better ac- 
quainted with these powers will 
know, that, though the soul is but 
one, and no plurality can be assigned 
to it, yet its effects are various and 
even contrary : So that, though it be 
said of a man that he caused such a 
place to be destroyed, and such other 
place to be built and inhabited, that 
he discovered such a land, or in- 
vented such a science, all these dif- 
ferent acts do not of necessity require 
any plurality in the essence of this 
intellectual agent. If such is the 
case with agents of an inferior de- 
gree, whose powers are within |the 
grasp of our reason, how much 
greater is the likelihood that the 
power of producing various and con- 
trary effects should be possessed by 
that Supreme Being, who is the First 
Cause of all effects, as well of ne- 
cessary as of intentional ones ! 

Accordingly we maintain, that, al- 
though we perceive the manifold, 
various, and contrary effects and 
operations emanating from Him, 
(blessed be He !) still it does not by 
any means follow, that there is or 
should be any plurality in his es- 

• As the reasoning adduced by our au- 
thor in support of the last opinion is a mere 
transcript of that made use of hy Maimo- 



sence. And though this enables the 
rejecting searcher to attribute to 
the Deity the various qualifications 
apparent by means of these different 
effects ;— whether their differences 
arise from the various objects which 
they influence, such as the power of 
causing vegetation displayed in the 
the vegetable kingdony and of caus- 
ing animation evinced in animals, 
or from the contrary influence they 
exercise on the same object , — never- 
theless it is certain that no plurality 
can be supposed in His essence. We 
see, for instance, that life emanates 
from Him, and is imparted to all 
animate beings ; we thence conclude 
that he is alive, not that he is com- 
posed of different ^lives. For, say 
we, as all life emanates from Him, 
He must be its Source and Origin. 
In like manner we say, "Light is 
with Him," as we see that it is by 
His light we are enlightened, and 
that he bestows the power of be- 
holding the light by causing sight 
to proceed from possible into actual 
operation. As the sacred Singer 
says, " Should he that gave the ear 
not hear ? Should he that formed 
the light not see ? " (Psalm bcxiv. 90 
We also call Him wise, because we 
perceive effects emanating from Him 
• with wonderful wisdom and order ; 
which demonstrate that there must 
be in Him the most perfect wisdom. 
In this manner we may assign (ta 
Him the qualifications which are 
evidenced by the different effects he 
produces, without therefore imput- 
ing to Him any plurality in His es- 
sence. In like manner we may as- 
cribe to Him the different relations 
which exist between Him and the 
various objects submitted to His 
agency, as it is said in common par- 
lance, ** God is near to a mai\," or, 
"He is far from a man." Thus 
Holy Writ says, ** The Lord is near 
the contrite;" (Psalm xxxiv. 19 ;) and 
again, ** Far distant is the Lord from 
the innpious." (Prov. xv. 29.) 'llie 
proximity or distance which is here 
mentioned, is not in the Deity, but 
in man, and results from the relation 
in which he has placed himself to- 

nides inhia Schmona Perainn, we refer our 
readers to the first chapter of that Treattae 
in the present Numher, page 110. 
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wards bis Creator : As our Rabbies, 
of blessed memory, say, when they 
expound Exodus xxxi. 6, The Lord / 
The Lord ! " I am the Lord before 
man commits any sin : I am the 
the same after the sin has been com- 
mitted." THeir meaning is, the 
change wrought by sin is confined 
to man only ; and the relation be- 
tween him and his Creator is differ- 
ent before he transgresses, from 
what it becomes afterwards. Thus a 
tree is said at one time to be near a 
man, at another to be distant from 
him; at one time to his right hand, 
and at another to his left ; still it is 
not the tree which has changed its 
position, but the man, whilst the tree 
remains stationary ; however our ha- 
bits of parlance mav vary its position. 
When it is said, f he Lord (blessed 
be He!) is the Creator, the King, 
the Master, and more epithets of a 
' similar kind ; these, however multi- 
tudinous, will as little imply plurality 
in his essence as our saying of any 
man, ** Reuben is the son of Jacob, 
the brother of Simeon, the father of 
Hanoch, the companion of Naphtali, 
the proprietor of a certain house, 
and the owner of such a field." All 
these epithets do not imply any plu- 
rality in Reuben, but result from 
the different relations in which he 
stands towards the various persons 
and things which we have enume- 
rated, as connected with him : And, 
therefore, when we say, ** The Deity 
has volition : Is the Creator omni- 
potent and omniscient? " our inten- 
tion is not to say that He has one 
quality by which he wills, another by 
means of which He creates, a third 
by means of which he knows, and a 
fourth by means of which He is 
powerful ; as little could it ever 
be our intention to maintain, 
that He created the elements by 
means of one 'quality, the astral 
world by a second, angels by a third, 
and man by a fourth quality; be- 
cause when we say, ** He is the 
Creator of all these various beings," 
it does not imply any plurality in 
him. Accordingly, whether the 
Deity be described by the various 
qualities evidenced from effects 'ac- 
cording to their various influence 
on different objects, or from the 
effects abstractedly, or from the 



various relations to him in which 
different objects stand, the conclu^* 
sion remains invariably and decided- 
ly the same, that all such qualities 
do not of necessity imply or pre- 
suppose plurality in his essence ; but 
can only be considered as due to 
Him in virtue of the perfection re- 
sulting from his inherent, absolute, 
and unconditional existence. Thus 
the law and the prophets attribute 
such various qualities to the Deity. 
But whether it be possible that he 
can be designated by various quali- 
ties in consequence of his own 
essence, is a question that demands 
our careful investigation. 

CHAPTER IX. 

The qualities which are attributed 
to any being are not that being it- 
self, but a something attained by it. 
The manner of such attainment is 
two-fold ; either intrinsic or acci- 
dental. When we, for instance, 
say, *' The animal is alive," the qua- 
lity '* life " is intrinsic to the animal : 
In fact, what we did say is only tan- 
tamount to the expression, " The 
animal is an animal," which without; 
life it cannot be. ** Life " is, there- 
fore, merely an explanatory terra, 
appended to the noun substantive 
"animal," but does not form any 
addition to its essence. Accordingly 
it might be supposed that it is pos- 
sible to attribute to the D6ity such 
qualities, as they do not add to his 
essence; and the plurality ofepi- 
thets does not imply any plurality 
in him, but only tend to facilitate 
the proper understanding of his 
essence. As when we say, '* An 
animal is material, nourished, and 
sensitive," these different epithets 
do not confer any plurality on the 
animal. But such supposition would 
be erroneous; and it therefore be- 
hoves us to know, that it is impos- 
sible to attribute to the Deity any qua- 
. lity or qualities which can be said to 
appertain to his essence : For, 
could that be done, the Deity would 
be composite of two things, — His 
essence, and what appertains to that 
essence. Whereas we have already 
repeatedly declared and proved, that 
the Deity is an absolute Unity. 
That the Holy One (blessed be He !) 
has certain qualities that are acci- 
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dental to him, is equally impossible ; 
«s every accident roust nave a cause, 
and cannot therefore be absolute. 
If, then, the Deity is the cause of the 
accident, his inherent, absolute, and 
unconditional existepce would no 
longer be in himself, but in the acci- 
dent; and as an accident may possibly 
be or not be, the Deity would become 
a composite of absolute and possi- 
ble existence, partly producer and 
partly produced ; which altogether 
forms a series of contradictions so 
very glaring as to require no refuta- 
tion. But if his inherent, absolute, 
and unconditional existence is not 
in the accident, then there are either 
two beings, alike possessing such 
existence, — Himself and the acci- 
dent ; or one Being composed of 
essence and accident; both of which 
suppositions must be entirely re- 
jected. 

Thus, then, it remains proved, 
that no qualities, either intrinsic or 
accidental, can possibly be attributed 
to the Divine essence ; and we are 
therefore to abstain from assigning 



any such to him. But nevertheless 
it is absolutely necessary that some 
explanatory expressions should be 
used, in order to acquire some idea 
of his inherent, absolute, and un- 
conditional existence. Such an expres- 
sion is Unity ; although this attri- 
bute itself proves, whilst it enhances, 
the difficulty of ascribing any qua- 
lity to him : For the term *• unity '* 
is itself an addition to any substan- 
tive. Thus, when we say, " Reuben 
is one," this word ** one *' is an ad- 
dition to his essence : For if Unity 
were intrinsic to him only, how 
could a tree, or a horse, or any other 
substantive be one, whilst unity is 
intrinsic to Reuben only? Conse- 
quently " Unity " is an addition to 
essence: And the question therefore 
is, ** How can we say the Deity is 
one, since this quality is an addition 
to his essence?" After we shall 
have satisfactorily solved this diffi- 
culty, it will become possible to ex- 
plain in what manner any quality or 
qualities can be attributed to the 
Holy Onb, — (blessed be He !) 



(To be continued.) 



IV. MORALITY OF THE RABBIES. 

DlDli» D^p^lB ni1Dt2^, Schmonah Ferakim Leiambam, 

BIGHT CHAPTBRS OF ETHICS. 

BY MAlMONtDES, 



CHAPTER I. 

Know that the soul of man is sin- 
fi^le in its essence ; but i^ts faculties 
are manifold. Some philosophers 
have called each of these faculties a 
distinct soul ; which has given rise 
to the opinion that man has many 
souls. Thife opinion has been adopt- 
ed by some physicians ; so that even 
their prince,* in the introduction to 
one of his works; assumes three dis- 
tinct souls in man. 1. The natural, or 
animation. 2. The sensitive. 3. The 
intellectual. Others have called the 
souPs faculties *' parts of the soul ;'* 
an expression frequently employed 
by philosophers : Not that they there- 
by intend to imply that the soul is 
capable of being divided, as the body 
is ; but that they consider these dif- 
ferent faculties as parts of an entire- 
ty, the union of which forms and 
composes the soul. 

• Hippocrates. 



Know furthermore, that, in order 
to acquire and promote moral per- 
fection, it is requisite to maintain a 
healthful state of the soul and of ita 
faculties. And as it is necessary 
that the physician who undertakes 
to cure the ailments of the body 
should have a perfect knowledge ii 
the various corporeal parts, and be 
no lesg acquainted with the causes 
that lead to disease, in order to guard 
his patient against their influence, 
than with the mean^ of counteract- 
ing that influence, in order to restore 
health ; so likewise must the spi- 
ritual guide, who undertakes the 
cure of souls and the establishing of 
sound moral principles, be intimately 
conversant with the soul and its fa- 
culties, in order that he too may 
knew how to prevent and to remove 
disease, and how to maintain health. 

In order to acquire that intimate 
knowledge, we commence by saying : 
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The faculties of the soul are as fol- 
low : 1. Nutrition, which is likewise 
called "growth." 2. Sensation. 3. 
Imagination. . 4. Desire. 5. Reason. 
We have already premised, that our 
present investigation is limited to 
the soul of man ; for his faculty of 
nutrition is not like that of the horse 
or the ass. Man thrives through the 
faculty of nutrition in the human 
soul ; whilst the ass thrives hy that 
in the asinine soul, and the eagle by 
that which is peculiar to its soul. 
And although we apply the same 
expression, ("nutrition,") indiscrimi- 
nately to all beings, nevertheless its 
operation is not, by any means, the 
same. In the same indiscriminate 
manner we use the term "sensation '* 
of all animate beings ; not that the 
sensations of man are the same as 
those of other animate beings, or 
the feelings of one species are ex- 
actly like those of any other. But, 
as each distinct species has its pecu- 
liar soul, the faculties of each spe. 
cies of soul must be peculiar to it- 
self. And though^ a similarity ob- 
servable in the operation of these 
peculiar and distinct faculties might 
induce us to class them together, as 
resulting from the same species of 
soul, our doing so would be an error, 
as such is not the case.- 

la order to illustrate what we have 
here stated, we offer the following 
example : Three dark -{)laces become 
illumined, one by the light of the 
sun, the second by that of the moon, 
the third by that of a taper. In each 
of these places the operation of the 
light produces the same effect, name- 
ly, the dispelling of darkness. Never- 
theless, the operating cause is, in 
each place, different and distinct; 
being, in the one, the sun, in the se- 
cond the moon, and in the third a 
taper. Such likewise is the case 
with the cause of sensation ; which, 
in man, is the human* soul, in the 
ass the asinine soul, and in every in- 
dividual species of animals its own 
peculiar soul. Nor is there any 
thing in common to them except the 
name, which, as we said before, is 
indiscriminately applied. This il- 
lustration is most important, as many 
philosophers have fallen into errom 
on the subject, which necessarily led 
to paradox and unfounded opinions. 



To return to our subject, the fa- 
culties of the human soul : We say, 
NUTRITION is the faculty to lead the 
particles of nourishment into the 
stomach, to retain them until they 
are fully digested, to perform the 
functions of digestion and of evacua- 
tion, to cause growth and procrea- 
tion, and completely to separate the 
nutritive and useful juices which are 
retained, from all others which must 
be expelled. How and in what man- 
ner does this sevenfold faculty per- 
form its operations ? In which mem- 
bers of the human body is the opera- 
tion most visible or perceptible? 
Whichlof them are constantly active f 
And which are the others that ope- 
rate only at certain times ? All these 
questions appertain to the science of 
medicine, and form no part of our 
examination. 

Sensation is the well-known five- 
fold faculty of seeing, hearing, tast- 
ing, smolling, and feeling; which 
last is equally found in all parts of 
the body, whereas, each of the other 
four has its own seat in some parti- 
cular part. 

Imagination ft the faculty, pecu- 
liar to man, of recalling sensations 
or impressions, even after the ob- 
jects which caused them are no lon- 
ger present, to add or diminish, to 
combine or separate, the same ; also 
to create from the impressions re- 
ceived by the senses that which never 
did, and never can, exist. Thus it 
creates a ship of iron, navigating the 
air; a man, whose bead reaches the 
heavens, whilst his feet rest on earth; 
a quadruped, which has a thousand 
eyes ; and many more similar impos- 
sibilities, which it embodies and re- 
presents fis if they were actually ex- 
isting. Dialecticians have fallen into 
a great and pernicious error, when, 
on the strength of the generally re- 
ceived division of the necessary, the 
possible, and the impossible, they 
raised a structure of sophisms, and 
believed, or led others to believe, 
that all the creations of the imagina- 
tion are possible ; and did not con- 
sider that this faculty itself is none 
other than the unlimited power of 
giving existence to what is not, and 
cannot be. 

Desire is the faculty of wishing 
or declining ; which occasions active 
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appropriation or reprobation, the 
preference or choice of a thing or its 
refusal ; and likewise anger or affec- 
tion, fear or valour, cruelty or ten- 
derness, love or hatred, and the like 
affections of the soul. All parts of 
the human body are subservient to 
this faculty ; the hand, to receive or 
push away ; the feet, to walk ; the 
eye, to behold ; the heart, to encou- 
rage the valiant, or to fail the timid. 
Thus all the members whether inter- 
nal or external, are instrumental to 
this faculty. 

Reason is the faculty, peculiar to 
man, of thinking; by means of which 
he reflects, acquires wisdom and 
knowledge, and decides upon what 
is proper or improper. The func- 
tions of this faculty are partly active, 
partly speculative. Of the former 
class are the powers of imitation and 
of invention ; of the latter, the power 
of contemplating, when applied to 
the essential and immutable, which 
latter is abstract wisdom. Imitation 
comprises the power of learning or 
acquiring any science or art, as archi- 
tecture, agriculture navigation, and 
many others. Invention comprises 
the power of maturely reflecting and 



deciding whether a thing is practica- 
ble or impracticable, and, in the for- 
mer case, what means are best 
adapted to bring it from ppssible 
into actual being. This is what we 
found it needful to premise, by way 
of introduction to the following 
treatise. 

This soul, single in itself, but 
manifold in its faculties, as we have 
above described, is the crude mate- 
rial to which reason gives the form. 
If this form does not communicate 
its impression, all the other faculties 
of the soul are vain, and may be 
considered as useless. Thus Solo- 
mon saith, " Without understanding 
the soul is not good." (Proverbs xir. 
2.) His meaning is, that unless 
reason or understanding has afforded 
its impress to the soul, its other 
faculties are useless. What can be 
said respecting the form, essence, 
reason, and its various acquirements, 
— as the object of 'this treatise is 
merely ethics, — is with more propri- 
ety made the subject of the book on 
prophecy, to which we refer ; and with 
this remark we will close the present 
chapter. 



(To be contintted.) 
NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 



Wb have to thank our numerous Correspondents for the complimentary 
manner in which they, all, are pleaded to notice our humble efforts. To 
X Y Z, B D, and Philo Veritas, we are, however, compelled once more 
to declare, that we are not responsible for the opinions of those authors 
whose works we translate. All that we can reasonably be required to 
answer for is, the correctness of our translations ; and this responsibility 
we by no means wish to evade. But to permit our little Review to become 
an arena for polemical wrestlers, and to exchange our office of interpre- 
ters for the character of combatants, is a consummation which it is our 
determination, as it is our duty, to avoid. In reference to this point we 
must beg leave to repeat what we declared to be our intention, in the first 
** Notice to Correspondents," No. 3, page 47. 

We agree with a, that historical and grammatical subjects ought not to 
be excluded from our Publication ; and though neither one nor the other 
entered into our original plan, yet as we do not doubt their being interest- 
ing to most of our readers, his suggestions will meet with every attention. 

H. O'B. must pardon our decidedly refusing his proposal. 

Many thanks to Amicus for his suggestions, which, as far as practicable, 
shall not J)e lost sight of. His liberal and truly religious principles com- 
mand our respect. 

Londok :.— Printed by James Nichols, 16, Hoxton-Sqiure. 
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I. SPIRIT OF THE JEWISH RELIGION. 

nb^D M^H THE COVENANT OF CIRCUMCISION. 

The Sabbath naturally directs our is founded is solemn, impressive, and 



attention to the covenant of circum- 
cision. This commandment, too, is 
called Ml », *'a sign or token," and 
r»m ni», "sign or token of the 
Covenant : '* As it is said, " Ye shall 
circumcise the foreskin of your flesh : 
and it shall be a token of the cove- 
nant between me and you." (Genesis 
xvii. 11.) It is of the very first im- 
portance ; accordingly we find in the 
Talmud, (Treatise Neaarim, folio 34,) 
*' R. Meir saith, * Most important is 
circumcision : though Abraham was 
virtuous and pious, served God and 
observed his commandments^ he was 
not called perfect until circumcision 
was bestowed on him : As it is 
said. Walk before me and be perfect : 
and I will erect my covenant between 
me and thee.* (Genesis xvii. 1, 2.) R. 
Simeon saith, ' Most important is 
circumcision, as it is equivalent to 
all the commandments of the law : 
For it is said. This is the blood of the 
covenant whichjhe Lord has made with 
you, concerning all these things.* (Exod, 
xxiv. 8.)" 

It would be a vain effort on our 
parts, fully and minutely to detail the 
reasoning and illustrations by which 
the Rabbies prove the importance 
and sublime purpose of circumcision : 
and the manner in which they prove 
that by it alone Abraham acquired 
perfection ; as these elucidations are 
too profound and abstruse, and can- 
not therefore be submitted to the 
general reader, who might consider 
them as not in unison with the spirit 
of the present age. We must there- 
fore content ourselves with a few 
superficial remarks; which will, 
however, we trust, give our readers 
some additional information on this 
Bubiect. 
, The Divine command on which it 



accompanied with a denunciation, 
the first of its kind we meet with in 
Holy Writ: As it is said, "And 
when Abraham was ninety-nine years 
old, the Lord appeared to Abram 
and said to him, ' I am almightyGo'd ; 
walk before me and be perfect : and 
I will establish my covenant between 
me and thee, and I will multiply thee 
exceedingly.' And Abram fell on 
his face ; and God spoke further to 
him and said : * I am ! behold my co- 
venant is with thee, and thou shalt 
become a father of many nations. 
Thy name shall no longer be called 
Abram but Abhaham, for I have ap- 
pointed thee a father of many na- 
tions. I will make thee exceeamgly 
fruitful, I will turn thee into na- 
tions, and kings shall descend from 
thee. And I will erect my covenant 
between me and thee and thy seed 
after thee,* to their generations, as 
an everlasting covenant, that I am 
God unto thee and to thy seed after 
thee. And I will give unto thee, 
and to thy seed after thee, the land 
of thy sojourn, the whole land of 
Canaan, for an everlasting posses- 
sion ; and I will be their God.' And 
God said further unto Abraham, 
'And thou shalt therefore observe 
my covenant, thou, and thy seed 
after thee to their generations. This 
is my covenant, which ye shall ob- 
serve, between me and you, and be- 
tween thy seed after thee: Every 
male child among you shall be cir- 
cumcised. Ye shall circumcise the 
flesh of your foreskin ; and it shall 
be in token of the Covenant be- 
tween me and you. When he is 
eight days old, every male among 
you shall be circumcised to all your 
generations ; those who are born in 
your house, or those who may be 
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purchased with money from aov 
strangers who are not of thy seea. 
He must surely be circumcised who 
is born in thy nouse or is purchased 
with thy money : and my covenant 
shall be in yous- flesh, as an ever- 
lasting covenant. And the uncir* 
curocised male, who shall not cir- 
cumcise the flesh of his foreskin, 
that soul shall be cut off from his 
people. He has broken my Cove- 
nant.'*' (Genesis xvii. 1-14.) The 
observance of the command, thus 
emphatically given to Abraham, was 
but twice interrupted ; the first time, 
during the bondage of the Israelites 
in Egypt ; the second, during their 
wanderings in the desert : As we 
find in Bereshith Rabbah, (Chapter 
46,) " R. Phineas said, in the name of 
R. Levy, 'Abraham fell twice on 
his face, denoting his foreknowledge 
that the covenant of circumcision 
would twice be interrupted : 1 . In 
Egypt ; 2. In the Desert. In Egypt 
they were uncircumcised, but Moses 
afterwards caused the rite to be per- 
formed on them ; as did Joshua on 
their children, who, during the wan- 
derings in the Desert, had remained 
uncircumcised.'* 

The importance of circumcision 
arises from two principal causes. 
The First is, that, as the Talmud 
says, in accordance with the text of 
Holy Writ, "Abraham ^as not con- 
sidered as PERFECT, until the cove- 
nant of circumcision was afforded to 
him." In like manner it is indis- 
pensably necessary to his descend- 
*ants, in order to attain that great 
end and aim of our being, — perfec- 
tion, that every in dividual among them 
should be circumcised. The Second 
is, that, as circumcision is the token 
of the Covenant, appointed by the 
Deity, obedience is due to a com- 
mandment, the infringement of 
which breaks that covenant, and calls 
forth a dire denunciation. 

We would not at all have alluded 
to the first of these causes, — as the 
second is amply sufficient, and divine 
commandments are subjects of obe- 
dience, not of ratiocination, — but for 
the twofold direction of the com- 
mand itself, which renders it impe- 
rative on the parent to cause the rite 
to be performed ; or, should the pa- 
rent have neglected it, this duty 



then dcTolves on the man himself. 
If the merit of this observance con- 
sisted in obedience only, it would, 
like all other enactments of Holy 
Writ, be left to the free will of the 
man on whom it operates, to perform 
or to decline it, according to the dic- 
tates of his volition. But as circum- 
cision, and that on the eighth day, 
has a further merit, namely, that to 
the seed of Abraham (the Israelites) 
there can be no perfection without 
it, and as thus its importance com- 
mences at a time, when the helpless 
state of him that is operated on pre- 
cludes free-will and the merit of obe- 
dience ; it is a duty incumbent on the 
parent to secure tnat means of per- 
fection to his offspring. This seems 
to be the sense of the discourse in 
Bereshith Rabbah, (chap, xiv.) be- 
tween R. Hoshaiah and a heathen 
philosopher, who asked of the for- 
mer : "If circumcision is thus pre- 
cious and important, why was it not 
bestowed on Adam ? " R. Hoshaiah 
retorted, ** Why do we cut the hair 
off our heads and not our beards ? " 
The philosopher answered: "Be- 
cause those are grown in the folly of 
our childhood ; whilst the beard is 
the production of our riper years." 
R. Hoshaiah replied : " Were this 
reason the true one, our hands, feet, 
or other members ought likewise to 
be cut off. For they too are grown 
in the folly of our childhood." The 
philosopher retorted : " This has no 
connection with my .question, from 
which we are altogether digressing." 
R. Hoshaiah answered : " To dismiss 
thee without any instruction would 
be unbecoming. I therefore only say, 
acids must be mitigated ; wheat must . 
be ground ; and man, too, must un- 
dergo preparation." It appears the 
Rabbi, in the first instance, refused 
him any explanation ; as he did not 
consider the philosopher capable of 
conceiving the profound reasons 
which can be given : and he there- 
fore points out to him the folly of 
questioning Divine commands, when 
he cannot truly account for a fashion 
which is but of human origin. But 
as this did not induce the philoso- 
pher to desist from his pertinacious 
questioning, the Rabbi, whilst he 
admits that it would be improper 
to dismiss him without any in- 
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Btruction whatever, limits the in- 
formation he affords to the mere 
remark, that man needs preparation. 
We, too, will follow the example 
which R. Hoshaiah has left us, and 
not obtrude on the philosophic ques- 
tioner of the present day the pro- 
found -motives which dictated the 
command to Abraham, but will con- 
tent ourselves with a few observations 
in elucidation of the Rabbi's words : 
** Man must undergo preparation." 

We concede that this appears to 
be no reply to the question proposed : 
For if man is required to undergo a 
preparation, why was that prepara- 
tion not afforded to Adam ? But the 
meaning of the philosopher's ques- 
tion was, ** How can man improve 
the creation of his God, who, had he 
considered circumcision so precious 
and important to human perfection, 
would have created Adam according- 
ly ?" The reply of the Rabbi had the 
following meaning: "Adam came per- 
fect from the hands of his Maker -.Had 
he preserved that state of perfection, 
there would, indeed, have been no 
occasion for man's undergoing any 
preparation. But as ho did not 
do so, man needs preparation in 
order to mitigate his acerbities." 
By PERFECTION is meant moral per- 
fection. We do not intend to define 
the fall of Adam; but one fact is 
universally agreed in — namely, that 
before bis transgression he was pure 
and innocent, so that those appetites 
which at present degenerate into 
sinful desires, were then ennobled 
by innocence and free from passion. 
Subsequently he became corrupted 
by the sway of the passions ; and the 
proof of their sinfulness is shame. 
Therefore, Holy Writ teaches, that, 
before their transgression, ** they 
were both naked, the man and his 
wife, and they were not ashamed." 
(Genesis ii. 25.) But when disobe- 
dience of the divine command strip- 
ped them of the innocence t^d 
purity in which they were clothed, 
sin engendered its consequence — 
shame ; as we are told, *' And the 
eyes of both were opened, and they 
discovered that they were naked." 
Therefore when summoned into the 
Divine presence, Adam says, **I 
was afraid, because I am naked : " 
which calls forth the rebuke, " Who 



told thee thou wert naked ? " (Gen. 
iii. 7, 10, 11.) "What is become 
of that innocence which ennobled 
thee, and was too pure to admit of 
shame ? " As thus sin banished pure 
innocence from Adam and his de- 
scendants, the Divine command of 
circumcision comes in aid of our 
fkllen nature, and to enable man to 
regain perfection. Thus the sons 
of Jacob said to Shechem, "We 
cannot do this thing to give* our sis- 
ter to one that is uncircumcised 
l^b win rTQ")n-'»D for this is a 
shameful disgrace unto us." (Gen. 
3^xxiv. 14.) Their meaning could 
not be, that it would be a disgrace 
to them in the eyes of the world, 
were they, the only circumcised 
family then in existence, to give their 
sister to one, who, in this respect, 
resembled the great mass of man- 
kind .- But as they wished to impress 
him with the importance and advan- 
tage of this observance, as contri- 
buting to human perfection ; they 
prove the sinfulness of the pas- 
sions by citing the shame which 
attends their indulgence. 

As we said before, it is a duty in- 
cumbent on the parent to cause the 
rite of circumcision to he performed 
on his offspring. In addition to its 
being the covenant established by 
the Deity, it is likewise symbolic of 
what is due to all the command- 
ments of religion ; namely uncon- 
ditional obedience, although human 
reason may not fathom their cause. 
Self-conceit would (as in the present 
day it actually does) cavil at the 
performance of this duty; and start 
the question, " What right have pa- 
rents to force their helpless babes 
into a Covenant, and impose on 
them a religious system, independent 
of their inclination, will, and con- 
sciousness?" We could, in reply, 
retort by asking, "What right had 
Abraham, the father of circumcision, 
to bind his son on the altar, and to 
take up a knife with the fixed in- 
tention to slay him ?" The answer 
to both questions is the game : The 
right is conferred by the command 
of the Deity, the great Lord of life 
and being, whose justice is equalled 
by his mercy, who commands niught 
but what is really conducive to our 
true good, however little the blind- 
Q2 
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fold researches of human reason can command all other considerations 

conceive his motives. In obedience yield ; alike route is the arrogance 

to that command the ri^ht is exer- of philo sophy and the repugnance of 

cised. And we who know, that pity. p«l ^1D tDDp n«ton >D 

"he spoke and it was, he commanded ^vBH tD^Qini "tor like the sin 

and it stood firm ; " that when he ^f sorcery is rebellion,— like iniouity 

said, "Let there be," creation, in all and idols is perverseness." (1 Sam. 

its glorious variety, was perfect, — ^^^ 23.) 

are we to question his command- yf^ stated at the commencement 

ments, and reason on the extent of ^^f ti^ig article that circumcision is 

obedience due to him, or of the called ni«, "a sign or token." It 

nghts which that obedience confers ? y^^ ^^j^ appellation in common with 

Far from us be such presumption. ^^^ Sabbath, and most probably for 

That perfect obedienc^^ the same reason; namely, though 

father of the faithful bequeathed us ^^^ observance is peculiar to Israel- 

his glorious example, is at least par- ^ j^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^y^^^^, sole benefit 

tially to be perpetuated m his de- ^.> ^^^ ^ ^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^^ e of V 

scendants, the sons of Jacob. How- distinguishing their community from 

ever parental tenderness may repme ; others ; but it is intended as a sign 

however the helpless innocent, ^r token to all the nations of the 

scarcely ushered into the world, may ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^f Moses is truly 

implore pity by its unconscious cries ; ^^^ revelation of the Most High ; and 

Abraham IS to be imitate^. Despight ^^^^ Israelites are Witnesses to the 

the yearnings of the father s heart, ^^^^^ ^f that revelation ; and, in order 

the keen edge of the knife initiates ^^ be accredited as such, they are 

the new-born Israelite into the esta- stamped with the indeUble seal of 

bhshed covenant; for the Lord of the covenant, 
the universe commands it; to that 

{To be continued,) 

I II. CRITICAL EXAMINATION OF RABBINICAL WRITERS. 

THE TALMUD. — NO. III. 

In our last article on this subject we availed ourselves of the assist- 
ance and authority of Rabenu Moses bar Maimon (Maimonides) to 
acquaint our readers with the circumstantial details of the order in 
which the traditions of the oral law were transmitted, and for that pur- 
pose submitted to them the preface to his Jad Hachazaka. We now con- 
tinue to use the assistance which the numerous and comprehensive works 
of that great author, and his acknowledged critical acumen, have placed 
at our disposal ; and, in order to elucidate whatever may have remained 
obscure and incomplete in our former article, and also to examine the 
various divisions of the Talmud, we introduce to our readers the follow- 
ing treatise, which was originally written by Maimonides in Arabic, but 
was subsequently, at the request of the Jews of Marseilles, translated 
into Hebrew by R. Jehuda ben Solomon Alchophni, called El Charisi, a 
native of Spain, who lived in the beginning of the 13th century ; and 
though in it our author digresses into an investigation of prophecy, we 
trust his remarks on that important subject will be considered of some 
interest. 

PREFACE TO THE TALMUDIC TREATISE, " ZERAIM." 
, BY MAIMONIDES. 

Know that every commandment He!) gave to Moses our teacher, 
which the Holy One (blessed be (peace be with him !) was accom- 
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panied by its exposition : First the 
commandment was imparted to him, 
and then its full and particular elu- 
cidation. This was the case with 
every thing that is comprised in the 
book of the Law. The manner in 
which it was communicated to the 
Israelites was, as the Talmud relates, 
(Treatise Erubin, chap, v., fol. 55,) 
"Alter the Divine commandment had 
been given to Moses he withdrew to 
his tent, and was followed by Aaron, 
to whom Moses communicated the 
commandment that had been given 
to him, and the exposition which ac- 
companied the same ; both of which 
he taught him. When this was 
done, Aaron took his place at the 
right hand of Moses. His two 
sons, Eleazar and Ithamar, next 
entered, and to them Moses repeated 
the whole of what he had already 
told Aaron, whose sons seated them- 
selves, one at the left hand of Moses, 
the second at the right hand of 
Aaron. The seventy elders were 
next ushered in, and to them Moses 
recapitulated all that he had said to 
Aaron and to his sons. The tent 
was then thrown open to the 
body of the people, and to every 
one who came to seek the Lord. 
To them all Moses once more stated 
the whole of what he had already 
imparted to Aaron, to his sons, and 
to the seventy elders ; so that every 
one could hear the commandment 
and its exposition as it fell from the 
lips of Moses. Thus Aaron heard 
the instruction, repeated by Moses, 
four different times, his sons heard 
it thrice, the elders twice, and the 
body of the people once. When 
this was done, Moses retired, and 
Aaron repeated the commandment 
he had four times heard from 
Moses, together with its exposition, 
to all who were present ; and when 
his sous had thus likewise heard the 
commandment four times, namely, 
thrice from Moses, and once from 
their father; Aaron also retired, 
and was succeeded by his sons ; who 
likewise repeated to all who were 
present the whole of the command- 
ment, together with its exposition ; 
upon which thev withdrew. The 
seventy elders, who in like manner 
heard the instruction recapitulated 
four times, namely, twice from 



Moses, once from Aaron, and once 
from his sons, then began to in- 
struct those who were present in 
the commandment and its exposi- 
tion ; so that the body of the peo- 
ple also heard i% four times, namely, 
from Moses, from Aaron, from his 
sons, and from the seventy elders." 
When the congregation dispersed, 
the people instructed each other in 
what they had heard from the 
mouth of Moses, and wrote the 
commandments on megiloth, or 
rolls. The chiefs of the nation 
went about to teach the whole peo- 
ple of Israel, and to expound to 
them the commandment, until the 
people acquired a perfect know- 
ledge thereof. The commandment 
itself was, as we said before, pre- 
served in writing; the exposition 
was committed to memory, with all 
its details and particular Explana- 
tions. In accordance with this is 
the comment of our Rabbies in the 
Torath Cohanim, (Leviticus xxv. 1.,) 
** And the Lord spake unto Moses 
on Mount ^inaV Why does Holy 
Writ, in this particular passage, use 
the words **on Mount Sinai" as 
the whole of the law was delivered 
on that Mount ? It is done to de- 
note that, as the law of shmita (the 
agrarian rest of the seventh year) 
was given at Mount Sinai, with all 
and every the explanations, details, 
and particular enactments thereunto 
appertaining; thus, and in like 
manner, all and every command- 
ment was given at Sinai, accom- 
panied by the explanations, details, 
and particular enactments thereunto 
respectively appertaining." As an 
instance, we cite: The Holy One 
(blessed be HbI) said to Moses, " In 
booths ye shall dwell seven days." 
(Leviticus xxiii. 42.) This com- 
mandment was written down ; but in 
addition thereto, Moses received 
from the Deity the full and circum- 
stantial explanation which this com- 
mandment required. Such as : That 
this command is compulsory only 
on males, not on females ; that sick 
or wayfaring men are exempt from 
its observance ; [that the booth 
must be thatched with vegetable ma- 
terials, but only such as are no 
longer in a state of actual vegeta- 
tion, nor yet with any manufactured 
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article, such as coverlids, or -gar- 
ments, or vessels, although the raw 
material these were made of was 
a vegetahle ; that it is incumhent 
to eat, drink and sleep in the 
booth ; that its area must not be 
less than seven cubits square, nor 
its height less than ten cubits, and 
so forth. Thus, and in the like 
manner, the whole of the six hun- 
dred and thirteen commandments, 
together with their full and particu- 
lar expositions, were delivered to 
the Prophet of blessed memory, and 
preserved, the commandments in 
writing, the expositions by verbal 
tradition. 

In the fortieth year after their 
exit from Egypt, in the eleventh 
month {Shevat) on the first of the 
month, Moses caused the people to 
be assembled, and told them» " The 
time of my decease is approaching. 
If, therefore, any one of you has 
forgotten any decision of the law 
(Jialachah) which he has heard, let 
him come to me and I will recal and 
explain it to him. Whosoever en- 
tertains any doubt respecting the 
true intent and meaning of any 
hdlachah, let him apply to me, and I 
will solve it." Such is the com- 
mentary of our Rabbies in the book 
Siphri, on the words "Moses be- 
gan to explain this law." (Deutero- 
nomy i. 5.) Thus the Israelites ob- 
tained directly from Moses's own 
mouth a full and detailed exposition 
of all that appertains to the law, to 
which purpose he devoted the time 
between the first day of the eleventh 
month (Shevat) until the seventh 
day of the twelfth month {Adar), 
Shortly before his death he com- 
menced writing the law on rolls of 
parchment, of which he completed 
thirteen copies (all in the same 
shape as those which we have at 
nresent) from the n beth of n^tl^«1 ^ 
bereshith (the first letter of the first 
word in Genesis,) until the b lamed 
of b«1U^> Israel, (the last letter of 
the last word in Deuteronomy,) 
(vide Talmud, treatise Bava bathra, 
first chapter, folio 15). To each of 
the twelve tribes he gave one of 
these copies ; in order that thev might 
live ana regulate their conauct in 
conformity to his precepts. The 



thirteenth he gave to the Levitea 
whom he bade, ** Take this book of 
the Law." (Deuteronomy xxxi. 26.) 
He then ascended the Mount Nebo 
on the seventh day of Adar, about 
noon, (Talmud, treatise MegUah, 
folio 13, and Siphri, division Haaz* 
inu,) from whence he returned no 
more. 

After his departure, (peace be 
with him,) and Joshua haa entered 
into possession of that inheritance 
which had been set apart for him, 
to become the guardian of the laws, 
he made them his constant study, 
so that he and his contemporaries 
perfectly understood them. And 
whatever was transmitted by Joshua 
or any one of the elders, is of un- 
questionable authority, and has 
never been made the subject of dis- 
pute or difference of opinion. If 
cases arose, to which the precise ap- 
plication of the law had not been 
heard from the Prophet, they built 
their decision on logical conclusions, 
in accordance with the thirteen ca- 
non8,or principles of logic, which Mo- 
ses received on Mount Sinai, for the 
purpose of applying them to the 
explanation of the law. Of these 
decisions there are some to which 
all conformed and agreed ; others, 
however, are disputed, as different 
conclusions were deduced from the 
reasonings on which they were 
built. In cases where thus a differ- 
ence of opinion arose and prevailed, 
the decision adopted was that of 
the majority ; as it is commanded in 
the law, " to incline towards the ma- 
jority." (Exodus xxiii. 2.) Know fur- 
thermore, that even prophecy does 
not avail to expound the law, so as 
to depart from the branches of its 
commandments as laid down by the 
above-mentioned thirteen principles ; 
for in the same manner that Joshua 
and Phineas were competent, by 
means of these principles, to form 
decisions built on logical reasoning, 
in like manner Rav Abina and Rav 
Ashi were competent so to do. If 
thou wishest to inquire, " What then 
constitutes the preference of the 
Prophet and his works, relative to 
the observance of any command- 
ment and to its exposition?" I assure 
thee that this subject is one of the 
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great and essential principles which 
are' the 'foundation and support of 
our religion. 

This appears to me a proper op- 
portunity to elucidate the above im- 
portant principle ; which, however, it 
is impossible to do,unless we previous- 
ly enumerate the means by which the 
pretensions of any prophet can be 
legitimated. For this, too, is an im- 
portant principle ; the want of due 
acquaintance with which has misled 
multitudes of human beings ; and 
even those few who are gifted with 
greater penetration and reflection, 
and who refuse to allow the claims 
of any prophet, unless he works won- 
ders, such as those of our teacher 
Moses, of blessed memory, or controls 
the ordinary course of nature, like 
Elijah, of happy memory, when he 
restored to life the son of the widow, 
(1 Kings xvii. 22,) or any one of 
the miracles performed by Elisha. 
(Peace be with him !) But in reality, 
this is not essential to a prophet. 
For all the wonders wrought by 
Elijah, Elisha, or any of the pro- 
phets, were not intended for the 
purpose of confirming the truth of 
their prophetic mission, as this was 
already previously acknowledged ; 
but those which they performed were 
according to what their occasions re« 
quiredj and as they were in close 
and intimate communication with 
the Deity, he performed their desire, 
as he has assured the just, '* Thou 
shalt pronounce thy decree, and he 
will confirm it unto thee." (Job 
xxii. 28.) But what really estab- 
lishes the claims of the prophet we 
shall hereafter elucidate. We will, 
however, in the first instance, ofifer 
our remarks on prophecy generally, 
whether it be delivered in the name 
and authority of idolatrous worship 
or in that of the One true God. 

The first is properly classed under 
two heads, 1. If a prophet should 
arise who asserts, " Such a constel- 
lation has inspired me and com- 
manded me to worship it in such a 
manner, or has said, 'Adore me as I 
direct, and I will answer thee : * " Or 
if the Prophet exhorts mankind to 



worship any image br idol, and as- 
serts that tnis idol has directed how 
its worship is to be performed, and 
that the prophet should issue cer- 
tain commands in its name, respect- 
ing any purpose whatever, as was 
done by the prophets of Baal and 
those of the Groves. (1 Kings xviii.) 
2. If the prophet asserts that the 
word of God came to him, and 
commanded the worship of any idol, 
or to exorcise the astral influences, 
and that he should proclaim the 
rites and ceremonies thereto requir- 
ed, — as the law predicts in Deutero- 
nomy xiii. 1 ; — this likewise is con- 
sidered as a prophecy, in the name 
and authority of idols. For, whether 
the prophet asserts that he is com- 
manded either by the idol, or by the 
Deity, that idols should be worship, 
ped the aim of his prophecy re- 
mains the same. And if two wit- 
nesses attest that any man has been 
guilty of this crime of idolatrous 
prophecy in either of the two ways 
we have stated above, his punish- 
ment, according to law, is death by 
strangulation, as it is commanded, 
** Such prophet or dreamer of dreams 
shall be put to death." (Deuterono- 
my xiii. 5.) Nor is it needful in 
such a case to investigate by what 
means the authority of his prophecy 
is to be confirmed. We require nei- 
ther sign nor miracle to be convinced. 
And if he actually performs wonders 
the like of which we never heard, in 
order to prove his prophetic mission, 
his doom remains unalterable,— he 
must be put to death, without any 
regard being had to the miracles he 
has wrought ; — for these take place- 
because (as the law says) " the Lord 
your God proveth you," (Deut. xiii. 
3,) — particularly as the opposition of 
reason denies the evidence of his 
wonders more strongly than the ex- 
ercise of our visual powers confirms 
them ; as the roost perfect evidence 
that can be propounded to our rea- 
son is the fact that worship oradora. 
tion is due, solely, to the One First 
Cause who gave existence to all be 
ings, and who alone is all perfect. 



(To be continued.) 
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III. METAPHYSICS AND PHILOSOPHY OF THE RABBIES. 

Sepher Ikkarim : ** book op peinciplbs : *' bt r. josbph albo. 
(CoiUimied from page llOj 



CHAPTBR X. 

Whatbvbr is distinct in itself, and 
separate from other things, may have 
the word " One " applied to it. 
Thus we say, ** one people : " as the 
individuals composing this people 
are separate from others hy means 
of some peculiarity which forms 
them into a distinct body : As, for 
instance, the Arabs by their religion ; 
the Negroes, by their colour ; and 
generally, all nations, by means of 
their language. The word " one " 
is likewise used to denote what is 
peculiar to the individual : As, for 
mstance, " Reuben or Simeon is the 
only One of the human species." 
" The man or the horse is the only 
ONE among animals." When the 
word is used, as in the last two ct- 
amples, it denotes that the indivi- 
dual mentioned is possessed of some 
distinction peculiar only to itself. 
Therefore the application is more 
just, when it is said, *' Reuben is 
one," (although he is composed of 
several members, the variety of which 
is visible,) than when we speak of the 
Arabs as " one people." The just- 
ness of the application increases, 
when yye speak of one member be- 
longing to Reuben; although such 
member is composed of various ma- 
terials : because it is difficult for the 
senses to separate these materials. 
The strictness of the application in- 
creases when we say, " One pure 
element." This the senses cannot 
solve into matter and form ; which 
composition is assigned to it by rea- 
son only. Still more true is tne ex- 
pression, when applied to a super- 
ficies, whichtruth increases when we 
say, '' One line," as this is a simple 
extension, without any addition 
either In reality or in idea ; and "is 
therefore more strictly an unit than 
the pure element in which matter and 
form may be severed by reason, or 
the superficies which is composed of 
length and breadth. Accordingly, the 
line is distinct from all other objects, 
and has no community with any. 
Still the line is not a perfect unity, 
because it may be either straight or 
a curve; these can be divided and 



•abdivided ; and each part would 
still constitute a line, its claim to 
be an absolute unit are therefore sur- 
passed by those of the point ; as this 
cannot be divided either in deed or 
thought, is distinct from all other 
objects, and has 410 community with 
any, except in as far as it must rest 
on something. Thus the point is 
not an abstract unity; it must 
therefore yield to the nimerical 
One, which rests on nothing, and 
has no community with any other 
object whatsoever. Its existence, 
however, is not real, but only ideal ; 
and in idea we can represent to our- 
selves a collection of such units, as 
it is the propertv of numbers to be 
composed of such. Thus the nume- 
rical one is not a real unity : So that 
no other real, abstract, and absolute 
unity can be found throughout the 
universe, except God, to whom the 
word OsB can with the strictest jus- 
tice and truth be applied. He is 
alone, and unequallea in every re- 
spect : So that no other being has 
the slightest community with Him, 
even in the appellation "Being;" 
as we have already proved the im- 
possibility of two or more beings, 
each possessing inherent, absolute, 
and unconditional existence. Nor 
is it possible to imagine two or 
more beings otherwise than one as 
the Producer, and all the rest as his 
products. 

Having thus proved, that the ap- 
pellation *' One " does really and 
truly appertain to that Being only 
who, in every respect, has no com- 
munity with all other beings, and is 
infinitely beyond the semblance of 
equality with any of them ; and hav- 
ing moreover demonstrated, by evi- 
dence the most conclusive, that He 
whose existence is inherent, abso- 
lute, and unconditional can neither 
have any equal, nor the most remote 
community with any other object 
whatsoever; it clearly follows that 
the unity which we assign to the 
Deity is negative only ; and is not 
at all positive, as it means, that 
none other is equal to, or co-essen- 
tial with. Him. Consequently, unity 
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is not an addition to his essence ; 
and, accordingly, the Law proclaims : 
•' Hear, O Israel ! the Lord our God, 
theLordisone ; " (Deut. vi. 40name. 
ly, as the Lord who is 1i*n!7«, " our 
God," is the Producer of all that ex- 
ists, and the great First Cause, (and 
as such must, as we have fully 
proved, he inherent, absolute, and 
unconditional,) He is One without 
any equal. Therefore His unity is 
negative, and consequently forms no 
addition to His essence. 

CHAPTER XI, 

All beings are either such whose 
being is essential in itself, or such 
others whose being is , composite. 
Those of the latter order are all ac- 
cidental. Those of the first order 
form three divisions or classes : 1. 
Material. These are the lowest in 
degree. 2. Intellects, or separate in- 
telligences, who hfive no connexion 
whatever with matter. The medium 
between these two extremes is 
formed by, 3. Souls, who have some 
connexion with matter. They re- 
ceive impression and effect from 
intellect, and bestow it on matter ; 
they consequently occupy the central 
rank between the inferior or matter, 
and the superior or intellect. As 
thus there is a great diversity of 
beings, whose numbers and varieties 
are evident, it behoves us to explain 
how the First Cause (who, as we 
have already, and to the full satis- 
faction of our readers, demonstrated, 
is absolute and simple unity in the 
strictest sense of the word,) can 
produce a plurality, as it is a standing 
axiom that from one proceeds one. 
Many opinions have been held on 
this subject, some of themcabbalisti- 
cal,* others adopted by the Arab 
sages, and some of the wise men of 
our own nation.. In order to give 
and elucidate our own opinion, we 
will preface our inquiry with some 
remarks on angels. 

CHAPTER XII. 

Concerning the essence of angels 
various opinions are entertained by 

• The author here enters ftilly into the 
cabbaliBtical system ; but as it is chiefly 
a recapitnlation of what vre have already 
given under that head, we omit it, and refer 
our readers to page 50. 



philosophers and saga divines, 
though all conjointlv agree in their 
existence. Philosopners maintain, 
that as angels are solely intellectual, 
no plurality can be assigned to them ; 
as beings that are immateriid, and 
not distinguished by outward form, 
cannot be said to be plural : For the 
variety of beings is caused either by 
the difference of matter, however 
subtile, or by thst of form. Hence 
they conclude, that plurality amongst 
angels is caused by the fact that one 
is a producer, and another is a pro- 
duct. And, according to their asser- 
tion, some of our Rabbies likewise 
incline towards this opinion, and as- 
sert that the numbers of angels are 
equal to that of the astral orbits : 
And as the number of those orbits, 
as far as our observations extend, is 
either forty-nine or fifty, the number 
of angels must be the same. Such, 
they maintain, was the opinion of 
the Talmudists when they asserted 
that fifty degrees of understanding 
were created; all of which were im- 
parted to Moses, except one only, as 
it is written, " Thou hast made him 
a little less tD^rr^k^D tCan the an- 
gels ; " (Psalm viii. 5 ;) and they 
called them " degrees of under- 
standing," as each forms a distinct 
perception. But this opinion cannot 
have been that of our Rabbies of 
blessed memory, as it is directly 
contrary to the meaning of Holy 
Writ : For were these opinions cor- 
rect, the consequence would be, that 
angels who are sent on missions to 
different men, have no real existence, 
save in the imagination of such men. 
Whereas, according to the sacred 
Scriptures, numbers of angels really 
exist ; as our Rabbies said when 
they expounded the passage : *' The 
chariots of God are many myriads, 
thousands of angels." (Psalm lirviiij 
17.) And again : " Thousands 
thousands ministered unto him, and 
ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood before him.*' (Daniel vii. 10.) 
Thus, likewise, we find that angels, 
whose existence is real, are sent to 
different men ; as, " He shall give 
his angels the charge over thee, to 
guard thee in all thy ways." 
(Psalm xci. 11.) •'The man Ga- 
briel, whom I had seen in the 
vision, being caused to fly swiftly. 



Digitized by 



Google 



123 



MKTAPHY8IC8 AND PHILOSOPHY OP THB RABBIBS. 



touched me about the time of the 
evening oblation." (Daniel ix. 11.) 
'' None holdeth with me in these 
things but Michael your prince." 
(Daniel ix. 21.) These different 
quotations prpve, that angels are 
numerous, and that those sent to 
men have a real existence ; and ac- 
cordingly these opinions have been 
embraced by all systems of faith. 
And, to account for the variety of 
these intellectual and immaterial 
beings, we say that the distinction 
between them is caused by the differ- 
ent degrees of understanding they 
have attained respecting the Divine 
attributes, without any necessity for 
their being producer and produced 
of and by each other. Accordingly 
the epitnet " intellectual " apper- 
tains to them all collectively ; wnere- 
as each one is distinct through the 
degree of his attainments. This 
does not assume any plurality in 
their individual essence ; for beings 
in general are either such as are 
composed of what is theirs collec- 
tively, and what is their peculiar dis- 
tinction, as is the case with man, 
composed of life and intellect, (thus 
he is really composite and really dis- 
tinct.) or such who are only called 
** composite " without really being 
80 J as colour, which expression 
is composed of seeing and what 
is seen, and becomes distinct through 
the former, (seeing,) but which, 
however, forms no plurality in the 
essence of the colour. In like man- 
ner, although the expression by 
which the separate intelligences 
called angels are denoted, imf^ies 
composition, yet their essence is not 
composite ; as even those philoso- 
phers, whose opinions we combat, 
must confess, tnat, although angels 
be not producer and produced, there 
yet may be a distinction between 
them in consequence of their various 
agencies. We are therefore justified 
in maintaining, that the distinction 
of their respective individualities 
consists in the greater or less degree 
they have attained of acquaintance 
with the Divine attributes, and ac- 
cording to which they are either su- 
perior or inferior, and vary in their 
powers and agency. For as the ruler 
of a state appoints various officers, 
whose rank and power differ accord- 



ing to their canabilities ; thus like- 
wise the Holy One (blessed be He !) 
has assigned to each of the angels 
his sphere of action according to the 
extent of his knowledge of the Di- 
vine attributes. And as these attri- 
butes are manifold and infinite, the 
necessary consequence is, that these 
angels or separate intelligences must 
be very numerous and various, ac- 
cording to the degrees of knowledge 
they have attained, and of power 
that are confided to them, (without 
the necessity of their being producers 
and produced of and by each other,) 
although there is no plurality in their 
essence, and they are produced by 
the great First Cause, which is abso- 
lute Unity. This is our opinion: 
it is the true one, in accordance with 
the sacred Scriptures, and with the 
researches of reason^ as we shall 
fully illustrate. . 

CHAPTER XIII. 

Numerous and various effects are 
owing to one |of three causes: 1. 
Variety of the powers which Rre ac- 
tively employed : As, for instance, 
the effects produced by us through 
the power of love vary from those 
produced through the force of anger. 
2. The variety of the objects sub- 
mitted to the agency of one power : 
As, for instance, fire, which dissolves * 
resin, and condenses salt. 3. The 
variety of the instruments by means 
of which the active power operates : 
As, for instance, the needle with 
. which the tailor sews, and the scis- 
sors with which he cuts. These 
three different causes, however, to 
which the diversity of effects may be 
traced, cannot occasion the variety of 
effects which are produced by the 
Deity. For He (blessed be He !) is 
an absolute unity ; there is no plu- 
rality of powers in him ; no variety 
in the objects submitted to the agency 
of his power, and no diversity of the 
instruments by means of which he 
operated. It may be said that one 
other cause yet remains by which we 
may account for the plurality and 
variety of his productions ; namely, 
a progressive medium. As if first 
one was produced, by means of whom 
another was called into existence ; 
and so on in similar progression. K 
this be not the case, the question is 
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obvious, " How or whence does the 
variety and plurality of creation arise, 
as the product of absolute unity can 
only be one ? " But if the case be 
such as we stated above, there ougkt 
not in the universe to be any com- 
posite of numbers, but each species 
of beings ought to be a unit ; and 
each unit ought to be the product 
of one producer, superior in degree 
to itself. Such, however, is not the 
case, as we find bodies composed of 
matter and form, man composed of 
matter and spirit ; the* one is not the 
cause of being to the other, but they 
exist independent of each other. 
Consequently this opinion is not te- 
nable ; and the question still remains 
unanswered. This difficulty occa- 
sioned some of the ancients, and after 
them the philosopher Manes, (whose 
adherents are called " Manichees,") 
to maintain the existence of two first 
causes ,one of good, and one of evil ; 
as they and he asserted it to be im- 
possible that One Cause should pro- 
duce contrary effects, such as are 
good and evil, under which two 
names they comprehended and class- 
ed all the varieties of creation. This 
opinion, however, has been repu- 
diated by sages, from various reasons ; 
and particularly because mature re- 
flection and investigation teach us 
that, however various and manifold 
are the works of creation, they all 
have but one aim and tendency ; 
namely, the preservation of the 
whole. Such is the wonderful order 
which we perceive in the universe ; 
resembling the order and discipline 
observed by an army, and which pre- 
supposes the supreme command of 
One Leader ; or the regularity of. an 
established government, which is 
guided by on'fe Supreme Ruler. Al- 
though both the army and the go- 
vernment are composed of a plurality, 
and are under the direction of offi- 
cers and magistrates of various de- 
grees and powers, yet either army or 
government forms but one whole; 
as the aim and tendency of the vari- 
ous parts is th^ same. Thus good 
and evil are not the effects of differ- 
ent cituses ; but collective existence 
has but one aim, that which is good; 
whereas evil is not one of the objects 
intended by the plan of creation, but is 
called into momentary existence for the 
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purpose of punishing and chastising, 
in order to promote the good, which 
is the general aim of that plan. A 
father chastises his son ; and though 
the act of chastising in itself is an evil, 
yet it is resorted to for the purpose 
of promoting good. And as thus 
the general purport of all is to pro- 
mote the general good, it is impossi- 
ble there should not be an admixture 
of individual evil or suffering; which, 
however, bears no proportion to the 
universal quantum of good. Such 
is the case in man, whose being is 
composed of an intellectual and a 
physical soul ; the former of which 
engenders good, the latter evil, de- 
sires; the first is requisite for the 
preservation of individual being; 
the second for that of the species, 
and without which it would become 
extinct. Such is the decree of 
Supreme Wisdom, that, amidst the 
immensity of general and universal 
good, there should be some, admix- 
ture of evil; and our reason can* 
conceive, that the great preponde- 
rance of good constitutes the general 
good ; as this admixture, constitut- 
ing the state of things as they ac- 
tually are, is by far preferable to 
their not being at all. For instance, 
fire is a great and general good, 
which to the inferior beings is alto- 
gether indispensable ; nevertheless 
it is sometimes the pernicious source 
of great calamity. Still, no one 
would take upon himself to assert, 
that the po^er of fire is not generally 
beneficial. In like manner there are 
things which, in themselves, are 
evils ; nevertheless they purpose 
that which is good. Such are, for 
instance, the punishments which le- 
l^islators and rulers enact in society ; 
m themselves they are evil, but be- 
come necessary for the general good, 
as they preserve the welfare and 
tranquillity of society, composed as 
it is of various individuals, differing 
in rank and occupation ; yet, like 
the various members of the human 
body, forming but one whole, and 
animated by one object. Some 
things may be found which are per- 
nicious to the human frame, as it is 
composed of terrestrial matter ; but 
they too are necessary to the whole, 
which would be imperfect without 
them. Our decided opinion is, that 
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there is but one First Cause ; from 
whom all beings, however different, 
have tlieir derivation; that these 
have but one regular order and ten- 
dencv ; that they form a chain com- 
posed of links ; and though each of 
them has a special purpose, yet all 
collectively are- subservient to and 
promote the great universal aim, 
which is the preservation of the 
whole. But as the question, *' How 
can absolute unity produce pluralitv 
of effects ? " still remains unanswerea, 
ive proceed to say, this conclusion is 
just, and the question proper, when 
applied to an agent of limited power. 
But the Deity (blessed be Hb !) is 
the Universal Agent, whose power 
is unlimited, and who is so perfectly 
universal that the name " Agent," 
although applied to others aa well as 
to Him, is nevertheless and in reality 
peculiar to him alone, and does not 
require any distinction, as we have 
already illustrated. Consequently, 
puch a question cannot be applied 
to Him, as it is answered by His 
omnipotence. Moreover, we call 
Him '' Agent" only in conse«> 
quence of liis relation to the ef- 
fects produced; and as all these 
effects and productions, however dif- 
ferent, have but one aim and ten- 
dency, they all are in reality but one 
effect produced by Him. As the in- 
tellectual soul in man, although one 
in its essence, operates variously, but 
to one purpose, that of self-preserv- 
ation. Thus likewise there is only 
one purpose proceeding from him, 
(blessed be He !) namely, universal 

iTobe 



order, to preserve which the mani- 
fold links in the chain of creation 
are absolutely requisite. Those es. 
sential beings who are independent 
ai matter, ascend to the First Uni* 
versal Cause, in a gradation so regu* 
lated, that, were any one of them want- 
ing, such vacuum would disturb the 
perfection of that order by means of 
which the great aim is at present at- 
tained. Thus in the various motions 
of the astral orbits, there is in them 
all one universal movement, as they 
derive from oift cause and effect one 
purpose. But the whole of their 
movements result from His com- 
mand, (blessed be Hb !) which like- 
wise enacts the preservation of the 
universe ; not because such preserv- 
ation is absolute and unconditional, 
(as it is impossible to think that a 
pure absolute InteUigence could pro- 
duce absolute ana unconditional 
matter,) but because such is his 
will. The result of all we have said 
is, that the endless varietv of the 
works of creation arises trom the 
progressive medium; but not from 
any plurality in the First Cause, 
whose unity is perfect and absolute ; 
and therefore tne sacred Scriptures 
proclaim to us : " Hear, O Israel, 
the Lord thy God, the Lord is One 1" 
That is to say, although he is the 
Qpd of all the many beings that he 
has created. He nevertheless is onb. 
We will now turn our attention to 
the second branch of the first essen- 
tial principle; namely, that the 
Deity is immaterial and not pos^ 
sessed of material faculties. 

continued.) 



JV. MORALITY OF THE RABBIES. 
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EIGHT CHAPTERS OF ETHICS. 

BY MAIMONIDES. 
( Continued from page 112.) 

CHAPTER II. 



WHICH FACULTIES OF THE SOUL ARE 
THE SEAT OF GOOD OR BAD QUA- 
LITIES. 

Know that the active observance 
or transgression of the Law * origi- 
nates from two faculties of the soul 

• The Law means "the divine Law," 
as revealed to Moses. 



only ; sensation and desire ; in which 
alone they have their seat. The 
faculties of nutrition a/id imagination 
do not give rise either to observance 
or transgression, as in these there is 
neither action nor voluntary inten* 
tion ; that is to say, man cannot, by 
the mere act of his will, alter the 
operation, or modify the effects, of 
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either of these faculties. This is 
proved by the fact, that both continne 
their active functions when man is 
asleep, and cannot, by means of liia 
will, exercise any control over them,* 
which is not the case with any other 
of his facnlties. Respecting the fa^ 
ciUty of Reason* opinions are di- 
vided ; we believe that it, too, origl- 
nates observance and transgpression, 
in as far as it regulates true or mis- 
taken faiths But as it does so, not 
by means of action, but through re- 
flection only, our first assertion re^ 
mains correct, that sensation and 
desire alone are the active agents of 
transgression and observance. 

Mental perfections are twofold: 
moral and intellectual; mental de- 
fects likewise come under these two 
classes. From intellectual perfec- 
tions are derived, 1. Wisdom, or the 
knowledge of things in their nearer 
or remote causes. 2. Understanding, 
or the power of perception and in- 
vestigation, resulting from innate 
impressions. 3. Penetration, or ra^ 
pid perception and comprehension. 
4. The harmony of the reasoning 
powers.* 6. Their purity. These, 
however, form no part of our psesent 
research, further than to say that 
the want of either of these is an in.- 
tellectual defect. 

Moral perfections are derived en^ 
tirely from the faculty of desire, to 
which that of sensation is subordi- 
nate. The^ are of different kinds : 
1. Abstemiousness, or the careful 
eschewing of sin. 2. Generosity. 3. 
Honesty. 4. Meekness. 5. Humi- 
lity. 6. Contentedness, which our 
Rabbles call "wealth," when they 
say, "Who is truly wealthy? He 
who is contented with his lot." 7. 
Valour, or fortitude. 8. Faithful- 
ness : And many other virtues that 
are akin to these. Moral defects are 

* When Maunonidea speaks of imagina- 
tion as independent of control, and therefore 
not participant in observance or tjransgres- 
sion, he assuredly does not mean such ideal 
representations or impressions as man has 
the power of raising or leaving dormant j as 
lespectLog these his assertion, that imagi- 
nation is independent of control, and the 
proof vdiich he adduces from its activity 
during sleep, ^ would be equally incorrect. 
Haimonides, however, considers these ideal 
representations, as the oflbpring of the fo- 
qdty oi desire f for as man has the power 



caused either bv the absence of these 
virtues or by tneir excess ; as abste- 
miousness may degenerate into apa- 
thy ; generosity, into profusion ; 
meekness and humility, into mean- 
ness and fawning ; valour and fortir 
tude, into temerity and obstinacy ; 
and contentedness, into indolence. 
Thus the excess to which virtue is 
carried, and the abuse to which it 
consequently is liable, become a real 
defect or vice. 

In the faculties of nutrition and 
imagination there is no room for 
such perfections or defects ; although 
in common parlance it is correctly 
said, "The nutritive functions are 
properly or improperly performed." 
" Such an one has a good or a bad 
digestion." Or, "He has a ^ood, 
(lively) or a bad (dull) imagination." 
But all these are mere adjectives, 
denoting the state of these faculties 
and functions ; nor can any mental 
perfection or imperfection be assign- 
ed to them. 

CHAPTER III. 
PISBASES OF THE SOUL. 

Th^ ancients have heretofore 
maintained, that the soul is subject 
to health or Ulness in the same man- 
ner as the body is. Its healthful 
state consists in the constant apt- 
ness of all the faculties to do what 
is right and perform what is proper. 
Sickness, on the contrary, is the 
constant aptness of all the faculties 
to do what is wrong and perform 
what is improper. As in the case of 
bodily illness the taste becomes viti- 
ated, till what really is sweet ap- 
pears bitter, and the reverse; so 
likewise in diseases of the soul, the 
mental taste becomes vitiated, till 
what is proper appears improper, 
and the reverse : And this distem- 
per may extend so far that the soul 
of either giving them acdvily or of leaving 
them inert, the exercise of this power must 
be occasioned by the foculty of desire, (see 
page 112,) which prompts him to prefer the 
active play of the imagination to its remain- 
ing in a dormant state. What Maimonides 
means are those impressions which involun- 
tarily and unavoidably result from external 
impressions, of which they are the certain 
and natural consequences ; and which are 
as independent of control and volition, as is 
digestion or any other function of the nu- 
tritive faculty. — ^Editor. 



Digitized by 



Google 



126 



MORALITY OP THB RABBIB8. 



eventually indalges in that which in 
its hesdthfiil state it would loathe 
and detest : As it sometimes hap- 
pens in bodily ailments that the dis- 
tempered palate of the patient de- 
lights in loam, coals, or in mouldy, 
over-ripe, acid, and putrid meats; 
all of which in a healthful state are 
objects of loathing and disgust. 
The diseases of the soul have the 
effect of perverting good qualities 
into bad ones, and the reverse : 
They likewise irritate the patient to 
extravagant and vitiated desires of 
extreme wickedness ; which, never- 
theless, whilst under the influence 
of the disease, they consider as 
good. And as he who knows he is ill 
in body, but is ignorant of the reme- 
dies of which he stands in need, — 
must consult a physician, who pre- 
scribes the diet which is proper to 
his state, and will prevent him from 
indulging in those things to which 
his vitiated appetites prompt him, — 
whilst medicaments are given to him 
which are repugnant to his taste, but 
which subdue the disorder, and re- 
store his ordinary appetite : So like- 
wise, in diseases of the soul; the 
patient must submit to the guidance 
of a sage, experienced in the science 
of healing, who can prescribe rules 
of conduct, by means of which the 
soul's distemper may become eradi- 
cated. But if the patient neglects 
to use this necessary precaution, and 
continues his vicious indulgences, 
the result — ^like that of bodily ail- 
ments imder similar circumstances 
— is certain death. Those, who 
know that their state is diseased, but 
who, nevertheless, yield to their 
inordinate passions and appe- 
tites, are denounced in Holy Writ, 
when it says, ** He will exult in his 
own mind and say, I shall prosper, 
for I walk according to the desires of 
my heart : whilst thus, through 
drunkenness, the thirst becomes in- 
creased." (Deut. xxxi. 19.) By the 
expression here used, the sacred 
Scripture intends to tell us, that viti- 
ated appetites lead man to consider 
as a means of quenching the thirst 
of raging desire, that very drunken- 
ness or indulgence which adds to its 
violence. He who, on the contrary, 
is ignorant of his own illness, is al- 
luded to by Solomon in the words. 



" The path of the fool appears the 
riftht one to his own conceit; but 
who listens to counsel is wise." (Prov. 
xii. 15.) His meaning is, that he 
who consults a sage, and abides by 
his directions, acts wisely ; as he will 
thus be taught what actually is right, 
not what merely appears to be so. 
And in another place Solomon says, 
"There is a path that appears right 
to man, but its termination leads to 
death." (Prov. xiv. 12.) He further 
alludes to those patients who know 
not what is wholesome or pernicious 
to their distempered soul,- when he 
says, ** The way of the wicked is in 
darkness : they therefore know not 
over what they stumble." (Prov. iv. 
19.) The art of healing diseases of 
the soul will form the subject of our 
next chapter. 

CHAPTER IV. 
THE CURE OF DISEASED SOULS. 

Moral or good deeds are such as 
observe the precise medium between 
the two equally pernicious extremes, 
— the too much, or the too little. Mo- 
ral perfections are mental capacities 
and aptitudes which likewise observe 
the just and equal distance from the 
two equally vicious propensities, — 
towards the too strong, or the too 
weak. From these aptitudes those 
deeds or actions necessarily result. 
To illustrate what we stated above, 
we mention, as an example : Abste- 
miousness is alike distant from the 
extreme ardour of passion, and from 
total apathy or impassibility. The 
quality of abstemiousness is in itself 
good, or moral; the aptitude from 
which it is derived is a moral perfec- 
tion. On the contrary, too great ar- 
dour of passion is the one extreme, 
total apathy is the other ; both are 
alike pernicious ; the aptitudes from 
which both result, — as well that 
which engenders extreme ardour, as 
that which causes total apathy, — are 
alike moral imperfections. 

To continue our illustration : Gen- 
erosity keeps the medium between 
avarice and profusion ; valour avoids 
temerity, as it also avoids cowardice ; 
self-respect is alike distant from am- 
bition or meanness ; mildness, from 
arrogance or baseness ; meekness, 
from pride or cringing; contented- 
ness does not descend into thirst for 
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wealth, any more than it degenerates 
into slothful indifference ; good- 
nature is as unlike to churlishness 
as it is to stolid fondness ; forhear- 
ance is as far from hasty wrath as 
from absolute callousness ; ^ nor is 
bashfulness more nearly allied to im- 
pudence than it is to sheepishness. 

It often happens, however, that 
men confound these differing quali- 
ties, and even consider a pernicious 
extreme as superior to the true moral 
quality. Sometimes the too much is 
considered as noble and praisewor- 
thy : As when temerity is preferred 
to true valour, and a reckless Hot- 
spur is mistaken for a hero ; so that 
he who wantonly exposes his life, 
which, apparently bjr mere chance, 
he] escapes losing, is lauded as if 
his inconsiderate daring were true 
courage. At other times, the oppo- 
site extreme is preferred : The toe 
little is alone held to be worthy of 
admiration; so that cowardice be- 
comes dignified with the name of 
forbearance; the slothful idler is 
praised for his contented disposition ; 
and be whose frigid apathy renders 
him callous to every joy, is reverenc- 
ed as a saint who eschews sin. In 
like manner, profuse liberality and 
stolid fondness are sometimes mis- 
taken for virtues. But how perfectly 
erroneous and pernicious are all 
^ such deviations from the strict line 
' of moderation ! which alone is praise- 
worthy ; to which every man ought 
to adhere, so as always to weigh his 
conduct with just discrimination. 

Know, that neither moral perfec- 
tions nor defects can be acquired or 
implanted in the soul except by 
means qf frequent repetition and con- 
tinued practice for a length of time, 
until they become habitual, When 
repetitions and practice are confined 
to good or moral actions, the habi- 
tude which we acquire is virtuous ; 
if the contrary, it is vicious. And as 
no man comes into the world with 
either innate virtue or innate vice, 
(as we shall fully prove in our eighth 
chapter,) every one's conduct does, 
doubtless, become regulated by the 
example of his relatives and the cus- 
toms of his countrymen. The con- 
duct thus formed may be in strict 
accordance with the rules of mode- 
ration; but as it may likewise depart 



from these, and diverge into. either 
extreme, (as we have adready demon- 
strated,) it results that the soul may 
became diseased ; in which case the 
same care must be bestowed on its 
restoration to health as, in cases of 
bodily illness, would be employed 
for that purpose. When the corpo- 
real functions are deranged, and the 
necessary equilibrium of the various 
parts is disturbed, it is the care of 
him who prescribes the medicine to 
note which susceptibility preponder- 
ates, and to apply such remedies as 
will restore a due balance of action. 
In diseases of the soul, the same 
course must be pursued, till the mo- 
ral equilibrium is restored and ad- 
justed. Let us, for instance, sup- 
pose a man so much under the domi- 
nion of avarice as to deny himself 
every comfort ; which, as "we have 
before enumerated, is a most perni- 
cious moral defect, a detestable vice. 
If we desire to cure this sick man of 
his soul's disease, we must not begin 
to accustom him to the practice of 
mere generosity ; (as a physician 
would not content himself with pre- 
scribing to his patient mere cooling 
medicines, during the paroxysm of 
ardent fever, as sufficient to effect his 
cure ;) but we must lead him to be 
profuse, and to repeat his. acts of 
profusion, until the grovelling pro- 
pensity for avarice which dwells in 
his soul becomes totally dislodged, 
and the vacancy is about to be occu- 
pied by the opposite extreme, an ap- 
titude for profusion. Then we teach 
him gradually to moderate his pro- 
fusion, until it settles into generosity, 
which we direct him to watch with 
due care, so that he may not relapse 
into either of the extremes from which 
we have reclaimed him. If, on the 
contrary, profusion is his besetting 
evil, we must reclaim him by teach- 
ing him the practice of strict econo- 
my. But, in that case, we must not 
enforce a repetition of this practice, 
until it is about to become avarice ; 
and this deviation from the rule we 
laid down before is founded on the 
certainty, that it is more easy for a 
man of profuse habits to moderate 
them into becoming generosity, than 
it is for the miser to elevate himself 
above his sordid vice. Thus, like- 
wise, the apathetic man is more easi- 
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]y excited to moderate enjoyment 
or abstemiousness, than the ardently 
empassioned is restrained. It is, 
therefore needful to let the latter 
practise restraint in a stronger de- 
gree than the excitement to which 
we subject the former. The coward 
requires frequent exposure to dan- 
ger, in order to get rid of his defect; 
whereas the oyer-bold does not re- 
quire to have his daring curbed 
equsdly often in order to temper it 
into valour. The churl requires 
stimulants frequently repeated to 
render him good-natured ; whereas, 
a little reflection will teach the man 
who is of too easy a disposition to 
moderate it. This is the true and 
approved method and science of 
curing diseased souls, — to toach men 
the observance of due moderation. 

The pious, however, did not suffer 
their inclinations to become restricted 
within the bounds of moderation ; 
but in their endeavours to attain per- 
fection, they leaned (under careful 
observance) towards either one ex- 
treme or tiie other. Thus abstemi- 
ousness in them became self-denial. 
Their valour approached to hardi- 
hood; their good-nature to fond- 
ness. Meekness they purified into 
humility : And this is the purport of 
their advice, when they recommend 
us to '' do good beyond the strict 
letter of our duty." 

But when these pious men, and 
some of their imitators, at tiroes, re- 
gulated their actions entirely by the 
one extreme, — (in as far as they 
fasted, performed nightly viffils, ab- 
stained from eating meat or drinking 
wine, renounced a& intercourse with 
the other sex, clothed themselves in 
sackcloth or hairy garments, dwelt 
on rocks, or wandered about in de- 
serts,) — they did this partly as a 
means of restoring the perfect health 
of their souls, and partly to avoid 
the contagious example of their coun- 
trymen, as they justly feared that 
their own morals miffbt become in- 
fected and corrupted by evil commu- 
nications. Therefore they fled to 
the desert, far away from the society 
of evil men, as the Prophet Jere- 
miah said, " O that some one would 
grant me in the wilderness the dwell- 



ing of a wanderer, and I would quit 
my people and abandon them; for 
thev are all adulterers, a troop of 
faitnless evil doers." 

When fools observed such actions 
pnerformed by pious men, they con- 
sidered them virtuous, without pe- 
netrating into their motives. They 
therefore aped and even surpassed 
them in the voluntary infliction of 
all kinds of bodily torment ; thinking 
that thereby they would attain to 
superior perfection and moral worth, 
and enter into nearer community 
with the Holy One. (Blessed be 
He j ) As if the All-merciful hated 
the human body and desired its 
destruction ! Nor did it ever enter 
into their minds to think that such 
actions might be impious, result- 
ing from moral imperfection, and, 
consequently, from a distempered 
soul. 

Such men can onljr be compared 
to him who is utterly ignorant of the 
medical science, ana has the oppor- 
tunity of observing a skilful physician 
administer, to a man at the point 
of death, violent drastics, sucn as 
colocjmthides, scammonium, and the 
like ; - by the force of which medi- 
cines the sick man eventually reco- 
vers, and his life is saved. Should 
he that has observed this effect of 
the remedies applied, be foolish 
enough to conclude, that because 
these medicines healed a dangerous 
illness they must be far more effica- 
cious to preserve the health of him 
who is not yet ill, and, on the 
strength of the conclusion, com- 
mence to take them, and to ape the 
diet and prescriptions ordered for 
the sick, there can be no doubt that 
he would' soon become really ill. 
Such will likewise be the fate of 
those who, whilst the soul is not ill, 
have^ recourse to medicines of which 
they do not stand in need, and the 
violent effects of which cannot fail to 
produce real disorders. Very dif- 
ferent are the pure precepts of the 
law, which lead to perfection ; and 
truly does the sacred Singer teach 
us : ** The law of the Lord is per- 
fect, restoring the soul : the testi- 
mony of the Lord is sure, making 
wise the simple." (Psalm xix. 70 
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Prophecies in tlie name of the 
Lord are likewise divided into two 
classes. To the first of these ap- 
pertains the prophet who, in the 
name of the Deity, calls on man- 
kind to believe in Him, and exhorts 
them to serve God; but who pre- 
tends that the Divine communica- 
tion has directed him either to add 
to the commands of the law and 
traditions, or to diminish them : 
As, for instance, that the Deity 
has directed him to make known 
that the fruit of trees is only prohi- 
bited from use durin^^ two years, 
after the expiration of which it is 
lawful to eat the same, (see Levi- 
ticus xix. 23,) or should he on the 
contrary say, "The prohibition is 
extended to four years : " Further- 
more, if he attempts to alter the tra- 
dition,although the apparent meaning 
of the written law is in his favour ; 
as, for instance, **Ye shall cut off 
her hands," says Holy Writ, (Deuter- 
onomy XXV. 12,) but tradition com- 
mutes this punishment into a fine; 
were the prophet to insist on the 
literal execution of the law accord- 
ing to its apparent meaning and as- 
sert that such was the command of 
the Deity communicated to him ; — in 
this and in all such cases the pro- 
phet is obnoxious to be punished 
with death as a ifalse prophet who 
presumes to assert in the name of 
the Holy One (blessed be He !) 
that which is not true. And though 
he may work wonders and perform 
miracles, they afford him no impu- 
nity; because the prophet whose 
wonders the whole world beheld. 



and of whose veracity and justice 
ail are convinced, (as it is written, 
"lliey shall believe in thee like- 
wise for ever," Exod. xix. 9,) has 
told us in the name of the Holy 
One, (blessed be He !) that no other 
law will ever be dispensed to us. 
This is the meaning of what he has 
told us : ** For this law which I 
command thee this day is not hid- 
den from thee, nor far off. It is 
not in heaven, neither is it beyond 
the sea ; but the word is verv nigh 
unto thee, in thy mouth and m thy 
heart, that thou mayest -do it." 
(Deut. XXX. 11 — 14.) It is not in 
heaven, means, ** There is no other 
law that will be revealed to you 
from heaven." The word is in thy 
mouth, means, "The verbal exposi- 
tion of the law which has been im- 
parted to thee." And in thy heart, 
means, " The conclusions, thou art 
to deduce from the thirteen canons 
or principles of logic, by which the 
law is expounded." We are cau- 
tioned alike against addition or di- 
minution, as it is written : ** Ye 
shall not add unto the word which I 
command you, neither shall ye di- 
minish therefrom." (Deut, iv. 2.) 
And therefore our Rabbies of blessed 
memory say, in the Talmud, Megi- 
lah, (fol. 2,) ** No prophet has the 
right to alter, or innovate on, any 
thing in the law." And as we 
know that the pretensions of any 
propho>t who proclaims himself an 
mnovator must be false, (inasmuch 
as he asserts in the name of God 
that which has not been imparted to 
him,) he forfeits his life in obedience 
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to the law which gives this explicit 
direction : " But the prophet who 
presumes to say a thing in my name 
which I have not commanded him 
to say, that prophet shall die." 
(Deut. xviii. .) To the second 
class belongs the prophet who ex- 
horts men and commands them duly 
to observe the law, such as it actu- 
alljr is, without any attempt at inno- 
vation ; as it is written : ** Remem- 
ber ye the law of Moses my servant 
which I commanded him in Horeb ; 
statutes and Judgments for all 
Israel." (Mai. lii. 4.) The prophet 
who exhorts mankind, promising re- 
wards to the righteous, and de- 
nouncin(( sin, as did Isaiah, Jere- 
miah, Ezekiel, and others ; who 
commands or prohibits a something 
which has no relation to the law; 
as, for instance, the command of 
Samuel to Saul, that he should war 
with Amalek, (1 Sam. xv.,) or the 
prohibition to slay the hostile war- 
riors of Syria given by Elisha to 
Jehoram, (2 Kings vi.,) or that of 
Jeremiah to the Israelites, respect- 
ing their return to- Jerusalem ; and 
many more of the like kind. Con- 
sequently, when a prophet, without 
either himself infringing or direct- 
ing others to infringe the commands 
of the law, asserts that the Deity 
has communicated his will to him ; 
it then becomes our duty to investi- 
gate his pretenbions, in order to as- 
certain whether they are well found- 
ed, and, if they are so, to pay re- 
spect and obedience to all his ad- 
monitions and directions ; and who- 
soever obeys not his commands, ex- 
poses himself to the Divine punish- 
ment, as it is said, ** Whosoever will 
not hearken unto my words, which 
he shall speak in my name, I will re- 
quire it of him." (Deut. xviii. 19.) 
If his prophecy be not approved, as 
true, he forfeits his life. The test 
to which his pretensions must be 
brought, is as follows : If a man 
assert that the Deity has communi- 
cated his will to him, and appears, 
from his character, conduct, and 
qualifications, worthy of being a 
prophet, namely, that he is endowed 
with wisdom, faith, piety, penetra- 
tion, mildness ; as our Rubbles said, 
'• The prophetic spirit rests but on 
him wno is possessed of wisdom^ 



fortitude, and contentedness." (TaU 
mud. Treatise, Sabbath, \fol\o 52.) The 
many particulars relating to his qua- 
lifications I intend, with the Divine 
aid, to make the subject of a separate 
treatise. If a man gifted with the 
requisite qualifications tells us, that 
he is a prophet of the Lord, in 
whose name he commands us, we 
say unto him, " Verify thy mission 
by prediction of some event which 
is to happen, and teach us what the 
Lord has commanded thee." If he 
does predict that wKich, in every 
particular, comes to pass; in this 
case we are certain that his prophetic 
mission is really from the Lord; 
but if any one of his predictions 
remains unfulfilled in the most mi- 
nute respect, we may be equally 
certain that he is a false prophet. 
This test is pointed out to us by the 
law : " And if thou say in thy 
heart. How shall we know the word 
which the Lord hath not spoken? 
When a prophet speaketh in the 
name of the Lord, if the thing fol- 
low not, nor come to pass, that is 
the thing the Lord has not spoken ; 
the prophet has spoken it presump- 
tuously ; thou shalt not be afraid of 
him." (Deut. xviii. 22.) And though 
his predictions may a few times be- 
come verified, that is not sufficient ; 
as it is only by frequent repetition 
of his predictions, wonders, and 
signs, that his prophetic character 
becomes established and approved; 
therefore it is said, "All Israel, from 
Dan unto Beersheba, knew that 
Samuel was accredited to be a pro- 
phet unto the Lord." (l Sam. iii. 
20.) The frequent repetitions of 
his predictions, and their always be- 
coming verified in the most minute 
particular, proved to all Israel that 
Samuel was accredited and estab- 
lished as a prophet to the Lord. 
On every occurrence he was always 
consulted; and this custom of tne 
Israelites to resort to their prophets 
for advice and direction is proved 
by Saul going to consult Samuel. 
(1 Sam. ix. 9 ) And, doubtless, 
this was needful in order to obviate 
the heathen custom of consulting 
astrologers and soothsayers : Where- 
as the Israelites, on all matters of 
general or individual concern, could, 
and did, apply to the prophet for 
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counsel and instruction. As it is 
said in Holy Writ : ** Thou shalt be 
perfect with the Lord thy God ; for 
these nations which thou shalt pos- 
sess hearkened unto the observers 
of times and unto diviners ; but as 
for thee the Lord thy God has not 
so apportioned thee ; a prophet from 
among thee, from thy brethren like 
unto me will the Lord thy God raise 
thee, unto him ye shall hearken." 
(Deut. xviii. 13 — 150 Therefore a 
prophet was in those days called a 
Seer, because he sees into futurity 
as distinctly as we see objects pre- 
sent to our eye. (1 Sam. ix. 9.) But 
should any one doubt that the veri- 
fying of a prediction bv the actual 
event can be considered as a proof 
that the prophet's pretensions are 
true ; when it is a fact universally 
acknowledged that astrologers, di- 
viners, soothsayers, and the like, 
also do predict events which become 
true : How then can his predictions 
be distinguished from theirs ? This 
is a most important question ; and 
it is our duty to point out the dis- 
tinction. Accordingly we say that 
such astrologers, diviners, and sooth- 
sayers do predict future events, of 
which some come to pass and others 
do not. This we not only experi- 
ence, but these men themselves ad- 
mit the fact. The manner in which 
they are distinguished from and 
amongst each other is, by the one 
uttering a greater quantity of false 
predictions than the other ; but it is 
impossible that any one of them 
should predict nothing but the truth, 
which, indeed, not one of them pre- 
tends to- do. Moreover, their pre- 
dictions are general, without enter- 
ing into particulars ; nor do they 
profess to possess the ability' of de- 
scending into minutiae, with any 
thing like certainty. As, for in- 
stance, they predict, " The present 
year will be one of continued 
drought, without any rain at all." 
Now, though it remains true that 
the year is one of general drought, 
still some rain does fall; or they 
say, "To-morrow will be a rainy 
day ;" but it so happens that instead 
of the morrow it is the succeeding 
day which is rainy : And even this 
partial verification is limited to the 
most skilful and celebrated among 



them ; and it is with respect to these 
cunning men that the prophet says, 
" Lee now arise and aid thee the as- 
trologers, the 6tar-gaaers,and month- 
ly prognosticators of what they (the 
months) produce unto thee." (Isa. 
xlvii. 13.) On the latter part of 
this verse our Rabbies remarked, 
"Of what they produce, not all 
that they produce." Such is not 
the case with the prophets of the 
Lord : As whatever they predict in 
his name is sure to be accomplished, 
and will come to pass, even to the 
most minute and trivial particular. 
And thence we know that if 
there is any difference whatever be- 
tween the prediction and its accom- 
plishment, he is not a true pro- 
phet. As it is written, "Tnere 
shall nothing fall unto the earth of 
the word of the Lord." (2 Kings 
X. 10.) Some there were who pass- 
ed off their dreams as prophecies ; 
but they were denounced, as it is 
said, "The prophet who harbours 
dreams, relates but a dream ; but 
he in whom is my word will speak 
the words of truth. How cometh 
straw among the wheat? saith the 
Lord." (Jeremiah xxiii. 28.) Our 
Rabbies expounded this, by saying, 
that " real prophecy is as free from 
untruth as is pure wheat from straw ; 
whereas dreams, or the prognostica- 
tions of human skill, are mostly 
untrue, like the straw that may have 
some few grains of wheat amongst 
it." They furthermore say, (Trea- 
tise Berachoth, folio 6,) " As it is im- 
possible for corn to grow without 
straw, so impossible it is for dreams 
to be free from every admixture of 
incongruity." 

Though we have thus established 
that whatever the true prophet pre- 
dicts is sure to come to pass, there 
is nevertheless one exception to the 
general rule. If a prophet de- 
nounces chastisement, and predicts 
evil that is to befall a nation ; and if 
, subsequently the Divine mercy has 
been extended to them, this would 
not prove the prophet to be a false 
one, and as such liable to be con- 
demned to death ; for the Deity is 
merciful; their penitence and ceas- 
ing to offend have appeased the Di- 
vine wrath ; or the longsuffering of 
the Deity has deferred their puniah- 
2 
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ment, as was that of Ahab, which 
Elijah denounced against him ; and 
when Ahab repented, the Lord said to 
the prophet, ** Seest thou how Ahab 
humbleth himself before me ? Be- 
cause he humbleth himself befcre me, 
I will not bring the evil in his day; in 
his son's days will I bring the evil on 
his house." (1 Kings xxi. 29.) Some- 
times the Divine mercy is conceded 
to the merits and intercession of an- 
cestors : To such cases the precau- 
tion of Holy Writ, " if the thing 
follow not nor come to pass," has 
no reference. But whenever the 
prophet predicts future good, at a 
ixed and certain time, — as when he 
says, " This shall be a year of un- 
disturbed peace,'* whereas there ac- 
tually is war and disturbance; or 
if he says, ** This shall be a year of 
rain and abundance," and it turns 
out to be one of drought and fa- 
mine ; — in all such cases we may 
rest assured that the prophet is a 
false one, of whom Holy Writ says, 
"That prophet has spoken it pre- 
sumptuously; thou shalt not be 
afraid of him." (Deut. xviii. 22.) 
The meaning is. Do not fear that 
thou art putting to death an inno- 
cent, wise, and holy man; but be 
assured, that he is a false prophet, 
and has presumed to say, in the 
name of the Most High, that which 
was not commanded unto him ; as 
it is impossible, after the Deity has 
once promised good through his 
prophet, that he shall alter it into 
evil, or leave it unaccomplished. 
Thence our Rabbies say, in Treatise 
Berachoth, (folio 7,) ** Whatever good 
is pronounced by the Holy One, 
(blessed be Hb !) even though it be 
conditional, it is sure to be fulfilled." 
There is, however, one objection that 
can be urged against this assertion, 
which we are bound to meet. We 
find, for example, that even after 
Jacob had received the assurance of 
Divine favour, and had been told, 
** Behold, I am with thee, and will 
protect thee wheresoever thou goest, 
and will bring thee again into this 
land ;"" (Genesis xxviii. 15 ;) he ne- 
vertheless was afraid, as it is written : 
** Then Jacob was greatly afraid and 
distressed." (Genesis xxxii. 7.) On 
which our Rabbies remark : *' He 
was fearful that his sins might 



cause him to perish." (Treatise Be- 
rachoth, folio 4.) From this it would 
appear, that the good promised by 
the Deity may, by means of great 
sins, be turned into evil. The reply 
is : Such mav be the case where the 
Divine promise is made directly to 
the person to whom it is addressed 
without the intervention of a mes- 
senger, — as it was to Jacob; ^nd 
then the effect of great sins may 
impede the good announced. But 
when this announcement has been 
made by means of a prophet, toji 
third person, there is no doubt but 
that it will be fulfilled ; as the ac- 
complishment of the prophet's pre- 
diction is the test appointed by the 
Holy One in his law ; and it is not 
possible that He should, in anv case, 
permit this test to lose its autnority. 
This was the subject of dispute be- 
tween Jeremiah and Hananiah the 
son of Azur. The former prophe- 
sied punishment and destruction, 
and assured the nation that Nebu- 
chadnezzar would conquer them and 
destroy their city and temple. The 
latter, on the contrary, predicted 
prosperity, and that the consecrated 
vessels of which the temple at Jeru- 
salem had been despmled by the 
Chaldeans, should return thither 
from Babylon. According to the 
received rules of prophecy Jeremiah 
maintained, that if it becomes true 
that Nebuchadnezzar shall be con- 
quered, that the house of Judah 
shall prosper, and the consecrated 
vessels shall return to Jerusalem; 
All this would ^be no proof that his 
prophecy of evil is a false one, as the 
Divine mercy may alter or suspend 
the decree of wrath. But if, on the 
contrary, the prophecy of good Jails 
to be accomplished, it is a certain 
proof of its falsity, and can therefore 
only be approved by the event ; al- 
though that event would not] affect 
the truth of the prophecy which de- 
nounced punishment : Accordingly 
Jeremiah says to Hananiah, " Ne- 
vertheless hear thou now this word 
that I speak in thine ears, and in the 
ears of all the people. The pro- 
phets that have been before me and 
before thee, since the beginning of 
time, have prophesied against many 
countries, and against great king- 
doms, of war of evil, and of pesti- 
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lence. But tbe prophet who prophe- 
sieth of peace when his word comes 
to pass, the prophet is acknowledged, 
that the Lord has truly sent him." 
(Jeremiah xxviii. 7 — 9). The mean- 
ing is, that in the various prophe- 
cies of ffood or of evil, the nonfulfil- 
ment of the latter does not impeach 
' their veracity ; whereas the truth of 
the former is altogether dependent 
on their accomplishment. 

When the predictions of any one 
prophet become constantly verified, 
and he is approved and celebrated 
as a prophet of the Lord, such as 
were Samuel, Elijah, and others; 
then his authority is established in a 
degree which no other mortal can 
possibly attain, inasmuch as we are 
bound to obey him, although he 
should command a temporary in- 
fringement of the law, either to omit 
an observance, or to break a prohi- 
bition, except indeed he ordain the 
worship of strange gods. Such is the 
expressed decision of our Ra:bbies, 
when they maintain, in the Trea- 
tise Sanhedrin, (folio 90,) " What- 
ever transgression of the law the 
prophet directs thee to commit, thou 
art bound to obey, excepting only 
the worship of strange gods ; anfl 
provided also that the transgression 
which he commands is not to be con- 
stant or perpetual, but only caused 
by the pressing occasions of the mo- 
ment." The prophet himself is in 
ch cases bound to declare, that 
the transgression of the law of 
Moses which he commands, is not 
to be considered as constant, but is 
committed solely to meet the emer- 
gencies of the moment, beyond which 
the repetition continues unlawful. 
An instance of this we find in Elijah 
on Mount Carmel. (1 Kings xviii.) 
He sacrificed out of Jerusalem, 
whilst the temple still existed. This 
is prohibited, and tbe transgressor 
is threatened with n*l5 " to be cut 
off from his people." (See Levit. 
xvii. 8, 9.) But when the exigencies 
of the moment required it, the pro- 
phet, instructed by God, had the 
authority to depart from this precept. 
Had the Israelites inquired of him, 
whether they were justified to conti- 
nue the practice of which he had 
set them the example, and to offer 
their sacrifices out of Jerusalem ? 



his answer ^ould have been : " No, 
if you do so, you will commit an oU 
fence which will be visited with se- 
vere punishment. Nor would I have 
dared to depart from the precept of 
the law, were it not requisite that I 
should do so, in order to convict the 
priests and prophets of Baal in the 
presence of all Israel, and to wring 
from the assembled nation the una- 
nimous confession that *'the Lord 
alone is God." Elisha likewise, dur- 
ing the rebellion of Mesha king [of 
Moab, and the consequent war, com- 
manded the Israelites, ** Ye shall fell 
every good tree; " (2 Kings iii. 19;) 
which was a departure from the law, 
as there it is written : " Thou shalt 
not destroy the trees thereof by 
forcing an axe against them." (Deut. 
XX. 19 ) But had the Israelites asked 
of Elisha, whether, in their future 
wars and sieges, they,might dispense 
with the observance of the Divine 
precept of the law, and be permitted 
to fell the fruit-trees ? his answer 
would have been : " No, assuredly 
not. My directions, that you are to de- 
part from the law, in this particular 
instance is caused by peculiar circum- 
stances which require and authorize 
me to issue a command limited to the 
present occasion ; but whiph it is sin- 
ful to consider as a precedent for the 
future." In order fully to illustrate 
this, we say, that were a prophet, 
whose character and mission are 
fully approved and established, (as 
we stated before,) to command us, 
that on the Sabbath-day we are to 
arm for battle ; that men and women 
are to light fires, in order to pre- 
pare weapons and ammunition ; that, 
when fully accoutred, we are to 
march to a certain place, and there 
either to lie in ambush for, or openly 
attack, the enemy ; that we are to 
assail, hew down, and burst open 
the gates and draw-bridges of his 
camp or fortress, slay, make pri- 
soners, obtain booty, burn and 
destroy ; and all this on the Sab- 
bath, — we who are strict ad- 
herents and observers of the Mosaic 
law are in duty bound to obey his 
behest, and to do as he has com^ 
manded, with zeal and ardour, how- 
ever greatly the Sabbath thereby 
may be violated ; and we may justly^ 
expect the Divine recompense for 
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our obedience, since what we do is 
conformably to the commands of the 
law : *' A prophet from amongst 
thee, from thy brethren like unto 
me, will the Lord thy God raise up 
unto thee : to him ye shall hcarlcen." 
(Deut. xviii. 15.) These last words 
are thus expounded in the Talmud : 
(Treatise Sanhedrin, folio 90 :) ** Ye 
shall hearken to and obey him in all 
things, (even if he commands a 
transgression of the law,) excepting 
only the worshipping of strange 
gods." But this exception is so 
forcible, that, were he to say, " Wor- 
ship this idol, or offer incense to yon 
constellation to-dav, or for the space 
of one hour, or only this once $ " he 
must be put to death without hesita- 
tion. But should any man think 
within himself, '* I am grown old in 
the constant and scrupulous observ- 
ance of the law. I have never trans- 
gressed agsanst its commandments ; 
and now I am ordered to violate the 
Sabbath by preparing for and going 
into battle ; and in so doing I am 
guiltv of a crime, the punishment for 
which is stoning to death! It is 
better for me not to obey, but to do 
as the law bids, and observe the 
Sabbath. Let others rush into bat- 
tle ; my weak aid will not be need- 
ed." — The man who reasons in this 
manner, and acts accordingly, is a 
rebel, who presumes to gainsay the 
Divine command, and will, as such, 
be visited with punishment from 
above; as he who instituted the 
Sabbath, and ordained its observ- 
ance, does now by the mouth of his 
prophet command that such observ- 
ance shall, for once, be violated : 
*' And the man who will not hearken 
unto the words which the prophet 
shall speak in my name, I will re- 
quire it of him." (Deut. xviii. 19.) 
But although the sanctity of the 
Sabbath may — on a particular occa- 
sion in obedience to the Divine com- 
mand, as delivered by the prophet 
of the Lord — be violated, that Divine 
institution does not therefore lose 
its power even on the very day and 
at the very time it is thus trans- 
gressed ; as he who goes beyond the 
command of the prophet,in doing what 
the occasion doesnot require, is guilty 
of death for breaking the Sabbath. 
But should the prophet, thus ap- 



proved and believed in as the mes- 
senger of God — whose comiuand we 
are bound to obey, even though it 
compels us to violate the Sabbath or 
transgress any other command on 
any particular occasion^ — should the 
prophet take upon himself to say, 
that any one of the commandments 
of the written or verbal law is gener- 
ally done away with or altered, (as, 
for instance, were he to assert that 
the r\:iW tD^r\n "the distance be- 
yond the boundaries of town or vil- 
lage," which it is not permitted to 
exceed on the Sabbath, and which 
according to tradition is two thou- 
sand yards,) he were to assert that it 
was two thousand yards minus or plus 
one,and founds such assertion, not on 
his own opinion, but on a pretended 
revelation from the Deity, we are at 
once convinced that he is become a 
false prophet, and must be put to 
death by strangulation. This is the 
standara and key to the true know- 
ledffe of all that concerns prophets 
and prophecy ; and in what their 
authority is distinguished from that 
of any^other mortal, with respect to 
the Divine commands and their 
transgression. 

But with respect to logical conclu- 
sions, the prophet has no authority be- 
fore others ; so that whenever his opi- 
nion, deduced ifrom reasoning, differs 
from that of any other individual 
drawn from the same premises, his 
prophetical character does not add any 
weight to the force of his reasoning ; 
and if he asserts that Divine revela- 
tion has told him that the opinion 
he has formed is correct, do not 
obey him. And were one thousand 
prophets to arise, every one as emin- 
ent as Elijah or Elisha, and should 
all of them express the same opinion 
founded on logical deduction, re- 
specting any particular subject, — 
and were one thousand and one 
other sages (who have not the gift 
of prophecy) to maintain a different 
opinion, — the majority decides ; nor 
does their prophetic character avail 
the minority; for the law is not 
variously revealed. ITie first must 
not be* enlarged or diminish- 
ed ; and the interpretation of that 
law was not confided to the pro- 
phets as such, but to sages who are 
guided by the logical canon, as it is 
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written : ''If. there arise a matter thou shalt come unto the priests the 

too hard for thee in judgment, he- Levites, and unto the Judge who shall 

tween blood and blood, between plea be in those days, and they shall shew 

and plea, between stroke and stroke, th^e the sentence of judgment." 

matters of controversy within thy (Deut. xvii. 8-9.) Here, then. Holy 

gates ; then shalt thou arise and Writ directs us to the priest and the 

get thee up into the place which judge as the proper teachers of the 

the Lord thy God shall choose ; and law, but not to the prophet, 

(To be continued.) 



II. DIDACTIC POEraY OF THE RABBIES.* 
For the Hebrew Review. 

Perceiving the object of the Hebrew Review to be the diffusion of 
early.promulgated doctrines in religion and morality, as well as bring- 
ing* to light the divine treasures, moral sentiments, and elegant expres- 
sions so long hidden in Hebrew works, I presume to send for insertion 
a specimen of peculiar elegance in composition, and of deep philosophy 
in subject, which may at. least serve as a variety, amidst the more serious 
and elaborate papers that adorn the Review. 

Bet'hinath Olam, or, ** an Investigation into the moral world," was 
composed in the thirteenth century, by Rabbi Jedaiah Hap'nini, likewise 
called Badrashi. Its subject is man and his constitution, and the world 
and its moral government: The subject is deeply investigated and meta- 
physically considered ; but the language in which it is clothed is the most 
admirable. It consists, as was the style in that age, of a congeries of 
scriptural verses, happily conjoined and powerfully expressive ; at the 
same time shining with highly brilliant eloquence, and may well be 
likened to a beautiful and rich Mosaic, finished and adorned with the 
utmost elegance. 

The translation aims at giving a faint idea of this particular style by a 
close and literal version ; and only in very few places, for the sake of 
euphony, docs it venture to depart from the rhapsodical saltation of the 
original. 

Liverpool, J. V. O. 

Nov. nth, 1834. 

BECHINATH OLAM, 

OR, 
" AN INVESTIGATION INTO THE MORAL WORLD." 

ture, the enquiries of the understand- 
CHAPTER I. j^g Vuow Tio bounds. Manifold are 

The Heavens for height, the Earth the subjects it would explore. Nu- 
for depth, but the extent of a com- merous are the cogitations in the 
prehensive heart is unfathomable, heart of the upright man, who loveth 
Anxious to establish a knowledge of righteousness; inwardly doth he 
the radical principles of human na- sanctify the Holy One of Israel, and 

• We have been favoured with this article by a gentleman whose high literary 
attainments, and active zeal in the cause of his brethren, secure to him the admiration 
and gratitude of every Israelite, and the respect of true philanthropists of every sect 
and creed.— .The Editor. 
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with his lips doth he honour the God 
of glory. There exists no wisdom, 
no science, no counsel, which he 
doth not attempt to master; and 
which of all the nether creation, ex- 
cept the most perfect, can he with- 
held from him ? 

^XI!an the heavens contain, or the 
seas comprise, the researches collect- 
ing within the sphere of his heart ? 
Can the win^s of the wind overtop 
the rising spirit of wisdom hovering 
delightfiidly over serene waters and 
Eden's lakes ? Can earth's utter- 
most boimds circumscribe that fa- 
culty whose seat is a chamber small 
as the palm of a man's hand ? Such 
is man's portion from God, the di- 
vine portion from the spiritual world. 
God is in heaven, ana this the only 
being on earth that goeth to approach 
him. He explores the registers in 
the Scriptures of truth, and great 
ai^js his acts in law and justice. Were 
it not that the accidents of life con- 
fuse him, and the spirit of his times 
confound him, nothing would with- 
hold man from soaring to the skies 
to embrace the universe, until he re- 
sembled the angels in the true know- 
ledge of excellence. 

CHAPTER II. 

But the virtuous man becomes 
astonished, he stands aghast, at the 
failure of his power. On perceiving 
dissension and rapine in a city, I 



despise my very image ; when con- 
templating the vicissitudes of a State, 
I sicken at life. " Behold ! " I ex- 
claim, "man placed on earth, like 
unto one of the heavenly host on 
high ! his heart, like a sea extending 
its bound, stretching his wings to 
the south, discovers the secrets of 
its hidden chambers; proceeds to 
the east, and studies sublime know- 
ledge ; soars to the skies, and be- 
comes sapient of exalted systems ; 
descends to the depths, and meets 
with scientific arrangements in their 
inmost recesses. Thus, from his 
lowly station mounting on high, and 
from the heights of heaven descend- 
ing to his earth, until the paths of 
nature become smooth before him ! 
Thus, wandering at large until his 
reason acquires a facility in deep re- 
search, and the spirit of his under- 
standing penetrates the uttermost 
bounds of creation ; until, by discus- 
sion, reason, and deduction, he con- 
centrates within his grasp the con- 
fines of the earth with all their power 
and extent ; nay, even proudly spans 
the heavens ! Thus does his know- 
ledge generalize the nature and pur- 
pose of all creatures, and by his in- 
vestigation adjusts the proper classi- 
fication of their species ; and whilst 
expatiating on the wonders of the 
great God, he is led to consider and 
discourse of the Divine Essence it- 
self. 



III. TALMUDIC NARRATIVES. 

TREATISE, Sabbath, Folio 30. 



Every man should strive to be- 
come as patient and forbearing as 
Hillel, to whom the following fact 
occurred : — Two men, discoursing 
on the variety of human dispositions 
and the probable extent of forbear- 
ance, had a dispute respecting Hillel. 
The one maintained that it was im- 
possible to irritate or provoke him 
sufficiently to make him lose his 
temper ; the other, on the contrary, 
asserted, that not only was it possi- 
ble, but that he himself would un- 
dertake so to work upon Hillel's 
patience as to force him into ill tem- 
per. The result of their dispute 
was a wager of four hundred gold 
pieces, which each of them slaked ; 
and the challenger prei)ared himself 



to obtain an immediate decision. 
It was the eve of the Sabbath; 
Hillel was in the act of performing 
his ablutions, when a man knocked 
at his gate, and in breathless haste 
inquired, " Is Hillel within ? I 
must see him immediately." Hillel 
arose, prepared to receive his visiter, 
wrapped himself in his mantle, and 
went forth to meet him. " What is 
thy wish, my son ? " was his greet- 
ing. The other replied, " I have a 
question to put to thee." ** Do so, 
my son," said Hillel. " Why have 
the Babylonians round heads ? " 
said the inquirer. '* Indeed, my 
son," replied Hillel, " thy question 
is one of great importance : The 
reply thereto is. Because their mid- 
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wives are not skilful." The man 
expressed thankfulness, and de- 
parted, and Hillel returned to his 
former task : But scarcely had he 
commenced his immersions ere ano- 
ther knock was heard at his gate, fol- 
lowed by the exclamation, ** Is Hillel 
within? Is Hillel within?" again Hillel 
hastened to prepare himself, wrapped 
his mantle around him, and came 
forth. "What is thy wish, my 
son?" inquired he. "I fain would 
ask thee a question," replied the 
other. ** Do so, and I will answer 
thee," said Hillel. " Then tell me, 
pray, why have the Thermudians 
round eyes ? " ** Really, my son," 
replied Hillel, '* this question is 
most important : The answer is. Be* 
cause they live among the sands, 
and would be more exposed to pain 
and suffering from grains of sand 
blown into their eyes if the shape 
were oval, than they are at present 
as the shape is round." Again 
the man thanked him, and with- 
drew, and Hillel returned, to his 
chamber, to resume the occupation 
in which he had been twice inter- 
rupted. Some little time elapsed, 
and Hillel had just become settled 
in his bath, when once more a knock 
resounded at his gate, and ** Is 
Hillel within ? " was demanded with 
greater urgency'than before. Once 
more Hillel, enveloped in his mantle, 
went forth to meet the clamorous 



intruder. " What is thy wish, my 
son ? " he again inquired with 
friendly voice. " If thou wilt per- 
mit me, I would request thy answer 
to a question," said the stranger. 
** Thou shalt have it, my son," re- 
plied Hillel. "Why then, teU me, 
I pray thee, have the Africans broad 
feet ? " " This is an important 
question, noy son," said Hillel ; ** the 
answer is. Because they live amongst 
bogs and quagmires ; and the broader 
their feet are, the less risk they run 
of sinking in those bogs." " I have 
several other questions to which I 
would solicit thy replies," said the 
man, " but I fear thou wilt be an- 
gry at my intruding on thy time." 
" Not in the least," replied Hillel, 
adjusting his mantle, and seating 
himself, " whatsoever thou hast to 
ask I will hear and endeavour to an- 
swer." The stranger began : " Art 
thou Hillel. that is styled the prince 
of Israel ? " " Yes," was the reply. 
" If thou art he," continued the 
man, " then I wish the like of 
thee may never again be found in 
Israel!" "Why so, my son?" 
said Hillel, " Because through thee 
I lose four hundred gold pieces," 
replied the man. " Thou must in 
future be more prudent," answered 
the sage. " Hillel is well worthy 
that such a sum should be lost on 
him, but not for twice as much 
would he lose his temper." 



Wb cannot forbear noticing^, not only the model of unequalled 
patience with which this anecdote makes us acquainted, but likewise the 
wisdom of holding* it up to us as a perfect lesson of that useful virtue. 
Had the man accosted Hillel rudely, or even struck him a blow, his for- 
bearance would not have been extraordinary ; as he who has taken upon 
himself to practise patience, would in that case, by the very singularity 
of the trial to which his temper was subjected, become reminded of the 
rules of conduct he had laid down to himself ; and his fpatience would 
lose its merit, as it was summoned to meet the occasion. But he who 
undertook to provoke Hillel was a better judge of human nature, and 
calculated his chances of success with greater accuracy than to leave 
room for the laboured efforts of artificial forbearance : And we doubt not 
but our readers will acknowledge, that, with any other man than Hillel, the 
scheme must have succeeded. Let us consider the circumstances : 
Hillel, venerated by the Jews as their ruler, on account of his moral worth 
and great learning, — accustomed to have questions of the greatest possi- 
ble importance submitted to his opinion, and to see his decisions carried 
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into effect with all the solemnity due to his acknowledged authority, — 
the venerable Hillel is withdrawn to his chamber in order to prepare for 
the Sabbath. Being disturbed, he is forced to dress himself, and to give 
audience to a visiter, the importance of whose communication can alone 
apologize for the unseasonable intrusion, and whose urgent haste must 
be considered as the excuse for the impertinent omission Qf Hillel's 
customary title. His expectation is raised ; the mighty question is pro- 
pounded ; and proves to be most frivolous. Disappointed expectation, 
time wasted, and the impatience natural to man on seeing a silly trifle 
treated as a matter of importance, combined to produce their general 
effect, — but in vain ; and though the experiment was thrice repeated, the 
good temper of Hillel withstood the temptation. One more effort the , 
incipient loser tries : " I have several other questions, to which I would 
solicit thy replies ; but I fear lest thou mayest consider them as a waste 
of thy time and be offended." The forbearance of an angel could scarce 
withstand such cool effrontery. When this, too, fails, the question is 
put, " Art thou Hillel, who is styled the prince of Israel ? " and the re- 
ply, " Yes," is followed by the direct insult, which forms the climax of 
the gradual, but vain, provocation, and wrings from this baffled judge of 
human nature, the confession that his wager is lost. We agree with 
Hillel, and exclaim, " Such matchless patience is well worthy that he 
who speculates on its frailty should pay the forfeit of his presumption." 



IV. METAPHYSICS AND PHILOSOPHY OF THE RABBIES. 

Sepher Ikkarim : "book of principles:" by r. Joseph albo. 
(Continued from page 124.J 



chapter XIV. 

We have already demonstrated, 
that the Holy One (blessed be He !) 
is immaterial, and that he does not 
possess material faculties ; conse- 
quently he is necessarily independent 
of the accidents and effects of matter. 
Such being the fact, it becomes our 
duty to state the cause, why in Holy 
Writ we find so many expressions 
that seem to ascribe to the Deity 
corporeal faculties and affections, 
such as jealousy, wrath, revenge, 
and resentment. We find, for in- 
stance, ** God is jealous ; and 
revengeful is the Lord ; revenge- 
ful is the Lord, and wroth ; the 
Lord is revengeful to his adver- 
saries, and full of resentment is he 
to his enemies;" (Nahum i. 2;) 
all passions of this description are 
corporeal; moreover, they are not 
praiseworthy, and cannot with pro- 
priety be assigned to man possessed 



of human perfection ; and must 
therefore be utterly inapplicable to 
the Supreme and All-perfect Being. 
In like manner the Sacred Scriptures 
ascribe to him, loftiness; as, **The 
Lord reigneth clothed in high-mind^ 
edness : " * (Psalm xciii. 1 :) — ^grief, 
as, ** It grieved him in ^his heart ; " 
(Genesis vi. 6 ;) And again, ** He was 
overcome at the misery of Israel." 
(Judges X. 16.) To all these quota- 
tions and the corporeal passions and 
affections which they indicate, we 
give one general reply : All that pro- 
phets declare have but one aim and 
purpose, — to'render men righteous, 
and to convert them to the love and 
adoration of the Deity; and as the 
mass of mankind are influenced by 
their fears only, and arrive at that 
state of humility and prostration of 

• The word TXM^, which the English ver- 
sion poetically renders " majesty," literally 
means " highmindedness." 
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the soul which Divine worship re- 
quires, solely, through the dread of 
punishment ; the prophets, in ex- 
horting them, accommodate their 
language to the general perceptions 
and impressions of the untutored. 
And as, in common parlance, it is 
said, ** The king inflicts punishment 
on those rebels who have transferred 
their allegiance to another;" the 
prophets in like manner say, " God 
is jealous and revengeful," &c., as 
the consequence to those who trans- 
gress against the Divine commands 
is like unto the effects produced by 
him who, possessed of the power, 
indulges his vengeance. And as 
man regrets, and feels grieved, when 
he is reduced to destroy the work of 
his hands ; the Sacred Writers em- 
ploy expressions akin to the feelings 
entertained by man, when they relate 
that the Deity caused his own crea- 
tion to perish by the waters of the 
flood, and accordingly Holy Writ 
tells us: "The Lord said, 1 will 
destroy man whom I have created ; 
for it repenteth me that I have 
made them." (Gen. vi. 1.) And 
as man, when reduced to destroy 
the work of his own hands, is in- 
tent to preserve entire as much 
of it as I possibly he can. Holy 
Writ, in like manner tells us, " And 
Noah found grace in the eyes of the 
Lord ;" (Genesis vi. 8 ;) which grace 
was, that he and his were saved 
amidst the general destruction. This, 
too, will explain the expression, 
** He was overcome at the misery of 
Jsrael ;" he terminated their suffer- 
ings by direct assistance unmerited 
by them ; as does a man who is 
overcome by the extreme misery and 
lamentations of another, and who ex- 
tends that aid which, in reality, the 
object of his commiseration does 
not deserve. In the same sense we 
find, ** I have surely seen the afflic- 
tion of my people who are in Miz- 
raim ; and I descend to deliver 
them." (Exod. iii. 7, 8.) Such, like- 
wise, are the "yearnings of pity," 
and other corporeal affections, as- 
signed to the Deity ; which are used 
in order to elucidate to the human 
understanding that which it can only 
comprehend by means of the analo- 
gy existing between its operations 
and the effects of human passions 



or affections. And though Holy 
Writ expressly tells us, " For ye saw 
no manner of similitude, on the day 
the Lord spoke to you at Horeb oiit 
of the midst of the fire ;" (Deut. iv. 
15 ;) nevertheless, corporeal parts 
are ascribed to the Deity ; as, when 
we are told, " And he gave him two 
tables of testimony, tables of stone, 
written with the finger of God." 
(Exodus xxxi. 18.) " When I consider 
thy heavens, the work of thy fin- 
gers." (Psalm viii. 3.) "Thy right 
hand, O Lord, is glorious in power." 
(Exodus XV. 6.) " Thy hands have 
made me and fashioned me." (Psalm 
cxix. 73.) But all these expressions 
are, as we said before, used to ena- 
ble the human mind to under- 
stand by analogy what otherwise 
would be incomprehensible : Thus, 
as man writes with his fingers the 
Divine writing is said to be the 
work of " the fingers of God ; " — as 
the right hand of man performs the 
acts of his power, the same attribute 
is assigned to " the right hand of 
God ; " as whatever is fashioned by 
man is done by means of his hands, 
the hands of God are said to have 
fashioned man. As the ears of man 
are the organs of hearing, the Deity 
is solicited to be propitious to the 
prayers of man in the words, " Lord, 
incline thine ear and hear." (2 Kings 
xix. 16.) Thus, in order to express 
effects produced by the Divine in- 
tervention, although we know and 
Holy Writ teaches us that the Deity 
has no corporeal parts any more than 
he is influenced by corporeal pas- 
sions, — yet the language of the Sa- 
cred Scriptures employs terms ana- 
logous to what is human, and which 
humanity may comprehend. To 
denote his supremacy, they depict 
him as King : "I saw the Lord sit- 
ting on a high and exalted throne." 
(Isaiah vi. 1.) " For my eyes have 
beheld the King, the Lord of hosts." 
(Isaiah v. 5.) To describe his irre- 
sistible might, they represent him as 
a hero : " The Lord goeth forth like 
a hero, he arouseth his zeal like a 
valorous warrior : he will shout, and 
he will roar, and will prevail against 
his enemies." (Isaiah xlii. 13.) This 
manner of investing the Divine per- 
fections with qualities purely human 
is alluded to by David, when he 
2 
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says, " They speak of the glories of 
thy kingdom, and talk of thy power : 
To make known to the sons of man 
his miprbty works, and the glorious 
majesty ot his kingdom. Thy king- 
dom is universal and everlasting ; 
thy dominion over every succeed- 
ing generation." (Psalm cxlv. 
11 — 13.) His meaning is, that to 
speak of the Divine kingdom, and 
of its glories, and its powers, must 
be done in such language as will 
convey to the sons of men some 
idea of its splendour and majesty, 
which may thus be made known to 
them, although in reality the Divine 
power is infinite, and can, as such, 
not at all be understood or conceived 
by man. When the Sacred Scrip- 
tures assign to the Deity a loftiness, 
although this is a reurehensible qua- 
lity, as we are told, "All pride of 
heart is an abomination to the Lord," 
(Proverbs xvi. 5,) — the difference is, 
that pride in mortal man is most un- 
becoming : For, whatever he has, or 
boasts of, is not his, but is only be- 
stowed on him for a time ; nor are 
his perfections his own, but they 
come from God. If man is proud 
of his wisdom, the Sacred Scrip- 
tures correct him : ** For the Lord 
giveth wisdom." (Proverbs ii. 6.) 
If either riches, or power, or domi- 
nion, or even kingly rule, is the 
source of his pride, all these are from 
God : " Thine, O Lord, is the great- 
ness, and the power, and the suprem- 
acy, and the majesty ; for all that is 
in the heavens or on earth is thine, 
O Lord, as is the kingdom and the 
exaltation above all chiefs. Riches 
and honour come from thee. Thou 
rulest over all : In thy hand is power 
and might, and in thy hand it like- 
wise is to make great, and to give 
strength to all." (1 Chronicles xxix. 
11, 12.) Consequently, as man is 
altogether dependent on the Divine 
will, and every thing of which he is 
possessed comes from God, human 
pride is unfounded, improper, and re- 
prehensible, and highness properly 
belongs but to Him who is clothed in 
loftiness, who is lofty above all pride ; 
(Exodus XV. 1 ; ) which the Chaldee 
paraphrase of Jonathan the son of 
Uzziel renders, ** He is high above 
the proud ; for all pride belongeth 
to him _alone." And, to convince 



us that highness appertains to th6 
Deity alone, we have a striking proof 
in Nebuchadnezzar, who, proud of 
his grandeur and power, is humbled 
before the highness of the Deity, 
and taught that lesson which maae 
him confess it to be his duty to 
" praise, and extol, and honour the 
Kmg of Heaven, all whose works 
are truth, and his ways judgment : 
And those that walk in pride he is 
able to abase." (Daniel iv. 37.) 
Another striking instance of hum- 
bled pride we find in the Ruler of 
Tyrus : " Because thy heart is lifted 
up and thou hast said, I am a god, 
but thou art a man, and no god, in 
the hand of him that slayeth thee ; ' 
therefore will I bring forth a fire 
from the midst of thee, it shall de- 
vour thee, and I will bring thee to 
ashes upon the earth in the sight of 
all them that behold thee." (Ezekiel 
xxviii. 2, 9, 18.) Thus human pride 
is humbled to the dust, and the 
highminded is brought low ;^ for 
all I highness or exaltation belong, 
eth to the Lord ; so that he who in 
the folly of his arrogance boasted, 
** I am a god," is put in the hands 
of those who seek his life, and who 
execute their will upon him ; and he 
cannot save himself out of their 
power : ** For wilt, thou say before 
him that slayeth thee, I am God ? " 
(Ezekiel xxviii. 9.) All that we 
have here stated goes to prove the 
correctness of the general rule laid 
down by our Rabbles of blessed 
memory, that "the language of 
Holy Writ assimilates itself to the 
terms of parlance usual amoDg men, 
and that, consequently, nothing ma- 
terial or corporeal can be attributed 
to the Deity as a consequence of any 
expressions used by the Sacred 
Scriptures. 

CHAPTER XV. 

Joy is the result of pleasurable 
sensations which any occurrence 
causes within ; and pre-supposes a 
new condition, or rather a change 
from that which preceded it. Never- 
theless, we find this expression, Joy, 
applied to the Deity : ** The Lord 
rejoiceth in his wprks. (Psalm civ. 
31.) The men of the great assem- 
bly (Sanhedrim) likewise use similar 
language in the matrimonial service : 
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" Joy is in His dwelling." But joy 
is applied to Him in the same sense 
in which, as we demonstrated in the 
foregoing chapter, grief can be ap- 
plied to him; namely, to illustrate 
to the human mind, by means of 
analogy, that which otherwise would 
be utterly incomprehensible. And, 
as we said that the destruction of 
the work of his hands was, in man, 
accompanied by grief, and that there- 
fore the same word was, under simi- 
lar circumstances, applied to the 
Deity 5 so we go on to say, that, as 
the thriving and prosperity of the 
work of his hands causes joy to man, 
the same word is, under similar cir- 
cumstances, applied to the Deity, 
when it is said, ** The Lord rejoiceth 
in his works." And as real thriving 
and prosperity are more properly at- 
tributed to those superior intelli- 
gences who have an individual exist- 
ence and purpose, the expression, 
",Joy is in his dwelling," is there- 
fore only used in the nuptial bene- 
diction, as that consecrates the 
union by means of which the human 
species is to be preserved, to thrive, 
and to prosper. And, in the same 
sense, we likewise find the expres- 
sion, '* Might and gladness are in 
his place ;" (1 Chron. xvi. 27 ;) and 
the last words denote, that the ful- 
ness of every joy dwells within His 
essence. Thus, likewise, that other 
expression, *' Blessed be the glory 
of God from his place," (Ezek. iii. 
12,) denotes, that the fulness of 
glory dwells within his essence. 
There can, however, be no relation 
whatsoever between the joys of the 
Creator and those of his creatures, 
as theirs are derived from what he 
bestows on them. Their greatest 
joy and beatitude is commensurate 
with the degree of knowledge which 
they tave attained of his being and 
perfections ; His joy is the perfect 
knowledge he has of himself. Their 
joy is limited according to the extent 
of their knowledge : (And although 
the increase of their joy keeps pace 
with that of their knowledge, as they 
always have a something additional 
to desire and to attain, as the Sacred 
Singer saitb in the Psalms, "Let 
those that seek the Lord rejoice in 
their hearts ;" ** Seek ye the Lord 
a nd his power, and search his pre- 



sence evermore ;" (Psalm cv. 4 ;) 
** Let all those that seek thee be 
glad, and rejoice in thee, and con- 
stantly exclaim, O great is the Lord;" 
(Psalm ^Ixx. 4;) thus the contem- 
plation' of the Deity affords the con- 
stantly-renewed desire and attain- 
ment of knowledge, which brings 
its own joy along with it: And 
though this joy is, as we said be- 
fore, limited according to the extent 
of knowledge, yet it is unceasing 
and progressive :) But his joys 
are infinite as is the everlasting 
and boundless knowledge which 
he harbours of himself, and which 
is constant and immutable. The 
grace of God permits man in 
some small degree to attain to this 
true joy, as* the Sacred Singer saith, 
*' How precious is thy grace, O God, 
and the sons of man shelter beneath 
the shadow of thy wings." (Psalm 
xxxvi. 7') Although thy grace is 
boundless, yet it is imparted to the 
finite sons of men. The word f^i^, 
"wing," is used here for "secrecy," 
asVe^ find yy\D 7l)> Pfiy ifh, " Thy 
teachers shall no longer be covered 
with wings, or concealed." (Isaiah ^ 
xxx. 20.) And from this concealed 
knowledge which the Divine grace 
permits the contemplations of men 
to attain, they derive the true joy 
and beatitude which gladdens the 
world of souls. Therefore David 
continues: "They shall be richly sa- 
tisfied with the abundance of thy 
house; and thou shalt make them 
drink from the stream of thy bliss. 
For with thee is the fountain of 
life ; in thy light we shall see light. 
O continue thy grace unto them that 
know thee ; and thy righteousness to 
the upright in heart ! " (Psalm xxxvL 
8—10) The Poet-King here ex- 
presses, that the beatitude which the 
souls enjoy is in consequence of 
contemplating, and becoming ac- 
quainted with, some of those perfec- 
tions which form the Divine joy; 
that the " being richly satisfied with 
the abundance of thy house," are 
the joys derived from contemplation 
of the works of creation : As it was 
said to Moses, "Thou shalt see|myback 
parts ; " (Exodus xxxiii. 23 ;) namely, 
that which emanates from the Deity, 
or the works of creation ; but that 
the further expression, " Thou shalt 
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make them drink from the streams 
of thy bliss/' means the contempla- 
tion of those Divine perfections which 
are his own essence and delight, and 
which, unless made " to dunk " or 
attain by the Divine grace, man could 
never reach. And although these 
joys are inBnite, (whereas man and 
his comprehension are finite,) never- 
theless as '* with thee is the fountain 
of life," the Divine grace can so 
temper the human mind that '* in 
thy light we shall see light : " As 
the human eye can encompass but a 
part of light, and not tne whole ; 
nevertheless man rejoices in what he 
can attain; therefore the Sacred 
Singer compares the attainment 
of Divine knowledge to the light. 
And he further says, *' Continue thy 
grace to them that know thee ; " to 
those who in their present state 
strive to attain the knowledge of 
thee ; that thus they may acquire 
that reward in a future state which 
is granted by ** thy righteousness to 
the upright in heart ;'' as it is the 
decree of the Divine righteousness, 
(as set forth in the law,) that, on 
account of their faithfulness to God 
and adherence to his laws, the up- 
right in heart should be rewarded 
with eternal life, as the prophet says, 
** The righteous shall live ; through 
his; faith ; ** (Habak. ii. 4 ;) which 
unquestionably denotes the life to 
come; as, during their terrestrial 
sojourn, the righteous have no pre- 
ference in length of days before the 
wicked. 

CHAPTER XVI. 

The word mirth has 



meaning; it expresses joy, as (in 
Genesis xvii. 17,) ** Abraham fell 
on his face pnY^I, which the Chal- 
dee paraphrase of^Onkelos renders 
nni, "and was merry." It like- 
wise is used to express derision, as 
in Job xii. 4, ** I am become a de- 
rision to his neighbours." Some- 
times the words ^p in U^, scornful 
laughter, is followed by Ji?!', derision, 
** He that sitteth in the heavens 
pnu^t will laugh, and the Lord 
^Db :ii^b> will hold them in derision.'' 
(Psalm ii. 4.) These two words are 
synonymous, because they imply the 
satisfaction felt at seeing in another 
imperfections, imprudence in word 
or deed, folly, or ignorance, of which 
we feel ourselves to be free ; and are 
thus composed of the sensations, — 
contempt for another, and self-satis- 
faction. Holy Writ, however, uses 
this expression as it does others of 
purely human parlance ; and thus 
the sacred Psalmist, — after having 
said that ** the kings of the earth 
and its rulers take counsel against 
the Lord, and say, Let us do away 
with the supremacy of his power " — 
cannot find words to express the 
utter folly of such attempts, and is 
therefore induced to say, ** The Lord 
holds them in derision," — as a 
strong man derides the hostile efforts 
of an infant. But bis intention is 
not, and cannot be, to ascribe to the 
Deity any admixture of self-satisfac- 
tion at the weakness or impotence 
of his creatures, such as we defined 
to be invariably a component part of 
the feelings which cause human de- 
rision 



a twofold 
{To be continued.) 

— ♦ 

V. MORALITY OF THE RABBIES. 

uyoi? D^pIS MiDty Schmonah Perakim Lerambam, 
eight chapters of ethics. 
BY MAIMONIDES, 
( Continued from page 112.) 

tion, eat and drink moderately, and 
according to his means'; should en- 
joy the bliss of love in moderation, 
and live honestly and uprightly 
amongst bis fellow- men in a civil- 
ized land. But it never was the 
purpose of this perfect law that man 



chapter IV. 

This perfect law does not teach us to 
subject the body to useless and un- 
called-for tortures. On the contrary, 
its aim and intention is, that man, 
according to the dictates of nature, 
should pursue the path of modera- 
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was to inliabit the lonely wilderness, 
or to dwell on the sterile rock, or 
clothe himself in sack and haircloth, 
or inflict any tortures on his body. 
For he thus deprives himself of 
every lawful enjoyment,^ and torments 
himself, — acts in opposition ,to the 
bountiful intentions of Providence, 
and is, therefore, guilty of actual sin. 
When we examine the words of our 
prophets and of the sages of the law, 
we see that their intention is to re- 
commend moderation, and the due 
care of soul and body, in accordance 
with the commands of the law. Such 
is the Divine instruction by the 
mouth of the prophet, when the de- 
sire was evinced to continue the 
annual observance of one day of fast- 
ing, which, under particular circum- 
stances, had been enacted. The ques- 
tion was, ** Shall I weep in the fifth 
month, and abstain as I have done 
these many years?" (Zech. vii. 2.) 
The answer given by the Lord was : 
"When ye fasted and mourned in 
the fifth and seventh months during 
these seventy years, was it unto me 
or for my sake that ye fasted ? And 
if ye eat and drink, is it not your- 
selves that enjoy it?" (Zech. vii. 
5, 6.) The command which the 
Lord subsequently gave through his 
prophet did not enact fasting, but 
virtue and justice ; as he says, " Thus 
speaketh the Lord of hosts, andsaith. 
Execute true judgment ; and act with 
mercy and with compassion each to- 
wards his brother. Do not oppress 
the widow or the orphan, the 
stranger or the poor ; and let none 
of you contemplate evil against his 
brother in your iiearts." (Zech. vii. 9, 
10.) He then goes on further to say, 
" Thus saith the Lord of Hosts ; 
The fasts of the fourth,the fifth, the 
seventh, and the tenth months, shall 
become unto the house of Judah 
mirth and gladness, and joyous feasts, 
but truth and peace shall ye love." 
(Zech. vii. 10.) Know that by truth 
is meant that abstract and immutable 
wisdom, which, as we stated before, 
contemplates that everlasting truth 
which knoweth no change; by peace 
is meant the moral qualities of the 
mind, by means of which peace and 
good- will are maintained ou earth. 
But, to resume : Should it be as- 



serted by those who strive to assume 
the semblance of excessive zeal and 
devotion for the law, (as it is to such 
only that our remarks apply,) that, 
in tormenting their bodies and re- 
nouncing every joy, their object is 
solely to imprint a salutary lesson on 
the faculties of their soul, by in- 
clining somewhat to the one extreme, 
in accordance with our own recom- 
mendations in this very chapter; 
we answer them that they are 
greatly in error : For the law did not 
enact its observances and prohibi- 
tions, except for the purpose of keep- 
ing man at due distance from either 
extreme ; and proper obedience to 
the law is consequently, of itself, 
sufficient to attain that aim without 
the further restraint of self-enacted 
statutes. Thus the prohibition of 
certain foods, the caution against 
sinful or promiscuous intercourse, 
the matrimonial rites and ceremo- 
nies, together with all the restrictions 
which limit the connubial intercourse, 
by totally interdicting it at certain 
times and seasons : All these prohi- 
bitions were commanded by the Holy 
One, (blessed be He!) not only in 
order to prevent the inordinate in- 
dulgence of the passions, but, by 
means of temporary abstinence, to 
accustom us to that abstemiousness 
which ought to be fixed and rooted 
in our soul. 

In like manner, what the law com- 
mands respecting the giving of tithes, 
the gleanings of the harvest, forgot- 
ten sheaves, the corners of the field, 
the single grapes, and also the law 
of Shmitah, (the septennial agrarian 
rest and manumission of slaves,) and 
of the jubilee, the duty of charity, 
and to relieve the pressing wants of 
our fellow-creatures : All these are 
intended to incline us towards good- 
nature, and to guard us against chur- 
lishness or ill-nature until goodness 
of heart becomes confirmed in us. 

Most of the commandments may 
be tested by this standard ; and it 
will be found that they guide and re- 
gulate the faculties of the soul. Thus 
revenge and resentment are prohi- 
bited in the law, when it is said, 
" Thou shalt not revenge or resent." 
" Thou shalt surely help with him." 
" Thou shalt surely restore it to him.'» 
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These and all such commands are 
intended to weaken the aptitude for 
wrath or avarice. Again : It is said, 
** Thou ahalt rise up before the hoary 
head, and honour the face of the old/' 
•'Honour thy father and mother." 
** Depart not from the word which 
they shall tell thee." These and 
commands of the like nature are in- 
tended to do away with the aptitude 
for arrogance, and to encourage that 
of modesty ; and, in order to prevent 
our proceeding to the extreme of un- 
becoming bashfulness, we are told, 
" Thou shalt reprove and exhort thy 
brother." ** Ye shall dread soman," 
so as to inspire us with a becoming 
degree of self-confidence; that we 
may persevere in the path of mode- 
ration. Should any one (doubtless 
from want of proper knowledge and 
sense) enforce these commands with 
additional rigour, add to the list of 
meats that are prohibited, restrict 
connubial intercourse to a degree 
more narrow than the law permits, 
divide all his money amongst the 
poor, or devote it as a gift to the 
sanctuary, and thus outstep the gifts 
and donatives appointed by the law : 
All these would be improper actions, 
which would imperceptibly lead him 
to reprehensible extremes. 

A most remarkable confirmation 
of these my assertions, by our Rab- 
bles of blessed memory, will be found 
in the Talmud, Treatise Nedarim 
(chap. 9 where those are greatly 
blamed who bind themselves by 
-oaths and voluntary vows, till they 
cannot stir out of the mental fetters 
in which they are chained by their 
own act and deed. The language 
there used is as follows : R. Idai 
saith, in the name of R.Isaac, "Dost 
thou think the prohibitions of the 
law are not sufficient, but must pre- 
sume to enact prohibitions of thy 
own accord?" This perfectly ac- 
cords with what we said, Moderation 
is the command of the law; every 
deviation is reprehensible. 

FVom all that we have hitherto 
iTobe 



stated it is evident, that the duty of 
man is to observe the strict line of 
moderation, and never to incline to- 
wards any extreme, except in cases 
where the restoration of his soul's 
health absolutely requires that oppo- 
sition should be offered to, and a 
stand made against, the inroads of 
disease ; in like manner as the skil- 
ful physician, whenever he observes 
the least sign of approaching ill health 
in any of his patients, has'immediate 
recourse to the necessaryrestoratives, 
and thus prevents the sickness from 
increasing to a degree which would 
require the application of violent 
remedies ; or, as a decaying limb is 
carefully nursed, and not exposed to 
any pernicious exertions, but, on the 
contrary, every remedy is applied 
that may restore it to pristine'strength, 
or may at least stay the progress of 
decay : Thus, likewise, the moral 
man is bound constantly to examine 
his inclinations, carefully to investi- 
gate his actions, and daily to search 
into the bent of his soul ; and if he 
finds himself inclining towards either 
extreme, immediately to apply the 
proper remedy, and not suffer the 
evil aptitude to acquire strength by 
a repetition of the actions which it 
engenders, as we stated before. He 
is likewise bound to be mindful of 
his defects, and strive to remedy 
them. For it is impossible that any 
man should be perfect and free of all 
faults. Philosophy teaches us, that 
it is most difficult and rare to ^dis^ 
cover a man whom nature has en- 
dowed with every perfection, moral 
as well as mental. This we find con- 
firmed in many passages of the sacred 
Scriptures : " Behold, he puts no trust 
in his servants, and his angels he 
charges with folly." (Job iv. 
18.) " How shall man be pure 
or the woman-born be righteous ? " 
(Job XV. 14.) And thus likewise 
saith Solomon ; ** For there i^is no 
man so righteous on earth, that he 
should do good and never sin." 
CEcclesiastes vii. 20.) 

continwd,) 



•»• To the query of B. E. we intend to reply in our next. ' 



Low DON :— .Printed by James Nichols, 46, Hoxton-Square. 



Digitized by 



Google 



HEBREW REVIEW 

AND 

MAGAZINE OP RABBINICAL LITERATURE. 



VOL. I. 



FOURTH DAY OF TEBATH, 5595. 
FKIDAY, DECEMBEA 5, 1834. 



No. 10. 



I. THE MEMORY OF ARTHUR LUMLEY DAVIDS. 

Genius is not the birth of any particular age or clime, nor is it confined 
to sect or nation. It is the free gift, the most valuable boon, of Provi- 
dence ; conferred on few, but these few, not selected from one nation 
of the earth, but from amongst all, for the benefit of the whole of man- 
kind. But though we know and acknowledge, that the salutary influence 
of these men is universal, like that of the sun ; yet, such is the feeling 
implanted within us, that each nation claims, as exclusively its own, the 
fame of the great men whom it has produced. Thus Britain glories in 
her Newton, Poland in Copernicus, Italy in Galileo, &c., &c. ; as if these 
illustrious men adorned the land only which gave them birth, instead 
of being, as they really are, the universal property and ornament of the 
entire human species. Nor can we blame this innocent egotism, which 
induces us to consider the glory of our countrymen as our own, when 
we reflect that the moral influence of a nation is founded, not on numbers 
or on wealth, but on the bright example which its illustrious men 
bequeath, and the veneration which they excite in other nations. 

The Jewish people have in no age been deficient in men gifted with genius 
of the very first order ; nor is there any science in which some Jewish 
name does not rank high amongst its most eminent professors. But the 
fate of their nation influenced their own, and but few of them enjoy that 
universal renown which ought to be the portion of the many who still 
remain unknown. Our Magazine is devoted to the literature of the 
Hebrews. Those amongst our brethren whose glorious works are hidden 
by the hand of time, and by the obscurity of a language not generally 
known or studied, it is our duty, as it is our pride, to introduce to our 
readers. But whilst Albo and Arama, Lateph and Abarbanel imprint their 
profound wisdom and pure morality on our pages ; whilst through our 
humble labours their illustrious memories become revived, their admirable 
writings are rendered familiar, and their instruction profitable, to many 
who hitherto scarcely knew of their existence ; shall we not likewise be 
permitted to devote an article to that extraordinary young man whom we 
saw arise amongst us, and whom we lost ere the meed of admiration, so 
justly his due, had time to burst from the lips of his astonished brethren ? 
Other publications have paid homage to his fame, and dropped a tear over 
his early grave. Abroad, the voice of the Jew has uttered the deep lament, 
at the untimely loss which the nation has sustained.* We, his countrymen 

• Vide Der Jude : Periodische Blatter fur Religion und Gewixsem Freiheit^i** The 
Jew : Periodical Pages on Religion and Freedom of Conscience "') edited by Dr. G. Riesser 
ftt Altona. Nos. 23 and 24, dated 1 Ith and 22d of January, 1 833, 

u 
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in a double sense,— we who feel that his glorious fame is reflected even on 
us,— we deem it our sacred duty to make our humble pages a record of his 
undying name. This sainted spirit claims kindred with our ancient sages J 
and posterity will hereafter say, " Arthur Lumley Davids was a British 
Jew. To the honour and welfare of his brethren he devoted the best energies 
of his youthful and richly-stored [mind : But his contemporaries were not 
ungrateful. British Jews knew his worth, felt his loss, and mourned his 
untimely death." 

Arthur Lumley Davids was born in the year 1811; and he died 
before he had completed his twenty-first year, on the 19th of July, 1832. 
During the short period of his life he wrote A Grammar of the Turkish Lan- 
guage^ with a Preliminary Discourse on the Language and Literature of the 
Turkish Nation, ^c. j a work which called forth, from the most competent 
judges of the subject, praises so unqualified, remarks so just in themselves, 
so honourable to the young author, that we cannot forbear quoting one of 
them :— ** We are informed that the author of this volume has not yet 
completed his twenty-first year ; and if we were disposed to think very 
highly indeed of the learning and research which it displays, even had 
they marked the labour of grey hairs, how much more must we prize and 
estimate them when we learn that the extraordinary effort proceeds from 
the verge of boyhood ? " (.London Literary Gazette, June 16, 1832.) This 
his great work has been honoured with the applause* of the mighty Mon- 
arch the language of whose people it illustrates. It secures to its author 
immortal fame, and -a place among the worthies, not only of his own 
nation but of mankind. But Davids was a Jew. He felt the dignity, as 
well as the duties, conferred on him by that name ; he loved, he worked 
for, his brethren. We have before us a Lecture* delivered by him, (at the 
age of nineteen,) before " the Society for the Cultivation of Hebrew Litera- 
ture,** on the ** Philosophy of the Jews,*' a Lecture so replete with deep 
learning and profound research, so strongly stamped with true piety and 
innate purity of mind, that we are forced to exclaim, ** All mankind must 
lament his death—but to the Jewish people his loss is irreparable ! " 

This short Lecture is a miniature type of its author. In the few years of 
his life he acquired a fund of knowledge so extensive and so varied, that, 
were we to estimate age by the quantum of learning attained, he was in 
this view a very aged man indeed : And in these few pages he has poured 
forth the treasures of his mind so abundantly, that were the size of a book 
to be calculated according to the number and grandeur of the thoughts 
which it contains, this little pamphlet would rank as a large folio. 

The subject of his Lecture, as we stated before, is the philosophy of the 
Jews. This important subject he introduces to his hearers in three divi- 
sions : 1. The Biblical, or the philosophy of the Sacred Scriptures. 2. The 
Scholastic, or Rabbinical Philosophy taught in the different Schools of the 
Jews. 3. The Modem, or the Philosophy of those learned Jews who have 
flourished since the destruction of their Schools. 

The very undertaking of a Lecture on so important a subject, and the 
lucid order with which it is introduced, indeed its entire arrangement, by so 

• Lecture on the Philosophy of the Jews : delivered at the London Tavern, to the So- 
ciety for the Cultivation of Hebrew Literature, Decemher 23, 1830. By the late Arthur 
Lumley Davids, Member of the Asiatic Society of Paris, &c. &c. 
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young a man, is enough to excite our admiration. It has unhappily been 
but too frequently the case, that men gifted with brilliant talents enter on 
their career by losing themselves in the aberrations of speculative infi- 
delity ; and it is only when their mental powers become matured in the 
school of research, when dear-bought experience teaches them the utter 
fallacy of all human systems of faith, that they, late and repenting, are 
happy in retracing their steps, and again sheltering themselves in the 
bosom of that Immutable Truth which in their youthful fondness they 
thought they could improve. But such was not Davids. He com- 
menced his literary life with that perfect conviction of the infinite 
value of a Divine Revelation which others are happy to arrive at as the 
precious fruit of many years of deep reflection ; and he found, in the 
religious records of his fathers, that source of eternal truth and perfect 
wisdom which alone confers real happiness. Every reflecting reader of 
his short work will find in him the pure soul, the noble daring, of a Mac- 
cabee. As those warriors and statesmen of eternal renown strove with 
sword in hand to maintain the unsullied honour of our nation, and to vindi- 
cate the purity of our faith ; so did he, with peaceful style, but with an 
equally lofty mind, endeavour to elevate the souls and extend the'immor- 
tal fame of the children of Israel. Thus he says, and says truly, 

*' The ancient Jews were the only people who had a philosophical idea of the Divinity, 
the Creator of all things. They believed the Divine Nature to be incorporeal, self-existent, 
and infinite, with the attributes of omnipotence, omniscience, and omnipresence." 

The Mosaic account of the creation, its truth and sublimity, he illustrates 
to us in few but striking words. The proof which he adduces, that the 
Biblical cosmogony acquaints us with the movement of the earth, is ^his 
own, and will by many be considered to be most felicitous. His words 
are : — 

** From the sublime description of the works of creation, contained in the first chapter 
of Genesis, it appears that there was a time when the earth, the heavens, and 
the planetary systems had not been called into existence by the Omnipotent. In the first 
period of the exercise of creative influence, the whole was one chaotic, terraqueous mass, 
imformed and shapeless, in which, as in the present formation of opr globe, the aqueous 
parts were predominant ; and over this, in the absence of the yet uncreated light, its ne- 
gative quality, darkness, bore imrivaUed sway. On the fir^t day of creation, the primary 
impulse of motion appears to have been given to the earth by the nomo of the Divine 
Spirit ; and I think J shall be able to prove to you, that by this impulse the diurnal mo- 
tion of the earth was eftected. niM Vl» * Let there be light,' said the Deity, and light 
existed ; and God saw that it was fit to perform the office of its creation j and He divided 
between the light and between the darkness ; and God called the light m ' * day,' and 
the darkness he called Tivb * night j ' and the evening and the morning was one day.' 

" We win now pause awhile, to examine this most important passage. We here dis- 
cover the existence of light, and of night and day, before the creation of the sun j and 
we are naturally anxious to learn how this was performed. To a superficial observer, 
something like a doubt suggests itself ; but to an attentive inquirer, nothing but true phi- 
losophy appears. He di^scovers the creation of primitive light pre-existent to its present 
source of emanation, but not of existence— the sun j into which, on the fourth day, this 
primitive light was collected : he discovers the existence of day and night previous to the 
creation of the sun as a luminary j and, in answer to the inquiry of how this was eflected, 
he discovers that it could have been accomplished in no other way than by the revolution 
of the earth caused by the first impulse of motion given to it by the Divine Spirit : and 
he vdll &US discover that the revolution of the earth, and not that of the sun, was consi- 
dered by the ancient Jews, as by the Newtonian pWosophers, to be the cause of day and 

U 2 
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night ; and which ophiion I hope to be able farther to support in the course of my Lec- 
ture. 

<< The fact that \Te have gained from the previous examination is, that the earth re> 
Tolved ; but if we proceed a little farther, we shall perceive in what manner this is per- 
formed, inw nv 1p^ Tn yxo »rn * -^^ *^® evening and the morning was one day j * 
thereby informing us that the course of this revolution was from T(S < evening/ place of 
son-setting, or west, to ">pa * morning,' place of sim-iise, or eeist y and thus clearly 
pointing out to us the revolution of the terrene globe from west to east." 

Whether or not this system will stand the test of modern science, we do 
not now intend to decide. We ourselves go but partially with him ; 
though we think that every candid mind must bear testimony to the pro- 
fundity of thought and the ingenuity of conjecture evinced by this very 
young lecturer. 

He next adverts to the creation of man, adopting the ideas of R. Joseph 
Albo, on this subject.* Want of space does not permit us to give his 
words ; and we are, from the same cause, compelled merely to notice , en passant, 
the just ideas and great knowledge he displays on the geometrical pro- 
portions of the ark of Noah and on the subject of the Deluge ; an his- 
torical fact, which by the aid of geology, chemistry, and other modem 
sciences, he triumphantly establishes against the doubts of the half-learned 
sceptic, and the opposition of the scoffing infidel. 

His illustration of a passage in Holy Writ, which, since the adoption of 
the Copernican system, has given rise to much cavil and controversy, is 
likewise his own, and evinces a profound and intimate knowledge of philo- 
logy. He says, 

** We will now, gentlemen, proceed to investigate another most important point of thi» 
period of Jewish philosophy j one which, through the ignorance of translators and com- 
mentators, has bid fair to eclipse its whole system, and to throw all the science of the an- 
cient Hebrews into shade r it is no less than the sun, according to our translators, standi 
ing still at the command of Joshua. I shall proceed to show you, that the text of this 
important passage says no such thing j and that the error has crept in through the unphi- 
losophical conceptions which its translators have formed of their original. 

<< The passage in Hebrew is thus : — 

^^i>b ")D«^ h^'w >in ^:jq!7 no^n-n« mrr nn Dvn rx\r\h i^unrr "inT tK 
y«-«bi n^Dti^n "vnn u^Dti^n loan "lu^^n ^o-b^ niiriD «"Tr«t»rr Vn^« ^u 

f: D^DD DVD «iii> 
** Our translators have expressed this : — * Then spake Joshua to the Lord in the day 
when the Lord delivered up the Amorites before the children of Israel j and he said, in 
the sight of Israel, Sun, stand thou stiU ttpon Gibeon ; and thou moon, in the valley of 
Ajalon. And the »rm stood still, and the moon stayed, until the people had avenged 
themselves upon their enemies. Is not this written in the book of Jasher ? So the sun 
stood still in the midst of heaven, and hasted not to go down about a whole day.' 

" Now, it is essential to our rightly imderstanding this passage, to examine both the 
Hebrew and the English word for su/n. The Hebrew language, in accordance with strict 
philosophical principles, has three names for siin^ The English has also three, but they are 
compound terms, thus— solar orb, solar flame, solar light ; yet we unphilosophicaUy use 
the word sun in all these senses : we say the sun is round, the sun is powerful, the sun 
is obscured, though we mean the solar orb is round, the Bo\ax flame is powerful, the solar 
light is obscured. This philosophical accuracy exists, however, primarily in Hebrew.. 
The solar orb is expressed by no compound term : the word d'VT expresses this significa- 

• See Lecture page 6 5 and Hebrew Review, page 26. 
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tion ; so rrDH the solar flame or fire ; so likewise xoatS, the word used hy Joshua, the tolar 
Ug?U. This is also extended, as for as philosophical propriety demands, to the moon. We 
find in Hebrew two names applied to this planet, naib the * disc' or * orb,' and rxv the 
light reflected from it : heat not being one of its qnaUties, we find no word expressive of the 
lunar flame or fire. That the sense of XO^CtO and 7TV is solar and lunar light, is not only 
evident from a multitude of places m Scripture where these words occur, but also from the 
passage of Joshua itself; for, if we translate fffOOt ' solar orb,' 'solar flame,' or ' sun,' 
or rrv ' lunar orb ' or ' moon,' the one must have rested upon Gibeon, the other in the 
valley of Ajalon. This indeed would be an extraordinary system of philosophy — the sun 
resting upon a mountain, and the moon in a valley. AU this, however, is folly explained 
by following the philosophical idea of the original, in which the solar and lunar light is 
stayed from advancing and receding upon the opposite hemispheres of the globe, not by the 
agency of the sun, but by that of the earth itself." 

In support of this opinion he adds the subjoined erudite remarks : — 

'' The texts to which I alluded are those, Psalm xix. 6. dhi 'TIM DID XOOVCh ' In them 
(the heavens) hath he placed a tent or receptacle for the shemesh,vfhich. is as a bridegroom 
coming out of his chamber.' XOOXO here cannot mean the sun, surely ; there is no recepta- 
cle for that, without we conceive it fixed in a socket j nor does it come out of its cham- 
ber : but translate shemesh < solar light,' and you will make sense of the passage : ' In 
the heavens hath he placed areceptacle for the solar rays,' namely, the Dnn or ' orb of the 
sun.' Exodus xvi. 21 : 'O^orton Dm * and the shemeth became hot.' I cannot ima- 
gine how the orb of the sun grew hot. Jonah Iv. 8 : * And the shemesh beat upon the 
head of Jonah.' But the most conclusive is that of Psalm cxxi., verse 6 : * And the 
shemeth XCsntO shall not smite thee by day, nor the yarectch Ttn^ by night.' Was this in- 
tended, that tiie orb of the sun and the orb of the moon should not descend from heaven to 
smite ? or was it, that their rays and beams should not affect those spoken of in the 
text ? I need not trouble you with more examples on this subject, though I could produce at 
least ten times as many proofs. But I think it unnecessary to produce any further evidence 
than the passage of Joshua itself ^ for the sun can only be said to rest on a mountain by 
its rays, the moon in a valley by its beams. If it were the sun, the orb or body of the 
sun, here spoken of, and not its Hght, we prove this, that the sun had a motion given 
to it which it never had before, co-instantaneous with a cessation of that motion ; or, in 
other words, that it moved, and was in a state of rest, at one and the same time, — which re- 
duces this argument ad ctbsurdtmi, 

** The passage quoted from the book of Jasher throws considerable light on this subject, 
for it explains the relative position of the sun : It'says, ' The wao stood still Dnsvrr TSm in 
the horizon,' Thus it appears that the sun was sinking in the west, casting its last rays 
on Gibeon, when Joshua, perceiving the near termination of the day, requested its prolon- 
gation, &c. The Chinese have preserved a confused account, in their annals, of the 'sun 
not going down during the space of ten days.' This happened in Xhe time of Yan, (their se- 
venth monarch fromFohi,) who was contemporary with Joshua. Herodotus says, (lib. ii. 
cap. 142 J !> rounnfrovrtf rtp XS^^V tct^ciicis tXeyov^t^'rfitwv tov tiKiov cu^arciXcu* €vOa 
T€ vw KaraHvercu, epdevrtp 9is eirarr«i\ar jcai cvOev wv avreWth tvOavra 9is Kara^vcu. 
He was told by the Egyptian priiests, that from the reign of their. 'first king to that of Se- 
thon, the sun had risen four times in an unusual manner ; that he had twice risen where he 
now sets ; and had twice set where he now rises. 

" This, though corrupted by its passage through the hands of the Egyptian priests and 
the wonder-telling Herodotus, may stiU be traced to a traditionary relation of the miracle 
of Joshua." 

We are not prepared to say, that, without further examination, we adopt 
this exposition : Nevertheless we are bound to respect this ingenious eflfort 
to reconcile the truth of scriptural narrative with the lights of modem 
science. 

Our limited space forbids us to follow the Lecturer, as we could have 
wished, in his discussion on every subject which he illumines with th'^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



150 TUB Memory of arthur lumley davids. 

lucid rays of his explanation. But when we inform our readers, that, 
in a Lecture not exceeding twenty-seven octavo pages, he has, in addition to 
the topics which we have specified, not crowded into his learned pamphlet, 
but methodically introduced and powerfully illustrated, the following sub> 
jects :— The astronomical knowledge of Job ; the philosophy of the 
Hebrew language ; the acquaintance of the ancient Jews with the zodiac ; 
the proofs that the art of dialling was known to them, as was the circula- 
tion of the blood ; their opinion respecting the immortality of the soul ; 
the origin of the allegorical style of the Rabbies ; an investigation into the 
rise and tenets of the three great Jewish sects, the Pharisees, the Essenes, 
and the Sadducees ; a sketch of the Jewish colony at Alexandria, and of 
the writers of that school; the origin and principles of Cabbala; the 
schools of Spain and, the philosophical system of Maimonides ; and lastly, 
the complete outline of the Mendilsohnian system ; — ^When we say, that all 
these subjects are treated upon in this short Lecture, with a degree of pro- 
foundness, talent, and zeal which, though it may not always convince, yet 
never fails to interest us ; we think our readers will unite with us in the 
expression of unfeigned admiration at this unequalled effort of a mere 
youth. As the sun is reflected and shines in the small but brilliant dew- 
drop, so did science, wisdom, and pure religion shine in his soul, and 
became reflected in his discourse ; till, worn out by the incessant influence 
of solar light, the attenuated dew-drop was ^dissolved into ether, and 
soared aloft to rejoin its heavenly Source. 

The short Lecture on which we have offered some remarks is not all that 
he had planned and commenced for the benefit of his nation. We speak 
not now of his forcible and argumentative letters in the " Times " news- 
paper on the subject of Jewish emancipation ; but of the Herculean task 
to write a *' Biblical Encyclopedia," for which he began to prepare and 
collect materials at the early age of fifteen, and at the very time he was 
most ardently pursuing his studies of the Turkish language and of its 
cognates. This work — the plan of which is most comprehensive, and 
would have afforded full scope fur the developement of his manifold and 
extensive acquirements— death prevented him from executing ; and in it, 
our nation in particular, and Biblical Students in general, have sustained a 
loss, the magnitude of which can best be estimated when we say, that, 
notwithstanding the numerous and valuable productions on Biblical and 
Hebrew literature, a work like that which Davids projected and com- 
menced still remains a desideratum ; and that we know not, at the present 
day, any one or two men who would complete the undertaking, which his 
youthful ardour, zeal for the literary glory of his people, and just confidence 
in his own powers prompted him to undertake. 

That a mind thus ardent, stored with uncommon knowledge, and gifted 
with great zeal and perseverance, would, in the progress of its riper years, 
have realized the glorious promise of its youth, is certain. But the dis- 
pensations of Providence are inscrutable ! Bred to a liberal profession, 
(the law,) possessed of a competent fortune, within a few weeks of that 
age which was to make him the uncontrolled master of his own actions ; 
in the midst of his pure and lofty aspirations for the welfare of mankind, 
and for the glory and improvement of his people, he suddenly became a 
victim to that dire disease which spread its ravages widely over every 
country in Europe, and was not stopped by the ocean in its baneful pro- 
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gress. Undermined by the too powerful ardour of his soul, exhau8te\l by 
nightly vigils and incessant labour, his corporeal powers were but ill- calcu- 
lated to withstand the violent cholera, with which, during the night of the 
17th of July, 1832, he was attacked. Fearful of alarming his beloved 
mother, he suffered in silence ; and when the morning made known his 
disease, and brought him medical aid, the succour came too late, and 
proved to be unavailing. His pure spirit fled to rejoin the Source of all 
good, from which it emanated. Him we pity not; the duration of his 
life is not to be measured by years. Early he accomplished the purpose 
for which an aU-wise Providence gave him being, and reached the goal, 
ripe, not in years, but in knowledge, in virtue, and in fame. He is happy 
in the reward which awaits him who '* eschews evil and does good." In 
paying our tribute to his departed worth, we do not mean to praise him : 
Truly does the poet say, 

*' Can honour's vdoe proToke the nlent dost. 
Or praises soothe the dull cold ear of death ? " 
It is as an example that we hold him forth. Sons of Israel, look up to him ; 
and though you may not equal, yet strive to imit^e him. 

To his mother, his bereaved, widowed mother, who in him has lost her 
pride, her only joy, — to her we presume not to offer consolation. It is true, 
few mothers ever sustained a greater loss ; but it is likewise true, that few 
sons left a more well-earned fame. The splendid testimonial of a Monarch's 
approbation and regret * shines not more brightly than the undying name 
of her 8on« He is departed ; but his fame replaces him. It is not to her 
that we address consolation : We offer it where it is most wanted, — to our 
brethren, to the Jewish nation throughout the world. In him we have all 
lost one of our brightest ornaments, who performed much, and promised 
still more. His powerful efforts contributed to vindicate the Jewish fame 
from the unjust reproaches which the prejudice of ages had heaped upon 
it. The dearest aspiration of his pure and fervent mind was to improve 
the moral and mental condition of his brethren. We have lost him : Let 
us not forfeit the legacy he has bequeathed to us. The community which 
could boast of an Arthur Lumley Davids amongst its youth, owes 
much to its rising generation. His great example is before us ; and it is 
worthy of our particular attention, that the brightest gem in the coronal 
of his fame rests on his intimate conviction of, and strict adherence to, the 
profound maxim of the royal philosopher, that n)^1 n^W«1 "n MM")^ 
" The fear of the Lord is the first of all knowledge.** (Proverbs i. 7.) 



We have been favoured with the following lines from a friend, which we 
ineert, though we fear our translation falls far short of their merits. 

nljw D'^B^a ^rs^ ntt^H ni05 
mln nja ••^^3 «lyn 

T T • V T • 

* The Tmkish Sultan, Mahmoud II., caused a splendid diamond ring to be presented 
to Mrs. Davids ; accompanied by a letter, expressing his high approbation of the work 
dedicated to him, and his deep regret at the author's early death. 
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nap*? 'h n^DS n^\ 
ry}jn >:ph »^ ^tt^m : nit) 

: nan •>55i ">nn "sfj^ ^ 

At Arthur's death two vridowi blend 
Their nonoym ! Lond, with streaming- eyes, 
^Myoidyjoy! My deuest Mend ! 
** My son is gone ! " the mother cries : 
Whilst Zion's daughter, smik in silent woe, 
Weeps her lost gem ; her prondest hope laid low. 

The mother sighs, " What grief like mine ! " 

** Mine," Zion cries, " is greater yet ; 
'< His name, his flune alike are thine^ 

« Whilst my son is nndmely set : 
** His memory to thee supplies his stead : 
<< Thy son is yet alive I My son is dead I " 



If. CRITICAL EXAMINATION OF RABBINICAL WRITERS. 



THB TALMUD. NO. III. 



(Continued from page 119 J 
PREFACE TO THE TALMUDIC TREATISE, 
BY MAIMONIDES. 



' ZERAIM/' 



^ Whbn Joshua the son of Nun 
(peace be with him !) approached his 
end, he taught to the elders the ex- 
positions which had been transmitted 
to him, and such decisions as, during 
the time of his administration, had 
been unanimously adopted. After 
his death the elders decided by a ma- 
jority all cases on which a diversity 
of [opinion arose. Their administra- 
tion is mentioned in the book of 
Joshua : " And Israel served the 
Lord all the days of Joshua, (xnd all 
the days qf the elders who survived 
- him, for a length of time." (xxiv. 
31.) These elders transmitted the 
tradition they had received from 
Joshua (peace be with him !) to the 
prophets, who taught ekch. other; 
and in every age fresh decisions were 
added as the result of deliberations 
caused by particular cases ; and the 
sages of every age considered the 
unanimous decisions of their prede- 
cessors as precedents on which they 
founded their own, and which they 
did not presume to contravene or 
dispute. Thus the traditions were 



preserved intact, and were transmit- 
ted unto the men of the Great As- 
sembly. These were Haggai, Zacha- 
riah, Malachi, Daniel, Hananiah, 
Mishael, Azariah, Ezra the Scribe^ 
Nehemiah the son of Chachalia, 
Mordecai, Zerubbabel the son of 
Salathiel. These prophets were 
joined by other sages to the full 
number of one hundred and twenty ; 
men learned in the law and recoros* 
These likewise occupied themselves 
with the promulgation of the ancient 
traditions, confirmed precedents, and 
established customs. The last sur- 
vivor of this venerable Assembly is 
the first amongst the sages enumer- 
ated in the Mishna, — Simon the 
Just, cohen gadol or High Priest. 
After him the traditions were trans- 
mitted in uninterrupted succession * 
until the days of R. Jehuda Hanasi. 
He was pre-eminent amongst his 
contemporaries, combining within 
himself all good and praiseworthy 
quadities to such a degree that the 
title of Rahbenu Hakadosh, "our 
• Vide Hebrew Review, page 43. 
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holy Rabbi,^' was conferred on him 
by his own, and confirmed by sub- 
sequent ages. His wisdom, like'his 
virtue, was commensurate with his 
rank: As the Rabbies say in the 
Talmud, (Treatise Gittin, folio 59.) 
** From Moses until our holy Rabbi, 
we have never seen learning and 
eminence combined in one man." 
He was most pious, meek, and ab- 
stemious; as it is said in the Tal- 
mud, (Treatise Sotah, folio 49,) 
** Since the death of our holy Rabbi, 
meekness and the, fear of sin have 
left us." He was most eloquent, 
and skilled beyond all others in the 
sacred language ; so that even learn- 
ed men were instructed in the idiom 
of that language by his servants and 
attendants. (Talmud, treatise Rosh 
hashanah, folio 26.) His wealth, 
and power were most princely. 
iBaba meziah, folio 84.) He was 
most zealous to acquire learning, and 
to promulgate the knowledge oi the 
law in Israel. He collected and 
compiled the halachahs, the deci- 
sions and sayings of the wise men, 
from the days of Moses unto his 
own, and formed them into one book 
called the Mishna, which contains 
the explanation of all the command- 
ments of the law. The greater part 
of these are traditions directly from 
Moses ; some are decisions unani- 
mously adopted from logical deduc- 
tions ; and others are matters on 
which a diversity of opinion pre- 
vailed. These last are preserved 
along with the various arguments 
that were held respecting them ; as, 
** Such was the opinion of one, and 
such was that of another." Where 
one man only differed in opinion 
from many others, the respective 
arguments are minutely given — a 
most useful method, respecting 
which we shall say more hereafter. 
We must here point out an import- 
ant circumstance; namely, we find 
the egression frequently used in the 

Talmud,''»iDD nwDb n::hn, "a 

decision of Moses from Sinai." Now 
we know, that all the laws and their 
explanations date from Moses and 
Sinai. We likewise find different 
opinions entertained respecting the 
derivation, founded on Scripture 
analogy, of certain customs and ob- 
servances, which may perhaps tempt 



the untutored to suppose that such 
observances rest on analogy only, 
and are not commanded by Moses 
on Sinai. It is therefore needful to 
know, that the exposition of all the 
laws was given to Moses at 8inai ; 
and accordingly no one of our sages 
learned in the law, from the days of 
Moses until the present time, ever 
took upon himself to deviate from 
that explanation : As, for instance, 
to maintain that the command of the 
written law, **Eye for eye," (Exodus 
xxi. 24,) was to be literally accom- 
plished. So that if any man blinded 
another, he was to lose his own eyes ; 
instead of the punishment being 
commuted into a fine, as the verbal 
explanation of the law directs. 
Again, the written law says, "And 
ye shall take, on the first day, the 
fruit of the tree hadar," (Levit. 
xxiii. 40.) The literal translation of 
hadar is ** goodly " or ** beautiful," 
Still none of our sages ever attempt- 
ed to assert that the fruit was any 
other than citron, or to substitute in 
its stead pine-apples, or any other 
beautiful fruit. Nor did any of them 
assert the boughs of the tree aboth 
to be any other than myrtle, though 
the word aboth itself means "thick : " 
Or that the command, "Ye shall cut 
her hands off." (Deut.xxv. 12,) is to 
be literally enforced, instead of the 
fine which the verbal explanation 
enacts : Or that the command re- 
specting the priest's daughter who 
is sentenced to the stake, (Levit. xxi. 
9,) and the betrothed maiden who is 
sentenced to be stoned to death, 
(Deut. XX vi. 21,) had any application 
to the first except she were a married 
woman ; or to the second except her 
offence was committed subsequent 
to her being betrothed. In these 
and all similar cases no difference of 
opinion ever existed, as Moses fully 
and explicitly laid down the precise 
meaning of the law in its general 
bearing, special application, and mi- 
nute details. But respecting some 
others, although no dispute exists as 
to their precise meaning, yet their 
analogy to and connection with 
other passages in the law to which 
they have a reference, have caused 
differences, as such analogy, connec- 
tion, or reference may be more evi- 
dent to one than it is to another. 
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beiD^ altogether matter of opinion : 
Whereas the law remains positive 
and immutable. In like manner we 
find in the Talmud, (treatise Succah, 
folio 35,) respecting the fruit hadar 
or citron : One opinion is, the word 
*11il hadar is derived from 11 to 
dwell, and denotes that the fruit 
rests on the tree during the winter. 
Another opinion is, that the words, 
1in Y)> na, " fruitof the tree hadar," 
denote that the flavour of the tree 
is the same as that of the fruit, — which 
is actually the case with the citron. 
A third opinion is, that hadar, from 
dar " to dwell," is given to the tree 
because it ** dwells," or grows, near 
the water side. The fact that the 
fruit hadar is a citron, is not im- 
parted to us by, and rests not for its 
authority upon, their discussion ; it 
having never been understood differ- 
ently by all Israel from the days of 
Moses to our own. These opinions are 
but 80 many philological disquisitions 
in order to arrive at the true etymo- 
logy of a word used in Holy Writ. 
And in all other instances when they 
argue any point of law, they never 
attempt to found the law upon any 
thing by means of analogy, but on 
the contrary to explain any probable 
analogy by means of the law. They 
received from Sinai the thirteen rules 
or canons of logic, by the aid and 
application of which they were en- 
abled to deduce and logically to de- 
monstrate the accordance of their 



decisions with the law. But all such 
cases as we have here enumerated 
cannot be called ** decisions of Mo- 
ses from Sinai : *' As, for instance, 
that the fruit of the tree hadar is a 
citron, does not reouire to be a de^ 
cision of Moses from Sinai ; for the 
fruit hadar is, by tradition and 
usage, from time immemorial, esta- 
blished and proved to be a citron 
onlv. Nor does any decision arrived 
at oy means of logical deduction, 
and the application of the thirteen 
canons, require to be called ** a hala- 
chah of Moses from Sinai ; " which 
appellation is limited to such cases 
as bear no reference to other pas- 
sages of the law, and are not deauc- 
ible by the thirteen canons and lo- 
gical inference, but rest on tradition, 
and are thereby approved as true, 
and confirmed by analogy. These 
cases we do not find that our Rab- 
bies ever attempted to establish by 
means of logical deduction, quota- 
tion, or analytical reasoning; but 
received them at once as the direct 
commands of the Deity to Moses. 
As an instance we mention ; The W 
of the phylacteries, their knot, black 
leather-tongues, traverse, and square 
receptacles, are halachah of Moses 
from Sinai : Such are many more 
of a similar description, of which 
we will treat more largely in their 
respective places ; but at present 
we say, that traditions are divided 
into five classes. 



(To be continued.) 



.III. METAPHYSICS AND PHILOSOPHY OF THE RABBIES. 

Sepher Ikkarim : "book op principles:" by r. joseph albo. 
(Continued from page 142.^ 



CHAPTER XVII. 

The word CDIpD "place" is the 
name given to the space which cir- 
cumscribes a body ; and also to that 
quantum of space filled up by the 
extension of which such body is 
possessed : Consequently what is 
incorporeal or immaterial cannot 
be said to be "in a place;" and 
therefore it is impossible to apply 
that expression either to the Deity, 
or to the separate spiritual intelli- 
gences ; they being neither material. 



possessed of extension, nor occupy- 
ing a certain space. • Thus it is said 
in the Sacred Scriptures, ** The hea- 
vens, and the heaven of heavens, 
cannot contain thee : " (1 Kings 
ix. 17 The meaning of which is, 
** Thou dost not require any space 
which thy presence fills up." — But 
when Holy Writ in other places says, 
" I will dwell amidst the children of 
Israel;" (Exodus xxix. 45;) and, 
" the place which the Lord your 
God will choose to let his name rest 
there ; " (Deuteronomy xii. 1 1 ;) the 
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meaning is, not that the Holy One 
requires any space for his abode, or 
can be limited to any place ; but, as 
the visible appearance of his glory is 
by means of some object percepti- 
ble to the senses, as fire or the pillar 
of the cloud — as it is said, ** And 
the vision of the glory of the Lord 
was like a consuming fire on the top 
of the mountain ; " (Exodus xxiv. 
17;) and again, "The glory of the 
Lord appeared in the cloud ; " 
(Exodus xvi. 10;) "The angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in a flame 
of fire out of the midst of the thorn- 
bush;" (Exodus iii. 2;) when the 
sudden appearance of the cloud, or 
the wondrous flame in the midst of 
the bush, was a demonstration to 
the senses that the invisible glory 
of the Deity rested therein — there- 
fore Holy Writ uses the word "place" 
to denote where this visible appear- 
ance of the Divine Glory rests. 
Thus then the Deity itself is not 
only independent of space, but is 
the space of the universe, which 
finds its stay in him ; and therefore 
He is so called, " Thou hast been 
our stay (or dwelling) in every 
age ; " (Psalm xci. 1 ;) namely, 
" Thou art the place which supports 
the universe." Accordingly our 
Rabbles of blessed memory use the 
word CDIpD, " place," to designate 
the Deity: "As CDIpDH ^ni, 
" Blessed is the place, (or Deitv,) 
who gave the law to Israel." 1 he 
same expression we find applied in 
Holy Writ : " And lift up his hand to 
tDlpbn the place, or the Deity." 
(2 Kings V. 11.) The essence of a 
thing is likewise called CDIpD; see 
Talmud, treatise Schvungoth, folio 7. 
"It is proved IDIpDD from itself." 
The same meaning applies to the 
words, *• Blessed be toe glory of 
the Lord IDIpOD in itself;" (Ezek. 
iii. 12;) that is to say, that the glory 
of the Lord, which appeared visibly 
to the prophet, is an immediate ema- 
nation from his essence ; not that any 
place can be assigned to his glory.* 
Another subject which demands 

• This explanation of our author will en- 
able us properly to understand the words of 
Holy Writ, " Behold, space is with me." 
(Exodus xxxiii. 21.) The Lord .saith, " Be- 



our investigation is, whether the 
words "direction," or "quarter," 
can be applied to the Deity. As 
we find, " God is in the heavens 
and thou art on earth ; " (Eccles. v. 
1 ;) and all sages are unanimous in 
the opinion, that the heavens are the 
abode of spiritual beings, although 
they occupy no space. Hence the 
conclusioti might be drawn, that 
though the Deity is immaterial, yet 
the word " direction '* or "quarter" 
can with propriety be applied to him ; 
that this would not assign to him 
any materiality, as the soul, which is 
spiritual, takes up its quarters in the 
body, which is material, without 
imbibing any materiality ; and as the 
soul is not without the body, though 
the soul is spiritual, and as such oc- 
cupying no space, it nevertheless is 
within a certain place which circum- 
scribes it. In like manner we use 
the expression, " the soul of the 
wicked is punished in hell ; " al- 
though that soul is spiritual and oc- 
cupies no space, it nevertheless is cir- 
cumscribed within the place, which 
we call hell, appointed for its punish- 
ment, for the sins committed in the 
body. On the strength of this ex- 
ample, a certain direction, or quar- 
ter, such as high or low, might be 
assigned to the Deity. For although 
" high *' or " low " pre-supposes a 
fixed place which cannot be assigned 
to the Deity, nevertheless it may, 
in defence of the above conclusion, 
be maintained that absolute height 
does not of necessity presuppose 
any place ; as the highest of all or- 
bits is not circumscribed by any 
thing material, and consequently 
occupies no place. But this opinion 
rests on a wrong inference of Aristo- 
tle,t who defines " place " to be the 
hold, the space is with me, and I am not in 
space: Nevertheless my presence will be- 
come revealed to thee."— Edit. 

t Our author enters into a series of most 
abstruse reasoning in order to refiite the in- 
ference of Aristotle ; and though this rea- 
soning is as judicious as it is profound, we 
are induced to omit it, inasmuch as it relates 
to a theory concerning the four elements, of 
which earth is said to be the lowest, water to 
be the next, air to be above the water, fire 
above the air, the orbit of the moon above 
the fire 8tc., — a theory which at present la 
altogether exploded. — Editor. 

2 
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interior space of one body encompass 
ing another; whence he infers that the 
whole of th e unirerse is in no place, not 
being surrounded with any external 
matter. But the definition and the in- 
iference are alike erroneous, as place 
is not the inner space of one body 
which surrounds another, but the 
space which the inner body occupies. 
Consequently the universe is in a 
place, although not encompassed or 
bounded by any thing material. We 
therefore proceed to say, that the 
opinion grounded on this inference 
is wrong, and that high, low, or any 
direction or ^tiar^cr, cannot be applied 
to the Deity, or to spiritual in- 
telligences, any more than place can 
be assigned to either. And when 
Holv Writ says, " He that dwelleth 
in the heavens," (Psalm ii. 4,) it is 
because the fulness of his power is^ 
most apparent in the heavenly crea- 
tions, which are of nobler material 
than those of the earth. Moreover 
as ** height " conveys to us a greater 
idea of superiority, the Sacred Scrip- 
tures use the expression accordingly. 
Hence likewise the abode of spiritual 
intelligences is said to be '* on high ;" 
though in reality, there is neither 
" high "nor ** low " before the Deity. 
But in all.these cases the axiom of our 
Rabbies holds good, that ** the lan- 
guage of Holy Writ assimilates itself 
to the terms of parlance usual among 
men." (Talmud, treviiise Sanhedrin, 
folio 63.) 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

The third branch resulting 'from 
the first essential principle, (** the 
existence of the Deity,") is that 
" the Holy One (blessed be He !) is 
independent of time ; " that is to say, 
that His existence preceded the com- 
mencement of time, and will conti- 
nue after its termination, conse- 
quently his duration and power are 
infinite. For whatever is dependent 
on time must be finite, as its dura- 
tion and power cease with time ; 
which is not the case with the Deity. 
It is^ however,needful to understand, 
that when he is called ]^D1p, " The 
primary or eldest of all beings," this 
term is only used because language 
does not offer a more appropriate 
word. Logically, however, the word 



is inapplicable to the Deity, as li 
merely conveys the relation to a 
something that is younger or secon- 
dary ; as, for instance, Noah is ^^'^? 
"elder" than David, and Enoch 
than Elijah, because the one lived 
some time preceding that in which 
the other lived ; though both Enoch 
and Noab were younger than Adam 
who preceded them, and is therefore 
their pmp or " elder." But when 
such a word is applied to the Deity, 
it does not and cannot bear any re* 
lation to any other being whatsoever. 
Were we, for instance, to say, ** God 
is older than the world," it would 
merely imply that at a certain time, 
when the world was not vet, he was ; 
but his existence might thus be 
bounded by time, in which case it 
must likewise have been preceded by 
time, commenced at some certain 
and definite period, previous to 
which it was non-existing. We have 
already proved that which at any 
time is non-existing to be but a pos- 
sible existence, and consequently not 
inherent, absolute, and unconditional. 
Therefore the word pa^ip is not to be 
understood by us merely in a posi- 
tive sense, — that he was prior to all 
other beings, — but in a negative 
sense, or that no other being or 
non-existence was prior to Him. 
His existence, then, is eternal, with- 
out commencement as without end — 
everlastingly immutable, as Holy 
Writsays, ** Who has preceded me V* 
(Job xl. 1, 2.) And when the term 
eternal is applied to the Deity, it 
merely denotes that, subsequent to 
Him, no other being will exist, or ra- 
ther that He is interminable. For, 
as it is impossible He should be pre- 
ceded by any other being or by 
non-existence, it is equally impossi- 
ble He should be succeeded by either 
the one or the other Accordingly 
the words pDIp «♦ first " and nV3 
** eternal " are but negative terms, 
expressing that nothing precedes or 
succeeds Him — blessed be He ! 

If we assume that the duration of 
time, which cannot be conceived by 
human thought, did exist before the 
creation, and will exist after the ter- 
mination of the universe ; that the 
difference between time, previous to 
creation and subsequently is caused 
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by the order in which it is now pe- 
riodically (Uvided, through the move- 
ments of the heavenly bodies, and 
which was the opinion of our Rabbies 
when " time " is by them called " the 
order of time ; " {BeresUth Rabba, 
chapter 2 ;) by which they mean that 
the periodical division of time did 
not exist previous to creation, but 
time itself did : If we assume this, 
there would in that case be two spe- 
cies of time; one which is deter- 
mined through the" movement of the 
heavenly bodies, which can be con- 
ceived, and is subject to the relative 
ideas of sooner, later, or coeval; and the 
second, which cannot be determined, 
conceived, or subjected to the three 
relative ideas we mentioned above, 
as no object then existed to which 
it bore any relation, or by means 
of which it could become determined. 
This last-mentioned species of time 
may possibly be eternal ; and the or- 
der of time established at the crea- 
tion may proceed from*it. Thus all 
errors and doubts respecting the es- 
sence of time would become obviated. 
Such doubts are those which relate 
to the periodical division : as by its 
means time past is separated from 
that to come, it is inferred that the 
first periodical division must have 
been preceded by time; and if 
that time could not exist independ- 
ent of a periodical order, and that or- 
der results from the movement of the 
heavenly bodies, such bodies must 
have been coeval with time, or eternal. 
This doubt, then, is completely remov- 
ed by our assertion, that time may ex- 
ist independent of periodical order or 
division, and without any relation to 
the sooner, the later, or the coeval, 
which word 8 are used as language does 
not offer us any other more appropri- 
ate. We say, in like manner, that ex- 
ternally to the world there m neither 
plenum nor vacuum, neither a fulness 
nor a void, but in so doing we 
use the word externally, because 
we cannot meet with any other 
by means of which we can convey 
our idea: For if the universe has an 
exterior, there must likewise be 
either void or fulness ; consequently 
we use a word, the true meaning of 
which is opposed to what we say, as 
we have no other by means of which 
we can give expression to our 



thoughts on the subject. And as it 
is difficult to conceive the universe 
terminating in, or bordering on, a 
something which is neither fulness 
nor vacuity ; and equally so to 
imagine a duration of time previous 
to creation, and to which the words 
sooner or later cannot be applied, as 
is done to time subsequent; there- 
fore our Rabbies say, ** Man is not 
permitted to investigate what is 
above or below, what is before or 
after." (Talmud, treatise Chag%gah,iO' 
lio 11.) By " above or below," they 
mean what is external to the universe ; 
"before or after" they apply to du- 
ration of time and its termination. 

The opinion we have here ad- 
vanced,— namely, that there are two 
distinct species of time, — is not con- 
tradicted by R. Jehudah the son of 
R. Simeon, when he quotes, " And 
it was evening and it was morning 
one day," and says, "Hence it is 
proved, that the order of time was 
primaryj' (Talmud, ibid.) His 
'meaning is neither the Aristotelian, 
that the heavenly bodies are eternal, 
nor that the inconceivable duration 
which preceded [creation is to be 
considered as divided by periodical 
order; but that, according to the 
plain and obvious meaning of Holy 
Writ, no order of time could exist 
before the fourth day, till which the 
heavenly luminaries were uncreated. 
The Rabbi intends to defend the 
apparent inconsistency, and therefore 
says, that with the first day the orb- 
ital' movement commenced; and 
that, in consequence of this move- 
ment, the division and order of time 
called " night and day " arose ; but 
that the various movements of the 
heavenly bodies " serve to fix signs, 
seasons, days, and years.*' (Gen. i 
14.) It accordingly becomes deter- 
mined by the opinion of R. Jehuda 
the son of R. Simeon, that time de- 
termined by the orbital movements 
is called " the order of time " — but 
that this appellation does not extend 
to the uninterrupted duration of 
time, to which no sooner, later, or 
coeval can be applied. But if that 
which we call " time " is, not the 
inconceivable duration, but is simply 
the order of periodical division de- 
termined by the movements of the 
heavenly bodies, in that case the ex- 
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pressions M^p and n*ri!fi, priority 
and eternity are limited to the time 
which preceded creation, and the 
consequent division of time is deter- 
mined hy the movements of the hea- 
venly bodies. And though the 
words \^D1p first, and mifi eternal, 
appear different, yet their real mean- 
ing is actually the same; namely, 
that the Holy One (blessed be He !) 
exists immutably before the com- 
mencement of time, and after its 
termination: And in order to con- 
dense the spirit of these two words, 
we say. He is independent of time. 
We do not decide tne difference of 
opinion between our Rabbies and 
Aristotle : According to the first of 
whom there was an inconceivable 
duration of time previous to the cre- 
ation, from which our order of time 
is derived; whereas, according to 
the latter, (Aristotle,) there is no 
time independent of periodical divi- 
sion ; (His sequitur or conclusion, 
that consequently the heavenly bo- 
dies are eternal, we altogether reject;) 
as in either case the Deity still re- 
mains unalterably independent of 



time. And when the Sacred Scrip- 
tures pronounce the Deity to be " the 
first," they immediately add that he 
is " the last," in order to combine 
the two words priority and' eternity, 
and declare his perfect independence 
of time : As the prophet says, ** Thus 
saith the Lord the King of Israel, 
and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts, 
I am the first, and I am the last, and 
beside me there is no God ; " (Isaiah 
xliv. 6 ;) which denotes that amongst 
all beings in existence there is none 
to whom theVords First and La«^ can 
be applied, save and except to the 
Lord alone : as the commencement 
of all other beings has either been 
preceded by time, or their duration 
is exceeded by time. Their exist- 
ence is therefore merely possible, 
not absolute : whereas His, which is 
independent of time, must be inhe- 
rent, absolute, and unconditional. 
Therefore the prophet further saith, 
"There is no God beside me ; *' there 
is none other whose existence com- 
bines these three essentials, by means 
of which alone he could be the first 
and the last. {To be continued.) 



V. MORALITY OF THE RABBIES. 

DiDl!? D''p1& tl^DW Schmonah Perakim Leramham. 

EIGHT CHAPTERS OF ETHICS. 

BY MAIMONIDES. 
{Continued from page 144.) 



CHAPTER IV. 

' It is a fact well known, that even 
the father of the pious, as well of 
former ages as of latter days, even 
Moses our teacher of blessed memo- 
ry, incurred the Divine reproof: 
** Because ye did not put your trust 
in me, to sanctify me before the eyes 
of the children of Israel, but diso- 
beyed my command at the waters of 
Meribah, where you failed to hallow 
me." (Num. xxi. 12, 24.) His fault con- 
sisted in the sudden deviation from 
the virtuous perfection of meek for- 
bearance, to the opposite extreme of 
overbearing wrath, which led him to 
utter the scornful reproach, ** Hear 
now, ye rebels ! shall we produce 
water for you out of this rock?" 
(Num. xxi. 10.) This departure from 
the path of perfect virtue, which in 
him was that of moderation, justly 
merited the Divine reproof j as wrath 



and scorn from a man like Moses, 
and directed against an entire com- 
munity, was not only unbecoming 
and wrong in itself, but doubly re- 
prehensible, inasmuch as the Deity, 
whose Spirit was known to rest on 
Moses, thereby became, as it were, 
desecrated. The words and the con- 
duct of Moses served for an example 
which all men strove to imitate, be- 
cause tljf y hoped, by following that 
example, to attain eternal as well as 
temporal happiness. But when he 
evinced so pernicious a quality as 
wrath, which can only result from 
moral imperfection, he destroyed the 
salutary influence his example had 
hitherto exercised. The words of 
the reproof, ** Ye disobeyed my com- 
mand," are to be explained as fol- 
lows : Moses was not speaking to a 
silly, unreflecting mob, but to an as- 
sembly of men and women, each of 
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whom was gifted with the power of 
reasoning and penetration in a most 
eminent degree, or, as the Talmudists 
express it, ** the least of whom rank- 
ed with Ezekiel the son of Busi." 
His words and actions, therefore^ 
were submitted to the test of deep 
thought and keen penetration ; and 
when it was seen tnat he suddenly 
departed from his usual forbearance, 
and waxed wroth, the inference was, 
not that he had yielded to an immoral 
aptitude, but that he roust have 
known the Deity was greatly offended 
and wroth at the request for water ; 
whereas such was not actually the 
case : But, on the contrary, the 
Divine command to supply them with 
water did not express any reproof, 
but only said, ** Take the staff, and 
assemble the community.*' 

In entering into this exposition, 
we own that we have digressed from 
the professed purpose of our treatise : 
But, in so doing, we trust we have 
satisfactorily solved the questions 
raised respecting a most difficult pas- 
sage in Holy Writ, which has caused 
manifold opinions and interpreta- 
tions, in order to ascertain what in 
reality was the sin which Moses com- 
mitted on this occasion. Let other 
opinions be compared Avith the one 
we have now adduced, and the truth 
is sure to prevail. 

We now retrace our steps to the 
point from i^hich we digressed, and 
proceed to say, that if man always 
takes care to balance his actions with 
just discrinfination, and devotes his 
constant attention to the observance 
of due moderation, he will attain 
the highest degree of perfection of 
which human nature is capable, 
namely, the approximation towards 
a communion with God and true 
felicity. This is truly the perfect 
degree of Divine adoration to which 
our Rabbles of blessed memory di- 
rected our minds when they said and 
wrote, "He who carefully observes 
his own conduct, and is constantly 
on his guard, becomes dignified by 
seeing the Divine salvation ; as it is 
said in Holy Writ, * To him who 
carefully observes his path, will I 
shew divine salvation.* (Psalm 1. 23.)" 
This observing of his path which the 
Sacred Singer recommends, is that 
due and considerate moderation to 



the enjoining of which we have de- 
voted the present chapter, contain- 
ing all that we deem it needful to 
say on the subject. 

CHAPTER V. 

HOW TO APPLY ALL THE FACULTIES 
OF THE SOUL TOWARDS THE ATTAIN- 
ING OF ONE OBJECT. 

According to the doctrine laid 
down in the preceding chapter, it is 
the duty of man to render all the 
faculties of his soul subordinate to 
his reason. He must constantly 
keep one object present to his mind's 
eye ; and that is, to attain the con- 
templating of the Divine Being and 
perfection, as far as they can be com- 
prehended by mortal man. All his 
undertakings, his deeds, his thoughts, 
nay, his very words, must be calcu- 
lated to promote that great aim, until 
they become purified from every fri- 
volous alloy, that is to say, from every 
tendency to retard or not promote 
that aim. In every corporeal enjoy- 
ment, eating, drinking, or the joys 
of love, whether waking or sleeping, 
active or at rest, his first intention 
must be to preserve bodily health. 
This he does in order that the or- 
gans and instruments of the soul (the 
corporeal parts) may be in a fproper 
condition to acquire wisdom, and to 
arrive at moral and mental perfec- 
tion, as the sole means of attaining 
the great object of his endeavours. 
Accordingly, in all bodily enjoy- 
ments, his attention must not be di- 
rected to the agreeable, but to the 
useful. Though he need not timidly 
avoid or fly from the agreeable, he is 
certainly not to make it a serious 
object of pursuit. There are, however, 
cases when the agreeable becomes 
necessary as a medicine. Thus, for 
instance, he who suffers from loss of 
appetite may indulge in those spices 
and high seasonings by means of 
which food is rendered more palata- 
ble to man. He who is labouring 
under an attack of melancholy may 
have recourse to the melodious har- 
mony of vocal and instrumental 
music, or may visit fine gardens and 
splendid buildings, or mix iu cheer- 
ful society, as means of diverting his 
melancholy moods. But in all such 
cases the intention is to restore the 
healthful state of the body, in order 
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to be in a proper condition to acquire 
wisdom. In the pursuit of gain and 
the acquisition of wealth, his inten 
tion must likewise be, to employ 
that wealth to salutary purposes, 
properly to supply the wants of na- 
ture. All this he does in order that 
he may preserve his existence until 
he may attain to that degree of con- 
templating and comprehending the 
Divine Essence which is vouchsafed 
unto man. As bodily health is thus 
important, — as a means of acquiring 
wisdom, attaining mental and moral 
perfection, and thereby gaining that 
true felicity which results from the 
contemplation of the Deity, — the 
study of the medical science stands 
pre-eminent before others, and must 
not be ranked in the same class with 
the science of architecture, or the 
mechanical art of weaving. That 
science teaches us moderation, and 
how to purify our natural inclina- 
tions, and raise them into means for 
attaining true perfection. 

The man who indulges in high- 
seasoned food merely because its fla- 
vour is pleasing to his palate, and its 
odour delightful to his olfactory 
nerves, — although such indulgence 
may be pernicious to him, may lead 
to serious illness, or even to sudden 
death, — that man ought to rank in 



the same class with the beasts of the 
field, as his conduct is not that of 
man as a reasonable being, but as a 
mere animal, resembling the brutish 
herds. The reasonable man avoids 
what is pernicious, is content with 
the useful, and varies the agreeable 
with that which is less pleasant, as 
the ' occasion requires. Thus his 
conduct is in accordance with the 
dictates of moderation, and the com- 
mands of reason, by which alone 
man is distinguished above all other 
animals. Nor are these our observa- 
tions confined to food alone ; but 
they extend to all other appetites 
which man has in common with 
brutes, and the inordinate indulgence 
of which betokens the animal, not 
the reasonable, man. It is, how- 
ever, possible that man may arrange 
his conduct entirely by the rules of 
utility, without any aim beyond that 
of preserving his bodily health. Such 
an one does not deserve the appella- 
tion of ** virtuous." He only strives 
after the complacency which results 
from corporeal welbeing : 'Another 
strives after the enjoyments which 
the gratification of his appetite af- 
fords : But both equally neglect that 
which is the only true aim worthy of 
man's attention. 

{To he continued.) 



NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

To the Editor of the Hebrew Review. 

"Assuming that philological inquiries, like all others which tend to 
the elucidation of the Holy Scriptures, are directly within the scope of 
your work, I do not hesitate to ask you to give publicity to the following 
question, which I shall be glad to have answered either by yourself or by 
some of your readers. 

"What appears to be the most correct translation of the words QMi^'Tl 'l^i^, 
u 1 Samuel xix. 13 ? 

"In the Septuagint version they are rendered fr^ap rwv cdyup^ * the liver of 
goais;' and Josephus (Antiq. lib. 6, c. 11, f. 4) follows this translation, 
and describes the leaping or palpitation of the goats* livers, hidden by Michal 
in the place of her husband David, as having caused the bed-clothes to 
move, so as to represent the breathing of an asthmatic person. The later 
versions of the Scriptures are, however, directly opposed to such an inter- 
pretation, and understand the words to mean a coverlid or other article 
made of goats^ hair. 

November I2th, 1834. B. E. 

Want of space has prevented us from giving more early publicity to this 
letter. Nor can we now do more than request the attention of. our readers 
to its contents. We will endeavour to satisfy the enquiries of our erudite 
correspondent B. E., if we do not receive an adequate reply from any of the 
learned. 

London '.-.printed by Jamet Nichols, 46, Hoxton-Sqitare. 
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I. SPIRIT OF THE JEWISH RELIGION. 

ril»^D n"**!!: THE COVENANT OF CIRCUMCISION. 

(^Concluded from page 116.) 



No man that lived at a period of 
antiqaity so extremely remote as 
that of Abraham, can boast of an 
historical fame more justly founded, 
or more fully borne out by evidence, 
than this father of the circumcision. 
Not only do the Jews, who are de- 
scended from Isaac his second son, 
preserve a minute and detailed ac- 
count of the principal events of his 
life, and of his constancy and faith ; 
and observe the rite of circumcision 
in precisely the same manner and at 
exactly the same age as he perform- 
ed it on their progenitor Isaac ; but 
the Arabs likewise, who claim de- 
scent from Ishmael the elder son 
of Abraham, observe the same rite 
at the precise period of life when it 
was performed on their progenitor 
Ishmael, namely, at the age of thir- 
teen years. (Genesis xvii. 25.) And 
though want of written records, and 
the uncertainty of tradition, amongst 
nomadic tribes, constantly at war 
with each other, caused the Arabic 
version of Abraham's history to be 
80 greatly distorted, that very few 
traces of its tnie details remain; 
yet the two leading facts of that 
history were never lost sight of. 
And when Mahomet subsequently 
began to introduce his doctrines 
amongst his countrymen, he found 
these two facts, — namely, that Abra- 
ham was a man approved by the 
Deity, who vouchsafed to commune 
with him, and that he had, by Di- 
vine command, established the rite 
of circumcision, — so firmly estab- 
lished and accredited among them, 
(the more firmly, perhaps, because 
it was all that yet remained to them 
of the patriarchal legacy,) that even 



Mahomet thought it best to found 
his own pretensions, and to graft 
his doctrmes, on these generally 
adopted facts. Here, then, we have 
external evidence, (if such were 
wanting,) that the man Abraham 
did, in conformity to the Divine 
command, institute the covenant of 
circumcision, within the pale of 
which he brought his two sons, 
Isaac at the age of eight days, and 
Ishmael at that of thirteen years. 
It was, however, not this last who 
was destined by Divine Providence 
to be the inheritor of the blessing 
bestowed on, and the covenant 
formed with, Abraham : " For in 
Isaac shall seed be called unto 
thee." (Gen. xxi. 12.) And according- 
ly though the descendants of Ishmael 
have preserved the fact, that their 
progenitor was circumcised at the 
age of thirteen years, yet they have 
forgotten and neglected one equally 
important, that the same Divine 
command which directs the institu- 
tion of that covenant, likewise com- 
mands, under a dire penalty, that it 
should be enforced at the early age 
of eight days. Consequently this 
departure from the precise terms of 
the Divine command is a violation 
of the covenant, which with them 
degenerates into a self-instituted 
ceremony. Such is not the case 
with its observance by the Jews. 
Their progenitor Isaac, born subse- 
quent to the Divine command, was 
introduced into the covenant on the 
eighth day of his birth, according to 
the especial direction and condition 
of that command. Such also has 
been the practice of his descendants, 
until the present day. And whilst 
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the rite of circumcision amonf^st the 
Ishmaelites at the age of thirteen 
attests the fact, that they did not 
borrow the ceremony from the Jews, 
(in which case they too would sub- 
mit their children to it on the eighth 
day,) but practise it as handed 
down to them in the example of Ish- 
mael ; the observance of the same rite 
among the Jews attests the fact, 
that Abraham did circumcise his 
son Isaac at the age of eight days ; 
that he did so, in conformity to a 
Divine command previously given; 
and that, consequently, the same 
observance, at the same age, which 
has (we may say uninterruptedly) 
been observed by the descendants 
of Isaac, the Jews, is the sign or 
token of the covenant into which 
the Deity vouchsafed to enter with 
their great ancestor Abraham, to 
whom He deigned to declare, ** It is 
an everlasting covenant that I am 
God unto thee and to thy seed after 
thee." (Genesis xvii. 7.) And when 
we find, that, notwithstanding the in- 
struction of Abraham — to whom 
Deity himself gives the testimony, 
** that he will command his sons 
and his household aftt^r him, that 
they shall observe the path of the 
Lord and do what is right and just," 
(Genesis xviii. 19,) — the descendants 
of Isbmael, although they still kept 
up the ceremony of circumcision, 
entirely lost all trace of that sublime 
instruction and of the true God; 
and fell into gross idolatry, from 
which they have only been reclaimed 
by the forcible introduction of a 
system of faith bearing within itself 
the proof positive, that it is the off- 
spring of human invention. When 
we see this in the Ishmaelites, whilst 
on the other hand we find that the 
descendants of Isaac, the Jews, 
have, amidst all the vicissitudes of 
their unexampled history, still ad- 
hered to the instruction of Abraham 
and the knowledge of the one true 
God ; that though, seduced by the 
evil example of their neighbours, 
and their own passions, they did 
from time to time rebel against the 
Lord their God, and did conmiit the 
heinous sin of idolatry, yet their 
aberrations never were of long dura- 
tion, nor 80 general that the know- 
ledge of the true God became en- 



tirely lost to them. This is proved by 
Holy Writ, when, in the midst of 
the most gross and profound na- 
tional corruption, the complaint of 
the prophet, ** The children of Israel 
have departed from thy covenant," 
is answered with, ** I leave in Israel 
seven thousand ; all the knees that 
have not bent to Baal, each mouth 
that has not adored him." (I Kings 
xix. 18.) When we thus consider, 
that, notwithstanding temptations of 
all kinds, manifold errors and de- 
partures from "the path of the 
Lord," yet the Jews always returned 
repenting, and continued to adhere 
to the precepts which Abraham had 
commanded to his sons and to his 
household after him ; — when we 
consider this, who shall presume to 
gainsay the truth of Holy Writ, or to 
assert that the Divine prediction, 
** That in Isaac (alone) shall seed 
be called unto thee," is not literally 
fulfilled in ihem ? And when, more- 
over, we consider, that, after a lapse 
of thirty-five centuries, the same ob- 
servance which Abraham instituted, 
the same indelible seal which he 
imprinted on his sons, is still in 
force, is still practised by Israelites, 
at precisely the same time and with 
precisely the same intention, as it 
was by him, namely, on the eighth 
day after the birth of every male 
child, and, in order to introduce that 
child into the covenant of his God ; 
— when this is taken into considera- 
tion, who shall presume to assert, 
that the prediction, ** I will erect my 
covenant between me and thee, ana 
thy seed after thee to their genera- 
tions, as an everlasting covenant," 
(Genesis xvii. 7,) is not also fulfilled 
to the letter ? Who will deny that 
as its truth has stood the test of 
thirty, five centuries, so will it, in 
those who emphatically are called 
'* thy seed," continue to be verified 
as an everlasting covenant, even 
unto the end of time? And when 
we find, that predictions made at a 
time so remote that no trace or ves- 
tige of its history remains, except 
what is preserved in the sacred 
records of the Jews, — that these 
predictions are accomplished in the 
most perfect and literal manner; 
that enactments, the perpetuity of 
which no human foresight could de- 
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cide, no human legislation enforce, 
are obeyed not by a few, but by an 
entire nation ; not in one place only, 
but in every clime throughout the 
earth ; and that all this is so because 
it is predicted it should be; — who 
will presume to controvert or im- 
pugn the authority of the records in 
which these wonderful predictions 
are contained ? who is there so arro- 
gant but that, with the humbled 
Nebuchadnezzar, he will own that 
''honour and praise appertain to 



the King of the heavens^ whose 
works are true and whose paths are 
righteous." In this sense we say, 
the covenant of the circumcision is an 
ni«, or ** sign," to all the nations 
of the earth, who, by it and from 
it, learn the truth of Divine Revela- 
tion, " that they may know from the 
east where the sun rises unto the 
west where the sun sets, that there 
is none beside Him, that He is 
the Lord, and that there is none 
other." 



II. CRITICAL EXAMINATION OF RABBINICAL WRITERS. 



THE TALMUD. — NO. III. 



(Continued from page 154.^ 
PREFACE TO THE TALMUDIC TREATISE, 
BY MAIMONIDES. 



' ZERAIM." 



These five classes are as follow : — 

1. Those expositions transmitted 
from the lips of Moses, the analogy 
of which is found in Scripture and 
can be deduced by means of logical 
reasoning. These are not subject 
to any diversity of opinion. And 
when any one of the Rabbies asserts, 
"This I have received by tradition," 
he is never contradicted. 

2. Decisions which are each called 
•* halachah of Moses from Sinai," 
and which bear no reference to other 
passages of the law, as we have 
already fully explained. Respect- 
ing these, likewise, no difference of 
opinion was ever entertained. 

3. Decisions established by means 
of logical deductions, and respect- 
ing which different opinions did 
prevail ; (as we have already stat- 
ed ;) but the majority decided. On 
such an occasion we find in the Tal- 
mud, (treatise Jabamothy folio 76,) 
the following expression, " If it is a 
decision already established, and 
transmitted to us, we are bound to 
adopt it ; but if this matter is not 
yet finally decided, many objections 
may be urged." Accordingly, what- 
ever difference of opinion prevailed 
was confined to such subjects only 
respecting which tradition had not 
preserved any settled decision ; thus 
we always find, that due care is 
taken in the Talmud to examine 
and preserve the various reasonings 

Y 



on and by which the different opi- 
nions entertained on different sub- 
jects were formed and supported. 
Accordingly it is asked,— (1 .) " What 
is the subject of dispute ?" (2.) Or, 
"What has led to the opinion of 
such a Rabbi?" and,;(3.) "What 
is the real difference resulting from 
their diversity of opinion ?" And ge- 
nerally these questions are very fully 
answered, and it is minutely shown 
what is the subject in dispute, what 
is the cause which has induced any 
one of the contending Rabbies to 
take up the peculiar view he sup- 
ports, and what is the real difference 
resulting from their diversity of opi- 
nions. Should any one, however, be 
of opinion, that the difference between 
them is respecting the precise tra- 
dition, and that one or other must be 
wrong or mistaken in the tradition, 
which has been either incorrectly 
transmitted to him or imperfectly 
learned, or which he has either forgot- 
ten or misunderstood ; and should he 
support that opinion by quoting from 
the Talmud, (treatise Sanhedrin, fo- 
lio 88,) " Since the number increased 
of Hillel's and Shammai's disciples 
who had not completed their studies, 
disputes have arisen in Israel until the 
law appears as two different laws ; " 
whosoever entertains that opinion, 
and avails himself of this quotation 
in support of it, is greatly mistaken, 
and merits unqualified blame ; as he 
2 



Digitized by 



Google 



164 



CRITICAL XZAMINATION OF RABBINICAL WKITRRS. 



must be utterly devoid of sense and 
of a due regard for truth, and mis- 
led by the superficial and limited 
insight he has obtained into the 
writings and meaning of our Rab- 
bies. As for the traditions received 
from Moses, their precise nature 
and meaning never became subjects 
of dispute or varietv of opinion. It 
was only in such subjects which tra- 
dition had not settled, and which 
were to be decided by means of 
reasoning and logical deduction, 
that the difference in human powers 
of reasoning produced a variety of 
views and opinions. 

Such are the disputes between the 
schools of Shammai and Hillel : 
Not that they in any case differed in 
opinion respecting any tradition ; 
but, in cases where the decision was 
to be formed by themselves and on 
the strength of logical deductions, 
they entertained different views. 
The quotation which we gave from 
the Talmud, {Sanhedrin, folio 88,) 
respecting the disciples of Shammai, 
who had not completed their studies 
and caused manifold disputes in 
Israel, may be explained when we 
say : Two men possessing equal 
talents and powers of reasoning and 
of perception, and the same perfect 
acquaintance with the principles of 
the subject that occupies their atten- 
tion, are not likely generally to dif- 
fer in opinion ; and subjects of dis- 
pute between them cannot be fre- 
quent. Accordingly we find that 
Hillel and Shaminai seldom differ, 
because the equality of their talents 
and knowledge led them, in most 
cases, to adopt the same views; 
whereas their disciples, — whose 
numbers were great, and whose re- 
spective powers of reasoning, ta- 
lents, and knowledge varied, — 
could not approximate, as their 
teachers had done, whenever any 
subject was to be decided by means 
of logical deduction ; and the inevi- 
table consequences were, difference 
of opinion, and frequent disputes. 
But whosoever accuses them, when 
they advance opinions diametrically 
opposite, that either the one party 
or the other asserted what was con- 
trary to the word of God, commits 
an act of great injustice; inasmuch 
as their disputes never extended to 



the traditions derived from Moses 
and Sinai, but onlv to such subjects 
as, according to tne revealed will of 
God, were left to the decisions of 
human reasoning in conformity to 
the command, "Thou shalt come 
before the priests the Levites, and 
the judge who shall be in those 
days." (Deut. xvii. 9) And as the 
decision was thus left to them* 
they did no more than their duty 
when every one advanced that opinion 
which, according to the best of his 
judgment, appeared correct ; nor do 
we ever fina that their differences 
interfered with the traditions re- 
ceived; or that any one of them 
supported his reasoning by the au- 
thority of a tradition which his oppo- 
nents refused to acknowledge. This 
explanation every one who is inti- 
mately acquainted with their writ- 
ings must approve as correct ; whilst 
at the same time it is most import- 
ant and precious to every observer 
of the law and of its principles. 

4. Those ordinances wnich the 
prophets and sages of every respec- 
tive age enacted as a IDinb i J*D, *' a 
fence or circumvallation to the law,** 
were appointed in order that the es- 
sentials of the law should not be 
violated. But these enactments 
were not the off'spring of arbitrary 
decisions or absolute will, but were 
called forth according to the neces- 
sities of the times, ' and in accord- 
ance with the Divine command : 
^niDtl^D n« tDD^Dtin, *' Ye shall 
guard my observances ; " (Leviticus 
xviii. 30 ;) which tradition explains 
by saying, ** Ye must set a watch 
over "TliatirD, my guardianship or 
observances." * Whatever was en- 
acted for this purpose, our sages call 
tVilU " ordinances." These some- 
times became subjects of disputation 
as one sage might deem it needful 
to enact that of which another sage 
did not see the necessity or approve ; 
as we frequently find that such a 
Rabbi proposed a certain ordinance, 
and stated his reasons for so doing ; 
which, however, were not approved 

• Hebraists will perceive that the verb 
DDIDtt)! " Ye shall guard, " and the sub- 
stantive ^JT^DCD, which we render " my 
observance," are both derived from the ra- 
dix "TQHJ '< to watch or guard." — Editor. 
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of by another Rabbi, who therefore 
declined giving force to the ordi- 
nance. As an instance we mention : 
Dressing or cooking the flesh of 
birds in milk is not forbidden in 
the law, which merely prohibits the 
flesh o'f beasts and of game to be 
cooked in milk. The Rabbies, in 
order to prevent any possible or ac- 
cidental infringement of the law, in- 
cluded the flesh of birds in the pro- 
hibition. But all the Rabbles did 
not agree to this extension : Some 
of them permitted the eating of 
birds dressed in milk ; as, for in- 
stance, R. Jose, who, with the inha- 
bitants of his city, continued to eat 
the flesh of birds so dressed, as is 
detailed in the Talmud, treatise 
Sabbath, folio 130. But whenever 
such an ordinance is generally 
adopted, it is no longer lawful to 
resist or refuse obedience thereto : 
So that even a prophet would not 
presume to gainsay or invalidate an 
ordinance generally adopted by all 
Israel ,* as it is said in the Talmud : 
"Even Elijah himself would not pre- 
sume to gainsay or recall any one of 
the eighteen ordinances agreed upon 
by Shammai and Hillel, because 
these ordinances have been univer- 
sally adopted by all Israel.*' 

6. Those decisions which rest on 
logical reasoning, and ireceived con- 
ventions respecting the laws of pro- 
perty, are by no means to be consi- 
dered as adding to or taking from 
the laws of Moses. In the same 
class are to be comprised those 
tD^^iiliDI nupn, ** regulations and 
customs " laid down and adopted for 
the general good of the common- 
weal. The spirit of our religion pro- 
hibits us from violating any of these 
ordinances and enactments ; as king 
Solomon says, ** He that breaks 
down a fence will be bitten by a ser- 
pent." (Eccl. X. 8.) Such ordinances 
and enactments are manifold, and are 
all enumerated in the Mishna and in 
the Gemarah. Many ofthem are de- 
rived from Moses himself; many, 
from the later prophets. Some are or- 
dained by one sage only ; others, by 
numerous sages. (Fiirfc Talmud, trea- 
tise Megilah, folio 4 ; Berochoth, fo- 
lio 48 ; Beza, folio 5 ; Gittin, folio 
34 ; Kethuboth, folio 49 J 

Accordingly the laws enumerated 



in the Mishna all come under one of 
these five classes : namely. Some of 
them are expositions of the law 
handed down by uninterrupted tra- 
dition from the days of Moses, and 
either bear a reference to the words 
of the written law, or can be logi- 
cally deduced therefrom. Others 
are halachoth of Moses from Sinai. 
Others are founded on reasoning 
and logical deductions, and have 
been subject to various opinions. 
Others are ordinances for the better 
observance of the law : And, lastly, 
some are enactments, regulations, 
and [customs for the 'protection of 
property, and the general good . of 
the commonweal. Wherever dif- 
ference of opinion prevailed at the 
time of their enactment, such dif- 
ference is stated, together with the 
causes that led thereto, and the va- 
rious reasonings adduced in support 
of the respective opinions. The 
reason why all the arguments used 
and the opinions adduced on each 
occasion are thus minutely detailed, 
in preference to briefly setting forth 
the decision without any mention of 
the causes that led to its adoption, is 
most wise and salutary: Forbad 
the fullest light not been thrown on 
the arguments upon which every de- 
cision is founded, it is possible that 
some one, — who might hear that a 
certain Rabbi had upheld the exten- 
sion of any particular prohibition 
which to this hearer appears just 
and proper, would in consequence be 
induced to adopt[that opinion, and act 
conformably, and thus cause others, 
who might depend upon his well- 
known and scrupulous exactness in 
observing the law, to follow his ex- 
ample, or to call in question the per- 
mission accorded by the Mishna ; 
the result of which would be dis- 
putes, wrangling, and sectarianism. 
To prevent this, we are put in pos- 
session of every argument used : So 
that, should any one adhere to the 
opinion of any particular Rabbi, 
which at the time was overruled, we 
know what that opinion was, and by 
what reasoning it was supported; 
and can answer him who scrupu- 
lously wishes to extend a prohibition : 
*' It is true the opinion you maintain 
was at the time advanced by such a 
Rabbi; but he was overruled by others 
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whose opinions rested on such par- 
ticular reasoning, and whose decision 
has been generally adopted." The 
reason why a solitary opinion, ad- 
vanced in opposition to those of 
many, is recorded, likewise has a 
useful and salutary purpose ; show- 
ing the deference and attention af- 
forded to each individual, and also 
that, when the solitary opinion 
proved to be best-supported by rea- 
soning and logical deduction, the 
decision did not perversely insist on 
numerical superiority ; but, yielding 
to the voice of (truth and of convic- 
tion, adopted the solitary opinion 
in preference to that of the many. 

Again : When we are told, that 
such a Rabbi at any particular time 
entertained a certain opinion, which 
subsequently he renounced, and 
adopted that of another ; as it is re- 
coraed in the Talmud, the School 
of Shammai maintained a certain 
opinion, which the school of Hillel 
opposed ; but, in the course of ar- 
gument, the latter gave up their own 
opinion and embraced that of their 
opponents: When this is recorded, 
it is to acquaint us with their love of 



truth, and the force of justice and 
of faith, as examples fit for our [imi- 
tation. When we see that these ho- 
nourable, pious, and meek men, per- 
fect in wisdom and great in talent, 
did not hesitate, although they had 
advanced their opinion, to yield to 
the conviction produced by the more 
powerful reasoning of their oppo- 
nents, and were not ashamed pub- 
licly to own that they had been in 
the wrong ; it is our duty likewise 
to yield to the force of truth and 
conviction, and not obstinately and 
perversely to maintain an ."opinion 
which we have once advanced, when 
we become convinced of its incor- 
rectness ; as it is written, " Justice, 
justice shall be thy pursuit." ^(Deut. 
xvi. 20.) And accordingly our Rab- 
bies say, (treatise Abotk, chapter v,) 
"Acknowledge the truth." Their 
meaning is : ** Although thou mayest 
be able by the aid of dialectics to de- 
fend thy opinion, and even to mis- 
lead others into siding with thee; 
yet if thou art convinced that thy 
opinion is incorrect, yield to thy 
opponent and confess the truth." 



(To be continued.) 



III. METAPHYSICS AND PHILOSOPHY OF THE RABBIES. 

Sepher Ikkarim : " book of principlbs : " by r. josepu albo. 
(Continued from page 1 54. j 



CHAPTER XIX. 

The proofs which we have thus 
furnished of the fact that the Deity 
is independent of time, likewise de- 
monstrate that all the qualities which 
are attributed to him, be they nega- 
tive or positive, must, like timself, 
be eternal and infinite ; as it is im- 
possible there should be in him any 
quality or attribute which he did not 
always possess, but which arose 
within him at anv time : As, in that 
case, He^Cblessed be He !) would be 
a composite of that which is primary 
and that which is subsequent ; con- 
sequently he would not be eternally 
immutable. It is equally impossible 
that he should at any time be differ- 
ent from what he always is, so as 
either to acquire or to cease possess- 
ing any quality or attribute whatever : 
As, in that case, he would become 



liable to change or variation; and 
every variation presupposes some re- 
volution and transition from germ 
into developement, which is caused 
by the progression of time and its 
advance unto the period when this 
transition is to be effected. Ac- 
cordingly, were such variation pos- 
sible in him, he would be dependent 
on time ; and as there would thus 
be in him a something which 
was not previously, and consequent- 
ly had a commencement, he would 
no longer be Absolute Infinity. It is 
therefore proved beyond all doubt, 
that he is not subject to any muta- 
tion or alteration whatsoever; and 
that, in this respect likewise, he is 
distinguished from all other beings, 
as every thing external to him is sub- 
ject to the mutation caused by the 
progress of time. For even the se- 
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parate intelligencies — although not 
composed of opposite materials, 
(which alone form the cause of all 
mutation,) and consequently not ex- 
posed to any alteration — are never- 
theless subject to the change wrought 
by the advance of time ; inasmuch 
as even the first of created intelli- 
gences, as a necessary consequence 
of his being created, was in the days 
of Abraham aged two thousand years, 
and in our days his age is advanced 
by some three thousand years more. 
In like manner whatever exists has 
at present attained a period of dura- 
tion more advanced than it had in 
the days of David; consequently 
whatever is created is subject to the 
progress of time. Whereas the Holy 
One (blessed be Ha !) is eternally 
immutable. Nor can it^ be said of 
him, that his duration is at present 
more advanced than in the days of 
David or at the time of the creation ; 
as his duration is immutably eternal 
without beginning as without end, 
previous to the creation of the world 
and subsequent to its dissolution. 
Consequently the Deity never ad- 
vances in age ; whereas every being 
external to him, — even those of whom 
it cannot be said that they are alter- 
ed or impaired by age, — keeps pace 
in its duration with the advance of 
time, and does therefore grow older. 
Accordingly no* being, save the Holy 
One, (blessed be He !) can say of 
himself, "I am I;" or, "I am 
eternally immutable : *' As it is 
written, " Behold now that I am I, 
and there is no God with me." 
(Deut. xxxii. 39.) And the Prophet 
saith, *' 1 even I am the Lord, and 
beside me there, is no Saviour : " 
(Isaiah xliii. 11 :) Namely, "I alone 
am immutably eternal, and there is 
no other being which is so ; and 
therefore there is neither God nor 
Saviour beside me." 

CHAPTSa XX, 

The first or obvious meaning of 
the word, Vs, "all," or "entire," 
implies the generality or total of any 
subject; as we find, "All beings 
were created by God for his own 
sake ; *' (Prov. xvi. 4 ;) and also, 
" God saw all that he had made, and 
behold it was exceedingly good : " 



(Gen. i. 31 :) Namely, that in the 
generality of beings the good predo- 
minates. It further implies each in- 
dividual of a totality, as, " All the 
souls which proceeded from the 
loins of Jacob were seventy souls ; " 
(Exodus' i. 5 ;) where it applies to 
each individual composing the num- 
ber of seventy. Again : " Abraham 
took Ishmael his son, and all those 
born in his house, and all those pur- 
chased with his money, all the males 
in Abraham's household ;' (Gen. xvii. 
23 ;) where, likewise, the word all 
applies to each individual composing 
those born in his house and bought 
by his wealth, forming together the 
totality of the males in his household. 
On other occasions the word " all " 
implies the major part ; as, for 
instance, " That I may dwell in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my 
life." (Psalm xxiii. 6.) Again : 
" All the community arose." (Num. 
xiv. 1.) Again: "All the commu- 
nity exclaimed, 'Stone them to 
death;*" (Num. xiv. 10;) where 
the meaning is, not every individual 
member of the community, or every 
identical day of the Psalmist's life* 
time; but the greater part, the majority. 
In this sense we find the word used 
on many other occasions. Sometimes 
the word "all." implies a consider- 
able proportion of the whole, though 
such proportion be not the major 
part, as, " The wrath of the Lord is 
against all nations, and his anger 
against all their hosts ; " (Isaiah 
zxxiv. 2 ;) which, however, only ap- 
plies to several nations, not to aU, 
nor yet to the greater number of 
them ; which is proved further on in 
his; prophecy : " There is a sacrifice 
unto the X«ord in Bozrah, and a 
great slaughter in the land of Edom." 
([saiah xxxiv. 6.) Respecting that 
country the^Prophet says, further on, 
" It snail lie waste during endless 
generations, and everlastingly no 
traveller shall pass through." (Isaiah 
xxxiv. 10.) Thus it is likewise said, 
" All the land shall lie waste ;" (Jer. 
iv. 26 ;) cdthough this denunciation 
is limited to Jerusalem only. Again : 
" In. the; fire of his wrath shall the 
whole earth be consumed; for he 
will make a sudden end of all its 
inhabitants ; " (Zeph. i. 18 ;) which, 
however, only applies to the land of 
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Israel and its inhabitants. Some- 
times the word " all " is applied to a 
small portion instead of the whole : 
As, for instance, " And from all the 
lands they came to iVJizraim, to pur- 
chase of Joseph ; " (Gen. xli. 5/ ;) 
the meaning of which is only, that 
some out of the countries bordering 
on Mizraim came there to purchase 
corn : As the words, " There was 
famine in all countries," (ibid.) only 
applies to the neighbouring countries. 
Thus likewise : "All the earth visit- 
ed the presence of Solomon ; " 
(I Kings X. 25 ;) by which is meant 
some few persons from different 
parts of the earth. Again : " All 
nations shall serve him;" (Psalm 
Ixxii. 11;) which is said to Solomon, 
and means that some nations are to 
be subject to his dominion. This 
last application of the word aljl it 
behoves us to use to explain the 
words of the Psalmist, ** That I may 
relate all thy praise ; " (Psalm ix. 
14 ;) which means, not that it is by 
any means possible for man to relate 
all the praise of God, but that he 
may narrate some part of the count- 
less praises due unto the Lord. It 
is the peculiar style of Holy Writ to 
omit the W^DWT] **D the preposition, 
OP, or FROM ; as, for instance : ** Thy 
throne, O God, is everlasting;" 
(Psalm xlv. 7 ;) where the meaning 
is, '* Thy " (David's or the Messiah's) 
throne from God is everlasting," be- 
cause ** the sceptre of righteousness 
is the sceptre of thy kingdom." 
(Ibid.) Again : ** All the wealth of 
his master with [him ; " (Gen. xxiv. 
10;) where the meaning is " o/* all 
the wealth," &c. Again : " He took 
in his hand a present, all the wealth of 
Damascus ; " (2 Kings viii. 9 ;) where 
the meaning likewise is, " of the 
wealth," &c. Again : "He slew 
all the males in Edom ; for six 
months did Joab and all Israel re- 
main there until all the males in 
Edom were cut off;" (I Kings xi. 
15, 16 ;) though subsequently, in the 
days of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, 
we meet with a Kin^ of Edom. 
(2 Kings iii. 90 These mstances will 
show the importance of our defini- 
tion of the word !?!), *' all," or "en- 
tire," and its great usefulness in as- 
sisting us properly to understand the 
language of Holy Writ, particularly 



that of prophecies, both as regards 
the past and the future. 

CHAPTER XXI. 

The result of our preceding re- 
searches convinces us, that it is un- 
avoidably necessary to attribute to 
the Deity manifold qualities, not only 
on account of the effects produced 
by him, and those other proofs which 
we have already demonstrated in the 
eighth chapter of this present divi- 
sion, but, moreover, on account of 
his own essence, blessed be He ! 
All assertions, whether positive or 
negative, serve to distinguish truth 
from falsehood in all matters which 
are either absolutely necessary, ut- 
terly impossible, or merely possible. 
All questions respecting the Deity 
would rest on possibility: As, for 
instance. Is it possible he should 
be wise or unwise, potent or impo- 
tent, benevolent or malevolent ? And 
as it is utterly impossible to assign 
to him want of wisdom, impotence, 
or malevolence, because he is free 
from all imperfection, it becomes 
absolutely necessary to assert that he 
is wise, potent, and benevolent, mer- 
ciful, righteous, true, &c. ; and each 
in a degree as infinite as his own 
being. Thus it becomes absolutely 
necessary to attribute to him all- 
perfection, as it is utterly impossible 
to ascribe to him any imperfection 
whatsoever ; and our doing so is the 
necessary result of his essence, inde- 
pendent of the effects produced by 
him. The proof is : When we say, 
"God liveth;" "He is wise;" we 
know it to be true, not only because 
all life emanates from him, all wisdom 
is bestowed by him ; but he must be 
alive, as he is not dead ; he must be 
wise, as in him there can be no want 
of wisdom; nor need we, in any 
case, have recourse to his wondrous 
works to prove that perfection which 
is essentially inherent in him. And 
as the qualities which constitute all- 
perfection are manifold, knowledge 
being distinct from power, which is 
distinct from life, which again is dis- 
tinct from volition, &c., &c. ; the 
absolute consequence is, that in him 
there must be various and manifold 
attributes. But as we have in our 
tenth chapter proved the impossi- 
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bility of ascribing to bim any attri- 
butes whatever, it behoves us to re- 
concile this apparent contradiction, 
and to solve the difficulty which it 
raises. Accordingly we say. The 
qualities which are attributed to him 
are twofold : The first result, not only 
from his existence, which is inherent> 
absolute, and unconditional, but also 
from his being the Producer of all 
existence : Thence we infer his unity, 
priority, eternity, wisdom, merciful- 
ness, omnipotence, &c. ; all of which 
must necessarily be in him as the 
great First Cause of all being. The 
second are such as we attribute to 
him on the supposition, that those 
qualities which are considered as 
perfection in man must likewise ap- 
pertain to the Deity : As, for instance, 
wealth, which we ascribe to him, be- 
cause the want of it would be an im- 
perfection; likewise the faculties of 
hearing or seeing : Although we 
enjoy these only by means of material 
organs, we nevertheless assign these 
faculties to him, because blindness 
and deafness are imperfections. 
Every attribute or quality that can 
be assigned to man combines within 
itself a double meaning, — namely, 
perfection and imperfection : As, for 
instance, if we say, ** Such an one is 
wise," we in the first place express 
the perfection of the man, that he 
has acquired wisdom; but we also 
impute to him imperfection, inas- 
much as he was under the necessity 
of acquiring it, which acquisition 
consequently is accidental, not in- 
herent, and therefore causes a plu- 
rality in his being. But when any 
quality is attributed to the Holy 
One, (blessed be He !) it does not 
combine any double meaning : As, 
for instance, when we say, "He is 
wise," the words do not convey the 
latent intimation that he at any time 
had to acquire wisdom, and it there- 
fore implies perfection only, free from 
any defect. In man, every perfec- 
tion (wisdom, for instance) must 
have its concomitant defect, inas- 
much as it is the result of many suc- 
cessive causes, which eventually lead 
to the acquisition of wisdom; it is 
therefore a new quality to man, and 
as such superadded to his being : All 
of which, nowever, is not the case 
with the Deity. In like manner. 



when we attribute knowledge to the 
Holy One, (blessed be He !) we do 
not thereby intend to say, that it 
arises 'and is formed in him as it is 
in us ; but that it is inherent in his 
essence, as innate impressions are in 
man; the difference being such as 
arises from his being infinite perfec- 
tion, whereas man is finite and neces- 
sarily imperfect. When we assign 
to him wisdom, our intention is to 
express all-perfect wisdom ; which, 
however, we cannot comprehend, as 
human wisdom, with all its defects, 
must ever remain the standard of our 
conceptions ; and therefore it is that 
we cannot fully conceive or under- 
stand that which we attribute to him. 
Such, likewise, is our intention when 
we speak of his power, his mercy, 
his righteousness, and other perfec- 
tions ; and hence it is that we are jus- 
tified in attributing to the Deity 
qualities of the second order, which 
we enumerated above; and even 
those which in us are generated by 
material organs, such as sight, hear- 
ing, or smelling, which are corporeal 
faculties resulting from the senses : 
As it said, "And God smelled the 
agreeable odour.*' (Gen. viii. 21.) 
But in using this expression it can- 
not be the intention of Holy Writ to 
impute to him corporeal sensations, 
or any material admixture, and, least 
of all,I that he enjoyed the odour, 
as man does the fragrance of any 
agreeable perfume. Holy Writ uses 
these words, thereby to express the 
benevolent acceptance of that sacri- 
fice which was offered to the Lord of 
all with due humility, gratitude, and 
contrition. Accordingly the Prophet 
says, "I spoke not to your fathers, 
and gave them no commands, on the 
day when I led them forth out of 
Egypt, respecting burnt offerings and 
sacrifices : But this is what I com- 
manded them and said. Be obedient 
to my voice." (Jer. vii. 22, 23.) The 
Prophet here certainly does not intend 
to say, that offerings were not insti- 
tuted by Divine command, but that 
the intention, which alone could ren- 
der any sacrifice acceptable, is con- 
trition, humility, and cheerful obedi- 
ence to the command of God ; and 
not by any means that the Deity has 
or can have any corporeal enjoyment 
from sacrifices, which God forbid 
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that any one should assert. The 
Psalmist likewise says, " Do I eat the 
flesh of bulls, or drink the blood of 
goats? Offer gratitude unto God, 
acquit thy vows towards the Most 
High. Implore me in thv day of 
need. I will save thee; tnen shalt 
thou render honourunto me." (Psalm 
1. 13 — 15.) The intention here is, 
likewise, to impress us with the cer- 
tainty that the real purpose of sacri- 
fices is to prepare and chasten the 
heart, and to excite those feelings of 
gratitude, love, and repentance, 
which must always accompany the 
true worship of God. 

Hence we never assign to the 
Deity taste or feeling, because these 
are perfections and necessary to us, 
only inasmuch as we are corporeal 
and animate beings, to whom they 
impart enjoyment and security. But 
He (blessed be Hb !) cannot stand in 
need of either, as he is free from 
every corporeal or material admix- 
ture. Holy Writ does assign to the 
Deity the faculty of hearing, and of 
sight ; as, '* Let thy ears hear the 
voice of my supplications." (Psalm 
cxxx. 6.) "The eye of the Lord is 
on those that fear him." (Psalm 
xxxiii. 18.) ** The eyes of the Lord 
glance over the whole earth." (Zech. 
iv. 10.) For these, according to 
common opinion, are immaterial per- 
fections ; and as these only are attri- 
buted to him, whilst taste and feeling 
are never so assigned, it proves that 
all qualities which are ascribed to 
him are so ascribed as perfections 
only, and without any reference or re- 
lation whatsoeverto their collateral de- 
fects. Moreover, we say, that although 
in us each (quality is separate and 
distinct, yet in him they are all com- 
bined in one. As we acquire them 
successively and not all at once, we 
perceive them separately, in the same 
order in which they arise within us ; 
and as there was a time preceding 
the acquisition, when we did not 
possess them, we conceive that they 



are superadded to our being. But 
as in Him (blessed be Hb !) all quali- 
ties are essential and inherent, it 
behoves us to understand, that in 
him they are all combined in one, 
and not acquired in any way that 
may possibly engender a plursdity in 
his being, which would be an imper- 
fection : Whereas we have already 
demonstrated, that all qualities can 
be attributed to him, only inasmuch 
as they are perfections, and without 
any reference or relation whatever to 
their concomitant imperfections ; 
because He (blessed be Hb I) is free 
from any and every defect. Accord- 
ingly we have said, that the fourth 
branch of the first essential principle 
(namely, ** the perfection of the 
Deity") must be expressed in the 
words, that *'the Holy One is not 
subject to any imperfection, or defi- 
cient in wisdom, wealth, power, and 
similar attributes j" thereby to imply 
that all perfections with him combine 
in one, in such a manner as to form 
no addition or mutation in his es- 
sence : As the Sacred Singer saith : 
** O God, weariness is not in thee ; 
then be not silent, and rest not, O 
God !" (Psalm Ixxxii. 2.) As if he 
declared, " As thy essence and per- 
fection are such that thou art free 
from every defect, and not subject 
to weariness, want of rest, or relaxa- 
tion, thou shouldest not remain silent 
and tranquil at the wrongs which 
evil-doers inflict on the righteous." 
We likewise attribute to tne Deity 
qualities of the first order, which we 
mentioned at the opening of this 
chapter, and which it is necessary 
that we should assign to him as an 
absolute consequence of his being 
free from every imperfection ; such 
as, that he is living, potent, merciful, 
&c. &c. Such is the definition of 
the manner in which attributes may 
be assigned to the Deity, which has 
been laid down and approved by the 
most glorious of our sages, and is 
therefore worthy -of all acceptation, j 



(,To be continued.) 



IV. JERUSALEM AND THE TEMPLE, 

AS THBY WBRB IN THB TIMB OF THB HBR0DIAN8. 



Sbparatbd from the populous 
plains by sterile deserts towards the 



south and west, by a chain of moun- 
tains on the north and east, secluded^ 
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as it were, and apart from all con* 
nexion with the temporal world, on 
a rock in the midst of the land of 
Judea, the old and sacred city of 
Jerusalem raised its lofty head. The 
name still fills every hearer with 
Veneration, and with regret that the 
details of its grandeur have not been 
better preserved. Notwithstanding 
the numerous researches directed 
towards ascertaining its topography, 
the veil which time has spread over 
its former glories can be but partially 
removed ; so that what we now re- 
late is probable rather than certain. 

Jerusalem stood on several hills. 
Mount Zion, on which the upper 
town was erected, occupied the en- 
tire south of its site. North-east 
thereof lay Mount Moriah and the 
temple; north-west, on the hill 
Accra, (as a part of Zion,) stood the 
lower town. North of both these 
the city was enlarged by the new 
town, on the hill Bezetha. Between 
the hills, the windings of a deep 
valley were called the *' vale of the 
cheesemakers.** The upper town 
was encompassed by a high wall, on 
which sixty towers were raised. The 
western part, or the lower town, was 
likewise surrounded by a wall with 
fourteen towers, which adjoined the 
first-mentioned one, and extended to 
the temple. This likewise was en- 
closed by several walls. The third 
wall surrounded the hill Bezetha ; 
but it was never completed. The 
entire circumference of the city was 
thirty-three stadia, or 19,800 feet, 
about three and a half English miles. 
Mount Zion joined the temple by 
means of a stone bridg'e, which lea 
over the deep ravine that separated 
the two hills. Another stone bridge 
and a secret path connected the tem- 
ple, on its northern side, with the 
strong fortress Baris, afterwards call- 
ed Antonia. This path served for 
the security of the rulers. For the 
nation, according to law, assembled 
on the mount of the temple every 
feast-day. How easily could the 
bold multitude become tempted, 
from the lofty and scarcely acces- 
sible site of the temple, to dictate to 
its rulers, and, in case of refusal, to 
compel by force a compliance with 
its wishes ! The rulers, therefore, 
took care to preserve a means of 



access for their armed followers, in 
order to awe and oppose the tumul- 
tuous arrogance of the mob. 

Large and splendid, the high- 
enthroned temple was visible at a 
great distance. Its white marble 
walls — in many places inlaid with 
gold — reflected the blinding rays of 
the sun, and gave to the mountain, 
when the solar light was obscured, 
the appearance as if eternal snow 
rested on its height. Mount Moriah 
had at an early period been devoted 
to the sacred building. There Solo- 
mon erected his temple. Sorobabel 
reneweS it ; and Herod, whose love 
of building exceeded even that of 
Solomon, embellished the splendid 
pile, and enlarged its extent. The 
site of the temple was at first but 
small ; but the increasing number of 
the nation required a larger space. 
Formerly the mount of the temple 
stood isolated, surrounded by deep 
valleys, and only connected with 
Mount Zion on the south, by means 
of a bridge. But in later times 
these valleyd became inhabited, and 
Mount Moriah less isolated. In the 
days of Herod its condition was as 
follows : Four perpendicular walls 
of large hewn stones separated the 
mount from its environs at the equal 
distance of a stadium (six hundred 
feet) on each side. Within, the hol- 
low space between the walls and the 
rock was completely filled up with 
earth. Their height from the valley 
was at first three hundred feet. But 
gradually, and in process of time, 
mounds of earth were raised outside 
the walls, which lessened their ap- 
parent height, although they still 
towered above those outward 
mounds. One ascent in the east, 
one in the north, one in the south, 
and four in the west, led to the sum- 
mit of the walls. This was covered 
by a hall, directly adjoining which 
stood a second. The respective 
width of each was thirty feet. The 
inner one was a piazza, formed by 
double rows of equidistant pillars, 
each twenty-five feet high, and cut 
out of one block of white marble. 
On these rested a flat roof of cedar 
wood. No painting or sculpture in- 
terrupted its simple but uniform 
beauty. Adjoining this piazza was 
an open space, or fore- court, access 
2 
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to which was permitted to all, even 
to Heathens. This court was paved 
with party-coloured stones, in Mo- 
saic. A night of fourteen steps led, 
on three sides of the square, to a 
second open space, which, at the 
width of ten feet, was bounded by a 
wall twenty-five feet high. The way 
to the steps was through narrow rail- 
ings three feet high. Pillars, at 
equal distances, bore tablets with in- 
scriptions in Greek and Latin, which 
cautioned every one who was impure 
or who was not a Jew, against 
ascending, under forfeiture of life. 

The square wall which enclosed 
the inmost space had on the north 
and on the south, respectively, four 
gates, close to each other. The 
eastern side had one gate ; the west- 
ern had none, as it would other- 
wise not have been sufficiently pro- 
tected from the city. Each gate was 
formed by two folding doors, hung 
on pillars, and richly inlaid with 
gold and silver. The height of the 
folding doors was thirty feet, their 
width fifteen feet each, the height 
of the portal forty feet, and within 
the gates the entrance was thirty 
feet wide, to correspond with the 
portal. An ascent of five steps led 
to the northern and southern gates. 
Within, the guard-rooms of the 
Priests and their adjoining refecto- 
ries reached the whole length of the 
walls, from gate to gate. These 
rooms had but one entrance from 
the inner space. In the gates were 
placed benches for the Teachers of 
the law, who there conversed with 
each other, and instructed their dis- 
ciples : Doubtless, several of the 
rooms were used for the same pur- 
pose. The eastern entrance led to 
the court of the women, which, 
according to the accounts yet extant, 
must have been somewhat lower than 
the rest of the court. This space, in 
which females performed their devo- 
tion, occupied the whole eastern side 
of the square, and was thirty feet 
wide : So that^the first gate, on the 
northern and on the southern side, 
likewise led to the women's place by 
means of a descent of five steps. It 
was bounded by a low wall, or rather 
parjtition, to separate the men from 
the women. In this partition, ex- 
actly opposite the eastern gate, stood 



a splendid portal, fifty feet high, with 
folding doors of Corinthian ^ore, 
forty feet high, ornamented and in- 
laid more richly than any of the 
other gates : A covered flight of fif- 
teen steps, — but not higher than the 
five steps which led to the other 
gates, — formed its ascent. This 
gate, like the three remaining ones 
on the northern and the southern 
sides respectively, led into the space 
of the men called ** the Court of the 
Jews." The whole square, including 
the place of the women, was sur- 
rounded by a piazza, or hall of pil- 
lars, similar to that of the outer 
court. The Court of the Jews was 
bounded by a stone partition, rather 
low, but beautifully ornamented, 
which encompassed the temple itself 
at a distance now unknown, and 
parted the Priests from the people. 
Within this partition, directly oppo- 
site the eastern gate, stood th« great 
altar of burnt-offerings, fifteen feet 
high, thirty feet long, and thirty feet 
wide, with a convenient ascent from 
the west. The inner space before 
the temple appertained solely to the 
Priests. The temple itself consisted 
of an ante-room, the holy, the most 
holy, and the treasuries. 

The width of the temple towards 
the east was a hundred feet; the 
length of the whole was likewise a 
hundred feet ; as was the height. 
But the width did not continue 
throughout the whole extent of the 
length ; but after twenty feet in the 
length it became narrower by forty 
feet, (twenty on each side,) so that 
the width of the nave was only sixty 
feet. The principal entrance (which 
probably was the only one) was in 
the centre of the eastern side. An 
ascent of twelve steps led to a splen- 
did portal, without doors, seventy 
feet high, and twenty-five wide, the 
sides of which were most richly in- 
laid with gold. As it always re- 
mained open, the inner wall and 
gate, completely overlaid with gold, 
was visible from without. Over the 
inner gate, a golden vine, with its 
grapes of the size of a full grown 
man, excited the admiration of all 
beholders. The ante-room was fifty 
feet wide, twenty feet long, and 
ninety feet high. A rich tapestry 
concealed the entrance to the holy 



Digitized by 



Google 



MORALITY OF THB RABBIB*. 



173 



Space ; which was not so lofty as the 
ante-room, as at the height of sixty 
feet a rich ceiling separated the upper 
from the nether space. The entry 
was fifty-five feet high, and fifteen 
feet wide. Within the tapestry there 
was a space twenty feet wide, forty 
feet long, and sixty feet high. Here 
stood the candlestick with the seven 
lamps ; the table for the shew-bread, 
and the alter of incense. A second 
tapestry, or veil, divided the interior 
awful place, called " the most holy ;*' 
a space of the same width and height 
as the former, twenty feet long, and 
entirely empty, — the seat of the Deity. 
The use to which the upper space 
was appropriated has not reached 
us; and was probably known only 
to the High Priests. 

The three external sides of the 
nave were joined by a series of small 
rooms, in three floors or compart- 
ments above each other. The en- 



trances were in the ante-room, at 
each side of the inner gate ; and sdl 
these rooms had interior communi- 
cations. Their width throughout 
was twenty feet, as was the height 
of each compartment. In these 
rooms the treasures of the temple 
were deposited. The roof was co- 
vered with heavy gold plates and cor- 
nices, to prevent the birds from soil- 
ing the holy space. 

The whole building was con- 
structed of large white marble blocks ; 
and, when recognised from afar, 
afforded a most splendid prospect, 
such as the imagination of the reader 
cannot easily depict.* 

• From Geschichte der Israeliten sett der 
Zdt der MaccaboBer bis auf Unsre tage : 
C History of the Israelites from [the days 
of the Maccabees mitil the present time.'' 
By I. M. JosT.) 8to. Berlin, 1820. Vol, 
I., page 21. 



(To be continued.) 



V. MORALITY OF THE RABBIES. 

oyoib D^p'lQ MiDtt^ Schmonah Perdkim Lerambam. 

EIGHT CHAPTERS OF ETHICS. 

BY MAIMONIBES, 

(^Continued from page 160.) 



CHAPTER v. 

The true duty of man is, that, 
whatever measures he adopts for the 
care and preservation of his health 
and well-being, his primary intention 
must be, that the organs by means 
of which thejaculties of his soul are 
to act (that is,. the corporeal parts) 
may be in a perifect state ; so that the 
soul may, without being impeded by 
a disorganized body, strive to attain 
moral as well as mental perfection : 
And whatever of wisdom or science 
he mayacquire, which will contribute 
to the attaining of .his great object, 
is certainly a worthy and laudable 
pursuit. But such sciences or arts, 
as arithmetic, sculpture, geometry, 
mechanics, hydraulics, and many 
others of a like kind, which do not 
directly tend to promote the true 
aim of his exertions, roust only be 
studied or practised in order to ma- 
ture the mind, and exercise its pow- 
ers of penetration by investigation of 



causes and effects, until he acquires 
a readiness in logical demonstration 
and deduction, as a means of facilita- 
ting that acquisition which alone is 
worthy of man ; namely, an acquaint- 
ance with the essence and attributes 
of the Most High, blessed be He ! 
Thus in all his undertakings man is 
only to study that which may be con- 
ducive to the true welfare of his soul 
and body, or which tends to obviate 
the disadvantages of either : So that 
he may attain wisdom and true per- 
fection, and contribute to their 
praise and general practice, and to 
the consequent vituperation and 
abandonment of whatever is deroga- 
tory to such perfection. For to ren- 
der vice contemptible, and to depict 
moral imperfections in their native 
deformity, so as to cause others to 
know and to shun them, is alike a 
duty and a virtue ; in proof of which 
Holy Writ tells us : " The deeds of 
the land of Mizraim in which ye did 
dwell, ye shall not imitate;" (Lev 
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xviii. 3 ;) thus pointing ont to us the 
evil example which we are to shun. 
With the same intention the Sacred 
Scriptures acquaint us with the fate 
of Sodom, and many other criminal 
examples, in order that we may know, 
avoid, and detest them. Thus Holy 
Writ holds up evil deeds to merited 
reproach, and good deeds as deserv- 
ing our praise and admiration, in or- 
der that man may avoid the former 
and attach himself to the latter only. 

The man who thus devotes all his 
undertakings to the salutary purpose 
of promoting the real welfare of his 
soul, will doubtless not fail to desist 
from, and leave undone, many a deed 
which he sees in others. As this his 
principal aim assuredly has no con- 
nexion with idle luxury, and will not 
excite him to indulge in costly orna- 
ments or gaudy habiliments ; (except 
indeed his morbid state of mind may 
find some relief |in these objects, in 
which case they become instrumental 
to the restoration of his soul's health, 
— the only condition in which he can 
acouire true wisdom;) hence our 
Rabbies of blessed memory say, " It 
is becoming that a sage should have 
a pleasant dwelling, an agreeable 
wife, and domestic comfort : " For 
continued research wearies the mind ; 
and it therefore is a relaxation to be 
surrounded by that which is pleasant, 
agreeable, and comfortable. Accord- 
ingly it is related that when the Rab- 
bies became exhausted through in- 
tense application and deep research, 
they used pleasant and witty conver- 
sation as a mean of recruiting their 
mental powers. Therefore it is some- 
times excusable, if man enjoys him- 
self with that which gladdens the 
eye, and serves as a relaxation to the 
wearied mind. 

To live in such a manner that |all 
man's thoughts and all his deeds be 
directed but to one object, the pro- 
moting of the eternal welfare of his 
soul, is a most high degree of moral 
perfection, which but few are able 
to attain. And even these few must 
continually persevere in the path of 
virtue, and practise its precepts for 
a length of time. ^But the reward 
is commensurate with his efforts : as 
he who thus devotes all the powers 
of mind and body to virtuous 
purposes, and renders them sub- 



servient to the eternal welfare 
of his soul, approximates to the 
rank of a prophet; that is to say, 
is in the full possession of all the 
faculties of his soul, and accordingly 
directs all his efforts to contemplate 
the Deitv and his attributes. This 
is his object in every word and 
deed. This, and what tends to pro- 
mote its attainment, are the aim and 
the end of his existence. This is 
what the Holy One (blessed be He !) 
requires of us ; and therefore He 
tells us, *' Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and 
all thy soul, and all thy means." 
(Dent. vi. 5.) The meaning is. All 
thy faculties, all thy desires, thy will 
and efforts are all to be directed to 
one purpose, — to know and to love 
the Lord thy God. Thus likewise the 
inspired writer encourages us, when 
he says, " In all thy ways know 
him." (Prov. iii. 6.) Whatever thou, 
doest, let the knowledge of Him 
still be thy aim. This supreme per- 
fection, to describe which so many 
writers have exhausted the powers 
of language, has been depicted by 
our Rabbies of blessed memory in 
words, few, concise, but so expres- 
sive, that it evidently proves they 
wrote under the immediate influence 
of the Godhead. ** Let all thy deeds 
be done on account of the Supreme 
Being," is their sublime aphorism. 

CHAPTER VI. 
THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN HIMT 
WHO IS TRULY PIOUS VROM IN- 
NATE INCLINATION, AND HIM 
WHO, AFTER ARDENT STRUGGLES, 
SUBDUES HIS PASSIONS AND PUR- 
SUES THE PATH OF VIRTUE. 

It has been maintained by philo- 
sophers,] that he who subdues his 
passions and acts virtuously, does so 
from constraint practised by himself 
on himself; as the evil inclinations, 
though compelled to yield to his 
firmness of purpose, yet remain la- 
tent within him : So that he still re- 
mains exposed to the promptings 
and temptations of his appetites, de- 
sires, and passions, which he is con- 
tinually forced to combat and subju- 
gate. Therefore, although he is 
just and virtuous, yet he suffers in- 
wardly from constant agitation of 
mind and renewed irritation. But 
he that is truly pious acts virtuously ' 
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witliout effort^ and from inward in- 
clination without struggle. All 
philosophers unanimously agree, 
that the latter is more perfect, and 
superior to him who is forced to con- 
strain his inclinations ; and although 
he too must in many respects be 
considered as pious and virtuous, 
yet as evil desires still ,lurk within 
and tempt him, he cannot be placed 
on an equality with him whose incli- 
nations are all pure and holy. For 
although he does no evil, and over- 
comes his desires, nevertheless the 
desire itself is a moral imperfection. 
The royal philosopher, Solomon, 
seems to have entertained a 8ingu,ar 
opinion when he says, " The soul 
of the wicked desireth evil." (Prov. 
xxi. 10.) And he says again in Pro- 
verbs : ** It is bliss to the righteous 
to do justice ; but a torment to the 
evil-doer." The meaning is, that the 
truly pious does right joyfully and 
without effort : (whereas the evil- 
doer is tormented by his inward 
struggles when required to act 
justly ;) and that, consequently, he 
who does right only from painful 
effort and] constrained subjugation 
of his natural inclinations, can- 
not be considered as good or 
truly pious. But when we consult 
our Rabbies on this subject, their 
maxims appear directly opposed to 
the philosophical opinion we men- 
tioned above. As they maintain that 
he, — ^who is most strongly urged by 
his passions, but does not overcome 
themj and sinneth not, — he is far 
superior to him who never was 
tempted, and does not suffer io- 
wardly from successful resistance 
to his evil desires. Furthermore, 
they assert, that the higher the de- 
gree of perfection is which a man 
has attained, the more violent are 
the temptations to which he is ex- 
posed, the more urgent the voice of 
his passions ; and that consequently 
the efforts of resistance increase in 
painfulness. This they express by 
saying, ** Whosoever is greater than 
his neighbour is likewise exposed to 
greater temptation.'* The reward 
of him who overcomes his evil in- 
clinations is commensurate with the 
pains of resistance : Or, in their 
own words, "According to the 
pains endured is the reward." Thus 



R. Simeon the son of Gamaliel sayi, 
" Man is not to say, ' I loathe such 
food, I detest enjoyments which are 
forbidden;' — but he should say, *I 
might like all these things, but I 
must not, as my Father in heaven 
forbids it.' " 

A superficial observer might be 
induced to think, that this opinion 
of the Rabbies and the before-men- 
tioned one of the philosophers are 
contradictory; whereas in reality 
there is no contradiction between 
them. For when the philosophers 
assert, that it is an evil to harbour 
evil desires and inclinations, al- 
though these are successfully resist- 
ed ; and that he who is thus beset is 
inferior in degree of goodness and 
piety; they mean desires leading 
to such actions, which all mankind 
unite in condemning; as, blood- 
shed, theft, robbery, fraud, causeless 
injury, ingratitude, contempt of pa- 
rents, and the like. These vices are 
such that our Rabbies have said, 
"Were these not actually prohibited 
in the law, they ought to nave been 
added to the law." And some of 
the modern rhetoricians, who are 
infected with the mania of sophistry, 
call the prohibition of such crimes, 
"the dictates of reason." There 
can be no doubt, that a soul which 
nourishes the desire of committing 
such heinous crimes must be dis- 
tempered and imperfect ; as a purer 
soul, in its healthful state, would not 
entertain any desire or wish for such 
foul misdeeds, and cannot suffer 
through the non- indulgence of such 
inclinations. But when our Rabbies 
say, that he who overcomes his de- 
sire is superior in merit, and more 
greatly rewarded, than he who is 
never tempted ; they speak of such 
transgressions only as are prohibited 
by the law, and which but for the 
law we should not have known to 
be transgressions. Of these they 
assert, tlutt it is most meritorious if 
the natural appetite does prompt 
man to transgress, but respect for 
the law and obedience to its com- 
mands alone restrain him. Weigh 
the wisdom of their opinion by the 
examples which they adduce in its 
support. They do not teach us : 
— " Man must not say, I bathe to 
commit murder, I detest to steal or 
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to lie/' &c. Sec. All the instances the red heifer, the goat sent into the 

which they mention only relate to desert, mixedgarment8,&c. And those 

such offences which, but for the en- which modern rhetoricians call " the 

actments of the law, would not be dictates of reason," our Rabbies 

known or acknowledged as sinful; denominateMIYD "commandments." 
such as forbidden food, or unlawful From aU that has been hitherto 

enjoyments. These enactments are said it becomes easy to distingush 

in the law called in^pn "statutes," those desires, the very presence of 

which, as our Rabbies caution us, which denotes a distempered soul, 

" must not be subjected to ratiocina- and those others, to be tempted by 

tion," are both positive and negative, which is not an evil, although it 

and generally made the subject of is most meritorious to overcome 

infidel cavils : As, for instance, them. 
(To be continuedj 

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
To the Editor qf the Hebrew Review. 

Sir, 

In reply to your correspondent " B. E.," I submit there can be no doubt 
that the words D>t)Ml "l^ii are correctly rendered in the later versions to 
which " B. E." refers; because were the translation, ** the liver of the goats," 
the original would have been DMVH ^1!?, the Hebrew word for liver being 
^^^, and not 1 ^^3. For, whatever the real meaning of the latter word may 
be, I apprehend that throughout the Scriptures it is never made to signify 
" liver." 

For the position I have taken, I refer you, by way of authority, to Ge- 
senius, edited by Gibbs, pages 264 and 265 ; and to M. Joseph's English 
and Hebrew Lexicon, part I. page 172, and part II. page 229. 

Allow me. Sir, as a brother Israelite, to express my approval of your 
undertaking, which I hope and believe will be productive of much good to 
the community for whom it is designed. Nay, more ; every admirer of 
sound philosophy who peruses the pages of your Review will perceive that 
the literature of the Hebrews is of the noblest quality, for it aims to inculcate 
the infinity and goodness of the " great First Cause." 
^ " I am. Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

South^Place, 8th Dec. 1834. S. S. 



Mt dear Sir, 
In No. 10 of your valuable Journal, a correspondent is anxious to know 
the true translation of the words, Dni^Jl "1^3:?, 1 Samuel xix. 13 ; and he 

? notes the Septuaginc and Josephus, who render it " the livers of goats.*' 
t is^ evident, that, either from ignorance, or from a spurious copy before 
them, they read these words, Dn)>n 113, which certainly mean "goats' 
liver : " And hence Josephus trumped up the ridiculous story of " the 
liver of a kid newly killed, which, by its palpitation, is supposed to be the 
body of a sick person," &c. &c. I hardly need say, that our Masoretic 
reading is correct : 1^H« according to the learned Kimchi, signifies " a 
matting or mattress of goats* hair," (D^^i> 1DV i»tt^ 15) and, according to 
his opinion, the cognate words 1 15 D, " net, covering," and nil5, " a seive," 
and some others, derive from the same source. The Syrlac and Vulgate 
express it " goats' skin," the Targum Jonathan renders it »^Ti> 115> 
" a bale " or " seron" made of goats' skin ; which Kimchi explains thus : 
"The hair was placed upwards, and therefore she put it on his head." 
I trust your querist will be satisfied with the above definitions. 
Dec. Sth, 1834. M. J. 
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I. THE MISHNA. 

iy]M D^DD, Meseheth Aboth : ** the ethics or the fathebs." 

WITH COMMENTS BY NAPHTALI HIRTS WESSBLY.* 

Moses obtained the Law at Sinai, and transmitted the same to Joshua; Joahua to the 
Elders ; these to the Prophets ; and the Prophets tt-ansmitted the same to the men of the 
Great Assembly.— (if«*. M- cap^i.l.) 



CoMMENTABY. Moscs obtained the 
Law at Sinai — The account of the 
transmission opens with an expres- 
sion differing from that used in the 
subsequent stages of its progress. 
We are told that Moses obtained; 
not "the Deity transmitted to Moses," 
as the latter did to Joshua. And 
the last phrase is continued through 
seversd generations until Antigonus 
of Socho, when we are again told, 
" He obtained,'* &c. There is a con- 
siderable difference between obtain- 
ing and transmission. The latter 
term denotes something which 
passes from hand to hand, as in the 
Talmud, (Baba Metzia, folio /,) 
«' What is understood by the word 
transmission F The act of a man who 
hands something over to his neigh- 
bour;" which is never done inde- 
pendent of the special intention, on 
the part of him who transmits, that 
it shall go into certain hands only. 
The word obtain denotes a receiving 
which does not imply any intention, 
on the part of the donor, to give ex- 
clusively to him who receives : As, 
for instance, a man throws down 
something which he does not intend 
for any one in particular. Another 
finds it, and takes it up. He has con- 
sequently obtained it, although it has 
not been transmitted or handed to 
him. Such are the gradations ob- 
. served in the transmission of the 
Law from generation to generation. 
When the Deity appeared on Mount 
• mb r, Join Lebanon, Commentary 
on the Treatise Aboth, Berlin, 1774-6, 
(5536,) foUo. 

2 



Sinai, he- commanded Moses and 
said, *' Assemble the people, and I 
will cause them to hear my words/' 
(Deut. iv. 10.) His will was to im- 
part his law to the whole nation ; for 
He (blessed be He !) is not envious 
or sparing of his grace : And had 
the whole nation been possessed of 
firmness of mind sufficient for re- 
ceiving the Law, it would have been 
bestowed on them directly. But 
they could not support the Divine 
presence, and refused to receive the 
immediate communication, and ex- 
claimed, "If we continue to hear 
the Lord, we shall die." (Deut. v. 
25.) " Do thou approach and hear 
all which the Lord our God will say." 
(ib. 27.) Such again was the case, 
likewise, after the men of the Great 
Assembly who publicly taught the 
Law to all ; but only one out of all 
(Antigonus of Socho) was fortunate 
enough to obtain and retain the Law, 
as Moses was so fortunate, among 
all the Israelites, to obtain and re- 
tain the Law communicated to all 
Israel. For the Law was not be- 
stowed on Moses exclusively; and 
though it was well known to the 
Deity that all Israel (with the sole 
exception of Moses) were incapable 
of receiving his direct communica- 
tions, he nevertheless evinced to 
them the kindness he entertains for 
all his creatures, and his desire that 
they should all become partakers of 
his bounty, and the bliss of his di- 
rect communication, provided their 
merits and firmness of mind rendered 
them capable of that communication. 
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For such are the w^ays of the Deity. 
He sends Prophets to exhort men to 
repent and amend their evil prac- 
tices, in order that they may avoid 
the punishment of the wrath to 
come ; although he knows that these 
exhortations will remain ineffectual, 
and that men will not incline their 
hearts to sincere repentance and de- 
sist from their evil ways. For the 
Lord is righteous in all his works ; 
and therefore places the incentives to 
repentance and amelioration within 
the reach of sinful man. Thus Moses 
obtained the Law, although not es- 
pecially destined for him ; but he 
transmitted it to Joshua, because 
Joshua had alone been appointed, 
from amongst all Israel, as capable 
to succeed him, and to receive that 
Law which Moses handed over to 
him. For Joshua was known to 
Moses to possess a great and firm 
mind ; as it is said, " Take unto thee 
Joshua, the son of Nun, a man with- 
in whom there is Spirit." (Num. 
xxvii. 18.) *' And Joshua, the son 
of Nun, was full of the Spirit of wis- 
dom ; for Moses had laid his hands 
on him." (Deut. xxxiv. 19.) Not 
that he was full of the Spirit of wis- 
dom because Moses laid his hands 
on him ; but Moses did so by the 
Divine command, because Joshua 
was full of the Spirit of wisdom, and 
was the only one amongst all Israel 
who, in so eminent a degree, was 
imbued with that Spirit. Thus 
the transmission continued from 
Joshua downwards unto the men 
of the Great Assembly; as the 
Israelites till then had in no age been 
deficient of Prophets, or men gifted 
with the Holy Spirit. The Law was, 
therefore, regularly transmitted or 
handed over by one of thej^e inspired 
men to another, whose distinguished 
capabilities to receive the Law gene- 
rally, and all its minute precepts, were 
known and approved. But after the 
men of the Great Assembly, — Hag- 
gai, Zachariah, Malachi, Daniel, and 
their associates, — the Spirit of pro- 
phecy depai ted from Israel. None 
stooa forth pre-eminent above his 
fellows, as sufiSciently distinguished 
and quahfied to have the Law trans- 
mitted to him. They, therefore, 
were constrained to open a school, 
and publicly to teach to all, without 



knowing which of their pupils would 
be so fortunate as to profit most by, 
and best to retain, their instructions : 
therefore the phrase thenceforward 
used is again, ** They obtained" and 
no longer, " It was transmitted to 
them." 

At Sinai — In the Torath Cohanim, 
(chap, ii.,) we read, ** R. Jose, the 
G^lilaean, saith. The Law was com- 
municated to Moses in three places ; 
1. In Egypt. 2. At Mount Sinai. 3. In 
the tabernacle of the congregation." 
The question, then, arises. Why did 
our instructor,* when he composed 
the Mishna, mention but one of these 
places ? and why was he silent re- 
specting the other two? It cannot 
be asserted that the whole of the 
Law was communicated at Sinai, and 
merely repeated in the tabernacle ;.a8 
we find that the command concerning 
the Paschal ofifering of the second 
month was given in the tent : as 
Moses uses the word, ** Stay ye here, 
and I will ascertain what the Lord will 
command concerning you." (Num. 
ix. 8.) Such is likewise the ease with 
the law of inheritance, where it is 
said, **And Moses snbmitttd their 
claim to the Lord ;" (Num. xxvii. 5;> 
which proves that this law had not 
been imparted to Moses till then^ 
forty years later than the revelation 
of Mount Sinai. Another question 
which arises is, Why does our teach- 
er, say *• Moses obtained the law 
at Sinai?" why does he not say, . 
** from the Holy One ? (blessed be 
He !) '* The answers are : He does 
not here wish to teach us, that 
the law was communicated in three 
places, as this is a fact evident 
from the narrative of Holy Writ, 
that the Law was so communicated 
and subsequently repeated in the 
plains of Moab. The Torath Coha- 
nim only mentions this fact for the 
purpose of impressing on us, that 
the Divine communication was di- 
rectly addressed to Moses alone. 
But the intention k to convince us 
of the perfect truth of the tradition, 
and that Moses our master (peace be 
with him !) was actually the man to^ 
whom these laws were imparted by the 
Deity ; as the great events which oc 
curred at Sinai made known to, and 
• Rabenn Hakadosh, the compiler of the 
Mighna. 
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convinced, all Israel that Moses is truly 
the messenger of God, and that bis 
law is true : as it is written, ** Behold 
1 come to thee in a thick cloud, iii 
order that the people may hear when 
1 speak to thee, and may likewise 
believe in thee for evtr." (Exodus 
xix. 9.) That is, *' Henceforth not 
only the present generation of Israel, 
but all succeeding generations, will 
bielieve in thee for ever ; and be as- 
sured that thou art the true Prophet 
who received the Law, and that there 
is no other Prophet like unto thee." 
Had the Lord not voucTisafed to re- 
veal himself at Sinai unto al Israel, 
and had only communicated the 
Law to Moses in private, as was the 
case in Egypt and in the tabernacle, 
it is possible that some doubts might 
have lurked hi the minds of the peo- 
l»le respecting the truth of the reve- 
lation afforded to Moses. For, the 
establishing a revelation as true re- 
quires the most forcible evidence ; 
and therefore the Deity convinced 
the whole nation of his presence. 
They all heard the voice of the living 
God out of the midst of the fire : As 
it is ^\'Titten, ** This day we have seen 
that God speaketh to man, who yet re- 
mains aUve."(Deut. v. 24.) This proves 
the extreme' astonishment of the Is- 
raelites at this most wonderful fact. 
They likewise became convinced of 
the Divine justice in selecting Moses 
only as the medium of communica- 
tion ; because they saw, that no other 
S^ge or Prophet, save Moses alone, 
possessed strength of mind and firm- 
ness sufficient to support the direct 
communication of the law from the 
Lord. For on this occasion all Israel 
were assembled without any excep- 
tion ; and among them all there was 
not one, beside Moses, whow as capable 
of standing forth in the Divine pre- 
sence. They therefore authorized 
-and deputed Moses when they said 
to him, "Approach thou, and hear 
all that the Lord our God will speak." 
^Deuteronomy v. 27.) If, therefore, 
in after-times, any Prophet had arisen 
who pretended that a Divine revela- 
• tion had been communicated unto him, 
which contained laws from heaven, 
we may know and be convinced that 
the Prophet hath spoken presumptu- 
ously ; not only should this pretended 
law be contrary to that of Moses, but 

2 



likewise if he adds any new law, 
which, he says, is to remain in force 
for ever. For we are convinced by 
the positive evidence of sight and 
hearing, that the Lord spake unto 
Moses ; and ** God is not a man that 
he should lie, or a son of man that 
he should repent." (Num. xxii. 19.") 
We are likewise convinced by the 
fact at Sinai, that, amongst all the 
myriads of Israel, there was no man, 
save and except Moses, [who was 
ca])able of supporting the awful pre- 
sence of the Deity, or able to receive 
the direct communication of the law. 
Therefore, the pretensions of any 
other mortal, that a law was revealed 
to him from heaven, are decidedly 
fictitious, and not entitled to our 
belief. Perhaps the question may 
arise, ** How do we know that all the 
other laws were communicated by the 
Deity, as the Ten Commandments 
only were imparted to all the nation 
by the audible voice and visible pre- 
sence of the Lord at Sinai ? " We 
answer : Before the revelation of 
Mount Sinai, the Lord made known 
from heaven, that Moses is truly hi« 
Messenger, and that the law whkh is 
to be given through him is true. If 
we attentively read the words of 
Holy Writ, we find this our assertion 
fully confirmed. Accordingly we 
quote, " And the voice of the trum- 
pet increased and became exceedingly 
strong: "lai^ JlU^D, Moses will speak ; 
b^p:l liii?^ "m, And the Lord will 
answer him with voice." * (Exodus 
xix. 17, 19.) This was on the third 
day. The passage we have quoted 
is remarkable and diflScult, as subse- 
quently it is written, "And the Lord 
descended Jon Mount Sinai, and the 
Lord called Moses." (Exodus xix. 20.) 
What then did Moses say before the 
Lord descended on Mount Sinai ? 
And what did the Lord answer him? 
What is the meaning of the words, 
^n^\ **he will speak," and 1ii)^> 
** he will answer him," both words 
bt^ing in the future tense ? What is 
the true meaning of, b^pX "with 
voice ? " 

• In the authorized version, and generally 
in translations of the Bible, these words are 
rendered, " Mores s/jo/iCy and the Lord ati- 
swered him with a loud voice." This ren- 
dering, however, is not grammaticaUy cor- 
rect, as our author provev#. 
A 2 
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To remove all the difficulties which 
these questions involve, we say. On 
the third day, before Moses was 
called to ascend the Mount, voices, 
lightnings, and the thick cloud, and 
the exceedingly strong sound of the 
trumpet, were seen and heard. And 
the Sacred Scriptures relate, "The 
voice of the trumpet increased and 
became exceedingly strong : " It was 
consequently heard throughout the 
whole encampment of Israel, who 
were at the foot of the Mount. This 
voice (which they all heard) pro- 
nounced the words: "Moses shall 
speak, and the Lord will answer with 
voice." The meaning is, "Moses 
shall speak to you, and communicate 
my laws, my statutes, and command- 
ments. To him ye shall hearken; 
for I the Lord have appointed him ; 
and whenever he appeals to me I 
will answer him bipn with voice j " 
that is to say, by prophecy, as we 
find"'"innD blprrn« i>DU?>1. "And 
he heard the voice speaking unto vi^W 
him." (Numbers vii. 89.) 

Thus then we perceive that the. 
truth of the mission of Moses, and 
of the laws, statutes, and command- 
ments, which, subsequently to the 
revelation of Mount Sinai, he im- 
parted to the Israelites, were con- 
firmed by the Deity, and rested on 
the same evidence of sight and hear- 
ing of all the nation as the Ten Com- 
mandments which were imparted to 
all Israel at Sinai. Nor is it possible 
that stronger or nSore positive proof 
can be afforded to establish the au- 
thority of any law revealed from hea- 
ven. With this purpose it is that 
our Instructer mentions Sinai only ; 
thereby to recall the publicity of that 
revelation which was afforded to all 
Israel, so as not to leave a shadow of 
doubt respecting the truth and au- 
thority of the law. 

And transmitted the same to Joshua 
—Although Moses taught the law to 
all Israel, he transmitted or handed 
it over to the especial guardianship 
of Joshua only. And though, when 
Israel entered into the promised land, 
Eleazarthe Priest, and Phineas his 
son, were yet alive, nevertheless 
Joshua, by Divine command, was the 
head of the national tribunal, and 
Prophet of the Lord, by whom he 



had been appointed the successor of 
Moses : As it is written, " Take unto 
thee Joshua the son of Nun, a man 
within whom there is spirit : And 
thou shaU lay thy hand upon him." 
(Numbers xxvii. 18.) In being thus 
selected by the Deity, we are certain 
that he alone of Israel was capable to 
undertake the important task of 
becoming the successor of Moses ; 
for God alone penetrates the inmost 
heart of man, and scans his secret 
thoughts. Accordingiy Holy Writ 
gives its evidence to the propriety of 
the selection, and says, " Joshua, 
the son of Nun, was full of the spirit 
of wisdom, for Moses laid his hands 
on him." (Deuteronomy xxxiv. 19.) 
The latter part of the sentence is 
adduced as a proof of the truth 
of the first part. "Joshua was 
full of the spirit of wisdom,^' and 
therefore Moses, by the Divine 
command, rested his hand on him, 
and thei-eby appointed him his suc- 
cessor. 

Joshua to the Elders — These were 
the wise men of his age, who were 
members of the supreme national 
tribunal. As we find, "And Israel 
served the Lord during all the days 
of Joshua, and all the days of the 
Elders who survived him for a length 
time." (Joshua xxiv. 34.) Which 
proves that these Elders adminis- 
tered the law unto Israel after the 
decease of Joshua. Tliey likewise 
were, doubtless, men endowed with 
the spirit of wisdom, among whom 
there were Prophets : As from the 
days of Moses, until the Babyloniau 
captivity, and the days of the last 
Prophets, the glory of the Lord did 
not depart from Israel, to accomplish 
the Divine promise of Moses : "A 
Prophet from the midst of thee, from 
thy brethren like unto me, will the 
Lord thy God raise unto thee." 
(Deuteronomy xviii. 15.) 

The Elders to the Prophets—Ac^ 
cording to the preceding statement, 
there were, among the Elders, men 
who were gifted with the Spirit of 
prophecy; the question therefore 
arises : " Why is the distinction here 
made between Elders and Prophets, 
so that each appears to form a sepa- 
rate class?" The intention is, to 
teach that in the knowledge of the 
law a Prophet does not, as such 
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possess authority superior to that of 
any other Sage. As even the Pro- 
phets were ^ pupils of the Elders 
from whom they had to learn 
and receive the laws, statutes, and 
commandments. Because these 
Elders received the same from their 
teacher, who received it from his, 
even up to Moses and Sinai. And if 
the prophets had not received the 
law hy transmission, no revelation 
would have imparted the same to 
them ; as Moses was the only pro- 
phet ahle to support the communica- 
tion of the law. All the other pro- 
phets were merely commissioned to 
exhort the people, and to cause theip 
duly to observe the law of Moses, 
and do what is just and proper ; also 
to predict the punishments decreed 
agamst those who forsook the path 
of the Lord, of virtue and piety, the 
rewards apportioned to the righteous, 
and the evils denounced against na- 
tions and empires ; to counsel and 
decide respecting the undertakings 
of their nation in war and peace; and 
other similar functions. But pro- 
phecy had no reference to, or influ- 
ence on, the law; which circumstance 
forms the essential diflPerence between 
Moses and all other prophets, as laid 
down in Holy Writ : " There arose 
not again in Israel a prophet like 
unto Moses, by whom the Lord was 
known face to face." (Deut. xxxiv. 
10.) The words, "known face to 
face," express the exalted emanation 
of Divine wisdom which is ingrafted 
in the statutes and commandn;ents 
of the law, revealed and made known 
to Moses only of all the prophets ; — 
a most important principle on which 
rests the immutable continuation of 
the law ; as no man can, in the i:ame 
of the Lord, announce a new law, 
although it be not contrary to the 
law of Moses, or be only intended to 
explain any commandment of the 
law or to decide its true intent by 
means of prophetic inspiration. As 
our Rabhies say in the Talmud, 
(treatise Megillah, folio 2,) ** These 
are the commandments-^No prophet 
can add any new commandment to 
these.** And further, (Talmud, trea- 
tise Baba Bathra, folio 73,) " And 
of thy splendour, thou shalt impart to 
him. (Numbers xxvii. 19)— Qf thy 
splendour, not thy whole splendour.*' 



The elders in the days of Moses said, 
" The face of Moses is like that of the 
sun ; the face of Joshua is like that 
of the moon." Their meaning was, 
that, although Joshua surpassed all 
Israelites, yet he did not eaual Moses. 
They therefore assimilatea Moses to 
the sun, which derives its light di- 
rectly from the Deity, while Joshua 
and all the other prophets re- 
ceive their light from the law of 
Moses, and are therefore like the 
moon, which reflects a borrowed light. 
And they use the words, face of 
Moses, and face of Joshua, in allu- 
sion to the words of Holy Writ, 
** face to face," which, as we stated 
above, express the exalted emanation 
of Divine wisdom ingrafted in the 
law. As the moon affords its bor- 
rowed light to the inhabitants of the 
earth, so likewise do the prophets in 
Israel shine but solely in the light 
bestowed on them by the law of 
Moses, which alone emanates from 
the Deity. 

The prophets transmitted the law to 
the men of the Cheat Assembly — ^'ITiese 
were in the Babylonish captivitv, and 
men of great wisdom. Some of them 
were the last of the prophets. In 
their number are likewise comprised 
Biruch, Zerubbabel, Nehemiah, 
Shariah, Reeliab, JNIordecai, and 
their numerous associates ; all and 
each of whom were capable of having 
transmitted to him and them the 
whole of the law. Theirs was called 
•* the Great Assembly," as this con- 
gregation of holy men restored the 
crown to its ancient dignity. They 
settled a liturgy for all Israel, m the 
decreasing spirit and knowledge of 
the people renderel it necessary. 
They taught the law publicly ; and 
established good regulations for the 
welfare of their people. And alihough 
the whole of the members of this 
Assembly were not contemporary, 
yet from the days of Ezra until those 
of Simon the Just, the Great Assem- 
bly continued, as vacancies caused 
by death were filled up by the wisest 
and best of the nation ; so that its 
dignity and authority equalled those 
of the prophets. This state of things 
continued until the days of Antigo- 
nus of Socho, when the great num- 
ber of ancient sages and pre-eminent 
men capable of having the law trans- 
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mitted to them, died off; so that were so fortunate as to obtain a 
thenceforth but solitary individuals knowledge of the whole law. 

(To be continued.) 



11. JERUSALEM AND THE TEMPLE, 

AS THSY WERE IN THE TIME OF THE HERODIANS. 

( Continued from page 1 73.) 



North-west of the temple, ad- 
joining Mount Moriah, stood the 
Castle Baris or Antonia ; an erection 
intended (as we have already stated) 
to awe and bridle the people assem- 
bled on the mount of the temple. A 
high rock was chosen on which to 
place the formidable fortress. The 
rock was rendered perpendicular by 
walls of hewn stone, 80 that all at- 
tempts to climb up its height became 
i^npossible. The princes of the As- 
monsean dynasty at first erected a 
building, in the shape of a tower or 
keep, in which they took up their 
residence. Herod added to the al- 
ready strongly-fortified citadel. The 
circumference of the upper space was 
two stadia, or twelve hundred feet. 
A wall three feet high surrounded it 
within ; the sides were covered by 
piazzas, or halls resting on pillars. 
The palace was erected in the midst, 
and was forty feet high. A large 
armoury, several courts with dwell- 
ings for the warriors, baths, and 
other conveniences, surrounded the 
palace. At each of its four corners, 
a lofty tower was raised, three of 
which were fifty feet high j the fourth 
in the south-eastern angle was se- 
venty feet high, and overlooked the 
whole of the temple. Covered gal- 
leries led from this castle into the 
outer halls of the temple, in order, 
at all times, to secure an entrance 
for the soldiers from this forties^ 
into the temple. 

Another strong castle, an erection 
of Herod's, stood on the western 
side of the temple, but at a greater 
distance, and formed a second for- 
' tress. This was a roost splendid 
building, with innumerable apart- 
ments, differing ia ^^ize and structure, 
and refectories of a hundred couche?. 
Splendid galleries and piazzas were 
intermixed. The interior of the 
apartments- was ornamented with 
beautiful Alosaic floors, . splendid 



ceilings, and costly furniture. The 
courts were formed into green lawns. 
Groves and orchards, with fountains 
and cascades, where the water flow- 
ed out of bronze statues, embellished 
the open spaces. Strong walls and 
high towers defended this spacious 
and costly pile. One of the towers 
which the founder, in honour of one 
of his friends, called Hippicus, was 
twenty-five feet square, thirty feet 
high, and very massive. On its 
summit was a reservoir for water, 
twenty feet deep; and at the sides 
were two compartments of rooms 
above each other. Above these 
dwellings, which reached the height 
of twenty-five feet, was raised the bul- 
wark of three feet, which was covered 
by a roofed balustrade two feet high. 

The second tower called Phasael, 
after kmg Herod's brother, had for 
its base a polygon forty feet high ; 
on which was erected a piazza ten 
feet high. This surrounded a tower 
fifty feet in height, which contained 
dwellings provided with every con- 
venience, and surmounted by a bul- 
wark and covered balustrades. The 
third and most splendid tower, called 
Mariamne, was worthy of commem- 
orating the beautiful and virtuous 
lady whose name it bore. A poly- 
gon of twenty feet was its founda- 
tion. The building erected thereon 
to the height of thirty-five feet, simi- 
lar in shape to the others, was more 
splendidly constructed and furnished 
than those on the other towers. 
Blocks of white marble, twenty feet 
long, ten feet wide, and five feet 
high, were cemented with so much 
care throughout the whole of the 
building, that the joints were scarcely- 
perceptible. 

J\lany other buildings, which until 
that period had remained unknown 
to the Jews, and which were devoted 
to unholy purposes, soon ornamented 
the city, and gave to foreign customs 
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and amusements a local habitation 
in Jerusalem. An amphitheatre, 
a theatre, a circus, an arena, ar- 
ranged in the Roman style, taught 
the people to ape the Romans ; and, 
through the degrading abuse of these 
places of amusement, to barter the 
ancient dignity of the nation for the 
idle and momentary enjoyment of 
the games of folly. For in those 
days, these pastimes were, — as is still 
but too frequently the case, — a sen- 
sual excitement for debauched idlers, 
rather than a relaxation from in- 
dustrious toil, or a recompense for 
time usefully employed. 

Who so blind that he saw not, 
in^these lesser erections, the germ of 
that destruction which overwhelmed 
yon splendid fortresses ? 
' Such was the interior of the city. 
The number and position of its gates 
can no longer be ascertained. 

Near the city eastward, at a dis- 
tance of about five stadia from the 
city- walls, stood the Mount of Olives. 
The intervening space was formed 
by a deep valley, and by the brook 
Kidron. This mountain is very high, 
and its summit affords a full view 
over the whole city, and eastward to 
the Jordan. It bears many olive 
trees, whence it derives the name. 
The Garden Gethsemane (from the 
Hebrew Gath Schemen, ** the oil- 
press,'* was situated here. 



To the west stood the hill Golgo- 
tha, probably the place of execution 
for malefactors ; for the name de- 
notes "place of skulls," like the 
Latin word, Calvaria, the subsequent 
name of this hill. Some of the fa- 
thers of the church have discovered, 
— we know not by what indications, 
or on what authority — that the mor- 
tal remains of our first father Adam 
are entombed in this spot. Many 
similar fables are related respecting 
other wondrous places surrounding 
this holy city. 

The valley of Hinnom extended 
to the south-east, pleasant, and rich 
in fruit-trees, and watered by the 
brooks Kidron and Gihon. This 
spot had, however, in days of re- 
motest antiquity, been selected as 
the site for the cruel immolation of 
human victims. The Jews assign 
the name of this spot — once devoted 
to the most horrid inhumanity — to 
the place of punishment for departed 
sinners. 

The city received its supply of 
water from the neighbouring brooks, 
by means of aqueducts, and the re- 
servoirs or cisterns received the rain, 
which was used to drink. Thus the 
arts supplied the wants which nature 
had not afforded to this rocky soil, 
which it stinted with the hand of a 
stepmother. 



III. METAPHYSICS AND PHILOSOPHY OF THE RABBIES. 

Sepher Ikkarim : "book of principles:'* by r. joseph albo. 
(Continued from page 170.) 



chapter XXII. 

All enquirers and philosophers 
are unanimous in the opinion, that 
we cannot assign to the Deity any 
qualities either essential or accidental, 
except by means of the effects pro- 
duced by him, as we have demon- 
strated in the ninth chapter of this 
division. Such likewise is the opin- 
ion of all learned Divines, who in 
this instance agree with the philoso- 
phers, and accordingly Rabenu Moses 
the son of Mainon writes : "He who 
asserts that the Holy One (blessed 
be He !) has essential qualities which 



nevertheless do not cause any plural- 
ity in his being, — he who asserts this, 
confounds affirmation and negation, 
and does not himself perceive the 
gross inconsistency of his assertion." 
He therefore says that if is impossi- 
ble to assign to the Deity any abso- 
lute or positive quality ; and it is 
only in a negative sense that any 
attributes that we assign to him can 
be justified ; except those which are 
evinced in the effects he produces, 
and he goes on to say ; " The Deity 
is called Producer or First Cause, be- 
cause whatever exists is produced by 
him. He is likewise called the Ani- 
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mator, the Worker, the Creator, the 
Maker, the Preserver, because all 
these names express his relation to 
his creatures. He is likewise called 
wise, because all his works evince 
the very highest wisdom ; merciful, 
benevolent, and gracious, because 
we perceive that he governs the uni- 
verse in mercy, good- will, and grace ; 
not as a recompense, for he receives 
nothing from any being, but from 
the free bounty of his own will ; as 
it is said : '* Who has preceded me, 
to whom do Towe any recompense ? '* 
(Job xli. 2.) In like manner he is 
called beneficent, and full of charity, 
because he bestows the ffifts of his 
kindness on all beings, who can re- 
turn him nothing, and from whom 
therefore he expects no reward, which 
is the true characteristic of generous 
beneficence. For this quality is ap- 
proved in two objects ; him who re- 
ceives, and him who bestows. In 
the first by having bestowed on him 
something which is beneficial to 
him ; as for instance, if a person dis- 
tributes three gifts to three different 
persons, a sword to a boy, an ele- 
mentary book to a woman, and a dis- 
taff to a man, he has done an act of 
kindness to neither, as his gifts are 
useless to the objects of his bounty. 
They can only then become useful 
and really acts of kindness^ if he ap- 
portions his presents according to 
their wants, giving the sword to the 
man, the distaff to the woman, and 
the book to the boy. The second 
(the donor) in order to entitle him- 
self to the name of generous and 
benevolent, must not do his acts of 
charity from any latent view of ad- 
vantage to himself; because, were he 
actuated by any such view he can no 
longer be called beneficent, but a 
trader who trafificks with his gifts, 
and looks upon them as baits to se- 
cure to himself worldly honour, and 
advantage. Although he give two- 
fold the amount of the advantage 
which accrues to him from his kind- 
ness, he is still but a trader, who es- 
timates the advantage he jmrchases 
for himself as equal in value to the 
price he pays for it ; so that at best 
he is a liberal dealer. He must like- 
wise not seek praise or commenda- 
tion, or bestow his charity in order 
to avoid blame. For although these 



last motives do not so directly evince 
the spirit of trafficking as the former, 
they nevertheless remain a species of 
bargain and sale. The Holy One 
(blessed be He ! j distributes to each 
being that perfection, shape, and en- 
loyment, which is moat salutary to 
nim ; as our Rabbies remark on the 
works of creation, that all beings 
are created according to their own 
wishes and desires, each with that 
particular shade and colouring in 
its conformation which is most agree- 
able to it. (Talmud, treatise Rosh- 
hashanah, folio 1 1 .) Their meaning is, 
that when the Deity created all 
beings, he vouchsafed unto each of 
them that conformation and shape, 
which to it (respectively) appears the 
most beautiful and appropriate ; and, 
by way of illustration, the Kabbies say^ 
that if it were possible to inquire of 
every animate being its own opinion 
or choice respecting the conforma- 
tion peculiar to it as compared to' 
that of others, there is no doubt but 
that each assigns the preference to 
itself, its shape and structure ; conse- 
quently, the act of kindness bestow- 
ed on each recipient is really and 
truly a generous act, inasmuch as 
each has had bestowed on him that 
which is most useful. The Donor 
(blessed be He !) has most assuredly 
not created all these beings for his 
own advantage, or to derive any re- 
compense from them, or to avoid 
blame. He alone, therefore, is truly 
generous and beneficent, not only on 
account of the first creation, but of 
the continued, uninterrupted, and 
everlasting grace and mercy which 
preserves the universe and the mani- 
fold creatures which it contains. Of 
him the Sacred Singer truly says, 
** Praise ye the Lord, for he is good, 
his mercy endureth for ever." 
(Psalm cvi. 1.; His meaning is, 
that the greatest of the manifold 
mercies of the Deity is, that his 
** mercv endureth for ever." There- 
fore, likewise, it is said ^of the Holy 
One, *• Blessed are those who pre- 
serve justice. He nmii> * doeth^ 
righteously at all times." (Psalm 
cvi. 3 ) As the verb " preserve" is 
plural, (** those who,") whereas nu^U^ 
*' the doer," is singular, my opinion 
is, that we ought to read, " Blessed 
are those who preserve the justice of 
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him wko doeth righteously at all 
times,*' as they strive to imitate him. 
In this sense our Rahhies expound, 
''nou Shalt walk m his ways," 
(Deut. xxviii. 9) ''As he is gra- 
cious, so shalt thou be ffracious ; as 
he is merciful so shalt thou be mer- 
ciful/' &c. The Deity is likewise 
called "long-suffering, and mo8t|mer- 
ciful/' &c., and visiting the sins of the 
fathers on their children, &c.,|^(£xod. 
xzziv. 2, &c.,) on account 'of the 
effects which emanate from him and 
which govwrn human kind; these 
qualities are possible in his divine 
nature, although they are conflict^ 
ing attributes, as long-suffering and 
mercv opposed to *' visiting the sins 
of the fothers on the children." 
When Moses prayed to the Deity, 
''Make known to me th^ ways," 
(Ezod. xxxiii. 13,) his meaning was : 
Teach me to understand how is it 
possible that an absolute unity like 
thyself, can be implored to exercise 
various attributes, as thou art not 
influenced by matter as man is. In 
jcompliance with this request, the 
Deity reveals the thirteen attributes 
with which he ffovems human kind, 
and that thereu>re it is proper that 
man should implore, and invoke the 
exercise of these attributes. In re- 
ference to this passage of Holy Writ, 
our Rabbies say. And the Lord passed 
before him, ^c, (Exod. xxxiv. 6.) 
R. Jochanan saith, *'Had these words 
not been written in the law, it would 
be impossible for human tongue to 
utter them ; they teach us that the 
Holy One (blessed be Hb!) enve- 
loped himself like a mv tl^'brn, 
'the reader to a congregation,' in 
his attributes, and revealed unto 
Moses. Whenever thy people sin, 
and invoke my mercy in the manner 
I now make known to thee, I will 
pardon their transgression." (Talmud, 
treatise Rosh hashanah, folio 17.) 
Their meaning is, that the Holy Chie 
revealed to Moses in his prophetic 
vision, that it behoves man to im- 
plore the divine mercy by invoking 
the thirteen attributes with which 
the human race is governed. Such 
attributes which are 'evidenced by 
their effect, we are, according to the 
opinion of Maimonides, permitted to 
ascribe to the Deity to invoke and 
to praise. But such attributes which 

2 



are not evidenced in their effects, bu^ 
which we ascribe to Him in his beingt 
we are not permitted to praise or im- 
plore ; accordingly our Rabbies say» 
" The expression God, the Great* 
the Ommpotent, and the Tremen- 
dous I which we use in our prayers, 
although Moses set the example by 
invoking the Deity in these terms, no 
one presumed to employ, until the 
men of the Great Assembly expound- 
ed their true meaning." As these 
attributes do not produce any appa- 
rent effects on earth, where we behold 
evil doers flourishing, and the op- 
pressor of his people prosperous, we 
would not dare to invoke these attri- 
butes. But the men of the Great 
Assembly taught us that these attri- 
butes likewise are active in the 
government of human beings ; inas- 
much as his greatness is that he is 
long-suffering to sinners, his tremen- 
dousness is that he preserves one peo- 
ple amidst all the nations of the earth, 
and so forth ; (Talmud, treatise Jo- 
mah, folio 69, page 2,) therefore they 
permitted us to use these words 
in our invocations. But even those 
qualities which are apparent in their 
effects, we are to attribute to Him in 
their perfection only, and free from 
all and every concomitant defect, 
which, when assigned to man, they 
imply. As although such qualities 
cause a mutation in our being by 
exciting within us a sensation which, 
till then, remained latent, or trans- 
poses us from one state of feeling 
into an opposite one, it does not of 
necessity follow that these qualities 
must or can produce the same effect 
on Him. (Blessed be He !) For his 
ways are not like our ways, and his 
thoughts not like ours. 

CHAPTER XXIII. 

The qualities which are attributed 
to the Holy One, (blessed be He !) 
but which are not evinced in the ef- 
fects'.he produces; as his unity, pri- 
oritv^ truth, and others of the same 
kind, can only be assigned to Him, 
negatively, and in accordance with 
the opinions of philosophers, sages, 
and divines. As we have already 
fully demonstrated with regard to the 
words nn«, "one," and ])D^p, 
*' primarv." The word nD«, '« true," 
denotes tnat existence which does not 
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depend on any thing external to, or 
besides, itself, as we intend here- 
after to explain more at large. It is, 
however, impossible to assign that 
quality to Him positively : for were 
attributes assigned to Him as essen- 
tial and positive, they would not con- 
fer on Him any praiseworthy ex- 
cellence, but would, on the contrary, 
derogate from Him who is all-perfect 
and infinite. We find in the Talmud, 
(tresitise Berachoth, folio 35,) a nar- 
rative from which our Rabbies took 
the opportunitv, according to their 
wonted metho({ of instruction, to con- 
vey in few and simple, but apposite, 
words, a most sublime lesson. An in- 
dividual mounted the pulpit, in the 
presence of R. Chanina, and in pro- 
nouncing prayers, he enlarged on 
he attributes of the Deity ; calling 
Him the Mighty, the Pious, the True, 
the Powerful, the Good, the Just, 
&c.,&c. R. Chanina remained silent 
until the prayers were concluded ; 
when he addressed this individual, 
and said, ** Hast thou at last com- 
pleted the praises of thy Lord? Thy 
conduct resembles that of a man who 
wishes to praise the riches of a mo- 
narch that has a million golden dinars 
in his treasury, and who says, * Ve- 
rily, thou art rich ; thou hast a mil- 
lion coins oif silver in thy treasury.' 
This would not give an exalted iaea 
of the royal riches, but, on the con- 
trary, depreciate them ; such is thy 
lengthy praise of the Deity." R. 
Chanina, in his simile, does not say 
that the injudicious praiser of the 
royal riches lessens their nominal 
amount, though he greatly reduces 
their value. Such is any attempt on 
our part to define the perfections of 
the Holy One, (blessed be He !) as 
in him every thing is infinite, and, 
consequently, inconceivable to us. 
It therefore behoves us in our pray- 
ers not to enlarge on his attributes, 
or to add to those qualifications 
which, on the authority of Moses 
and the prophets, are contained in 
our orisons. And in expressing 
these attributes, we must be aware 
that they are so expressed because 
language does not furnish us with 
any terms more appropriate to con- 
vey our ideas, but that they are to 
be understood as negatives only. 
Thus the qualifications of the 



Deity are twofold ; in himself, and 
evinced by the effects He produces. 
The first are so completely and ut- 
terly incomprehensible, even to the 
wisest of mortals, that it is impossible 
at all to conceive them except nega- 
tively. The second are conceivable 
to all mankind, be they wise or not ; 
as the Sacred Singer saith, ** Under- 
stand this, ye who are ignorant in 
the nation. Ye fools, when will ye 
become wise ? He who planted the 
ear shall he not hear ? He who shaped 
the eye shall he not see ? (Psalm xciv. 
8.) To these twofold attributes, the 
poet-king alludes when he praises 
the Lord, and sings, " Praise the 
Lord, O my soul ; adl my inward 
parts, his holy name. Praise the 
Lord, O my soul, forget not all his 
manifold bounties !" (Psalm ciii. 1, 
2.) Respecting the first order of . 
attributes, he is brief. He compre- 
hends them not, and therefore pre- 
sumes but to allude to them ; and 
saith, ** His holy name," as that 
jiame is essential to Him, (blessed be 
He!) — no mortal dares enlarge 
on this subject — and what little he 
does utter, ne must understand ne- 
gatively. And therefore the Singer 
calls upon his inward parts to praise 
the holy name of God, because the 
tongue cannot give proper utterance 
to that name. Respecting the se- 
cond order of attributes, namely, 
those which are evinced by the eflfects 
the Deity produces ; the abundant 
goodness which he has bestowed on 
all his creatures, and the dispensa- 
tion by which he governs the world, 
the poet repeats, ** Praise the Lord, 
O my soul ! " and adds, " Forget not 
all his manifold bounties," as these 
are evinced and known to us. On 
these attributes he enlarges, and enu- 
merates among them that ** He made 
known his ways to Moses," (ibid. 7,) 
alluding to the thirteen attributes of 
mercy by which the world is govern- 
ed, and which were revealed to 
Moses. — This is, also, expressed in 
the triumphal song of Moses. He 
likewise repeats, ** Who among the 
mighty is like unto thee, O I^ord ? 
Who is like uifto thee exalted in ho- 
liness? awful in prMse, worker of 
wonders!" (Exodus xv. 11.) The first 
order of attributes he alludes to where 
Moses says, " awful in praise," means 
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tliat he is struck with awe, and fears 
to praise ; but, respecting the second 
order of attributes, Moses exclaims, 
" Worker of wonders ! Thy won- 
drous works evince thy glorious at- 
tributes.'* On these he enlarges : 
"Thou stretchest forth thy right 
hand. Thou leadest in thy might." 
'* The Lord is a Warrior." ** Thy 
right hand, O Lord, is exalted in 
power; thy right hand crushes thy 
foes ; " and so forth. And before 
Moses commences any of his praises, 
he premises with the words tl'T'U^fc*, 
** I will sing unto the Lord." The 
words I am about to utter are but a 
poetic effusion, for, in reality, I know 
no words with which to utter His 
praise ; for ** he is highly exalted ; " 
and the praises most becoming would 
be to bow in silent admiration. This 
i^ the meaning of the Psalmist, when 
he says, " Silence is praise to thee, 
O God." (Psalm ]^v. 2.) And in 
the same manner our Rabbles un- 
derstood this passage, when they 
say, (Talmud, treatise Megillah, folio 

18,) «nip^nu^_ «bi:)'i mdd, "The 

highest seasoning to all is, silence ; 
as it is said, * Silence is praise to 
thee, O God.»" 

CHAPTER XXIV. 

Of these two orders of attributes, 
some are evinced in his works, to 
which alone they appertain ; as his 
mercy, graciousness, long-suffering, 
and many iliore the like. Others, 
as is quite evident, are solely within 
himself ; such as his unity, priority, 
eternity, &c. But there are some 
attributes of which we are not (Cer- 
tain whether they appertain to the 
first or second order. It therefore 
behoves us to endeavour to attain 
some conception respecting one or 
two of these last-mentioned attri- 
butes, in order that we may, by their 
means, form some idea respecting 
those others which resemble them. 

When it is said of Him, (blessed 
be He!) "God is good," it behoves 
us to consider this expression in a 
twofold manner : 1. With reference to 
his works. As all goodness emanates 
from him, and he cannot, therefore, 
possibly be oth^r than good. And 
accordingly the Psalmist saith, "The 
Lord is good to all." (Psalm cxlv. 5.) 
2. Abstractedly; in which case it 

2 



can only be understood in a nega- 
tive sense ; namely, that his being is 
free from every thing which is not 
good. This attribute of goodness, 
in both its bearings, we find express- 
ed in Holy Writ : "Thou art good, 
O Lord, and doest good." (Fsalm 
cxix. 68.) The meaning is, Thou 
art good, abstractedly; and it is 
known that thou art good from thy 
works. 

When it is said, " God is wise," 
if the expression is applied to his 
works, it means, that the infinite 
wisdom displayed in the various 
works of creation is a positive proof 
that the Creator must be all-wise. 
But if the expression is applied to 
'him abstractedly, it must be under- 
stood negatively ; namely, that there 
is nothing hidden from his penetra- 
tion. Which must be the case : As 
He (blessed be Hb !) is a pure intel- 
ligence, divested of every thing ma- 
terial, it is impossible that any thing 
should be impenetrable to him. For 
as the activity of the visual orb is 
only limited by the interposition of 
some material substance, as water^ 
dust, air, or disease, so likewise the 
mind is only bounded in its scope 
by the material body. The fumes 
arising from the stomach tend to 
obscure the intellect. Children who, 
in their growth, possess too strong a 
flow of animal spirits, find it more 
difficult to comprehend what is 
taught to them than those who are 
not so abundantly gifted with fluids. 
This shows us the great influence of 
matter on mind, which it circum- 
scribes and limits. But an absolute 
intelligence may be called wise^ as 
nothing material can interpose to 
prevent his universal penetration. 
And as his existence preceded all 
others, and is infinite, his wisdom, 
must correspond with his existence. 

When his volition is mentioned, if 
in reference to his works, the mean- 
ing is, that whatever is done in hea- 
ven or on earth is so done by virtue 
of his absolute will : As the Sacred 
Singer saith, "Whatever the Lord 
willed he effected, in the heavens 
and on the earth." (Psalm cxxxv. 6.) 
And this expression arises from our 
seeing by the works ot creation that 
that the Creator planned them ac- 
cording to his will and design, on 
B 2 
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wHch they are dependent. In this 
sense the word is frequently used in 
the Sacred Scriptures. But when the 
word is applied to him abstractedly, 
we cannot conceive what volition is 
in him, as he is eternally immutable, 
and undergoes no change of pur- 
pose. We must, therefore, likewise 
understand it negatively : that he is 
not averse to, does not forget or 
abandon, his purpose : as the Psalm- 
ist says, " Thy will, O Lord, is on 
tiiy land. Thou wUt restore Jacob, 
and cause him to return." (Psalm 
Ixxxv. 2.) The meaning is. Thou 
art not averse to, or abandonest not, 
thy land or its inhabitants, and hast 
not forgotten to have mercy on 
them. This passage is ooposed to 
that other which says, " My wrath 
will be kindled against him on that 
day. I win abandon and hide my 
face from them, and they shall be 
consumed." (Deut. xxxi. 17.) There^ 
fore the Psalmist concludes the verse 
which we quoted above, '* Thou hast 
recsdled the whole of thy anger, and 
hast renounced thy wrath which was 
kindled." (Psalm Ixxxv. 4.) 

When it is sidd, "The Lord is po^ 
tent," or " mighty ;" if in reference 
to his works, the meaning is, that 
whatever he determines he can per- 
form, and work his will on all his 



(To be continued.) 



creatures; and no one can gainsay 
or oppose him. If applied to him 
abstractedly, the meaning is nega« 
tive : That he is never weary or 
powerless. 

When it is said, "The Lord liveth;" 
if in reference to his works, the 
meaning is, all life emanates from 
him, therefore he must be alive ; as 
without him there could be no life. 
If applied to him abstractedly, we 
must understand it negatively. What 
emanates from him does not emanate 
involuntarily and without his know-- 
ledge, as heat from fire, or light 
from flame ; but whatever ema* 
nates from him is with free will and 
intention ; that he knows, wills, and 
intends like a perfect and animate 
being. 

This is a subject so very delicate 
and sublime, that we cannot find any 
words properly to convey our mean« 
ing, and can only^ say. His power is 
unlimited, and he does not^weary in 
emanating. He wills, that is to say, 
is not averse, does not cease or for-r 
get, to emanate. He knows, that is 
to say, nothing is hidden from him 
of all he emanates. For all these 
reasons we say, " The Lord liveth ;" 
and we express his all-perfection by 
saying that he is free from every im-' 
perfection, 



IV. CRITICAL EXAMINATION OF RABBINICAL WAITERS. 

THE TALMUD. NO. III. 

(Continued from page 166.) 



. Such being the intentions of the 
compiler, he divided his work, the 
Mishna, into six t^n^TD, sedarim, or 
series. The first, called tD^i^'lT, " of 
seeds," treats of agricultural laws : 
Such as, tD^wbs, the prohibition of 
using mingled seeds; ntO'^Ott^, the 
septennial agrarian rest ; nPl)>, the . 
triennial interdict of the fruits of 
newly planted trees; niDIIM, legal 
oblations to the priests; nnu^^D, 
tithes, and all other donations 
ordained by law. The second series, 
called li^lD, "of times or feasts," 
treats of the sabbath and the annual 
festivals and holy days, the duties of 
their observance, and the various 
enactments and prohibitions there- 



unto appertaining. The third series, 
called tD>m3, "of women," treats of 
the intercourse between the sexes; 
of husband and wife ; of JlviTT, and 
tD11% the duties of the brother-in- 
law towards his widowed and child-^ 
less sister-in-law, the rite of untying 
the shoe ; &c. ; (vide Deut. xxiv.^5 ;) 
niin:), dowry, and marriage settle- 
ments; ptt^llp, espousals; ptOU, 
divorces ; and all the laws to these 
subjects respectively appertaining. 
The fourth series, ppna, "of da- 
mages," treats of tne laws of pro« 
perty, (movable as well as immova* 
ble,) and of c omm erce. The fifth 
series, CD^U^Ip, "of what is sacred," 
treats of sacrifices and their laws. 
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The sixth series, niirrto, "of pure- 
ness/' treats of the laws of pure- 
ness, legal cleanness, positively and 
negatively. 

The reason of the order in which 
these series succeed each other is as 
follows : The agricultural laws are 
first treated of, because they relate to 
what is principally necessary to the 
preservation of man, who, without 
food, could not serve his Creator. 
The festivals are next introduced, 
according to the order laid down in 
the law, which treats first of the 
agrarian rest, and next of the sabbath 
and annual festivals. In like man- 
ner, he placed the laws relating to 
the intercourse of the sexes previous 
to those of damages, according to 
the order laid down in the law; 
(Exodus xxi. 7, 12;) where die 
rights of the woman take precedence 
of the law which awards damages. 
The laws relating to these four series 
are mentioned in the second book 
of Moses; (Czodus;) and, having 
introduced them in due order, the 
compiler ne:(t proceeds to those laws 
which are contained in the third 
book, (Leviticus,) according to the 
order there observed. 

Each of these six series is subdi- 
vided into ninSDD, mesichtoth, or 
" treatises," which again are por- 
tioned out into O'plB, perakim, 
" chapters," and these lastly are ar- 
ranged into nibbn, halachoth, "de- 
cisions." This methodical arrange- 
ment is adopted in order to facilitate 
the acquiring of the book by heart, 
and that the memory may be able to 
retain its contents. 

The first series c^mences with 
the treatise niDi:i, berachoth, or 
" blessings ; " because it is not per- 
mitted to enjoy the gifts of provi- 
dence without previously blessing or 
thanking the Divine Giver. And 
as the daily duty most imperative 
Ml the Israelite is i^om nnp, the 
kriath shmang, or, "the confession 
of his faith," the treatise opens with 
that important subject. The com- 
piler next proceeds in due order with 
t jie ag ricultural laws. The second 
treatise is n\k%pedk, " the comer of 
the field^"asthislaw precedes the bar- 
vest-home. The third treatise ^MD^i, 
demai, or "questionable oblations," 



follows next, because, like the pre- 
ceding one, it stipulates in favour of 
the poor. The fourth treatise, 
G ^ «b 5, klaiim, " mingled seeds," fol- 
lows next, according to the order laid 
down in Leviticus xix. The fifth 
treatise is n^i^^itt^, sktingUh, "the 
septennial agrarian rest," although, 
according to the order observed in 
the law, ^b^Xf ought to follow 
tD^wbs ; but as the first is only a 
a conditional law, and depends on 
the circumstance of a man's planting 
fruit-trees, whereas the septennial 
rest is absolute, must be observed, 
and is peculiarly and distinctly intro- 
duced in the law, the compiler gives 
it priority, as being the more impera- 
tive, llie sixth treatise is niDlin, 
trumoth, " oblations ; " because these 
are the first gifts of the land. Next fol- 
lows the seventh treatise, mitt^^D, 
mangseroth, or "tithes in general." 
Then the eighth treatise, OU^ itt^^^D, 
mangser shini, " secondary tithes," 
of com in the grain before it is 
ground. The next treatise is the 
9th ; rrbn, ckalak, " the cake of the 
first dough." (Vide Numbers xv.) 
The tenth treatise is nb*li), orlah, 
" the triennial interdict of the fruits 
of newly planted trees : " After 
which comes the eleventh tr eatise , 
tD^I'lDi, bekurim, " first ripe fruits." 
These eleven treatises form the first 
^1D, sedir, or series. 

The second series, ^)?10 "i^D, " of 
times or festivals," is opened, 1. By 
the treatise nitt^. Sabbath, as the 
first in rank, of most frequent occur- 
rence, and taking precedence, in the 
law, of all other festivals. 2. The 
treatise P^ll)^, Erubin, "rites pe- 
culiar and relating to the observance 
of the Sabbath." 3. The treatise 
OTTDQ, Pesachim, "what relates to 
the paschal festival;" these being 
the first commands given to Moses, 
and the repetition of which immedi- 
ately succeeds the Sabbath. 4. The 
treatise tD^ijpm, Shekalim, "of the 
half shekel," as ordained by the 
law. Exodus xxx. 12.. 5. The trea- 
tise «OV loma, or "the day," of 
atonement, according to the order 
laid down in the law. The compiler, 
to complete the three great festivals 
in the sixth treatise, returns to 
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ni^lD, Succoth, or "tabernacles;" 
and in the seventh treatise, (called 
after its first word 51 Vl, betzah, 
**the eggr,") in which is contained 
the third great festival, ni^^llU?, 
"the pentecost.*' Of all the great 
festivals enumerated in the law the 
only remaining one is Jliti^n U^«1, 
Rosh hashanah, or ** the new year,*' 
to which he devotes the eightn trea- 
tise. 

After the great festivals ordained 
by the law, the compiler next notices 
the fast days, (mentioned and insti- 
tuted by the prophets,) in the trea- 
nvirn, Tangnioth, "fasts." The 
tenth treatise is nb''Jir), Megilah, 
" the roll," or record relating to the 
commemorative festival of Purim, 
which is likewise of prophetic insti- 
tution. The next or eleventh trea- 
tise is ftOpl)>1D, Monged Katan, or 
"minor festivals." The twelfth 
treatise is Jl^^JH, Chachiga, "solem- 
nities," relating to the ascent to 
Jerusalem on the three principal fes- 
tivals. These twelve treatises form 
the second series. 

The third series opens with, 1. 
niDl\ Jebamoth, or " the duties] of 
the brother-in-law," &c. The reason 
why he assigns the priority to these 
laws, in preference to any other con- 
jugal laws, is because all other matri- 
monial contracts are voluntary, 
whereas the duties of the brother 
towards his widowed and childless 
sister-in-law are compulsory, and the 
judge constrains him either to marry 
or release her. The second treatise is 
niliriD, Kethubotht "dowries and 
marriage settlements." The third, 
pni, Nedarin, " vows,*' treats of the 
rights of the husband to annul the 
vows of the wife. The fourth trea- 
tise is 1"'li, Nasir, relating to him 
who separates himself, as being a 
branch of vows, which the husband 
has likewise the right to annul. Tbe 
fifth treatise is V^^^> ^^*X " di- 
vorces," which dissolve the matri- 
monial contract. The sixth treatise 
is ntDID, Sutah, " the suspected," as 
being connected with divorce, which 
must ensue if the suspicion is proved 
to be well-founded. The seventh trea- 
tise i8]''W^"l}p, Kedushin, "espousals." 
It may be asked,/' Why does this trea- 



tise close the series, and why is not 
that precedence given to it before the 
preceding four, which, in the order of 
time, is its due?" The reason is, 
that the words of the law con- 
vey this order. " He shall write to 
her a letter of divorce, which he 
shall put in her hand: She shall 
leave his house, and go, and become 
the wife of another man." (Deutero- 
nomy xxiv. 1, 2.) These two sen- 
tences, " leave his house," " and go, 
and become," &c., are cited in the 
Talmud, Ctreatise Kedmhiriy folio 51,) 
and from them, on the authority of 
tradition, they deduce that the matri- 
monial compact is like its dissolu- 
tion ; and they therefore preserve the 
order which in these verses of scrip- 
ture is laid down. These seven trea- 
tises complete the third series. 

The fourth series is, at its open- 
ing, divided into three parts, which 
together form the first treatise. 
These are, (1.) WDp N^n, Babah 
Kamah, "the first part," which treat8|of 
damages caused by an animal, by tres- 
pass, incendiarism, assault, and bat- 
tery. This part of the treatise opens 
the series in order to point out the 
laws relating to such wrongs and 
injuries as are of most frequent oc- 
currence, and which it is the first 
duty of the judge to enforce. (2.) 
«)>>yD «nn, Baba Meziah, "the 
middle part," treats of claims 
resulting from trusts ; such as gra- 
tuitous trust andj salary, gratuitous 
loan of things and hire, according to 
the order laid down in Exodus xxi. 
(3.) Ninn «nn, Baba Bathra, "the 
last part," treats of the partition of 
immovables, laws of tenantcy, joint 
occupation, and rights of common ; 
laws of purchase and sale, defects 
which annul a purchase, what con- 
stitutes a sale, and what a guaran- 
tee, with laws of succession and in- 
heritance. These laws form the last 
of the three parts, as not being laid 
down in the law of Moses, but are' 
partly traditional, and in part sub- 
sequently adopted, as founded on 
logical deduction. 2. The next trea- 
tise is pi^rjiD, Sanhedrin, Having 
first treated of laws, he next epeaks 
of the tribunals that are to adminis- 
ter these laws. 3. The next treatise 
is mDD, il/flfAro^A, "scourging," and 
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treats of corporeal punishments, 
which can only.be inflicted by com- 
mand of a competent tribunal ; (pide 
Deut. XXV. ;) and, therefore, this 
treatise is the next in order to that 
which enumerates the functions of 
the tribunal. 4. This treatise is 
ni^^Utt^, Schmmgoth, "oaths,** con- 
cerning the oaths to be administered ; 
a subject in close connexion with the 
preceding. 5. The fifth treatise is 
nV'li;, Edioth, or *' witnesses," con- 
cerning the laws* . evidence ; like- 
wise in absolute connexion with the 
administration of justice. 6. The 
next treatise is Mil T^I'y^^.Angvodah 
Sara, "strange or idolatrous wor- 
ship:" The punishment is part of the 
functions with which the tribunalis in- 
vested, andthelaws concerning which 
come under its immediate cognizance. 
And this subject is placed last in the 
series, as being of most rare occur- 
rence. 7. Having thus concluded 
the subjects relating to jurispru- 
dence, the compiler proceeds to com- 
prise in this series the seventh trea- 
tise ni!lW, Aboth, ** the ethics of the 
fathers ; " containing the order of 
tradition, and the maxims of the 
elder Rabbies. The causes which 
led to the placing of this treatise at 
the close of the fourth series are 
twofold: (10 To point out the 
authority and precision of the chain 
of traditions, and the dignity of those 
by whom they were transmitted, 
each of whom was the first in his 
respective age, and, therefore, equal 
to prophets. So that no man may 
say, " Why shall I submit to, or 
adopt, the decisions of this particular 
judge or tribunal ? " as the decision is ' 
not that of the particular judge before 
whom he stands, but of the law, trans- 
mitted and preserved by the chiefs of 
Israel. (2.) Because the ethic pre- 
cepts which this treatise contains are 
of even greater importance to the 
judge than to any other individual ; 
as the latter, by transgressing, chiefly 
injures himself ; whereas, the former 
injures the whole community over 
which he presides. Accordingly, 
several of tne moral precepts in this 
treatise are only adapted for judges : 
As, for instance, " Consider maturely 
before you pronounce sentence ; '* and 
many more of a similar import. 8. 
The eighth^ and last treatise is 



nviin, horioth, or "decisions," the 
manner of pronouncing sentence, and 
other matters relating to judges and 
their' functions. Thus the number 
of treatises comprised in this series 
is eight. 

The fifth series opens with CD^niT 
Sebachim, ** sacrifices," and treats of 
all manner of off^srinps and sacrifices. 
The second treatise is niHiD, Mina- 
choth, *' meat-offcrinffs," relating to 
those ofiferings of flour which are 
called by that name. The third 
treatise is p^Jin, Chulin, or "not sa- 
cred," and relates to the slaughtering 
of animals for general use. The 
fourth treatise is mil 51, Bechoroth, 
** the first-born," and the laws relat- 
ing to them. The fifth treatise is D^D1i>, 
Erachim " valuation," and relates to 
the estimated valuations which are 
by vow consecrated to the Divine 
worship. The sixth treatise is rtTian, 
Tamurah, "commutation," respect- 
ing such objects as have been conse- 
crated by vow. The seventh treatise 
is nin>11, Kerithoth, "cut off/' or 
prohibitions, the infringement of 
which is punished by ^he Deity, in 
the words of Scripture, " He shall 
be cutoffixom amidst his people." 
Thi^ subject is added to the former, 
because those crimes the wanton 
commission of which is punished as 
aforesaid, are, if accidentally or un- 
wittingly committed, expiated by a 
sin-offering ; and therefore this sub- 
ject is connected with sacrifices. 
The eighth treatise is \ib''yn2, Men- 
gUah, "what has been profaned," 
relating to things that have been 
consecrated, but have subsequently 
become desecrated. The next trea- 
tise is I'^on, Tamid, or "constant 
offerings," and narrates the manner 
in which the sacrifices were oflered 
in the temple, in order to preserve 
the remembrance of them. The 
tenth treatise is ni*lO, Midoth, 
** measurement," containing an ac- 
count of the temple, its construction 
and proportions ; in order that they, 
tQO^ may be preserved from oblivion, 
and copied at such future time in 
which it pleases an All-merciful 
Providence to permit us to rebuild 
our temple. (May it be speedily and 
in our days ! Amen !) For this con- 
struction and these proportions were 
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dictated by Divine inspiration } as it 
is written, " All in writing, from the 
hand of God, who caused me to un- 
derstand all the workmanship of the 
model." (1 Chron. xxviii. 19.) The 
next treatise is CD^Jp, Kanim, "of 
nests/' concerning the birds for sa- 
crifices. The number of treatises in 
this series is eleven. 

The last series commences with 
the treatise tD^bs, Kelim, "utensils," 
enumerating such thinj^s as are sus- 
ceptible of imbibing mipurity, and 
such others as are not possessed of 
that susceptibility. The second trea- 
tise is nibn«. Aholoth, ** tents," and 
treats of the impurity of a corpse, 
which-infects every thing that is in 
the same habitation. And this sub- 
ject takes precedence over all other 
species of infecting impurity, because 
it is the most powerful and of most 
frequent occurrence. The third 
treatise is CD>)^:i3, Negangim, " con- 
tagious disorders,*' as these likewise 
pollute in a similar manner with a 
corpse, not only by touch, but by 
their simple presence under any roof. 
The fourth treatise, niD, Par ah, 
** heifer," relates to the means of 
purification, and the commands of 
the red heifer. (Vide Numbers xix.) 



The fifth treatise is nnntO, Taha- 
roth, " cleanliness," (so called in 
order to preserve propriety of ex- 
pression,) which treats of the impuri- 
ties of an inferior degree, which can 
become purified on the same day at 
sun-set. The sixth treatise, ni «1 p D, 
Mikvaoth, " springs of water," relates 
to ablutions. The seventh treatise 
is ii*i3, Nidah.* The eighth treatise 
is pi>tt^5D, Machshirin, " purify- 
ing," relating to the rites of purifica- 
tion. The ninth treatise is t^^lT.f 
The tenth treatise is CdV bllto, Te- 
hiljom, ** Ablution of the same day," 
the rites of purification by ablution 
on the same dav. The eleventh 
treatise, Cd>*iS laaaim, "hands," re- 
lates to cleanliness of hands. The 
twelfth treatise is p!fp1i>, Ukzin^ 
" handles," relating to those things 
which convey impurity by the touch. 
This series contains twelve treatises. 
The number of treatises in the 
whole Mishna are sixty-one ; namely, 
in the first series, eleven ; in the second 
series, twelve ; in the third series, 
seven; in the fourth series, eight; 
in the fifth series, eleven ; and in the 
sixth series, twelve. 

• Levit. XV. 2—18. t Levit. xix. 19—33. 



(To be continued.) 



^SlR, 



NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
To the Editor of the Hebrew Review, 



" The question raised by your Correspondent, * B. E.,' is certainly a 
curious one, and the only way I can suggest to meet the difiSculty, is to sup- 
pose the copy from which the LXX translated, and which Josephus read, had 
^>n5 instead of ^'•ID; for they have translated the former word, in several 
places, by rprap, as your Correspondent justly observes they have done the 
latter in the passage to which he refers ; Exodus xxix. 13 ; Prov. vii. 23 ; 
Gen. xlix. 6, and many others. See also Professor Hurwitz's note on Gen. 
xlix. 6, in his Interlinear Translation. 

"If I>n5 be the right reading, I can find no better translation than that of 
Parkhurst : * And she put the network of goat's hair before its ' (the Te- 
raphimis) ' pillows.' Tlie design was to show there was a per^n under the 
bed-clothes, and to hide the face by the network of goafs hair, which fell 
from a canopy just before the pillows. 

"With many thanks for your interesting publication, I am. Sir, 
" Your obedient servant, 

" Frederick-street, Dec. lOth, 1834. J. S." 
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I. THE MISHNA. 



THE ETHICS OF THE FATHERS. 



COMMENTS BY NAPHTALI HIBTS WESSELY. 



nin« n:DDD, Mescheth Aboth : 

I. They laid down three maxims : '* 1. Be deliberate in yonr decisions. 2. Raise many 
disciples. 3. Construct a fence round the Law." — (Mes, Ab. cap i.l.) 
( Continued from pcige 164.) 
Commentary. They laid down bond of the social state is justice. 



three maxims — When they discovered 
that the Spirit of prophecy was de- 
parted from Israel, and that mental 
capacities had decreased, they recom- 
mended, to the careful observance of 
the Leaders who should preside over 
the succeeding generations of Israel, 
three maxims, one of which re- 
lates to the law, a second to wor- 
ship, and the third to practical bene- 
volence, as they here follow : — 

Be deliberate in your decisions — 
Such decisions as are to settle the ques- 
tions of right, which two contending 
individuals brin^ before your tri- 
bunal. The Spirit of prophecy with 
which the Judges of Israel had till 
then been gifted, had enabled them at 
once to discover the truth of such 
allegations as were submitted to <heir 
judicial decision. But as tliis means 
of detecting truth and falsehood had 
ceased, it became the duty of the 
Judges, in addition to a perfect 
knowledge of the law, to call to their 
aid deep penetration and mature 
reflective deliberation; as Solomon 
prayed, in reply to the Divine offer, 
** Ask, what shall I grant to thee ? " 
" Give unto thy servant a heart of 
understanding, to judge thy people, 
and to distinguish wrong from right : 
For who can presume to judge this 
thy mighty people ? " (1 Kings iii. 90 
This maxim, which taught the Judges 
carefully to preserve the rights of 
individuals, and not to lessen the 
sacred dignity of justice by impa- 
tience, or want of due deliberation, 
was a lesson of practical benevo- 
lence, the more important, as the 

2 



alike essential to high and low. 

Raise many disciples — As, till then, 
every generation in Israel had for- 
tunately possessed Prophets distin- 
guished by the Divine inspiration, 
no fear could be entertained that the 
law and its precepts might be for- 
gotten ; for they were at once pointed 
out as pre-eminent, and worthy of 
having tne whole law transmitted to 
them. But as men distinguished by 
the Deity, and prophetically inspired, 
were no longer to be found in Israel, 
the men of the Great Assembly im- 
pressed the duty on succeeding 
Teachers, to instruct numerous disci- 
ples : So that, although not any one 
of those disciples might be capable 
to retain the whole of the law, yet 
many of them would, by each' retain- 
ing a portion, together retain the 
whole. This precept, then, was 
intended to preserve the knowledge 
of the law, by disseminating it among 
the many, and thus rendering it, to 
a certain extent, general in Israel. 

Construct a fence round the law — 
This is an exhortation, to succeeding 
Leaders of Israel, to watch over the 
purity of the law and faith, and from 
time to time to enact such ordi- 
nances for its better observance as 
they might think needful. The 
words " fence," and ** ordinances," 
are used with a twofold intention. 
The first is to ensure a perfect ob- 
servance of the law, for which pur- 
pose certain things that in them- 
selves are lawful, become prohibited, 
in order by that means to secure and 
enforce the due observance of certain 
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other things^ that in themselves are 
actually unlawful. This was done 
ever since the days of Moses, as we 
find, in manifold instances, that 
Moses, David, and Solomon, and 
the assessors of their tribunals, en- 
acted certain ordinances, to prevent 
the possible infraction of the law. 
The second intention is, to maintain 
the purity of faith, and to prevent 
heresies and schisms. The men of 
the Great Assembly beheld the ex- 
tension of the Orecian conquest and 
domination, under Alexander the 
Great and his successors ; and per- 
ceived that the Jews would, from 
their subjugated condition, be ex- 
posed to frequent intercourse with 
the Greeks, and to the danger of 
becoming infected with the perni- 
cious spirit of infidelity that per- 
vaded the different systems of Greek 
philosophy, then in their zenith, and 
that among Israel no man was then 
found who might stem the torrent of 
infidelity, as Elijah did on Mount 
Carmel, and as Elisha had frequently 



done. The dangers which the men 
of the Great Assembly foresaw, from 
the intercpurse of the Israelites with 
their corrupt and infidel rulers, actu- 
ally became realized ; as many Jews 
imbibed the destructive principles of 
the Greek philosophy and atheism, 
and abandoned their faith, until An- 
tiochus became the instrument of the 
Divine wrath, and by his cruelty 
recalled the nation to a sense of what 
was due to their holy law. The men 
of the Great Assembly, therefore, 
considered it their duty to bequeath 
to their successors the counsel to 
watch over the purity of the faith. 
And, as all Divine worship, in order 
to be acceptable, must be the result 
of conviction built upon faith, with- 
out which it degenerates into mere 
external observance, and a service of 
the lips, but not of the heart,— this 
their last maxim is intended to give 
the Divine worship that pure sin- 
cerity which is the offspring of 
conviction, and rests upon faith, 



II. Simon the Just was the last survivor of the men of the Great Asaemhly. R© 
was in the habit of saying, " The existence of the worid rests upon three things : On the 
law, on worship, and on practical benevolence." 



CoMM ENTARY. Simon the Just was 
the last survivor, Sfc. — He lived a 
considerable time after the erection 
of the second temple ; and our In- 
structer tells us, that he was the last 
survivor of those great men to whom 
the whole law was transmitted. He 
likewise was High Priest, and ad- 
ministered the law to Israel during 
his life-time. 

He was in the habit of saying — Ac- 
cording to my opinion this Mishna 
(verse ) is the fundamental key to 
the whole treatise, and all the rest 
is merely the commentary on this 
one verse. His maxims are pre- 
cisely the same three which he had 
heard from his teachers and asses- 
sors ; with the sole difference, that, 
while they confined their advice to 
the Chiefs and Leaders of Israel, he 
addressed himself to the whole com- 
munity. They delivered their max- 
ims as a command to be obeyed ; 
while he merely asserted his as an 
opinion. The cause of this differ- 
ence we shall hereafter explain. 

The existence of the world rests 
upon three things — ^The purpose of 



our Instructer is not in this place to 
investigate the hidden secrets of 
nature, or to enter into the fruitless 
examination, why the world was at 
all created ; a subject which many 
philosophers made the theme of their 
futile and useless researches. True 
Sages, Rrophets, and pious men do 
not, however, give way to the in- 
dulgence of so idle a curiosity ; but 
rely, in fulness of faith, on Holy 
Writ, and do not attempt to pene- 
trate jnto mysteries beyond the 
reach or grasp of human concep- 
tion : According to the example of 
the Sacred Singer, who, after having 
mentioned the unfathomable myste- 
ries of Providence, that the righte- 
ous suffers evil whilst the wicked 
prospers, adds, ** I am ignorant, and 
know nothing : Before thee I am 
but as an animal. Therefore I will 
constantly keep to thee." (Psalm 
Ixxiii. 22, 23.) His meaning is — To 
understand and explain thy incon- 
ceivable secrets, I am most ignorant ; 
but my faith is perfect in thee and 
thy justice; therefore I will rely on 
thee, and ever keep to thy command- 
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menta. The knowledge which the 
Prophets and Sages of Israel ac- 
quired of the being and attributes of 
the Deity, they carefully preserved 
from the arrogant presumption of 



the ignorant multitude ; but clothed 
their expressions in that sublime 
obscurity which ])ure faith in God, 
and perfect obedience to his Holy 
Word, could alone comprehend. 



(To be continmd ) 



II. DIDACTIC POETRY OF THE RABBIES. 
Bechinath Olam: *' an investigation into the moral world.' 
(Con tinned from page 1 36 . j 



chapter hi.* 

For man so qualified, I conceive 
great trouble and vexation. 

Is it meet that a beautiful piece of 
sapphire, like ihis, should be exposed 
to accidents and plagues, as a target 
to the arrow ? 

Is it proper that he be destined to 
shame and scorn, as one of the most 
insignificant ? 

Is it fitting that he be made to 
bear burthens and contumely alike 
in youth and in age ? 

How ! will he who (compared to a 
son of God) might sil in wisdom's 
seat, become solitary and silent ! 

Alas that the pastor of faith should 
but feed on the wind I that the pro- 
moter of wisdom and morals should 
sink under his burthen ! 

Although relying on his under- 
standing for his escape, how will he 
find his wisdom fail to support him ! 

Depending on his integrity, how 
will his hands wax feeble I 

Although exposed to subversion 
by worldly accidents, shall man, 
like the animals of the field and 
beasts of the forest, die, and be no 
more? 

Will this precious and sacred stone 
be assimilated with clods of earth, 
and cast into the shades of obli- 
vion ? 

Shall this body, adorned with the 
Divine figure, be by God condemned 
to dwell in eternal darkness ? 

The reflection distracts me, and I 
become inconsolable, that the noble • 
work of God shall, at its return, be 
thus vilely annihilated ! that the 
cedar, planted by the hand of the 
Deity, shall thus pass under the 
axe! 

• The Author here exclaims against the 
idea of the annihilation of death. — Trans- 
lator. 

2 c 



I contemplate man, I examine his 
formation, and find no imperfection, 
but such a death. 

chapter IV.* 

But nature, through the wisdom 
of its Creator, has prepared within 
us a source of eternal life, and left 
to us the blessed consolation of a 
residuary immortal soul. 

It is this which enables us to 
be comforted amidst the works of 
vanity, and the sadness of depriva- 
tion. 

For, lo ! eternal salvation awaits 
us in the palace of the Great King ! 

Wherefore then, O son of the ear-h ^ 
shouldst thou lament at being here 
allotted to the grave, when thou hast 
a hope to enjoy a seat in the Divine 
residence calm and serene ? And 
why regret to deposit thy accoutre- 
ments here ? 

Ranked with- the inhabitants of the 
higher regions, what ailcth thee in 
leaving this base and low valley ? 

Nay, even the luxuries of this 
world, which thou seekest, have 
proved thorns and briers unto thee : 

From the day that the Lord 
thought fit to regard the earth and to 
enclose in one of its clods the living 
soul, that it should be formed into 
man, behold they have lain in wait 
for his destruction and become his 
confounders. 

Desires prove obnubilators ; and 
bright armour, sackcloth : Jewels, 
briers ; and roses, thorns : Proud 
passions are blazing flames ; and 
glittering gold, a gaudy papilio. 
Nay, all the pleasures of men are de- 
mons in disguise.f 

• The Author here expatiates on the im- 
mortality of the soul and a futm-e state. — 
Trans. 

t These antithetical comparisons have 
an untranslatahle lieaiity in the original| 
2 
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Yet wouldfit thou seek delights 
like these ? Ah no, desire them not ! 

Neither oughtest thou to do other- 
wise in thy conduct with regard to 
time, than thou wouldest act with a 
perverse and wrong-headed com- 
panion ; regarding him in proportion 
to his merits, and contemning him 
in proportion to his extravagancies. 

Be content with the little to he 
enjoyed from it« and shut the eyes 



of thy understandiog from regard- 
ing what it may fail to make perfect, 
or what may prove to be injurious : 

For thine association with time 
passeth away more rapidly than the 
evenirtg twilight ; and thou art like 
the child who endeavours to collect 
a handful of the sun's rays, hut who 
stands astonished, on opening his 
hand, to find nothing within it. 



(To be continued.) 



III. MORALITY OF THE RABBIES. 

U:ioi? D-'jTiB n^DW, Schmonah Perakim LeroTiham. 

SIGHT CHAPTERS OF ETHICS. 

B Y MAIMONWES, 

(Continued from page 1 76.) 



CHAPTER yii. 

OF THE OBSTRUCTIONS WHICH IM- 
PEDE THE ACQUIRING A TRUE 
KNOWLEDGE OF GOD. 

The doctrines of the Rabbies 
as contained in sermons, orations, 
and the Talmud, teach us that 
some of the Prophets experienced 
less obstruction in contemplating the 
Deity than others did ; and that these 
relative degrees of greater and less 
obstruction corresponded with the 
greater or less degrees in which they 
approximated to the Deity according 
to their respective merits, which re- 
gulated their prophetic inspiration. 
Thus the Rabbies allegorically say, 
**Moses, our Teacher (peace be with 
him !) saw the Holy One (blessed be 
He!) obstructed only by a transparent 
partition, as we see through glass or 
chrystal." In accordance with what 
we stated in our second chapter, per- 
fections are either mental or moral. 
Such are likewise our imperfections : 
Mental, as folly, want of reason and 
of understanding : morale as lust, 
pride, arrogance, wrath, avarice, and 
many others of the like kind. These 
defects form so many partitions which 
impede and obstruct the approach of 

which consists of single words nearly simi- 
lar in form and sound : It is only in conse- 
quence of having laboured throughout to re- 
tain the style and manner of the Author, 
that I have ventured thus to imitate the 
original, however quaint this passage may 
appear, for which I have to crave the read- 
er's indulgence. — Trans. 



man towards the Deity, as the Pro- 
phet saith, ** Your sins have formed 
a separation betwe^i you and your 
God ; " (Isaiah lix. 2 ; ) which 
means that our evil qualities obstruct 
our approach to the Deity. Know, 
therefore, that the Divine inspiration 
was vouchsafed unto no Prophet, 
except he possessed all mental per- 
fections, and the great majority of the 
most important moral ones : As our 
Rabbies said, '* The prophetic Spirit 
rests but on him who is wise, valiant, 
and rich." By wise they understand 
all mental perfections. Rich they 
call him only who is contented : As 
they say, "Who is rich? He that 
is satisfied with his lot : " That is to 
say, if he can bear with his temporal 
wants, and does not suffer because 
he has barely wherewithal to satisfy 
the cravings of nature. By valiant 
they mean moral perfections, self- 
command, and the sway of reason : 
As they say, " Who is valiant ? He 
that subdues his passions." It is not 
an indispensable condition to a Pro- 
phet, that he must possess every 
possible moral perfection, and be 
entirely free from every defect ; for 
we find that King Solomon, (peace 
be with him ! ) to whom Holy Writ 
affords its testimony, that "the Lord 
appeared to Solomon in Gibeon," 
was nevertheless subject to imperfec- 
tions and frailties, such as lust and 
luxury; and we are plainly told, 
that, "in all these things Solomon 
sinned." Even David the King, (of 
blessed memory,) high as was his 
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prophetic character, (as he himself 
says, "To me spoke the Rock of 
Israel," 2 Samuel xxiii. 3,) even 
David was guilty of cruelty. For, 
although these acts of cruelty were 
not perpetrated by himself, and were 
directed only against the foes of the 
Lord, while he was mild and beneficent 
to Israel, yet we plainly read in Chro- 
nicles xxii 8, that the Deity did not 
permit him to build the temple, 
because he had been instrumental in 
frequently shedding huma^ blood. 
Elijah (of blessed memory) gave way 
to his anger : And although he con- 
fined it to Atheists, who denied the 
God of Israel, still the parable of our 
Rabbies saith, "When Elijah was 
translated to heaven, the Holv One 
said to him, ' Thou art not aaapted 
to guide and govern men and be 
their Priest, because thy zeal is too 
fiery, and in thy ardour thou wouldst 
destroy them.' " Samuel was timid, 
and feared Saul. Jacob was afraid 
of Esau. All these imperfections are 
so many partitions between the Pro- 
phet and the Deity. Thus we say, 
"The Prophet who yields to ex- 
' tremes, and gives way to two or three 
imperfections, is obstructed in his 
contemplation of the Deity by two 
or three partitions. Nor must we 
feel surprised that a few imperfec- 
tions lessen the degree of prophetic 
inspiration ; as we find that even one 
imperfection can cause it altogether 
to be withdrawn. For instance, 
furious anger; for our Rabbies say, 
** Whosoever becomes enraged, if he 
is a Prophet, the Spirit of prophecy 
departs from him," &c. The proof 
they adduce is Elisha ; when he be- 
came enraged, the Spirit of prophecy 
left him, until his disturbed mind 
was again appeased; therefore he 
said, " Now bring unto me a musi- 
cian." (2 Kings iii. 15.) Or yielding 
to excessive grief, as our progenitor 
Jacob, (peace be with him!) who, 
during the whole of the time he 
mourned for Joseph, and lamented 
his death, was abandoned by the 
Holy Spirit, until he received the 
intelligence that his beloved son is 
still alive; as it is written, "And 
the spirit of their father Jacob was 
revived,;" which the Chaldee Para- 
phrast renders, ",And the Holy Spi- 



rit rested on their father Jacob." 
Moreover, our Rabbies declare, 
" Prophecy rests not on idleness or 
melancholy, hut only on a happy dis- 
position." When our Teacher Moses 
(peace be with him ! ) discovered 
within himself that he had surmount- 
ed every obstruction, so that no par- 
tition remained|to impede his contem- 
plation of the Deity, (he having at* 
tained to every mental and moral 

Perfection,) he requested that the 
divine attributes essential to the 
being of the Deity might be revealed 
unto him. He therefore implored 
the Lord, "Show me, I beseech thee, 
thy glory." But he was told that 
the granting of his petition was im- 
possible, as his intellect was still 
influenced by matter; and, "Man 
cannot see m^ and live," was the 
Divine reply. Conseouently the only 
obstruction to impede his contemplat- 
ing the essence of the Divine Being 
was his own corporeal and finite 
existence. This is what the Rabbies 
meant by the transparent partition. 
The Lord favoured Moses, inasmuch 
as He (blessed be He ! )' vouchsafed 
unto him a more perfect degree of 
contemplation'than he had previously 
attained. This perfect contemplation 
is called beholding the Lord face to 
face. For in like manner as when a 
man sees another face to face, the 
features he has seen become imprinted 
on his mind, so that he will not con- 
found him whom he has seen with 
others. Whereas if a man has only 
seen the back of another, he may 
possibly distinguish him again, but 
will more probably be doubtful, and 
uncertain whether he knows him. 
So likewise the real conception of the 
Deity is to know the essence of the 
Divine Being, with which no other 
being can be confounded. So that 
he who attains this conception will 
discover within his own soul a know- 
ledge distinct from that which he 
has of any other being. This exalted 
degree, however, it is impossible for 
mortal man to attain : As even Mo- 
ses himself fell somewhat short of 
it ; which is expressed in the words, 
" Thou shalt see my back parts." 

I intend more fully to treat this 
subject in my book on prophecy. 



{To be continued.) 
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IV. METAPHYSICS AND PHILOSOPHY OF THE RABBIES. 

Sepher Ikkarim : "book op principles:" by r. Joseph albo. 



CHAPTER XXV. 



From the explanation which we 
have thus given to the fourth branch 
of the first essential principle, 
(namely, that " the Deity is all-per- 
fect and free from every imperfec- 
tion/') it is evident, that, whatever 
qualities are attributed to the Deity, 
(according to the unanimous opinion 
of philosophers and sage divines,) 
they must be infinite.both in time and 
in kind, like he is himself, (blessed 
be He I) as we have already fully de- 
monstrated. When we use the ex- 
pression " infinite," or||*' endless,*' in 
time, we do so because language 
does not furnish us with one more 
appropriate : For, in reality. His 
duration preceded time ; as before 
creation no duration of time can 
have existed with him, any more 
than when creation ceases. The 
meaning of this expression is there- 
fore, simply, that he is without be- 
ginning as without end. But when 
we say "infinite" or "endless" in 
kind, we prove it by asserting that 
when we say " God is wise," such 
wisdom must doubtless be infinite. 
For as his own being is infinite, and 
he knows his own being, that know- 
ledge is infinite ; as whatever is finite 
cannot comprehend that which is 
endless. When we say, " He is 
mighty," his power must be infinite. 
For were his potency finite, itbecomes 
possible to imagine a power exceed- 
ing his ; and, in that case, he would 
be less perfect than that other great- 
er power which we can imagine ; and 
this, in Him, would be a deficiency. 
Such is likewise the case with his 
goodness, and all his other attributes, 
all of which are subject to the same 
reasoning. Their number must like- 
wise be infinite, and together forming 
that which human tongue cannot de- 
clare, human ear may not hear, and 
human mind cannot conceive. All 
these Divine qualities are comprised 
in the word Zebaoth, "hosts;" 
one of the sacred names of the Deity, 
which must not be erased. (Talmud, 
treatise, Berachoth, folio 32 ; and 
treatise Megillah, folio 25.) 



(^Continued from page 188.) 

What we have now asserted is con- 
firmed by David when he says, in 
the hundred and thirty-ninth psalm, 
'" O Lord, thou hast searched and 
thou knowest me. Thou penetratest 
my thoughts afar." Thine Omnis- 
cience knows my minutest thoughts, 
and penetrates the secrets of mine 
inmost soul, even before they are 
formed. " Ere I "was shaped, thine 
eyes beheld me." Thy knowledge 
is not like ours, which arises newly 
within us ; whereas thine is immuta- 
bly eternal, without commencement. 
CDHl *in« «bl 11!f^ CD^D^ "The 
days are created, but the (perfect) 
unity is not in them." Days, or 
time, commenced with creation ; 
whereas thou art increate and inde- 
pendent of time ; therefore, thy attri- 
butes are likewise infinite in duration. 
" How precious to me are thy 
thoughts, O Lord !" Each of them 
is all-perfect and infinite like thyself, 
most precious, as nothing can exceed 
their value. "I strive to count them, 
they are numberless as the sand." 
Their number, like their duration 
and perfection, is unlimited. Having 
thus lost himself in the contempla- 
tion of the various attributes of the 
Deity, he exclaims : " I awake, and 
am still with thee ! " When I arouse 
myself from tho most profound 
meditation of thy attributes, I am 
still with ihee ; for thy goodness, thy 
wisdom, and thy power are thyself. 
In this sense the sage Cabbalists 
usually call the Deity \f\^D p«, 
" THE ENDLESS," in Order to express 
the infinite duration, perfection, and 
countless number of his attributes. 



CHAPTER XXVI. 

The word ^111, " blessed," has a 
twofold meaning. It is said of him 
who receives a good wish and a gift 
from another ; as, " Do not curse 
the people, for it is blessed." (Numb. 
XXV. 11.) "Blessed shalt thou be 
in the city, and blessed shalt thou be 
in the field." (Deut. xxviii. 70 Many 
other similar instances may be point- 
ed out. It is likewise said of him 
who bestows a good wish and gift 
on another, as " Blessed is the Lord 
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my Rock, who taught my hands to 
combat.'* (Psalm cxliv. 1.) ** Blessed 
art thou, O Lord ! teach me thy sta- 
tutes." (Psalm cxix. 12.) 'Many 
other examples might be adduced. 
The substantive 11311, " blessing, ** 
means an addition and increase of 
good wishes and gifts. When it is 
applied to him who receives, the 
meaning is either that he is already 
increasing, or that he may increase ; 
but when it is applied to him who 
bestows, it is an attribute, like mer- 
ciful and gracious, or any other of 
the like kind. The word ** blessing*' * 
itself comprises every possible species 
of felicity that can fall to the lot of 
any one. And as He, from whom 
every possible felicity emanates, does 
not impart the same from innate ne- 
cessity, as fire imparts heat, or as a 
blaze gives light, but bestows it ac- 
cording to his free will and settled 
intention, the wordj^m, or ** blessed," 
is used to denote the perfection of 
grace, mercy, power, free will, and 
intention, which he evinces towards 
his creatures, on whom the fulness 
of his bounty is bestowed. For the 
same cause, this word is used in re- 
ference to the Deity, not only in the 
prayers contained in Holy Writ, but 
also in the Liturgy which the men of 
the Great Assembly composed, as 
most appropriate to express the 
praises of the Deity ; this is likewise 
the meaning of the Sacred Singer in 
the cxlv. Psalm : ** I will exalt thee, 
my God and King ! I will hless thy 
name for ever and ever ! Each day 
will I bless thee ; and I will praise thy 
name everlastingly. Great is the 
Lord and most praiseworthy : His 
greatness is incomprehensible. Suc- 
ceeding generations praise thy works, 
and declare thy might." (Verses 
1-4.) '• All thy works thank thee, 

Lord ; And thy pious ones bless 
thee." (Verse 10.) His meaning is, 

1 would praise thee, my God ! But 
even if I could bless thy name for 
ever and ever, — which my finite ex- 
istence does not permit me to do, — 
even then were I each day to bless 
thee, yet would it be insuflScient to 
give tnee the praise due to thy per- 
fections : ** For the Lord is great, 
and most praiseworthy : His great- 

^ * Vide Hebrew Review, page 97. 



ness is inconceivable ; " because his 
attributes are infinite. Consequently, 
we are not able to praise thee and thy 
essence; but we see thy wondrous 
works, and from them we learn to 
praise thee, and to say, ** How won- 
drous is thy goodness, O Lord ! 
Succeeding generations praise thy 
works." The Singer continues to 
mention some of the Divine attri- 
butes, as glory, power, greatness, 
goodness, justice, mercy, grace, 
long-suffering, and pity; ana then 
exclaims, ** All thy works in gene- 
ral are bound to thank thee : But 
those who are pious," — ^who con- 
template thy excellence, — *\they 
bless thee in a manner worthy of 
their faith." This last verse of the 
psalm denotes, that the Deity com- 
prises within himself every perfec- 
tion and felicity, that he bestows 
his bounty on others, and that the 
word *]ill, " blessed," is the compre^ 
hensive term by which we endea- 
vour, in some measure, to express 
the fulness of his bounty. 

CHAPTER XXVII. 

The word now, " truth" or "faith- 
fulness," is used to express the per- 
fect accordance between the out- 
ward reality, the inward thought, 
and its utterance with the lips : but 
when the outward reality differs 
from the inward thought, and that 
to which the lips give utterance, it is 
^pm "untruth" or "falsehood;" 
as, Reuben saw Levi commit mur- 
der, but mistook his person for that 
of Simeon, and gave evidence ac- 
cordingly. Here the inward thought 
of Reuben is in accordance with 
the utterance of his lips ; but it 
differs from the outward reality, and 
is therefore an untruth or a false- 
hood. But had his evidence been, 
that Levi committed the murder — 
which was actually true ; — (whereas, 
the impression on Reuben's mind 
was that Simeon actually committed 
the murder ;) in that case his evidence, 
though true as to the outward reality, 
is nD, a wilful lie, because it is con- 
trary to his own inward thoughts. But 
if the utterance of the lips is contrary 
to the outward reality and the inward 
thought, in that case such utterance 
is both '■)pm and ID, " a falsehood 
and a lie " at once : Whereas the 
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perfect accordaDce of outward reali- 
ty, inward thought, and utterance of 
the lips is r)Dik ** truth." 

This definition proves that the ap- 
pellation "Bbino" can, in perfect 
truth, not be justly applied to any 
existing object whatever, save and ex- 
cept to the Deity alone. For as every 
other object is limited in duration, that 
which we call "Being" was not in ex- 
istence until a certain period, and 
will not be after a certain other peri- 
od ; and the consequence is, that, in 
using this word, our inward thought 
and the utterance of our lips 
are at variance with the outward 
reality. But as the Deity was, is, 
and ever will be eternally immuta- 
ble, he alone can truly be called 
** Being ; " as the inward thought 
and the utterance of the lips are 
thus in perfect accordance with the 
outward reality. Another reason 
why this word *' Being " can, in 
truth, be applied to him only, is, 
that every object is dependent on 
him, and has but a possible or con- 
ditional existence : Whereas his be- 
ing is inherent, absolute, and uncon- 
ditional. This is the meaning of 
our Rabbies when they say, ** The 
seal of the Holy One is truth ;" (Tal- 
mud, treatise Sabbath, folio 85 ; 
Sanhedrin, folio 64 ;) because in his 
Being alone perfect truth is centred. 
Nor can this be said of any one of 
the separate intelligences, as these 
are created by, and dependent on, 
him. To this an allusion is made 
in the first revelation to Moses, 
when he asks : *' They will say to 
me. What is his name ? and what am 
I to say to them?" (Exodus iii. 
13.) Moses required the assurance 
that the revelation afforded to him 
is that of the First Great Cause, and 
not that of any created intelligence ; 
as, in the latter case, he was fearful 
that the will and assurance of such 
created intelligence might be over- 
ruled by the First Great Cause, on 
whom he is dependent. Accordingly 
the reply he received was, ^Wi^ ITJlb* 
rrriW» **I am who I am;" words 
which, in Hebrew, at once express 
the present and the future. And 
the meaning is, I am the Being 
whose existence is inherent, abso- 
lute, and unconditional, and whose 



promise none other can gainsay or 
over-rule. " I am because I am ;*' 
namely, I am dependent on myself 
alone, and do not exist as a conse- 
quence of any other existing being. 
The word nD», ** truth," is there- 
fore not a particular attribute, but it 
serves to explain the unconditional 
existence of the Deity, and is there- 
fore most justly assigned to God^ 
to whom It is more appropriate 
than any other appellation which 
we can give him. Accordingly we 
find that the prophet Jeremiah 
uses the word ** truth," as more 
fully descriptive of the Deity than 
any other of his attributes : " The 
Lord God is truth ; he is the Living 
God and King of the universe." 
(Jeremiah ii. 1.) In these words he 
shows us the difference between the 
attribute truth, and those other at- 
tributes, as ** living," ** king," &c., 
which are assigned to the Deity. 
For the word «in, ** He," is used in 
Holy Writ to express special iden- 
tity, and to avoid our mistaking one 
Being for another: tyTlltinw «in, 
" He is Ahasuerus, who reigned 
from Hodu unto Cush." (Esther i. 
1.) tD1>n«1 jm «in, " He is Dathan 
and Abiram." (Numbers xxvi. 8.) 
nu^DI ^rii^ «in, ** He is Aaron and 
Moses." (Exodus vi. 26.) In all 
these instances the word **He" is 
used to certify the identity of the 
persons in question. And as the 
word " truth " cannot be justly ap- 
plied to any other Being than 
God, the word ** He " is not placed 
before ** truth " which is peculi- 
arly his own; but before ** living 
and King," names which, though 
applied to him, may likewise be given 
to others, and which therefore re- 
quire that their identity with the 
Lord God should he expressed. And 
as the due understanding of the Di- 
vine truth is more • profound than 
that of any other attribute, Daniel, 
in his prayer, saith, '* We have not 
sought the presence of the Lord our 
God, to repent of our sins, and to 
search into thy truth." (Daniel ix. 
12.) This search into his truth de- 
notes the due understanding of this 
one essential principle, that the 
Deity is inherent, absolute, and un- 
conditional. For this reason our 
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Legislator of remote antiquity as- 
serts, "Truth is God;" and it is 
singular that the word nD«, " truth," 
is composed of the first, the last, and 
the central letter of the Hebrew al- 
phabet; and therefore symbolic of 
that Being who is past, present, and 
to come, and whose seal it is em- 
phatically said to be. The reason 
why we have not enumerated " truth" 
as one of the branches resulting 
from the first essential principle, 
("the existence of the Deity,") in 
the same manner as we specified his 
Unity, is, because this word explains 
the existence of the Deity, and 
would only in different words be a 
repetition of the first essential prin- 
ciple which we have laid down. 

CHAPTER XXVIII. 

The holy name of Tetragrammaton 
("four letters") is called UDISiDil tJU^, 
*' the peculiar name ; " by which is 
meant the name specially belonging 
to and distinctive of the Deity. The 
word u^iQ is generally used to desig- 
nate that which is separated or distinct 
from others; as tD^ u^l 3 " Phari- 
sees," those who were separated and 
distinct from the bulk of the people. 
In this sense our Rabbies in Sephri 
and in the Talmud, (treatise Sotah, 
folio 31,) comment on the words, 
*' Thus shallyebless the children. (Num- 
bers vii. 25—27.) Ye shall bless 
them in the peculiar name of the 
Deity. Should any one assert that 
the blessing was to be pronounced 
in any other of the names ascribed 
to the Deity, Holy Writ tells him, 
'They shall pronounce my name 
over the children of Israel ; my 
name, which is peculiar to myself 
alone.* " Thus they prove that this 
peculiar name appertains solely to 
God, as all other apjiellations 
that we use towards the Deity may 
likewise be applied to created be- 
ings; for the latter only imply his 
works, or some one or other of his 
attributes, but do not express his 
inherent, absolute, and uncondi- 
tional existence Thus tJ^nbfc^ Elo 
him, (usually rendered " God,") de- 
notes power, and is likewise ap- 
plied to created beings ; as angels 
and judges can have the same 
name applied to them. ^^^M, Adonai, 
" Lord," only expresses dominion. 



and is in the^ same sense applied 
to [created beings. Such is also 
the case with other names by which 
we call the Deity, and which are 
likewise applied to other beings 
either directly or in their derivatives. 
For instance, "foot "is a part of 
the human or animal body : This is 
its first and simple meaning : But it 
is also used to express the supporters 
of a chair, and in the same sense it 
is likewise applied to other objects. 
But the Tetragrammaton cannot 
justlv be applied to any other being 
but the Holy One, (blessed be He !) 
as it expresses his inherent, abso- 
lute, and unconditional existence. 
Nevertheless, even this most sacred 
name we find bestowed by derivation 
on a being external to Him: "And 
the Lord went before them in* the 
pillar of the cloud by day to guide 
them on the road." (Exodus xiii. 21.) 
And subsequently we read : " And 
the angel of God, who went before 
the camp of Israel, moved and went 
behind them; and the pillar of the, 
cloud moved from before them and' 
stayed behind them." (Exod. xiv. 20.) 
Names are by derivation, or in a se- 
condary sense, applied to objects, 
which bear some degree of resem- 
blance, however distant, to the first 
sense, or which recal to the 
mind that first sense. Thus, the 
sight of any utensil recals its owner 
to the mind : Holy Writ says, 
" They shall serve the Lord their 
God, and David their King, whom I 
will raise to them." As his future 
kingdom will in its grandeur and ex- 
altation resemble the glorious days 
of David, it is called by his name. 
Such is likewise this expression, 
" And my servant David shall be 
their king." (Ezekiel xxxvii. 24.) 
" And my servant David shall be 
their prince for ever." (ibid. 25.^ In 
all these places, although the name 
of David is expressly used, the 
meaning is, one of his descendants. 
In like manner Holy Writ calls the 
ark of the covenant by the name of 
the Lord ; because it was an utensil 
appropriated to contain the tables of 
the law given by the Lord, as we 
find, when the ark moved, Moses 
said, " Arise, O Lord," &c., and 
when it rested, Moses said, " Rest, 
O Lord, amidst the tens of thou- 
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sands of Israel." ' (Numbers x. 35.) 
Joshua likewise saith, " The ark of 
the covenant. Lord of the universe, 
passes before you into the Jordan." 
(Joshua iii. 11.) Truly the ark of 
the covenant is not Lord of the 
universe ; but it is called by that 
name, because it was destined to the 
worship" of the Universal Lord God, 
whose sacred presence it recalled to 
the mind. Thus the effect of the 
operator is sometimes assigned to 
the instrument with which he ope- 
rates, we say, ** The eye sees ; " 
* The ear hears ; " although it is not 
either of these organs that hf itself 
performs these functions : But it is 
the soul, of which they are the sub- 
servient instruments. For these two 
reasons Moses called the altar which 
he erected *D3 " n " The Lord, my 
miracle;" (Exodus xvii. 16;) be- 
cause this altar was an instrument 
wherewith to work wonders, and re- 
^lls to mind the Lord, the sole 
power, who performeth miracles. In 
a similar way. Holy Writ calls the 
"Messiah, ** the Lord our righteous- 
ness ; " {Jeremiah xxiii. 6 j) because 
he will be the means, that we may 
through him attain the righteousness 
of the Lord. Jeru alem is likewise 
calfed, rtr^m " n, *• The Lord is there ;" 
(Bzekiel xlv. 35 ;) because it was the 
place where the divine glory was more 
constantly visible than at any othor 
place. Again : Abraham called the 
place where he was about to sacrifice 
his son, " The Lord seeth;" (Gene- 
sis xxii. 14 ; ) because an event there 
took place which evinced the Divine 
Providence. Holy Writ also calls 
the visible manifestation of the 
Divine glory, seen in prophetic 
visions, " The Lord : " ** And the 
Lord saw that he turned aside to 
look, &c. And the Lord said, I 
have seen and beheld the misery of 
my people in Egypt." (Exodus iii. 1.) 
** I saw the Lord sitting on a lofty ana 
exalted throne." (Isaiah vi. 1.) It is 
likewise called, **The God of Is- 
rael ; " as, "They saw the God of Is- 
rael ; " (Exodus xxiv. 10 j) although 
He (blessed be He ! ) can neither ,be 
seen nor comprehended by any cre- 
ated being; as it is expressly de- 
clared, *• No man can see me and 
live." (Exodus xxxiii. 20.) — Thus 
the Sacred Scriptures bestow the 



name, " The Lord," on angels : As, 
" And the Lord turned to him and 
said. Thou shalt go in this thy might, 
&c. And the Lord said to him. 
Because I will be with thee ; " 
(Judges vi. 14 ; ) though the reve- 
lation to Gideon was that of an 
angel or Divine Messenger only. 
The name ^113, " glory," is likewise 
given to many different beings : As, 
we find it applied to that Divine 
Presence which no man can behold : 
As Moses, when he prayed, '* I be- 
seech thee, shew me thy glory," 
was answered, ** Thou canst not see 
my face." (Exodus Xxxiii. 18.) And 
in another place we find the same 
name given to the visible manifesta- 
tion of the Divine Presence : " And 
tlie glory of the Lord appeared to 
the whole nation." (Leviticus xv.22.) 
"And the appearance of the glory 
of the Lord was like a consuming 
fire, at the top of the Mount." 
(Exodus xxiv. 13.) "To-morrow 
ye shall behold the glory of the 
Lord." (Exodus xvi. 70 The rea- 
son why this visible manifestation is 
called /* the glory of the Lord," is 
because it represents to our minds 
the invisible and inconceivable glory 
of the Most High ; and, therefore, 
the Prophets presumed to consider 
and to call that manifestation'of the 
Divine Will, which in their \dsions 
was revealed unto them, "The 
Lord." Elijah addresses the angel 
who revealed himself to him, in these 
words : " The children of Israel have 
abandoned thy covenant,?[^Ay altars 
they have destroyed, and thy pro- 
phets they have slain with the 
sword : " And the answer given to 
him was : "Go and stand forth on 
the mount before the Lord." (1 Kings 
xix. 11.) The speaker does not say, 
" Stand forth before me," but, " be- 
fore the Lord," to denote that he 
himself was but a messenger. It was 
only subsequently that in the " small 
still voice " the Deity vouchsafed to 
reveal himself, and to speak to Eli- 
jah. And though Elijah, at the time 
of the first vision, was, doubtless, 
perfectly aware that he addressed an 
angel of the Lord, he nevertheless 
saith, " They have abandoned thy 
covenant." 

But all this becomes explained 
to us by the fact, that, in usual 



Digitized by 



Google 



CUSTOMS AND OBSERVANCES OP THE JEWS. 



203 



parlance, he who is entrusted with 
the royal commission for any espe- 
cial purposes, issues his commands 
in the name of the King ; and that 



all representations which are ad- 
dressed to him are couched in pre- 
cisely the same terms as if directed 
to the King himself. 



(To be continued.) 



V.—CUSTOMS AND OBSERVANCES OF THE JEWS. 

Jl^lin, "the festival of inauguration." 



This festival, which commemo- 
rates the preservation of the national 
existence, and the liberation of the 
Jews from oppression the most gall- 
ing and inhuman, is celebrated dur- 
ing eight days, commencing on the 
twent-fifth day of the month Kislev. 
As the historical events, the memory 
of which this festival perpetuatesT 
are most important to every Jew, we 
deem it our duty to present our 
readers with a short extract, from 
the annals of our ancestors, concern- 
ing this period of deep national ca- 
lamity and suffering, from which a 
merciful God vouchsafed to deliver 
our fathers. The authorities we use 
are Josephus, (Antiq., book xii,) the 
apocryphal history of the Maccabees, 
and the gebrew pQ>DV. (Book iii.) 
We have also thankfully and largely 
availed ourselves of the aid afforded 
to us by the History of the Jews by 
Professor Milman. 

The seventy years of exile and 
captivity which an offended Deity 
had denounced against Judah and 
Jerusalem, were terminated by the 
decree of Cyrus, as had been pre- 
dicted by the Prophet of the Lord. 
The Jews returned to Jerusalem. 
The favour of the mighty monarch 
of Persia was extended to the wor- 
shippers of the true God. They re- 
built their temple and city, and lived 
peaceably in their native vallies. 
While all around them was war and 
devastation, while Xerxes undertook 
his rash expedition against the 
Greeks, and these in revenge ravaged 
the shores of Asia Minor, till the 
great king was forced . to sue for 
peace, the tranquil Jews, under the 
directions of their High Priests, cul- 
tivated the arts of peace, and strove 
gradually to recover the opulence 
and national welfare which they had 
once enjoyed. No remarkable event, 
for many years, interrupted the noise- 

2 



less tenor of their annals. If the 
rancorous hatred of Haraan threat- 
ened extermination to the Jewish 
name, the merciful interposition of 
Providence averted the danger, and 
the fate which a remorseless foe had 
prepared for Israel recoiled on his 
own head. Haman, his sons, and 
adherents, perished ignominiouslv ; 
and in Judea, and throughout the 
one hundred and twenty-seven pro- 
vinces which composed the mighty 
Persian empire, the Jews, in quiet 
and comfort, could, on each revolv- 
ing year, renew their thanks to the 
All-merciful Being who had frustrat- 
ed the murderous counsels of their 
fell enemy. 

But this state of quiet happiness 
was doomed to be most fearfully in- 
terrupted. Alexander the Great, 
King of Macedon, and leader of the 
Grecian hosts, attacked the last 
monarch of Persia. His irresistible 
might overcame and scattered the 
numerous hosts of Darius. Where- 
ever he came he conquered. In his 
progress he besieged Tyre ; thence 
h^ sent his messengers to Jerusalem, 
and commanded the >High Priest to 
furnish him with the same aid and 
supplies which, till then, the Jews 
had furnished to Darius, King of 
Persia. The Jews, true to the mon- 
arch whose bounty they had experi- 
enced, loyal and faithful in their al- 
legiance, refused to comply with 
Alexander's commands. Their High 
Priest, in the name of the assembled 
Council of Israel, replied, that they 
had sworn not to bear arms against 
Darius during their lives, and that 
they could not break their oath of 
allegiance. The haughty conqueror 
felt offended. He vowed vengeance 
against the petty tribe that had dared 
to disobey his mandate. Tyre was 
soon subdued ; and Jerusalem was 
next threatened by his arms. The 
D 2 
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)oDg-continaed tranauillity and pros- 
perity of the Jews nad excited the 
envy of the neighbouring tribes. The 
opulence of Jerusalem and .its tem- 
ple tempted their cupidity. No 
sooner was it known that the victo- 
rious army of Alexander was march- 
ing against Jerusalem, than numer- 
ous reinforcements of Samaritans 
and Syrians, Phoenicians and Chal- 
deans swelled his ranks. Jaddua 
the High Priest, and the Jewish 
people, were in the utmost conster- 
nation and dismay. Public sacri- 
fices were offered for the national 
welfare ; public prayers arose to im- 
plore the protection of the Deity. A 
nocturnal vision revealed to Jaddua 
how to appease the incensed Mace- 
donians. Accordingly, he caused 
the city to be ornamented with gar- 
lands and flowers, and the gates to 
be thrown open, whilst himself, and 
the other Priests, dressed in their 
sacred vestments, and the people 
clothed in robes of white, prepared 
to meet the dreaded conqueror. The 
solemn procession marched forth to 
Sapha, an eminence from whence 
the whole city and temple might be 
seen. No sooner had Alexander 
beheld the High Priest in his hya- 
cinthine robes embroidered with 
gold, wearing his mitre with the 
golden frontal, than he fell prostrate 
and adored the Holy Name which 
was there inscribed in golden cha- 
racters. His attendants were aston- 
ished ; the enemies of the Jews who 
impatiently expected the signal of 
slaughter and pUlage,were struck with 
amazement. At length Parmenio, one 
of Alexander's principal leaders, ad- 
dressed him and said, " How comes 
it that thou, before whom every obe 
prostrates himself, shouldest kneel 
before this Priest of the Jews ?" 
Alexander replied, ** I worship not 
this man, but his God." He further 
related how, previous to his entering 
on his expedition to Persia, he had, 
in a nocturnal vision, at Dion in 
Macedonia, seen the Jewish High- 
Priest dressed as he was then before 
him ; that the man who appeared to 
him in that vision had encouraged 
him, and promised him the conouest 
of all Asia; and he concludea by 
saying, " Now that I see him before 
me, my vision recurs to my mind^ 



and, as I am thus convinced of the 
divine protection, I no longer doubt 
but I shall fully succeed in my un- 
dertakings." He entered Jerusalem 
as a friend, offered rich sacrifices, 
and granted the nation all those fa- 
vours and immunities which they 
solicited from him. After a short 
sojourn, he departed to complete the 
final subjugation of the Persian mon- 
archy, and thus to verify the predic- 
tion of the Prophet, that the empire 
of Cyrus should be subverted by a 
Greek. 

The imminent danger being over- 
past, Jerusalem could joyfully ac- 
knowledge the Divine protection. 
But the period of peace which en- 
sued was not of long duration. Alex- 
ander died within a few years after 
his visit to Jerusalem. The prin- 
' cipal leaders of his armies shared his 
conquests. Alike ambitious and 
grasping, each strove to raise his own 
power on the ruin of his compeers. 
Constant warfare devastated the 
eastern world ; and, far as the con- 
quests of Alexander had extended, 
rapine, oppression, and cruelty tram- 
pled down the unoffending inhabit- 
ants. Judea did not escape the 
dreadful anarchy which ensued du- 
ring this destructive warfare, waged 
by the generals and successors of 
Alexander. Ptolemy, king of Egypt, 
assaulted Jerusalem on the Sabbath. 
The Jews did not presume to violate 
the sanctity of the day by entering 
on the work of slaughter, no resist- 
ance was offered, and Ptolemy abused 
his bloodless conqjuest bj^ carrying 
away one hundred tnousand captives, 
whom he settled chiefly at Alexan- 
dria in Egypt, and (Jyrene. Nor 
was he long left in undisturbed pos- 
session ; twice was Judea conquered 
by Antigonus, another of the rival 
chieftains ;(twice regained by Ptolemy, 
under whose dominion it finally re- 
mained. But Ptolemy had by this 
time learned to respect his new sub- 
jects. He found them still as oh- 
servant of their plighted faith, as 
loyal in their allegiance, as Alexan- 
der had found them to be. He 
therefore endeavoured to attach them 
to his cause, enrolled an army of 
thirty thousand Jews, and entrusted 
the chief garrisons of the country to 
their care. Under the mild govern- 
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ment of the three first Ptolemies, 
Soter, Philadelphus, and Euergetes, 
both- the native and Alexandrian 
Jews enjoyed many marks of||the 
royal favour; and while nearly all 
the rest of the world was ravaged by 
war, their country flourished ^in pro- 
found peace, until the founding of 
the Syro-Grecian kingdom, by Seleu- 
cus, and the establishment of Anti- 
och as the capital, brought them 
into the unfortunate situation of a 
weak nation placed between two 
great conflicting monarchies. Egyp- 
tians and 8yro- Grecians alternately 
wrested the land from each other; 
peace and security fled. Intestine 
divisions increased the misfortunes 
produced by foreign tyranny, and 
eventually led to the plunder and 
rain of the holy city, and to the per- 
secutions, and almost to the complete 
extermination, of its people. 

Antiochus, surnamed ** Epiphanes 
the illustrious,'* had ascended the 
throne of Syria. Thejconflicting chiefs 
of Judea in turn appealed to his su- 
premacy and implored his aid. Anti- 
ochus united the quick and ver- 
satile character of a Greek with the 
splendid voluptuousness and fierce 
despotism of an Asiatic. Amongst 
the discrepancies of this worthless 
character, must be reckoned a great 
degree of bigotry and religious intol- 
erance. Few of the most fanatical 
persecutors of after-ages equalled 
the ruthless attempts of Antiochus 
to exterminate the religion of the 
Jews and substitute that of the 
Greeks. Yet the savage and tyran- 
nical violence of Antiochus was, in 
fact, and surely we may say provi- 
dentially, the safeguard of the Jew- 
ish nation from the greatest moral 
danger to which it had ever been 
exposed, the slow and secret, but 
certain and pernicious, encroachment 
of Grecian manners, Grecian arts, 
Grecian vices, and Grecian idolatry. It 
roused the dormant energy of thewhole 
people, and united again in indissolu- 
ble bonds, the generous desire of na- 
tional independence with zealous at- 
tachment to the religious worship of 
the Creator. It again identified the 
true patriot with the devout worship- 
per, and taught the Jew. to know 
that he owes his allegiance, first to 
his God^ and next to the land which 



he inhabits. But we anticipate the 
course of our narrative, to which ^e 
now return. ^ 

Two contending High Priests of 
the Jews outbid each other in the 
royal favour. Joshua, who had as- 
sumed the Grecian name, Jason, was 
forced *to jrield to the richer presents 
of his brother Onias, who, secure in 
the venal protection of Antiochus, as- 
sumed the name of Menelaus, and « 
oppressed his people. A formidable 
insurrection broke out in Jerusalem 
against his authority. Report mag- 
nified it into a deliberate revolt of 
the whole nation against Antiochus. 
He marched without delay to Jerusa- 
lem, put to death in three days forty 
thousand of the inhabitants, and 
seized as many more to be sold as 
slaves He next entered the temple ; 
and, having stripped it of its conse<- 
crated utensils and other treasures, 
he caused unclean animals to be sa« 
crificed, and every part of the tem- 
ple to be desecrated with the most 
odious defilement. Nor was ' this 
sufl5cient to satisfy his cruelty and 
fanaticism : He determined to exter- 
minate the whole Hebrew race ; and 
the dreadful edict was entrusted 
to Apollonius, by whom it was exe- 
cuted with as cruel dispatch as the 
most sanguinary tyrant could desire. 
Apollonius waited till the Sabbath, 
when the whole people were occu- 
pied in their peaceful religious du- 
ties. He then let loose his soldiers 
against the unresisting multitude, 
slew the men and seized all the wo- 
men as captives. He proceeded to 
pillage, and then to dismantle, the 
city, which he set on fire in many 
places : He threw down the walls, 
and built a strong fortress on the 
highest part of Mount Zion, which 
commanded the temple and all the 
rest of the city. From this garri- 
son he harassed all the people of 
the country, who stole in with fond 
attachment to visit the ruins, or 
to offer a hasty and interrupted wor- 
ship in the place, of the s^ctuary : 
For all the public services had ceased, 
and no voice of adoration was heard 
in the holy city, unless that of the 
profane heathen calling on their idols. 
The persecution did not end here : 
Antiochus issued an edict for uni- 
formity of worship throughout his 
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dominions ; and dispatched officers 
into all parts to enforce rigid com- 
pliance with the decree. Jerusalem, 
conspicuous above all other places, 
was exposed to the utmost fury of 
the royal bigot. The statue of Jupi- 
ter Olympius, to whom the temple 
had been dedicated, was erected on 
the altar of burnt-offerings. Every 
rite of the Mosaic law and worship 
was strictly prohibited under pain of 
death,.— a penalty which many will- 
ing victims incurred. The Book of 
Maccabees records the sufferings 
and the fortitude of an oppressed 
people. We refer to its pages, and to 
those of Josephus, for a detail of 
cruelties which we shudder to, insert 
in our own. The licentious orgies of 
the Bacchanalia were substituted for 
the national festival of the tabernacles^ 
The reluctant Jews were forced to 
join in these disgraceful riots. Who- 
ever resisted met with instant death; 
and|total extermination or abandon- 
ment of their holy law was the alter- 
native offered to every Hebrew. 

Thus on the verge of apostasy, 
ruin, and extermination, nothing 
could avert the fate which threat- 
ened our ancestors, when it pleased 
the Divine Providence to interpose 
and to save the remnant of his peo- 
ple : Not indeed by a direct and mi- 
raculous intervention as in days of 
old ; but by pouring forth the spirit 
of zeal and patriotism ; awakening 
in the minds of virtuous men that 
noble daring wliich leads them to 
conquer or to die, and that gene- 
rous and true valourwhich considers 
life of no value unless devoted to the 
cause of God and of their father- 
land. , Such were the sentiments 
which induced the aged Mattathias 
to raise the sword against the fell 
oppressors of his people ; which 
prompted his five sons nobly to 
stake their lives in defence of their 
faith, and to free their injured bre- 
thren from the ruthless tyranny of 
their cruel persecutor. One by one 
they fell^firilling sacrifices to their 
most sacred cause ; but their noble 
blood was not poured forth in vain. 
Civil and religious freedom, peace, 
and the undisturbed worship of the 
one true God, were the glorious re- 
wards of their toils, their dangers, 
and their death. And if Scotland 



justfy glories in her Wallace; if 
Gustavus Vasa in Sweden, William 
Tell in Switzerland, have merited 
the gratitude of their people and the 
admiration of posterity : If the glo- 
rious names of these great men, 
their noble struggles and heroic de- 
votion, command the sympathies, 
*and share the veneration of every 
true friend of humanity ; that sym- 
pathy and veneration is in a much 
higher degree due to Judas Macca- 
bseus and his worthy brethren, the 
glorious prototypes to all who, in 
after-ages, merited the blessings of 
their oppressed and injured fellow- 
men. 

In Modin, a village of Judea, on 
an eminence, commanding a view of 
the sea, lived Mattathias, an aged 
man of the sacerdotal line, with his 
five sons Joannan, Simon, Judas, 
Eleazar, and Jonathan,— all in the 
prime of life. He often lamented 
Defore his sons the wretched state of 
their people, and was accustomed to 
say that it was far more noble to sa- 
crifice their lives in defence of their 
religion, their laws, and their coun- 
try, than to live as apostates and 
slaves. The opportunity of vindi- 
cating his principles, and of proving 
that they were tnose of his soul, not 
merely of his lips, was soon afforded 
to him. Apelles, a royal oflScer, ar- 
rived at Modin, to enforce the edict 
for abolishing the religion and laws 
of the Jews. He first applied to 
Mattathias, the man whose priestly 
birth and high moral character gave 
him the first rank in the place, and 
the influence of whose example 
would insure willing obedience to the 
decree of Antiochus. Threats and 
promises were alike resorted to by 
Apelles, but in vain. JVIattathias 
nobly replied, that, though every 
other person submitted, he would 
rather die than forsake the laws 
of the great God of Israel,* and 
exhorted his five sons to follow his 
example. The altercation which 
ensued became aggravated by an 
apostate, who, in the presence of his 
indignant countrymen, sacrificed to 
the idols whose worship the royal 
decree commanded. He fell by the 
hand of Mattathias ; Apelles himself 
and his attendants were attacked 
and slain, and the men of Modin re- 
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tired to the mountains. Many true and 
zealous Jews joined them, and rallied 
round the standard of freedom which 
Mattathias and his sons erected. 
Success attended their undertakings, 
which were conducted with equal 
enterprise and discretion. For a 
time Mattathias and his followers lay 
hidden in the mountain fastnesses ; 
and, as opportunity offered, attacked 
the towns, destroyed the heathen 
altars, enforced circumcision, re- 
established synagogues for public 
worship, and drove off such of the 
king's officers as were appointed to 
enforce idolatry. 

The venerable Mattathias did not 
long survive these first successes. 
Dying, he entrusted the command to 
the most valiant of his sons, Judas 
surnamed ^IDD, " Maccabseus." It is 
supposed this name was given from 
the inscription of his banner, the ini- 
tials of the words *'rTOi?«lTlOD^D, 
'* Who is like unto thee among 
the Gods, O Lord? " (l^xodus xv. 
11.) The new leader proved himself 
well worthy of the paternal confi- 
dence, and fully equal to the exigen- 
cies of those stirring times. Having 
tried his soldiers by many gallant 
adventures, surprising many cities 
which he garrisoned and fortified, as 
places of refuge to his oppressed 
brethren, Judas at length determined 
to meet the enemy in the field. 
ApoUonius, Governor of Samaria, 
who marched against him, was to- 
tally defeated. He him^elf fell in 
single combat with Judas, who took 
his sword as a trophy, which ever 
after he used in battle. Seron, Go- 
vernor of Coelo-Syria, was next de- 
feated by Judas with great slaughter. 

Antiochus, informed that the peo- 
ple whom he had so long oppressed 
with impunity had at length been 
goaded into resistance, sent forth a 
formidable army of forty thousand 
foot and seven thousand horse. Jn 
their train came numerous slave- 
merchants ; for the royal will of An- 
tiochus had decided that the con- 
quered Jews should be sold, in order 
to replenish his exhausted treasuries. 
To meet this formidable host, Judas 
could number but six thousand fol- 
lowers. In strict conformity with 
the commands of the law, he pro- 
claimed that whosoever had married 



wives, planted vineyards, built 
houses, or was fearful, should retire.* 
Half his forces availed themselves of 
the permission. With those few who 
remained,the consummate generalship 
of Judas, under providence, obtamed , 
a decisive victory. The rich booty 
of the camp fell into the hands of 
the Jews, who, with just retribution, 
sold for slaves as many of the slave* 
merchants as they coiild find. Nu- 
merous other battles were fought 
with similar good success. The next 
year the king's lieutenant, Lysias, 
appeared in person at the head of 
sixty thousand foot and five thousand 
horse. Judas marched forth to meet 
him at the headof ten thousand Jews, 
defeated him, and forced him to re- 
treat 

Thus triumphant, victors in every 
well-contested field, Judas and his 
gallant followers entered Jerusalem. 
Freedom of conscience, and the un- 
disturbed worship of their God, had 
been the potent motives which made 
them draw the sword against their 
haughty and bigotted oppressors. 
Crowned with success, they now pre- 
pared to restore that worship to its 
ancient purity and splendour. They 
found the gates of the temple burnt, 
and the sanctuary abandoned ; shrubs 
and weeds covered the courts, and 
desolation had spread its ruthless 
hand over every part of the splendid 
pile. With tearful eyes, but heart- 
felt gratitude, Judas and his men 
commenced the task of repairing, 
cleansing, and consecrating the sa- 
cred buildings. The holy utensils, 
the table of shew-bread, tne candle- 
sticks, and the altar of incense, all 
pure gold, were made anew, and re- 
placed in the sanctuary; and the 
temple was again inaugurated, on the 
twenty-fifth day of the third month, 
precisely three years after its profa- 
nation and. pillage by Antiochus. 
The Talmud (treatise. Sabbath, chap, 
ii ) relates, that when every prepara- 
tion for the ^inauguration was com- 
pleted, no consecrated oil could be 
found for the sacred lights ; and the 
scrupulous Judas justly feared to 
contaminate the, purity of the tem- 
ple by using oil which had been de- 
filed by idolaters. In this strait, a 
small jar of oil, with the seal of a 
• Deut. XX. 5-8. 
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fonner High Priest, still inviolate, 
was found ; and though the quantity 
which itj contained was barely suffi- 
cient once to light the sacred lamps. 
Jet, by the special blessing of the 
^eity, it proved sufficient for the 
consumption of a whole week; 
during which period new oil was ob- 
tained, and consecrated. In honour 



of this manifestation of the divine 
blessing, we burn the lights of m^yn, 
or, ** the inauguration /' while our 
prayers and thanksgivings convey 
our gratitude to the Most High, who 
nerved the arms of his servants, and 
saved his people from extermination 
or apostasy. 



VI. COMMENTARIES ON HOLY WRIT.* 

FROM THE PpHD, OR "GATHERER," (an Hebrew Monthly Journal^ published 
at Konig8bergy)for the month Adar Rishon 6548 (Feb. 1788 ) Article, On 
future Rewards and Punishments, by Naphtali Hertz Wessely, Folio 160. 

'* And snrely your Wood of your lives will I require, at the Land of every beast will I 
require it," 8cc. (Genesis ix. 6.) 



This is one of the most obscure 
and difficult passages in Scripture. 
Why should the blood of man be 
required from the brute beast, which 
is not gifted with reason ? Further : 
As, agreeably.to the ordinary reading, 
and like wise to tradition, the first 
part of the verse denounces suicide, 
and the second part homicide, the 
«nn5n« (the period) ought to have 
been after the word U^I^^W, *'will I 
require," where the sentence ends ; 
instead of which it is placed after 
the word I^U^I'TH, "will I require 
it.'* Moreover, it is a sjirprising 
fact, that wherever in Holy Writ we 
find the word n^H, (here rendered 
** beast,") as applied to the animal 
or brute creation, it is always in 
conjunction with the word riDili, 
"brute," or WD\ "reptile," or »qi)>, 
" bird ; " and if none of these words 
accompany it, the expression is either 
fl«n rvn, "beasts of the earth." or 
mwn n^n, "beasts of the field," or 
"^^ in^n, " beasts of the forest," or 
nin irn, "a wild beast." But 
where no adjunct accompanies the 
word rrn, it invariably r.'lates to the 
soul of man, except m the present 
instance, where it stands by itself 
without any adjunct — but neverthe- 
less is made to refer to the brute 
creation. 

In order to explain all these appa- 
rent difficulties, I am of opinion, 

• We have been favoured with this trans- 
lation by an erudite correspondent, to whom 
we take this opportunity of returning our 
best thanks. — Edit. 



that in this passage the meaning in- 
tended to be conveyed is precisely 
similar to that of all other instances 
where the word ITn occurs by itself 
without any adjunct ; and that con- 
sequentlv by it is meant the soul of 
man. This removes at once every 
difficulty and obscurity ; the passage 
becomes perfectly intelligible, and 
the translation very different from 
its present rendering. Should, how- 
ever, the question arise: "As the 
first part of the verse denounces the 
punishment of the suicide, how can 
that punishment be inflicted on a 
senseless inanimate corpse ? " 1 re- 
ply. The Sacred Scriptures proceed 
to tell you, without stop or intermis- 
sion, " from every soul will I require 
it." Although, by the act of the 
suicide, life is become extinct, and 
the tie between body and soul de- 
stroyed, still the soul survives, and 
"from then^n soul will I require it." 
And this soul is now justly called 
•T^n, '*livin<?" or " imperishable," 
because it no longer performs its 
functions within a perishable body. 
The bViniriM, or period, is, accord- 
ing to this rendering, justly placed 
where it ought to be, most distinctly 
marking the first part of the verse 
relating to suicide, which it separates 
fron) the second part relating to 
homicide. And, moreover, we have 
the satisfaction to find in the Sacred 
Scriptures this early and perfect 
indication of a punishment to the 
soul after death, and the necessary 
sequitur, — its immortality and future 
reward. S. H., sen. 
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To the Editor of the Hebrew Review, 

Sir, — CoNSiDBRiNQ that " Thb Hbbrbw Rbvibw" is especially calcu- 
lated to arouse the Israelites to a due sense of their own dignity, your 
pages, I feel assured, will be open to every sincere lover of bis people, 
who may feel desirous, to the best of his ability, to assist you in your 
laudable endeavours. 

If you consider the article sent herewith deserving of insertion, I trust 
it will be indulgently received by your readers ; it being sent you merely 
as an incentive to other and more able hands to take up the pen in this 
good cause. I am. Sir, Yours very respectfully, 

2dthDec., 1834. A.A.L. 



I. ON THE CHARACTERISTIC TRAITS IN THE COUNTENANCE 
AND BEARING OF NATIONS, ARISING FROM MORAL 

CAUSES. 



Among the many circumstances 
that might be brought forward to 
prove that man was intended for the 
social state, there is none, perhaps, 
of a more conclusive nature than 
the amazing flexibility of his coun- 
tenance, and the significant gestures 
and action of his body, by means 
of which his internal emotions are 
made manifest to his fellow-men. 

The works of the creation afford 
ample proofs that nothing has been 
made in vain ; and the faculty of 
exhibiting, b^ external signs, that 
which is passmg within him, would 
have been given to man to little pur- 
pose, had ne been destined to lead 
a solitary life. That it formed part 
of his nature from the beginning, is 
evident from the first pair endea- 
youring, in vain, to avoid the search- 
in|^ eye of their Maker, from a con. 
sciousness that their disobedience 
would be betrayed by the troubled 
countenance, the downcast eyes, 
and the drooping head of guilt and 



shame, which had succeeded to the 
calm countenance and erect posture 
of innocence. 

The sentence pronounced upon 
Cain, that he should be " a fugitive 
and a vagabond in the earth," affords 
another early proof that this facidty 
of the human countenance was 

S' ven to serve as the index of his soul, 
e shuns the society of men, and 
fears that " every one that findeth 
him will slay him," because he is 
conscious that his very countenance 
would betray him as the guilty ho- 
micide. 

That the moral qualities of man 
are considered to be indicated by the 
expression of his countenance, and 
even by his carriage and deport* 
ment, needs no other proof than the 
incontestable fact, that almost every 
one is apt to form to himself an opi- 
nion of the character and disposi- 
tion of other men, by those external 
signs. Nothing is more common 
than to say of a man, '' He has a 
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noble bearing ; " of another, " He 
i8 of a benevolent disposition, it is 
stamped on his countenance;" of 
one, that he evinces not a particle of 
pride, whilst the countenance of 
another is said to beam with every 
virtue. And if we refrain from ut- 
tering opinions which the manifesta- 
tion of qualities of an opposite 
nature are calculated to impress 
upon us, it is^ in obedience to that 
charitable precept which teaches us 
to speak all the good we know or 
perceive, and to abstain from pro- 
claiming the defects and weaknesses 
of our fellow- men. 

These impressions being almost 
always sudden and involuntary, 
shows that they arise from no other 
cause than the effect produced by 
the expression of the countenance, 
and the bearing of the person thus 
judged ; and were it not founded in 
nature, the painter would be em- 
ployed in portraying falsities, and 
creations of his own imagination, 
instead of truths and realities, when, 
in the expression of the countenance, 
and in the gestures and action of the 
body, he endeavours, with his pencil, 
to convey an idea of the passions 
and feelings which actuate ^the per- 
sonages whom he represents to our 
view. 

We are stating a fact, and are not 
to be understood as inculcating, that 
external appearances are to be made 
the rule for one man's judging of 
another : This, as appears from what 
has gone before, is clearly not our 
intention. It is in fact our duty, to 
suspend our judgment, and even to 
endeavotu- to control impressions 
that are unfavourable to our fellow- 
men, until we examine further. Yet 
it is undeniable, that this faculty of 
giving and receiving impressions by 
external signs serves many useful 
and even beneficent purposes; for, 
. whilst we are compelled, sometimes 
as if instinctively, to put ourselves 
on our guard agamst sinister api>ear- 
ances, let it not be forgotten in how 
many more instances we are drawn 
to love and respect our fellow-crea- 
tures, and to sympathize with them, 
by this same mode of judging from 
external signs, and before we can 
have ascertained by other proofs that 
they are deserving of either. 



It detracts nothing from our posi- 
tion, if it be said that " man pos- 
sesses likewise the faculty of dis- 
sembling or concealing his internal 
emotions : " The very fact of his 
endeavouring to do so, is a confir- 
mation that, without such an effort, 
they would be betrayed by his coun- 
tenance. No one need strive to hide 
the expression of his good qualities ; 
the effort, then, when made, must be 
to suppress the expression of such 
as are bad : To succeed in this, and 
for a continuance, is confessedly all 
arduous task, in which few attain an 
unenviable perfection ; for the mask 
will slip aside, in spite of every 
effort) and the true character will be 
perceived behind it : So much 
stronger is nature than art ! 

Thus every man is, in a great 
measure, able to make himself 
acceptable to his fellow-men, even at 
first sight; not by putting on the 
semblance of virtues which he does 
not possess, or by endeavouring to 
suppress the expression of vices to 
which he is addicted, but by sin- 
cerely and assiduously cultivating 
every virtue that ennobles his nature, 
and carefully abstaining, not onlv 
from those vicious courses which 
degrade him below the brute crea- 
tion, but likewise from admitting 
into his breast those low passions 
and feelings which deteriorate from 
kis nature, such as his Creator in- 
tended it should be. By such a 
course, a countenance to which 
nature has denied her favours, be- 
comes more pleasing and acceptable 
to us, than the most perfectly-formed 
features indicating habits of a con- 
trary description. 

But what is man, with all his pre- 
eminence ? Helpless on first coming 
into the world, he appears in afi 
stages of his existence, and to the 
very period when his eyes close upon 
the present scene, to need the foster- 
ing care of a parent. How shall 
nan know which paths to tread, 
which to shun ? How shall he teach 
himself, or from what fellow-man 
will he learn, to develope the intri* 
cacies of his own heart, and to guard 
against the assaults of his self-love, 
his passions, and his appetites ? In- 
struction he needs in all these ; and 
instruction, as it is good or bad> or. 
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«8 the good is followed or neglected, 
will form his character. This, being 
no less true with nations than with 
individuals, has caused the distin- 
guishing traits of nations to be 
ascribed to the effects produced by 
their climate, their soil, manners, 
customs, and government, respec 
lively. 

The enumerating of these causes 
without classing them, as on a first 
view it might seem proper to do, 
into such as are calculated more es- 
pecially to affect either the physical 
or moral character of nations, ap- 
pears to intimate the close connejcion 
which it is understood subsists be- 
tween the mind and the body, and 
thus neither can wholly escape being 
affected by any cause which operates 
on the other. Thus, though the 
stature, complexion, peculiar form 
of the head, the eyes, &c., of the 
human frame are more strictly refer- 
able to the physical causes, — climate 
and soil ; yet the moral causes, — man- 
ners, custom, and government, which 
operate more directly on the moral 
character of man, — have no small 
influence on his ba^dy likewise, and 
inore especially on the expression of 
his countenance and his bearing. 

It is not to our purpose to discuss 
the effects of physicd causes : We 
are to deal only with those which 
affect the expression of the counte- 
nance and the bearing of the body. 
Such are the moral causes. 

The manners and customs of a 
wjbole people may be taken as a fair 
criterion of their morals ; and their 
iporals, it will not be disputed, are 
greatly influenced by the laws which 
govern them. 

When the laws enforce virtue and 
denounce vice, their observance not 
only promotes the moral perfection 
of the people, but, if there is any 
trufh in our proposition, they must 
likewise impress their beneficial 
effects on their countenance and 
bearing ; and the reverse to this may 
be assumed. Thus, whilst one na- 
tion is distinguished by an erect body 
and noble mien, another is marked 
by a crouching carriage and ignoble 
countenance. One people evinces a 
mild and patient character, whilst 
another exhibits a fierce and impa- 
tient spirit. History confirms the 

2 E 



truth of these observations. The 
expressioii of countenance and bear- 
ing of the Greeks and Romans was 
very different in the more virtuous 
periods of their history from that 
which they exhibited in their decline. 

The manners, customs, and go- 
vernment of most European nations, 
and consequently their morals, assi- 
milate so nearly in many points, 
that the natives of each are not now 
so easily distinguishable as they were 
some centuries ago ; and this, instead 
of disproving, more strongly corro- 
borates, our position ; for, the same 
moral causes operating, are seen to 
produce the same effects on the cha- 
racteristic traits of these nations. 
Yet shades still exist; in some 
they are broad and strong; in 
others, less defined and marked 
by a fainter outline, they lequire 
a more experienced eye to discern 
them : But even these may be dis- 
covered, and are referable to the 
still prevailing shades in the man- 
ners, customs, and government of 
the respective nations. 

But if we remove out of Europe, 
the effects of the moral causes are 
more striking. A Turk, a Chinese, 
an Indian, and an African,* offer, in 
the expression of their several coun- 
tenances, and in their deportment, 
an evidence of the truth of our posi- 
tion. 

From what has preceded it will be 
inferred, that the wisest and most 
beneficent lawgiver is he who lays 
down such laws as are calculated to 
raise the moral and physical qualities 
of man to the utmost perfection 
which he is [capable of attaining in 
his present state. Such a code of 
laws necessarily implies a legislator 
intimately acquainted ivith man's 
nature, the numerous relations in 
which he will be placed, what he 
ought to shun and what to cherish. 
And this knowledge would not avail 
him without the ability likewise to 
provide for every case tnat can possi- 
bly arise. 

Now, so apparently conflicting are 
the interests of mankind, the 
feelings arising from self-love are 
seemingly so much at variance with 

* The two last are Inclnded, because we 
are adverting to moral and not physical 
causes. 
2 
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many of our duties as members of 
the social state, and so difficult is it 
to assign wise limits even to our vir- 
tues, as well as to those appetites and 
passions which have been given to 
man for the wisest and most benevo- 
lent purposes, that no human legis- 
lator ever has been, or ever will be, 
found so presumptuous as to pretend 
to be capable of reconciling sdl these 
apparently jarring elements, and of 
reducing them to order and a beauti- 
ful harmony. ' 

He only who created man, and 
who knows the inmost recesses of 
his heart and thoughts, could pre- 
pare for him such a code of laws, 
D^ the observing of which these 
discrepancies would vanish, and 
his nature be raised to its proper 
dignity. 

The utter insufficiency of man to 
form such a code of laws, offers one 
of the strongest arguments in sup- 

Eort of the truth of revelation. For 
ow much less care of him, than of 
the brute creation, would it not have 
argued, had man, amidst so many 
conflicting passions and interests, 
been left without that instruction 
which he so much needs, and which 
he himself is incapable of affording ? 
The brutes can neither make them- 
selves better nor worse than they 
have been created : They obey their 
respective instincts and perform their 
parts with scarcely any will of their 
own. But with man it is different : 
Created from the first a free-agent 
and a responsible being, he was 
allowed the power to choose between 
obedience and disobedience. The 
lesson afforded at the very outset of 
his history teaches us that man is 
not all-sufficient in himself for attain- 
ing the perfection of his nature ; that 
without the guidance and instruction 
of his Maker he would too frequently 
use his free-agency to his own detri- 
ment : And, even now that a full in- 
struction has been vouchsafed, we 
have presented to our eyes every 
day the melancholy effects of man's 
repeated disobedience. 

Human lawgivers appeaf to be 
chiefly occupied in framing laws for 
augmenting the power and wealth of 
their respective communities; and 
those laws, often detrimental to other 
nations^ have likewise too frequently 



proved injurious to the moral cha- 
racter of their own people. 

It is only through Divine Laws 
that man can attain to his proper 
dignity and perfection. They alone 
can promote the happiness and wel- 
fare of the whole human race, with- 
out inflicting evil upon any ; and it 
is their exclusive character to be cal- 
culated for all people, for all ages, 
and for all places. It may assuredly 
then be affirmed, that, in proportion 
only as human laws are based on the 
immutable laws of the Deitv, will 
they be calculated to promote tne true 
happiness of a people, and to impress 
them with a moral character. 

From the foregoing premises we 
are led to conclude Uiat no people 
ought to exhibit a more noble bearing, 
or an aspect more expressive of vir- 
tuous habits and elevated sentiments, 
than the people to whom the Deity 
Himself vouchsafed to be the Legis- 
lator. It is impossible, on carefully 
examining the tendency of those 
laws, not to perceive how well their 
observance is calculated to raise man 
to the highest perfection which his 
present state is capable of attaining. 
There is no virtue, no good feeling, 
that is not enforced; no vice, no 
weakness, that is not denounced. 
That command, especially, which 
renders it imperative upon every 
Israelite to study profoundly his law, 
to have always before his eyes the 
wise and beneficent precepts which 
it contains, in order that his conduct 
in every particular may be conformed 
to them, joined to the habit of con- 
stantly dwelling on the sublime truths 
which he finds in almost every page 
of the sacred volume, it must be con- 
fessed, is eminently calculated, not 
only to render them truly good, but 
to extend their beneficent effects on 
the aspect and bearing of the whole 
nation, if it be admitted that virttlbus 
habits of mind and action have any 
influence at all on the external ap- 
pearance of man. 

Let us see how far this opinion 
agrees with what we find in the 
Scriptures themselves. Moses, when 
enforcing upon the people the ol^ 
servance of the laws and statutes 
which their God had given them, 
says, that, among other good effects, 
" The Lord will take away from tkee 
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all sickness, and will put none of the 
evil diseases of Egypt which thou 
knowest upon thee." (Deut. viii. 15.) 
Again : " Ye are the children of the 
Lord your God: Ye shall not cut 
yourselves, nor make any baldness 
Detween your eyes for the dead : For 
thou art a holy people unto the Lord 
thy God, and the Lord hath chosen 
thee to be a peculiar people unto 
himself above all the nations of the 
earth." (Deut. xiv. 1, 2.) We might 
refer likewise to the great care 
evinced for enforcing cleanliness, 
choice of wholesome meats, modera- 
tion in the use of them, the govern- 
ment and regulation of the appetites 
and passions, the practice of benefi- 
cence, charity, duty and reverence to 
Earents, and respect to the hoary 
ead ; and if there could have existed 
a doubt that among other more im- 
portant effects, the observance of 
these excellent laws and precepts 
would impress their beneficent cha- 
racter on the aspect and bearing of 
the whole nation, Moses puts it out 
of all question when he tells them, 
"Keep therefore and do them ; for 
this is your wisdom and your under- 
standing in the sight of the nations, 
which shall hear all these statutes, 
and say. Surely this great nation is a 
wise and understanding people." 
(Deut. iv. 6.) And that he meant 
their effects should be seen in their 
personal appearance, may be further 
perceived by his warning them of 
the consequences which would attend 
their non-observance of their laws. 
For, among other denouncements, he 
declares, '*And thou shalt become 
an astonishment, a proverb, and a 
by-word among all nations, whither 
the Lord shall lead thee." (Deut. 
xxviii. 370 *'And thy life shall 
hang in doubt before thee ; and thou 
shalt fear day and night, and shalt 
have none assurance of thy life. In 
the morning thou shalt say. Would 
God it were even ! and at even thou 
shalt say, Woidd God it were morn- 
ing! for the fear of thine heart 
wherewith thou shalt fear, and for 
the sight of thine eyes which thou 
shalt see." (Deut: xxviii. 66, 67.) 

What further proofs do we require 
than these instances, to convince us 
that it has been ordained that moral 
causes should produce their effects 



on the aspect and bearing even of a 
whole people? When pursuing a 
virtuous course, it is predicted, that 
they would command the admiration 
ana respect of other nations; but 
that a contrary course should bring 
upon them contempt and reproach. ' 

There is a remarkable feature in 
the laws given to the Israelites which 
is peculiar to them, (for it is not 
found in the laws of any other peo- 
ple,) and deserves the greatest con- 
sideration: Their code contains at 
once, — their civil jurisprudence, — 
their criminal laws, — their religious^ 
creed, rites, ceremonies, and observ-' 
ances, as well as all their moral pre- 
cepts. All these are intermingled in 
the same code, and their observance 
is made a duty towards their Creator, 
as well as towards their fellow-men. 

An Israelite, after undergoing the 

Eunishment directed by the law to 
e inflicted upon him by his fellow- 
men, for infringing apy of its sta- 
tutes, had still to make his peace 
with his Maker. His fellow-men 
were to be satisfied with the inflict- 
ing of the punishment awarded ; but 
his offended God could be propitiated 
only by his contrition and by of- 
ferings in token of his penitence. 
This combinination of their civil 
and criminal laws with their reli- 
gious creed and ordinances, must 
have always operated powerfully on 
the Jewish people ; and, if carefully 
examined, it would probably be 
found to have proved the great means 
through which they themselves have 
been preserved as a nation to the 
present day, and in possession of 
the law which was given them at the 
very time when they were first con- 
stituted a nation. 

We shall next have to advert to 
the effects of this peculiar feature 
in their laws upon the Israelites, 
when dwelling in their own country ; 
upon them as the children of the 
captivity in Babylon and its pro- 
vinces ; and upon the children of 
the dispersion, from the period of 
the destruction of their second tem- 
ple, up to the present time. It may 
then be perceived how it has operated 
hitherto, and is calculated to operate 
hereafter, not only on the moral 
character, but on the aspect and 
bearing, of the Jewish people^ and 
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m MfiUing that promise which was 
nade to them in these wcnrds : 
" When thou passest through the 
waters, I will be with thee; and 
through the rivers, they shdl not 



overflow thee: when thou walkest 
throuffh the fire, thou shalt not be 
burned; neither shall the flame 
kindle upon thee." (Isaiah xliii. 2.) 
A. A. L. 



(To be eontinued.) 

II. THE MISHNA. 

mOXk tOODf Mescheth Aboth : ** thb ethics of ths fathers." 

pi^ p. COMMENTS BT NAPHTALI HIBTS WB8SBLT. 

C Continued from poffe 195.) 

II. Simon the Jnst was the last survivor of the men of the Great Assembly. He 
was in the habit of saying, '< The existence of the world rests upon three things : On the 
law, on worship, and on practical benevolence." 

Trub to the example set bv the Di- tained unto the Lord at the outset of 



vine sages who went before him, our 
instructer does not attempt to explain 
to us the causes which induced Om- 
nipotence to create the world, but 
contents himself with telling us that 
the preservation of the world de- 
pends on the above-mentioned three 
principles ; and that if anv one of 
these were annulled, the hands of 
unity would be broken, and that 
preservation greatly endangered. 
Should, however, the question arise, 
" How can the system of the uni- 
verse and its preservation depend on 
law, worship, and practical benevo- 
lence, or the innumerable animate 
beings owe their continued existence 
to our observance of these three 
principles?" the answer is. Our 
instructer does not intend to tell us, 
that the preservation of the universe 
is connected with our terrestrial law, 
worship, or practical benevolence ; 
but that each part of that system 
owes its preservation to its own pe- 
culiar law, worship, and practical 
benevolence, in the same manner as 
our earth does. The law which we 
obey is the representative of the 
great laws of the universe. It is 
wise, and a type of the superior, in- 
finite, and perfect wisdom with which 
the universe was created and is pre- 
served. Of the law we find it said, 
*' Ye shall be careful and fulfil it ; 
for this is your wisdom and under- 
standing." (Deut. iv. 6.) And of 
creation it is said, '* The Lord has 
founded the earth with wisdom, and 
has confirmed the heavens with un- 
derstanding/' (Proverbs iii. 190 
Wisdom preceded all the works of 
creation, as it is said, ** I apper- 



his path; the first of all his works, 
from yore.** (Proverbs viii. 22.) Con- 
sequently, throughout creation there 
are certain laws, laid down with wis- 
dom. The more exalted creatures 
of other worlds know and obey the 
laws which the Creator has enacted ; 
and are beneficent, inasmuch as they 
perform their duties in the chain of 
creation, the general aim of which is 
benevolent* Their worship corre- 
sponds with their superior mtellect, 
as they unceasingly obey the laws, 
and perform the will, of their Crea- 
tor. Were there any possibility that 
these superior beings could abandon 
or disobey their law, their worship, 
and their obligations of practical 
benevolence, the universal system 
could no longer be preserved; as 
this terrestrifd system could no 
longer be preserved, if man were to 
abandon the observance of law, of 
worship, and of practical benevo- 
lence. The violation of these three 
principles involved mankind in al- 
most general destruction at the time 
of the deluge. The same cause pro- 
duced the same effects, as far as the 
sphere of its operation extended, at 
Sodom, and the cities of the plain. 
Such would likewise have been the 
fate of Nineveh, had not the inha- 
bitants of that city repented and 
amended their ways. Thus it is 
proved, that the preservation of the 
universal system depends on the due 
observance of these three great prin- 
ciples. 

On the Law — By "Law" our in- 
structer does not mean the observance 
of its commands generally, as Uiat is 
comprehended under worship. He 
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likewise does not mean its study ; as 
that study is one of the commands, 
and as such likewise comprehended 
under worship. But he means the 
unceasing inward occupation of the 
heart and mind with this law ; as it 
is written ; ** These words which I 
command thee this day, shall be on 
thy heart." (Deut. vi. 6.) With re- 
ference to this law, the inspired [So* 
lomon saitb, " My son, do not forget 
my law, and let thy heart preserve my 
commandments. Let not mercy and 
truth forsake thee : tie them round 
thy throat, and write them on the 
tablet of thy heart." (Prov. iii. 1—3 :) 
Let my law be within thee, and thou 
wilt then observe m]^ command- 
ments. The hidden wisdom of the 
law is beyond the comprehension of 
man, as it is said, ''Wisdom is hidden 
from the eyes of all that liveth ; God 
(alone) knoweth his own path." (Job 
xxviii. 21—23.) As thus the pene- 
trating into the secrets of the law is 
not given to th« faculties of the soul, 
the Sacred Writer directs us to fasten 
the bands of the law to our minds« 
as'^we clasp an ornament to our 
throats. He further says, " Write 
them on the tablet of thy heart.'* 
As the human heart is generally 
hardened, and obeys but the im- 
pulses of its passions, while, in re- 
spect to the law and obedience to it, 
it is like a stone ; (as the prophet 
says, " I will take away the heart of 
stone from out of your bodies;'* 
Ezek. xi. 13 ;) it is therefore most 
difficult to impress that obedience on 
the human mind, and we are en- 
joined to engrave the precepts of 
the law in our inmost heart, so that 
our stubborn nature may become 
subdued, a new and nobler disposi- 
tion created within us, that we may 
slight the world, its :piride, its plea- 
sures, and its temptations, and con- 
centrate all our wishes and all our 
desires in obedience to the law, and 
in attachment to its great and glo- 
rious Giver : As the Sacred Sing^ei* 
saith, " But in the law of the Lord 
is his desire : and on his law he re- 
flects day and night." (Psalm i. 2.) 
The word n'Tin, " Law," in the 
sense in which it is here used by our 
instructer, implies the whole con- 
nection between man and religion. It 
denotes faith, and sentiments founded 



on truth, and] also points oat our best 
Guide and Teacher, as we v^ often 
find it called in'Holy Writ. Thus the 
meaning of our instructer is. The 
preservation of the world rests on 
the law ; namely, the inward convic* 
tion and contemplation of the essen- 
tial truths of religion. 

On worship— The due observance 
of the commandments both positive 
and negative, which the law enjoins. 
In these are comprised Divine wor- 
ship, prayers, study of the law ; and 
as the more exalted creatures of the 
celestial world unceasingly obey the 
law, and perform the will of their 
Divine Maker, so must we likewise 
in this our terrestrial existence obey 
the law and perform the command- 
ments which are revealed to us : As 
the Psalmist sings, ** Praise the 
Lord, ye his angels, strong in might, 
who perform his commands, to hear 
the voice of his word." (Ps. ciii. 20.) 

On practical benevolence — In using 
these words our instructer does not 
w ish us to understand, that as wor- 
ship refers to our duties towards our 
Creator, so practical benevolence re- 
fers to our duties towards our fel- 
low-men only; for all these duties 
are enjoined by the law; and the 
performance of them is actually 
obeying its commandments^ which, 
as we stated before, is classed under 
worship. His meaning in using 
the words CDnon mb^o:!. which 
we render ** practical bftnevolence," 
is the constant repetition of merc^ 
and graciousness. It is not sum- 
cieni to abide by the precise perform, 
ance of our duties, but likewise, to 
the Txtmost extent in our power, to 
be ourselves, and cause others to be, 
^actuated by benevolent intentions, 
and that not only towards others, 
but towards ourselves individually, 
to whom benevolence is likewise 
due ; as the inspired Solomon says, 
"He who is benevolent to his own foul 
is pious." (Prov. xi. 170 The prac- 
tical benevolence which our instructer 
means is not only the third great prin- 
ciple in itself, but likewise that which 
pervades both law and worship : 
For though these point ont to us a 
precise line of duty, the performance 
of which is imperative, yet the exer- 
cise of om* free-will enaoles us to be 
benevolent to our. own souk, and 
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thus to be pious, by exerting our 
utmost influence and endeavours, on 
all occasions, to animate ourselves 
and our fellow-men with principles 
of true practical benevolence, not 
only in action, but likewise in 
thought ; as we find in a most emi* 
nent degree in the worthies of Holy 
Writ, whose character is held up to 
us as patterns of the greatest perfec 
tion which human virtue can attain. 
In Moses we find devt)tion ; as he 
devoted life and soul to the cause of 
his brethren, when, in his urgent 
prayers for their pardon, he says, 
"It not, blot me out from thy 
book." (Exod. xxxii. 32.) Aaron 
had attained that degree of resigna- 
tion, that when, on the day of his 
inauguration, his two beloved and 
anointed sons were smitten by the 
Lord, "Aaron remained silent." 
(Lev. X. 3.) David was pre-eminent 
for faith and confidence in the Lord ; 
as he says, "Thy servant will go 
and combat this Philistine." (1 Sam. 
xvii. 32.) And many similar instaces 
we find, which are not within the 
precise line of duty enjoined by the 
law, but which are acts of practical 
benevolence towards our own souls. 
Towards our fellow-men there like- 
wise are virtues which exceed the 
precise line of duty ; as, for instance : 
Every community is bound to be 
charitable and to relieve its own 
poor : to be practically benevolent 
is, however, m the power of the 
poorest individual who receives that 
charity. Every man not only can 
but ought to extend his feelings of 
love and kindness towards his fellow- 
men ; he can and ought to strive to 
attain these feelings in a high 
degree, and to evince them on every 
occasion within his reach. He ought 
to devote all his faculties to promote 



the temporal and eternal welfare of 
his neighbours, and to the best of 
his own knowledge to instruct and 
amend them. 

The due observance of the first 
two principles, law and worship, is 
called no«, "truth;" that of the 
last is called non, " mercy." The 
first two are called " truth," because 
they point out that precise line of 
duty to which it is imperative on 
man to adhere. Whereas the last is 
called " mercy," because it surj^ses 
the strict dictates of duty. These 
two attributes of truth and mercy 
are those with which the Deity 
ffovems the universe ; as our teacher 
Moses made known to us: "God, 
gracious and bountiful, long-suflfer- 
ing, full of mercy and truth." (Exod. 
xxxiv. 6.) The preservation of the 
world requires that man should, to 
the utmost of his power, endeavour 
humbly to imitate these two qualities ; 
as Solomon saith, " Let not mercy 
and truth forsake thee." David like- 
wise often mentions these qualities ; 
as, " Thy mercy and thy truth pre- 
serve unto me for ever." (Psalm xl. 
12.) " Let mercy and truth precede 
thy presence." (Psalm Ixxxix. 15.) 
"I will thank thy name for thy 
mercy and thy truth." (Psalm 
cxxxviii.2.) These attributes are thus 
frequently mentioned, as without 
them the universe cannot be pre- 
served. And, therefore, our in- 
structer tells us, that the existence 
of the world rests on the practical 
benevolence, not only of the created, 
but also, and in a more eminent de- 
gree, on that of the Creator. In the 
three principles which our instructer 
lays down are concentrated all reli- 
gion and morality; and in them is 
pointed out what is due to God, to 
man, and to ourselves. 



(To be contintted,) 

III. DIDACTIC POETRY OF THE RABBIES. 

Bechinath Olam : " an investigation into the moral world." 
(Continued from page 196 J 
CHAPTER v.* of no Rvail ; forming hasty projects. 

Behold now a sore evil, almost and a variety of designs, tor the in- 
irremediable : Lo 1 an intelligent crease of trade, and the accumulation 
being, evincing desires for purposes of wealth, to be left on the earth on 
• On the vanity of woildly acquisitions, his translation therefrom, and aban- 
—Trans. doned when he falls ! 
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CHAPTER VI.* 



What may be the portion he can 
personally enjoy of all the labour 
employed for the gratification of his 
corporeal senses, but the gaudy dis- 
play of a luxurious table ? 

Nay, even from this, from the 
store of his treasures, and costlj 
caskets of perfume, acquired with 
trouble and painful exertion, — what 
has he from them all but a transient 
view? whilst they prove snares to 
him, aggrandizing the most base 
faculties of his soul, and enslaving 
the most noble and independent ! 

Whatever this abject band demand 
is complied with ; and of whatever 
they desire they take theii; fill : 

Whereas the lonely and forsaken 
soul is disregarded, left to slumber 
like a dog in hU kennel : 

The wisdom of her lips is unattend- 
ed to, her dictates neglected, and her 
doctrines destroyed, as the flaxen 
thread corrugates with fearful shrink- 
ing on approaching the flame ! 

Is such the act of a wise man? 
Ought so paltry a dish of lentils to 
be deemed an equivalent for the 
noble spiritual birthright ? 

Shall a poor handful of transient 
pleasures afford delight, which will 
produde of grief and trouble a thou- 
sand fold. 

Is it well that the sensual entrails 
be delighted, while the soul is left to 
grieve ? that the corporeal frame be- 
come ruddy with enjoyment, and its 
spiritual inmate be left desolate ? 

What profit has he who, during 
the vision of a night, imagines him- 
self a king, when, at the very sum- 
mit of his power and pride, he awakes, 
and finds it but a dream ? or who 
fancied himself to have become wise 
and full of knowledge, appealed to 
and consulted by assemblies of the 
learned, until he awakes to his form- 
er emptiness and ignorance ? 

Woe to the man of power 1 He 
will faU, and his strong ^arm be 
broken. % 

Woe to such a man ! An arm's 
length of earth will become his inhe- 
ritance ; nor will its precious seed 
be his. 

(To be continued.) 

*,* We omitted last week to state, that we are indebted for the continuation of thii 
ahle translation to the kindness of our learned and much respected correspondent, J, V. O., 
of Liverpool. — £ditor. 

2f 



A STILL greater evil exists in the 
strenuous wishes of the commonalty 
for the swift revolution of time to 
aid the attainment of their desires ; 
when, probably, its arrival, by the 
developement of evil, would incite 
the soul to wish the year and its 
afliictions to have passea away. 

What avails man's watching for 
the events of the night, when in a 
night he may be lost ? or his longing, 
and saying, ** Would it were even- 
ing ! " when, the time arriving, he 
may perish and decay ? 

Why eagerly watch the shadow, 
when at the parting shadows his 
moisture will have departed, and the 
ravenous grasp his treasures ? 

How can he be assured of the con- 
tinued union of his soul with his 
body, when sun-set may prove the 
period of her departure ? 

His hopes are fixed on a cer- 
tain day; on that day he may be 
entombed. 

He is anxious for the completion 
of a period, at its arrival he may be 
shocked bv terrors ; for seasons, 
when his feet may slip; for years, 
when all his arrangements may have 
become altered ; for the sabbatical 
year, when he may be turned fallow 
from the earth ; for the jubilee, 
which may prove a mournful time : 

Why is the soul so panting for 
time, when age may bring contempt 
and contumely ? and why expect 
otherwise than to be stricken with- 
out mercy ? 

Why then hast thou not taken 
this to heart, in attempting to leap 
from the beginning to the end of the 
year in the twinkling of an eye ? 

And devoted as thou art to the 
earth as thou oughtest to be to God, 
so*dost thou wish to slip by time ; 
but thou must leave it for the 
grave. 

Surely all this is nought but per- 
verseness of heart. 

* On misuse and miscalculation of time. 
— Trans. 
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IV. METAPHYSICS AND PHILOSOPHY OF THE RABBIES. 

Sepher Ikkarim : "book op principles:" by r. Joseph albo. 
( Continued from page 202. ) 



DIVISION III. CHAPTER I. 

As MAN in bis nature and intel-. 
lectual capacity ranks above all otber 
animate beings on eartb, be is %be 
most important and perfect of all tbe 
lower creation. Tbat bis nature is 
more exalted tban tbat of all otber 
animals, is proved by his producing 
manifold and contrary effects. That 
bis jintellectual capacities exceed 
those of otber animals^ is proved by 
bis*variou3 inventions, skilful arts, 
and sage industr}'. And although 
otber animals have less wants, or 
need of adventitious protection, 
tban man ; (as tbat of shade from 
tbe beat of tbe sun, a shelter against 
tbe rain ;) and as their food requires 
no preparation, aliments in their na- 
tural state being adapted for their 
condition and to their means of di- 
gestion ; as, moreover, it appears 
that several animals are gifted with 
a certain degree of skill, as we see 
some ravenous beasts and birds which 
display art and cunning in their at- 
tempts to catch their prey : — ^We 
say, it would, notwithstanding all 
this, be erroneous and unfounded to 
suppose, tbat any otber animals are 
superior in perfection to man, as one 
of tbe ancient philosophers was 
tempted to assert : His opinion was, 
tbat, as animals have fewer wants 
tban man ; as they need tbe aid of no 
others for their speedy conveyance 
from one place to another, their own 
legs being gifted with strength and 
speed ; — as they need no extraneous 
arm8_of defence or offence to combat 
their [foes, tbe weapons with which 
they are endowed by nature being 
such as are best adapted to their 
conformation ; such as horns for tbe 
bull, tusks for the boar, quills for tbe 
porcupine, and a shell for tbe crab ; 
— as they likewise need no raiment, 
nature having^ furnished them witb 
tbe necessary clothing ; and as thus, 
in reference to all their wants, they 
are more simple and better furnished 
by tbe bountiful hand of nature tban 
man is, the opinion of tbat ancient 
philosopher was, that other animals 
are far superior to man, whose wants 



are numberless, and who cannot ex- 
ist unless those wants are satisfied ; 
to do which requires tbe utmost ex- 
ertion of bis skill, ingenuity, and 
labour. But this opinion must, on 
mature reflection, be considered as 
utterly untenable: For we maintain 
tbat tne outward form and conforma- 
tion of all tbat exists, prove a gra- 
dual ascent in tbe scale of terrestrial 
creation, as, at each progressive step 
of tbis ascent, we find tbe species by 
which it is occupied, endowed by na- 
ture witb greater perfection. The first 
form of matter is simple or elemen- 
tary, as tbe germ of its future orga- 
nization : It then developes itself in 
tbe vegetable organization, which is 
the next step of its progress. Ve- 
getable substances form the nourish- 
ment either directly or indirectly of 
all living creatures, and serve to 
develope the animal organization* 
Animsds are, in their turn, subser- 
vient to tbe intellectual creature, 
Man ; who completes tbe scale of 
terrestrial creation. For as every 
movable body is propelled by tb© 
continued impulse proceeding from 
its successive parts, so likewise, in 
the body of creation, each part takes 
its place in the orderly progress, 
for the purpose of being subservient 
to those other parts whicn succeed it : 
And tbis whole progression has but 
one aim ; namely, all tbe va- 
rious forms and conformations to 
whicb matter is appropriated tend 
but to insure the existence of man, 
as every object in nature gradually 
ascends from tbe less to tbe greater 
perfection. In tbis graduated ascent 
we find various intermediate species : 
As, for instance, corallines are tbe 
intermediate species between unor- 
ganized bodies and vegetation. Tbe 
sea-nettle, whicb is only gifted with 
feebng, occupies tbe intermediate 
rank between vegetables and ani- 
mals. The ape occupies tbe inter- 
mediate rank between animals and 
man ; who occupies tbe highest rank 
in tbis scale, because all other earthly 
creatures exist but for him, their 
forms serving but as so many germs 
to his developement, [and in hina 
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all their powers are concentrated. 
Therefore, man is properly called 
" the lord of creation ; " for all 
other animals are subservient to him 
as their ruler, who combines within 
himself all those diiFerent powers, 
arts, skill, and inventive instincts, 
with but one of which every other 
individual species of animals is gene- 
rally gifted. And to him reason, the 
faculties of his understanding, and 
his corporeal formation, supply the 
place of that natural provision with 
which Providence has furnished the 
simple wants of every other animal. 
Thus the hands of man, guided by 
his reason, are found to be equiva- 
lent to the means of oflfence or de- 
fence with which all other animals 
are gifted by nature. Instead of the 
horns of the bull, man makes unto 
himself a spear. Instead of the tusks 
of the boar, man forms a sword for 
himself. Instead of the quills which 
protect the porcupine, he covers his 
body with a coat of mail. Instead 
of the shell which defends the crab, 
he wards off the coming blow with 
his shield. Besides, man possesses 
the additional convenience, that he 
needs not always to be encumbered 
with horns and teeth, or loaded 
with quills, or cased in a shell ; but 
can, at his option, either lay them 
down or resume them. While other 
animals are clothed by nature in 
their respective skins and furs, man 
covers himself with garments suitable 
tb the season, which he alternates to 
meet the summer *s heat and the 
winter's cold. While the beast shel- 
ters in his den, and the bird seeks 
refuge in its nest, man, — gifted with 
reason, and enabled by the formation 
of his hands to execute what reason 
plans, — builds unto himself a stately 
dwelling of hewn stones, furnished 
with windows, which admit the light 
while they exclude the cold, and pro- 
tected bv doors, which, opening to 
receive the welcome visiter, are closed 
against every prying intruder. That 
which the separate instinct of differ- 
ent species enables them to perform, 
man's reason enables him to excel, 
and concentrates in him the varied 
mental powers of each separate race. 
Their best qualities too, which are 
found separately in various animals, 
are all united in man ; as the indus- 



try of the bee or ant, — the tenderness 
ot the dove,— the fidelity of the dog, 
&c. The allegory of our Rabbies 
teaches us, in the Perek Shirah, the 
thanks which each species of animals 
offers to the Creator $ their meaning 
is, that from the natural qualities of 
each class of animals a different 
moral lesson may be deduced, and a 
fresh cause of gratitude to the Crea- 
tor be discovered : And the expres- 
sion which the Rabbies there use, 
t=)nD1« tDnno, " What do they say 
or pronounce ? " is of the same kind 
as, bw Tin3 tDnQDD tD>DU^n, "The 
heavens proclaim the glory of God : ** 
(Psalm xix. 2 :) As the motions of 
the heavenly bodies teach us that 
they receive their impulse from the 
First GTreat Mover, who himself is 
unmoved, and combines omnipotence 
and infinite duration, who is God, — 
blessed be He ! Thus in the Perek 
Shirah we find, (as a few instances 
out of many,) " What do the dogs 
say or pronounce ? * Let us come 
and bow, and kneel, and prostrate 
ourselves before the Lord our 
Maker.' " (Psalm xcv. 6.) As dogs 
are faithful and true to their benefac- 
tor, and grateful according to the 
extent of their capacities ; so it be- 
hoves man. when he contemplates , 
these qualities implanted in them by 
nature, not to neglect the great raorsd 
lesson thus afforded, but to remem- 
ber that he, too, has a Benefactor, to 
whom all faith and gratitude are 
due, to whose boundless goodness 
and mercy he owes his being and 
preservation, and in humble adora- 
tion of whom it is his duty to kneel 
and to pr*08trate himself. Again : 
** What does the ant say ? * He 
giveth food to all flesh ; for his 
* mercy endureth for ever." (Pealm 
cxxxvi. 28.) When man beholds 
this most diminutive creature, which 
sedulously in summer toils, gathers, 
and stores up each solitary g^rain 
that is to preserve it during the win- 
ter season, he is not to neglect the 
moral lesson which even this 
petty creature can afford him: 
Which is, that man, who is gifted 
with reason and understanding, is in 
duty bound to be industrious, and 
not to neglect his avocations : For, 
as our Rabbies expounded these 
words, **That the Lord thy God 
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may bless' thee in all the work of -thy 
liands which thou doest ;" (Deut. xiv. 
29 J Man is not to say, " As God has 
promised blessing and prosperity, 
we may pass our days in idleness^ 
and need not follow or undertake 
any occupation ; " therefore Holy Writ 
adds, " In all the work of thy nands 
which thou doest : " To merit the 
Divine blessing, thou must be in- 
dustrious and active in whatever 
useful pursuit thou undertakest. 
Further : Our Rabbies say, '* If the 
law did not teach us the rights of 
property, we might learn that pre- 
cept from the ant ; as one ant never 
rouB or steals from another what it 
has touched or found." This is con- 
firmed bv the observations of natu- 
ralists, wno have taken a grain away 
from one ant, and afterwards put it 
within reach of another ; but the lat> 
ter, instructed (probably by the 
smell) that it had been already 
touched and appropriated by another 
of her species, passed on without 
touching it. Solomon, who was in- 
timately acquainted with the laws of 
nature, and the instincts of various 
animals, probably alludes to this 
quality of the ant, when he says, 

J Go to the ant, thou sluggard 1 be- 
hold its ways and become wise. It 

■ has neither prince, governor, nor 
ruler. During the summer it pre- 
pares its bread, it gathers its food 
during harvest : " (Prov. vi. 7 — 9.) 
His meaning is, that the sluggard, 
whose vicious idleness leads him to 
violate the rights of property rather 
than to labour for his own support. 



ought to take a lesson of justice and 
industry from the ant, which, — 
although not subject to any prince 
or ruler, whose power punishes trans- 
gressors, nor controlled by the fear 
of .laws and the shame of disrepute, 
— nevertheless, by the force of it» 
laudable habits of industry, is taught 
to respect the property of others, and 
not to violate their rights. Again : 
"What does the dove say? 'My 
dove is in the clefts of the rock.*'* 
(Cant. ii. 12.) Israelites are assimi- 
lated to a dove, because faithful ten- 
derness is found in the dove ; as it 
is said in the Medrash Chaseth, " As 
the turtle-dove i» tender, so likewise 
is the congregation of Israel. As 
the turtle-dove, when once united to 
her mate, does not abandon him 
for any other ; so likewise the Israel- 
ites, having once acknowledged the 
Lord, do not abandon him for any 
other." These qualities, which are 
found singly in various animals, and 
from which man may deduce moral 
lessons, are, however, all to be found 
combined within himself, in accord- 
ance with his physical superiority 
and mental perfection. Therefore, 
as we said before, man ranks higher 
than any other terrestrial creature,, 
and is superior to them in power and 
perfection. His wisdom and under- 
standing render him the Lord of this 
lower world; as it is said, **Thou 
madest him the ruler of the works 
of thy hand ; thou hast laid all 
things submissive at his feet.'* 
(Psalm viii. 70 



{JTdbe continued.^ 

To the Editor of the Hebrew Review. 

Sir, — To you, whose object is to make known and render ^imiliar 
the merits of th#- Hebrew writers, the enclosed verses may be, perhaps, 
acceptable. They are translated from Rabbi Naphtali Hertz Wessely's 
beautiful poem, the n^«Qn >"i>tl^,* " Songs of Glory," to which they are 
the introduction. Sensible that they can impart but a very faint idea 
of the style and composition of that immortal author, I am only induced 
to bring them under your notice by my wish to show to your Christian 

* rrwDn n'V, ** Son^s of Gloiy,'' an epic poem in eighteen cantos, by Napthtali Hertz 
Wessely: Prague, 1809, (6669,) in 8vo. This, the most beautiful Hebrew composition 
of latter times, embodies the History of £xodu» until the giving of the law at Sinai. 
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readers, that the varied talents of the writers of our nation are not con- 
fined to moral and religions subjects. I am. Sir, 

4, Bury-street^ St. Mary Axe^ Yours very obediently, 

Dec, 29tk, 1834. E. N. 



EPIC POETRY OF THE HEBREWS. 

Glorious in might, thy dwelling high and grand, 
O God, all springs from thy creative hapd. 
Ethereal spirits, from all substance free. 
Arose at thy command, derived their life from thee. 
• Things high and low thou boldest in thy span : 
O, fearful God, then what to thee is man. 
That thou shoiildst search his heart, explore his views. 
And, gracious, midst his race an habitation choose ? 

In Eden's garden, planted by thy care. 
Thou bad'st him, placed there, to share 
Eternal life and bliss, with sense to know 
The joys which e'er from boundless wisdom flow. 
Had he obey'd, these had he now possess'd : 
He sinn'd ; yet, driven from his place of rest, 
Thou neither him nor his didst quite reject : 
Thy glorious name thou gav'st, the righteous to protect. 

But when the earth itself corrupted grew 
By man's foul deeds, thou, righteous to pursue. 
Didst cut him off ; thy cup of wrath was still 
With mercy sweeten* a, whilst, released from ill. 
The righteous thou didst set apart, to save 
From the wild rush of the destructive wave : 
Blessed by thee, protected from the flood. 
Both Noah and his sons unhurt before thee stood. 

Evil increas'd again with men's increase ; 
Their erring passions robb'd their hearts of peace. 
All moral rules they broke with scornful pride, . 
Until, confused their speech, each tum'd aside 
And track'd the earth ; which dark as night had grown. 
Had not the glorious light of Abraham shone. 
Taught men the Tolly of their idol-creieds. 
And, wond'ring, to behold their mighty Maker's deeds. 

The heavenly firmament, the starry maze. 
Proclaim aloud thy never-ending praise ; 
So did this pious sage aloud thy grace declare, 
Teach men to raise to thee the supplicating prayer ; 
To know that here, created not in vain. 
By practis'd virtues, it is theirs to gain 
A state of endless life, a good degree. 
From earthly cares and griefs, from earthly pleasures, free. 
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For after-years to him thou wast reveaTd, 
With him alone thy covenant was seal'd, 
Thou chosedst him with thy benignant grace, 
From all his father s house : And, childless yet, his race 
Mad'st holy to thyself: Their future weal and woe, 
Their joys and griefs, permittedst him to know ; 
And in a vision, clear of view, to see 
The wondrous things to come, the deep futurity. 

In his old age thy wonders still appear : 
Isaac bom to him in his hundredth year, 
When Sarah ninety transient years had seen I 
He, as a saxjrifice, had nearly been 
Consumed upon thy altar ; had not thy 
Angel of mercy, with arresting cry. 
Caff d to his father, " This has only been 
Thy piety to prove, which now is clearly seen." 

The perfect saint, protected by thy love, 
Endow'd by thee with worth and force above 
The strength of angels, whom, unknowing, he 
Compelled to own his might, was Isaac's progeny. 
To hmi thou cam'st at Bethel, when he paid 
The vows which in affliction s time he made ; 
And blessing him with happiness and fame. 
From Jacob unto Israel thou didst change his name. 

Thy chosen people whom thou e'er didst tend, 
The tribes of God, those men of fame, descend 
From righteous Israel, the lasting vine 
Round which the healthy tendrils clinging twine. 
Joseph, the branch most fruitful of them all. 
When envious blasts and hatred caus'd his fall, 
Thou didst to Egypt send, rais'd from the pit, 
O'er nations' fates to rule, on kingly thrones to sit. 

Then o'er their hearts were bonds fraternal spread, 
By thee united : no more did the dread 
Of famine or of want disturb the mind 
Of Joseph's brethren ; for they found him kind, 
And of their deeds forgetful. Jacob went 
* With all his house to Egypt ; and, content. 

There found his son, bless'd by the Power Divine. 
Whose promises, O God, so lasting are as thine ? 

When Israel's sons reach'd the' Egyptian states. 
To them each city gladly ope'd its gates, 
Gave them the fruitful lands and fields po share : 
Where, bless'd with ease and riches, void of care. 
In numbers and in strength they daily grew. 
Then rose a mighty nation from the few 
Who, for their wants once seeking to provide. 
Now safe amidst the shelt'ring tents of Ham reside. 
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Sudden the gloom of night 6'erspread their day : 
Lost was their power, their minds to grief a prey : 
The flock thou guardest found their lot was chang'd ; 
And Ham's wild sons, hy hate and wrath estranged, 
Their former friends to harm and injure sought. 
Foul arts they tried, and racked each evil thought, 
Plotting such measures as they might employ, 
With savage cruelty and rage, thy people to destroy. 

The seed which in the earth despis'd lies low, 
At length springs forth ; and then its hlossoms hlow, 
Producing fruit. So was it with thy vine. 
Thy heauteous plant ; at times laid low, supine, 
Like to the thorn ; at times when faded, dried 
Away in strength, to thee thy people cried, 
Lnploring aid ; and, looking on their grief. 
Thou didst from heaven, in mercy, grant desir d relief. 

Thence on thy servant were thy glories shed ; 
With majesty thou crownedst Moses* head ; 
Through him the' oppressor, who, in savage pride. 
Destroyed thy vineyard, durst thyself deride. 
Was judg'd and punish'd ; taught to know the might 
Of God Supreme, who, from the loftiest height 
Of realms celestial, with an outstretched arm. 
Preserved his chosen race from all impending harm. 

This to my hrethren loudly to declare 
I humbly wish. Hear then, O God ! my prayer ! 
Deign, O Protecting Might ! my fond desire 
, To aid, and from thy pure ethereal fire 

Some sparks of light upon my soul to throw. 
Though form'd of clay, incomparably low. 
Thy grace emboldens me to urge my prayer. 
Which never is withheld from those who seek thy care. 

Thou Good to all! the Spirit of thy grace 
Is pour d on all that seek thee. Let me trace 
The steps through which thou lead'st me in the way 
To thy law's chambers ; there to me display 
The endless stores of knowledge, which the mind 
Thirsts to discover ; as it joys to find 
The only sources of man's good below : 
And let me, O my Gt)d ! those secret sources know. 

Guide thou my thoughts, and make my lips essay 
To sing thy praises in my simple lay. 
Whilst I thy boimdless wisdom's sea explore. 
And gather up the gems which strew its shore, 
Whilst I admire its depths and wide expanse. 
Where new-found wonders every sense entrance, 
My course the rushing waves would oft impede ; 
Direct and lead me on, my present Help in need ! 
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Then shall the hearer of my song he hiest, 
From sorrow's heavy load his mind shall rest. 
As the faint lamp again gleams forth with fire 
From the new oil, so shalj my lays inspire 
The .wearied soul, enlighten its dark night, 
When I declare thy wonders and thy might, 
Moses' thy first of Prophets deeds rehearse. 
And all the glories of his time relate in verse. 

To me, unworthy, smooth the rugged way, 
Cast on my darkness an enliv'ning ray. 
For by my song the righteous in thy praise 
Will be more fix'd ; the wicked see his ways, 
Turn from his course of folly and of ill, 
, And in thy law seek to subdue his will, 
If in the stream which hurries him along 
In vice, he stops but once to listen to my song. 

This to the nations shall thy deeds proclaim. 
To ev'ry race the wonders of thy name. 
They, like ourselves, are objects of thy care, 
Works of thy hand. In earlier times they were 
Contemners of the good : Those of our days 
Acknowledge thee, and follow virtue's ways. 
To thy great name each knee amongst them bends : 
For over all that is, thy glorious might extends. 

A jewell'd ring to every willing ear. 
Healing to each desponding heart, I bear. 
This captive host shall saving comfort find ; 
Their fathers' deeds, broifght present to the mind. 
Shall soothe their woes, relieve their load of care, 
And show their future prospects bright and fair. 
Though o'er them hangs affiction's heaviest rod, 
From dire misfortune's depths, their hearts will soar to God. 

The wonders which thou wroughtest in the land 
Of Noph, (when forth was stretch'd thy saving hand 
To aid thy people,) now shall make them feel 
The hopes which gladden, and the joys which heal : 
For never yet in vain thine aid was sought. 
The slow revolving years shall then be thought 
No longer than a day ; whilst loud they sing, 
" Happy for us to wait the coming of our King ! 

Now, all my brethren through the east and west, 
And other climes dispers'd ; where'er your rest. 
Where'er your country, for the time may be ; 
List to my words, and praise the Deity, 
Whilst the great deeds of our great God I tell, 
With all that to our ancestors befel, 
And their eventful history display, 
When Joseph and his times forgotten pass'd away. 



*♦* J. A. and B. E in our next. 
London :— Prinked by Jamea Nichols, 46« Hoxton-SquAre. 
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I. ON THE CHARACTERISTIC TRAITS IN THE COUNTENANCE 
AND BEARING OF NATIONS, ARISING FROM MORAL 
CAUSES. 

(Continued from page 214 J 
It has been perceived, no doubt, to us in profane history, or to exhibit 



by every one, that, ^whilst reading the 
history of by-gone generations, the 
mind is very apt to represent them 
as it were before the eyes, marked 
with those characteristic traits which 
the moral qualities attributed to them 
are considered to impress upon the 
exterior appearance of mankind. No 
historian, therefore, more forcibly 
arrests our attention, or is better 
entitled, to our suffrage, than he, who 
combines a masterly and graphic 
description of their actions and con- 
duct, with an accurate exposition of 
the influence of their manners, cus- 
toms, and laws, upon the moral cha- 
racter and bearing of the people 
whose history he narrates. 

The moral qualities of the Roman 
peopl^ appear in no very favourable 
light, from the description of their 
manners and customs that have 
reached us through their history. 
What opinion can we form of the 
humanity of a whole nation whose 
greatest delight consisted in sitting 
for hours to witness the sufferings 
of their fellow creatures murder- 
ing each other, or being torn to 
pieces by ferocious animals, in the 
arena of their amphitheatres ? Their 
so much lauded courage, as might be 
expected from this trait in their cha- 
racter, would be found too often ex- 
empt from that humanity, or from 
those proper motives for its display, 
which alone entitle it to be ranked 
aniong the virtues, 

it is not our purpose to treat at 
large of the manners, customs, and 
laws of this or any other of the an- 
cient nations as thev have come down 



their moral qualities in their true 
light ; this has been done by other 
and abler hands, to whose writings 
we would refer those who deem it of 
importance to distinguish the real 
from the false gem, — the pure gold 
from tinsel. Our subject will be bet- 
ter illustrated by confining our re- 
marks to the Hebrew people, because, 
being the only nation that, from their 
origin down to this day, have re- 
mained a pure and unmixed race, 
possessed of the same law that was 
delivered to them when they were 
first constituted a nation, they are 
especially calculated, above any other 
people, to show the^ effects of the long 
operation of a code of laws upon the 
moral qualities and bearing of a peo>- 
ple. One remark, however, we per- 
mit ourselves ; it is, that far as the 
laws of God exceed in wisdom and 
beneficence the moral codes of men, 
so do the virtues based on the for- 
mer transcend those which have the 
latter for their rule. 

It has already been said, that there 
is no virtue which is not enforced, 
no vice that is not denounced, by 
that law ; its full observance would, 
therefore, imply the possession of 
every virtue, and the absence of 
every vice. The question might 
thence arise, ** By which of those vir- 
tues would the appearance of the 
people be characterized, since it can 
scarcely be supposed that the human 
countenance can express them all, at 
one and the same time ?" But a little 
reflection might enable the querist to 
answer his own question, for it would 
probably occur to him that there is ft 
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countenance which is described as 
** beaming with every virtue." 

We are not going to contend that 
the whole nation of Israelites ever 
possessed^ in the mass, so benign a 
countenance; but, as there is little 
doubt that at some periods when 
they dwelt in their own land, they 
were, the greater part of them, strict 
observers of their law, we may ven- 
ture to assert, that, at such periods 
of their history, the nation generally 
would bear the impress of the various 
virtues and good qualities which that 
law enforced. 

The Israelites may be said to have 
been trained to virtue and elevated 
sentiments from the remotest period. 
We must recollect that the founder 
of their race, graham, enjoyed the 
peculiar honour of being called '* the 
friend of his God,'' and of having 
been instructed by him in the way 
he should walk. (Gen. xxvi. 5.) Scrip- 
ture describes him as an eminently 
virtuous character, and perfect in his 
day. Isaac and Jacob appear to have 
profited by the superior instruction 
which each would have received from 
his virtuous parent, on points of the 
first importance for man tolcnow. 

That those Patriarchs knew well 
what constituted the true worth and 
dignity of man, is sufiiciently appa- 
rent from their own actions and con- 
duct ; and we may cite, as a further 
proof of it, the preference given by 
Jacob to Joseph over his other sons ; 
which his character, resplendent with 
the sublimest virtues, shows him to 
have been well deserving of from his 
discerning parent. What the twelve 
sons had learned from Jacob, they 
would no doubt impart to their own 
offspring; hence we may infer that 
the Israelites, even whilst dwelling 
in the land of Goshen, had not only 
a true knowledge of their Creator, 
but that they already knew, to a cer- 
tain extent, what were the ways in 
which he required them to walk. 
Thus, at the earliest period, this peo- 
ple must have possessed many excel- 
lent moral precepts, and correct reli- 
gious doctrines, handed down, to 
them by their forefathers, and tend- 
ing to prepare them for that fuller 
instruction which they were to re- 
cieve at the outset of their becoming 
a nation. 



That fuller law was given to them 
shortly after leaving Egypt, in the 
contemplation of their entering at 
once into possession of the land 
which had been assigned them, but 
which their frowardness occasioned 
to be postponed, and themselves 
condemned to wander in the wilder- 
ness during forty years. Still, the 
law they had ; and, though many of 
its statutes could not be obeyed in 
the wilderness, whilst others were 
commanded to be observed only 
when they should be settled in 
their own land, many, indeed the 
greater portion, of its beneficent and 
excellent precepts, inculcating every 
virtue, might be, and no doubt were, 
observed oy them whilst wandering 
in the wilderness ; where, from their 
trials and sufferings, the occasions 
would be neither few nor rare for 
exercising them in those great and 
essential qualities which sustain the 
social system, — humanity, kindly 
feelings and neighbourly love, charity, 
self-government, and restraint of the 
passions, &c., &c. This, as it appears, 
was the purpose of their trials and 
sufferings ; for they were told, ** And 
thou shalt remember all the way 
which the Lord thy God led thee 
these forty years in the wilderness, to 
humble thee, and to prove thee ; to 
know what was in thine heart ; whe- 
ther thou wouldest keep his com- 
mandments or no." (Exod. viii. 2.) 

We have no better means for ascer- 
taining the effects of the observance 
of their law upon the aspect and 
bearing of the Israelites in past times, 
than by referring to some of the 
incidents in their history, and to 
those illustrious individuals in the 
Scriptures, whose actions and con- 
duct, regulated principally by those 
laws and precepts, are described in 
language that brings them again, as 
it were, before our eyes characterised 
with those tjaits in their countenance 
and bearing which are considered 
inseparable from the possessors of 
virtues such as theirs. Our Hebrew 
brethren, we feel persuaded, will fol- 
low us with pleasure in the delinea- 
tion of the cnaracters of some of the 
brightest examples of their ancestors. 

The whole history of Joseph is one 
of the most perfect specimens of the 
tender and pathetic it is possible 
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to produce. His must be a cold 
heart who can read it without par- 
taking largely in the feelings which 
it is calculated to arouse. Through- 
out the whole Scriptures we find no 
instance of a more strict observance 
in the laws, the statutes, and com- 
mandments of God than was prac-* 
tised by this worthy descendant of 
the perfect Abraham. His virtues 
are so many, that we might have 
been at a loss which to admire most, 
were we not led to pay our homage 
to that which stands pre-eminent in 
the eyes of man« because, without it, 
what would be his fate ? Mercy and 
forgiveness are the attributes to 
which we allude; and beautifully 
did they shine forth in this model of 
human perfection. He appears not 
to have complained at the time of his 
experiencing the ill-treatment of his 
brethren, nor to have retained after- 
wards the least animosity towards 
them for it: Eminently pious, he 
repined not; but, submitting him- 
self to the will of his Creator, he took 
care in his new situation to render 
himself worthy of his favour by the 
practice of every virtue. Horror- 
struck at the idea of injuring his 
master in the tenderest part, he resists 
firmly the repeated solicitations of 
his unworthy mistress ; and when 
cast into prison, through her false 
accusation, he suffers patiently and 
silently, unwilling to disturb the 
peace of his master's mind b v a dis- 
closure of the real facts of the case. 
There his conduct induces the keeper 
of the prison to entrust its whole 
management to his care. Removed 
thence to the court, and raised to the 
highest offices in the state, we find 
him administeiing the affairs of 
the kingdom with exemplary integ- 
rity, activity, and profound wisdom. 
Those scenes and actions exhibit 
him certainly in a light to excite our 
admiration, but the succeeding inci- 
dents make him appear scarcely 
human, and might have justified the 
adoration of a people, who, observ- 
ing in him virtues far transcending 
those usually met with in man, and 
ignorant of the God whose service 
could so elevate and dignify human 
nature, might have attributed to 
him a divine origin. The milder 
virtues of Joseph shone forth with 

2 



the greatest lustre. Those few inquir- 
ing words addressed to hislbrethren, 
" Is your father well, the old man of 
whom ye spake ? Is he yet alive ? " 
speak volumes of tenderness and 
affection for his aged parent. At 
that interview he sees, for the first 
time, since he had been separated 
from his family, Benjamin, his only 
brother, by the same mother, and 
can scarcely restrain himself from 
falling upon his neck. Notwith- 
standing he had recognised him pre- 
viously, he asks, ** Is this your 
young brother, of whom ye spake 
unto me ? And he said, God be 
with you, my son." When unable 
longer to restrain himself, " he made 
haste, for his bowels did yearn upon 
his brother. And he sought where 
to weep. And he entered his cham- 
ber, and wept there. And he wash- 
ed his face and went out, and re- 
frained himself, and said. Set 
on bread." And now comes the 
disclosure to his brethren ; it 
affords an opportunity for pene- 
trating the inmost recesses of the 
heart of this beneficent character; 
and how delightful is it to find it 
filled with nothing so much as an 
anxious desire that the disclosure 
should occasion no pain to his bre- 
thren. Resentment formed no par- 
ticle of his disposition ; vanity and 
pride, at his superior fortune and 
elevation, were equally foreign to it ; 
beneficence and perfect love now 
reigned supreme in that breast, 
where not a single low thought or 
unworthy feeling had ever before 
found admission, and could not now 
be there to alloy the perfect happi- 
ness he experienced in joining again 
his family, and in being able to con. 
fer benefits upon them, and promote 
their welfare. ** Then Joseph could 
not refrain himself before all them 
that stood by him : And he cried. 
Cause every man to go out from me 
And there stood no man with him 
while Joseph made himself known 
unto his brethren. And he wept 
aloud : And the Egyptians and the 
house of Pharaoh heard. And Jo- 
seplf said unto his brethren, I am 
Joseph : Doth my father live ? And 
his brethren could not answer, for 
they were troubled at his presence. 
And Joseph said unto his brethreo« 
G 2 
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Come near to me^ I pray you ; and 
they came near. And he said, I am 
Joseph, your brother, whom ye sold 
into Egypt. Now, therefore, be not 
grieved, nor ancry with yourselves 
that ye sold me hither : for God did 
send me before you to preserve life." 

Noble and generous soul ! May 
your bright example shed its benign 
mfluence over the people of the 
house of your father Jacob. May it 
incite them to imitate you in their 
conduct towards their brethren, and 
to serve their God, as you did, in all 
sincerity of heart ! so shall it be well 
with them. 

The character and actions of Mo- 
ses present themselves next to our 
view ; and they exhibit virtues simi- 
lar to those of our last example, but 
put to severer trials. Though the 
meekest of men, we can perceive no 
want either of courage or firmness 
in this servant of the God of Israel, 
when proper occasions called for 
their display, which was frequently 
enough, in the arduous duty to 
which he had been appointed. He 
affords a striking illustration of the 
superior dignity conferred on the 
human character by virtuous actions 
and conduct, when founded on pro- 
per bases. 

His self-denial and complete de- 
votion to the people placed under 
his care, is beautifully exemplified in 
his earnest prayer, that God would 
avert his wrath, when he declared 
he would destroy them, and make of 
him a great nation, because of their 
having made and worshipped the 
golden calf. 

We can perceive in the whole con- 
duct of this great and holy man, 
none but the purest motives for per- 
severing to lead the people, notwith- 
standing the danger to which his life 
was continually exposed from the ef- 



fects of their impatience, arising from 
their sufferings. And generations 
yet unborn will have to bless his 
memory for maintaining an unparal- 
leled courage and fortitude, under 
the severest trials, until the whole 
will of the Deity had been made 
known through him. We know not 
whether we may be allowed to 
ascribe the s]^ining of his counte- 
nance, as related in the Scriptures, 
to that expression which we are con- 
tending would be produced by the 
habitual practice of the eminent vir- 
tues which he possessed. 

lliough the Israelites, as [appears 
from their history, have too fre- 
quently given occasion for experi- 
encing the displeasure of the Deity ; 
yet, from the early period in which 
they obtained a knowledge of the 
true God, and had the advantage of 
being instructed by Him, it is 
scarcely possible that they could at 
any time have been entirely void of 
many of those virtues and elevated 
sentiments which that knowledge 
and instruction were eminently cal- 
culated so to engraft upon their 
souls as to make them part of their 
nature. Among their good qualities 
we may trace, from the earliest pe- 
riod, a great abhorrence of cruelty 
and a humane and merciful disposi- 
tion, which they possess at this day 
in an eminent degree, notwithstand- 
ing all those trials and sufferings 
that might perhaps have obliterated 
them, and caused other feelings and 
qualities to take their place, had 
tney not been derived from that im- 
perishable source of their preserva- 
tion, their law, which repeatedly, 
and in the most energetic manner, 
denounces the one, and more fre- 
quently and beautifully enforces the 
other., 

A. A. L, 



(To be continued.) 

II. THE MISHNA. 

ty\M ri^DD, Mescheth Aboth : " the ethics op the fathers." 

pib p. comments by naphtali hirts wessely. 
( Continued from page 216.) 
Antigonus, a man of Socho, obtained the law from Simon the Jnst. He used to 
say, " Be not like servants who serve their master on condition of receiving arecompence. 
But be ye like servants who wait upon their lord without stipulating for or expecting any 
reword. And let the fear of Heaven be on you." (I. 3.) 

Commentary. Antigonus, a man of the Just — We have already stated, 
Socho, obtained the law from Simon that this Simon was the last survivor 
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of the Great Assembly, to whom the 
law was by appointment transmitted. 
Henceforward, such among the dis- 
ciples as profited most by the instruc- 
tions of their teacher are said to have 
obtained the law. Among the disci- 
ples of Simon, Antigonus was the 
most distinguished, and, as such, 
appointed his successor, principal 
teacher of his age, and President of 
the Sanhedrim 

Be ye not like servants who serve 
their master on condition of receiving 
a recompense — What is here said 
does not contradict the words of the 
law, in which Moses so frequently 
says to the Israelites, If you obey 
the Lord your God, you will prosper ; 
if you disobey, you will snffer : As 
for instance, ** If you walk according 
to my statutes, keep my command- 
ments, and do them ; then I will 
send you rain in due season, and the 
land shall yield her increase," &c. 
(Lev. xxvi. 4.) " Thou shalt observe 
therefore his statutes and com- 
mandments, that it may be well with 
thee and with thy children after 
thee." (Deut. iv. 40.) In the Deca- 
logue we read, " Honour'thy father 
and mother ; that thv days may be 
prolonged, and that it may be well 
with thee," &c. (Deut. v. 16.) In 
the Talmud we likewise read : ** The 
man who saith, ' I bestow this coin 
in charity, that my son may live, or 
that I myself may have a share in 
the life to come;' is perfectly right 
in so doing." (Treatise Roshhashanah, 
folio 4.) But all these instances are 
not contradicted by the maxim of 
Antigonus. The man is right who 
serves the Lord in the hopes of meet- 
ing his reward. But if the reward 
which he expects is delayed, and 
does not follow, he is not to say, " I 
am disappointed of my due;" but 
he is to rest assured that the ways of 
the Lord are not like the ways of 
man, and that though for a time he 
may not meet with the recompence 
which his good deeds merit, yet the 
justice of the Lord leaves not the 
righteous unrewarded. And, though 
it does so happen, that in this world 
the virtuous often suffers, while the 
wicked prospers; (as the Preacher 
saith, "There are righteous men 
who suffer as if they committed 
the evil deeds of the wicked. 



and wicked men who prosper as if 
their deeds were righteous ;" Eccles* 
viii. 14;) yet the wise and pious 
man is not thereby led into error ; 
and if his fate is such as ought to 
befal the wicked, he does not grieve^ 
or renounce obedience to the Divine 
command. For the wise man knows 
that all earthly joys are vain, and 
that another and a better world awaits 
him. He knows that the Holy One 
(blessed be He !) is righteous and 
just, does not disregard those who 
serve him truly, leaves no being 
without its adequate Tecompence, and 
more especially those whose obedi- 
ence he himself has promised to 
reward. He knows, moreover, that 
the untoward events which befal the 
righteous tend to his eternal welfare. 
Therefore, thus to serve the Lord, 
through good or evil report, and to 
look for a reward, not here, but here- 
after, is pious and laudable. But the 
man, on the contrary, who serves the 
Lord, without any knowledge of his 
true attributes, and in the expecta- 
tion of immediate reward, — ^like the 
artizan, who, working, by the piece, 
expects his pay the instant his labour 
is completed, and who, if not re- 
warded to the moment, regrets his 
labour as lost, — such a man, and his 
service, are alike unacceptable. This 
our instructer conveys by using the 
words D'lb b^pb, "to receive a re- 
compence or pay by the piece ; " D*lQ 
being derived from nDllE), *' part or 
piece." 

But be ye like servants who wait 
upon their lord without stipulating for 
or expecting any reward — Here our 
instructer teaches us, that we are not 
to be unwilling servants of the Lord. 
In his first maxim he teaches, that, 
in performing the duties prescribed 
by the law, we are not to look for 
any inunediate or temporal advan- 
tages, and not to make our obedience 
a subject of traffic or barter ; " so 
much service for so much reward ;*' 
— as this would be contrary to that 
true spirit of religion w^iich pervades 
the whole of the la^. In this his 
second maxim he gives us a lesson of 
practical benevolence, which, outstep- 
ping the precise line of duty, devotes 
itself to the service of the Deity out 
of love and veneration, without any 
view of ulterior reward whatsoever. 
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For, although man is psrfectly con- 
vinced that the Divine justice leaves 
no good deed without its reward, yet 
such is the purity of mind acquired 
by the pious, that, in his motives, he 
is actuated solely by love to and 
veneration for his Creator ; so that 
he entirely loses sif^ht of any good 
that may result to himself in his per- 
fect devotion to his Maker : And this 
is the true nature of benevolence, — 
to do' good solely for the sake of 
God, and without any thought of self. 
Such is the comment of Siphri on the 
words, "Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God." (Deut. vi. 6.) "How 
are we to love the Lord ? The an- 
swer is given by Holy Writ : * And 
the words which I command thee this 
day shall^ be on thy heart ;' if men 
obey the will of the Lord as if he 
delighted in their obedience, which 
is called mm mb, (*a sweet sa- 
vour,') delighting the Divine Spirit 
by a due performance of his pre- 
cepts." The Talmud likewise says, 
" Thy commandments are my great 
desire." (Psalm cxix. 143.) " ft. Ele- 
azar saith. Thy commandment, not 
the reward of tncse commandments ; 
that is to) say, he loves his Creator 
and his commandments, for their 
own sakcs, and without any ulterior 
view of advantage to himself." 
(Treatise Avodah Sarah, folio 19) 

And let the fear of Heaven be on 
you — By "the fear of Heaven" he 
does not so much mean " dread of 
punishment," as " awe at the infinite 
greatness and might of the Creator." 
This third maxim is in reference to 
Divine worship, which can never 
be truly pure, unless the mind of the 
worshipper is filled with the senti- 
ment recommended by this maxim. 
The question may, however, arise : 
" How is it possible that he whose 
mind is so perfectly imbued with 
piety and benevolence, as to be 
actuated solely by the love of God, 
should stand in need of this third 
precept, as such love of God founded 
on his infinite goodness must be 
accompanied by veneration founded 
on his infinite greatness?" The 
answer is. The maxim^is derived from 
a profound knowledge of the human 
heart. And in it our instructer con- 
veys to us a most sage and salutai-y 
precept. For, as we ought to serve 



the Deity with pure love and delight, 
(as it is said, " Because thou didst 
not serve the Lord thy God with 
gladness and a ioyous heart," Deut. 
xxviii. 4 ; and also, " I am overjoyed 
at thy word," Psalm cxix. 162; 
"Thy evidences are unto me an 
everlasting inheritance, because they 
are the delight of my heart," Psalm 
cxix. Ill,) we might be tempted to 
suppose, that, inasmuch as love is a 
purer feeling than awe, we may 
discard the fear of the Lord. There- 
fore our instructer teaches us, fiiBt 
we are not to confide too implicitly 
in the purity of our own motives : 
For sometimes the light of religion 
is obscured in the soul. In the days 
of adversity, when grief and suffer- 
ing prey on man, he may be tempted 
to repine $ and if, at such a time, his 
evil passions threaten to overwhelm 
him, the only effectual means of re- 
sisting them is the fear of the Lord. 
The three principles which our 
instructer here inculcates are, in the 
prophetic writings, called *^U)D, ge- 
nerally rendered "moralitv." The 
root from which this word is deri- 
ved is "ID*, "to bind or tie;" and 
the meaning is " to bind down the 
powers of the soul, within the limits 
which wisdom has assigned to 
them." This binding down is caused 
by the fear of the Lord ; as Solomon 
saith, " The fear of the Lord binds 
down wisdom." (Proverbs xv. 33.) 
And further he saith, " Listen, my 
son, and receive my word, and they 
will increase thy years of life. I 
have taught thee the way of wisdom, 
I have conducted thee on the path 
of piety ; that when thou walkest thy 
steps may not become weary, when 
thou runnest thou shalt not stumble. 
Hold fast by 1D1D, morality, and 
leave it not, guard it with care, for 
it is thy life." (Prov. iv. 10.) The 
same maxims which our instructer 
teaches us are here impressed on our 
minds. Solomon commences with 
exhorting us to fear the Lord ; there- 
fore he says, " Receive and hearken 
to my words, and they will increase 
thy years of life ; for the fear of the 
Lord leadeth to life." (Ibid.) 
These words he addresses to those 
who have attained the high degree 
of wisdom to serve the Lord with 
pure love. To these he further says. 
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" I have taught thee the way of wis- 
dom ;" having before thee the light 
of the law. ** I have conducted thee 
on the paths of piety ;" the path of 
him who, beyond the imperative dic- 
tates of duty, attains that true prac- 
tical benevolence which does good 
for the sake of God alone and free 
from every selfish admixture. But, 
in order "that thy steps may not 
become weary," and that thou may- 



est not stumble in thy course of hfe, 
it is not sufficieot for thee to serve 
the Lord out of puns love, and with- 
out any selfish feeling : No, my son I 
Hold fast by 1D1D, "molality," 
which bindeth thee to the fear of 
God ; be careful to guard it, for thy 
eternal life depends thereon. Thus 
tKe doctrines of Solomon perfectly 
coincide with the maxims of Anti- 
gonus of Socho. 



(To be continued,) 



*♦* The apparent contradiction between the words of Moses in the law, 
and the maxim of Antigonus of Socho, does not appear to be sufficiently 
solved by the commentary of our author. The true reason why Moses in 
the law promises earthly rewards for the observance of his commandments, 
is not that he excludes the higher recompence to which righteousness 
aspires, or that still more perfect piety which serves the Lord out of purelove, 
and avoids transgression, out of profound veneration, without permitting 
the hope of reward or the fear of punishment to influence our motives as 
the Mishnic instructer recommends ; but that Moses, as legislator, addresses 
an entire nation, composed of individuals gifted with various degrees of 
mental and moral powers. To all he gives laws, which it is in the power 
of all to obey, and the due observance of which cannot but be followed by 
great national prosperity. But to those among' them who are gifted with a 
more enlarged mind and nobler sentiments, his law and its observance is 
the great sympathetic means of attaining that pure and disinterested bene- 
volence which does good for the sake of the Author of all good, and inde- 
pendent of all secondary considerations. The intention of Moses is, more- 
over, to render evident the truth of those laws which the Deity through 
him has enacted. And what more powerful evidence could he afford to an 
entire people, than the general prosperity resulting from obedience, or the 
general adversity occasioned by the disobedience of these laws ? — But the 
sublime spirit of the very legislation which says, '* Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God," teaches the individual the same pure precept which 
Antigonus inculcates. — Edit. 



III. DIDACTIC POETRY OF THE RABBIES. 

Bechinath Olam : *' an investigation into the moral world.' 
( Continued from page 217.) 



chapter VII.* 

If, O my soul ! thou shouldst in 
any way take steps like unto these, I 
would I had never lived ! 

If my whole travel and journey be 
yet short of the desired port, what 
avails the length of time employed 
in the passage ? 

* The author here generalizes the evib 
pmnted out in the two last chapters, and 
laments man's moral negligence.— Trans. 



If created with an ulterior aim, I 
ffo about languidly with folded 
hands, idly delaying to fulfil the 
purpose for which I am sent, what 
advantage is a hoary head, or an in- 
crease of years ? 

What profit in all this, if sent 
hither for certain objects, feeble- 
handed as I am, plagued with the 
propensity of loitering, and stricken 
with a bent to waste i 

Where is the good or wisdom of 
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dwelling in this frail mortal habita- 
tion, be it for a long or short time, 
if in beholding the good and the evil 
I neither comprehend nor exert my 
knowledge, how to make choice of 
the good i 

Although I may say unto" myself, 
** How sweet are my ways to my 
taste ! how agreeable in my eyes are 
all my sentiments!" will my choice 
be confirmed? will my words be 
credited ? 

If the path I select be pleasing to 
my Poul, will it be pleasmg in the 
eyes of the Lord ? 

Will the road I tread in pride be 
the right one because I have thought 
it so ?. 

Shall I become powerful because 
my imagination has anointed me a 
king? 

Will my false notions be acknow- 
ledged in the court of the Eternal 
King, or durst I presume on my own 
contemptible opinion, when the 
counsel of the Holy One subverts it, 
or venture on words the end of 
which may prove bitter ? 

CHAPTER VIII.* 

This world is a tempestuous 
ocean, a vast profound, an immea- 
surable expanse ; and time a totter- 
ing bridge built over it, one of the 
extremities of which is connected 
with the chaotic nonentity that pre- 
ceded its known existence, while the 
other extends to the view of that 
eternal glory illuminating the pre- 

• The xoonl itate of the world. — Trans. 



sence of he Divine King ; its breadth, 
is but a cubit, and uie protecting 
parapets are gone. 

Thou son of man, who, forced 
into life, art from thy birth passing 
over it ; say, when thou regardest 
the narrowness of the path, without 
a passage to turn to the right or to 
the left, wilt thou boast of power or 
fame ? 

When thou per cei vest destruction 
and death raising a rampart on thy 
right and left, will thy heart remain 
steady, or thy hands keep firm ? 

Even should est thou glory in the 
delight of possessions and great sub- 
stance which thou hast collected, 
grasped with thy hands, procured 
by thy bow, or meanly stooped 
to entangle in thy net; what wilt 
thou do with the tempest of this sea 
and its billows, when its foaming 
surges swell and overflow, so that 
even [thy temporary habitation is 
threatened with destruction ? 

Behold this great sea in the midst 
of which thou art ! Canst thou tri- 
umph over it, or domineer over its 
powers ? Go forth I pray, thee, try 
and give it battle. 

Nay, even when intoxicated with 
pride, thou dost reel and Vevel with 
sweet pomegranate-juice, thou art 
decayed; and, notwithstanding thy 
haughtiness, thou wilt by degrees be 
tossed here and there, until in an 
instant sunk in whirling eddies, 
irrecoverable, unrevenged, from 
depth to depth wilt thou be tossed, 
lost in the lab3rrinth of seas, with no 
one to call for thy return. 



IV. CRITICAL EXAMINATION OF RABBINICAL WRITERS. 

THE TALMUD. NO. III. 

(Continued from page 166.) 



As the compilation of the Mishna, 
however, was not sufficiently explicit 
for those who succeeded our holy 
Rabbi and his age, his disciple, R. 
Chiia, found it needful to compose a 
work in the manner of his teacher, 
in order to solve some doubts in the 
great work the Mishna. This work 
is called wnQDin, Tosephta, " the ad- 
ditions ;" which, with great exertion, 
he accomplished. R. Hoseaand Rab 
likewise wrote a work, called «n^i. 



Beraitha, " explanation," which con- 
tains two parts, b^l&D, Sephra, and 
*1&>D, Siphri. These likewise con- 
tain explanations and comments on 
the text of the Mishna ; as do many 
other works composed about that time 
and for the same purpose. But the 
language of these various niM^^l, or 
" explanations," was not so pure and 
concise, nor the method so well ar- 
ranged and perspicuous, as that of the 
Mishna itself ; therefore the Mishna 
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Iremained the principal source of in- 
struction, to which the others were 
but auxiliary works. The genera- 
tions succeeding our holy Rabbi 
placed the highest value on his work, 
as one of standard authority, which 
they constantly studied and consult- 
ed. The Rabbles of latter times 
strove, each according to the extent 
of his capacity, to understand and to 
illustrate the precepts of the Mishna; 
but, in the application of these pre- 
cepts to various and particular cases, 
a great variety of opinions was en- 
gendered and maintained by different 
Rabbles, which continued to be the 
case until the times of R. Abina and 
R. Ashi, the last of the Talmudic 
Sages. R. Ashi devoted himself to 
the composition of the Talmud. In 
the same manner as our holy Rabbi 
had compiled and embodied in the 
Mishna aU the various decisions from 
the days of Moses until his, own age ; 
so did R. Ashi likewise compile and 
embody in the Talmud the various 
opinions and decisions from the days 
of R. Jehuda Hanasi down to the 
period in which he flourished. Gift- 
ed by the Deity with a comprehen- 
sive mind, great love of wisdom, and 
acute penetration, he collected and ar- 
ranged the various opinions of differ- 
ent teachers, the expositions of com- 
mentators, and the profound re- 
searches of skilful investigators ; all 
of which form the Gemara. His 
principal objects in undertakinff this 
vast compilation were fourfold : 1. 
To expound the Mishna, and to col. 
lect all the different opinions and as- 
sertions of the various commentators, 
together with the reasonings which 
they adduced, in order by that means 
to arrive at the true meaning of the 
Mishna. 2. To decide between con- 
flicting opinions, not only in the 
Mishna itself, but likewise in the va- 
rious works written to illustrate that 
great compilation. 3. To preserve 
the decisions which the Sages, after 
the composition of the Mishna, had 
established on the authority of its 
precepts, and the arguments by which 
these decisions were thus deduced ; 
and also the ordinances and regula- 
tions which had been enacted subse- 
quent to the compilation of the 
Mishna. 4. To state such sermons 
and moral reflections as, on various 



occasions, had been called forth by 
the precepts of the Mishna. A su- 
perficial observer might consider 
these sermons and reflections as of 
little value ; whereas, in fact, they 
are of the greatest importance ; for 
they contain the most acute enigmas, 
and the most precious and sublime 
thoughts ; and he who investigates 
them maturely and attentively will 
there discover a morality the most 
pure in its nature ; truth divine which 
these Sages purposely shrouded with 
the veil of allegory, and the most 
important facts which the philoso- 
phic researches of their age had dis- 
covered. Some of these sermons 
are so obscure and unintelligible 
that, at first sight, they appear con- 
trary to common sense and every- 
day experience ; but beneath the Ing- 
ged shell of apparent incongruity, 
the deepest treasures of wisdom 
are hidden. This method was not 
adopted inadvertently. Their object 
was to ptevent abuses, by rendering 
their sublime ideas accessible to him 
only whose mind, by means of pro- 
per instruction and practical wisdom, 
was duly prepared to appreciate them ; 
and by placing them beyond the 
reach of him whose uncultivated 
mind was not only incapable of bene- 
fitting by them, but might be misled 
by their profundity. Even in their 
communications to each other, these 
Sages were most reserved ; and only 
laid aside this restraint to such of 
their disciples or comi>anions whose 
comprehensive minds and virtuous 
principles rendered them worthy of 
unlimited confidence. Thus we find 
in the Talmud, (treatise Chagiga, 
folio 13,) one of the Rabbies who 
was conversant with the ^I2;i^0 
niDlDrr, ("the vision of Ezekiel,") 
addressed some other Sages who 
were conversant with n''t2;«13 '•tZri^D, 
(** the works or secrets of creation,*') 
and proposed to them, ** Teach me 
your wisdom, and I will teach you 
mine." He certainly was not envious 
of their knowledge, nor did he 
intend to say, " Unless you teach 
me, I will not teach you." But his 
meaning was, ** As you are possessed 
of such high wisdom, you are worthy 
that I should teach you what I know ; 
and you will not think me unworthy 
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of learning what you know." So 
that it was not envy, or a wish that 
another might not profit bv their 
attainments, which actuated these 
excellent and pious characters. Ac- 
cordingly this Sage supports his pro- 
posal by quoting the words of Solo- 
mon : ** Honey and milk is under 
thy tongue :" (Cants iv. 11 :) Which 
is thus explained : Wisdom, which 
delights the soul, as milk and honey 
are pleasant to the palate, must be 
hidden under the tongue ; not obvious 
to every rude and uncultivated mind. 
In tnese allegorical sayings, the 
most sublime mysteries are often- 
hidden; and when the Most High 
deigns to remove the obstructions 
of ignorance from the mind of him 
who, in purity of heart and with all 
his might, endeavours to attain wis- 
dom, then he becomes capable of 
Understanding the lofty meaning 
veiled under their paraoolical ex- 
pressions. In addition to all the 
research and vigour of the human 
understanding, in aid of all our ef- 
forts to attain wisdom, we have great 
need to implore the Divine assist- 
ance, and ardently pray that it may 
be vouchsafed unto us to penetrate 
into the true meaning of the wisdom 
of his law and precepts. Thus we 
find that David prayed : ** Open my 
eyes, that I may see the wonders of 
tny law." (Psalm cxix. 18.) And 
he whose mind's eye the Deity thus 
deigns to enlighten, will soon dis- 
cover how proper it is that such pro- 
found wisdom should not be exposed 
to the abuse of the corrupt or the 
stolid. In the Talmud we are there- 
fore repeatedly told, that the com- 
. munications and instructions of the 
Rabbles were restricted by the dic- 
tates of prudenee and caution, nor 
were they ever imparted to any other 
than to those whose minds were pro- 
perly trained and prepared by a due 
course of previous instruction; so 
that no abuse could or should result 
from their precepts. They kept in 
mind the precept of Solomon : 
** Speak not to the ears of the fool, 
lest he contemn the wisdom of thy 
words." (Prov. xxiii. 9) Nor was 
this the only reason for their clothing 
their wisdom in the guise of allego- 
ries and parables ; but it was also in 
their days a favourite method of in- 



structing the ignorant, such as wo- 
men and ch'ddrcn, — as it is found 
that sententious parables become 
more strongly impressed on the me- 
mory than almost any other system 
of instruction. And therefore Solo- 
mon says, *' To understand similes 
and parables, sayings of the wise and 
their enigmas/' (Prov. i. 6.) There- 
fore our Rabbles (peace be with 
them !) delivered their instruction 
in sayings which the superficial or 
narrow-minded may consider as tri- 
vial : This, however, is very errone- 
ous, nor must the blame be imputed 
to them, but to our want of wisdom 
and penetration, if we fail to disco- 
ver their true meaning. For as dif- 
ferent as are the physical powers of 
men, so likewise are their mental 
and moral powers ; so that one can 
penetrate and understand that which 
to another remains incomprehensi- 
ble : Thence it results, that the same 
maxim which to one mind appears 
quite clear and proper, is to another 
utterly incongruous and wrong. For 
instance : If we question a man who 
in other respects is learned,— -say a 
physician, a musician, or botanist, — 
but who is ignorant of algebraical 
and astronomical science, " What is 
thy opinion of yonder astronomer, 
who asserts that the disc of the sun, 
which to our eyes appears but a small 
circle, is actually 166 times and three 
eighths the size of our terrestrial globe; 
which latter, according to measure- 
ment, is found to have a circumfer- 
ence of 24000 miles ; and that, con- 
sequently, the exact size of the solar 
disc may easily be calculated ? *' The 
man to whom we address this ques- 
tion would hardly assent to the pos- 
sibility or truth of such a calculation, 
but would, reasonably, as he in his 
opinion conceives, deny the assertion 
of the astronomer, and would in his 
turn ask : ** How is it possible that 
man, placed on such a small space 
of earth as he occupies, should, at 
the immense distance which he is 
placed from the sun, not only mea- 
sure its size, but do this to such 
nicety as to determine the precise 
fractional three-eighths ? " He would 
scout the presumptuous folly of the 
astronomer, and declare these asser- 
tions to be fabulous inventions. 
Whereas be, on the contrary, whose 
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mind is accustomed to the study of 
mathematics and astronomy, would 
not hesitate to avouch the truth of 
these assertions, or even to demon- 
strate them. And yet how faint is 
this example compared to the sub- 
ject of^which we are treating ! For 
he who does not possess a knowledge 
of the Divine wisdom is truly igno- 
rant of whatever regards its mys- 
teries ; and would never assent to 
the possible justness of any of its 
assertions. Therefore, it behoves us 
to respect these sermons and para- 
bles ; and to endeavour to investi- 
gate and penetrate their meaning, so 
as thereby to profit ; but in no case 
are we to impute the blame to them 
if we faU in our investigations. When 
we meet with any of their sayings 
which to us appear extraordinary or 
startling, we are to endeavour by 
intense study, if possible, to attain 
their meaning : For, although these 
sages of the olden times devoted 
themselves, with the most ardent 
thirst, to the acquisition of wisdom $ 
although their ideas were most pure, 
their industry indefatigable, their 
intercourse restricted to the truly 
good and wise ; and though the 
world, with all its temptations and 
passions, did not influence them ; 
they nevertheless admitted and re- 
gretted their mental inferiority to 
their great predecessors, whenever* 
they had occasion to advert to iheir 
own talents. Thus we read in the 
Talmud; (Treatise Erubin, folio 23 :) 
** The hearts of pur ancestors were 



wide open, like the sfates of a tem- 
ple : Ours, on the contrary, are nar- 
row, like the eye of a needle." 
What, then, alas I can be said of us 
of the present day, who are alto- 
gether abandoned by wisdom ? * as 
it has been predicted by our pro- 
phets : "The wisdom of his wise 
men shall be lost, and the under- 
standing of his sages shall be con- 
cealed." (Isaiah xxix. 14.) The 
causes of our ignorance are fourfold : 
1. The want of sense. 2. The pre- 
dominance of the passions. 3. Apa- 
thy in the search of wisdom. 4. 
Eagerness in the search of gain and 
temporal advantages. It therefore 
is our own fault alone, and all blame 
is due to us only, if we fail to under- 
stand their profound but hidden 
wisdom. He who is impressed with 
a due sense of his own defects, who 
knows how very limited is his men- 
tal capacity and how his heart and 
mind are assailed and clouded by 
worldly cares and worldly tempta- 
tions, will respect, though he cannot 
comprehend, them. He only whose 
better feelings are obnubilated by 
folly, whose arrogant passions ob- 
tain complete mastery over his soul, 
— he alone will be found sufficiently 
hardened to scoff at that wisdom 
which is beyond the reach of his 
gross and corrupt faculties. 

* If sncli was the pathetic lamentation 
of Maimonides some six hundred years ago, 
what can be said of us in this boasted 
nineteenth century ? — Edit. 



{To be continued.) 



V. MORALITY OF THE RABBIES. 

DlD'li' D'»pQ HiDtr, Schmonah Perakim Lerambam, 

EIGHT CHAPTERS OF ETHICS. 

BY MAIMONIDES, 

(Continued from page 197.) 

It is as impossible thatjman should instance of this natural disposition 



be bom virtuous or vicious by nature, 
as it is impossible that he should be 
born master of any particular art or 
profession by nature. But it is pos- 
sible that through natural causes he 
may from his birth be gifted with a 
greater or less inclination towards 
any particular virtue or vice, the 
practice of which, consequently, 
becomes more easy to him. As an 
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and of the facilities which it engen 
ders, we say. The man, the organiza- 
tion of whose brain is tender, and 
who is not overloaded with fluids, 
will much more easily perceive, un- 
derstand, and retain what is taught 
him, than he whose temperament is 
more humid, and whose brain is 
more cumbered with fluids. But if 
the first, notwithstanding his greater 
2 
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natural abilities, is. neglected, and 
left entirely without instruction, his 
powers will remain dormant and 
himself ignorant. While, on the 
other hand, he whose natural abili- 
ties afford less facility, but who is 
instructed and kept in constant prac- 
tice, will gradually overcome all 
impediments and become learned. 
In the same manner, he whose blood 
is hotttr than is necessary, is by 
nature gifted with the requisite qua- 
lity which constitutes a hero; and 
requires but a proper opportunity to 
display himself as such. On the 
other hand, he whose blood is too 
cold, is by nature inclined to be a 
coward ; and, when the trying mo- 
ment comes, will doubtless stamp 
himself as such. But although it will 
be difficult to render him valiant, 
contrary to the bent of his nature, 
nevertheless, constant exertion and 
exposure to danger until it becomes 
familiar to him, will not fail to pro- 
duce due effect. We have entered 
fully into this subject, in order that 
no one may be tempted to believe 
the .mad invention of astrologers, 
who falsely assert, that the instant 
in which a man is born, and the 
planetary aspect at hia birth, are of 
themselves sufficient to render him 
virtuous or vicious ; and that he is 
consequently predestined and forced 
to a particular line of conduct. We 
are, however, fully convinced that 
our holy law agrees with the philo- 
sophy of the Greek?, which satis- 
factorily proves that roan in all 
his actions ard undertakings is 
gifted with free-will ; and that no 
external influence can constrain him 
to be either virtuous or vicious, 
except indeed inasmuch us he may, 
according to what we have already 
stated, be, by nature or the force of 
temper, prone or inclined towards 
any partictilar perfection or defect. 
But there is no action whatsoever 
which he is absolutely compelled to 
perform or to abstain from : For 
were man subject to the constraint 
of absolute necessity or fatality, all 
-the commands and prohibitions of 
the law would at once become void 
and nugatory ; the whole would be 
a complete fallacy, inasmuch as man 
then has no freedom of^volition or li- 
berty of choice in what he does. Vain 



would be all study or instruction, 
useless the attempt to acquire any 
art or science; all man's efforts 
would be idle, if an external in- 
fluence can dictate and prescribe to 
him, *' Thus shalt thou act and not 
otherwise." Were man compelled, 
according to this opinion of astro- 
logers, to perform certain actions 
independent of his own will, to ac- 
quire certain sciences or to possess 
certain qualities, without any active 
co-operation of his own ; — were all 
this true, then rewards or punish- 
ments would be either the most un- 
fair partiality or the most cruel 
injustice, as well in regard to the 
dealings of men with each other, as 
also in regard to their duties towards 
their Creator. For yonder Simeon, 
who murdered Reuben, had no 
choice, because he was constrained 
by fatality to commit the murder, as 
his victim was predestined to be 
murdered. With what justice can 
tie, then, be subjected to punish- 
ment ? How can a most righteous 
and just God chastise him for a deed 
which it was not possible for him to 
leave undone? and which, though 
he strove with all his might to avoid, 
he nevertheless was blindly impelled, 
contrary to his own inclination and 
purpose, to perform ? In this case, 
all measures of precaution would 
likewise be vain and useless ; — siich 
as laying a proper foundation while 
building a house, or exercising due 
care in the disposal of property, or 
to withdraw from danger when 
threatened with evil, &c., — as what- 
ever is predestined must happen, and 
no human prudence can avert it. 
How obviously false, how plainly 
contrary to reason and common 
sense, how directly subversive of the 
fundamental principles of all law, is 
noc this supposition ! Far be it 
from us to attribute such manifest 
injustice to the Deity ! In reality, 
it is an unquestionable fact, that 
man's actions are all dependent on 
his own free-will, without any abso- 
lute or irresistible necessity to con- 
trol him. This free-will renders him 
capable of obedience or disobedience, 
and makes it possible to hold him 
accountable to the commands of the 
law. It is said, " Behold I this day 
place before thee life and the good. 



Digitized by 



Google 



MORA.LITY OF THE BABBIES. 



237 



and death and the evil; and thou 
shalt choose life." (Deut. xxx. 15.) 
Thus, 'liberty of choice was left to 
man ; the consequence is, that obe- 
dience is rewarded and disobedience 
punished. The duty to learn and to 
teach was enjoined, as it is written, 
** Ye shall teach them to your child- 
ren;'' (Deut. vi. 7;) "Ye shaU 
learn them, and be careful to per- 
form it ; "(Deut. V. 1 ;) with many 
other similar, passages relating to 
this subject. Prudence and precau- 
tion are likewise duties the observ- 
ance of which is strictly commanded : 
As it is written, *' When thou buJld- 
est a new house, tbou shalt erect a 
railing round thy roof, and not bring 
the guilt of homicide on thy house.'' 
(Deut. xxii. 8.) Other precepts of 
the same kind are numerous in the 
law and in the Prophets. 

The maxim which our Rabbies 
laid down, namely, that "every 
thing is in the power of Providence 
except the fear of God," is most 
true and in perfect accordance with 
what we have here stated. Man is, 
however, prone to err, and often 
supposes that actions which are 
purely the result of his own free-will 
are owing to some external, unavoid- 
able influence. As, for instance, 
that they are to espouse a certain 
woman, or to acquire a certain for- 
tune, &c. But such suppositions 
are untrue and unfounded. For that 
woman, whom he has married by 
virtue of a matiimonial contract and 
legal espousals 'is his lawful wife : 
He has married her to fulfil the 
Divine command, ** Increase and 
multiply." This is obedience to the 
will of God, which, according to the 
Rabbinical maxim, is left to the free- 
will of man. And if his espousals 
were unlawful, then his matrimonial 
connexion is a transgression, and 
sinful. And the Holy One (blessed 
be He I) predestines no man to sin. 
Again : If a man robs his neighbour, 
or steals from him, cheats, denies 
having received a loan or payment, 
and supports such denial by a false 
oath ; — were that man to say, " It 
was predestined that this sum must 
pass from the possession of my 
neighbour into my hands;" he 
would accuse the Deity of pre- 
ordaining sin ; which is utterly 



untrue. As it thus remains lui- 
questionable that all human actions 
are the result of man's free-will, 
be they in accordance wit a his 
duties, or opposed to them; and 
as we have already in our 
second chapter explained, that the 
active observance or transgression of 
commands in the Divine law are 
the result of our own free-will, which 
likewise decides on the purity of our 
fear and obedience, neither of which 
is predestined by providence; the 
question then naturally arises, 
'* What then is the meaning of the 
rabbinical maxim, * Every thing is in 
the power of providence?'" The 
answer is. They mean the natural 
course of events, which are not in- 
fluenced by the will of man : as, for 
instance, whether he is to be tall or 
short of stature, whether the season 
is to be rainy or dry, whether the 
air is to be clear or hazy ; and all 
other events which have no connec- 
tion with the actions or purposes of 
man. 

In laying down this maxim, that 
obedience or disobedience to the Di- 
vine laws depends solely on the will 
of man, our Rabbies followed the 
dictum of the prophet Jeremiah of 
blessed memory, who saith, " From 
the mouth of the Most High pro- 
ceedeth neither good nor evil." (La- 
ment, iii. 38.) By *' good" he means 
virtue, B,nd by "evil" rice; and he 
accordingly says, The Holy One 
(blessed be He !) does not pre-ordain 
any man to be virtuous or vicious. 
And, as such is the fact, it behoves 
man to mourn for his evil deeds,, as 
the Prophet further saith, " How ' 
greatly ought living man to mourn 
lor his sins!" (Lamentations iii. 
39-) He continues to teU us, that 
the remedy for this our soul's 
disease is in our own power ; and as 
our misdeeds were the fruits of our 
own free-will, so we have likewise 
the liberty of choice to retrace our 
steps, to abandon our evil ways and 
repent of our sins ; as he saith, " Let 
us search and investigate our deeds^ 
and return to the Lord ; let us lift up 
our hearts and hands to God who is 
in heaven.*' (Lament, iii. 39.) 

The common-place saying adopted 
amongst men, and which we likewise 
find in some of the prophetic writ- 
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ings, namely, that man's sitting 
down or rising, and indeed every one 
of his movements, is according to 
the will and decree of Providence; 
— this, saying is true in one respect. 
For he who throws a stone into the 
air, and dees it fall hack on the 
ground, is justified in saying, ** This 
stone fell to the ground according to 
the will of God ;" as the Divine will 
has appointed the earth to be the 
centre of attraction, and therefore 
whatever is thrown up into the air is 
drawn: back to this central point.> 
In like manner, all the different par- 
ticles of flame ascend ; because the 
first Great Will decreed, that such 
should be their general law. But it 
is wrong to suppose, that at the time 
this particular stone is thrown, or 
this particular flame is lighted, and 
not till then, the Divine will decrees 
what direction either is to take. 
Dialecticians are of a dififerent opi> 
nion : They assert, that the Deity, 
at the time of every particular occur- 
rence, decides the precise manner 
and moment in which it is to be 
done. We, however, do not agree 
with them; but, on the contrary, 
maintain, that the Divine will, dur- 
ing the six days of creation, laid 
down and determined fixed and cer- 
tain laws for the constant regulation 
of nature; as Solomon said, " As it 
was, so it will ever be : As it was 
made, so it continues, and there is 
nothing entirely new under the sun." 
(Eccles. i. 9.) This occasioned our 
Rabbles to maintain, that all won- 
ders which seem to depart from the 
ordinary course of nature, — whether 
they have . already occurred, or are, 
according to the promises of Holy 
Writ, hereafter to occur, — were pre- 
ordained by the Divine will during 
the six days of creation ; and that 
nature then was arranged in such a 
manner thai at the proper time 
and season the miraculous events 
occur in the regular course 
decreed by Providence. Those 
who witnessed such an occurrence 
might consider it an innovation on 
the laws of nature ; whereas in 
reality it was no such thing. 

In the commentaries on Eccle- 
siastes and likewise in other books, 
this subject has been treated of more 
at large ; and the result of all our 



investigations is, that nature pursues 
the course which has been appointed, 
and obeys the laws which have been 
laid down for her. And, generally, 
our Rabbles (peace be with them !) 
were far from maintaining that as 
time progressed, the Divine will de- 
termined.each particiQar event as it 
occurred. And when therefore they 
said, that men's rising up and sitting 
down were in accordance with ithe 
Divine will, their meaning was, that 
the Deity had once for aU so deter- 
mined the nature of man at the time 
of creation, that sitting down, and 
getting up, and the other movements 
of the body, should be optional to 
man. Nor is the will of Providence 
at present any further concerned in 
the movements of the human body 
than it is concerned in the fall- 
ing oi the stone; both being ^in 
obedience to general laws once laid 
down . and decided on. The great 
principle by which it b^ovea us to 
abide is, that as it pleased the Holy 
One (blessed be He !) to create man 
with an erect stature, a full chest, 
and flexible fingers, so was it like« 
wise his pleasure that man should 
move or rest of his own accord, and 
act as his own free-will prompts him, 
without being subject to any external ' 
influence or impediment. This is ' 
fully apparent from the' law of tnith, 
which elucidates this subject to us 
when it says, 

jni nito r\xnb i^dd ^n«:3 rrn CDiMn jn 

" Behold man is become like one of 
us to distinguish good from evil." 
(Genesis iii. 22.) This the Chaldee 
paraphrast Onkelos explains to us 
as follows; ** Man is; now become 
the only being throughout the uni- 
verse, who can, of his own accord 
and by his own will, know good and 
evil, and perform either the one or 
the other as his own inclinations, 
free from all external influence, may 
prompt him. Nor is there any other 
terrestrial creature, who equals him ; 
so that he stands alone of his kind 
on earth/' 

As it is thus essential in the exist- 
ence of man, that he shall, according 
to his own free and uncontrolled 
will, do good or evil, it becomes ne- 
cessary to teach him how to pursue 
the good ; to command and exhort, to 
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I^UDish aad reward Kim, according to have attained that degree of force 

the dictates of rigorous justice. It that he can no lonj^rer overcome or al- 

also behoves him to accustom him- ter^his habitudes: For there is no habit 

self to the practice of good deeds, that may not be altered from bad 

until he attains perfection; and to to good, as from good to bad. The 

abstain from evil deeds, until he alteration is entirely in his own 

eradicates the bad propensities power, dependent solely on his 

which have taken root within will, and can be wrought by no ex- 

him. Let him not suppose that they ternal influence. 

(To be contintted.) 



NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

To the Editor of the Hebrew Review. 

Sir, — I HAVE to return my best thanks both to yourself for inserting my 
letter of the 10th Nov. in your valuable Journal, (page 160,) and also to 
your three correspondents for their prompt replies, (pages 176 and 192,) to 
my query; and especially to your learned friend M. J. for the explanation 
which he has offered of the origin of the supposed error committed by the 
Septuagint translators and by Josephus. 

I must confess, however, that M. J.'s explanation is far from satisfac 
> tory ; for I cannot understand bow they should have fallen into so strange 
an error *' either from ignorance, or from a spurious copy before them ;" 
nor can I admit that Josephus would have ventured to originate so remark- 
able a story explanatory of the translation : — Indeed the more ridiculous 
that story may seem, the less likely is he to have ** trumped it up." 

I have therefore to request that you will have the kindness to give 
insertion to the present letter, in which I wish to present to your readers a 
few reasons against the supposition that the Septuagint translators and 
Josephus are necessarily wrong with respect to the meaning of the text in 
questitin. 

It is proper to premise that as this text occurs in a portion of the Scrip- 
tures which it is not pretended was translated by the Original LXX. trans- 
lators of the Pentateuch, the tradition respecting those translators, which 
is adverted to in pages 12 and 64 of the present volume, is entirely unaf- 
fected by this discussion. I state this in order to free the question from all 
possible difficulty upon that head ; and also for the purpose of correcting 
the assertion of your Correspondent ** J. S." that they (that is, the trans- 
lators of the text in dispute,) have translated 1^1^ [or 1113] by ij^ap in 
Gen. xlix. 6 ; Exod. xxix. 13. 

Now, although the translators of the Prophets were not the same indi- 
viduals as those who made the Greek translation of the Law, they must 
unquestionably have been learned Jews of Alexandria ; and we are bound to 
assume also that they were chosen from among their brethren on account 
of their superior qualifications for the task; which qualifications would have 
consisted of a perfect knowledge of the Hebrew and Greek languages, and 
of an intimate acquaintance with the contents of the sacred volume. 

But to render the hypothesis of ** M. J." consistent with itself, we must 
suppose not only that these translators had never seen any other than this 
single spurious copy of the text, but also that they were so entirely 
ignorant of that text, and of the Hebrew language generall)^ that 
they did not possess the means of rectifying the errors in that copy. Let 
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me ask whether JVI. J. himself, or even any Israelite endowed with a portiofl 
only of the learning which he possesses, would, in the present day, he led 
into so gross an error by the mere mis-spelling of a word in a faulty copy of 
the Scriptures ? And how can we presume to impute such utter ignorance to 
the Alexandrian Jews, in direct opposition to the opinion of the world ge-* 
nerally, and to that in particular of the gifted and lamented Davids, as 
expressed in his Lecture on the Philosophy of the Jews, pp. 18, 19 ^ 

But this is a portion only of the difficulty attending " M. J/s*' hypothesis. 
We must further suppose that Flavins Josephus, a Jew of Jerusalem, of a 
sacerdotal and learned family; and himself, even when a child, distinguished 
for his learning and his accurate understanding of the Scriptures ; (Life of 
Josephus, sect. 1, 2 ;) — we are to suppose that he had no knowledge of the 
text in question, excepting from a spurious copy, similar to that which had 
misled the Jews of Alexandria not less, probably, than three centuries pre- ' 
viously. But, then, what are we to say to his own statement, (Life of Jo- 
sephus, sec. 75,) that when Jerusalem was destroyed, and he had permission 
from Titus to save whatsoever he choose out of the ruins of his country, he 
took away with him the holy books? 

The similarity which exists between Josephus and the Septuagint transla^ 
tion, not only in this particular instance, but also upon, many other pqints 
in which the latter differs materially from the received Hebrew text, might, ^ 
not unreasonably, lead to the inference that the Jewish historian (in like 
manner as the Jews, as a people, unquestionably were, after their return 
from Babylon, — see Nehemiah, viii. 8 ; xiii. 24) was ignorant of the lan- 
guage in which the Scriptures were written, and was obliged therefore to 
refer to one or other of the versions orTargums which had been made of 
them|; and as he was for a time resident in Alexandria, and as likewise he 
was entirely conversant in Egyptian matters, and was also a thorough Greek 
scholar, it would be natural that he should have made use of the Greek 
version of the Alexandrian congregations. But under this hypothesis, what 
becomes of the universally admitted authority of ** the learned and authen^ 
tic Jewish historian ? *' 

On the whole, therefore, there does not (at least at present) appear suffi- 
cient reason for doubting that both the Alexandrian Jews and Josephus 
himself possessed the means of ascertaining, and the ability to understand, 
the signification of the text in question ; and, consequently, Whistou (Jose- 
phus's translator) is justified in saying that ** it is almost unaccountable 
that our commentators should so much hesitate about its true interpreta- 
tion." I am. Sir, Your very obedient Servant, 

27th December, 1834. B. E. 



We thank our Correspondent J. A. for his suggestions, which, dictated 
as they evidently are by a friendly feeling towards our publication, shall 
certainly be attended to. The letter which we insert above, fully meets 
J. A.'s views on the subject in question. He will, however, permit us 
to inform him, that the Septuagint translation, of which he undertakes 
the defence, is not the one mentioned by the learned author of the 
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L ON THE CHARACTERISTIC TRAITS IN THE COUNTENANCE 
AND BEARING OF NATIONS, ARISING FROM MORAL 
CAUSES. 

(Continued from page 228 J 

A VERY slight acquaintance with liar cruelty of 
the sacred writings and insight into 
the works of the creation, suffice to 



creation, 

show us that Mercy and Beneficence 
are the great attributes by which the 
universe is sustained. They might, 
therefore, be expected to be found, 
as in fact they are, among those 
commands in their law, which are 
most frequently and strenuously di- 
rected to be observed by the Israel- 
ites : And that they had sunk deep 
into their hearts from the earliest 
period, is proved by many incidents 
in their history. 

Their disposition for mercy, which 
appears to have been inseparable 
from their nature, occasioned them 
even to neglect obeying, to its full- 
est extent, the command given them 
to drive the seven nations entirely 
out of the land which had been as- 
signed them, lest they should, by 
intermingling with them, fall into 
the same evil courses which had 
brought upon those nations the just 
wrath of a beneficent Deity ; whose 
abhorrence of cruelty could not be 
more strongly marked than by the 
circumstance, that He, who had 
announced himself as a God of 
mercy should direct his people^ to 
drive out and utterly obliterate every 
trace of the seven nations from the 
land the Israelites were to occupy ; 
on account principally, as it appears, 
that besides their other wicked deeds 
and abominable practices, they were 
a most cruel and unmerciful race. 
For by outraging those great attri- 
butes which sustain the universe, 
they endeavoured,asfar as lay in their 
power, to destroy a creation formed 
in love and beneficence. The pecu- 

2 



those nations is 
strongly set forth in several passages 
of the Scriptures. Adoni-besek him- 
self confesses, that the punishment 
inflicted upon him by the Israelites 
was a just retribution for his cruel- 
ties ; for he says, " Threescore and 
ten kings, having their thumbs and 
their great toes cut oflf, gathered 
their meat under my table ; as I have 
done, so God hath requited me.** 
(Judges i. 7 ) Samuel, reproving 
Saul for showing mercy to Agag and 
preserving him alive, contrary to 
the express command of the Deity, 
reproaches Agag with his cruel con- 
duet, telling him, ** As thy sword 
hath made women childless, so shall 
thy mother be childless among wo- 
men.",* It must be remembered that 
Agag was a descendant of those 
Amalekites who cruelly fell upon 
the hindmost of the Israelites in the 
wilderness, and ** smote even all that 
were feeble and weary, and he feared 
not God." For which unmerciful 
act interminable war against the 
race was denounced on the part of 
the Deity, who in this most impres- 
sive manner teaches us that He con- 
siders cruelty and inhumanity the 
highest oficnces against himself. 

We cannot refrain from quoting 
a passage out of the Wisdom of Solo- 
mon, as it applies immediately to 
this branch of our subject. Speak- 
ing of the time afforded by the Deity 
to the seven nations to repent them- 
selves of their evil courses, but 
which provedtotallv unavailing, their 
crimes, for which they were directed 
to be driven out and destroyed, are 
then recapitulated; among which, 
• 1 Sam. XV. 33. 
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and standing foremost in the fearful 
catalogue, is their cruelty towards 
helpless infants, touchingly described 
in these words : *' And also those 
merciless murderers of children and 
devourers of man's flesh, and the 
feasts of blood, with their priests, 
out of the midst of their idolatrous 
crew, and the parents, that killed 
with their own hands souls destitute 
of help.*' (chap. xii. 5, 6.) 

The abhorrence in ivhich cruelty 
and inhumanity were held by the 
Israelites is strongly exemplified in 
their conduct on the occasion of that 
appalling incident, related very cir- 
cumstantially in Judges xix. and 
XX., of the death of the concubine 
of the Levite, occasioned by the 
shameful abuse of her by the inha> 
bitants of Gibeah of the tribe of Ben- 
jamin. The whole nation of Israel- 
ites assembled in the most solemn 
manner, and, having heard the de- 
tails from the Levite, they all as one 
man declared they would go against 
Gibeah, ere they returned i.o their 
own homes, to obtain justice for 
that outrage on humanity. ** They 
sent men through all the tribe of 
Benjamin saying. What wickedness 
is this that is done among you? 
Therefore deliver us the men, the 
children of Belial which are in Gibe- 
ah, that we may put them to death, 
and put away evil from Israel ; but 
the children of Benjamin would not 
hearken to the voice of their brethren 
the children of Israel," — for they 
put themselves in battle array — 
thus endeavouring by violence to 
maintain a wicked action. The 
description given of the succes- 
sive attacks of the Israelites, and of 
their defeat in two of them by the 
Benjamites, depicts very vividly the 
conflicting feelings which struggled 
in the breasts of the Israelites at the 
time ; Their horror at the cruel act 
for which they had asked only to 
have the culprits delivered up, their 
consequent just indignation against 
the tribe for refusing to remove so 
great a rejproach from the whole na- 
tion, are finely contrasted with their 
evident reluctance to proceed to ex- 
tremities with their refractory breth- 
ren, as is shewn by their appealing to 
the Deity. And on the second occa- 
sion, '^ the children of Israel enquir- 



ed of the Lord, Shall I yet again go 
out to battle against the children of 
Benjamin my brother, or shall I 
cease ? And the Lord said. Go up ; 
for to morrow I will deliver them 
into your hands." Having at length 
prevailed against the Benjamites, 
and, in the heat of the battle, nearly 
exterminated the whole tribe, and 
destroyed their cities, (for only six 
hundred men escaped to Rimmon, a 
rock,) the Israelites repented them 
sorely of the signal punishment their 
duty had called upon them to inflict 
upon one of their tribes, and they 
took measures afterwards to preserve 
it from becoming extinct, in conse- 
quence of an oath they had made, 
that they would give none of their 
daughters for wives to the Benja- 
mites, in order to mark their abhor- 
rence of the atrocious deed that had 
been perpetrated among them. 

At a later period we find that the 
Israelites continued to be renowned 
for a merciful disposition. In the 
time of Ahab, king of Israel, Ben- 
hadad, king of the Syrians, having 
made war upon him, and experienced 
a signal defeat, which obliged him 
to fly, his followers advised that 
they should approach Ahab in the 
attitude of supplicants, to petition 
for mercy. *' For," said they, " be- 
hold now we have heard that the 
kings of the house of Israel are mer- 
cifid kings." And the sequel proved 
they were not mistaken ; for Ahab, 
when petitioned to preserve the life 
of Ben-hadad, enquired very kindly 
and eagerly, " Is he yet alive ? He 
is my brother;" ana showed him 
afterwards much kindness. (1 Kings 
XX. 34.) 

We shall mention only one more 
among the many other instances that 
might be adduced, to prove that hu- 
manity and mercy characterized this 
people when dwelling in their own 
land. 

In the reign of Ahaz, king of 
Judah, the king of Israel having 
taken two hundred thousand captives 
of both sexes of their brethren of the 
tribe of Judah, and purposing to keep 
them as bondmen and bondwomen, 
certain of the heads of the tribe of 
Ephraim stood up, and reprobated 
those that had returned from the 
war, and said, " Ye shall not bring 
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in the captives hither ; for whereas 
we have offended against the Lord 
already, ye intend to add more to 
our sins and to our trespass ; for our 
trespass is great, and there is fierce 
wrath against Israel. So the armed 
men left the captives and the spoil 
before the princes and all the con- 
gregation. And the men who had thus 
spoken rose up and took the captives, 
and, with the spoil, clothed all that 
were naked among them, and array- 
ed them, and shod them, and gave 
them to eat and to drink, and anoint- 
ed them^ and carried all the feeble 
upon asses, and brought them to Je- 
' richo, the city of palm-trees, to their 
brethren ; then they returned to 
Samaria,'* their own liomes. In aU 
other histories we should search in 
vain for a parallel to this instance of 
mercy and humanity. It proves not 
only how superior are tne virtues 
when based on laws emanating from 
the Deity, but that a people who had 
once been trained to the practice and 
contemplation of the duties they in- 
culcate, can never entirely divest 
themselves of their beneficent effect, 
however they may err on many im- 
portant points. The Israelites, when 
they performed this merciful and 
humane act, had swerved from the 
worship of the true God, at the in- 
stigation of their princes; yet the 
lessons of virtue they had received 
for ages before had sunk too deep 
into them ever to be totally oblite- 
rated ; as we find to be the case 
throughout their history. (1 Chron. 
xxviii. 15.) 

We have dwelt on the qualities of 
mercy and humanity, because a very 
little reflection will show them to be 
of the first importance in the social 
system, and the basis on which a 
large proportion of our virtues are 
built. So many are the occasions 
which call for their exercise, in the 
multifarious relations of mankind, 
that we have only to imagine to our - 
selves the evils^ a great .departure 
from the practice of these, the most 
sacred of our duties, would inflict gn 
the human race, immediately to per- 
ceive and appreciate their value. We 
shall not attempt to place the fright- 
ful list of those evils in array before 
our readers : It is painful enough 
only to think on a few of them ; and 



they are suflicient to convince us 
they would render life insupportable, 
and soon cause the frame of society 
to fall to pieces. 

Seeing the great importance in 
which the practice of these virtues 
is held by the Deity, may we not 
consider that the favour which his 
people have always experienced from 
him, even when sinning greatly 
against him, and which is evinced in 
nothing'so much as in their preserva- 
tion as a people, even to this day, 
after so many trials and sufferings, 
may be ascribed partly to those quali- 
ties being, as it were, engrafted in 
them ? They certainly preserve them 
from the commission of many dread- 
ful crimes, and cause them to prac- 
tise many of those virtues which 
He has commanded them, and on 
which the sustaining of the social 
system so much depends. 

The Jewish people may fearlessly 
offer themselves to the strictest scru- 
tiny of their fellow-men, and may 
feel confident of coming out of it 
with honour. 

Their position in society has 
hitherto kept them from being fairly 
judged; but a closer examination 
into their character will show them 
possessed of virtues that, when found 
in individuals more favourably placed 
for observation, have justly gained 
them the approbation of their fellow- 
men. It is well known that they 
make the best of husbands and 
wives. Domestic discord is scarcely 
known among them. It would be 
difficult to cite an instance of a 
husband ever raising his hand 
against the wife of his bosom. 
Whilst, on the part of the wife, 
scarcely an instance of conjugal infi- 
delity is to be heard of. Iheir affec- 
tion and tenderness towards their 
offspring is proverbial; they are, 
consequently, generally dutiful and 
loving to their parents. The father 
of a family is never found to prefer 
spending his time away from the 
domestic hearth and circle, and 
squandering the means which ought 
to be applied in procuring com- 
forts for, and promoting the welfare 
of, his family, in idle, vicious, or 
selfish courses. Sobriety is so gene- 
ral amoi\g them, that it is rare to 
see a Jew in the shameful state of 
2x2 
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inebriation. A Jew homicide is so 
rare, that we almost doubt if a sin- 
l^le instance can be adduced of one 
m this country for nearly an entire 
century; and that it is equally so 
in all countries where they dwell, 
we believe we may assert with truth. 
They are remarkable for the absence 
of that ferocity and recklessness 
which seem to proclaim enmity to 
the rest of mankind, and to set at 
defiance every tie that binds man to 
his duties. On the contrary, no- 
thing is so easy as to call up in their 
countenance that expression of hu- 
manity, kindly feelings, and mercv 
towards their fellow-creatureer, which 
proclaim at once, that those qualities 
are inherent in them. These may 
appear exaggeratQ/i statements, but 
we court the closest inspection, and 
feel assured they would be found 
strictly true in every point. And 
let it not be supposed, that these re- 
marks ap^ly solely to those of the 
Hebrew nation of superior grades. 
It is highly to the credit of their 
humbler brethren, that they are 
quite as well entitled to be included 
in them ; which render them well 
deserving of the kindest and most 
strenuous efforts, on the'part of their 
superiors in wealth and station, to 
add to the good qualities they already 
possess, so as to raise the nation 
generally to that moral perfection 
which the religion of their fore- 
fathers is so eminently calculated 
to enable them to attain. 

We shall be excused, we tnist, 
for this digression, which we cannot, 
however, consider as altogether irre- 
levant, or out of place, in *' the He- 
brew Review." 

The writings of our wise men of 
yore, we take it, are being laid before 
our brethren, and the public at large, 
in a language more generally under- 
stood than that in which they wrote, 
for a practical purpose, not to be 
read and then thrown aside, but that 
all those sublime truths, and excel- 
lent laws, which our religion teaches 



and contains, and which have princi- 
pally employed their pious thoughts 
and able pens, may oe well under- 
stood and acted upon. And we are 
now doing no more than .humbly 
pointing to this as being their prin- 
cipal aim. 

Some may say, that all they have 
written contains nothing new. This 
in one sense may be true, — though it 
would not be difficult to show that 
they abound with many original 
thoughts on very important points; — 
but are they on that account to be 
laid aside, and the rising and future 
generations deprived of the instruc- 
tion they convey ? As well might it 
be said, that, because the letters of 
the alphabet are of ancient date, the 
children of the present and future 
generations need not learn them, as 
that lessons of wisdom and virtue 
need not be studied, nor, conse- 
quently, acted upon by the present 
and future generations, because, 
forsooth, they are antiquated. By 
such a mode of reasoning each gene- 
ration would require some new code 
of religious and moral laws, in order 
that they might be saved the 
drudgery and disgrace of studying 
out of the same books as their fore- 
fathers. 

The value of the Sacred Writings, 
and of the labours of those wise men 
who have descanted upon their con- 
tents, is ill understood if it be sup- 
posed that their subjects are worn 
threadbare. We should suspect 
those who entertain such an opinion, 
as having much to learn out of 
them. And, at all events, let them 
reflect, that, however familiar they 
may be with their contents, they are 
quite new to every succeeding gene- 
ration, whose thirst for knowledge 
on the most important points for 
them to learn can be slaked at no 
fountain so pure and wholesome as 
the Sacred Writings of the Hebrews, 
and those of their pious and justly 
celebrated wise men. 

A. A. L. 



(To be continued.) 
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II. THE CAVE OF EN-GEDI. 

TRANSLATED BT S. H., SEN. 

From the Hebrew of the Ppi\D, or " Gatherer," for [the two first quarters 

0/6549—1789. 



Listen to me, my sons, while I re- 
late to you the valour and grandeur 
of a man. It is not the valour of a 
warrior, neither is it the grandeur of 
a rich and powerful man; but the 
valour is that of a man who could 
conquer his passions, and the gran- 
deur is that of his soul. As the 
clouds of heaven shed the blessings 
of the Supreme alike on the wicked 
and on the righteous, so is the mild 
and benevolent man who can curb 
his anger. He, like a rock, stands 
firm, and fears not, though the sea 
rage, though surrounded by its 
foaming biUows. He is unmoved^ 
being supported by righteousness. 
Nothing can shake him, although 
encompassed by the breakers of 
death. He listens not to the voice 
of flatterers, pays no attention even 
to the advice of his best friends, 
should they urge him on to ven- 
geance against his enemies; for, 
*' good-will to man " is his constant 
beacon : To it are his eyes directed ; 
where it guides him he follows. His 
only desire and delight are centred 
in humanity, which never deserts its 
followers, although they should for a 
time wander, deserted, forlorn, and 
with no one to support them in their 
hour of need. 

So fared it with the good David, 
who was obliged to flee from Saul, 
and wandered in the wilderness like 
a lost sheep, or like a bird that hops 
from twig to twig, when he was in 
the fastnesses at En-gedi, concealed 
from the wrath of his pursuers, who 
sought to take his life. There sat 
David, and a few of his trusty fol- 
lowers, in a desolate and dreary cave, 
the habitation of serpents and beasts 
of prey, surrounded on all sides by 
noxious reptiles ; in a cave where no 
man who knew the value of life 
would have entered; a cave into 
which the glorious light of heaven 
had never beamed, nor the sun shed 
its genial rays. JDarkness, and the 
shadow of death alone, there took up 
their abode. There no voice of joy 
• 2 Samuel xxiii. 9. 



was ever heard; no voice but the 
yells of devouring animals. There 
sat David, mild, placid, nay, even 
cheerful, as a bridegroom in the 
chamber of his bride, or as a king 
on his throne. His little host en- 
camped outside, hungry, fatigued, 
exhausted, from the troubles which 
they had endured : Life became a 
burthen to them. Despairing, they 
communed with each other and said, 
" Up ! Let us urge him on to turn 
against Saul, and at once to revenge 
him and ourselves for all the evils to 
which that tyrant has subjected us. 
Let us go and remonstrate with him, 
and require to know the cause why 
he delays attacking Saul ! Has he 
not heretofore vanquished and over- 
come his enemies? Are wb not 
strong enough ? Then why should 
we any longer wander in this dreary 
wilderness, enduring hunger and 
thirst, and deprived of every comfort 
of life? Our wives, our children^ 
and our effects, — have they not al- 
ready become a prey to Saul and his 
army ? Up, then ! Let some one 
address him, and urge him to the 
onslaught." 

Thus they communed, when 
Jeshoram, the son of Chacononai, 
advanced to David and addressed 
him ; ** JNIy lord David, thou art no 
stranger to the deeds that I have ac- 
complished. From the very mo- 
ment when I attended thee to win thy 
dowry from the Philistines, has my 
soul not at all times been true to 
thee ? Hast thou not always pros- 
pered when thou wert pleased to 
listen to my counsel ? and why ? 
Because I never hastened to effect 
a purpose without first looking to 
the result. How frequently have I 
not checked the young warriors, who, 
impelled by anger, impetuously rush- 
ed to the charge ere they had con- 
sidered the consequences ! Allow 
me now with great submission to 
say, that I am equally dissatisfied 
with thy deportment. Is it fitting 
for a warrior like thyself to be lazy ? 
to sit thus in a state of apathy ? Why 
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does fear possess thee ? or v/hy art 
thou afraia, that thou fleest hke a 
hind when pursued by the hunter ? 
How art thou changed 1 Where is now 
thy daring spirit flown ? Thou who 
couldst tnily boast, ' Thy servant has 
slain the lion and the bear, and this 
uncircumcysed Philistine shall be- 
come as one of them/ * — ^Thou who 
didst exclaim on that memorable 
occasion, 'Let no man's heart 
droop; thy servant will go and 
fight.^ith this Philistine !*t Didst not 
thou slay the haughty champion? 
and with what ? With a small stone ! 
But now that thou hast a sword, 
spear, and javelin, and art surround- 
ed by this trusty band of warriors, 
thy spirits flag, and thou art faint- 
hearted. Who is Saul, and who are 

• his men ? Did 1 not, with this spear, 
lay prostrate at my feet three hun- 
dred warriors at one time ? Surely 
we can vanquish the son of Kish 
and his imbecile adherents. O that 
thou but knewest how my soul thirsts 
for the blood of thine enemies ! how 
anxious I am to meet, to combat, and 
to overcome them ! Thou wouldest 
rejoice at our success. We surely 
are powerful enough. Strangers to 
fear, not one of our pursuers shall 
escape : Not even their cattle will we 
spare ; nay, not a hoof." 

Next spoke Eleazar, the son of 
Dodo the Ahohite : — ** Remember, 
son of Jesse, the day I attended thee 
in battle, when I challenged the 
whole array of the Philistines, when 
I pursued them sword in hand. I 
coveted not their plunder, neither did 
I seek their booty. I harassed and 
destroyed them on all sides : Was it 
for plunder ? No : — but to annihi- 
late my foes, and not co suffer a rem- 
nant of them to escape. My might 
has not forsaken me. Saul shall be- 
come as one of them, and his army 
like theirs." 

Shamniah, the son of Agee, the 
Hararite, then lifted up his voice 
and said : — " Surely those melodious 
strains must yet vibrate on thine ears 
which the virgins chanted in their 
dances, when in alternate choirs they 
sung, Said has slain thousands ; hut 
David tens of thousands. % How would 
their hearts again be gladdened on thy 
return 1- on the return of a virtuous 

• 1 Samuel xvH. 36. t Ibid, t Ibid, xviii. 7. 



man, who, free from sin and iniqui- 
ty, has been causelessly persecuted 
and pursued ! Will they not most 
readily become thy subjects, bow 
down to thee, and place the diadem 
on thy head ? Trust to us : We will 
serve thee, and not forsake thee 
whilst breath remains in our bodies. 
Remember the day when Israel was 
forced to flee before the Philistines : 
I alone remained in the field of len- 
tiles, and, maintaining my ground, 
hurled destruction on the foe. Hast 
thou already forgotten all this? 
Have we not often evinced our 
prowess unto thee? Remember, 
when we were encamped in the fast- 
nesses, and thou exclaimedst,]tO / 
that any one would enable me to drink 
of the waters of the well in Bethlehem, 
which is at the gate ! § did we not in- 
stantly rise up, actuated by one im- 
pulse, and, at the hazard of our lives, 
dash through the camp of the Phi- 
listines and bring thee water from 
that well ? We are now as ready to 
bring thee the blood of thine ene- 
mies, who seek thy life and who 
wish to destroy our names. Hasten 
then ! delay not a moment ! My 
sword is already drawn in my hand, 
and shall never return to its sheath 
till I have dyed, it with the blood . 
of thy oppressors,^ and thrown their 
carcases to the beasts of the field, 
and their booty shall be utterly an- 
nihilated ! " 

These words were scarcely uttered 
when Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, 
the son of a man from Kabziel, 
whose valiant soul had achieved 
mighty deeds, stepped Torth and 
said, " O that I equalled these three 
warriors who have so nobly excelled 
in arms !|| But if I am yet too young 
to rank with such heroes, still I 
trust my deeds will bear recounting. 
I destroyed two lion-like men of 
Moab. I vanquished a lion on a 
snowy day; and an Egyptian, full 
five cubits high, I smote with his 
own spear, which I wrenched from 
his grasp. My lord, though young, 
my arm is strong as brass. Let me 
but see mine enemy and my sword 
anticipates his destruction. How 
long yet is this man Saul to be a 
stumbling-block unto us? And 
why is our fame to be calumniated 

§ 2 Samuel xxiii. 15. || Ibid. 20. 
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at the gates ? It is already said, 
* David and bis followers are faint- 
hearted. Their courage has forsaken 
them. They hide themselves, like 
night-plunderers, who are afraid to 
see the light of the sun.' Thus our 
glory is clouded and disgraced. 
Lead us on. The Lord is with us. 
Thine enemies shall perish like grass. 
Let it to-day be proclaimed to the 
world who is the aggressor and who 
the conqueror ! " 

To them succeeded Abiathar the 
Priest, who thus addressed the chief : 
— " Hearken, I beseech thee, to the 
advice of thy friends, to the counsel 
of thy trusty warriors. They have 
advanced the truth free from guile. 
Why, I ask, should we wander in 
this vast and dreary wilderness, and 
abide here in this desolate cave, the 
habitation of scorpions and serpents ? 
Hast thou forgotten that Saul in 
one day destroyed eighty. five men 
who wore the holy linen ephod ; 
and that he so totally destroyed the 
priestly city Nob that he did not 
suffer men, women, or children 
longer to exist? Even sucking 
babes did not escape his dire 
vengeance. Nay, the very cattle 
fell a prey to his malignity. And 
for what ? Because he hated thee. 
Remember thy words to me then, 
* I have been the unfortunate cause of 
all this calamity to thy father's 
house.* * The blood of my father's 
house now calls on thee for revenge. 
Arise, then ! and wreak thy ven- 
geance on the tyrant this day, to 
atone for the blood of the Lord's 
servants which he has spitt ! Art 
thou not the Lord's anointed, 
chosen by him to reign in Israel? 
Arise, then, I pray thee, and help 
his people and his priestly servants. 
Has he not said, ' Thou shall feed 
my people Israel and thou shall be lord 
overfhemF'f Whilst yet he spoke, 
one of the scouts, who had been 
despatched by David, swiftly came 
running from one of the points of 
reconnoiiisance, and shouted, " Re- 
joice ! rejoice ! The enemy is al- 
ready taken ! He is within our 
grasp ! Saul is at hand ! Quick, 
and you will succeed 1 His host has 

• 1 Samuel xxii. 17—22. 
t 2 Samuel v. 2. 



wound round yonder rock, and he 
only, himself, remains behind. I 
saw him enter the cave there to the 
north. Haste, and we shall take 
him!" 

All with one accord exclaimed : 
" This is the day which we have so 
long looked for. Seize sword and 
spear, javelin and shield ! For this 
is the day on which the promise of 
the Lord will be accomplished, who 
said, 'Behold, I will surrender thy 
enemy into thy power ! ' ** 

With anger flashing from their 
nostrils, they all prepared to rise 
and to assail him. 

David arose from his seat, leaning 
on his sword, his eyes beaming 
mildness, benevolence, and charity : 
So dilates the heart of the virtuous 
man, when an opportunity offers of 
extending mercy and of conquering 
his passions! Advancing to his 
warriors and looking round, he thus 
addressed them: — "Stay, my 
friends ! Stay, ye who seek my 
welfare ! Stay, and listen to me.'* 
They stopped, and he continued : — 
**Ye have ever been trusty men to me. 
Ye have never, in any one instance, 
or upon any occasion, swerved from 
my word. Ye have paid implicit 
attention to all my commands : For 
that the Lord will reward you. 
Do ye therefore also now listen to 
my request : Let each warrior de- 
liver to me his sword, and sit ye 
down. It is not for you to seek 
revenge on Saul. That vengeance 
is due to me alone : He is mine 
enemy, and seeks to destroy my 
life." 

On hearing this request they all, 
with one impulse, delivered their 
weapons, and sat down. 

David then turned towards the 
north, and beheld where Saul was 
entering the cave alone for a private 
purpose. David followed unseen, 
although he saw Saul and heard him 
angrily muttering to himself, "O 
that my people could but find- this 
David ! I would give his carcase to 
the birds of the air and to the 
beasts of the field ! Where can he 
be gone, and where is his hiding- 
place ? Did thejr not tell me that he 
bad taken up his abode here in this 
wilderness? O that I could but 
find him!" 
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Where is the mtn who has his 
enemy within his grasp, — that 
enemy who has repaid him evil for 
good, who has driven him from his 
paternal roof, who pursues him in 
order, without any just reason, to 
deprive him of life, — where is that 
man who would not retaliate, grasp 
his enemy by the throat, hurl him 
to the ground, and rejoice to see 
him weltering in his blood and the 
dogs feasting on his vitals? Such 



are the urgent dictates of vengeance. 
But David slowly approached the 
implacable Saul. Vengeance was 
within the length of his sword. 
One thrust and it is done! The 
opportunity might never again pre- 
sent itself ! But humanity remained 
triumphant, and David — raised his 
sword and — cut off the hem of Saul's 
garment ! 

S. H., Sen. 



III. METAPHYSICS AND PHILOSOPHY OF THE RABBIES. 
Sepher Ikkarim : 



BOOK OP principles:" by R. JOSEPH ALBO. 

{Continued from page 203.) 

CHAPTER II. sessed of mechanical faculties, far 

beyond all human imitation, as is 
demonstrated in the " Letter of the 
Animals to Man," composed by 
Abuhan al Zaphi. 2. The perfec- 
tion which we attain in idea affords 
us greater delight than that which 
we attain in practice ; which proves 
that the principal aim of reason 
consists in the perfection of the 
inward or contemplative ideas.* 

Thence it comes that man is more 
desirous of exercising his sense of 
seeing and of hearing than that of 
smelling, &c., because by the two 
former his mind becomes enriched, 
whereas the effects of his other 
senses are merely physical, and do 
not, therefore, contribute to his real 
perfection, but simply to those corpo- 
real wants, which he has in common 
with other animals. And as every 
animate being is most inclined to- 
wards that, which promotes the pe- 
culiar aim and tendency of its^ spe- 
cies, the exercise of these two senses 
are preferred by man, because 
it is a means of approximating 
to the purpose of his existence. 
And therefore Holy Writ more 
especially ascribes the creation of 
these two senses to the Deity, as 
Solomon saith, *• The ear hears, the 
eye sees : the Lord has created them 
both." (Prov. XX. 12.) As the in- 
struction, afforded by a teacher, 
takes a firmer hold on the mind than 



As every being in nature, accord- 
ing to its kind, has an exclusive 
purpose, distinct from that of all 
other species, which constitutes the 
cause and aim of its existence ; and 
as man is not only one of these 
beings, but likewise, as we have 
already demonstrated, superior to 
them all in accomplishments and 
perfection, it thence results that his 
aim and purpose must likewise be 
exclusively his own and peculiar to 
himself. It cannot, therefore, be 
that which he has in common with 
other animals, namely, that he is 
animate, does therefore require 
nourishment, and is gifted with 
sensation : For, were this the case, 
the perfection of the jackass, or the 
swine, would equal that'of man, and 
the purpose of their existence be 
precisely similar to that of his. 
But as we see in man intellectual 
powers, superior in degree to those 
of all other animals, we are justified 
in asserting that the aim and pur- 
pose of existence, exclusively pecu- 
liar to man, is, that he should exer- 
cise and perfect these intellectual 
faculties. These faculties form two 
classes : 1. Reflective. 2. Active. 
But as the second class is merely the 
result of the first, the perfection pe- 
culiar to man consists in his re- 
flective powers : For, were we to 
assume that the active efforts of his 
mind, such as arts, sciences, or 
manufactures, constitute his only 
perfection, we should be in error. 
As, 1. We find many animals pos- 



• If our active powers were our only per- 
fection, we should again become reduced to a 
level with the brute $ as the aim of aU active 
efforts is enjoyment. 



Digitized by 



Google 



METAPHYSICS AND PHILOSOPHY OF THE RABBISS. 



249 



what is self. acquired, he gives pre- 
cedence to the ear before the eye. 
The preference of these two senses 
before the rest, the same wise king 
likewise alludes to, when he says, 
" My little dove ; in the clefts of the 
rocks, in their inmost concealment, 
let me but see thee appear, let me 
but hear thy voice ; for thy voice is 
sweet and thy appearance beaute- 
ous." (Canticles ii. 14.) This is an 
address of the poet to his own soul, 
under the simile of a dove hidden 
in the body, where its seat is not 
known, as a timid turtle hides in 
the [deepest cleft of the rock. He 
calls upon that soul to evince the 
fulness of its powers by means of 
the two senses of sight and hearing, 
which alone serve to develope the 
human perfection, provided he 
makes proper use of them : For if 
he abuser them to the idle purposes 
of worldly vanity, he is blind and 
deaf» though in the full possession of 
all his senses : As the prophet apos- 
trophises those who were immersed 
in sensual intoxication : " Hearken, 
ye deaf; ye blind, look up and 
see \" (Isaiah xlii. 18.) 

Absolute perfection is twofold : — 
1 . That which accompanies existence 
and is at once developed : This is 
called the perfection of the object. 2. 
That which is obtained by the 
greatest possible developement of 
all the powers ; and which, though 
in the germ it accompanies exist- 
ence, is only called forth in the man- 
ner we have stated : This is called 
the perfection of the purpose. Other 
animals have not any perfection 
except that of the first kind, nor 
can it be expected that they should 
improve: Therefore it is said of 
them at the time of creation, " God 
saw that it was good ; " (Genesis i. 
21 for as soon as existence was 
bestowed on them, they had attained 
the perfection of their purpose, and 
were ** good," because not suscepti- 
ble of improvement. But, at the 
creation of man, these words, as is 
most remarkable, are not used by 
Holy Writ, because he is not like 
other animals ; he has not attained 
the perfection of his purpose as soon 
as existence is bestowed on him, — 
he is susceptible of improvement, — 
and that improvement depends on 

2 



his own will, and his using the 
powers- of h\$ soul so as perfectly 
to develope them. Therefore the 
preacher says, ** Fame is more pre- 
cious than fragrant oil, and the 
d^ing-day better than the day of 
birth."^ (Ecclesiastes vii. 1.) In the 
first part of the verse he praises the 
fame which is acquired by , good 
qualities ; yet, says he,'even this is not 
tne real good to be enjoyed by the 
soul ; for as long as man liveth he 
has not yet attained the purpose of his 
being; throughout his whole life- 
time he is progressing from the 
germ into that full developement 
which is the perfection of the pur- 
pose, and this is attained only in 
death, which seals his progress : 
Further, to point out this essential 
difference between the creation of 
man and that of all other animals, 
and between the purpose of his 
being and of theirs, we find that 
Holv Writ uses the words, "God 
made the beast of the field accord- 
ing to its kind, and the cattle ac- 
cording to its kind, and all the rep- 
tiles of the earth according to their 
kind," (Genesis i. 28,) thereby to 
denote, that the purpose of animals 
is not that of the individual but of 
the kind or species. Therefore the 
females were created at the same 
time with the males, and without be- 
ing distinctly mentioned. But as 
man, in addition to the general 
purpose of his species, has a supe- 
rior, distinct, and individual purpose; 
the words, " according to his kind," 
are not used at his creation. Nor 
is the woman created at the same 
time as the man ; for ^his purpose 
is distinct and complete within him- 
self, whereas woman is created as 
an aid to man, to whom the pur- 
pose of her exiitence is thus second- 
ary. 

This perfection of purpose, how- 
ever, as we stated before, does not 
accompany existence, but results 
from the mil and due developement 
of the souPs powers and faculties ; 
therefore Solomon saith, ** The dis- 
tinction, of man from the brute is" 
pt^, meaning the germ of something 
which is not vet. (Eccles. iii. 19.) 
His meaning is not. There is no dis- 
tinction between man and brute ; as 
in that case he must have said 
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rronyn p mwrr ^did r«» " There 
is no distinction," &c. Where- 
as, on the contrary, he positively 
asserts there is a distinction, but it 
is the germ of a something which 
is not yet developed. This is like- 
wise the meaning of Job when he 
says «inn p«D nninm, " Wisdom 
cometh out of pK, (the germ of some- 
thing which is not yet,) and which 
is the place of understanding," (Job 
xxviii. 21,) namely, wisdom is en- 
gendered from the germ of those 
mental powers in man which is 
called pM ; and, in order fully to de- 
fine what he means by f>«, he further 
tells us, "which is the place of un- 
derstanding," merely the place, not 
understanding itself. 

CHAPTER III. 



Whatever is inthe germ must be 
developed ; and unless that is done, 
it may be considered as non-exist- 
ing : Thence it ia evident, that, as 
we said, the perfecting of the pur- 
pose in man is the full and complete 
developement of his soul's powers, 
the germ of which accompanies his 
existence ; and as this only consti- 
tutes his distinction before other 
animals, unless this developement is 
afforded to his faculties, there is no 
real distinction between him and the 
brute. It therefore behoves us to 
define what is the developement 
which constitutes the perfection of 
the purpose for which man was 
created. 

Philosophers unanimously assert 
that this perfection is the force of 
reason. They maintain that the 
knowledge which is acquired by 
means of this force of reason, is 
immortal, and survives the perishable 
bodys that there is an intimate 
connection between the understand- 
ing, him who understands, and the 
objects to be understood, which all 
are concentrated by the force of rea- 
son : This concentration is imperish- 
able, and to attain it, is alike the 
purpose for which man is created, 
and the supreme felicity to which he 
is appointed ; as no other immorta- 
lity is possible, a man would other- 
wise be created without any aim, 
and not possessed of that superiority 
and perfection which, as we nave re- 



peatedlv proved, belongs to him. 
Many divines have adopted this opi- 
nion of philosopher 8, because they be- 
lieved it to be in accordance with the 
maxims of the law. To this they 
were induced by the meaning which 
they assigned to Moses's prayer, 
** That I may know thee in order 
that I may find grace in thine eyes." 
(Exodus xxxiii. 13.) Whence they 
infer that he only who is possessed 
of knowledge can obtain the Divine 
grace, and that consequently know- 
ledge is felicity. But in reality this 
passage only proves that he who has 
attained knowledge is superior to 
him who has not made that acquisi- 
tion; but it does not prove that he 
who does not succeed in acquiring 
the highest degree of knowledge is 
incapable of felicity. The words in 
Holy Writ are, ** that I may know 
thee." But this knowledge of the 
Divine Being is possessed by himself 
alone, and by none other. We, 
therefore, after mature reflection, 
give it as our opinion, that the as- 
sertion of the philosophers, which 
we have stated above, is not only in 
itself untenable, but is likewise con- 
trary to the doctrines of the law: 
For, according to this assertion, 
man would be created in vain, and 
without any purpose whatever, as 
one of two must be the case — either 
the purpose can be attained by 
man, or it cannot ; if the latter, it is 
evident that man is created in vain ; 
if the former, it is evident that, were 
this attainment to depend upon su- 
perior knowledge, scarcely one man 
in a thousand could lay claim thereto : 
So that it mi${ht be said that a So- 
crates or a Plato, or the few who 
equalled them, attained the superior 
knowledge that alone is the purpose 
for which man was created, whereas 
all the rest of mankind, not being 
able to attain that knowledge, are 
created in vain, and not superior to 
other animals. And if some gene- 
rations were to pass without pro- 
ducing any men so pre-eminent as 
Socrates or Plato, then these entire 
generations form an hiatus in the 
annals of creation, and are to be ac- 
counted as non-existing. This would 
not only be erroneous, but most 
presumptuous, inasmuch as it im- 
putes to the Deity a wapt of design 
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in his works, having created so vast 
a majority of mankind in vain and 
without any purpose. Moreover, as 
they do not define what kind of 
knowledge is thus to entitle its pos. 
sessor to a lot so greatly preferable 
to his fellow-men;, even a man 
most pre-eminently gifted with wis- 
dom, science, and knowledge, may 
still be unable to attain the perfec- 
tion of purpose, as his knowledge 
may not be of the right sort. For 
surely, it is not mathematics or na- 
tural philosophy that can abstract- 
edly bestow any perfection on the 
human soul; and their utility is 
only to prepare the soul for a greater 
degree of acquaintance with the 
great Author of nature, and with 
his works; it is therefore impossible 
that immortality should be the result 
of a perfect acquaintance with either 
of these sciences only. This David 
attests, when he says, " The heavens 
proclaim the glory of God ; and the 
firmament sheweth his handy-work. 
Day unto day uttereth speech, and 
night unto night showeth know- 
ledge. Their line is gone out through 
all the earth, and their words to the 
end of the world." (Psalm xix. 1 — 4.) 
What the human faculties can perceive 
and learn from the motions of the 
celestial bodies is, that every mova- 
ble object must be impelled by a 
moving power, which infers the ex- 
istence of the Deity. 

But the whole of the knowledge 
to be acquired from the works of 
nature, if limited to them, is insuffi- 
cient to impart immortality, or to 
restore the soul in purity and perfec- 
tion, to that exalted source from 
whence it emanated. This can only 
be done by means of the Divine 
law. Therefore, David, after having 
fully expressed all the advantages 
to be derived by contemplating the 
works of nature, concludes with 
saying, ** The law of the Lord is 
perfect and restoreth the soul," &c. ; 
(Psalm xix. 7 ;) thereby to de- 
note the preference of the Divine 
laws to those of nature and society, 
as we fully demonstrated in the 
eighth chapter of our first division, to 
which we refer. This proves beyond 
all doubt or contradiction, that it is a 
.knowledge of the Deity and of his law 
alone, and not any human science, 

2 



that can confer perfection or immor- 
tality ; and this knowledge of the 
Deity must be founded on truth and 
exempt from human fallibility. It 
is impossible that human knowledge 
should attain the universal wisdom 
evinced in creation : Therefore some 
philosophers denied the immortality 
of the soul, as they maintain that hu- 
man wisdom cannot acquire perfect 
and universal knowledge; as what- 
ever he acquires, must be mere hypo- 
thesis and uncertain, which is proved 
by the fact, that many of the most 
celebrated philosophers entertained 
contrary opinions on the same sub- 
ject, both of which could of course 
not be right. And if perfection is to 
depend on the accuracy of mere hu- 
man science, one of these disputants 
must be created in vain and without 
a purpose. 

But it is a fact, that opinions like 
those of the philosophers which we 
have mentioned, are most pernicious^ 
and only lead the mind astray. For, 
after diving into the most profound 
depths of mysteries inscrutable to 
mere human reason, they lay before us 
useless, offensive, or noxious weeds, 
as the reward of their toils. To 
these David alludes, when he says : 
** Speculations I hate, but thy law 
I love." (Psalm cxix. 113.) His 
meaning is : I hate the idle specula- 
tions of human philosophy, for they 
are useless and lead us astray ; but I 
love thy law, for it affords us certain- 
ty, and places the means of attaining 
perfection within the reach of every 
one who obeys its commandments. 
For these means must alike be with- 
in the grasp of every member of the 
human species ; for, as every other 
gift of nature to any species of ani- 
mals is extended to all the members 
of that species, although to some 
in a greater degree than to others ; 
so likewise the peculiar and exclu- 
sive gift of the Creator to man, per- 
fection and immortality, is alike ex- 
tended to every member of the hu- 
man race; and the greater or less 
degree results from the free-will of 
the individual. Nor are these means 
limited to any particular age or ge- 
neration, as otherwise mankind 
would be created in vain, which is 
utterly impossible, as no species can 
or does exist distinguished in foriz^ 
k2 
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and endowments^ which should either 
be created without a peculiar and 
distinct purpose, or not possess the 
means of attaining the purpose for 
which it has manifestly been in- 
tended by its Creator. Therefore 
Aristotle says, " We are certain that 
a time must come, and cannot for 
ever be delayed, when all men will 
become attached to truth, and strive 
to attain a knowledge of the Deit^, 
the thirst for which is implanted in 



their nature." He justly makes thil 
assertion because he felt, that, if 
auch were not the case, mankind is 
created in vain. 

But as this assertion of Aristotle 
is not yet become realised, it is our 
duty to examine whether any, and 
what, means are placed within the 
reach of all or the greater part of 
mankind, by the aid of which they 
may attain the perfection of purpose 
or immortal fehcity. 



{To be continued.) 



. IV. THE MISHNA. 

MliM n^DO, Mescheth Aboth : " thb ethics op the fathers." 

pib p. COMMENTS BY NAPHTALI HIRT3 WESSELY. 

(Contintted from page 231.) 

Jose the eon of Joezer, a man of Zoredah, and Jose tlie son of Johanan, a man of 
Jerusalem, obtained the law from him ( Antigonus of Socho). Jose the son of Joezer, 
saith, " Let thine house be a place of assemblage to i;n3e men,* co^er thyaelf mth the dust 
of their feet, and drink in their words with thirst. (I. 4.) 



Commentary. Jose the son of 
Joezer y a man of Zoredah, and Jose 
the son of Johanan, a man of Jerusa- 
lem, Sfc. — In the Talmud (treatise 
Chagiga ) we are told, that whenever 
two tanaim, or ** Teachers," are 
named in the Mishna, as conjointly 
succeeding to the transmission of the 
law, one of them is the Nassi or 
"Prince," and the second Ab-beth- 
din, •' the Father or President of the 
tribunal." These two tanaim were 
contemporaries with Antiochus Epi- 
phanes, who endeavoure I to destroy 
the Jews. 

Let thine house be a place of assem- 
bly, Sfc. — ^These three maxims, al- 
though confined to the law, do, ne- 
vertheless, likewise contain the two 
other greater principles which per- 
vade the sayings of the tanaim in this 
treatise j namely, worship and prac- 
tical benevolence. His first maxim 
is : Cherish the society of wise men, 
and intercourse with them ; not only 
because thou wilt profit by their 
instruction, but because it is in the 
nature of the soul that intercourse 
with those who are devoted to Divine 

• By this designation the Mishnic Teach- 
ers meant those pious Sages who devoted 
themselves to the study and promulgation 
of the law, and who are emphatically called 
D*03n, or « wise men." 



contemplation will exercise a most 
salutary influence on our own moral 
qualities. The proof of this we fre- 
q^uently find in Holy Writ. Of the 
times of Eli the High Priest w^ find 
it said, " And the word of the Lord 
was scarce in those days, prophetic 
visions did not arise." (1 Samuel 
iii. 1.) But as soon as the light of 
Samuel shone forth, many other 
Prophets likewise became inspired ; 
so that even Saul felt the influence 
of the Prophetic Spirit. The Pro- 
phets in the days of Elijah knew that 
he was about to leave them, because 
they felt a decrease of that influence 
which his superior gift exercised on 
them (2 Kings ii. 3.) These instances 
prove, that the presence and exam- 
ple of men of superior endowments 
does operate sensibly and beneficially 
on those who surround them. And 
as all men ought to endeavour to ap- 
proximate to perfection as near as 
they possibly can, the society of the 
wise and pious ought to be che- 
rished. 

Cover thyself with the dust of theiir 
feet — This maxim refers to worship, 
and recommends us to attend and 
wait on the wise, in order to learn 
and improve from and by the in- 
struction afforded by their example. 
Thus we read in Holy Writ : •' Eli- 
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sHa the soA of Sh&phat iis here, who 
poured water on the hands of Elijah/' 
or who waited on him. (2 Kinffs 
iii. 11.) Of Joshua it is likewise said, 
"His servant, Joshua the son of 
Nun." (Exodus xxxiii. 11.) Nor 
must man be swayed by the pride of 
rank, station, or wealth ; but his first 
duty is to improve his mind in that 
knowledge which pious Sages by 
their doctrines and example can best 
impress. 

And drink in their words mtk thirst 
— ^This maxim refers to practical be- 
nevolence, and teaches us to be ar- 
dently attached to the law oi God, 
and as desirous of instruction as he 
. who is plagued with thirst is of beve- 
rage. The Prophets often compare 
the longing for I>ivine instruction to 
thirst, as, " Lo, all ye that thir8t> go 
to the water.'* (Isaiah Iv. 1.) "Be- 
hold, there are days coming when I 
shall send hunger on earth } not hun- 
ger for bread, or thirst for water, but 
to hear the word of the Lord." 
(Amos viii. 14.) Many other similar 
passages might be adduced. This 
maxim particularly teaches us, that 
we are to receive the word of Gpd, 
in which pious and wise'men instruct 
us, without ratiocination, but in 
purity of love, and should rejoice in 
obeying them, although we may not 
be able to explain to ourselves the 
motives or causes for particular 
commands. We are ever to re- 
member, that the law is the word 
of God, and "God understandeth 
its way." He who does this is the 
true lover of wisdom; his heart is 
faithful to God and to his holy word ; 
and he only is worthy of receiving 
the glorious crown of the law. But 
he who limits his obedience to such 
commands only as his own shallow 
mind approves, does not love and 
cherish the law of God, but his own 
weak and conceited opinions. He 
will not, in the words of our teacher, 
"drink in the words of wise men 
with thirst;" but will accept of 
such only as are to his own taste. 
Therefore the Royal Leader of the 
pious saith, " The path of faith have 
I chosen; thy statutes ^n>1U^ are 
alike to me." (Psalm cxix. 30.) 
His meaning is : I do not choose, or 
prefer, some of thy statutes before 
others, because my reason approves 



of their motives ; but to me all thy 
words are alike important, becattse I 
have faith in thee who hast com- 
manded them. But though it thus 
is the duty of man, not to make bis 
obedience to the Divine commands 
dependent on his own ratiocinations, 
yet, when man has attained to that 
high degree of love and devotion 
which inculcates perfect obedienee> 
it then becomes his duty to endea- 
vour clearly to understand the ten- 
dency of these commands. Accord«- 
ingly the Poet-King prays :. " Teach 
me good reasons and knowledge, 
because I believed in thy command- 
ments." (Psalm cxix. 45.) His 
meaning is : Teach me duly to un- 
derstand the good reasons of thy 
laws, because I already Uncondition- 
ally believe in them, whether I im- 
derstand them or not. Thus Solo- 
mon likewise teaches us, when he 
says, "Acquire wisdom; acquire 
understandinff." (Prov. iv. 6.) By 
wisdom Holv Writ mostly intends to 
express " tne laws of God ; " he 
therefore lirst instructs us, Accjuire 
unconditional faith in, and obedience 
to, the law ; which is the true wis- 
dom : And when thou hast done 
this, then strive with all thy faculties 
to acquire a due understandiBg of its 
motives. This twofold most eminent 
quality of unconditional obedience 
to the word of God as such, and the 
subsequent endeavour to understand 
its reason8,-^wa8 attained by our 
ancestors, when they stood at Mount 
Sinai, there in the Divine Presence 
to receive the law. Their words 
were: "Whatever the Lord com- 
mands us, ^D^y) ir]U^^2, we toUl do 
and hear." (Exodus, xxiv. 70 First, 
we declare our willing obedience, 
and readiness to do whatever the 
Lord commands ; and then 2^30^3, 
we wili hear, a word which frequently 
is used in the Sacred Scriptures to 
express " understand : " As, for 
instance, " A nation whose language 
i^Dtt^n «V, thou Shalt not understand." 
(Deut. xxvii. 49.) The Israelites at 
that time were perfect in their faith : 
They knew that the commands of 
the Lord, emanating from the Source 
of all wisdom, must all be alike 
wise, though their limited faculties 
might not oe able to penetrate the 
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motives of some of these commands. 
They therefore express, first, their 
determination unconditionally to 
obey whatever is commanded to 
them, and, subsequently, that they 
will endeavour to understand the 
true meaning of these commands. 

These two qualities are often 
called '' the two great crowns ; " as 
our Rabbies say, in Pirke Rabbi 
Akiva, " Rabbi Simoe preached : 
When the Israelites first said, * We 
will do and afterwards we will un- 
derstand,' the angelic host attached 
two crowns to tne brow of every 



Israelite; but when, subsequently, 
they committed the heinous ofiTence 
of the golden calf, these crowns were 
taken from them, as it is written : 
* They stripped off their ornaments 
from Mount Horeb.' (Exod. xxiii. 6.) 
These two crowns were obedience and 
understanding, like the holy angels, 
who diligently obey the commands 
of the Most High; which whilst 
obeying they endeavour to compre- 
hend ; as it is written, " The 
mighty in power obey his behests, 
in order to understand the voice of 
his commands." (Psalm ciii. 20.) 



(To be continued.) 



To the Editor of the Hebrew Review. 
Sm, — I have the pleasure of enclosing to you part of the comment of 
the great Maimonides on the Treatise pi»n, which I have translated. 

I beg to observe that my aim has not been the attainment of any 
particular style or elegance of diction, but simply to express the opinion 
of our great luminary, on a most interesting subject, in the language of 
the present day. Since writing it, I understand that a translation is to 
be found in a small work on the nii« ^P'^S5 written by a Mr. Abra- 
hams about sixty or seventy years ago. That, however, I presume, is 
not much known ; so that the opinions of the Rambam could not obtain 
that general notoriety which they will now have, in your valuable and 
widely-circulated publication, should you consider the inclosed worthy 
of insertion. I remain, 

Yours most obediently, 
4, Bury-street^ St, Mary Axe^ E. N. 

l^th January^ 1835. 



THE PREFACE OF MAIMONIDES 

TO THE TALMUDIC TREATISE \ht\. 

All Israel have a portion in the world to come j as it is written, '* And your nation are 
all righteous, for ever shall they inherit tiie land : the branch of my planting, the 
work of my hands, that I may be glorified." (Isaiah Ix. 21.) 
Many serious and important prin- again have been productive of such 



ciples of faith here claim our con- 
sideration. Those versed in the law 
are divided in their opinions as to the 
good which is to accrue to us by our 
observance of the commandments 
received by us from the Almighty 
by the hands of Moses, our in- 
structor, (peace be with him !) and 
the evil which is to be the conse- 
quence of our neglect of those pre- 
cepts. The different turns of men's 
minds and acquirements have caused 
a great variety of opinions, which 



confusion that few are to be found 
whose ideas are clear, and whose 
conclusions on the subject are, in 
some degree, undisturbed by doubts. 
One class of reasoners consider 
that the good is the garden of Eden, 
where worldly pleasures are enjoyed 
without trouole or labour, in noble 
edifices of precious stones, on silk- 
en couches, in places where rivers of 
wine, precious oils, and all the 
choicest productions of nature that 
can tend to increase the sources of 
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delight, abound $ and that the evil is 
Gehinnom, where the sins of man- 
kind are visited on them by con- 
suming fires and many other species 
of just retribution, the detail of 
which would fill volumes. This 
class ground their opinion on several 
expressions of our Rabbies of blessed 
memory, and on passages in the 
Scriptures, the literal signification 
of which seems at first sight to cor- 
roborate their doctrines. 
. The second class look upon the 
days of the Messiah (may he speedily 
redeem us !) as the desired good ; 
and think that in his times all men 
will enjoy an angelic and an eternal 
state of existence, continually pro- 
gressing in happiness ; that he will 
reign under the particular protection 
of Providence ; and that the earth 
will then bring forth garments ready 
made, produce bread ready baked, 
and many other impossible things of 
the [same; kind. The evil they con- 
sider to be the disqualification, 
through want of merit, to live in 
those felicitous times. They bring 
as authority for what they advance 
various sayings of the sages, and 
parts of the Scripture which they 
apply to their opinions wholly or 
partially. 

With the third class the chief 
good is the re-animation of the dead ; 
which implies, that man shall live 
after his death, and re-associate with 
his connections and family, enjoying 
the pleasures of life, undiminished 
by the fear of dissolution : And in 
their view the evil consists in not 
living after the period of ordinary 
life. They deduce their opinions 
from many sayings of the wise men, 
and from parts of Holy Writ, of 
which their explanation bears on 
what they maintain or on part of it. 

The fourth class hold, that the 
benefit arising from the perform- 
ance of the commandments is bodily 
ease and increasing prosperity in this 
world, such as fruitful lands, ample 
property, numerous children, corpo- 
real health, peace and security under 
the protection of a King in Israel, with 
power over those who seek to op- 
press us : And the evil which will 
befal us, on our disobeying the law, 
will be these circumstances reversed 
in the manner of our present suffer- 



ings in this state of our captivity. 
They ground their sentiments on 
passages in the law, and on the de- 
nunciations of curses, which they 
confirm by the historical circum- 
stances narrated in Scripture. 

The fifth, who are the most nume- 
rous class, combine the above opinions, 
and say that the point of hope is the 
coming of the Messiah, the re-ani- 
mation of the dead, the entering 
into the garden of Eden, and the 
possession of bodily enjoyments 
there to all eternity. 

But there are very few who" can 
define this marvellous point — the 
world to come, who enter^ into its 
principle, who inquire to what it 
tends, who endeavour to distinguish 
between the good itself, its aim and 
object, or that which coniiuces to it, 
or who turn their attention to the 
discrimination of the various pre- 
ceding notions^; but rather, both 
among the ordinary kinds of people, 
and those of better understanding. 
Questions are asked; such as, how 
tne dead shall rise, whether naked 
or clothed, &c., &c; whether the 
distinctions of rich and poor, strong 
and weak, shall continue among men 
in the days of the Messiah ; and many 
other inquiries of the same nature. ^ 

Now, thou who art reading this 
book, attend to the tale I am going 
to relate to thee, by which thou wilt 
understand my meaning throughout. 
Figure to thyself a young child, 
brought to a master to receive in- 
struction, who is exceedingly kind to 
him, to induce him to learn ; but as 
his extreme youth prevents him from 
appreciating the advantages of learn- 
ing, and his tender years protect 
him from compulsion, the master 
leads him to study by the promise of 
things sought for by children of his 
years, and holds out to him the re- 
ward of a few figs, almonds, or a little 
honey, by which means the child 
reads and exerts himself, not for the 
sake of the reading itself, because its 
advantage are not known to him, 
but for the purpose of obtaining the 
reward, which is more valuable in 
his opinion than the reading, which 
he looks upon only as a labour, and 
to be attended to solely for the pur. 
pose of acquiring the wished-for 
end, which, with him, is a little 
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honey, or a few almonds. As he 
grows up, and his understanding 
improves, he thinks lightl]^ of those 
things which he before prized ; and 
turning his mind to other objects, it 
becomes needful to excite him by the 
promise of something which, in his 
estimation at that period of life, 
seems more valuable ; and handsome 
clothing becomes the promised re- 
ward of his reading, which he culti- 
vates only with a view to the pos- 
session of the gay attire, without 
considering as to the importance of 
the reading in itself. When his ideas 
expand, he seeks other inducements, 
which are offered to him in the shape 
of money; so that the course of 
reading is still continued, but he 
regards it solely as the means by 
which the money, or any other pro- 
mised and desirable object, is to be 
obtained. But when his under- 
standing becomes more matured, 
his former inducements lose their 
importance, being no longer viewed 
according to his previous estimate 
of their value. Amoition is then em- 
ployed ; and he is told to regard his 
acquirements as the means of be- 
coming a ruler or a judge, or of ob« 
taininpr respect and honour among 
mankind ; and the aim is, with him, 
the consideration and regard which 
he is to enjoy from those around 
him, and not the learning which is 
the medium of those advantages. 



Now this simile at least goes to 
show, that many persons consider 
wisdom in a far different and inferior 
light than its real and intrinsic 
worth, making the cultivation of 
knowledge and science but the road 
to honour and to other advantages. 
And this foolish notion concerning 
truth and knowledge is what the 
Rabbles have called, ''wisdom per- 
verted from its proper end ;" such 
as performing the Commandments 
with exactitude, and studying the 
Law with assiduity, not for the sake 
of that which the observance of that 
Law and those Commandments 
themselves confer, but for some se- 
condary object. Thev have expa- 
tiated on this topic, ana said, "Thou 
shalt not use the law as a crown with 
which to aggrandize thyself, or as a 
spade with which to dig." And they 
have hinted at what I have noticed 
to you, that it is not the end of wis- 
dom to receive from mankind hon- 
our, or pecuniary profit ; and that, 
far from making the law of God the 
means even of obtaining a livelihood, 
the only end ; in acc^uiring wisdom 
should be to know it for its own 
sake; and thus that there should be no 
other object before our eyes, in the 
acquisition of truth, than to know 
what truth is, and that the Torah is 
truth ; the end of knowing which, is 
the performance of our duties. 



(To be continued.) 

DEATH OF R. DAVID FRIEDLANDER. 

It is our painful duty to announce to our readers the death of the vener- 
able and celebrated R. David Friedlander, at Berlin. He was bom at Ko- 
nigsberg, in Prussia, in the year 1750, and became the pupil and confiden- 
tial friend of the great Mendelsohn. Like him, the welfare and improve- 
ment of his brethren was a constant object of his cares. He was'author of 
several Hebrew and German works of distinguished merit : His ijK*lU^ rhoti 
or German translation of the Hebrew Liturgy, have long and deservedly 
enjoyed the highest approbation. As a man of considerable wealth and in- 
fluence, his patronage and active support were freely yielded to those of his 
brethren whose necessities, or talents, entitled them to the notice of this 

§reat and good man ; to whose exertions the Prussian Jews are chiefly in- 
ebted for those rights of citizenship which at present they enjoy. This 
last survivor of the splendid galaxy of talent and virtue, formed by, andcon- 
temporary|with, Mendelsohn and Wessely, died at the advanced age of eighty- 
five years, and in the full possession of his faculties, at Berlin, in the be- 
ginning of last month. 

London :-*Printed by James Nicbols, 46, Hoxton-Squar«. 
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I. ON THE CHARACTERISTIC TRAITS IN THE COUNTENANCE 
AND BEARING OF NATIONS, ARISING FROM MORAL 

CAUSES. 

(Contirmedfrom page 244 J 



From the death of Joshua until the 
appointment of Saul as King over the 
Israelites is computed a period of 
about four hundred years The fatal 
disobedience of the command, not to 
desist from the war until the seven 
nations were entirely rooted out from 
the land, occasioned that period to 
be marked with intervals of disaster 
and sufferings to the people, as was 
announced would be the case. (Judges 
ii. 1 — 4.) Yet of the four hundred 
years, about three hundred were 
passed in peace and happiness, as the 
fruits of the observance of their laws; 
and if we ^vish to represent to our- 
selves the characteristic traits which 
distinguished the countenance and 
bearing of the nation generally du- 
ring that period, we have only to turn 
to those laws, to the incidents related 
in their history, and to the manners 
and customs that prevailed among 
them, to be satisfied, that they must 
have been such as became a people 
whom the Deity had vouchsafed to 
call his own, and for whose conduct 
he had laid down such rules as might 
render them worthy of that high 
dignity. 

That they were an intellectual 
people and of exalted sentiments, can 
scarcely be doubted if we look to the 
effects which only the knowledge of 
their origin, the wonders that had 
been performed on their behalf, and 
in their very sight, as well as the 
tone and stile in which those events 
and their law were handed down to 
them in their sacred writings might 
reasonably be expected to produce 
on their minds, and consequently on 
their appearance and deportment. 

The very existence among them, 

2 \ 



from the earliest period of their hie« 
tory, of such a book as Job, argues 
them to have been of a highly culti- 
vated understanding in the truest 
sense ; and that they understood and 
relished it, is sufficiently clear from 
its having been preserved by them 
among their canonical books to this 
day. It would be quite absurd, there- 
fore, to ascribe to them the character 
of a nation of pious but simple hus- 
bandmen, at the period of .their his- 
tory to which we are immediately 
alluding. 

That Moses himself possessed con- 
siderable scientific knowledge, is 
manifest from the signs of it dis-^ 
played in the books attributed to 
him. That he did not expatiate 
more fully upon them in those books, 
evinces his sound judgment, correct 
taste, and perfect sense of the more 
important duty be had it in com- 
mand to perform, and which he stead- 
ily kept in view, by confining him- 
self principally to that most difficult, 
exalted, and important of sciences, 
the teaching of man a knowledge of 
himself, and the way in which he 
should walk. And we observe the 
same course strictly adhered to by 
all those pious and wise men that 
followed him ; for though many, like 
Solomon, were probably skilled in 
the sciences, none are ever found, 
seduced by vanity, obtruding what 
knowledge they possessed on such 
subjects into their writings, devoted 
to far higher purposes. 

The acquaintance of Moses with 
natural history appears not to have 
been small, from the concise and ac- 
curate manner in which he classed 
the animsds, &c., when delivering the 
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command relating to what might or 
might not be eaten ; and physicians 
of the present age have confessed 
the profound discernment displayed, 
by the selection of such as are whole- 
some from such as are detrimental 
to health. Indeed in this, as in other 
knowledge, it may be presumed he 
was deeply coiwersant, since it was 
derived from the Fountain of all wis- 
dom and knowledge. 

Recent discoveries in the sciences 
are every day affording fre^h proofs, 
that more extensive scientific know- 
ledge prevailed in that age than was 
once suspected, but upon which it 
would be out of our course to extend 
farther our remarks at present. 

What knowledge Moses possessed 
upon such subjects he would doubt- 
less impart to his contemporaries, and 
they again would hand it down to 
succeeding generations ; not con- 
fining it to the few, but diffusing it 
very generally over the whole peo- 
ple ; to whom, it might be said, it was 
almost indispensable that they should 
be better able to understand the 
attributes of the Deity which were 
constantly being brought under their 
notice, the wisdom of His laws, and 
the beneficent purposes for which 
they were commanded to be obeyed. 

We must recollect that the Israel- 
ite?, from the beginning, were re- 
peatedly and expressly commanded 
to study, and to reflect on, their laws, 
in order perfectly to understand and 
perform them, as might be shown 
from innumerable passages in Holy 
Writ. 

The expostulating and paternal 
appeal to them, — '* And now Israel, 
what doth the Lord thy God require 
of thee, but to fear the Lord thy 
God, to walk in all his ways, and to 
love him, and to serve the Lord thy 
God^ with all thy heart and all 
thy soul ; to keep the commandments 
of the Lord and his statutes which I 
command you this day for thy 
good?" (Deut. X. 12, 13,)— plainly 
implies that upon examination they 
must acknowledge the excellence of 
those laws, and thence see the wisdom 
of giving them a prompt and willing 
obedience ; and in chap. xxix. verse 
29, where it is more explicitly said that 
** the secret things belong unto the 
Lord our God ; but those things 



which are revealed to us belong 
unto us and to our children for ever, 
that we may do all the words of this 
law.*' 

The command to study their law 
carried with it most important con- 
sequences, especially when combined 
with that other, " Ye shall not add 
unto the word which I command you, 
neither shall ye diminish ought from 
it." (Deut. iv. 2.) It was intended, 
no doubt, and well calculated it was 
for the purpose, as much for their 
own individual benefit as for pre- 
serving the religion, to the remotest 
ages, from being corrupted by craft 
or ignorance. The head of every 
family was thus bound to learn per- 
fectly what his religion taught, that 
he might imderstand its true spirit 
and teach it to his children. It was 
a religion that could bear being ex- 
posed to the noon-day siin, and re- 
quired neither to be wrapped up in 
mysteries nor to be kept in dark- 
ness. 

We may infer likewise from this 
command, that it was the will of the 
Creator that man should employ the 
faculties of the soul He had given 
him in contemplating and continually- 
approaching nearer to a knowledge 
of His greatness and unbounded 
goodness. It would be difficult 
therefore to conceive how a people so 
instructed, could be otherwise than 
highly intellectual and exalted in 
mind. 

We shall enter into no details of 
the actions of those distinguished 
personages that appeared during the 
interval of time we are upon, for the 
purpose of forming an idea of the 
national courage and fortitude. We 
shall observe only th*at these quali- 
ties were of that character, and the 
occasions upon which they were dis- 
played were such, as to elevate and 
entitle them to be ranked among the 
virtues of the nation. We shall 
hereafter advert to ^me instances of 
a mof3t sublime description. 

It is a remarkable feature in thft 
whole history of this people, thaO 
they were never inspired with thi^ 
mad ambition of overrunning ''thef 
world, and (reducing it under? 
their dominion ; once in quitt pos- 
session of the land assigned them/ 
they appear to have been satisfied 
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with their lot, and would most pro- 
bably have remained at peace with 
their neighbours, if they would have 
remained at peace with them. No 
greedy desire to extend their territo- 
ries, and to subject other men to 
their government, nor hot zeal to 
convert others to their faith, ever 
caused them to deluge the earth with 
human gore. Peace with all man- 
kind was evidently their desire, if 
all mankind would be at peace with 
them ; and yet, as many very nota- 
ble instances prove, this peaceable 
disposition was not owing to any 
want of personal courage. If 
otiier nations desired to enter 
into the same covenant with 
themselves towards their God, they 
were to be received, by the com- 
mand of their law ; but neither soli- 
citation, deceit, nor compulsion was 
to be used to lead or force unwilling 
hearts to worship the God of Israel. 
This, it must be conceded, was ever 
the linejpursued by the Jews. They 
appear in all ages to have been sensi- 
ble [that an unwilling heart was no 
fit offering for their God ; yet let it 
not be supposed that a selfish or ex- 
clusive spirit occasioned them to 
observe, what some might* too lightly 
call, a blamable, if not a criminal, 
backwardness, in not endeavouring 
to extend to others the blessings 
which the Most High had poured 
upon them, in giving them His ex- 
cellent laws, and imparting to them 
so much invaluable knowledge, and 
so many sublime J truths : They 
must have known, on the contrary, 
— for their Sacred Writings bear evi- 
dence of it,— that the religion of the 
Jews was intended to make its way 
to the rest of mankind, but through 
the example rather than the solicita- 
tion of the people chosen to be its 
depository, llieir acquiring perfec- 
tion in wisdom and understanding, 
and attaining happiness and pros- 
perity through the observance of its 
laws, were the means that would 
occasion nations first to admire, and 
then to desire to be instructed in 
them. 

This, which was evidently the pur- 
pose, explains why the Israelites 
were required to be a holier, a more 
righteous, and a wiser people than 
any other, in order to come up to 

2 ] 



the full standard of moral perfec- 
tion laid down for them, or they 
could not expect to experience to 
their fullest extent those blessings 
that were promised them, on condi- 
tion only of the complete perform- 
ance of the covenant entered into by 
them. The Sacred Writings through- 
out clearly point this out, and afford 
abundant evidence that the Israelites 
were chosen by the Most High as 
one of the great instruments in His 
hands to work out his beneficent 
intentions. to the whole human race; 
they must not, therefore, wonder 
that no compromise can be entered 
into with them ; that perfection, or, 
at least, an earnest endeavour to 
attain it by the nation generally, is 
expected of them. 

We shall now turn to an incident 
of the times of the Judges truly 
characteristic of the virtues which 
the Jewish dispensation was emi- 
nently calculated to promote, and 
which appears to have shone forth 
at that period in all its ^aild lustre. 

The history of Ruth furnishes an 
occasion for illustrating our remark, 
that the peoole were pious and intel- 
lectual, and could by no means be 
designated as simple ; or, if conduct 
and actions such as we are going to 
relate render the actors of them 
deserving of no higher title, it is 
surprising that we find such is to be 
the simplicity of that age to which 
the eyes of all mankind are directed 
with a longing desire that it may 
arrive at their day : The age in 
which it is predicted, that "the 
wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and 
the leopard shall lie down with the 
kid," and that "they shall not 
not hurt nor destroy in all my holy 
mountain : For the earth shall be 
full of the knowledge of the Lord, 
as the waters cover the sea." (Isaiah 
xi. 6, 9 ) And, " in that day shall 
there be upon the bells of the 
horses. Holiness unto the Lord ! " 
(Zechariah xiv. 20.) 

From what obliquity is it in the 
human understanding that the culti« 
vator of the highest subjects it is 
possible for man to exercisne his rea- 
son upon — the study of himself and 
of his duties — should have the same 
appellation bestowed upon him which 
is usually applied to rude and 
. 2 
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uncultivated peasantry ? Let us see 
whether Boaz is such a character. 

The story is affecting in the high- 
est degree. Naomi, an Israelite, 
her husband and their two sons, 
are induced, on account of a 
famine which prevailed in their own 
country, to remove to Moab, where, 
the two sons having married, both 
they and their father die, leaving 
behind them the three widows. 
Naomi, learning **how that the 
Lord had visited his people in giving 
them bread," is about to return 
again to her own land, and exhorts 
her two daughters-in-law to abide 
with their own families : They both 
at first refuse, and wish to accom- 
pany her; but after remonstrating 
with them, Orpah leaves her, " but 
Ruth clave to her," and thus touch- 
ingly asserts her firm resolve never 
in this life to quit her. Naomi tells 
her, "Behold, thy sister-in-law is 
gone back to her people, and unto 
her gods ; return thou after thy sis- 
ter-in-law. And Ruth said, Intreat 
me not to leave ^thee, or to ?^return 
from following after thee : For whi- 
ther thou goest, I wi^ go; and 
where thou lodgest, I will lodge : 
Thy people shall be my people, and 
thy God my God : Where thou diest, 
will I die, and there will I be buried : 
The Lord do so to me, and more 
also, if ought but death part thee 
and me." 

We shall see presently how this 
affection for the mother of her hus- 
band, and devotion to their God, are 
rewarded. 

•Ji^ Arrived in her own land, the people 
gather around Naomi, and express 
their surprise at seeing her again 
after so long an 'absence ; and asking 
each other doubtingly, ** Is this 
Naomi ? " she sorrowfully bids 
tliem call her, not Naomi, {sweet,) 
but Mara, {bitter,) for it had pleas- 
ed God to make ^her lot very bit- 
ter ; and then relates her own and 
Ruth's story. 

Among the kinsmen of her hus- 
band is a man named Boaz, who is 
wealthy. Naomi living near to his 
fields, Ruth asks and obtains her per- 
mission to go into them to glean of 
the harvest, which was then being 
gathered in. There Boaz encounters 
and speaks kindly to Ruth : " Hear- 



est thou not, my daughter ? Go not 
to glean in another field, neither go 
from hence, but abide here fast by 
my maidens. Let thine eyes be on 
the field that they do reap, and go 
thou after them: Have I not charged 
the young men that they should not 
touch thee? And when thou art 
athirst, go unto the vessels, and drink 
of that which the young men have 
drawn." Ruth, expiessing her gra- 
titude for such kindness, notwith- 
standing her being a stranger, he 
answers, "It hath fully been shewed 
me, all that thou hast done unto thy 
mother-inlaw since the death of thine 
husband: And how thou hast left 
thy father, and thy mother, and the 
land of thy nativity, and art come 
unto a people whom thou knewest 
not heretofore. The Lord recom- 
pense thy work, and a full reward 
oe given thee, of the Lord God of 
Israel, under whose wings thou art 
come to trust." 

He then desires his young men 
not to confine themselves merely to 
leaving for the gleaners that which 
was fallen, or that which was in the 
corners of the field, which the law 
directs should^^be left for the poor 
and the stranger, but to let fall 
hands-full of wheat purposely for 
her, and to allow her to glean even 
out of the sheaves. 

Naomi, desirous to settle her 
daughter-in-law again in marriage, 
takes measures to remind Boaz, that 
there is a duty incumbent on the 
part of her husband's kinsmen to 
preserve his name from becoming 
extinct in his tribe, in obedience to 
the, law which , Boaz immediately 
recognises ; but knowing there was 
a kinsman who had a prior right to 
himself, he submits the matter ^o 
him, and he, pleading that it would 
mar his own inheritance if he ful- 
filled the duty which was owing to the 
dead, assigns his prior right over to 
Boaz, who gladly embraces the 
opportunity to secure to himself the 
virtuous and good Ruth. 

The story of Ruth is evidently 
introduced into the Scriptures for 
the purpose of showing the descent 
of David from Boaz and that virtu- 
ous woman. And we are arrived at 
that period of the history of the 
Israelites when, not long after, they 
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would be found very injudiciously 
and sinfully demanding to have a 
King set over them, like unto other 
nations. It would appear that this 
event was foreseen, and that 
God, who had taken this people 
under his special protection, would 
not abandon them for their foolish 
rejection of his dominion for that of 
an earthly Prince, but was thus be- 
times preparing to raise one up who 
would lead his people in the way 
they should go, by choosing a wor- 
thy stock out' of which he should 
spring. 

The King most fitting to carry 
into complete eflfect the Divine pro- 
mise, of settling his people in the 
possession of the whole land that 
had been promised to their fore- 
fathers, and at the same time to 
establish the worship of their God 
in its utmost purity and sublimity, 
must be one whose'whole heart would 
be devoted to His service. And 
whence could such a heart be more 
likely to come, or who more worthy to 
be the progenitors of such a^servant of 
the true God, than Boaz, a man who 
seemed himself to have walked 
uprightly before Him, and, above all. 



than Ruth who, when^a poor be- 
nighted creature, yearned after the 
God of Israel, and would on no 
account be 'persuaded back to the 
idolatrous worship of her father's 
gods? 

This is the kind of heart which it 
is repeatedly said the God" of the 
universe 'requires to be offered for 
His service. None other is accept- 
able to Him ; and it affords a com- 
plete solution of that pretended 
difficulty involved in the foolish, if 
not impious, (mestion, " Why does 
evil exist ? " "Why does not a bene- 
ficent God dispose all mankind to be 
just and virtuous ? " — Because, pre- 
sumptuous and blind mortals, ye are 
not machines, nor of the brute crea- 
tion, that are moved only by their 
instincts. You have the higher privi- 
lege of being free agents ; — take care 
how you abuse it. If ye approach your 
God as Ruth did. He has promised to 
strengthen you in your virtuous re- 
solves. But where would be your 
merit, or your rank in the creation, 
had it been out of your power to do 
evil, and you had been compelled to 
do well ? 

A. A. L. 



(To be continued.) 



II. THE MISHNA. 
rwM MDDD, Mescheth Aboth : " the ethics of the fathers.*' 
p^h p. comments by naphtali hirts wessely. 
( Continued from page 264.) 
Jose the son of Johanan, a man of Jernsaleni, said : ** Let thj house be open :rm'i9 
<is an asylum to the suffering. Let D^9, the poor in spirit y be thy inmates ; and do 
not hold long conversations with womankind. This mle applies to thine own wife ; and 
mnch more forcibly to the wife of another man. (I. 5.) 

Commentary. Jose the son of Jo- i^t thy house be open to the suffer^ 
hanan, Sfc. — This teacher wishes to |*n^ — ^Thig maxim teaches the duty 
illustrate the maxim of Simon the ^^ ^^^ neighbours. The word nxvrh 



Just, relative to practical benevo- 
lence, under which he also includes 
law and worship. For, as we have 
already demonstrated, the maxims of 
practical benevolence inculcated by 
the Mishnic tanaim or *' teachers " 
in this treatise comprise instruction 
in the duties which man owes to his 
Creator, to his neighbour, and to 
himself. To correspond with these 
threefold duties, Jose the son of Jo- 
hanan teaches us the above three 
maxims. 



is derived from TVTi, the primary sig- 
nification of which is " lar^e ; " but 
in the Sacred Scriptures it is only 
used for the purpose of expressing 
the transition or enlargement of the 
mind, 'from a state of oppression and 
Buffering to one of ease and comfort r 
As we find by Saul, that *' David 
took a harp, and played with hi» 
hand, lb mil and Saul was comfort- 
ed ; '* (1 Sam. xvi. 23 ;) or relieved 
from the oppression and gloom of 
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his mind. The same word is used 
by Mordecai in his remonstrance to 
Esther, when he says, *' For if thou 
altogether holdest thy peace at this 
time, mi enlargement and deliver- 
ance will arise to the Jews from 
another place ; '' (Esther iv. 14 ;) to 
relieve them from the oppression and 
suffering inflicted on them by Ha- 
man. Again : " But when Pharaoh 
saw that there was nmin, an en- 
largement or respite," (Exod. viii. 
15,) from the suffering inflicted on 
him by the visitation of frogs. Our 
instructor therefore uses this word 
in order to teach us, that our house 
ought to be open as a ready asylum 
to all who suffer or are oppressed, 
that by us they may find enlarge- 
ment from their pains, and com- 
fort and consolation. To the hun- 
gry grant food, to the thirsty 
refreshing beverage, to the naked 
clothing, to the houseless shelter, to 
the unjustly oppressed an asylum, to 
the sick thy aid, and in short, thy 
assistance and influence to him, who- 
soever he be, that standeth in need of 
it. And should thy own means be so 
limited that thou canst not afford ac- 
tual succour to all who suffer, show 
them at least thy commiseration, 
console them, advise with them, 
convince them that thou feelest for 
them, and in no case let the unfor- 
tunate sufferer be either excluded 
from thy house, or allow him to 
leave it without thy earnest endea- 
vour to assuage his sorrows. He 
who bestows his largess on the poor, 
but excludes the unfortunate from 
his presence, has not yet attained the 
true virtue of practical benevolence. 
Let CD^ii> * the poor in spirit * he 
thy inmates — ^This maxim has refer- 
ence to worship. The word tD^ii>, 
is not here used to express ** the ne- 
cessitous," and that these are to consi- 
der themselves at home in thy house ; 
for the command to be charitable to 
them is repeatedly enforced in 
the law, and the preceding maxim 
directs us to welcome and comfort 
them. But the intention of our 
teacher here is, to inculcate that 
sublime morality which is connected 
with our duties to our Creator. 
" Poor " is in Hebrew expressed by 
two synonymous words^, >)i^ and i?*!. 



The first [conveys mental* distress, 
rather than absolute want, which is 
expressed by the second. And ac- 
cordingly we find the word ^^^ used 
throughout Holy Writ to express 
mentsd agony, humiliation, contri- 
tion, %nd that state of mind which 
renounces honour and ambition from 
a sense of its own unworthiness ; so 
that whenever the word ^ii> stands 
alone, it denotes a pious man, or 
one whose ways are virtuous. It is 
a known fact, that King David 
(peace be with him !) amassed great 
riches from the immense booty 
which he made ; his treasures were 
truly royal; nevertheless he calls 
himself >ii> : ** I am *i)> and sorrow- 
ful." (Psalm Ixix. 29.) Again : 
" I in ^ii>, have "prepared for the 
house of God." (1 Chron. xxii. 14.) 
Surely the riches which on that oc- 
casion he enumerates fully prove, 
that his meaning could not be to 
call himself " poor." His intention 
is, to express his sense of his own 
unworthiness, as in the first quota- 
tion that of his mental agony and 
humiliation, llms Holy Writ also 
says, •* This >ii> calleth, and the Lord 
hears." (Psalm xxxiv. 6.) "To these 
will I look, to the >:i)> and contrite 
spirit." (Isaiah Ixvi. 2.) In all 
these quotations, and manifold other 
passages of Holy Writ, this word is 
used, not to express destitution or 
want, but the humility and absence 
of all vanity with which the righ- 
teous approaches his Creator. And 
accordingly our instructer affords us 
the double lesson, not only that the 
necessitous are to be domesticated 
with us, but that the poor in spirit 
are to be our inmates ; that we are 
to avoid associating with the haughty 
and proud in spirit, as frequent in- 
tercourse with them seldom fails to 
infect the mind with the pernicious 
poison of their example. Accord- 
ingly the pious Monarch says, *' I 
will behave myself wisely in a per- 
fect way. I will walk in purity of 
heart within my house. I will place 
no evil thing before mine eyes. I 
hate the work of the transgressors : 
It shall not cleave unto me. A per- 
verted heart shall depart from me. 
I will know no evil. He who hath 
a high look and a proud heart will I 
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not suffer. My eyes shall be upon 
the faithful of the land, that they 
may dwell with me : He that walk- 
eth in a perfect way, he shall serve 
me. He that worketh deceit shall 
not dwell within my house ; he that 
telleth lies shall not tarry in my 
sight.'* (Psalm ci. 2-70 The Poet- 
King commences by saying : When 
I atn alone, I will contemplate |and 
reflect wisely, that I may choose and 
accustom myself to purity and per- 
fection. I will avoid the pernicious 
intercourse of the proud and wicked, 
in order that I may not be corrupted 
by their evil communications. And 
I will surround myself with the 
pious and meek, who alone merit my 
confidence. Our instructer, having 
first told us that no unfortunate suf- 
ferer must be excluded from our 
presence or relief, next teaches us to 
select those only for our associates 
whose piety and meekness may influ- 
ence us properly to fulfil our duties 
towards our Maker. 

And do not hold long conversations 
with womankind — ^This has a refer- 
ence to the law. Our instructer 
does not inculcate, that in our inter- 
course with the weaker sex we are 



to be abrupt or overbearing; nor 
does he prohibit those necessary do- 
mestic communications which the 
well-being of the family, and the 
governance of the children and of 
the household, absolutely require. 
But he cautions us against yielding 
to the fascinations of female conver- 
sation ; because, once accustomed to 
devote our time and attention to 
subjects tempting though trivial, we 
shall thus be weaned from the due 
observance of the law, and that 
study and contemplation will | be 
impeded which ought to take the 
first place in our minds : As the sa- 
cred Singer says, ** How dearly do I 
love thy law! Throughout the 
whole day it is the subject of my 
meditations." (Psalm cxix. 97.) 

This rule applies to thine own wife, 
Sfc. — The Mishnic teachers draw this 
inference : As this caution is given 
solely to prevent being impeded in 
the study of the law, the conversa- 
tion meant can only be with a man*s 
own wife. Whereas familiar converse 
with the wife of his neighbour would 
not only have the same eiSect, but 
rnigh^ likewise expose him to tempta- 
tion and sin. 



(To be continued.) 



III. METAPHYSICS AND PHILOSOPHY OF THE RABBIES. 

Sepher Ikkarim : "book of principles:" by r. joseph albo. 
( Continued from page 252.) 



CHAPTER IV. 

That every created being, accord- 
ing to its species, has within its 
reach the means of acquiring that 
perfection which is peculiar to its 
kind, is a self-evident truth. That 
such is likewise the case with man, 
with respect to his various faculties, 
is perfectly demonstrable. We see" 
that nlen whose corporeal conforma- 
tion is robust, enjoy perfect health 
without any effort on their own part, 
as it is bestowed on them by nature, 
and continues active of its own ac- 
cord. Others there are whose con- 
stitution is not quite so strong ; they 
therefore need some exertion on their 
own part (as moderate exercise, and 
the like) to pre8ei*ve their health. 
Others, again, require great care and 
exertion to attain the same object ; 



while there are some whose consti- 
tutional habits are by nature so weak, 
that no possible efforts which they 
can make will obtain for them per- 
fect health, though they enjoy an 
intermediate state of freedom from 
actual suffering or illness. The same 
gradations which we thus find in the 
health of man, we likewise discover 
in his acquirement of wisdom or 
wealth. Some there are who obtain 
either with little or no exertion ; 
others must work hard to make the 
same acquisition ; whilst some, nof:. 
withstanding their greatest exertions, 
can make no real progress. Thus 
we see that every being attains 
that degree which is proper to him, 
through those means which are ap- 
propriate to his nature. According- 
ly the superior and separate intelli- 
gences^ being altogether immaterial. 
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are created in such manner, that, 
without their co-operation, they are 
gifted with innate perfection acting 
of its own accord. The astral world, 
which is materia, is ohliged to co- 
operate towards the full develope- 
ment of its perfection, which is done 
hy means of the different movements 
peculiar to each of the heavenly ho- 
dies. Man, whose material compo- 
sition is of a more dense nature than 
that of the astral bodies, must, of 
necessity, exert a greater degree of 
active effort and co-operation in 
order to attain that perfection which 
appertains to his soul or spiritual 
nature. For, were it possible that 
man could, bv means of contempla- 
tion only, ana without active exer- 
tion, arrive at the perfection appro- 
priate to his nature, this might like- 
wise be done, and in a far more 
eminent degree, by those beings 
whose material composition is more 
pure and subtile than his own : so 
that the astral bodies would need no 
movement or active exertion to reach 
the perfection peculiar to their na- 
ture. The last class is formed by 
the brute animals, which, not par- 
taking in, and being at a great dis- 
tance from, all spiritual intellect, 
composed of matter only, cannot at- 
tain individual perfection, but are 
gifted solely with the purpose com- 
mon to the species. 

To return to man : As he is placed 
at a great distance below the supe- 
rior intelligences, and his perfection, 
like theirs, is individual, it requires 
active efforts on his part, much 
greater than theirs, to attain the 
purpose of his being ; which can be 
done only by such active exertions 
as are appropriate, and calculated to 
promote his great ulterior aim. And 
as we said before, that contem- 
plation alone is insufficient, we now 
say, that corporeal activity alone is 
equally insufficient ; as, were it not 
so, all beings gifted with animal 
life, and the consequent power of 
bodily exertion, would be capable 
of attaining this perfection; which 
we have proved is not the case. 
Thence it necessarily results, that, 
as man is composed of a body capa- 
ble of active exertion, and of a soul 
capable of mental contemplation, his 
efforts to attain the perfection ap , 



propriate to his nature must be by 
the combined exercise of his corpo- 
real and spiritual activity; as the 
former becomes instrumental to the 
promoting of his great object, solely 
from the impulse and intention con- 
ferred upon it by the spiritual influ- 
ence. This combined operation of 
body and mind is peculiar to man 
alone, and is the means by which he 
can attain the perfection of purpose 
ai)pertaining to his being, placed 
within his reach, and dependent on 
the effort and will of his own mind. 
Thus we see that the philosophers 
whose opinions^we mentioned in 
preceding chapters, and their ad- 
herents, are wrong when they say 
that contemplation and reason alone 
confer perfection on man. 



CHAPTBR V. 



The spiritual activity called ** con- 
templation," of which we spoke in 
the preceding chapter, as promoting 
the perfection of purpose, when com- 
bined with corporeal activity, is not 
reason or understanding only, but is 
the intention which results from the 
will of the soul ; that is to say, he 
who performs any bodily movement 
or action must combine with it the 
pure intention to serve, or worship 
his Creator by the act which he per- 
forms; his sole motive must be to 
please Him, and no other purpose 
whatsoever. In so doing, man imi- 
tates the movements of the astral 
bodies ; which likewise have no 
other motive than obedience to their 
Creator, and which, in thus unceas- 
ingly moving in their spheres, ac- 
cording to the decree of their Maker, 
attain the perfection of purpose ap- 
propriate to their being : This the Sa- 
cred Singer expresses, while meditat- 
ing on the praises due from man to 
his God for all his mercies and boun- 
ties ; he commences with an exhorta- 
tion to his soul : " My soul, praise 
the Lord : do not forget all his bene- 
fits." (Psalm ciii. 2.) He then speaks 
of the stars and planets ; and closes 
with, " Praise ye the Lord, all his 
hosts, his servants who perform his 
will." (Psalm ciii. 21.) The purpose 
of all the movements of the heaven- 
ly host is none other than to obey 
his will. This is the object to 99 
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attained by his creatures in their 
adoration and service^ and therefore 
the poet says of the superior and 
separate intelligences, whose sole 
end, aim, and intention is to obey 
the will of the Most High, " Praise 
ye the Lord, his angels, mighty in 

Sower, who obey his behests, to 
earken to" (or obey) ** the voice of 
his word ;*' (Psalm ciii. 20 ;) without 
any expectation of reward, or any 
other motive than pure obedience. 
This is their sole desire, purpose, 
and perfection. The men of the 
Great Assembly, in establishing our 
Liturgy, agree with the Psalmist, 
that the movements of the different 
bodies in the universe are performed 
out of obedience to the Creator. 
Accordingly, in their ritual of bless- 
ings for the sanctification of the new 
moon, they say, ** Blessed art thou, 
O Lord our God, King of the Uni- 
verse ] who with thy word createdst 
the firmaments, and, with the breath 
of thy mouth, all their hosts. A 
stated period hast thou assigned to 
them, that they deviate not from 
their prescribed office. They are 
delighted and rejoice to perform the 
will of their Creator." All that we 
have hitherto quoted proves, that 
corporeal activity, combined with, 
and influenced by, the intention to 
perform the will of the Lord, and 
to obey his commands, is the true 
means of attaining the perfection of 
purpose to intellectual beings^ com- 
prising man. To the truth of this 
assertion the Prophet bears evidence, 
when he promises a reward to those 
who delight in the Sabbath, and says, 
** If thou abstainest from thy cus- 
tomary labours on the Sabbath, or 
from doing thy work on my holy 
day; if thou proclaimest the Sab- 
bath a delight, honoured to the 
sanctification of the Lord, then shalt 
thou delight thyself in the Lord ; he 
shall make thee to ride the high 
places of the earth, and feed thee 
with the inheritance of Jacob thy 
father." (Isaiah Iviii 14.) Our Rab- 
bles enlarge oh the extraordinary re- 
wards which await him who delights 
in the Sabbath-day. And although 
delight is a sensation of the material 
body, of which man is capable, not 
as a composite, but as an animate, 
being, it becomes] meritorious to the 



soul, being ennobled by the intention 
and devotion to the will of God, and 
obedience to his commands ; with- 
out which it doubtless degenerates 
into mere physical or animal indul- 
gence. Accordingly our Rabbles of 
ble^^d memory say, **Two men 
roasted their paschal lamb. One 
ate thereof with the intention of per- 
forming the paschal command ; the 
other, with that of satisfying the 
cravings of his appetite. Of the first 
it is said, ' The ways of the Lord 
are just; the righteous walk there- 
in.' Of the second, the verse 
continues, 'The wicked stumble 
therein.' (Hosea x. 14.)" This de- 
monstrates that the intention governs 
the deed, and that the same action 
may either be conducive to promote 
the perfection of purpose, or be en- 
tirely worthless, according to the 
motive and frame of mind by which 
it is directed. And although he 
whose intention is founded on know- 
ledge, and who understands the 
cause of the command which he 
obeys, is superior to him whose in- 
tention is to obey without know- 
ing why or wherefore ; nevertheless 
the latter can and does likewise at- 
tain the perfection of purpose as- 
signed to man. For, were this not 
the case, the greater part of the hu- 
man species would be excluded ; as 
there are but few who attain the su- 
perior knowledge which can pene- 
trate into the profound reasons of 
the divine commands. This view is 
supported by the wise Solomon, who, 
meditating on the purpose for which 
man was created, after long delibera- 
tion arrives at this conclusion, and 
says, " I devoted my mind to know 
wisdom," &c., (Eccles. i 17,) " I re- 
solved to nourish my flesh in wine," 
&c., " until I see which is the good 
to the sons of man, that they shall 
do under the sun during the limited 
number of their days of life." (Ec^ 
cles. ii. 3.) His aim was to pene* 
trate into and discover the purpose 
of man's existence, and whether his 
perfection is constituted by riches, 
or honour, or sensual enjoyments; 
and having, after full and mature 
deliberation, decided that neither of 
these three can be the end why man 
was created, he concludes by saying, 
•*JThe end of the matter, every thing 

! M 
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duly heard, is : Fear God, observe his 
commandments, for this is the whole 
of man." (Eccles. xii. 13.) His 
meaning is, that, having examined 
every thing which can possibly be 
advanced on the subject, the result 
of all his investigations is, that the 
perfection of purpose to roan is nei- 
ther riches, honours, nor sensual en- 
joyments, nor yet wisdom ; because 
these are not imparted to, or within 
the reach of, the whole or the greater 
part of the human race, which would 
consequently be created in vain ; but 
that it is the active performance of 
the Divine commands governed 
by the intention of fearing God, 
CD1«n te nr »;), ^" for this is im- 
parted to, and within reach of, the 
whole human species." 

Thus it is proved, that this is the 
real and true perfection, preponder- 
ating'over every other kind of mental, 
moral, or corporeal perfection ; and 
accordingly we find that the Deity, 
through the organ of his Prophet, 
reproves those who are proud of 
imaginary perfections, and points out 
to them wh'ch are the tnie and real 
ones. " Thus saith the Lord : Let 
not the wise man boast of his wis- 
dom, nor yet the valiant man of his 
valour, nor the rich man of his 
wealth ; but of this let him "boast 
who boasteth, of the understanding 
and knowledge of me, that I the 
Lord do mercy, and justice, and 
righteousness on earth ; for in such 
is my desire. Faith the Lord." (Jer. 
ix. 22-25.) He teaches us here, 
that neither wisdom, wealth,, nor 
power constitutes the true perfec- 
tion, or cause of boasting, to man ; 
as these qualities will not enable him 
to attain or accomplish the purpose 
of his being ; but that this is true 
perfection, or cause of boasting, to 
man, to understand and know the 
Lord, whose mercy, justice, and 
righteousness govern the universe ; 
and that imitating him in these his 
attributes, is what he desires. Nor 
must this be done with any latent 
expectation of reward, but solely out 
of pure obedience to his will ; for 
such actions only are acceptable to 
the Deity as are governed by these 
intentions. It is not sufficient that 
we are wise, although wisdom, ab- 
stractedly, is a desirable quality ; 



but we must be merciful^ and im-* 
part our wisdom to others, that they 
may become improved thereby* 
Valour, the most useful for our pro^ 
tection, is not given to man for hia 
own defence alone, but that he may 
shield the weak and succour the op-> 
pressed; therefore the due exercise 
of valour is called by the Prophet^ 
"justice." Riches are given to man 
for the twofold purpose of supplying 
his own wants, and of relieving the 
wants of his poorer fellow-creatures. 
This use of riches, holding a middle 
rank between mercy and justice, is 
called, ''righteousness." And the 
Prophet inculcates the following 
great lesson : That, in doing either 
mercy, or justice, or righteousness, 
in the practical exercise of our wis- 
dom, our valour, or our riches and 
beneficence, we are to be governed 
by the intention of serving God and 
obeying his will, as this is the true 

Perfection of purpose to man. The 
^eity beholds with favour such ac- 
tions only as are influenced by the 
intention of performing his will ; and 
as no deed, unless governed by such 
intention, can promote the true per- 
fection of man, so likewise know- 
ledge without practice is utterly in- 
sufficient; but practice and inten- 
tion must combine to accomplish 
that object. And accordingly, when 
the Prophet denounced Jehoiakim, 
the son of Josias, king of Judah, 
and said, ''Did not thy father eat 
and drink, do justice and rigliteous- 
ness, and then it was well with him ? 
He judged the judgment of the poor 
and distressed, and it was well : Is 
not this the knowledge of me, saith 
the Lord ?" (Jer. xxii. 15, 16 ;) he 
taught us, that every deed perform- 
ed must be with the intention of 
obeying the Divine will; that true 
perfection consists in the knowledge 
of God combined with the practice 
of virtue, which together forms the 
true knowledge of the Deity . And 
therefore the Prophet said. The prac- 
tice of justice and righteousness, with 
the motive of obeying the Deity, 

>nK Minn «^n wbii, "is not this 

the" (true) "knowledge of me? 
saith the Lord;" by which know- 
ledge man reaches the perfection of 
his purpose, the immortal felicity of 
his soul in the world to come. 



{To be continued.) 
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IV. CRITICAL EXAMINATION OF RABBINICAL WRITERS. 

THB TALMUD. NO. III. 

(Concluded from page 235.) 



Thb Rabbie8> convinced of the 
truth and importance of their doc« 
trines, made the study of the law, on 
which these doctrines are founded, 
their principal occupation, to which 
they devoted their lives. Their ex- 
ample they held forth to the imita- 
tion of others, to whom they recom- 
mended the study and observance of 
the law, as alone worthy of atten- 
tion, and to which^ all that time 
not unavoidably occupied by those 
avocations that gave them their 
daily bread ought to be devoted ; 
as that study was the end and 
aim of all wisdom, and most useful 
to man, we find that tbey say, ** The 
Holy One (blessed be He !) reserves 
nothing to himself on the whole 
terrestrial globe, but the spot on 
which the halachah is studied." 
Reader ! this saying, superficially 
considered, will doubtless appear 
very strange to thee ; as will the as- 
sertion, that all other knowledge or 
wisdom is vain. " In the days of 
Shem and Eber, when no halachoth 
were yet studied, had the Deity no 
portion in the globe ? " is a question 
that naturally presents itself to thy 
mind. But if thou wilt seriously re- 
flect on this saying, thou wilt as- 
suredly find thyseljf enriched with 
the useful and salutary lesson which 
it inculcates. I will endeavour to 
explain to thee the true meaning of 
this wise saying of the Rabbies ; and, 
in order thereby to afiTord thee a 
faint image of their manifold allego- 
rical saying, which thou wilt meet 
with and must endeavour to under- 
stand, mark me, therefore, atten- 
tively. 

Know that the ancient sages, after 
meditating on subjects of the most 
important nature, decided that every 
being is created with a purpose pe- 
culiar to itself, and that nothing ex- 
ists in vain. Being convinced of the 
justice of this decision in its general 
application, their next endeavour 
was to classify the different crea- 
tures, so as to make to each the 
special application of their general 
rule, and thereby to discover the pe- 
culiar purpose of every species in 

2 M 



particular. They discovered, that 
of all those objects which were 
invented by man, the purpose 
was generally known, and required 
no special investigation ; as every 
artificer who manufactures an instru- 
ment has doubtless present to his 
own ideas the purpose for which he 
intends it. Thus the hatchet was 
made by a smith, who, at the time 
of making it, destined it in his own 
mind to the useful purpose of cutting 
wood; and when we cast our eyes 
on that tool, we know the purpose 
for which it is ^intended. When we 
see a needle, we know it is used for 
sewing, a spade is used for digging, 
&c. This is the case with every ob- 
ject produced, by human skill. But 
of those objects produced by the 
Deity and his skill in the works of 
nature, — as minerals, metals, trees, 
and vegetation generally, animals, 
according to their various and re- 
spective kinds, — of these there are 
some the purpose of which is entirely 
unknown to us, except indeed it be- 
comes revealed by means of inspira- 
tion; as the ordinary methods of 
human research and reason are in- 
sufiScient to penetrate the object of 
their existence. No human inquiries 
will ever discover the reason why na- 
ture has gifted some kinds of insects 
with wings, while others have none ; 
or why some reptiles have many feet, 
whilst others have few, and some 
none at all, and what is the purpose 
for which such reptiles or insects are 
created. It is onlv of some of the 
larger creatures, with whose opera^ 
tions and habits we are better ac- 
quainted, and which natural philoso- 
phers, from their studies and re* 
searches, are more conversant with 
than others who have not directed 
their attention to such subjects, or 
who are generally ignorant. There- 
fore when the Holy One, according 
to his promise, endued Solomon 
with wisdom, he became able to 
penetrate into those secrets of na- 
ture which are inaccessible to the 
ordinary researches of human sci- 
ence, and he treated of the purposes 
of all the various creatures, as it ^ 
2 
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declared in Holy Writ; ''And he 
spoke of trees, from the cedar which 
grows on Lebanon, unto the hyssop 
which buds on the wall. And he 
also spoke of beasts, of birds, of rep- 
tiles, and of fishes." (1 Kings ir. 33.) 
This unirersal acquaintance with the 
works of nature was a proof, that 
the Divine Spirit rested on him; 
and, therefore, indiyiduals came 
from amidst all nations to hear his 
wisdom. As to ourselres, we know 
that every sublunary creature exists 
for the Durpose of being useful to 
man. Of the different kinds of 
beasts some serve for his nourish- 
ment, as sheep, oxen, and the like ; 
some for labour, others to carry bur- 
thens, and to aid him in his travels. 
Some of them, however, man has not 
yet known how to tame and render 
useful, though doubtless they too 
are intended to be subservient to his 
wants in some respect. The vegeta- 
ble kingdom, likewise, furnishes 
nourishment, medicines, dyes, &c; 
and if many plants are as yet not ren- 
dered useful to man, the fault is not 
theirs, but that of man alone, who 
has not discovered their utility. For 
there is no obiect in nature, from 
the largest to the smallest, which is 
without its useful purpose; but all 
can be ^made available to the wants 
of man : And this fact is proved by 
the circumstance, that no generation 
passes away without some salutary 
and useful objects being discovered, 
the beneficial qualities of which were 
unknown to preceding generations. 
And from what we already know we 
may, without fear of being mistaken, 
conclude and assert, that every ob- 
ject in nature has its own peculiar 
utility. Shouldst thou be tempted 
to dispute this assertion, and ground 
thy argument on the fact,*that many 
of the products of nature are poison- 
ous, and consequently pernicious, 
instead of useful to man ; I answer 
thee, that even these have their utili- 
ty : For though, when adminis- 
tered inwardly, they kill, yet, when 
applied externally, they heal many 
diseases. Even the most venomous 
snakes and serpents have a useful 
purpose., 

Their researches having thus led 
our Sages to the just conclusion, 
that the purpose of the whole sub- 



lunary creation is to .be useful and 
subservient to man, the next subject 
of their inquiries was naturally, 
** Why is man created ? and what is 
the purpose of his existence ? " The 
investigation which they undertook 
in order to solve^ this question 
taught them, that, whilst other 
creatures can only operate in one 
way, or, at most, m two ways, man 
is capable of manifold operations. 
We see that the operation of trees is 
to bear fruit ; that of the silkworm 
is to spin; that of the spider, to 
weave cobwebs ; of the lion, to prey 
upon other animals, &c. But man 
performs manifold and various actions 
and operations. The Sages made it 
their object to discover what is the 
result and purpose of all those ope- 
rations which, in consequence of the 
different 'faculties with which he is 
endowed, he is capable of perform- 
ing; and they found that all his 
facidties, and whatever effects they 
produce, have but one tendency, 
namely, his preservation; which 
again promotes his knowledge ; this 
enables him to attain truth ; as rea- 
son, properly exercised, will arrive 
at the just conclusion, that man can- 
not be, and, therefore, is not created, 
solely that he may eat, drink, in- 
dulge in sensual enjoyments, build 
large houses, or govern his fellow- 
men as their King. For all these 
are accidental occurrences, which do 
not add to the internal powers of 
man. Moreover, these accidents are 
common to him with other animals ; 
and it is wisdom only which raises 
him above them, by cieveloping the 
germ of his powers, and exalting 
the animal man into an intellectual 
being; for without this develope- 
ment, he is not actually distin- 
guished from the brute creation, 
though capable of becoming so. 
Truth, then, is the object of know- 
ledge, attained by preservation, 
which is the aim of the various ope- 
rations performed by (man. The 
most important truth and valuable 
knowledge is the unity of God and 
his attributes, with whatever there- 
unto appertaineth ; all other know- 
ledge is but secondary, and serves 
only to. prepare and practise the 
mind, so that it may become capable 
of receiving this great truth. Fur^- 



Digitized by 



Google 



CRITICAL EXAMINATION OP RABBINICAL WRITERS. 



269 



tbermore, it is needful that man 
should avoid sensuality : For reason 
dictates, that corporeal indulgence, 
carried to excess, injures the soul, 
in the same manner as mental con- 
templation, carried to excess, be- 
comes aberration, and injures the 
mortal frame. For if man indulges 
his passions, and renders his reason 
subservient to their gratification, he 
reduces himself to a level with the 
brutes, which know not otherwise 
than to gratify all appetites. Every 
trace of that Divine faculty, wisdom, 
is lost in him ; and he stands as an 
isolated being, hurled into the 
unfathomable depths of purposeless 
chaos . 

From all that has hitherto been 
s^d it is apparent, that the whole 
sublunary creation has no other real 
purpose than to administer to the 
wants of wise and virtuous men ; 
or, in other words, to men who ac- 
knowledge the truth, which they 
attain as far as it is possible for 
human faculties to do, and who 
regulate their conduct and actions 
according to its dictates. This fact 
is established not only by the Pro- 
phets who, divinely inspired, taught 
our people, but likewise by the 
Sages of other nations, who, though 
the light of prophecy shone not forth 
to them, yet Icnew and felt, that 
man can only become perfect when 
he combines true knowledge with 
virtuous actions : As the celebrated 
and sage Philosopher of old said, 
** What God desires of mentis, that 
they be wise and pious." The 
Prophet denounces those who boast 
of their wisdom, and yet indulge 
in their passions, transgressing the 
Divine command : ** How can ye 
say. We are wise ? Behold, they 
despise the commands of the Lord : 
What can their wisdom be ? " (Jere- 
miah viii. 8, 90 He who abstains 
from indulging his passions, who is 
virtuous and just, but who is igno- 
rant of true knowledge, is, certainly, 
preferable to him who is wise and 
wicked. Nevertheless, he is far 
from being perfect; por can his 
actions all result from the only just 
motive. And therefore our Rabbles 
say, in Pirke Aboth, (second chapter,) 
' The ignorant eschews not sin, and 
the worldly man cannot be pious." 



This their saying is dictated by rea- 
son, and approved by experience; 
accordingly the law enjoins to " learn 
and to perform." The first direction 
is to learn wisdom, by which ,man 
will know how to p^orm his duties ; 
agreeably to the maxim of our Rab- 
bied, " Most important is the study 
of wisdom, because it leads to acting 
virtuously." (Talmud, treatise KedU'- 
shin, fol. 8.) 

The question which presents itself 
to our mind is, *' As the whole sublu- 
nary creation has no other real pur- 
pose than to administer to the wise 
and virtuous man, for what purpose 
is the great mass of mankind called 
into existence ? For we are certain, 
that, for one man who is truly wise 
and virtuous, there are thousands 
who are not, but who, immersed in 
ignorance and sensuality, have no idea 
whatsoever of truth." The answer is. 
There are two reasons why this great 
mass exists : 1. That they too may be 
useful CO the wise and pious ; for if 
the whole human race, despising all 
worldly occupations, were to devote 
itself to philosophy and contempla- 
tion, social order must soon cease« 
Man's wants are manifold; his ne- 
cessary occupations are numerous; 
he must sow, ^plough, .reap, thrash, 
winnow, grind, and bake, before he 
can eat bread: He must shear the 
sheep, wash the wool, spin, weave, 
cut out, and sew, before he can have 
a garment. How many are the arts he 
must acquire and practise, before he 
can produce the vessel .in which he 
cooks his food, or the knife with 
which he carves it I Methuselah's 
years would not suffice, were it indis- 
pensable that all men should learn 
how to exerdse every art that is need- 
ful to.their preservation and comfort : 
Therefore, men unite in a social state, 
where every one contributes his ac- 
tive share ; in which the wise and 
pious man exercises his wisdom and 
pietjr. How just is the observation 
of him who said, " If there are no 
fool!*, society cannot exibt in its pre- 
sent state i " Need we greater proofs 
of folly than are evinced in the usual 
doings of man ? He whose frame is 
so feeble, and whose constitution is 
so weak, undertakes journeys from 
the commencement of the second 
clime to the end of the sixth. He 
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trayerses the ocean in perilous voy- 
ages, exposed to wind and cold ; he 
crosses tne desert in its naked steril- 
ity, exposed to sand and heat. The 
venomous reptile and the ferocious 
heast endanger his life. He hraves 
it all, because he may gain gold. 
When he has succeeded, and gather- 
ed heaps of coin, what is his next 
undertaking ? He seeks skilful arti- 
sans, in every land ; he lays founda- 
tions dug deep into the bowels of 
the earth, on which he raises his 
stately mansion, large, lofty, solid, 
and built for centuries to come. Yet 
he (poor feeble mortal !) knows not 
if the span of his days will be length- 
ened until the proud structure is 
completed. Can there be greater 
folly or madness than this? Such 
are all the undertakings of man, — 
vanity and folly when you investi- 
gate them; yet they 'are necessary 
to uphold the social state. All those 
whose occupations are instrumental 
to these necessary follies are by our 
Rabbles called pwrr CDi^, "people 
of the earth," their callings being al- 
together earthly. 

: Should the objection be started, that 
we behold many an ignorant fool 
who lives tranquilly and at peace, 
without encountering risk or danger, 
waited upon by many who serve him 
and obey his bidding ; and that among 
these his attendants are many wiser 
and better than himself; and that 
thus wisdom and piety are subser- 
vient to ignorance and folly ; — we 
answer : This conclusion is errone- 
ous. For although yonder fool in 
his tranquillity apparently serves no 
roan, nevertheless, without his own 
will or intention, he administers to 
the wants of the wise and good. For 
though himself inactive, yet he 
causes a splendid palace to be built, 
vineyards and costly plantations to 
be reared, and other royal and 
princely undertakings to be com- 
menced and completed. And though 
these magnificent structures may 
not afford any immediate use to the 
wise and pious man, yet one of its 
lofty porticoes' may shield him against 
the rain, the vineyard may afford one 



goblet of wine, and his plantations a 
single apple, to refresh the wefiry 
sage, to quench the thirst of a pious 
man : As Job saith, " If he heaps up 
silver Lke dust, and prepares his gar- 
ments like the mould ; ne prepares, 
but the righteous wears them." 
(Job xxvii. 16, 17.) 

2. The Divine wisdom has or- 
dained, that the number of the per- 
fect shall be greatly exceeded by 
those who seek not to attain perfec- 
tion ; but who exist jn order to up- 
hold the social state. But the why 
can as little be called-in question by 
man, as any other law of nature laid 
down by the Creator. Nevertheless, 
it is true, that the g^reat mass serves 
to uphold the institutions of society, 
aiid to preserve that state of cultiva- 
tion which prevents the earth from 
degenerating into a wilderness. This 
dispensation of providence we find 
. confirmed in Holy Writ, where the 
Deity tells the Israelites that the in. 
habitants of the country they are 
about to conquer shall not oe at 
once destroyed, in order that the 
land may not become desert, being 
uninhabited : " I will not drive them 
out before thee in one year, lest the 
land should become uncultivated, 
and the wild beasts increase against 
thee." (Exodus xxiii. 29.) 

All that we have hitherto adduced 
serves to establish the fact, that 
whatever exists in this transitory 
state is created to assist in the 
production and preservation of 
the wise and pious. But as our 
wisdom, as well as our piety, is 
founded on, and derived from, that 
inexhaustible store of all wisdom, 
knowledge, virtue, and piety, the 
Law, which a beneficent God was 
pleased to reveal unto us, and by 
which^these are symbolized, our Rab- 
hies, condensing in few words the 
meaning of the dissertation into 
which we have just entered, expresa 
this comprehensive truth in one brief 
sentence : " The Holv One (blessed 
be He !) reserves nothing to himself 
on the whole terrestrial globe but 
the spot where the halackah is stui 
died." 
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To the Editor of the Hebrew Review, 
My dear Sir, — ^As philology and scriptural criticism form a promi- 
nent feature in your much-admired 'Journal, I beg leave to hand you a 
few fragments treating on Hebrew Synonymes, which, in the course of 
my Hebrew reading, I hare selected from the best authorities, both 
ancient and modem, with prefatory remarks on the study of the sacred 
language in general. Considering the importance of the subject, I 
trust it will not be unacceptable to your numerous readers. 

I am, dear Sir, 
Wilson-street^ Finshury^ Your humble servant, 

20<A January, 1835. M. J. 



ON THE STUDY OF THE HEBREW LANGUAGE. 

INTRODUCTION. 



Ever since philosophy has made 
any progress in society, the learned 
in all ages have ^applied themselves 
to the cultivation of their several lan- 
guages. Their researches were not 
merely confined to the technical 
mechanism of grammar, but extended 
to t)ie serious and profound study of 
its genius, which they have taken care 
to enliven, by fixing a true character 
to each word. Philosophy required 
such a standard ; for there is in 
every word a complexity of ideas; 
which, if not properly denned, would 
cause much misunderstanding in the 
arts and sciences, and truth itself 
would become a dangerous instrument 
in the bunds of an unskilful writer. 
It is therefore of the greatest con- 
sequence to know how to distinguish 
the different ideas which may pos- 
sibly be applied to the signification 
of the same word, and to discern the 
difference between the principal and 
the accessory idea. 

When several words of the same 
kind represent the same objective 
idea, varying only from one another 
by different shades producing a di- 
versity of ideas superadded to the 
first, tnen that idea which is common 
to all such words is called " the prin- 
cipal idea," and those which are 
superadded^ " the accessory ones." 

To elucidate this, we will exem- 
plify it with the nouns ease, quiet, 
rest, and repose. 

The idea of a motionless state is 
common to all these nouns, and 
may be called " the principal idea." 
But different shades distinguish 
tbejn, thus : Ease and quiet respect 



actions on the body ; rest and repose 
are actions of the body. We are easy 
and quiet, when free from pain ; we 
have rest and repose, when the body 
is no longer in motion. The resem- 
blance, therefore, which produces the 
general idea, renders such words 
synonymous ; but they cease to be so 
when the accessory meaning is at- 
tached to it : Which we may consider 
as different shades of the same 
colour ; for we cannot imagine that 
words should be as uniform as two 
drops of water from the same source: 
they are always diversified by shades, 
as before said. 

It is true, that a number of words 
enrich a language ; but it is not the 
quantity, but the quality, which en- 
nances its value. If words varied 
only in their sound, and not in their 
spirit, it would hardly be worth while 
to harass the memory with them. 

Having said thus qiuch on the ne- 
cessity of the study of synonymes in 
profane languages, let us turn our 
minds to our own, the sacred tongue, 
in which the Almighty was pleased 
to reveal his holy truths to mankind j 
a language which, in simplicity, re- 
sembles nature, and, in expressive- 
ness, excels all the powers of art ; 
the classical writings of which contain 
the sacred records, that, maugre the 
ravages of time, have been spared to 
us, for the blessing of mankind ; and 
which contain such noble efforts of 
majestic imagery as never were 
equalled, mucli less surpassed, by 
any profane writer, all tending to ex- 
tol the power, wisdom, and goodness 
of the Eternal. Thus, even in a 



Digitized by 



Google 



272 



REVIEW OB HEBREW LITERATURE. 



classical point of view« the critical 
study of that lascuage of truth, 
now nau^i is highly requisite 

•'to understand a proverb and the 
interpretation, the words of the wise, 
and tJbeir dark sayings.*' (Prov. i. 6.) 
But it is much more so in a reli. 
gious view, as many of our tZ50^*T, 
** laws,** are founded upoii words 
which appear synonymous, and par. 
ticularly where one word is useQ in 
preference to another. Our Rabbins, 
IIDbnrr ^DDH, have displayed in 
the MID^ much ingenuity in defining 
the nice distinctions between the 
nouns n^n^n and ^u^i, between ni13 
and .'I'Ti; HB^bn and niion; and 



between the verbs m^ and rro^, and 
many others. Even in the middle 
ages, the learned Kimchi, Abenezra. 
Rashi, and ^mn "lin*! have urged 
the necessity of the study of syno- 
nymes. Therefore, in applying our- 
selves to trace the Hebrew words to 
their primitive roots, whereby we 
shall be able to discover the different 
shades by which some words deviate 
from the principal idea, we may 
humbly hope to enter into the true 
spirit of the word of God, and to the 
observance of his holy laws. J 

I shall now proceed to notice some 
synonymous Hebrew verbs, critically 
defined by some of our valuable 
modern authors. 



(To be continued.) 



REVIEW OF HEBREW LITERATURE. 
The Wisdom op Solomon : A selection from Proverbs and Ecclesi- 
astesy in Hebrew : With a corrected version on parallel linesy 
by M, Mocatta. London^ Pelham Richardson. 1834. 12m6. 
pp. 160. 



Amidst the dense piles of new 
publications under which the press 
groans, — every one of which profess- 
es to instruct, improve, and amuse 
mankind, by the brilliancy and no- 
velty of its ideas, — it is as new as it 
is unexpected to meet with a writer, 
who seeks not to pass off his own 
thoughts, but who ascends to the 
Fountain-head of all wisdom, selects 
and arranges for our immediate use, 
those salutary maxims which, though 
we know where to find them, we 
seldom seek ; and who, content with 
being really useful, advances no 
pretensions to novelty, and tries not 
to startle us with glittering grandi- 
loquence. Such is the character of 
the little work before us : We, there- 
fore, feel pleasure in claiming from 
our readers attention to its merits. 
And when it is recollected how few 
elementary works are in the hands 
of the Jewish youth of this country, 
we feel that the best thanks of our 
community are due to Mr. Mocatta, 
for his judicious selection and excel- 
lent arrangement, which, condensing 
within a few pages those unerring 
rules of conduct which the wisest of 
men penned for our instruction. 



gives to the youthful mind a guide 
which, in the hour of adversity and 
temptation, as in that of prosperity 
and exultation, will prove ** a tree 
of life to all who hold fast thereon." 
Mr. M. has, under fourteen differ- 
ent heads, arranged a selection of 
those apophthegms from the Books of 
Proverbs and Ecclesiastes, which are 
most appropriate to the class under 
which he ranges them. When we 
say, that some of theise heads are. 
Filial Duty, Humanity, Integrity and 
Truth, Prudence and Righteous- 
ness ; — that all are of equal impor- 
tance ; — and that each contains the 
most forcible and just maxims, 
carefully selected from a collection 
every maxim of which is forcible 
and just; — we think we are war- 
ranted in asserting, that this little 
book is one of the best of its kind 
with which we are acquainted. It 
is preceded by a preface evincing a 
a very considerable acquaintance 
with Biblical literature and criticism, 
coupled with sentiments truly phi- 
lanthropic and religious. We heartily 
recommend it to every father of a 
family, be he Jew or Gentile. 



LoKDou ;*Printed by James Nichols. 46, Hox ton-Square* 
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I. ON THE CHARACTERISTIC TRAITS IN THE COUNTENANCE 
AND BEARING OF NATIONS, ARISING FROM MORAL 



CAUSES. 

(Continued from page 252 J 

If we look into the various works heavenly music, addressed 
around us, or cast 



of the creation 

our eyes towards the heavenly 
expanse to contemplate the bodies 
which constitute our planetary sys- 
tem, we are struck with nothing 
so much as the wonderful order 
and harmony that pervades the 
whole, — *' all performing the will of 
their Creator with reverential awe." 

What man, viewing the regular re- 
turn of the seasons — the alternation 
of day and night — the constant re- 
novation of the vegetable world — the 
joyous frisking of the young lambs 
—the awkward gambols of me new- 
born heifer — the graceful attitudes 
of the gamesome colt — and listening 
to the sweet caroling of the songsters 
of the grove, can keep his heart 
from bounding with joy and love, or 
avoid being overcome py these over- 
whelming evidences of the existence 
of a kind and beneficent Providence ? 
and, gazing in mute admiration on 
the starry firmament, studded with 
mUlions of shining worlds, how can 
he refrain at length from exclaiming 
with the royal Psalmist, " The hea- 
vens declare the glory of God, and 
the firmament sheweth the work of 
his hands ! Day unto day uttereth 
speech : and night unto night sheweth 
knowledge. 'luere is no speech or 
language in which their voice, is not 
heard." 

The order in which every thing 
proceeds, and the magnificent spec- 
tacle afforded by the heavenly bodies 
is such, that the contemplative mind, 
whilst viewing them on a fine starry 
night, can scarcely persuade itself 
that it does not listen to the niusic 
fif &o much harmony. But it is 

2 



to #ie 
spirit and soul of man, and not to 
his mortal sense of hearing. 

One exception only appears in 
this universal obedience to the will 
and paternal authority of the bene- 
ficent Author of these wonders — and 
that is — man. 

In order to perfect the harmony 
of the creation, or, indeed, as far as 
we can perceive, to make the other 
harmonious arrangements answer 
some competent purpose, it appears 
necessary that man, likewise, should 
perform his part in this sublime, this 
heavenly concert. Placed at the 
head of sublunary things, and en- 
dowed with a living soul and rational 
spirit, it has been the will of the 
Deity to constitute him a free agent, 
and to render the full accomplish- 
ment of his beneficent purposes in 
creating this world, dependent on 
the voluntary and perfect obedience 
of man to his will. 

Had the first man been obedient, 
how different might have been the 
fate— how much more advanced in 
true knowledge^-and how few, com- 
paratively, might have been the suf- 
ferings of his descendants at this 
day I 

It is by thus contemplating His 
beneficent intentions that we come 
better to comprehend, and to trace 
distinctly in the Holy Writings, that 
system which it has pleased the 
Most High to lay down for goveri^- 
ing this world under \ts present im- 
perfect moral state : We shall then 
more clearly perceive the purpose for 
which the posterity of Abraham have 
been selected; and understand how 
thehighest reward for his implicit fait^ 
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and obedience should consist in tke 
fulfilment of the promise made him, 
** That in his seed all the nations of 
the earth should be blessed." This 
explains why, in all their derelictions, 
his descendiants are stiU found expe- 
nencing the special care and atten- 
tion of the Deity. He had promised, 
and His promises are faithfully kept, 
thi^ through them His beneficent 
purposes towards the whole human 
race should he worked out — " not 
for thdr righteousness, but for his 
own name's sake.'' Mankind were 
to be taught that it was no necessary 
part of the system for governing the 
world that violence and injustice, 
aM many other evils like them, 
should prevail in the earth. The re- 
velation to his people goes to prove 
in the strongest manner, tbat these 
evils exist contrary to Hi^ will ; and it 
dwells upon nothing so much as the 
reprobation of all wickedness, and 
on insisting tbat they should be put 
an end to, that mankind might re- 
turn to that state of virtue and hap- 
piness for which they were originally 
intended. Such a state might occa- 
sion those spirit uaV intelligences 
which are supposed to be created a 
degree above man, to contemplate 
with complacency and joy our globe 
filled with beings, who, instead of 
disturbing the general harmony of 
the creation, would all be found 
joining in praises and thanksgivings 
to ' the Sovereign of the universe. 
Let us for a moment imagine our- 
selves such a spiritual intelligence, 
viewing from on high this earth, 
whi]i^t being impelled majestically 
around the great orb of day, reple- 
nished with a race of human beings, 
radiating with every virtue — with one 
voice praising, or at least with one 
mind dwelling on, the infinite good- 
ness of their Creator — glowing with 
gratitude for the blessings showered 
upon them, and joyfully endeavour- 
ing to fulfil His will in every point. 

The view we are taking of the 
providence of Gpd enables us to un- 
derstand why, under so many pro- 
iKOcations given by them, he. still 
continues to watch over his people. 
A ^ar more extensively.beneficeiit pur- 
pose is proposed by it than their sole 
preservation. Everything tells us, 
tliat it has pleased the /umighty to 



decree, that the saving of the whole 
human race from their evil courses 
and foolish imaginations, and the 
bringing of them over to know him, 
should be interwoven with the fate 
of his people. We may now per- 
ceive why, when the Israelites clam- 
oured for an earthly king, the D e i t y 
did not punish them ; they were re- 
proved, but were promised, at the 
same time, that, if they and the king 
he would place over them would ad- 
here strictly to his laws, they should 
still experience his protection. 

By the observance of those laws, 
and the happy efifects that would result 
to Uiem from it, they were to vindicate 
the ways of God to the whole human 
race \ to show them tbat it was no 
want of beneficence, still less of 
power, on his part, that their hap- 
piness was far from being such as it 
was assuredly his intention that it 
should be, when he created man. 
They were to be taught, that, being 
endowed with freedom of actios, 
the^ could attain the perfection of 
their nature only through their vo- 
luntary obedience to his will. Thte^ 
being the oreat object,, the peG|>lo- 
chosen by God to work out his pro- 
vidence towards the rest of mankind 
were to be chastised, bu/b never eib> 
tirely obliterated from the earth ; or 
the effects oCaell the wonders wrought, 
as much to instruct mankind who it 
was that had performed them, as for 
the immediate benefit c^ the Israel- 
ites, would have been, in a great 
measure, lost; and so would the 
promise made to their ancestors have 
remained unfulfilled ; whilst, by pre* 
serving, though chastising, them» 
we see clearly how both ends might 
be attained. 

We' are instructed that the Israel- 
ites are preserved as the witnesses 
of the Deity, and are to remain so 
until the objects for which they were 
selected shsdl be fully accomplished, 
when, becoming perfectly obedient 
to their Maker, they are at last to- be 
the instructers of mankind. For 
this reason we see that the conduct 
of the kings of Israel was always 
strictly watched. lliey were re- 
quired to cleave to the law them- 
selves, and to cause the people to 
act up to it fully, and thereby attain 
to moral perfection. No king was* 
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considered worthy or fit to gfovern 
God's people wHo failed in these 
great requisites. Implicit obedience 
to God's laws, ahd to his will, was, 
therefore, imperatively called for; 
and Saul, the first king appointed by 
the Deity over his people, being 
found wanting in those qualities, 
was condemned to have the king- 
dom rent from him. This strict 
watchfulness over the kings was evi- 
dently necessary, because the cha- 
racter, the disposition, and qualities 
■of a sovereign are sure to influence 
greatly the people over whom he 
reigns. The path was traced which 
Ihe kings of Israel nmst keep. It 
was not left to them to make laws 
for the people. Divine laws had al- 
ready been promnlgated upon every 
point, and to meet every possible 
-case,^ch even as human laws could 
never reach. The kings, then, had 
only to administer faithfully those 
iaws, and to observe them them- 
selves, in order that botK prince and 
people might attain to that perfec- 
tion in piety and virtue which they 
were so well calculated to promote. 
Under such wholesome restraints, 
the authority of the king exceeded 
in no great degree that of Joshua, or 
any other of the' Judges who had 
formerly adtninistered the law to the 
whole nation. 

Saul appe^s to have befen a brave, 
but by no means a truly pious prince, 
imbued with the proper spirit and 
qualities for eBPbctmg the purposes 
for which he had been raised to the 
kingdom. Except on the occasion 
of relieving Jabesh-Gilead, he seems 
to have been actuated more by the 
desire to establish his own glory, and 
to hand down the sovereignty to his 
son, than with zeal for the service of 
the God of Israel. His envy and 
hatred of David ; his application to 
-a sorceress ; his attempt to officiate 
as priest, contrary to the Divine 
command; and others of his acts, 
■exhibit him as no very fit instrument 
for establishing the Israelites firmly 
in the observance of the Divine 
laws, and preparing them for the 
purpose for which they had been 
selected from among all nations. It 
was. consequently announced to him, 
that *' the kingdom should be taken 
ffbm him and his family, and given 

2 N 



to a better than he." David was 
that person. In his reign the sefye- 
rtd tribes were brought more com- 
pletely into that close union which 
was necessary to enable them to as- 
sume an imposin ( attitude towards 
the surrounding nations, and to pre- 
sent, with more efifect to them and 
to the world at large, the great ex- 
ample to which we have been allud- 
ing. He extended the possessions 
of the Israelites to the Euphrates on 
one side, and to the Mediterranean 
on the other. Thejr were now n® 
\^eak state formed of twelve tiibes 
or cantons, which, however united 
nnder one common religion and laws, 
allowed their individual interests to 
interfere too often with the welfare 
of the whcde nation. 

As the character and qualities o€ 
a prince have great influence on a 
people, we have no better means for 
representing to ourselves the charac- 
teristic traits of the Israelites in 
Divid's time than by referring to 
those incidents in his history which 
let us into his character. He is a 
prominent illustration of the efiect 
of that command which made it im- 
perative on every Israelite to study 
nis law and the Sacred Writings. We 
have said, that such a study was emi- 
nently csJculated to inspire exalted 
8entimen|;s, and to cause every act 
to be subjected to the test of the 
Divine precepts of the law. 

The actions and general conduct 
of David afford ample proofs that 
he had not been neglected in this 
essential branch of the education of 
a Hebrew youth. 

The energv of character, and acute 
perception of the sublime and beau- 
tiful, which in him shone forth in 
their full strength and lustre, appear 
to have characterized his nation at 
all times — witness the sublimity and 
force of language of all the prophets 
— and, notwithstanding so many un- 
toward circumstances, they lorm, 
eVen at this day, a very marked 
feature in the character of the Jew- 
ish people, as every attentive ob- 
server might perceive. The traits 
in the character of David may there- 
fore be considered a high-coloured 
picture of those which, in his day, 
distinguished his nation ; and tinder 
such a prince, those traits would 
2 
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certainly not be weakened, but rather 
heightened, by his example and in- 
fluence. Hence we may Justly infer^ 
that the expression of countenance, 
and bearing of the people exhibited 
the natural effects of those combined 
influences upon them. 

** His Psalms excel no less in sub- 
limity and tenderness of expression, 
than in loftiness and purity of reli- 
gious sentiment. In comparison 
with them, the sacred poetry of all 
other nations sinks into mediocrity.'' 
** The songs, which cheered the so- 
litude of the desert caves of En-gedi> 
or resounded from the voice of his 
own people, as they wound along 
the glens of the hill-sides of Judea, 
have been repeated for ages in al- 
most every part of the nabitable 
world, in the remotest islafids of the 
ocean, among the forests of America 
or sands of Africa. How many hu- 
man hearts have been softened, 
purified, exalted ! — of how many 
wretched beings have thev been the 
secret consolation! — on now many 
communities have they drawn down 
blessings of Divine Providence, by 
bringing the affections into unison 
with their deep devotional fervour !" 
This justly-merited eulogium, ex- 
tracted from Mr. Milman's excellent 
"History of the Jews," speaks 
volumes in corroboration of the 
truth of oul- position, that the Jewish 
nation have been appointed, by tha 
Deity, the instructers of mankind 
on points most neat to their happi- 
ness in this and in a future state. 
What could have given to the poetry 
and sentiments of a prince of a peo- 
ple, who have now no country of 
their own ; no king ; and |who, un- 
til a very recent period, have been 
subjected to contumely, oppression, 
andf indignities of every description, 
such an influence over the whole 
human race, except it had been so 
ordained by the Divine will? We 
are then fully justified in calling 
upon our brethren, scattered into all 
parts of the earth, to learn to appre- 
ciate their own position in the world ; 
to know their own dignity ; not to 
be the servile copiers of others, but 
to set about, in an earnest manner, to 
offer to mankind that example of 
moral perfection for which we were 
Inainly selected by the Deity. 



At an early period, David had 
attained to great proficiency in mu- 
sic, and its sister art, poetry. His 
courage, when a mere ooy, had led 
him to encounter and to prevail over 
two ferocious wild animals. On his 
visit to the camp of the IsraeHtes at 
the time their army was defied by 
the gigantic Philistine, it is evidently 
no vain-glory that induces him to 
offer to accept the challenge of the 
Philistine. His elder brother ac- 
cusing him of pride and presump- 
tion in coming down to see the 
battle, he replies, "What have I 
now done ? Is there not a cause ? '*. 
meaning. Can you or any Israelite 
keep silent on such an occasion? 
Do you not hear the God of Israel 
defied, and do you accuse me of 
pride and presumption, who assert 
the power of the living God against 
this clod of earth ? 

Let us imagine ourselves the 
spectators of this memorable event. 
The two combatants are in advance 
of the adverse armies, in which an 
awful silence reigns throughout. 
The Philistine, at the first glance of 
the stripling that is come out to do 
battle with him, cannot contain his 
indignation at what he considers a 
contemptuous act on the part of the 
Israelites, in thus sending out against 
him so insignificant an opponent. 
He spits out his rage, intermingled 
with oaths, to his gods ; we perceive 
his conntenance distorted with pas- 
sion, whilst that of David, lighted 
up with religious feelings, evinces a 
calm reliance on the God of battles. 
The ruddiness of his fair complexion 
is just heightened, but not with the 
flame of raging passion : His eves, 
uplifted, as if invoking the aid of 
his God, not for his own preserva- 
tion, but that he might prove the 
humble instrument in his" hands, 
and in the presence of the assembled 
hostile armies, for vindicating his 
power ; in showing that ** the vic- 
tory is not tQ the strong, nor the 
race to the swift." The giant ap- 

S roaches ! David is by no means 
ackward or slow in going to meet 
him. His steps betray neither fear 
nor indecision. He runs quickly 
towards, not his enemy, but the en- 
emy of his God, and with a pebble 
picked out of the brook, has taught 
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this mass of clay, in the presence of 
the astonished multitudes, that, he 
who mocks and defies the God of 
the universe will he made to fall 
heneath the most insignificant of his 
creation. 

The suhlime spectacle just pre- 
sented to the Israelites at once 
gained the hero the hearts of the 
nation, but Saul was not proof 
against the feelings qi envy which 
assailed him in coi^sequence of wit- 
nessing the attachment of the peo- 
pie to the young victor. He sought 
eagerly to take the life of the bene- 
factor of the nation. In the wan- 
derings of David we have repeated 
instances of the sincerity of his re- 
ligious feelings and devotion to the 
service of his God, in the only way 
in which it is acceptable to Him. 
He never once entertained the 
thought of conspiring to dethrone 
his king; so far was such an idea 
from his mind, that twice when the 
life of Saul was in his hands he 
firmly resists the urgent advice of 
his followers to profit by the occa- 
sion, to put an end at once to his 
own sufferings by killing the king. 
So genuine were his feelings of ven- 
eration for the anointed of the Lord, 
that even on the occasion when in 
the cave of En-gedi he had cut off 
the skirts of Saul's robe, it is said 
his heart smote him that he had to 
that degree desecrated the sacred 
person of his prince. His conduct 
in the affair of Nabal shows how 
little he was under the government 
of his passions, even when there 
appeared a justifiable motive for 
giving way to thero, and how he 
endeavoured to regulate every one 
of his actions according to the pre- 
cepts of his law. When the wife of 
Nabal intercedes for her husband, he 
says, '* Blessed be the Lord God of 
Israel, which sent thee this day to 
meet me ; and blessed be thy advice, 
and blessed be thou, which hast kept 
me this day from coming to shed 
blood, and from avenging myself 
with my own hand." 

Very difiPerent was his conduct 
from that of Coriolanus, Alcibiades, 
and others mentioned in profane his- 
tory, who, because their countrymen 
had acted unjustly towards them, 
forthwith repaired to their enemies 



to do them all the injury they could : 
David, on the contrary, still ground- 
ing his actions and conduct on the 
precepts of his law, when driven to 
seek shelter among the Philistines, 
avoids warring against God's peo- 
ple, or imbruing his hands in the 
blood of his own nation. 

Being come to the throne and go- 
verning all Israel, he bravely and 
wisely extends their possessions to 
the utmost boundaries assigned 
them by the Deity ; and having now 
formed a very considerable kingdom, 
he proceeds to bring the national 
worship into that order, and general 
as well as devout practice best adapt- 
ed to raise the people to the stand- 
ard of moral perfection, which it 
was his duty to lead them to attain. 
They were now in the full enjoy- 
ment of those blessings promised 
as the reward of their obedience to 
the Divine will, when the scene 
darkens and David is found, like all 
men, liable to fall. 

The very faculty which occasioned 
him to feel so strongly the efifects of 
the beautiful and sublime betrays 
him, by making him forget for a mo- 
ment, that it was sinful to dwell on 
the charms of the wife of another 
man. The poison having once entered 
his soul, he appears to have failed in 
his usual fortitude and strength of 

Eurpose to drive it thence ; and the 
itherto pious and virtuous king is 
guilty at once of two of the most 
heinous crimes it is possible for man 
to commit. Who shall attempt to 
excuse or extenuate these acts, since 
the miserable culprit himself stands 
self- convicted, and confesses that he 
has sinned ? On this occasion we are 
reminded of the strict watch kept 
over the conduct of the kings of Is- 
rael. The crimes are no sooner con- 
summated than Nathan appears be- 
fore the king, and, in that heart- 
rending apologue of the ewe-lamb, 
exposes before him, in the strongest 
light, the heinousness of his conduct. 
The film appears, for the first time, 
to have fallen from the eyes of the 
monarch blinded by his guilty pas- 
sion — ^he confesses he has sinned. 
Instructed, as we are, by the sacred 
historian, that this prompt acknow- 
ledgment of his crime, and his con- 
sequent repentance, had procured for 
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him some mitipfation of the punish- 
ment fEom his offended God, to 
which he was justly amenable, we 
trust we may express our doubt 
which most to admire -on this occa- 
sion : The noble bearing and daonC^ 
less courageof the Prophet, who|fear. 
lessly performs his duty, and ch^-ges 
a prince to his face witn the commis- 
sion of two of the most horrid crimes i 
or, the immediate confession of his 
li^uilt by the prince, who expresses 
his repentance, submits humbly to 
the punishment denounced as the 
consequence, by the Prophet, on the 
part of the Deity ; instead of avail- 
ing himself of bis power and author- 
ity to crash at once the daring ad- 
monitor. From this period we have 
to contemjdate the cnaracter of the 
prince whilst sufficing under the 
punishment consequent upon bis 
crimes, which put bis piety, his for- 
titude, and resignation to the sever- 
est trials. We find, throughout, that 
bis mind was restored to that sound 
state which was so conspicuous be- 
f(Nre his fatal crimed; the law again 
has resumed its full empire over his 
heart : For we observe him, in con- 



formity to its precepts, refusing to 
wreak his vengeance on Shimei, who 
took the opportunity of bis distress 
to insult him grossly. His fondness 
for his children shows him to have 
been naturally of a very tender dis- 
position; as evinced in bis great 
anxiety to save the life of Absalom 
hisrehel son, and his inconsolable 
grief at his death. 

We have, in the history of this 
prince, a striking instance of the ab- 
horrence in which bloodshed is held 
by the Deity. David was considered 
unfit to buud a house to the Ood of 
Mercy, preciselv because he had shed 
much blood ; though' much of that 
blood had been shed in the fulfilment 
of the command to drive out the re- 
mainder of the seven nations, and to 
establish fully the chosen people in 
the land which had been assigned 
them by their God. The wickedness 
of men renders these punishments 
necessary ; out the Deity, on every 
occasion, declares that this is only 
through their own wickedness and 
perverseness, and diat he takes no 
delight in the death of sinners. 

Ai A. L. 



(To be continued,) 



II. THE MISHNA, 

mi« rODD, Mescketk Aboth : " the ethics op the fathers." 

pdh p. COMMENTS BY NAPHTALI HIRT8 WB88BLY. 

( CwUmtted frrnn jKtge 263.) 
Joshua the son of Perachiab, and Nithai tlie Arbelite, obtained the Law from tihem^ 
Joshua the scm of Peraehiah said: ^'Constitute unto thyself a teacher; gain unto 
thyself a friend \ and judge every man favourably." (K 5.) 
Commentary. Joshua the son of plicitly to his own knowledge, the 



Perachiahy and Nithai the Arbelite — 
The preceding tanaim, or teachers, 
taught mankind how to worship 
Ood in love and devotion ; how to 
persevere in the observance of the 
law and its commandments; and 
which are the dictates of mercy, 
and of that practical benevolence 
which man owes to his fellow-men, as 
we have already demonstrated. The 
two tanaim whose maxims we are now 
about to iUustrate, address their in- 
structions to those who have already 
imbibed the doctrines of their pre- 
decessors, and act accordingly. And 
while they exhort the zealous stu- 
dent of the law not to trust too im- 



ardent worsbipp^ not to depend on 
his solitary devotion, and the pure 
philanthropist not to rely on the 
constancy of his benevolence, they 
offer their salutary counsels to each 
of these three, to fortify them in the 
practice of the good, and to protect 
them from stumbling, or falling into 
error. 

Constitute unto thyself a teacher — 
This maxim, addressed to the zeal- 
ous student of the law, does not 
merely imply that he is bound to 
adhere to the authorized traditions 
of the Fathers, — for this is a maxim 
of la«v not to be infringed; but it 
cdunsels him on no occasion to per* 
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slat in his own opinion, and to con- 
sider that opinion as the best because 
it is his pwn. For all men are prone 
to err; no man is infallible; then 
flatter not thyself that thou alone 
art exempt from the common frailty 
of our nature. However high thy 
rank among thy contemporaries, 
however extensive thy knowledge 
and varied thy attainments ; though 
in thy time there liveth no one who, 
according to public estimation, sur- 
passes thy transcendent talents ; yet 
" constitute unto thyself a teacher ;" 
acknowledge the authority of other 
great men, give due weight to their 
opinions^ in order that thou ma^^est 
not be misled by thine own vanity. 
And though thy pre-eminence is 
generally acknowle(%ed, yet dp thou 
of thy own accord constitute unto 
thyself as teachers those whose 
opinions are entitled to deference. 

Gain unto thyself a /ricnof-^This 
maxim is' addressed to the ardent 
worshipper, who is devoted to his 
Maker in purity of love, and free 
from every selfish admixture. Yet 
even he is cautioned against har- 
bouring too high an idea of his own 
piety, and is advised to ^^gsuoi a 
friend ;'' to regulate his actioi^ and 
conduct, so that he may succeed in 
obtaining the friendship of a virtu- 
ous man. To acquire such a friend- 
ship does not depend upon hteaself 
alone ; yet, by his actions^ his vir- 
tues, a^d Ins merits, he may gala on 
the sympathies, of another similarly 
minded, until l^eir hearts and minds, 
responsive to each other, become, as 
it were, blended into one ; till their 
joys, their sorrows, their fears, and 
their hopes are so intimately inter- 
woven, that one fate is common to 
both. The possession of such a 
friend is the greatest gain that man 
can acquire on earth. Jointly they 
support each other in every good, 
fortify each other against every evil, 
resolve. Does he stiunble ? the 
hand of friendship is stretched forth 
to uphold him. Does he err ? the 
counsel of friendship admonishes 
him? . Dc^s he wax faint? the 
voice of friendship cheers him. 
With his friend he communes; to 
him he lays open the inward work- 
ings of his heart ;' and while the 
teacher whom he has constituted 



unto himself improves his under- 
standing! on doctrinal points, his 
friend purifies his mind from all 
those hidden imperfections, those 
minor faults, which escape the eyes 
of the many, but which cannot re^ 
main concealed from the scanning 
glance of friendship. For though a 
man may have thousands of as80*> 
ciates, and numerous well-wishers,, 
many who rejoice at his prosperity, 
and many more who would actively 
promote his weal, yet thrice happy 
is he who has^one friend who searches 
his defects to his heart's core, %nd 
with tender, yet unsparing, hand 
cures his failings. Such a n-iend is 
a treasure above all others; and 
therefore our teacher emphatically 
tells us to '* gain " that treasure. 

And judge every man fcmourahly — 
This maxim, addressed to the pure 
philanthropist^ tells him, it is not 
sufficient that he is actively benevo- 
lent, makes his house an asylum for 
the oppressed,, and practises those 
virtues inculcated by the various ta- 
naimj as the very high degree of 
purity and righteousness wmch he 
nimeelf has attained, mav tempt him^ 
to look with a jaundiced eye on the 
mass of humeusi beings, to consider 
them as unworthy of his own atten- 
tion, and his time misspent ia being. 
devoted to their wants ; so that out oC 
pure piety and benevolence,^ he may 
gradually become misanthropical,, 
and despise that human race of which 
he is a member, because he finds not 
in them that freedom from sin, and 
absence of evil passions, which he 
himself is conscious of possessing. 
Against this lamentable perversion 
of his pure benevolence our in- 
structer cautions him, and exhorts 
him to judge favourably of all men, 
to endeavour to discover and assign 
the best motives for their actions ^ 
and, when he beholds them a prey 
to their evil passions, to impute their 
backslidings ta error from which they 
may recover,, and not to innate vice 
which is irremediable. He must 
judge no man harshly. Should he, 
m dealings between man and man, 
or in the performance of their seve- 
ral duties towards their Creator, 
perceive any one commit a deed 
wbich appears equivocal, he is not ta 
be forward in adopting a rigorous 
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conclusion ; but must, on the con- 
trary, endeavour to interpret such 
action and its motives leniently, as- 
signing to the perpetrator as inno- 
cent a purpose as circumstances will 
admit of. Less evil will result 
from his excusing or acquitting the 
guUty, than from his condemning 
the innocent. If he beholds an ac 
tion the results of which are decided- 
ly bad, and incapable of extenuation, 
it is his duty to scan the motives, in 
order, if possible, to discover some 
mitigating trait, some fact which 
may evince that such action was not 
the effect of premeditated depravity. 
And though he may be unable to 
apologize either for the action or its 
motives, he is to make due allowance 
for repentance and penitence ; as our 
Rabbles of blessed memory say, "If 
thou seest a pious sage committing 
a sin at night, do not upbraid him 



(To be continued.) 



in thy own heart on the following 
morning ; because he may have re- 
pented and become penitent." 
Should continued vice preclude all 
supposition of penitence, and conse- 
quent extenuation, so as to leave no 
room whatever for apology or excuse, 
yet do not accuse the natural dispo- 
sition of the transgressor, but miti- 
gate thy judgment by making allow- 
ance for the circumstances that may 
first have seduced, and then en- 
tranced, him in his career of iniquity. 
And, above all things, do not con- 
demn the whole human race for the 
faults or follies of individuals. They, 
like thyself, are gifted with the power 
of attaining purity and perfection ; 
for, were that power not inherent in 
them, it could not be possessed by 
thee ; and if thou accusest them 
generally, thou art thyself justly in- 
cluded in the accusation. 



.III. METAPHYSICS AND PHILOSOPHY OF THE RABBIES. 
Sepher Ikkarim : *' book of principles : " by r. josbph albo. 
(.Confinued/rom page 266.) 



The angel of the Lord promises 
to Joshua, the son of Jozadack the 
High Priest, his continued dura- 
tion in a future world, as a conse- 
quence of his performing the Divine 
commands, with the intention of 
serving God and obeying his wiU, 
when he says, " Thus saith the Lord, 
If thou wilt walk in my ways, and 
wilt observe mv behests, and thou 
wilt likewise judge mine house, and 
guard my courts, then will I give to 
thee, D^abilD, progressions amongst 
those that stand here.'' (Zach. iii. 7.) 
These last words the Targum, or 
translation of Jonathan ben Uzziel, 
renders, ** amongst these seraphim." 
Here, then, the immortal duration 
of his soul is promised, and that its 
existence is to be progressive amongst 
the angels which always stand in 
the presence of the Most High ; as 
a reward for judging the house of 
God, and guarding his courts. 

CHAPTER VI. 

Human actions, considered with 
reference to the perfection of pur- 
pose, are subject to one of three 
alternatives. 1. Either all of them 
contribute to that perfection. 2. Or 



none of them do so. 3. Or some of 
them do and others do not. With 
respect to the first : It is impossible 
that all man's actions should or 
could contribute to the perfection of 
his purpose : For wrong, violence, 
and wickedness are detestable in the 
eyes of all mankind; debauchery, 
sensuality, gluttony, are brutal ac- 
tions, contemptible In the eyes of all 
mankind ; and what is detestable or 
contemptible cannot confer perfec- 
tion. It is equally impossible that 
no action can or does so contribute, 
according to the second alternative. 
For, as we have already demon- 
strated, in order to enable the ge- 
nerality or bulk of mankind to attain 
the perfection of their purpose, cer- 
tain actions within their power to 
perform must contribute to it. From 
this it results, that the third alter- 
native must be in accordance with 
the fact ; that, consequentlv, some 
actions do contribute towards man's 
perfection, while others do not con- 
tribute to, and some even impede, 
his attaining that object. It is, 
however, a task of great diflGlculty to 
determine the precise limits that se- 
parate those actions which do, fronqi 
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those others which do not, tend to 
promote that purpose ; it being im- 
possible for us to decide, what is 
salutary, or what is pernicious, to a 
bein^ with the essence of which we 
are unacquainted. If we are igno- 
rant of the constitution and habit of 
body of a man, it is impossible "for 
us to prescribe that diet which is 
most conducive to its due equilibri- 
um, or to restore it should it have 
become deranged. In order to be 
able, in such a case, to do the best 
for the patient, we commence by 
studying, until we become perfectly 
acquainted with, his constitutional 
habits, in order to regulate oiur pre- 
scriptions accordingly. In what 
concerns the soul, our reason is not 
able to penetrate into its essence, or 
study its nature. All that we know 
is, that it emanates from a pure in- 
tellect, and is free from every corpo- 
real admixture. Beyond this our 
knowledge extends not ; our reason 
therefore cannot judge of what is 
salutary or pernicious to that soul. 
One of the sages, on a certain occa- 
sion, said : ** Know thy own soul, 
and thou wilt likewise know thy 
Creator:" By which he meant, as 
it is impossible for man to penetrate 
into the essence of his Creator, it is 
equally impossible for him to analyze 
the nature of his own soul. The ques- 
tion then is. How is human reason to 
determine what actions may be salu- 
tary and conducive to the real wel- 
fare of the soul ? For as man is by 
his nature destined to perfection, 
there ought, doubtless, to be im- 
planted within him by nature the 
means of discerning what can pro- 
mote and what retard that great 
purpose of his being. Were we to 
assume that we are to be guided by 
the general opinion of the great bulk 
of mankind, we should be justified in 
not imitating the pattern set us by 
prophets and pious men ; because it 
is a well-estaolished fact, that the 
great majority of mankind do not 
follow those good examples. But 
as man was created alone, there 
must be within each individual of 
the species fhe means of deciding 
what are the praiseworthy actions 
which promote his perfection, and 
what are the blamable deeds which 
impede him. We therefore say, that 



as we find many actions, which aU 
mankind, with unanimous consent, 
declare to be good; (such as, to 
avoid the wrong, to pursue the 
right, &c., &c.;) whilst, again, 
many other actions are, by the una- 
nimous consent of all mankind, de- 
clared to be bad ; (as injustice, vio- 
lence, &C.5) the opinion thus formed 
by the general and unanimous con- 
sent of all mankind, inust assuredly 
be truer and just; and as, moreover^ 
we feel an inward joy and felicity in 
performing any one of those actions 
which all mankind unanimously de- 
clare to be good, or an inward re- 
pugnance and regret when commit- 
ting any deed which all mankind 
unanimously declare to be evil, we 
may thence with certainty infer, that 
the soul, being of divine origin, de- 
lights in every action that is truly 
good, as conformable to its nature ; 
and grieves at every deed that is 
truly bad, because it is contrary 
thereto. This affords us a criterion 
by which to determine what is good 
and what is evil, according to the 
inward feeling of joy or grief which 
results from our actions. For even 
the wicked who ardently thirsts for, 
and longs to commit, evil, of whom 
Solomon says, "The soul of the 
wicked desires evil;" (Prov.xxi. 10;) 
even he feels but that longing until 
the evil deed is done to which he is 
impelled by his unruly passions : 
But when it is done, the stings of 
remorse assail him ; glaring ffuilt 
stares him in the face, and the hor- 
rors of inward bitterness overwhelm 
him. This criterion the prophet 
Jeremiah (peace be with him !) offers 
to Israel, on behalf of his God, that 
they may thereby perceive their 
actions to be evil, because they are 
followed by remorse and bitterness 
of soul: "Thy evil deeds punish 
thee, and thy backslidings convict 
thee. Know therefore and perceive, 
that it is thy wrong and bitter aban- 
donment of the Lord thy God, and 
not my terrors, which are on thee, 
saith tne Lord God of Hosts." (Jer. 
ii. 19.) His meaning is : The bitter 
pangs of remorse which accompany 
thy evil deeds must convict thee in 
thy own mind of having done evil ; 
although I do not hold forth the 
terrors of judgment against thee. 
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'On the contrary, the inward joy 
which we feel at the performing of a 
good action can convince us, that we 
have done right. And therefore the 
Sacred Singer saith, "I have re- 
flected on my ways, and caused my 
'feet to return to thy evidences." 
CPealm cxix. 60.) When I reflect 
on my own ways to know what is 
right and what is wrong, I turn my- 
self to thy evidences, because in 
obeying them I feel an inward joy : 
As he has previously declared : "I 
rejoice in the way of thy evidence, 
more greatly than at all treasures." 
{Ibid. 14.) This inward feeling thus 
serves as a touchstone which unerr- 
ingly tells us how to distinguish 
good from evil deeds, the former of 
which promote, while the latter im- 
pede, the perfection of the soul. 

CHAPTER VII. 

This method of deciding which of 
our actions is good or which is evil, 
is, however, not sufficient in all 
cases ; for the different constitutions 
of men must and do cause a great 
diversity in their Qualities and sen- 
timents. He whom nature has 
prifted with great heat of blood is 
inclined to valour, and will rejoice 
at every deed of daring ; whilst he 
whose constitutional habit is of an 
opposite kind, (being inclined to 
quiet,) will rejoice at tranquillity. 
Accordingly it is extremely difficult 
to let the decision of right and 
wrong depend altogether on the in- 
ward feelings of any man ; — swayed 
as these feelings are by the temper- 
ament of the individual ; — unless in- 
deed man were by nature gifted with 
such a perfect equilibrium in his 
constitutional conformation that no 
one particular effect should at all 
preponderate, — which is next to an 
impossibility. And were it possible 
to find a man so perfectly consti- 
tuted by nature, even that man 
would experience the greatest diffi- 
culty in balancing and discriminating 
the bent and tendency of every 
action in its various modifications, 
so as to adjust the precise point 
where an action ceases to be good 
and vice versa ; a discrimination as 
impossible for the unaided reason of 
man, as it is for him to fix the pre- 



cise medium between black and 
white. Yet man cannot dispense 
with the exercise of so nice a dis- 
cernment, when he is, by means of 
his reason only, to fix on that pre- 
cise central point between the two 
extremes of too much and too little, 
which marks the truly good. Thus 
benevolence is the central point be- 
tween avarice and profusion ; va- 
lour, between reckless daring and 
cowardice. But how is man, oy his 
unaided reason only, to know where 
is the precise point at which he is 
to stop, lest nis virtue degenerate 
into extremes, and become vice? 
We have already, in our fifth chapter 
of this division, proved that actions 
which are to promote man's perfec* 
tion must be such as are acceptable 
to the Deity. But how is man, by 
means of his reason onlv, to decide 
which of his actions are tnus accept > 
able? If we are ignorant of the 
qualities of a prince, of his laws, his 
statutes, and his perfections, how 
are we to determine which of our 
actions may recommend us to his 
favour, and which of them may ex- 
pose us to his wrath ? The Deity, 
m his essence, is altogether incom- 
prehensible to our reason : It is 
therefore impossible that reason only 
should teach us which of the many 
actions man can and does perform 
are pleasing in the sight of the 
Most High, and which are not. All 
that humau reason can possibly 
teach us is the general rule, that 
whatever is evil is displeasing to the 
Deity : (as the prophet saith, *' Thine 
eyes are too pure to look upon evil, 
and thou canst not bear to behold 
wrong : " Hab. i. 13 :) And what- 
ever is good pleaseth him. But 
reason cannot instruct us in every 
minute and particular action of 
which each of these two general 
classes is composed. Moreover, it 
is natural for every reasonable agent 
to reflect and consider the result of 
his actions so as to make them cor- 
respond with that purpose for which 
he intends them, m order that his 
labours may not be vain, and fall 
short of their intent : but as human 
reason is not capable of ascertaining 
and deciding the minute actions of 
man which promote the perfection of 
his purpose, he needs the aid of su- 
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perior or heavenly wisdom to point 
out to him that precise course, the 
pursuing of whicn is acceptable to 
the Deity, and secures the attaining 
of that perfection of purpose for 
which man is created. This superior 



or heavenly wisdom is, by means pf 
the prophetic inspiration, imparted 
to one man, in order that by his in- 
strumentality mankind may become 
instructed, and acquainted with those 
things which please their Creator. 



(To be continued.) 



IV. THE PREFACE OF MAIMONIDES 

TO THE TALMUDIC TREATISE jhll- 

(Continued from page 256.) 
Kll Israel have a portion in the world to come ; as it is written, '^ And yonr nation ate 
afl righteous, for ever shall thej inherit the land : the branch of my planting, the 
work of my hands, that I may be glorified." (Isaiah Ix. 21.) 



It is also incorrect for a well- 
informed man to ask, " If I attend 
to the commandments enjoined on 
me by my Maker, and avoid the evil 
deeds which he has forbidden, what 
will be my reward ? " For that is as 
the child, who says, when he en- 
quires, " If I read this, what will be 

given to me for it ? " We then answer 
im with some promise or encou- 
ragement; for we see the small- 
ness of his comprehension, which 
prevents him from understanding 
the grand principle, and presents to 
him an object foreign to and differ- 
ent from the real intention. Thus 
the extent of his understanding pre- 
scribes the nature of our reply to 
him : As Solomon says, " Answer 
the fool 'according to his folly." 
The sages have also remarked, that 
HO man should consider his serving 
of God Almighty, by the observance 
of the commandments^ as a thing of 
usual nature or consequence, or for 
a worldly object, as was remarked bv 
that profound searcher of the truth 
of all principles, Antigonus of Socho : 
" Be not as servants who serve their 
master for the take of reward ; but 
rather as those who serve him for his 
own sake." He meant to say-bv 
this, that man should seek the truth 
for truth's sake ; which remark of 
his is the cause of his being called 
the " Server from Love." R. Elie- 
zer remarks on the passage, " In his 
commandments he had great desire : " 
'* This means, in the commandments 
themselves, and not in the reward of 
them." Our premises are, therefore, 
shown by this to be plain and ex- 
ceedingly clear, as well as by this 

2 



passage in Siphri: ** Perhaps thou 
wilt say, ' I will make the law the 
object of my study, in order to ob- 
tain riches, power, authority, and 
future rewards in eternal life.' But 
the Torah only says, 'Thou shalt 
love the Lord thv God.* Thus all 
which thou doest shall be only from 
love." 

So far is this principle defined and 
shown to be the spirit of the Torah, 
and the basis on which rest the no- 
tions of our Rabbanim ; (peace be 
with them !) and no man, after a 
careful consideration, can think dif- 
ferently, except indeed he be a per.- 
son void of sense, whose lightness of 
thinking and whose confused ideas 
may lead him to form conclusions 
without foundation. The excellence 
of our ancestor Abraham (of sacred 
memorjr) was, that his piety had its 
foundation in love ; and to this great 
principle must we devote- all our 
vigilance and direct all our consider- 
ation. Our sages knew, that the ex- 
cessive difficulty of this principle 
would prevent its being rightly un^ 
derstood by every bo^; and that 
even some who could understand it 

' would not consider it in its purity 
and simplicity. For man does little 
good without the prospect of advan* 
tage, or the hope of oeing secured 
from detriment; without which 
views that good would be, in his opi- 
nion, as much a work of supereroga- 
tion as the observance of the com- 
mands of God without regard to re- 
ward or punishment. This is, in- 
deed, a thing most difficult ; for all 
men do not pursue the truth so as to 
become like our ancestor Abraham 
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of blessed memory, and therefore the 
Rabbantm impressed on the multi- 
tude to continue their practice of the 
precepts, with a view to recompense, 
and to avoid the neglect of them 
from a fear of retribution : And by 
strengthening their impressions, ana 
directing their attention to this point, 
the contemplative amongst them be- 
gan to reflect, and to discover the 
proper and the true path in which we 
should tread, and the method which 
we should adopt with a child when 
teaching him in the manner of the 
simile which I have previously men- 
tioned. They also rebuked Antigo- 
nus of Socho for thus explaining his 
sentiments to the multitude ; for it 
was in rpgard to him that they said, 
** Wise men, beware of your words,** 
&c. ; as is further explained in the 
nilH >p")fi. The multitude are not 
at all injured by performing their du- 
ties with these notions ; for, perhaps, 
considering the imperfection of their 
ideas, these impressions are beneficial 
to them until experience in the ways 
of the Torah induces that diligent 
and careful examination which leads 
them on to the knowledge of truth, 
and to the desire of serving from a 
principle of love. This again is what 
our Rabbanim of blessed memory 
have said, ** At all events the law 
should be diligently studied, even if 
not in its proper sense : For, though 
frequently taken in a perverted man- 
ner, yet we ultimately attain thereby 
its genuine signification." 

It IS necessary to touch, in this 
place, on the various opinions which 
have bsen formed of the sayings of 
our Sages. (Blessed be their memory!) 
There are three classes whose no- 
tions are divided on this subject 

Those composing the first class^ 
the most numerous which I have 
found, understand, as far as I have 
been able to learn from their writ- 
ings, and to collect from their con- 
versations, the passages of the Sages 
literally, without searching. into the 
hidden meanings, and hold all the 
impossibilities mentioned in them to 
be practicable and even necessary 
occurrences. Their defect consists 
in not being able to comprehend the 
wisdom conveyed ; and they are so 
marrow in their opinions, by con- 
fining themselves to tUeir own views^^ 



that few of them have ever had the 
discretion to consider, that the Rab- 
bies have not intended the various 
apparent incongruities, interspersed 
throughout their pious and elegant 
writings, to be taken in their literal 
meanings. 

Some of these passages appear, at 
first sight, so extravagant and devoid 
of reason, that even people of com- 
mon capacities would question the 
possibility of any reasonable person's 
afifording any credence to them. 
Such at least would be the notions 
arising from the general mode of 
explaining these passages. Thus, 
of the folly of this class, so destitute 
of knowledge, we have much cause 
to complain ; for whilst in their own 
ideas they are exalting and honour- 
ing the nabbanim, they are actually 
debasing them to the lowest degree 
in the opinions of others ; and, truly 
as God liveth, these notions do tend 
to pervert the law, and obscure its 
clearness, injuring ,the impressions 
produced by God*s Holy Word, by 
perplexing those who direct their 
attention to it. In regard to this, 
God, in his law of perfection, said, 
" They shall hearken unto my sta- 
tutes, that it shall be said, Surely 
this nation is a great and understand- 
ing people." But this class so dis- 
tort and misapply the words of the 
Rabbanim. that, when the learned of 
other nations hear of their opinions, 
they say. " Surely this little people 
is a silly and weak-minded race." 
But the plincipal mischief of these 
propounders, is their endeavouring 
to explain to the multitude that 
which they do not themselves under- 
stand. Would only that they would 
relinquish an object which they 
cannot reach^ and be silent when 
their speaking avails* not ! As it is 

said, pu^>'inn Winn tn^ ^d, 

** Would only that they would be 
utterly silent !" Happy should I be, 
if thisrenaark would serve as a warn- 
ing to them, and induce them to with- 
hold explanations which they can- 
not, from their inability of compre- 
hension, rightly furnish. They have 
not the modesty to admit that they 
do not understand all; and they per- 
sist in impressing the results of their 
own weak reasonings on the minds 
of the multitude, as the sound doc- 
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trines intended to be conveyed by 
the allegories of the Rabbanim. 
Thus they propound the figurative 
reasonings of the division m^"!!* and 
of the portion pbtlt and other argu- 
ments c^ the same nature and Btyle^ 
according to their literal meanings^ 
word for word. 

The second class are also numer- 
ous, and take the words of the Rab- 
banim in their literal significations, 
thinking that nothing but the obvi- 
ous meftniqg is convejred by them- 
These they endeavour to stultify and 
ridicule, finding want of reason where 
reason is most present, and disput- 
ing the acquirements of men whose 
knowledge is so much purer and 
clearer than their own. These peo- 
ple even seek to demonstrate that the 
Rabbanim (peace be with them !) are 
totally deficient in wisdom, and 
without any foundation in their prin- 
ciplea. Many of those who err and 
stumble in these respects, are physi- 
cians, astronomers, who, seeking to 
investigate the nature of the hea- 
venly bodies, overlook the defici- 
encies of their own ; reasoners whose 
vanity prompts them to inquire into 
the causes of every thing; and 
would-be philosophers, who are far 
removed from the knowledge of hu- 
manity, compared with those who 
are philosophers and searchers after 
the truth. These are indeed inferior 
to, and even more silly than, the first 
class, many of them being very defi- 
cient. They are, in fact, an ac- ' 
cursed generation, for they influence , 
people of consideration and distinc- 
tion, who, otherwise originally in- 
clined to wisdom, wbuld cultivate it 
but for the bad example thus placed 
before them. Would that these silly 
persons would give themselves the 
trouble to discriminate between the 
arrangements to be made in the 
study of Divinity, by the Rabbanim, 
and by the common mass of people, 
to separate the actual and substan- 
tial from the theoretical and philo- 
sophical ; then they would easily see 
whether our Rabbanim (blessed be 
their memory !) were wise or foolish, 
and would render much honour to 
their reasonings and their writ- 
ings. 

The third class, who, I assure 
you, are so few that it is hardly 



proper to call them a clasjs,— except- 
ing in the same way that we attri- 
bute a species to the sun, though he 
is, in fact, an individual and sole of 
his kind; — these are the men who 
possess a clear comprehension of the 
wisdom of the Rabbanim ; and their 
understanding is evidently good, 
from what we see of their mode of 
reasoning, reflecting intensely on the 
workings of truth, at which they 
will arrive by their clear ideas as to 
the non-existence^ of things impossi- 
ble, and the being of such as are ne- 
cessitated to exist ; which reflections 
lead them to conclude, that in the 
words of the Rabbanim there are 
both open and hidden significations, 
and that whenever impossible things 
are mentioned in them, it is in the way 
of allegory and comparison. This is 
the mode of most Sages : Thus he 
who was the greatest of all the wise, 
began his book by saying, ** To un- 
derstand a comparison and its inter- 
pretation ; the words of the wise and 
their dark sayings.*' It is known, 
too, by those conversant in the lan- 
guage, that allegories are the means 
employed in expressing hidden and 
recondite matters ; as it is said, 
mm tD^l? «i niinw, "I will pro- 
pose a riddle to you." And as the 
words of the Rabbanim have for 
their subject such matters as are of 
deep importance and of high mental 
science, they abound in the use of 
comparison and allegory; extraor- 
dinary topics requiring extraordinary 
language. We see that the wisest 
of them all did the same in his works 
of divine inspiration; I mean Solo- 
mon in his Proverbs, Song of Songs, 
and some parts of his Ecclesiastes. 
It is very difficult for us to ofier an 
explanation of many intricate points 
which occur in these works, and to 
separate them from their literal 
meanings, so as to reconcile them 
with truth, and with the fact of their 
being Holy Writings. The Rabba- 
nim themselves i;.ea8on on many pas- 
sages of the Scripture, supposing 
them to be allegories, by separating 
them from their literal meanings ; as 
is to be observed in various passages 
in the Book of Kings, some of which 
many look upon as allegories: As 
such some 'consider the Book of 
Job, though none have explained for 
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what end it was written ; also the 
vision of the dead in Ezekiel, and 
many other things of the like kind. 
Now, my readers, if you belong to 
either the one or the other of the two 
first-named classes, seek not after 
my words, nor any others of the 
same tendency ; for they will rather 
offend than please you. It may be 
said, that a small quantity of light 
and wholesome food cannot injure a 
person accustomed to gross and 
neavy nourishment, yet still it does 
injure him, because he dislikes it : 
The men who had lived on onions, 
garlic, and fish, missed the flesh- 
pots of E^ypt even whilst they were 
supported by the manna. But if 
you are one of the third class ; and. 



knowing the words of the Rabbanim, 
derive advantage from them, or, not 
knowing them thoroughly, still consi- 
der them respectfully, from a distance, 
you will perceive that many of them 
are in the shape of allegories and 
metaphors, which require great la- 
bour of mind and exertion of under- 
standing to compare and elucidate ; 
and if you will endeavour by perse- 
verance to obtain a correct under- 
standing and conception of the right 
path ; (as it is said ffiH nn^l «1VD^, 
'* to find words of delight ; " and 
nDM*ia^*1ttn>, "those words of de- 
light are the words of truth ; '' you 
will then profit by this my book, and 
it will be well with you here and 
hereafter. E. N. 



(To he continued,) 



V. ON HEBREW SYNONYMES. 
{Continued from page 272.) 



^b« and ^11 

The verb "1^*1 is translated "to 
speak," and ')D« " to say." In Eng- 
lish they are thus distinguished: 
** To speak ** signifies to articulate a 
sound : "To say,** to communicate 
ideas. A child may begin to speak 
as soon as, it opens its lips ; but it 
may be some time befpre it can say 
something, lliis distinction applies 
equally to these verbs in Hebrew ; 
but it has a range rather more en. 
larged. ini is organic only, and our 
Lexicographers define it D^MBU; «toiD, 
" utterance of the lips," or 
>>iivn Tin^ " external speech ;^ and 
the derivative noun is m*i. **Tbut 
*1DH denotes " to indicate,** or " to 
aay a complete sentence." We 
give the definition of man'lIl'TD ^H; 
we do not say ^D» ^n. When 
speaking of idols, the Psalmist says, 
•• They have mouths, I'llaT hVi but 
they speak not.*' (Psalm cxv. 5.) 
Here 11D«* H^ would be incorrect ; for 
idols indicate or represent something, 
although they cannot sneak. The verb 
'^Di^ on the other hana is often ap- 
plied to irrational animals. Job, 
when speaking of the horse, says: 
" Amongst the trumpets h^n 1D«^ 
he says, Ha ! " (Job xxxix. 25.) 



In Ruth it is said, '' The women 
gave it a name, '^Dvh indicating that 
a child was bom to Naomi." (Ruth 
iv. 17.) Many other passages might 
be (quoted, bearing the same dis- 
tinction as that expressed in the 
preceding definition. 

There is, however, an exception to 
this rule; namely, when the noun 
dh is added to the verbs *1DH or *li1 ; 
then they both signify " to meditate 
or think." As, >ab btk ITh rhM tD*1t9 
" Before I had done speaking in my 
heart.** ^Gen. xxiv.45.) ub^l ^Wi> ')Okn, 
*• Esau said in his heart." (Gen. 
xxvii. 41.) &c. 

And in a spiritual or prophetic 
sense, the verb IH^ is generally go- 
verned by!!: As, "The Spirit of 
the Lord >a '^ti spake within me : " 
(2 Sam. xxiii. 2 :) Also in Zechariah 
vi. 4 : " I answered the angel ^:i mill 
who spake with me,** &c. Many 
other passages of Scripture will con- 
firm the remarks which we have 
made on these two verbs. 

Tii> and bb 
The verbs which come next under 
consideration, are those of n1)> and 
7i?n, both rendered " to mix and 
mingle.*' The common idea of both 
is, to put two or more things together. 



Digitized by 



Google 



ON HBBREW SYNONYMKff. 



In Hebrew they are thus distin- 
guished : nii> or lli^nn (in Hith- 
pael) expresses ** a commixture 
which retains its distinction, after 
having been mixed together with 
. other things ; " and may be rendered 
in English, " to mingle." But hh:i 
denotes " a mixture where the dis- 
tinction is entirely lost." Hence we 
find it generally applied to the mix- 
ture of liquids: As, pU>:i Wn 
'* mixed with oil/' pi Vibn "mixed"* 
with wine," &c. 

When the Lord confounded the 
language at the Tower of Babel, it 
is said, " For there 'n hb:i the Lord 
mixed (confounded) their language, 
that they may not understand the 
speech of one another." (Genesis 
xi. 7, 9.) 

And it is worthy of notice, that 
when these verbs are used in a 
moral sense the same distinction 
will equdly apply. When the 
Psalmiat speaks of the demoraliza- 
tion of Israel, he uses the verb 

iii^nn: as Dn:jn in^i^nn "They 

mingled amongst the nations." (Psa. 
cvi. 35.) It is thus correctly ren- 
dered in the Biblical version in 
English. For although the nation 
was corrupted, they had not entirely 
lost their national character. But 
when the prophet Hosea was com- 
plaining of the great depravity of 
Israel he uses the verb hb^: 

i»bnn\ Kin tD^oj^n tDnaw 

** Ephraim has mixed himself among 
the people." (Hos. vii. 8.) The prophet 
there describes the national character 
of Israel as entirely lost: H^p p« 
^b« Dna " There is none among them 
that calleth unto me." (Hosea vii. 7.) 
The verb bi?l is here properly used, 
and very correctly rendered mixed, as 
before observed. 

nui; bn^; ^n^; 
These verbs are indiscriminately 
translated in English, "to guide, 
conduct, and lead," and are thus 
distinguished : " To guide and con- 
duct" convey a superior degree of 
intelligence, which the verb "to 
lead " does not express. We conduct 
and guide those who do not know 
the road, we lead those who will 
not or cannot go alone. We con- 
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duct a process, we guide a traveller, 
and lead a child. In a figurative 
sense the understanding conducts, 
rule guides, and the will leads. 

In Hebrew these verbs are thus 
classified: ini expresses the act of 
leading the object, according to the 
will and pleasure of the leader ; and 
is therefore applied in a good or an 
ill sense, favourable or injurious to 
the object led. The derivative noun 
is, in Rabbinical Hebrew, ri:irri»i 
"conduct or guidance." "Moses 
:ini led the flock. behind the wil- 
derness." (Exod. xiii. 1.) "He 
who has mercy on them D:ini> will 
lead them." (Isai. xlix. 10.) In a 
figurative sense we find, " And my 
heart nDlH:! :ini is led or guided 
by wisdom." (Eccles. ii. 3.) Many 
other passages might be pointed out 
where this verb is thus applied ; and 
we find it as often used as an injuri- 
ous guidance : Laban said to Jacob, 
:inini " Thou didst lead my daugh- 
ters like captives." (Gen. xxxi. 26.) 

nii:i::nin:irm "He led them on 

heavily." (Exod. xiv. 25.) Of king 
Jehu it is said, :iiii> pi?:iu;i ^ 
" He conducts himself furiously." 
(2 Kings ix. 20.) Thus the verb :ini 
is generally used in Scripture. 

But the verbs i^ni and nni ex- 
press a guidance, not only for pro- 
tection from danger, which would 
have occurred had the object not 
been thus guided, but, in an enlarged 
sense, conveys the idea of conferring 
benefit and comfort The noun of 
?ni is bT}:D "leader or conduc- 
tor;" (Isai. li. 18 ;) and from nrii 
we may fairly derive the noun 
ilh*)3D> although classed under the 
root nii : "The Lord walked before 
them Dmtlii to lead them on the 
way." (Exod. xiii. 21.) And figura- 
tively : " When thou walkest tiwti 
'^tM^ she (wisdom) wiU lead thee." 
(Prov. vi. 22.) "In thy counsel 
* 3 n 3 n icad or gtdde me." (Psalm 
Ixxiii. 24 ) When the royal Psalmist 
speaks of his confidence in the AL 
mighty's goodness he makes use of 
both these verbs : >ibrTi^ MimiD '»D i>i>, 
" He Uadeth me beside the 
still waters," and jj'i^r ^bJii^Dl ^mi> 
" He guideth me in the path of righte- 
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oiMoeas." (Psalm zidii 2» 3.) This several passages in Holy Wcit where 
hypothesis will likewise accord with these verbs are used. M. J. 

(7b he continued.) 



VI. IMPORTANCE . OF A KNOWLEDGE OF THE HEBREW 

LANGUAGE. 

It was our purpose to haye quoted, in our last number, the subjoined 
just remarks in our brief Review of Mr. Mocatta's Wisdom of 
SoUmony &c.; || but we were prevented through want of room. They 
occur in his pre&ce to that excellent and useful publication. 

The Sacred Volume, exclusive of hour, to acquire the means of con- 



its religious and moral influence, 
possesses various and irresistible at- 
tractions. Does it not transmit to 
us the chronicles of the most remote 
antiquity ? May wo not therein trace 
the source ot universal history, 
chronology, and the original code of 
all laws for the regolation of civil- 
ized society ? Independently of the 
inexhaustible store of information it 
contains, can we be indifferent to 
the diversified beauties of composi- 
tion that adorn its pages, and which 
have been celebrated by innumera- 
ble classic writers, in all ages and in 
all countries ? Perhaps, in illustra- 
tion, one or two brief quotations 
may be allowed. A learned critic • 
observes, that " the Scriptures abound 
in beauties of style in prose j and 
that they are the most ancient monu- 
ments of poetry extant, replete with 
all the various kinds of poetical com- 
position, interspersed with imagery 
highly expressive and natural, with 
personification and metaphor, giving 
boldness and sublimity." 

In relation to the Pentateuch, ano- 
ther English author of celebrity has 
distinctly affirmed, that Moses, con- 
sidered as a historian, an orator, and 
poet, has never been surpassed 

Such are the recorded opinions of 
eminent Biblical scholars and lin- 
guists ; and such must be the con- 
viction of every intelligent Hebraist, 
who 8done can attain a just percep- 
tion of the superlative beauties o£ 
the Inspired Writings. 

The value of the Hebrew Scrip- 
tures being thus clearly substan- 
tiated, must not the divine, the philo- 
sopher, and the poet, perceive ample 
inducement, at a small cost of la* 
• The Rev. Dr. Blair. 



suiting these treasures of knowledge 
at their source, and no longer rely 
on the defective medium of a trans- 
lation, which, however |food, can 
never reach the emphatic energy, 
comprehensiveness, and sublimity of 
the original Hebrew text ? When 
we call to mind the important truth, 
that in this highly favoured lan- 
guage the Supreme Being was pleas- 
ed to reveal his will to mankind, we 
shall no longer feel disposed to cen- 
sure the bold, but somewhat harsh, 
assertion made by Dr. Ansel m Bayly. 
He affirms, that it is a shame, if not 
a crime, for the Clergy to be unac- 

?uainted with the Hebrew language, 
n granting thus much, how can anv 
person professing the Hebrew faitn 
attempt to palliate or justify his ig- 
norance of a language that is peculi- 
arly his own, and which has been not 
unaptly denominated, '* the un- 
changeable inheritance of the sons 
of Israel ? '' the language in which 
the precepts of his religion were de- 
livered and handed dowu, and in 
which his orisons are ofifered to his 
God, both in public and private. It 
is but candid, however, to admit, 
that there are many Hebrews in all 
countries who are well versed in 
their own tongue, and who are there- 
by enabled to hold correspondence 
with their co-religionists in every 
quarter of the globe, in a dialect 
perfectly intelligible to each other, 
without the irksome task of appeal- 
ing to an interpreter on either side. 
Thus do they become possessed of 
an extraordinary and highly v^uable 
privilege, which it must be acknow- 
ledged no other language, either an- 
cient or modern, can bestow. 

II Vide Hebrew Review, page 272. 
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I. ON THE CHARACTERISTIC TRAITS IN THE COUNTENANCE 
AND BEARING OF NATIONS, ARISING FROM MORAL 
CAUSES. 

(Continued from page 278 .> 

The period at which we are ar- very period, every nation on the face 
rived in the history of the Israelites, of the globe, except the Israelites, 



forms one of the most remarkable 
and important epochs in that sys- 
tem of the government of our world, 
by a beneficent Deity, to which we 
have frequently had occasion to al- 
lude. Innumerable instances might 
be adduced, from the Sacred Writ- 
ings, to show that it was pregnant 
with the fate of thousands of future 

fenerations, whose destiny might 
e said to tremble in the balance, 
depending on the conduct of the 
Jewish people whether the scale for 
weal, or tnat for woe, should de- 
scend; whether the purpose for 
which they had been selected should 
now produce its fruits, and nations 
be speedily brought, through their 
instrumentality^ to know Him who 
had|created them, or be left, for agea 
afterwards, to grope their way in 
the darkness which had hitherto en- 
veloped them. 

God had, to this moment, led the 
Israelites by the hand, — established 
them fully in the land he had pro- 
mised to their fathers, — had fed them 
with divine food by his servants, — 
and he whose character w€ have been 
just delineating, had been inspired 
to superadd to the Law, the most 
sublime expositions of its precepts, 
and of the attributes of the Deity. 

The temple was now to be built, 
not only to serve as the house of 
prayer for the nation of Israelites, 
but as the spot on which the stand- 
ard, to be held up to the whole human 
race, was to be erected. 

It is a most extraordinary fact, 
proved incontestably both by sacred 
and profane history, that, at this 

2 



was plunged in the grossest igno- 
rance of the true God, and in the 
practice of abominable or absurd 
rites of worship to false gods. How 
clearly — how convincingly does this 
circumstance enable us to trace in 
the Sacred Writings the Deity's re- 
solve, to prove to mankind that, with 
all their boasted sense and reason, 
they would be insufficient, without 
his instruction, either to direct their 
own ways properly, or to penetrate 
his pure nature, and discover his at- 
tributes. The trial having been 
made, and failing in the case of 
every nation, (for all were now im- 
mersed in the same darkness, if they 
were not equally guilty of practising 
inhuman and abominable rites,) we 
see the Deity's prescient and bene- 
volent care of his creatures shining 
forth in its divine radiance, in timely 
preparing his people to serve, at this 
critical juncture, as his instruments 
for bringing mankind to see their 
errors, — to impart to the nations the 
knowledge of the true God, — to be 
to him **a kingdom of priests." 

Whilst we glory at such a destiny 
for our people, we cannot, without 
shuddering, contemplate the awful 
responsibility of the trust it implies, 
ana which, at Sinai, they voluntarily 
undertook, when they there entered 
into a covenant with their God. Can 
we wonder, then, that Solomon, on 
coming to the throne, feeling the 
important charge which had devolved 
upon him, — to keep the chosen in- 
struments of God's purposes towards 
the whole human race in perfect 
obedience to his will, — ^shoala inter* 
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cede for wisdom, and that, in a mea- 
sure to enable him to perform his 
important duty in a competent man- 
ner?— The petition is not only ac- 
corded him, buty that none of those 
requisites should be wanting which, 
through the imperfect state of man, 
are necessary for procuring success 
to endeavours which have for their 
object even his own good, — honour 
and riches are likewise promised 
him. 

The temple is finished, — its dedi- 
cation, — one of the most sublime 
and imposing spectacles ever pre- 
sented to the eyes of man. 

The sacred edifice, seen from an 
immense distance, crowns the sum- 
mit of Mount Moriah,. — a spot 
which, from its being the scene 
of the searching trial of the faith 
and obedience of Abraham, — was, 
from thenceforward, selected by 
the Deity for erecting a house of 
prayer to him for all nations, — as the 
sacred spot in which he would fix 
his name, — and the place which, at 
the end of time, whatever might be 
its intermediate condition, from the 
sins of its inhabitants, should again 
shine forth in still greater splendour 
than the scene we shall now endea- 
vour to describe. 

The preparations are completed 
for installing the ark within the most 
holy place. On this solemn and 
impressive occasion, all the Levites, 
to the number of thirty-eight thou- 
sand, attended : ** Around the great 
brasen altar, which rose in the court 
of the Priests, before the door of 
the temple stood, — in front, the sacri- 
ficers, — all around, the whole choir, 
arrayed in white linen ; one hundred 
and twenty of them were trumpeters, 
the rest had cymbals, harps, and 
psalteries." " The whole assembled 
nation crowded the spacious courts 
beyond." *' At an appointed signal, 
the removal of the ark commenced ; 
and when placed between the ex- 
tended wings of the cherubim, all the 
trumpeters and singers burst forth 
at once in praises and thanksgivings 
to God." 

The king then, rising, offers up 
that appropriate, affecting, and sub- 
lime prayer, which will stand for 
ever a monument of ^^the ^genuine 



spirit of the Jewish religion. With 
the pure piety and fervent devotion 
which it breathes, — ^with the invoca^ 
tion for blessings on his people it 
contains, are intermingled the most 
benevolent prayers for the whole 
human race. 

The.f oil owing passage proves that 
this prince had a due sense of the 
purpose for which his nation had 
been selected from all others by the 
Deity. "Moreover, concerning a 
stranger, that is not of thy people 
Israel, but cometh out of a far coun- 
try for thy name's sake, (for they 
shall hear of thy great name, and of 
thy strong hand, and of thy out- 
stretched arm ;) when he shall come 
and pray toward this house; .hear 
thou in heaven thy dweUing place, 
and do according to all that the 
stranger calleth to thee fdr ; that all 
people of the earth may know thy 
name, to fear thee, as do thy people 
Israel; and that they may know 
that this house which 1 have builded 
is called by thy name." (1 Kings 
viii. 41-43.) 

And in truth, what could more 
strongly impress it on his mind than 
the scene which now lay before his 
own eyes, and thosfe of the whole 
assembled nation ? 

How strongly must it have 
brought to the recollection their 
insignificant origin, — the sufferings of 
their fathers in Egypt, — in the wil- 
derness, — and whilst driving out the 
seven nations from the land of their 
inheritance, — compared to their pre- 
sent prosperous and happy state, 
powerful condition, and noble atti- 
tude in the presence of other na- 
tions ! It must have spoken home 
to their hearts, that not a single 
thing had failed of all that had been 
promised them by their God. He 
nad led them through every danger, 
— ^had established them in .the land 
promised them, — ^had pointed out a 
place, and caused a house to be 
erected, in which his name should 
dwell among them ; the fulfihnent 
of which He manifests in the most 
unequivocal manner, by causing ^re 
to descend and consume the sacri>- 
fices, and by filling his house with 
his resplendent glory immediately 
after Solomon had offered up his 
prayer. 
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Not a circumstance is omitted 
that can possibly impress the whole 
nation with the conviction that their 
God had hitherto faithfully kept his 
promises to them, and the past was 
an^earnest that the greatest of all 
His promises, '' that all nations 
should be blessed throuf^h them," 
would hereafter be as faithfully kept 
and performed. 

It is with great propriety that 
commerce is considered one of the 
most effectual means employed by 
Providence for bringing tne human 
family together, and binding them 
to each other in acts of mutual 
kindnesses, through the advantages 
to be derived to all by the inter- 
change of the productions of their 
respective countries, and the fruits 
of their industry. 

It is a circumstance well worthy of 
notice, that this very means appears 
not to have been overlooked by the 
Deity, for enabling his people more 
easily to promulgate a knowledge of 
Him. We have only to look at the 
geographical position of the coun- 
try he had selected for them, to feel 
satisfied that this is a reasonable 
conclusion. It is the most central 
spot on. our globe, — extending to the 
Euphrates on the east, — to the Medi- 
terranean on the west, whilst its 
northern boundary reached the foot 
of Mount Lebanon, and tHe southern 
touched on the Red Sea, it was 
most advantageously situated for 
communicating with all parts of the 
world, and for constituting the Israel- 
ites the fittest for promoting an in- 
terchange of the commodities of all 
nations, to their mutual benefit. 

It is difficult to persuade ourselves 
that this was not the intention of 
the Deity when he first decreed that 
the posterity of Abraham should be 
the instruments for working out 
his beneficent purposes towards the 
whole human race. For what better 
means could have been devised than, 
through pursuits which, to b^ suc- 
cessfully prosecuted, require that a 
state of profound peace should pre- 
vail; — that all engaged in them 
should be imbued with kindly and 
friendly feelings towards.each other ; 
— and that by the multifarious occa- 
sions which would present themselves 
the Israelites would be furnished with 

2 P 



abundant opportunities for present- 
ing to their less instructed neighr 
hours the practical effects of their 
excellent religion, by exhibiting to 
them that example of strict honour 
and integrity in their dealings which 
their law commands them to observe? 

fiy such a kind and justly 
captivating course we perceive 
how the nations might have been 
led willingly to embrace the pure 
faith and worship of the Israelites ; 
for they could not have failed being 
struck with its far greater wisdom, 
and humane character, than their 
own foolish and abominable practices. 

We mav infer, from that which did 
occur, what might have been the 
happy result of a continuance in 
the course which had brought so 
many blessings on the Hebrew na- 
tion. During the forty years' reign 
of Solomon, peace prevailed throughr 
out the land : ** Judah and Israel 
dwelt safely, every man under his 
vine and under his fig-tree, from 
Dan even to Beersheba.** And 
the wealth, poured into the country 
by means of the friendly intercourse 
kept up with other nations, was such 
as to cause the sacred historian, in 
allusion to it, to say, that "silver 
was in Jerusalem as stones, and 
cedars as the sycamore trees- that are 
in the vale, for abundance." 

llike renown of the nation spread 
far and wide. Foreign princes 
sought their alliance and friendship, 
and were anxious to learn the wis- 
dom of the Hebrew Monarch, not out 
of idle curiosity, but that they and 
their people might profit by it. The 
celebrated visit of the queen of 
Sheba ended in herself and her whole 
nation embracing the faith of the 
Israelites. Modern travellers con- 
firm, to the letter, the truth of 
Scripture on this occasion, by the 
discovery they have made of the de- 
scendants of her people in Abyssinia, 
who have preserved the record of 
the event, and whose history fuUy 
corroborates it. And it is scarcely to 
be supposed that the effect of the 
noble and virtuous example exhibit- 
ed by the Hebrew people was limited 
to this instance: It had, no doubt, 
considerable influence likewise in 
checking those abominable and iur 
human practices which belonged to 
2 
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the worship and customs of such 
other nations as came within the 
sphere of its salutary operation. 
Nor can we, without denying the 
effects of moral causes, imagine to 
ourselves any other than a noble 
deportment, and a countenance ex- 
pressive of virtuous and pious habits 
in the whole nation, whilst their every 
action and feeling were thus under 
the wholesome discipline of their 
law. Their merchants would have 
been princes, and their learned men 
the priests of the Most High. And 
we have reason to believe that such 
was the case, from the expressions of 
the queen of Sheba, who, after hav- 
ing witnessed the happiness and 
prosperity of the people, and listened 
to the wisdom of their prince, could 
not help exclaiming, " It was a true 
report that I heard in mine own land 
of thy acts and of thy wisdom. 
Howbeit I believed not the words, 
until I came, and mine eyes had 
seen it ; and behold, the half was 
not told me : Thy wisdom and pros- 
peritv ezceedeth the fame which I 
heard. Happy are thy men, happy 
are these thv servants which stand 
continually before thee, and that 
hear thy wisdom." 

Now we have the authority of 
Scripture, that Solomon was not 
only eminently wise in the highest 
of all wisdom, the knowledge of the 
true religion, and all its important 
advantages to mankind, but that he 
was Ikewise deeply' conversant in 
those other and inferior branches of 
knowledge, the sciences, upon which 
the moderns are apt to plume them- 
selves as discoveries of a compara- 
tively recent period. 

It is hardly to be credited that, 
having a prince addicted to such 
pursuits, those about his court 
should not have imbibed a taste for 
them also ; if indeed the nation, un- 
til then, had been totally uninformed 
on such subjects,— which there are 
sufficient grounds for considering 
was not the case. Nor can we ima- 
gine that*those only who were about 
the person of the prince were at- 
tached to those studies; we must 
recollect that the whole nation were 
exempt from all servile work, which 
was allotted to the descendants of 
the seven nations who were -still 



dwelling among the Israelites; afford- 
ing the latter ample leisure for cul- 
tivating their minds, and there aro 
abundant proofs to show that the 
opportunity was not neglected ; for 
such of their writings as have come 
down to us, all evince a highly edu- 
cated and cultivated understanding, 
and they indicate a knowledge on 
subjects upcm which their superficial 
reaaers ascribe to them a total igno- 
rance. We may hence pronounce, 
with confidence, that so many moral 
causes, combining, must have inw 
pressed their effects on the counte- 
nance and bearing of the nation ge- 
nerally, at the period upon which we 
are treating. 

But the bright era on which we 
have fondly dwelt, lasted not long 
enough to operate all the good 
to mankind it was calculated to pro- 
duce ; sufficient however was effected 
to take from the Israelites all pre- 
tence for thus addressing the 
Deity : ** See, notwithstanding all 
the wonders thou hast performed ; 
notwithstanding the strict fulfii- 
ment of all thy promises, — and 
that thou hast made us and our 
king a wise and understanding, — m 
powerful and wealthy, — ^a happy and 
virtuous people, the nations still 
remain insensible to all these great 
and manifest proofs of thy power 
and goodftess; — ^they are blind at 
well as deaf. — To what purpose, 
then, beyond our individual benefit, 
have all these things been done ? " • 

This subterfuge for extenuating 
their own derelictions from their 
duty, on the ground that it affected 
themselves oidy, and did not impli- 
cate the happiness . and salvation of 
the rest of mankind, was denied 
them; for good had been effected 
towards other nations whilst they 
were obedient to their God, and 
they were thus left under the awful 
responsibility which they subse- 
quently incurred, more extensive 
good not having been performed. 

Solomon infringes the law by mul- 
tiplying his establishments of every 
description beyond all reasonable 
bounds. .He forgets, or wilfuUy 
overlooks, the end for which so much 
prosperity and wisdom had been be- 
stowed upon him and his people— 
that they were to be subservient to 
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the promoting of the great object of 
bringing mankind over to the know- 
ledge of the true God. He seems, 
on the contrary, to have recently 
adopted the idea, that the happiness 
of his own people, theirs and his 
wealth and grandeur, were the 
ultimate objects- proposed by the 
Deity ; and that in the benefits 
they had now experienced consisted 
the whole reward for their obedience, 
overlooking entirely that higher one 
involved in the promise, that through 
the seed of their ancestor Abraham 
should all nations be blessed. Had 
he kept this in view, surely we should 
not at this day have had such evi- 
dence of his perfect weariness and 



satiety of all the enjoyments of this 
world, as his Ecclesiastes affords ; 
he would then have perceived that 
there existed motive enough for fur- 
ther CYcrtions, and that this life had 
still objects sufficient to excite his 
interest to the end of his days, had 
they been prolonged to twice their 
length. 

The monarch, in his latter days, 
led by his numerous foreign wives, 
erects altars to their false gods, on one 
of the hills opposite to that on which 
ho^bad built a temple to the true and 
living God. His crime escapes 
neither censure nor punishment, and 
he sees troubles enough ere he closes 
his eyes on this world. A. A. L. 



(To be continued.) 



II. THE MISHNA. 

mUfc* irODD, Mescheth Aboth : ** the ethics op the fathers." 
pib p. comments by naphtali hirts wbssbly. 
( Continued from page 280.) 
Nithai the Arbelite said, '^ Withdrawthyself from a bad neighbour. Do not associate 
-mih the ^cl^ed. Do not anticipate impunity ]'* or, << despair not when tmder pun* 
ishment." 



Commentary. Nithai the Arbelite 
said — ^We have already demonstrat- 
ed, that those tanaim who together 
succeeded to the offices of Nassi and 
Ab-beth-din, pronounce their respec- 
tive maxims in reference to each 
other. The two whose sayings we 
are now about to illustrate, likewise 
observed that method. 

Withdraw thyself from a bad neigh- 
bour— -This, the first of the sayings 
of Nithai, refers to the law. He 
counsels us not to rely on our own 
wisdom and virtue, but to avoid 
temptation. Therefore we are not 
to continue in intercourse with bad 
neighbours ; by which word he does 
not so mvich mean to express those 
whose dwelling approximates to 
Ola's, as those with whom we are in 
the habits of intercourse and con- 
nexion, and whose ideas or opinions 
we feel ourselves led to adopt. And 
in qualifying the neighbour whom 
we are to avoid, he uses the word 
** bad," — not only of him whose ac- 
tions are manifestly evil, but like- 
wise of him whose thoughts are cor- 
. rupt and impure. In this sense we 
find the word ))\ " bad," used by 



the Prophet: "Whose thoughts of 
God are bad." (Nahum i. 11.) And 
though thou mayest think within 
thyself, '* I can resist and overcome 
his evU insinuations,"^ yet do not ex- 
pose thyself to the infection. Evil 
deeda are more easily avoided than 
evil thoughts ; do not, therefore, ex- 
pose thyself to the contagion, lest 
the insidious poison of scepticism be 
imbibed by the mind, and thy better 
part become a prey to doubts. 

Do not associate with the wicked-^ 
The word ** associate " is here used 
in the conjugation Hitkpael passive, 
in order to express, that not only is 
,the wicked unfit to be thy assocmte, 
but that thou must avoid all deal- 
ings and transactions with persons of 
bad character. Do not lay thyself 
under obligations to them, lest gra- 
titude induce thee to become sub- 
servient to their evil purposes, or to 
wink at their pernicious practices. 
And if once thy better feelings are 
so far lulled into security that thou 
dost no longer carefully notice the 
evil deeds of associates in their true 
light, thou art very near following 
their sinful example. . Thus we find 
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in Holy Writ, JehoBhapbat king of 
Judah waa a righteous man ; but 
when he associated with the wicked 
Ahaziah king of Israel, and they 
jointly built ships at Ezion-Geber, 
which they sent out to sea, the Pro- 
phet denounced the undertaking, 
and said to the king of Judah, " Be- 
cause thou hast associated thyself 
with Ahaziah, the Lord has rendered 
futile thy undertakings." (2 Cbron. 
XX. 370 And though it was an un- 
doubted fact that Jeboshaphat, a 
righteous man, did not entertain so 
intimate a friendship for Ahaziah as 
to approve of or imitate his wicked- 
ness ; yet the man of God reproved 
even a partial connexion with the 
evil-doer, and pronounces the infeli- 
citous issue of the joint enterprise 
undertaken with him. 

Do not anticipate impunity; or, "de- 
spair not when under punishment." — 
The word tt^H>nn,from the root m^\ 
expresses, ** to renounce or abandon 
something, so as not to be found, 
or not to come to pass." The mean- ' 
ing of our tanai here is two-fold : 
First, ** Do not anticipate impunity;" 
do not consider the punishment of 
thy evil deeds as a something which 



will not befall thee ; but, on the con- 
trary, be assured that every offence 
meets with its commensurate pun- 
ishment ; which heartfelt penitence 
alone can mitigate. But, wrong as 
it is to suppose that no chastise- 
ment awaits our transgression, it is 
equally so to embrace the other ex- 
treme; and, when punishment has 
visited us, to abandon ourselves to 
despair, to look upon our state as 
utterly hopeless, and ourselves as 
irreclaimable. Neither the first nor 
the second is a fit state of mind for 
a virtuous man. For whilst the first 
leads on to that reckless indifference 
which the Psalmist denounces when 
he says, "The fool saith in his 
heart. There is no God;" (Psalm 
xiv. 1 ;) the latter, from yielding to 
the enervating influence of fear, for- 

fets the consoling admonitions of 
[oly Writ, " Whom the Lord loveth 
he chastiseth," (Prov. iii. 12,) and 
*' The righteous falleth seven times, 
yet raises himself again." (Prov. 
xxiv. 16.) Accordingly our Rabbles 
said, ** Even though the trancbant 
edge of the sword rest on thy neck, 
do not renounce thy hopes in the 
divine mercy.*' 



Shamaiah and Abtalion obtained the traditions from Judah the son of Tabbai, and Simon 
the son of Shilach. Shamaiah said, " Love TOM^D occupation. Hate nmi sway, or 
dignity. And' seek not to ingratiate thyself with nvm, the ruling powers." 



Love n 3 « b D, occupation — How- 
ever great thy mental accomplish- 
ments, do not disdain useful occu- 
pation; but, on the contrary, seek 
out and attach thyself to some bene- 
ficial pursuit. The words nDwbo 
and mi li^, are synonymous. The 
latter word, n.Tll)^, is applicable to 
everv species of labour, though it 
produce no lasting result ; and being 
derived from the root ^^^, slave, is 
generally rendered ** servile work." 
But nD«i»a is only applied to such 
labours ,as produce a lasting result ; 
in which sense we find it used at the 
creation, when it is said, ** God 
rested from all in^wljD his works." 
(Gen. ii. 2.) Accordingly the la- 
bour prohibited on the. Sabbath is 
invariably called nDH^D; denoting 
such occupations as are productive 
of somethi^ig lasting. Every nDHi>D 
requires the,knowledge of some sci- 



ence, art, or trade ; and our in- 
strueter here gives us the important 
advice, that every man ought to ad- 
dict himself to some usefol profes- 
sion or trade; which, having once 
embraced, he ought to love, as it 
affords him the means of maintain- 
ing himself independently of charita- 
ble aid. And though a man's cir- 
cumstances are such that he need 
not absolutdy devote himself to any 
particular calling for his subsistence, 
yet he is to '* love occupation." He 
18 not to pass his time in entire idle- 
ness, nor yet altogether to devote 
himself to abstruse and philosophi- 
cal contemplations; for, as man, it 
is his duty to devote himself to his 
fellow-men, and to pursue those oc- 
cupations which tend to promote 
their welfare. 

Hate t^^^T^, sway or dignity — ^Thia 
word particularly applies to ecclesi- 
astical sway or digfnity. Our in- 
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structer does not mean to inculcate, 
that we are to avoid acceptinfi^ ec- 
clesiastical offices ; as these must he 
filled, and their duties be performed, 
if the welfare of the community is at 
all to be preserved. His meaning is, 
that we are not to be puffed up with 
spiritua] presumption, looking upon 
ourselves as most worthy of being 
guides and teachers of our brethren, 
and therefore seeking to become 
their clerical leaders. This is a 
state of mind against which he cau* 
tions us, and uses the emphatic word 
** hate," to impress upon our minds 
the necessity of subduing those vain 
and aspiring notions which may 
tempt us to look upon ourselves as 
superior to all others. 

Do not seek to ingratiate thyself 
with the ruling powers — Having in- 
culcated the maxim, that man is to 
adopt some useful occupation, he 
follows it up, by teaching us, that. 



thouf^h we are to endeaTOur to excel 
in the particular trade or profession 
which we have embraced, yet o«r 
object in so doing is not to be, that 
we may thereby ingratiate ourselves 
with the ruling powers. Let not thy 
skill, thy learning, or superior at- 
tainments tempt thee to become 
ambitious. Do not consider the 
talents with which Providence has 
gifted thee as a means of currying 
favour with the great. And if thy 
rank and station in society place thee 
in their presence, do not, seek, by 
fawning, flattery, immanly meanness, 
or the display of superior ability, to 
recommend th^rself to their good 
graces. Accordingly Solomon, nim- 
self a king, and deeply skilled in the 
workings of the human heart, saith, 
"Use no display before the king, 
and seek not to hold the place or 
office of the great." (Prov. xxv. 6.) 
(To be continued.) 



Ill: METAPHYSICS AND PHILOSOPHY OF THE RABBIES. 

Sepher Ikkarim : '* book of principles : " by r. josbph albo. 



Accordingly our 
(Perek arbang Mithoth, fol. 5d, page 
2,) "As soon as man was created, 
he was commanded to. observe the 
seven laws of the Noachida." To 
support this assertion they quote the 
Divine command to Adam : " From 
all the trees in the garden thou 
mayest eat,'' &c. ; (Gen. ii. 16 ;) and 
they argue also from the fact, that, 
unless it were revealed to man, he 
could not know which actions are 
acceptable and which arc reprehen- 
sible before. God; that, conse. 
quently, Cain was punished for the 
murder of Abel, which was a deed 
contrary to the revealed will of God. 
The generation of the wicked at the 
Deluge were punished for their vio- 
lence and oppression, the men of 



i^Continuedfrom page 283.) 
Rabbies said, however, leaves room for the ques- 
tion, " Why did the Lord not turn to 
Cain and to his offering ? as, up to 
the time of bringing his sacrifice, he 
had not contravened any one of- 
these seven laws of the Noachidse ; 
unless indeed it is assumed that his 
intention in bringing his offering 
was idolatrous: But this does not 
at all appear obvious from the 
phraseology of Holy Writ." To us 
it appears more correct to assume, 
that there are two kinds of actions 
distinguishable by the natural reason 
of man. The first are such as ab- 
stain from violating those rules of 
right which the preservation of man- 
kind renders absolutely necessary. 
These rules of right were trans- 
gressed by Cain when he murdered 



Sodom for their crimes, Pharaoh on * Abel, by the antediluvian generation 



account of Sarah the wife of Abra- 
ham ; because each of these deeds 
was contrary to the will of God, as 
made known and revealed to man 
through the instrumentality of 
Adam, and confirmed through that 
of Noah ; nor was the punishment 
inflicted for any other reason. Such 
is the opinion of our Rabbies ; which, 



in the numerous acts of oppression 
which they committed, by Pharaoh 
and Abimeleck in the matter of 
Sarah; and for transgressing these 
rules of right, distinguished by na- 
tural reason, they respectively were 
punished. But though he wno vio- 
lates these rules of right becomes 
liable to punishment, yet he who 
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observes them does not thereby 
acquire any particnlar merit, or pro- 
mote the perfection of his purpose. 
They are merely neffative virtues, 
which he who dwells alone in a 
desert will find no ppportunity of 
either practising or violating. The 
second class or kind of actions also 
distinguishable by means of natural 
reason are those which contribute to 
the perfection of the human soul : 
Such are, to be humble and submis- 
sive before the Creator, and to do 
those things dictated by reason, in 
conformity to the general rule that 
good deeds are acceptable to the 
Deity ; which rule is taught to man 
by his inward feelings. Thus the 
prophet, when reproving the Israel- 
ites for their ignorance of the wave 
of God and of his judgments, saith, 
** I thought they are but the poorer 
classes, they are ignorant of the ways 
of the Lord, of the judgments of 
their God." (Jer. v. 4.) And in 
.another pl&ce the same prophet 
'saith, " The stork under the heavens 
knows its season, the turtle dove, 
the crane, and the swallow observe 
the time of their return ; but my 
people know not the judgments of 
the Lord." (Jer. viii. 7.) What 
the prophet here says does not allude 
to the ways of the law and its judg- 
ments ; (for these are not intuitively 
known to every man, as the. stork 
knows its season or the migratory 
birds the time of their return, by 
instinct;) but he alludes to that 
knowledge of the Lord and of his 
ways, which is implanted in our 
natural reason ; namely, that he 
supports the world, is merciful, and 
grants food to all his creatures, and 
preserves their existence. This is 
what the prophet calls *' the ways of 
the Lord ; " and when he mentions 
** the judgments " of their God, he 
means the knowledge of what in 
justice is due to the Creator from 
his creatures, who are indebted to 
him for every thing ; they therefore 
owe him unlimited gratitude, and are 
with constant humility and submis- 
sion to consider themselves as ser- 
vants in the presence of their Lord, 
to whom extreme veneration is due, 
and whose dignity must not be at- 
tainted in any way. All this is- en- 
joined by man's natural reason 



without the aid of doctrinal instruc- 
tion. This will explain to us why 
the Lord did not turn to Cain and 
to his offering; because it was. not 
presented with that becoming motive 
which natural reason inculcates. 
For, according to its dictates, it be- 
hoves us to harbour and evince gra- 
titude corresponding to the benefits 
we ■ have received ; and, conse- 
quently, it is wrong to offer our 
benefactor a present of an inferior 
kind, when it is in our power to 
place before him something more 
valuable. Not that the relative va- 
lue of a gift can render it more ac- 
ceptable to that Benefactor to whom 
we owe every thing ; but that it 
evinces the degree ojf estimation in 
which we hold him and his good- 
ness. And when Cain offered of the 
fruits which grew on the earth 
nDl«n na instead of the nobler 
fruits which grow upon trees, and 
which he likewise had it in his 
power to present, he evinced his . 
evil disposition, and violated the 
dictates of his natural reason, which ' 
taught him that his utmost gratitude 
was due to his Great Benefactor. 

Although the two general classes of 
actions which we have above enume- 
rated, are distinguishable by means 
of man's natural reason, nevertheless 
as that reason is insufficient to deter- 
mine the minute actions of which 
each class is composed, or to decide 
what particular deeds are acceptable 
to the Deity, it is needful that Di- 
vine inspiration should be afforded, 
in order by its aid to acquire a per- 
fect knowledge of the true faith, and 
of those respective actions which are 
pleasing in the sight of God ; as it 
is not probable that the power of 
providence should be less active in 
imparting to man what is needful for 
the acquisition of that perfection 
which is exclusively peculiar to him, 
than it has evinced itself to all other 
animate beings, as we have already 
fully demonstrated in the sixth 
chapter of our first division. 

CHAPTER VIII. 

The Divine inspiration, which, as 
we have already demonstrated, is 
indispensably necessary to teach 
man that which is acceptable before 
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the Deity, cannot be obtained by 
Hian according to his own nidll and 
inclination, as it forms no necessary 
part of his nature ; but it depends 
entirely on the will of the Most 
High. For that which is an ema- 
nation from the purest intelligence 
Can only rest on corporeal matter, 
according to the will of that Most 
High Source from which it ema- 
nates, but cannot in any way be 
subject to the will or influence of 
corporeal matter. Therefore, the 
Heathens of the olden time held it 
to be impossible that the Spirit of 
the Deity should rest on any man, 
or that such man should prophesy 
by virtue of a power directly de- 
rived from God J but they thought 
that by erecting statues to certain 
constellations, and offering them in- 
cense under peculiar ceremonies, the 
spiric of such constellations might 
be evoked, and called down, to en- 
able the worshipper to predict future 
events. This is called tDDp, "sor- 
cery : " And as a desire to pry into 
futurity, and to be acquainted with 
the events which are to befal them, 
is common to all men, the ancients 
attached themselves to sorcerers and 
astrologers. Some of them applied 
themselves to witchcraft, and the 
service of various impure spirits ; 
others worshipped the spirit of fire, 
and made their sons and daughters 
traverse the flames j while not a few 
paid their adoration to the spirit of 
the air. But the sole purpose of 
their various systems of worship was, 
to evoke the influence of some one 
or other of these spirits, in order 
thereby to arrive at the knowledge 
of future events. The same end was 
pursued by those who passed their 
nights in burial-grounds, or in fu- 
neral vaults, offering incense to the 
dead. One of their ceremonies was, 
that a roan and a woman stood on a 
tomb ; the man at the head of the 
corpse, the woman at the feet ; be- 
tween them there is a small bell. 
They both commence to exorcise the 
corpse, ringing the bell at intervals. 
The apparition is generally visible to 
the woman only : She tells the man 
what she sees; and he puts ques- 
tions and receives replies, which 
make known to him such events 
as are on the eve of occurring. The 



formulas of invocation and exorcism 
which they use, and the ceremonies 
they perform, are minutely and cir- 
cumstantially described in their 
books on demonology. But all such 
systems of divination, and attempts 
to pry into futurity, are strictly pro- 
hibited in the law, where it says, 
"There shall not be found amongst 
thee any one that maketh his son or 
his daughter to pass through the 
fire, or that useth divination, or an 
observer of times, or an enchanter, 
or a witch, or a charmer, or a con- 
suiter with familiar spirits, or a 
wizard, or a necromancer." (Deut. 
xviii. 10, 11.) And the reason is 
added, (verse 12,) ** For whosoever 
doeth this is detestable unto the 
Lord thy God." He (blessed be 
He !) is holy and pure. His ser- 
vants are sanctified, and free from 
impurity: Whereas the rites which 
we have enumerated, and which 
Holy Writ condemns, are addressed 
to impure and unholy beings. The 
Sacred Scriptures proceed to tell us, 
" These nations' whom thou art to 
conquer listen to observers of times, 
and unto diviners;" (verse 14;) 
for, according to their opinion and 
belief, there is no Divine inspiration, 
and that it is only by means of un- 
holy rites that future events can be 
made known to man : " But thou," 
says Holy Writ, addressing the Is- 
raelites, "thou art not so appor- 
tioned by the Lord thy God;" to 
thee it is given to know that the 
Divine inspiration is afforded to 
man ; and, accordingly, '* a prophet, 
from amongst thee, from thy bre- 
thren, like unto me, will the Lord 
thy God raise unto thee; to him 
shall ye hearken." (Verses 14, 16.) 
Not, as these nations imagine, an 
impure spirit evoked by constraint 
will make known to thee what is to 
happen ; but a prophet, inspired by 
the Most High, will acquaint thee 
with what it behoves thee to know ; 
and " to him shalt thou hearken." 
Thus thou wilt be pure and perfect 
before the Lord thy God, uncon- 
taminated by the abomination of 
witchcraft; and not only wilt thou 
learn those events which are to be- 
tide thee, but likewise what actions 
are acceptable to thy God : And 
this last is the great purpose Jpr 
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which Divine inspiration is imparted. 
For the prediction of future events 
is merely the test by which thy pro- 
phets are to approve themselves as 
the messengers of thy God, that they 
may gain and command perfect cre- 
dence. Accordingly we find, that 
the principal object of the prophets 
was, to exhort the nation to obey the 
law and its commandments : For 
the Divine inspiration was afforded 
to these prophets, in order that they 
might teach mankind how to attain 
that perfection of their purpose 
which results from doing that which 
is acceptable to the Deity ; but not 
merely to make known to man those 
events which are hidden in the 
womb of futurity. 

Predictions rendered by exorcists are 
the results of an ardent imagination, 
heated and exalted by means of cer- 
tain ceremonies and performances. 
But such is not the case with the 
prophets of the Lord. It is true, 
that some of our sage philosophers 
have attempted to prove that pro- 
phecy was natural, and the effect of 
an exalted imagination ; being either 
a kind of dream, or mental vision, 
to which man becomes disposed by 
profound study and wisdom. But 
experience and reason unite to refute 
such an attempt : The first demon- 
strates, that no prophecv has ever 
been pronounced by a pnilosopher, 
however sage and learned ; but that 
this gift was mostly limited to the 
Israelites : Consequently this Divine 
inspiration, or Spirit of prophecy, 
must be supernatural; as, other- 
wise, it would not be confined to 
this particular people, but would be 
found spread amonst all the nations 
of the earth. These proofs of ex- 
perience are confirmed by reason; 
for those sorcerers, wizards, and 
exorcists, who heat their imagina- 
tions by means of rites and ceremo- 
nies, do never propound that which 
is acceptable to the Deity, as they 
are \mder an impure influence. 
Whereas the true prophets, being 
supernaturally inspired by the pure 
and holy emanation of God, can and 
do teach man that which really and 
truly promotes the perfection of his 
purpose for which he was created. 
The predictions which are pro- 
nounced by soothsayers and astro- 



logers are sometimes true, and 
sometimes false ; which is owing to 
two causes: 1. Because imagination 
generally creates that which is not» 
and mixes it up with that which is, 
2. Because Divine Providence may 
and does alter the course of events 
according to his own counsels, which 
no other power can penetrate. Thus 
these prognosticators cannot avoid 
predicting that which comes not to 
pass. As the prophet says, " Let 
now arise, and aid thee, the astro- 
logers, the star-gazers, and monthly 
prognosticators of what they (the 
months) will produce unto thee." 
(Isaiah xlvii. 13.) On the latter 
part of this verse our Rabbies re- 
marked : " Of what they produce, 
not all that they produce;" for, 
owing to one or other of the two 
causes we have stated above, it is 
alike impossible that all they predict 
should be true, as that they should 
predict all that comes to pass. But 
the prophet of the Lord, whose in> 
spiration emanates from the Holy 
One (blessed be He !) cannot by any 
possibility predict that which is ua* 
true : As Holy Writ testifies of Sa- 
muel : *' Of ail his words none fell to 
the ground; and all Israel, from 
Dan unto Beer-sheba, knew that 
Samuel was accredited to be a pro- 
phet unto ,the Lord." (1 Samuel 
lii. 20.) The reality of his pro- 
phetic mission and character was 
approved by the fact, that all his 
words, without any exception, be- 
came verified, which never can be 
the case with the predictions of 
wizards, augurs, and the like. 

To this difference Balaam alludes 
when he says, "For there is no 
witchcraft in Jacob, or sorcery in 
Israel : in due time it is told to Ja- 
cob, and to Israel what God hath 
done." (Num. xxiii. 270 Do not 
think that the prosperity which is 
promised to the Israelites may be 
altered, like any other occurrence 
resulting from the natural course of 
events* Any such alteration is im- 
possible : For their welfare does not 
rest on the prognostication of wizard 
or sorcerer, but on that of pure pro- 
phecy, inspired by the Deity to fore- 
tel his immutable resolves. From 
all that we have here stated, it be- 
comes evident that all attempts of 
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human reason to force itself into the 
counsels of the Deity are vain, and 
either the joggling tricks of an heat« 
ed imagination, or the foul efflux of 
impure spirits. This Divine inspira- 
tion is a free and supernatural gift, 
imparted by the 'Deity for the pur- 
pose of making known to men that 
which is acceptable to God, and pro- 
motes the perfection of their purpose ; 
a knowledge which they could not 

Eossibly attain without the aid of 
divine inspiration imparted to one 
for the benefit of all. This Divine 
inspiration is a pure emanation from 
the Deity, and not the result of ima- 
gination ; but operating on the human 
mind, either directly or by the inter- 
mediate agency of angels, and ac- 
Suainting man with that which, in 
le ordinary course of nature, he 
could not know . This is done either 
for his own immediate guidance, or 
for the instruction of others, with 
the general purpose of leading man- 
kind to felicity and perfection. 
There are, however, various degrees 
of prophecy. Some of the prophets 
receive the inspiration, not directly, 
but by means of internal visions, 
working on their mind. Thus, they 
see objects of terror in their visions, 
which are more or less clear according 
to their own mental and moral per- 
fections. One prophet, for instance, 
saw female apparitions in his vision : 
** I lifted up my eyes and saw : and, 
behold, two women went forth ; the 
wind agitated their wings, for they 
had wings like those of a stork," 
&c. (Zechariah v. 9.) Otherj^orophets 
saw angels in large and terrific 
shapes : ** His body was like a tur- 
quoise, his face like the appearance 
of lightning, his eyes like burning 
links, his arms and feet like red hot 
copper." (Dan. x. 6.) Other and 
similar visions and apparitions are 
related by the prophets, which were 
internal and present to their mind's 
eye alone. Some of the prophets 
did not attain a higher degree of in- 
spiration; whilst others, gradually 
ascending in perfection, received the 
divine communication directly and 
without the intermediate aid of 
visions. This most high degree of 
prophecy, that of immediate and 
constant communion with the Deity, 
was attained by Moses our teacher 

2 



— peace be with him ! Having, in 
the first instance, become inspired by 
the vision of an angel in a flame of 
fire, operating on his inward mind, 
he subsequently became favoured 
with the direct communication of 
the Divine Spirit, free from all 
visions or apparitions. And though 
at the first an angel of the Lord ap- 
peared to him, yet, subsequently, 
the Holy One says of him, ** Face to 
face I speak to him, he beholds the 
presence of the Deity clearly, not 
darkly in visions." (Num. xii. 8.) 
Thus the Divine inspiration was di- 
rectly imparted to him, and there- 
fore his predictions are clear, distinct, 
and without any obscure or enigmatic 
parts. This highest degree of pro- 
phetic power was likewise imparted 
to the whole Israelitish nation, when 
they received the law at Mount 
Sinai : As Holy Writ declares : 
*'Face to face the Lord spake unto 
you on the mount out of the midst of 
the fire." (Deut. v. 4.) As it pleas- 
ed the Most High, when he gave the 
law through Moses, to evince his 
presence and will so clearly and dis- 
tinctly, as to leave no room whatever 
for the influence of iipagination, of 
the workings of doubt and suspicion ; 
the highest degree of prophecy, — 
direct communication with the De- 
ity, which in the language of Holy 
Writ is called ** face to face," — was 
on this momentous occasion bestowed 
on them. 

CHAPTER IX. 

The following question here pre- 
sents itself : ** As all prophecy ema- 
nates from the same source, (the 
Deity,) and is imparted for the same 
purpose, (to teach mankind what is 
acceptable to God,) how comes it 
that the visions of different prophets, 
though relating to the same subject, 
are various ? one prophet behold- 
ing the presence of the Holy One 
under one appearance, and another 
under a different appearance." In 
reply to this question we state, that 
the various visions of diff*erent pro- 
phets, and their diversity of expres- 
sions, do not dis|)rove the fact that 
all their prophecies emanated from 
the same source, and were imparted 
for the same purpose For the same 
cause produces various effects^ 
Q 2 
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according to the divers dispositions 
of the subjects on which it operates. 
The same fire which melts wax 
hardens salt. In like manner the 
toul, although, according to the 
unanimous opinion of all philoso- 
phers, one and indivisible in its es- 
sence, does, nevertheless, evince va- 
rious effects on different parts of the 
body subjected to its operations. For 
these effects on the brain, the liver, 
and the heart are different and dis- 
tinct ; yet all combine for the same 
purpose, the preservation of the body. 
In the various parts of the same 
body we likewise behold different 
operations ; all of which proves what 
we before asserted, that one cause 
can and does produce various effects, 
through the diversity either of the 
agents or of the places on which 
such cause operates. Thus, like- 
wise, the visions of the prophets are 
different, either through the diver- 
sity of the agents by means of whom 
these visions are imparted, or owing 
to the variety of disposition peculiar 
to each prophet; notwithstanding 
that all these visions fLow from the 
same source and are intended for the 
same purpose. Accordingly in the 
Divine reproof addressed to Aaron 
and Miriam it is said, *' If there be 
amongst you a prophet of the Lord, 
I make myself known to him in 
a vision, or speak to him in a dream. 
Not thus my servant Moses, in all 
my house he is faithful. Face to 
face I speak to him, he beholds the 
presence of the Deity clearly, not 
darkly in visions.'* (Num. xii. 6-8.) 
Here the Holy One expressly declares 
that it is He who speaketh to the 
prophet darkly and in visions, as he 
speaks to Moses clearly and face to 
face; which completely and fully 
proves our position, that although 
the Divine inspiration, in all cases, 
emanates from the same source, it 
nevertheless varies its effects accord- 
ing to the agency emploved, or the 
peculiar disposition of tne prophet. 
We must, therefore,' not be surprised 
when one prophet declares that he saw 
*' the^ Lord sitting on a high and ex- 
alted throne ; " that another prophet 
proclaims that he has seen *'the 
Lord like an aged man, in a garment 
of snowy white ; the hair of his head 
like ^otless wool ; '' whilst another 



prophet asserts he has seen "the 
Lord like unto a man of war ; " and 
many other Similar instances. In 
like manner various prophets differ* 
ently describe the agents, by means 
of whom the vision was imparted to 
them. One, as we have already 
stated, relates of the angel he saw, 
that his body was like unto a tur- 
quoise, &c. To another he appears 
like a man clothed in linen garments. 
Whilst a third sees him in a carriage 
drawn by bay, spotted, and white 
horses. These diversities are either 
owing to the dispoition of the pro- 
phet, or the medium through which 
the vision is imparted to him. Our 
Rabbles have already long ago eluci- 
dated this subject in Bereshith 
Rabbah, chap, iv., where] they state,^ 
•* A certain Cuthi (Heathen) inquired 
of R. Mier : ' Is it pfossible that He, 
of whom it is said, 1 fill the heavens 
and the earth, shouldhave spoken to 
Moses from the midst of the ark of 
covenant ? * R. Mier replied, * Bring 
me a large mirror.' He did so, ana 
the Rabbi said to him, ' Look at thy 
image reflected in this mirror. It 
will appear large ; but bring me a 
small mirror, and thy image reflected 
therein appears small. If thou, made 
of a material body, canst thus appear 
large or small according to the me- 
dium in which thou art reflected; 
how much more is it in the power of 
Him, at whose bidding the universe 
was created, to assume such size or 
appearance as he may deem proper!" 
It seems that this Cuthi intended 
to assert, that all prophecy does 
not emanate from God, but is 
merely the effect of imagina- 
tion, as was likewise maintained by 
those philosophers whose opinions 
we have already quoted. And he 
supports his assertion by instancing 
the difference between the immensity 
of the Godhead which fills all space, 
and the narrow dimensions of the 
ark from which God spoke to Moses* 
The ; Rabbi, however, refutes his 
opinion, by proving that diversity is 
owing to the medium operated upon, 
and not to the cause which operates ; 
as different mirrors reflect any given 
figure, large or small, clear or dark, 
according to their own respective 
size and quality, although the image 
reflected still , remains the same. 
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Thus no variation or diversity exists 
in the source of prophecy, but solely 
in the means selected for its com- 
munication. And as an image re- 
flected in a mirror still continues in- 
dependent of such reflection, so like- 
wise the Most High, whom no hu- 
man eye can behold, is independent 
of whatever appearance the Prophet 
may behold in his vision ; for as the 
reflection of the mirror is not the 
object reflected, so likewise the vision 
of the Prophet manifests but a re- 
flection, not the Divine Essence it- 
self. But should the question be 
put, " How can the vision be a mere 
reflection, while the prediction it 
conveys is true ? " we reply, that if 
a man dreams that a person commu- 
nicates a certain information to him, 
which he retains and finds correct 
^ when awake, although the commu- 
nicant was unreal, yet the commu- 



nication was real ; so likewise, al- 
though the vision which appears to 
the Prophet is mental only, and has 
no real and palpable existence, (a 
fact of which he is perfectly aware,) 
yet the information that it conveys 
to him is real and true. 

From all that we have hitherto 
said, it becomes evident, that what- 
ever diversity is apparent in the vari- 
ous visions of different Prophets, it 
nevertheless remains an indisputable 
fact, that such diversity is not in the 
source or purpose of the prophecy, 
but solely in the means by which, 
and in tne disposition of those to 
whom, it is imparted ; and accord- 
ingly our Rabbies say, in the Tal- 
mud, (treatise Sanhedrin, folio 89,) 
"Though the same subject be im- 
parted to many Prophets, yet no two 
of them behold the same vision.'^ 
(,To be continued.) 



IV. TALMUDIC NARRATIVES. 

TREATISE Tamid, folio 37- 

In his progress of conquest through Asia, Alexander the Great 
visited the southern parts of Judea. The elders of the Jewish nation 
went forth to meet him. The monarch had often heard the wisdom of 
the Jewish Sages highly eulogized, and therefore felt delighted at the 
opportunity of conversing with them. In the course of the interview, 
the following dialogue took place between him and them : — 

Alexander. — Who is most justly more happy than yourselves, or 



entitled to the appellation of 
*• Sage ? " 

The Elders. — He who at all times 
foresees the result of present under- 
takings. 

Alex. — Who is most truly a Hero ? 

Elders. — He who subdues his pas- 
sions. 

Alex. — Who is truly rich ? 

Elders. — He who is contented 
with little. 

Alex. — ^What ought man to do to 
live well ? 

Elders. — He must accustom him- 
self to privations. 

Alex. — What must man do to 
shorten the duration of his life ? 

Elders. — He needs but accustom 
himself to luxuriousness. 

Alex. — What means must man 
employ to render himself beloved by 
all? 

Elders. — Let him avoid assuming 
any superiority above others. 

Alex. — Do you consider me as 



not? 

Elders. — Yes, we do so consider 
thee, if thou employest thy power 
to the welfare of mankind. 

Alex. — Who is the wisest amongst 
you ? 

Elders. — We are perfect equals: 
This thou canst perceive by the 
unanimity of our replies. 

Alex. — What induces you to op- 
pose our religious tenets ? 

Elders, — Tlieir incongruities. 

Alex. — What is to prevent me 
from causing you all to be put to 
death ? 

Elders. — ^Thy honour. ♦ For 
though our lives are in thy hands, 
yet a breach of faith is beyond the 
power of so great a monarcn. 

Alexander smiled, and dismissed 
them richly gifted. 

* The King told them, at the commence- 
ment of the converoatlon^ freely to state 
their opinions, and not to fear displeasing 
him. 
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»n; nono; in» 

Thbsb verbs are reudered, in Eng- 
lish, "to delay, tarry, defer, and 
linger." The learned author of 
b^^,^ p ♦ defines the Hebrew verbs 
thus: ^Mb^, he says, signifies, "a 
delay from choice ;" noriD, "a de- 
lay from accident;" and W^X "a 
delay from bashfulness." With 
humble deference to such great 
authority on most topics, we may 
attempt to intimate that this classi- 
fication does not well accord, unless 
in a very constrained sense, with the 
various passages in which these 
verbs occur. We may, therefore, 
venture to define them in the follow- 
ing manner: in«, from the prepo- 
sition "nHM, "after," denotes "a 
delay from a want of punctuality," 
the action not having been perform- 
ed in due time, although accom- 
plished soon afterwards; and ^n« 
can be rendered, *' to defer, or put 
off.*' •* When thou makest a vow, 
'iriMn wij, thou shalt not defer pay- 
ing it." (Deuteronomy xxiii. 21.) 
1)>;n 'inw-wbl, "And the young 
man did not defer doing the' thing." 
(Gen. xxxiv. 19.) Again: In his 
prayer Daniel said, " Hearken, O 
Lord! do, 'inwn-bM, and defer 
not." (Daniel ix. 19.) All these, 
and many others, are expressive of 
the same meaning as that which is 
here denoted. 

no no, found only in the hithpael 
MDrlDnn, is composed of the inter- 
rogative pronoun HD, "what," 
which is here repeated j or doubled, 
to express a delay from hesitation, 
or want of determination. This re- 
petition, ilDTiD, is very common 
in Hebrew words, expressive of a 
want of order and regularity: As 
h:ihx from bbn, "to confuse, con- 
found;" Td::D, from ^^DD, "to en- 
tangle : " And in nouns we say, 
f]1DQD«, from P]D«, "a mixed or 
heterogeneous multitude; " T&^D&n, 
from T an, "a changeling," "one 
who is undetermined in his opi- 
nions." 

• R. Naphtali Hirta Wessely. 



This mode of repeating words is not 
uncommon in the English language ; 
as riff-raff, peU-mell, zig-zag, &c., 
all expressive of a want of regularity 
and order. Thus nono conveys 
a want of determination, and is 
properly translated in the English 
Bible, " to linger." In the history 
of Lot it is said, noriDnn, "He lin- 
gered;" (Gen. xix. 16;) not being 
determined whether he was to be- 
lieve the warning of the angels or 
not. In the history of Joseph we 
find, l^nDriDnn m^iIj *5, "Except 
we had lingered." (Gen. xliii. 10 ) 
In various other places this verb 
expresses lingering, hesitation, &c. 

mmX in the conjugation b^tiy 
Uke U?in, " to be ashamed," in bpj 
expresses the longest possible delay, 
&c., mostly from unexpected causes : 
As W^:l'l^ lbm>1, "they tarried till 
they were ashamed " of waiting any 
any longer : (Judges ^ iii. 25 :) 
nWD tl^U^n->D, '* that Moses delay- 
ed:" (Exod. xxxii. 1:) Moses staid 
too long; so the people almost de- 
spaired of his returning. This verb 
occurs but seldom in Scripture, and 
is understood in the same sense as 
here explained. 

on:: and j>ni 
. The difference between these two 
verbs appears very plainly in Scrip- 
ture ; they signify "to wash and 
cleanse," with this distinction : J>m 
expresses "a washing of the body 
or flesh in general." Thus 
nu^n Yr]^\ **And he shall tcash his 
flesh with water : " (Lev. xvi. 24 :) 
n^pnvnil, *'Thou Shalt wash the 
inward part.'' (Exod. xxix. 17.) It 
may also be translated, " to bathe : " 
As, " The daughter of Pharaoh went 
f^*^lJ to bathe on the river side.*' 
(Exodus ii. 5.) Hence nvni, 
" a bathing place." (Cant. iv. 2.) 

But Dn:D applies only to "a wash- 
ing of garments," and is mostly fol- 
lowed by Un, ti^n^, or nh^m : As 
iDisi : lu^nb p^n on:: : vi:n onDt 
tDnhDW, The participial noun iff 
Dn*)5. As, "the fuller's field:" 
(Isaiah vii. 3 :) " As fuller's soap."- 
(Mai. iii. 2.) In a metaphorical sense 
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it conveys the idea of " cleansing or 
purifying the heart from sin : " As 
'i1}?a ^ions, *'0 cleanse me from my 
sins!" (Psalm li. 4:) ^ib^^n, 
*' tVash me, that I may he whiter 
than snow:" (Psalm li. 9 For if 
")n3n>D:i:3n, thou washest thyself 
with nitre, &c., thy iniquity is marked 
hefore thee." (Jer. ii. 22.) This 
clear distinction exists between the 
two verbs throughout Holy Writ. 

i>jQ and U^:Q 

The principal idea of both is, '* the 
actual meeting of two persons or ob- 
jects that have been moving towards 
one another in a particular direc- 
tion." The verb i?:iQ, with X signi- 
fies generally, " to fall upon one," 
or, •* to injure one : " As 
in-1i;:i£]* wIjI, '* That they may not 
use thee ill in another field ; " (Ruth 
ii. 22;) or, "to border upon:" As, 
"in^1^!l iUQI, "He bordered on 
Jericho." (Joshua xvi. 7-) 

There is, however, a nice distinc- 
tion between these two verbs, accord- 
ing to the author oinuhw n}?^1%* 
which is deserving of notice. i^ilS, 
he says, denotes "an accidental 
meeting, where there was no inten- 
tion of the parties to come together, 
but they met by chance : " As, 
i^:iBn ^5, **Jf thou meet thine ene- 
my's ox : *' (Exodus xxiii, 4 :) 
"DTiBn, " They met Moses and 
Aaron." (Exodus v. 20.) Hence is 
derived the noun )rJB, "accident, 
chance, rencontre," which is cognate 
with the verb r^'^p, "to meet by 
chance." 

The verb }?:iE], according to the 
learned author, is composed of two 
words, HQ, "here,'' and i>a, "^o 
touch:* The verb U^^Q, which he 
thinks is a compound of 12^ Ji and HB, 
expresses " a^meeting by design and 
purpose ; " namely, that the persons 
thus met had to accomplish a certain 
object or purpose : And in this sense 
it is cognate with the verb «VD, " to 
find out the object looked for, or 
searched after." A few examples 
will explain this : lU^^Q* ^5, *' When 
my brother Esau should meet thee.*' 
(Gen. xxxii. 17.) By the context it 
• R. Salomon Pappenheim. 



appears that Esau went on purpose 
to meet Jacob; therefore, U^iiB, and 
not ^^B, is here used. Again : 
intl^iQn, '* And he met him on the 
mountain of God." (Exodus iv. 27.) 
Here, also, it appears *that Aaron 
came expressly to meet Moses ; as it 
is said, " And he also goeth to meet 
thee." (Exodus iv. 14.) And, in a 
figurative sense, the Psalmist says, 
1U^:iQ3 nD«1-1Dn, "Mercy and 
truth are met together:* (Psalm 
Ixxxv. 14.) In various other pas- 
sages of Scripture we may venture to 
define these two verbs according to 
the nice distinction here stated. 

Dli and nil 

The principal idea of these verbs 
is " a removal from a place of danger 
to a place of safety." The shades 
which distinguish them are these: 
nH denotes "a clandestine escape," 
and expresses the flight at a great 
distance, with the probability of the 
party never returning again. But 
Dli conveys the idea of "running 
away from immediate danger," and 
may be efifected openly. A few ex- 
amples will suffice to explain this : 
When Moses fled from Pharaoh, it 
is said, MU^D ITnin, "And Moses 
fled," &c. (Exodus ii. 15.) He fled 
from Egypt, not to return until he 
heard, CDU^i^n-b:: ^nD^rX "All 
the men are dead who sought thy 
life." (Exod. iv. 19.) And, in a 
figurative sense, we find, bVD ^*^nM, 
•*And he fled like a shadow.'^ 
(Job xiv. 2.) This verb is often fol- 
lowed by the possessive b, or the pre- 
position bfe^ : As,b« T? nix** Flee 
thou to Laban my brother.'' 
(Gen. xxvii. 43.) Many other 
instances occur. The ingenious 
author mentioned in the preceding 
article considers nil as compound- 
ed of nil and «1, "to be at 
large, " to come ; " and the noun, 
in Rabbinical Hebrew, is nn^ll, 
" escape." 

Of the verb Dli we have the fol- 
lowing examples : In the history of 
Joseph, when he fled from Potiphar's 
wife, it is said. Din, " And he fled, 
and got him out," to avoid the dan- 
ger of committing a crime : " And 
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the Egyptians IZ)^D3, fied against it," 
(Exodus xiv. 2,) to escape the dan- 
ger of the approaching sea. The 
person who killed .another by acci- 
dent is directed Dlib, " to flee to the 
city of refuge." (.Num. xxxv. 16.) 
And in a figurative sense, also : 
O^i^ijvn ^U^\ "Till the shadows 



(To he continued,) 



flee away:" (Cant. ii. 17 For, 
when the sun rises, the shadows 
retire. Again : '* At thy rebuke 
pDir, they fled:* (Psahn civ. 7.) 
Hence the noun DI^D, *' a protection 
and refuge from danger." Thus are 
these two verbs to be critically dis- 
tinguished. M. J. 



VL MORALITY OF THE RABBIES. 

^irrb D^jriB HiDU^, Schmonah Perakim Lerambam, 

BIGHT CHAPTERS OF ETHICS. 
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In addition to what we have thus 
stated, it becomes our duty to eluci- 
date some passages of Holy Writ 
which have led many to entertain 
the erroneous opinion, that God sub- 
jects man to predestination. Such a 
Sassage is the one in which the 
>eity saith to Abraham, "Thou 
must know, that thy seed shall be 
strangers in a land which belongeth 
not to them ; and they shall be en- 
slaved, and they shall be maltreated, 
during four hundred years. Bu^ the 
nation to whom they shall be sub- 
jected will I judge.'^ (Gen. xv. 13, 
14.) From this prediction, many 
deduce this argument : *' Is it not 
evident that the Egyptians weie pre- 
destined by the Deity to oppress 
the seed of Abraham i Why, then, 
were they punished ? Were they 
not forced, in accordance with the 
Divine decree here predicted, to en- 
slave the seed of Abraham ? " The 
4Uiswer to this argument is : Suppose 
we say the Divine decree is, that 
** of the men to be hereafter born, 
some are to be observers of the law, 
and others transgressors ; some are 
to be wicked, and others pious ;" — 
this decree would certainly be ac- 
complished. But it does not thence 
result, that those evil-doers must 
necessarily and unavoidably do evil, 
or that this righteous man must ne- 
cessarily and unavoidably do what_ is 
right. On the contrary, every evil- 
doer becomes such from his own 
choice : Had he preferred to be righ- 
teous, it was in his power, and no 
one prevented him. And the righte- 
ous likewise, had he preferred to do 



evil, was unimpeded in his choice. 
For the Divine decree was not pro- 
nounced against certain individuals 
only, of whom it might be said, 
"They are predestined, and must 
obey what is decreed against them.'* 
It was pronounced against the whole 
human race generally ; every indi- 
vidual of which does, nevertheless, 
retain the free choice and volition 
which is one of the constituent prin- 
ciples of his nature and being. Ac- 
cording to this definition, ever^ or 
any individual Egyptian had it in 
his power not to maltreat or injure 
the seed of Abraham, if such had 
been his determination ; as no one 
was peculiarly pi^edestined to be 
their oppressor. 

The same answer will also apply 
to that other passage which is some- 
times used as an argument for pre- 
destination; namely, " Behold, when 
thou sleepest with thy fathers, this 
peoplewill arise, and prostitute itself 
to the worship of the strange gods 
of the land to which they are coming, 
and forsake me, and break my cove- 
nant which I have made with them. 
Then will my anger be kindled 
against them in that day, and I will 
abandon them, and I will hide my 
face from them," &c. (Deut, xxx. 
16, 17.) There is no real distinction 
between what is here said, and these 
words subjoined : "Whosoever is 
guilty of idolatry will meet with cer- 
tain punishment." But should no 
one be found who commits that of- 
fence, the denunciation becomes a 
nullity, and all the curses unfulfilled. 
(JFo he continued.) 



London :— Printed by Jamei Nichols 46, Hoxton<5quare. 



Digitized by 



Google 



HEBREW REVIEW 



MAGAZINE OP RABBINICAL LITERATURE- 



VOL. I. 



FOUB.TEENTH DAY OF 8UEBAT, 5595. 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 1835. 



No. 20. 



I. ON THE CHARACTERISTIC TRAITS IN THE COUNTENANCE 
AND BEARING OF NATIONS, ARISING FROM MORAL 



CAUSES. 



We trust it has been satisfactorily 
shown, that through the proper ad- 
ministering of the Divine laws, and 
by their observance of them, the 
Israelites had, at tbe time of the 
death of Solomon, not only attained 
to a powerful and happy condition 
among the nations, but that tbe be- 
neficent and ennobling character of 
those laws had produced correspond- 
ing effects on the bearing, and ex- 
pression of countenance of tbe peo- 
ple generally. 

It is now our melancholy task to 
treat of that part of the history of 
our people, in wbicb the laws of man 
were substituted for those of the 
Deitv — The will of a mortal prince 
for tnat of the Governor of the uni- 
verse ; its unfavourable conse- 
quences, both on their condition 
and appearance, may easily be fore- 
seen and imagined. 

The Israelites were al^out to learn, 
by sad experience, that the warning 
given them, when they asked for a 
king, emanated from the highest 
authority; and that the happiness 
and salvation of future generations 
were involved in their obstinate ad- 
herence to that request. 

It is evident that Solomon, shortly 
before his death, had already begun 
to enact laws of his own, which were 
directly at variance with tbe spirit of 
the Divine laws: For the great 
wealth derived from the sources al- 
ready mentioned proving insufficient 
to support his luxurious establish- 
ments, and to meet his inordinate 
expenditure on objects tending as 
little to tbe glory of his God as to 
the happiness of the people, he ap- 
pears to have laid on them unbear- 
able burthens, in order to supply the 
deficiencv. 

The change whicb at this time 
was about to take place in the laws, 

2: 
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manners, and customs of the Israel- 
ites, had been productive of such 
vital consequences, not only to 
themselves, but to the whole human 
race, that we shall be held excused 
for dwelUng here, a little, upon a 
topic of sucn absorbing interest. 

If we examine into the nature of 
tbe laws and government of the 
Hebrews under their judges, (and 
the kings, until the latter days of 
Solomon, regulated themselves en- 
tirely by them,} we shall discover 
nothing in ancient or modern history 
to be compared to them. No peo- 
ple ever possessed more personal 
liberty, and yet none were ever un- 
der such great, but wholesome, re- 
straints. The head of the govern- 
ment was in realitv the Sovereign of 
the universe : and we must cdl to 
mind that when constituting the Is- 
raelites a nation. He, for the second 
time since the creation of man, most 
clearly and impressively gives it to 
be understood, that a voluntary ser- 
vice was that which alone was ac- 
cej)table to Him ; for we learn that, 
at Sinai, the people, having been 
sanctified and bronght before him, 
were asked, in the most solemn 
manner, whether they were willing 
to undertake His service. At the 
moment of conferring upon them 
the highest favour it is possible for 
us to imagine. He still makes it 
known that it will be bestowed only 
on their expressing a willingness to 
receive it; He will not impose it 
upon them. And what a law was 
there offered them ! Whilst probing 
the innermost recesses of his heart, 
and exposing every weakness of bis 
natiure, we perceive that all its ordi- 
nances are for the good of man. It 
is a tender, an affectionate and wise 
Father, advising and regulating the 
conduct of his Deloved children ; in- 
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Tiling them to lay their disconsolate 
head, when under afflictions insepa- 
rable from this temporary state, 
upon his paternal breast, — to lean 
upon his strong arm for support 
when likely to fall — to make of him 
their confidential friend as well as 
ruler. — Every thing is given by Him 
— ^blessings are poured out without 
measure ; and what does He ask in 
return? That his children should 
live and enjoy his benefits by lend- 
ing a willing ear to his admonitions 
and advice ; the only object of which 
was their own good. 

We may inspect as minutely as we 
please the laws given by the Deity 
to the Israelites, and we shall find, 
as might be expected, that they con- 
template nothing but the well-being 
of the whole community, — of the 
lowest as of the highest. None 
could draw from them any sanction 
for sacrificing the national welfare to 
his own selfish purposes. 

This is so clearly inculcated in 
them, that, from the death of Solo- 
mon until the destruction of the 
temple he built, when the nation 
lost its independence, we find the 
wicked princes that reigned over 
Israel and Judah respectively dur- 
ing that period, were anxious about 
nothing so much as the obliterating, 
out of the minds of their people, all 
recollection of the divine laws ; for 
they were so many witnesses against 
them. They consequently encourag- 
ed, and even compelled, the people 
to bow down to false gods, and to 
adopt the impure rites and horrid 
customs which belonged to their 
worship, in conjunction with that of 
the true God. They put the Levites 
to death, and must have taken such 
special care to destroy every trans- 
cript of the law, as well as recollec- 
tion of its contents, that the greatest 
exultation was expressed by Josiah 
the good king of Judah, and the 
whole nation, on the discovery of 
the original copy of it ; but the 
greatest consternation soon succeed- 
ed their joy on learning its awfiil 
denunciations ; proving most clearly 
the success that had attended the 
impious eflbrts of the wicked princes 
to suppress all knowledge of it, for 
the purpose of substituting their own 
twill for the laws of God. 



Immediately after the death of 
Solomon, the people, with Jeroboam 
at their head, apply to Rehoboam 
for some alleviation of the burthens 
laid upon them by his father. The 
young prince rejects the advice of 
nis ancient counsellors, and adopts 
a quite contrary course, recommend- 
ed by his juvenile courtiers. The 
people on coming, according to his 
appointment, at the end of three 
days, to learn his answer, are rough- 
ly told, ** INiy father made your yoke 
heavy, but I will add thereto ; my 
father also chastised you with whips, 
but I will chastise you with scorpi- 
ons." Whereupon ten of the tribes 
immediately declare themselves ab- 
solved from his service, and subse- 
quently make Jeroboam king over 
them; Judah and Benjamin only 
now remaining under the govern- 
ment of Rehoboam. From thence- 
forward the kings governing the ten 
revolted tribes were denominated, 
" the kings of Israel," while those 
over Judah and Benjamin were call- 
ed, ** the kings of Judah." 

Thus the nation, divided into two 
separate and hostile kingdoms, be- 
came incapable of keeping the na- 
tions they had subdued in subjec- 
tion ; and their frequent and bloody 
contests with each other tended still 
further to weaken and render them, 
at length, an easy prey to the enemies 
that attacked them. 

Jeroboam, apprehending that his 
own people, resorting to Jerusalem 
to keep there the appointed festivals, 
might thereby be led to place them- 
selves again under the government 
of Rehoboam, and put himself to 
death, takes the bold and impious 
step of raising an insuperable bar- 
rier to a reconciliation ever taking 
place between the now separated 
bodies of the nation, by causing to 
be made, and presenting to his peo- 
ple, two calves of gold, 'and telling 
them, ** It is too much for you to go 
up to 'Jerusalem : Behold thy gods, 
O Israel, which birought thee up out 
of the land of Egypt." 

It would not fee easy to account 
for the Israelites immediately falling 
into the idolatrous worship oflfered 
them by Jeroboam, were we not, in 
some measure, relieved from the dif- 
ficulty by the recollection, that Solo- 
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mon, in his latter days, had done the 
nation the irreparable injury of 
weakening their attachment to the 
pure and sublime religion of their 
fathers, by his impious and execra- 
ble example of erecting altars to 
false gods, to please his foreign 
wives. Such an example set by one 
who was looked upon by his people 
as'possessed * of wisdom beyond all 
men, must have had a most perni- 
cious effect on their minds, and would 
deservedly render the name of this 
prince detestable to the descendants 
of the people whose subsequent un- 
happy', destiny he has most probably 
been instrumental in producing, by 
so criminal an act. Jeroboam, like- 
wise, addressed himself to the guilty 
indolence of mankind, when he put 
the matter on the footing, that ** it 
was too much trouble for the people 
to go up to Jerusalem to serve their 
God." Ungrateful mortals ! ye are 
prone enough to call upon your 
Maker for protection when in need 
of it, — for blessings to be showered 
upon you without measure ; but 
when it is the question to evince a 
sense of your obligations, ye seek a 
thousand excuses to evade the per- 
formance of the slightest of your 
duties towards Him ; and his house 
of prayer may be desolate and the 
receptacle for noxious and unclean 
creatures, for what ye care. 

The festivals which Jeroboam 
instituted at the same time in honour 
of the gods he had erected, were, no 
doubt, such as ministered to sensu- 
ality and impure desires — too apt to 
cause mankind to give up heaven 
itself for their disgusting and tran- 
sient enjoyments. 

Hence we perceive how the selfish 
interests of princes induce them 
often to mislead a whole people. 
They care not what irreligion or im- 
morality they introduce among them, 
provided they can securely reign 
over them; not for the nation's 
good, but for their own selfish pur- 
poses. In no history, as in this of 
the Jews, has the rise of false reli- 
gion and the establishing of immoral 
and cruel rites and customs, been so 
clearly traced to its true source. 

It is quite unnecessary for our 
purpose to go over all the events of 
this dark period in the annals of our 

2 II 



nation, which was not, however, 
without some gleams of sunshine, 
and notable instances of more auspi- 
cious intervals; proving, beyond 
contradiction, that their wicked 
princes were mainly to blame for the 
derelictions of the people ; for, as 
often as a good prince reigned over 
them they are found ready to follow 
rejoicingly the better road in which 
he led them. The source at which 
the fiame in their breasts had been 
lit was too pure for it ever to be 
totally extinguished, and we conse- 
quently perceive, that whenever they 
approached again the sacred foun- 
tain, — the law, — it burst out afresh 
in all its wonted brilliancy. 

During this period the evidences 
crowd upon us to show the purpose 
for which the Deity had selected the 
Israelites, — and the most anxious 
care is displayed in consequence, for 
keeping them to his service, or for 
inducing them to return when they 
had swerved from it ; but every re- 
proof, remonstrance, and punish- 
ment proving unavailing, both with 
king and people, there really appears 
to have remained no other means for 
preventing the Israelites becoming 
as abandoned in their conduct, and 
as ignorant of true religion as other 
nations, than the withdrawing of 
them, through the interposition of 
the Deity, from the government of 
their guilty princes, the principal 
cause of those disorders. We con- 
sequently learn, that in the time of 
Hoshea, king of Israel, the king of 
Assyria cdmes against Samaria, con- 
quers the whole of it, makes the 
greater part of the inhabitants cap- 
tives, and distributes them in the 
cities of the Medes. (2 Kings xvii.) 

Judah subsequently receives her 
punishment for her misdeeds; for, 
in the reign of her prince Zedekiah, 
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, 
comes against and takes Jerusalem, 
burns the temple and principal edi- 
fices, dismantles the city, and takes 
all the better classes of inhabitants 
captives* to Babylon and its provinces. 

We have intentionally thus briefly 
adverted to the terrible catastrophe 
which befel our nation at that dis- 
tressing period, to avoid harrowing 
the feelings of our readers with de- 
tails of the horrors of the siege. 
2 
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As faitbfullv m all the promises 
for good made to our people had 
been kept by the Deity, so were his 
denunciations of evil accomplished. 
On no single poii^t has a pretence 
been left for either the Israelites or 
other nations to cast the shadow of 
a doubt on the Divine origin of those 
promises and denunciations; nor, 
consequently, to question the truth 
of the revelations and predictions 
contained in the sacred volume : And 
be must be wilfully blind who does 
not recognise in the whole the 
word and finger of the Most High. 

It was in the course of those stir* 
ring events in the history of the 
Israelites which led to the loss of 
their independence, and the destruc- 
tion of their temple and city, that 
the greater portion of the most emi- 
nent of their prophets arose. The 
boldness, disinterestedness, and de- 
votion they evinced in the perform- 
ance of the services to which they 
were appointed by the Deity, afford 
the most unequivocal proofs both of 



the truth of their mission, and of 
that highmindedness which the pure 
and sublime religion of the Jews was 
calculated to inspire. Their lan- 
guage, as we have before remarked, 
offers incontestable evidence of the 
exalted sentiments and highly culti- 
vated understanding of the people. 
Nor can it be supposed, however 
persevering their wicked princes had 
been in endeavouring to obliterate 
all those ground-works for erecting 
such noble attainments upon, that 
they had succeeded effectually ; in- 
deed the subsequent history of the 
Israelites whilst in captivity, as we 
shall have occasion to show, removes 
all doubt upon the subject. 

We may, then, fairly assume, that, 
notwithstanding the many dark 
spots in their history, there was no 
period, whilst they dwelt in their 
own land, in which we can present 
to ourselves the Israelites as a people 
possessed of an ignoble mien, but 
very much the contrary. A. A. L. 
(,To be continued.) 



II. THE MISHNA. 

nilM n^DD, Mescheth Aboth : ** thb ethics of the fathees." 

pib p. COMMENTS BY 'NAPHTALI HIRT8 WE8SBLY. 

( Continued from page 295.) 

HiLLEL and Sbammai obtained the traditioiis from them. Hillel said, ** Be among tbe 
disdplea of Aaron j love peace, and pursue it ; love mankind, and cause them to ap- 
proach the law." (I. 12.) 



Commentary. Be among the dis- 
ciples of Aaron — This founder of the 
sacerdotal line was not only most 
pious, but Holy Writ affords him its 
testimony when it says, ** Thy 
lliummim and thy Urim to the man 
of thy piety." (Deut. xxxiii. 8.) His 
principal quality was the desire of 
peace ; not only externally with his 
feUow-men, but internally with him- 
self. He was the elder brother of 
Moses, whose prophet (or orator) he 
was appointed to be in Egypt ; as it 
is said, '* Thou shalt be unlo him as 
a God, and Aaron thy brother shall 
be thy prophet." (Exod. iv. Jft) But 
although his younger brother was 
thus exalted above him, he did not 
envy his elevation, but even rejoiced 
at his superior dignity, as we read : 
*' He goes forth to meet thee ; and 
when he sees thee he will rejoice in 



his heart ;" and furthermore, " He 
met him at the mountain of God, 
and he kissed him." (Exod. iv. 14 ; 
27.) Peace, inward tranquillity, and 
happiness of mind, are the greatest 
blessings that Providence be- 
stows on man. The divine promise 
is, that the day will come when this 
most precious gift shall be extended 
to all mankind; as it is said, " I 
hear what God speak eth ; for he pro- 
claims peace to his people, and to 
his pious, that they shall no more 
return to folly." (Psalm Ixxxv. 9.) 
He who attains inward peace, which 
can only be done by the perfect sub- 
jugation of his passions, and ardeut 
love of his Creator, will avoid sin 
and folly. Accordingly, the crowning 
grace of the Lord is peace. For when 
his Priests, instructed by him, bless- 
ed the people, their words were," The 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE MISHNA. 



309 



Lord bless thee and preserve thee : 
llie Lord let his countenance shine 
on thee^ and be merciful unto thee : 
The Lord turn his face to thee, and 
grant thee peace." (Num. vi. 24-26.) 
This perfect inward peace constituted 
the peculiar piety and excellence of 
Aaron : Therefore the prophet saith, 
" iVly covenant was with him, life 
and peace. The law of truth was in 
his mouth. In peace and righteous- 
ness walked he with me. For the 
lips of the priest preserved know- 
ledge. Instruction was sought from 
his lips, for be was a messenger of 
the Lord of Hosts." (Mai. ii. 5-7.) 
Strive, therefore, to become the dis- 
ciple of Aaron ; imitate him ; and, 
in order to do this, thou must 

Love peace, and pursue it — Not 
only must thy conduct be peaceful 
towards thy fellow-men, but thou 
must love and cherish peace within 
thyself. The constant aim of thy pur- 
suits must be, to cultivate peace 
with thy God, with thy fellow-men, 
and thyself, and to promulgate con- 
cord and good-will as far as thy in- 
fluence can possibly extend. In 
these pursuits thou must persevere ; 
nor be discouraged if thy kind efforts 
are thwarted by those to whose wel- 
fare they are directed. For, as the 
object of man's existence on earth is 
true happiness here and hereafter, 
and as that happiness must, in a 
great measure, depend on the degree 
of inward peace each has been able 
to attain, that man becomes the great 
benefactor of his neighbours who, 
by example and precept, teaches 
them duly to appreciate that first of 
all the bounties of the Deity, — peace. 

Leve nvil, mankind, and cause 
them to approach the law — ^This rab- 
binical word, nv"!!, derived from 
«^1, ''create," does, in its primary 
signification, mean creatures gene- 
rally. Here, however, it is applied 



in a restricted sense to the human 
race. We are directed to extend our 
love to all men, without any excep- 
tion ; accordingly our instructor 
does not use either of the words 
"lin or i?^^, "friend," or ** neigh- 
hour," which might, in their applica- 
tion, be limited, to our co-religionists ; 
but he uses that word which in its most 
restricted signification applies to all 
those creatures of thy God who are 
of the same race with thee ; whose 
outward conformation, as well as 
theirmental interior, resembles thine ; 
whose virtues and whose faults, 
whose merits and whose failings 
thou sharest ; and who, in every 
clime, and under all circumstances, 
are thy brethren, bound to thee, as 
thou art to them, by the sacred 
bands of humanity. And in order 
that we may not mistake his mean- 
ing, our instructer closes the sen- 
tence by saying, " And cause them 
to approach the law." His instruc- 
tion is addressed to Israelites already 
acquainted with, and observing the 
law. To these he says, ** Let thy 
conduct towards all men be regu- 
lated by the dictates of mercy and 
justice. Say not, *I am of the 
chosen seed of Abraham, while that 
man is a blinded Heathen; and, there- 
fore, he is not worthy of my love 
and kindness.' On the contrary, 
love him, teach him by the purity of 
thy conduct to respect thee. Respect 
will inspire him with love for thee, 
and the wish to emulate thy bright 
example. Thus thou wilt cause him 
to approach thy law ; and, in teach- 
ing him the knowledge of the true 
God, obedience to his command- 
ments, and faith in his word, thou 
wilt evince the highest degree of 
love to those who are not of thy 
people, but whom thou causest to 
become partakers of the blessings 
and perfections of thy law.** 



He further said, ** He who seeks a name 
retrogrades. He who teaches not the path 
the crown perisheth. 

He who seeks a name loses fame — 
He who seeks, through his great 
proficiency in the law, extensive 
knowledge, and apparent piety, to 
establish his own reputation, loses 



loses fEune. He who does not progress, 
of life, is guilty of death. He who abuses 

sight of the great aim of his studies, 
which is the acquisition of truth, as 
the only means of promoting the 
true happiness of himself and his 
feUow-men. And as the gratification 
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of those noxious and selfish passions, 
vanity and pride, predominates in his 
mind, our instructer cautions him, 
that such unworthy motives cannot 
obtain for him that which he seeks ; 
but that, on the contrar^^, the more 
he indulges in his ambitious long- 
ings, the more he exposes himself to 
the certainty that his hypocrisy will 
be detectea, and his fair fame 
branded^ in this world ; while, in 
that to come, the unerring sen- 
tence of the Great Searcher of 
hearts consigns him to that infamy 
which is the just reward of deception 
and hypocrisy. 

He who does not progress, retro- 
grades — Our instructer here uses a 
play upon words, ^^D> ^^DID wb"), 
m order to condense this most im- 
portant maxim in a few words, and 
engrave it on the memory, — that 
man, at no period of his life, is sta- 
tionary, there is no fixed point at 
which he can make a stand ; but he 
must either progress towards perfec- 
tion, or he retrogrades towards im- 
perfection. No certain limits are 
assigned to his progress : As long 
as he lives he can and ought to ad- 
vance in virtue and wisdom ; and if 
he finds the effort which this advance 
requires to be beyond his strength, 
he may rest assured that he is actu- 
ally receding from that perfection 
which he had already to a certain 
degree attained. This instruction is 
contained in the word ^^D\ which is 
derived from the root r| D «, ** loss or 
decease," and isused here to imply the 
losp of mental power, and moral de- 
cease, which is sure to be the portion 
of him who plumes himself on the 
degree of piety, righteousness, and 
knowledge which he has acquired, 
and who, prompted either by his 
own vanity, or by worldly dissipa- 
tion, strives not to improve himself, 
and to make advances in his progsoss 
towards perfection. 

He who teaches not the path of life, 
is guilty of death — In this maxim our 
instructer teaches us that it is not 
sufficient for man that he himself 
should know and pursue the path 
of eternal life, but that it is his duty 
to impart that knowledge to others : 
As it is a trust confided to him not 
for his own exclusive benefit, but for 



the advantage of all his fellow- men. 
And that moral death which they 
incur, and which he is not active to 
prevent, is imputed to him as if he 
nad been active to contribute thereto. 
He who abuses the crown, perishes 
— In the language of the tanaim, 
the epithet [croton is applied to every 
species of mental dignity. Thus 
they enumerate the crown of the 
law, the crown of priesthood, the 
crown of royalty, and lastly, but 
principally, the crown of a good 
name. It is the duty of every one 
to strive to attain the first and the 
last of these crowns, which it is 
perfectly in his power to reach ; but 
while this endeavour is most laud- 
able, our instructer cautions us that 
it is a most heinous offence to abuse 
these crowns ; to profane their 
dignity, and to quench their lustre, 
by sullying them with the stain of 
selfishness or unworthy motives. 
The proper use and the abuse of this 
moral dignity are separated by a line 
so narrow, — depending entirely on 
man's inward impulse, centred in 
his heart, that abyss, the depths of 
which no human eye can fathom, — 
that in many cases it is next to impos- 
sible his fellow men can discern or 
judge whether that narrow line has 
been overstepped or not. But there 
is One who " searcheth the heart and 
inward parts : " The abuse of the 
gifts his bounty has bestowed is a 
crime so foul and rank, that the cul- 
prit's doom is certain. **He pe- 
risheth." 

The two mishnas on which we 
have commented have a close and 
intimate connexion with each other. 
The one is a counterpart of the other. 
As the first commences with advising 
us to be among the disciples of 
Aaron, possessed of genuine piety ; 
the second cautions us not to per- 
mit vain fame or ambitious desires to 
mislead us. As in the first we are 
told to love peace and pursue peace, 
so in the second we are cautioned 
that if we are not active in that pur- 
suit we shall retrograde. As in the 
first we are directed to love man- 
kind, so in the second we are cau- 
tionedy that unless we evince this 
love in its highest degree, by teach- 
ing them, as far as our ability goes. 
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the path of life, we render ourselves 
guilty of participating in the moral 
death which befals them. And as, 
lastly, the first closes with the in- 
struction, that we are by our exam- 
ple and precept to cause all mankind 
to approach the law, so in the second 
we are cautioned that if we abuse 
the moral dignity conferred on us, 
far from causing others to approach 
the law, we scare them away, impede 



the beneficent purpose of God, and 
must perish. And in order that his 
maxims might be perfectly under- 
stood by all Israelites, our instructer 
pronounced the first in Hebrew, and 
the second in Aramaic, those being 
the two languages most current 
amongst them, and best understood 
by the Jews of his time. 

(To be contimied.) 



III. METAPHYSICS AND PHILOSOPHY OF THE RABBIES. 



Sepher Ikkarim : 



CHAPTER X. 

In order to enable the mind of the 
believor to form some idea of the 
power of prophecy, and of its vari- 
ous degrees, it behoves us to enter 
into the following details : The in- 
fant, in his original construction, is 
void of all perception ; he is gifted 
with five senses only, which, how- 
ever, are latent, and do not develope 
their activity at once, but gradually. 
When first the infant breathes the 
air, the coarsest of his senses, 
feeling^ commences its operations, 
and enables him to perceive the ef- 
fects of various substances ; as heat 
and cold, hard and soft, &c. His 
next advance is the acquisition of 
the less coarse sense of taste; by 
means of which he perceives the 
sweet, the bitter, &c. The next step 
of his progress developes a se(\se, not 
only more noble, but likewise ex- 
tending its operation to some dis- 
tant object, whereas the former two 
are confined to direct contact ; 
this sense is smelling, which enables 
him to perceive pleasant and dis- 
agreeable odours. The next sense 
which comes into activity, being 
more subtile and extensive in its 
operations, is that of hearing, by 
means of which sounds become per- 
ceptible to him. Lastly, the exer- 
cise of his senses is completed by 
the active operation of his sight, 
which enables him at a greater dis- 
tance to perceive the outward shape 
and appearance of various objects. 
Each of these five senses is confined 
to its own sphere of action, and does 
not contribute to the developement 



BOOK OF PRINCIPLES:" BY R. JOSEPH ALBO. 

(.Continued from page 301.) 

of any other. The faculty of seeing 
will not give man the perception of 
sounds or of flavour, nor will taste 
enable him to perceive distant ob- 
jects by their outward form, &c. 
As the infant advances in age, and 
becomes habituated to the use of his 
senses, he obtains a higher faculty, 
which is not limited to the mere 
perception of objects which, in them- 
selves, are distinct, but which, by 
means of such perception, enables 
him to know and distinguish vari- 
ous objects from each other, so as 
to recognise that which has once 
before been presented to his sight, 
.although, in the interim, it has been 
absent from his eye ; because it has 
become engraven on his mind or 
imagination, by means of the sensi- 
ble perception. As his years in- 
crease, these first steps lead him on 
to a new degree, discernment ; that 
is to say, a power abstractedly from 
the senses, so as not only to distin- 
guish and recognise objects distinct 
in themselves, but likewise the kinds 
and species, or so as to know the par 
ticular marks by which they are de- 
termined : Thus, for instance, not 
only to know Reuben and Simeon, 
but likewise that they are men, and 
that other animate beings, gifted 
with speech and similar in confor- 
mation, are men, as these are the 
particular marks peculiar to the race 
generally, and not distinctive of in- 
dividuals only. As he grows older, 
the next faculty with which he is 
endowed is judgment, to distinguish 
the essential from the accidental, — the 
absolute, the possible, and the im- 
possible. This faculty, which is not 
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shared by other animals, is exercised 
by man, through the combination 
of perceptions, arising indirectly 
from the senses, guided and regu- 
lated by discernment, and which 
forms the means of his attaining all 
knowledge. 

These four* degrees form the basis 
of human reason ; beyond which 
man, general^, does not advance ; 
nay, there are some who remain sta- 
tionary at the third, or even at the 
second, degree. Yet some highly 
gifted individuals surmount this 
general basis, in a manner, which 
those who are not similarly gifted 
cannot conceive. For as ne who 
is born blind cannot form any idea 
of light, or distinction of colours, 
whatever pains may be taken to il- 
lustrate their nature, so likewise he 
who is not endowed with mental 
light cannot conceive its nature, or 
even the possibility of its existence ; 
while the fact, that it does exist, is 
demonstrated by experience : As, in 
addition to the four degrees which 
we have above enumerated, we be- 
hold some who penetrate further, 
and utter wise sayings, or pour forth 
hymns to the praise of the Great 
First Cause in language so sublime, 
yet regular, as to be altogether dif- 
ferent from the common terms of 
parlance, and to excite alike the ad- 
miration of the hearers, and the sur- 
prise of him who gives it utterance ; 
and who knows not whence be is be- 
come gifted with this power any 
more than the child knows how it 
begins to speak. Thio quality is with- 
in the reach of that sublime faculty of 
the soul called \2n^pT^ TlT), " sacred 
inspiration ;" which, however, is not 
general to all men, but is imparted 
in various degrees to some. 

Nor is this the only superstructure 
raised on the basis of reason. Indi- 
viduals gifted with an ardent imagi- 
nation, either natural or heated 
through certain ceremonies and pre- 
parations, become excited to that 
degree, that they see, or fancy 
they see, visions; and the abuse 
of this extreme fervour of their 

• 1. The developement of the five senses. 
2. The power of distinguishing. 3. The 
power of classifying by certain marks. 4. 
Judgment through the combination of per- 
ception and discernment. 



imaginations causes them to re-^ 
sort, either in reality or in idea, to 
that intercourse with impure spirits* 
called sorcery, which is most pe- 
remptorily forbidden by the law, 
under penalty of death. Dreams 
which, either in part or wholly, prove 
true, are likewise, to a certain ex- 
tent, engendered by the force of 
imagination. Such were the well- 
known dreams of the chief baker 
and the chief butler of Pharaoh, and 
of Nebuchadnezzar. Fanatics gifted 
with this extreme ardour of imagina- 
tion, are apt to mistake their dreams 
for inspired visions, and to consider 
themselves as prophets ; they are, 
however, greatly in error, for all 
their dreams, or siipposed visions, 
do not turn out to be true. To 
these the prophet of the Lsrd al- 
ludes, when he says, **'rhu8 saith 
the Lord, Woe to the wretched pro- 
phets who are misled by their own 
minds, and by that which they have 
not seen. Their visions are false, 
their sorceries deceptive. They say. 
The Lord speaketh; and the Lord 
has not sent them ; and they expect 
to see their word accomplished.** 
(Ezek. xiii. 3, 6,) When the intel- 
lectual force exceeds that of the 
imagination, dreams prove true ; in 
the contrary case, they are mostly 
untrue. And the greater this intel- 
lectual force is in any man, the 
more adapted is he to become a 
prophet. But as, even in these, 
the imagination is not completely 
subjected, but still retains a con- 
siderable degree of influence, they, 
although fit to have the divine in- 
spiration imparted to them, neverthe- 
less, — through the struggle between 
the imagination and the intellect, 
and the opposition and intervention 
offered by the former, — the Divine 
emanation does not rest on them, 
except through the complete pros- 
tration of the corporeal powers ; 
through terror, convulsive trem- 
blings, temporary dissolution of the 
nervous system, and tremendous 
agitation of the whole frame, so that 
the soul, worked upon by a superior 
attraction, is almost on the point of 
quittinjp; its mortal tenement. This 
state of entire exhaustion is succeed, 
ed by profound lethargy; during 
which he beholds his prophetic 
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vision, and acquires a knowledge of 
which previously he was not pos- 
sessed. Such knowledge is either of 
general information, or relates to 

S articular events. This is the first 
egree of prophecy. Many, how- 
ever, do not remain stationary. 
Sometimes, th& further progress en- 
sues after this first degree is attain- 
ed, and as its consequence; while 
others at once reach the second and 
superior degree, according to their 
greater or less mental and moral 
aptitude. For if the intellectual 
force is such, that the imagination 
cannot actively intervene or offer 
a protracted resistance, the pro- 
phetic inspiration is imparted free 
from those terrific accompaniments 
which we have above enumerated : 
Nevertheless, the vision is still ob- 
scure, and as a dream ; the state in 
which he is placed being called 
iiDlin or no'Tin, ''somnolency" or 
" deep sleep." This second degree of 
prophecy is called tlW'ia or ntno, 
"apparition** or "vision :" And though 
it is imparted only when the intellec- 
tual force greatly predominates over 
the imagination, yet it is on the 

Eassive imagination chat it operates : 
o that although the information 
imparted is ' true and real, yet the 
apparition by means of which it is 
conveyed is unreal, as it exists but 
to the mind*s eye, presented through 
the medium of the imagination. But 
there is a still superior degree of in- 
spiration which is attained by him 
whose intellectual force has com- 
pletely subjugated his imagination, 
and reduced it to such a state of 

guiescence that it is incapable of 
arbouring unreal apparitions, and 
reflects only that which is really 
seen : Thus, whatever such a prophet 
hears is the undisguised emanation 
of prophecy, and whatever he sees 
is real. Such was the degree at- 
tained! by Ezekiel: What he ob- 
tained was a real insight into the 
secrets of creation and Divine mys- 
teries. The prophet who attains 
this eminent rank actually sees and 
hears the angel who communicates 
to him a knowledge of events either 
general or minute, intended for his 
own information or for that of 
others, for particular nations or for 
mankind in general. This is the 

2 



third degree of prophecy, which 
sometimes is attained as a conse- 
quence of the preceding two degrees, 
or is at once acquired, (according 
to the aptitude of the prophet,) as 
was the case with Samuel, who, at 
the very commencement, heard a 
voice, but did not experience any 
terrific agitation, or behold any ap- 
parition : As it is said, " Samuel 
lay within the temple, in which was 
the ark of the Lord ; and the Lord 
called, Samuel ! " (1 Samuel iii. 4.) 
Nevertheless, even this degree of 
prophecy is not enjoyed when man 
is perfectly awake, but is imparted 
when he is in an intermediate state 
between dreaming and being awake. 
It is called **n 1% " the power of the 
Lord." 

One or other of these three de- 
grees has been imparted to all the 
prophets respectively, in accordance 
with the Divine will, which freely 
bestows it, but without which it is 
beyond the reach of every moral or 
mental perfection, nor is there any 
stated or fixed period for the repe- 
tition of the Divine communication ; 
but the prophetic inspiration is 
sometimes withheld, or dormant, 
during a considerable space of time. 
There is, however, a possibility that 
man can proceed, beyond these three 
degrees, to that most eminent state 
when imagination is not at all con- 
cerned with the inspiration imparted 
to him. Accordingly, he neither 
sees nor imagines to himself any ap- 
parition or vision, real or unreal, 
either of angels or other figures ; but 
he distinctly hears the prophecy 
which is communicated to him, and 
the commands which he is to deli- 
ver either to a part or to the 
whole of the human race, by 
means of which the perfection of 
their purpose is to be attained. ITiis 
communication is imparted while 
the recipient is perfectly awake, not 
interruptedly, but continuously. As 
soon as a question arises in his duly 
prepared mind, he receives a direct 
reply. The man who has attained 
this super- eminent degree ought no 
longer to be called "man," but 
T«bD, or " messenger of the Deity." 
We have, however, no one ekcept 
Moses our teacher (peace be with 
him !) who did attain to euch excel- 
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lence. His prophecy was distin- 
gaished above all others, as himself 
was pre-eroinent : As it is expressed 
in Holy Writ: "And the Lord 
spoke unto Moses face to face, as a 
man speaketh to his neighbour." 
(Exodus xxxiii. 11.) By the words, 
face to face, is meant that the com- 
munication was direct and immedi- 
ate, without any intervening medium 
whatsoever, either of angel, vision, ap- 
parition,orimagination. By the words, 
as a man speaketh, is conveyed, that 
the communication was not in anj 
kind of dream, much less in an agi- 
tated state, but in perfect and con- 
tinuous consciousness and tranquil- 
lity : So that whenever he presented 
himself in the tabernacle, he heard 
the voice which spoke to him ; as it 



is said, "When Moses came into 
the tabernacle, he heard the voice 
speaking to him from the lid ; be- 
tween the two cherubim.'' (Num. 
vii. 87.) Holy Writ likewise gives 
its testimony that whenever Moees 
had occasion to invoke the Divine 
communication, it was afforded him, 
as it is said : ** Slay ye here, 
and I will learn what the Lord 
commands you;" and accord- 
ingly he receives the necessary in- 
struction. (Num. ix. 8-10.) So 
likewise respecting the daughters of 
Zelophehad it is said : " And Moses 
submitted their case before the Lord." 
When he received the instant reply, 
" The daughters of Zelophehad have 
spoken justly." ( JWd. xxvii. 5-1 1 .) 
(To be eontintied.) 
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IV. THE DAILY SERVICE IN THE SECOND TEMPLE AT 
JERUSALEM. 

FROM THE ilTlij^n I'lD, BY R. SALOM COHEN. 

Extracted from the CD^nVM ni:3!l, an Hebrew periodical, published at 
Vienna, for 5581, (1821,) p. 38. 

of the whole people, it was requisite 
that either all Israel, or, at least, its 
representatives, should be present at 
the holy act. And, as the presence 
of the whole nation was impossible, 
certain Israelites were elected to re. 
present the twelve tribes : These 
were called "TDi^D ^U^i» "Station- 
men." They were bound to be pre- 
sent during the sacrifices, and to di- 
rect their whole attention to the holy 
rites, but they did not actively parti- 
ci pate in the duties of the day. As 
the priests and Levites were formed 
into twenty-four divisions, which in 
rotation served in the temple, each 
during one week, all Israel, likewise, 
formed a corresponding number of 
divisions, each of which in rotation 
furnished its quota of ** Station- 
men," to represent the nation. And 
as both priests and Levites had sta- 
tions assigned to them in Jerusalem, 
in order that they might be ready, as 
soon as their turn came, to enter on 
their duties, there was likewise a 
station assigned to the representa- 
tives of the nation, for tne same 
purpose, at Jerusalem. When the 
turn of each respective division ar- 
rived, (which happened twice in every 
year,) and the priests and Levites 



Those priests who were appointed 
to the duties of the coming day, as- 
sembled on the previous evening in 
the great fire -room, in the inner 
court of the temple ; some of them 
to perform their vigils, and others to 
be prepared for their service at the 
first break of dawn. Those who 
had performed the service of the ex- 
piring day handed them the keys of 
the temple and inner court, which 
were received by one of the new- 
comers appointed for that purpose, 
and deposited in a cavity which was 
in the fire-room ; there he hung 
them up by a golden chain, and 
covered the mouth of the cave with 
a marble slab. The Levites who 
mounted guard during the night, or 
were appointed to assist the priests 
in the service of the coming day, 
likewise arrived, relieved their bre- 
thren who were on duty, and receiv- 
ed from them the keys of the cuter 
courts. Lastly, arrived the Station- 
men, or Representatives of all hrael, 
whose office, as such, was to wit- 
ness the morning sacrifice. For, as 
this sacrifice was brought on behalf 
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proceeded to Jerusalem, they were 
accompanied by such of the " Sta- 
tion-men" as resided in the towns and 
villages nearest Jerusalem ; for those 
of the more distant places were ex- 
empt from personal attendance, but 
performed their worship throughbut 
the week in the houses of prayer or 
synagogues nearest their habitations. 
Each of the twenty-four divisions of 
Israelites had its chief, who was called 
^DVDil m«\ "Captain of the Sta- 
tion." Of these " Station-men," 
two representatives for each tribe, 
or twenty-four at least, were each 
day bound to attend. 

As the Divine service commenced 
at a very early hour, all necessary 
preparations were completed, and 
whatever was requisite held in readi- 
ness. The priests caused the Levites 
to arrange the sacred utensils, (con- 
sisting of ninety-three various arti- 
cles,) and to fetch the different sacri- 
fices from those in whose care they 
were. The utensils were placed on 
a table of silver, which stood to the 
south of the great altar. When this 
was done, one of the priests, by com- 
mand of the principal gatekeeper, 
tooks the keys from the cavity in the 
fire-room, and locked thi temple 
and the inner courts. He then re- 
placed the keys in their place of de- 
posit, and closed the cavity with the 
marble slab; on this he placed 
a pillow, upon which he slept during 
the night. The Levites likewise 
closed the outer courts ; and all re- 
tired to their chambers to rest, ex- 
cept those priests who performed 
the vigils, and the Levites who 
mounted guard. The "Station- 
men," the officers of the temple, 
and one of the magistrates, whose 
duty it was to be present during the 
drawing of lots by the priests,* like- 
wise passed the night within the 
precincts of the temple. 

After midnight and as the morn- 
ing began to dawn, the Captain of 
the temple went forth accompanied 
by some priests, took the keys, and 

* The appointment of priests to perform 
the various rites of sacrifice, of incense, 
&c., was determined hy lot every morning. 
This wa» done to prevent disputes or envy, 
as the performance of certain parts of the 
service might he held to he more dignified 
than others. 

2 



went' through the small wicket in 
the . fire-gate, to *the inner court, 
where his companions parted and 
formed two troops, which, guided by 
lighted torches, proceeded eastward 
and westward, to examine the court, 
and to see whether every thing was 
in due order. Both troops met at 
the baker's room ; and, having 
found every thing properly arranged, 
they hailed each other, and exchanged 
the greetiiv? of " AlPs well." 

In the interim the other priests 
arose, bathed, and put on their sa- 
cred garments of office. They then 
assembled in the hall of justice, 
where, directed by the Captain of the 
temple and the magistrate, they 
proceeded to draw lots'* for the 
respective portions of the service 
which each individual was to per- 
form. The Levites likewise arose, 
and prepared for their service ; and 
the " Station-men " were called up, 
in order to be present. The copper 
basin (which in the time of the se- 
cond temple was kept under water, 
after having been used) was then 
pulled forth ready for the priests to 
wash their hands and feet. 

The principal gatekeeper next di- 
rected the Levites to throw open all 
the gates of the outer courts, while 
the priests at the same time blew the 
trumpets in order to proclaim to the 
city the approaching commencement 
of the morning service. The follow- 
ing preparatory arrangements were 
next made : — 

Cleansing of the Altar of Burnt- 
Offerings. 

After the priest, who by lot had 
been appointed to this service, had 
performed his ablutions, he took the 

• The manner of dra\iving lots was as 
follows : The priests, holding np one finger, 
formed a circle ronnd the Captain of the 
temple and the magistrate. The former 
pronounced any optional nnmher, and hegan 
to connt the fingers, commencing, at 
hazard, with any one of the priests, whose 
mitre he took off, in order that he might 
know that he had hegnn with him. He 
proceeded to connt the fingers till he com- 
pleted the numher he had pronounced, and 
he who closed the nimiher was allotted to 
perform the service first in rotation. This 
was repeated till each service was provided 
for. 
8*2 
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silver fire- pot which 'stood in the lighted, on which were burnt those 
south-western comer, and ascended remnants of the preceding day's 
to the'altar, stirred the burning em- sacrifices which had not been entirely 
hers which he found upon it, put some consumed, 
of them into his fire-pot, descend- 
ed, went towards the east, and threw Selection qf Singers and Musicians. 
the contents of his hand-furnace on . . 
the heap of ashes which was formed The Leader of the musicians next 
there. Other priests, furnished with proceeded to select from among the 
brooms and shovels, next mounted Levites those who were to chant the 
the altar, swept the cinders from the Psalms apportioned to the service of 
grate, forming them into a round the day, and others who were to ac- 
heap imder the altar, while others company them with instrumental 
brought out from the wood-yard music. He also appointed the priests, 
several logs of wood, which were who, during the oflfering of the sacri- 
placed on the grate, (where the fices, were to blow the trumpets, 
sacrifices of the preceding evening The persons selected proceeded to 
had been consumed,) and were the rooms in which the musical 
lighted by means of the burning instruments were kept, where each 
embers found thereon. Another man fetched that on which he was to 
pile of wood was also arranged perform. 

at the south-western side of the The guards were then relieved ; 
altar, and also lighted with the and the priests and Levites who had 
burning embers of the preceding been on dutjr the preceding day, de- 
day. This last was called " the con- parted to their respective homes. All 
stant fire," which was not permitted this was done before day-break, and 
to go out. A third fire was also by the light of flambeaux. 
(To be continued,) 

V. ON HEBREW SYNONYMES. 
^Continued from page 304.) 

bn), iu, 1J% ^n&, w*!^ 

These verbs, all expressive of fear, or of a prognostic of an approaching 
evil or calamity, are indiscriminately translated, " to dread, fear, or appre- 
hend." A celebrated philologist has defined these English verbs thus : 
" We apprehend an unpleasant occurrence ; we fear a misfortune ; and we 
dread a calamity. What is probable is feared j what is possible we appre- 
hend."* 

In Hebrew these verbs are completely synonymous. Our lexicographers 
define them generally, «innu; Hi)") bi? n:j«^1 Jlpm n«1% *'a strong 
fear of, or an anxiety concerning, an approaching evil ; " which is the prin- 
cipal idea of them all. The nice shades which may distinguish them lie in 
the diflferent prepositions or particles which follow them : Thus, 
^D, «1% or, ina, conveys the idea or apprehension of an evil near at hand: 
CDi? mnn")D «")>«-«b, "[I fear not, or, feel no apprehension about, the 
myriads of people who set themselves around me." (Psalm iii. 6.) 
nb>b ^nQD «")>n ^b, "Thou shalt not fear, or dreadftheterTorhymght;'' 
tDDV >^1i?^ ftlD, "nor the arrow that flieth by day : " (Psalm xci. 5:) 
" The Lord is my light ; «1^« >DD, whom shall I fear ? The Lord is the 
strength of my life ; ^ n a « > D D, q/" vohtm shall I be afraid ? " (Psalm xxvii. 1 .) 
The above, and many other passages in Scripture, where «"!> or *inQ is fol- 
lowed by ^D, express an apprehension of danger being near at hand. 

• Crabbe. 
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^^E3D M1> conveys an idea of apprehension as to the probable consequences 
of an evil result. We fear to do a thing lest some evil should accrue ; 
although there be no appearance of immediate danger. When Moses 
related to the Israelites the wonderful occurrences which took place before 
Mount Sinai, he said, tt^«n >iE3D CDn«1> >5, "For ye were afraid of the 
fire ; " (Deut. v. 5 ;) that is, " Ye feared the consequences of being 
destroyed by the fire ; " as they themselves expressed their apprehension, 
t2^«n 1ib::«n ja, "lest the fire will consume us.*' (Deut. v. 25.) When 
king^ Saul persecuted David, it is said, "And Saul continued, 
^n ^:)BD )A^^\ to be qfraid of David;" (1 Sam. xviii. 29;) that is, he 
feared the consequences of a rencontre with David, under the apprehension 
that he could not subdue him. This is the general tenor of signification 
conveyed by the verb «")>, when followed by O E3D. 

HI % with the sign of the accusative, DM, expresses "fear on account of 
power." We say, Vi1^« n« «1> ^li^rr, "A servant fears his master,'* 
knowing that it is in his power to punish him. When Jacob heard of the 
approach of his brother Esau, he said, in « >^i« H1^^, " For I /car him." 
(Gen. xxxii. li.) Moses, encouraging the Israelites .respecting the con- 
questjof the land of Canaan, said, f")«n Xo)) n« 1»^>n-b», "Fear not 
(the power of) the people of the land." (Num. xiv. 9.) Now, asflM «"!> 
denotes dread on account of power, it is metaphorically applied also to 
divine power, or reverential fear or awe. It likewise intimates a feeling of 
veneration from' a child to its parent, and from acreature^to its Creator ; an 
expression of respect to man, and of adoration to God. Of this signification 
numerous examples may be found in Scripture. The few which are sub- 
joined will suffice : 1«")^n Vl«1 1D« tt^''«, "Every one 5AaW/ear his mother 
and [father." (Lev. xix. 3.) Here n« is implied. l^JDI ^31 ''Trnw «•!>, 
"My son, fear thou the Lord and the king." (Prov. xxiv. 21.) 
in« 1»in, "And they /earerf him," ntt^D-n« 1«1> ^m^^, " as they feared 
(reverenced) Moses." (Joshua iv. 14.) CDtt^rrMH n^1'>\ "To fear (reve- 
rence) the glorious and great name." (Deut. xxviii. 58.) And, interroga- 
tively, 1«1>n-«i» ^ni»n, "Fear ye not me? " (Jer. v. 22.) 

The participial noun of m^ is Mlli, which may be rendered, " awful, 
venerable, or amazing: " As, MTH tJIpDH «11i"nD, "How awfully grand 
is this place I " (Gen. xxviii. 17.) T^^^ W'T'^ ^^, " How amazing, or 
marvellous, are thy works I " (Psalm cxlix. 14.) Also the noun M'lID: As 
H'l^Db '^W I^J^nv, "They bring presents to him who ought to be feared." 
(Psalmlxxvi.il.) And, in the plural, CD >«") ID; (Deut. iv. 34 j) niMTli; 
(Exod. XV. 2 ;) all expressive of fear, reverence, awe, &c. 

Thus we have endeavoured to define the verbs denoting fear, by calling 
the attention of the student to the various particles which follow them. 

Thb idea of " going after a person to reach him," or " after a thing to 
obtain it," is common to both these verbs, and may be rendered, " to fol- 
low, pursue ; " also, " to persecute.'^ In English they are distinguished 
thus : yft follow with a friendly intention; w^ pursue with a hostile inten- 
tion. We follow a traveUer whom we wish to overtake; we pursue a delin- 
quent ; and we persecute an inveterate enemy. The verb fjl'l embraces all 
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these ideas, in a physical or moral sense, and is used either favourablyor 
injuriously. It is generally foUowed by the accusative, n«, or by in«, or 
nnH, in both senses : As, >*in« IBT"), " Follow me on : *' (Judges iii. 28 :) 
roi^i ^^n« ^tni P1*i*»^% " Gehazi folhwed Naaman." (2 Kings v. 21.) 
By the context it appears that he followed Naaman to obtain a favour. 
(/6ii.) '*n riH n)>^b n!3l")3, "We/o/tow to know the Lord." (Hosea vi. 3.) 
And, figuratively, we find, ^"!in p'TV p^V, "Thou shalt pursue or follow 
righteousness." (Deut. xvi. 20.) "Seek peace, inU'T'Tl, sxid pursue it.*» 
(Psalm xxxiv. 14.) "Happiness and mercy, >i1Q"!l>, will /o/tou? jpe.'» 
(Paalm xxiii. 7.) We find it as often to denote persecution : ^ilB^'in ilD^', 
"Why do ye persecute me?" (Job xix. 22.) >tt^Q3 i>1« ^1\ "Let the 
enemy persecute my soul."' (Psalm vii. 5.) "And the angel of the Lord, 
CDQ"!^, persecutes them." (Psalm xxxv. 6.) CD:j^tt^«1 >in« r7&1")«, 
" I will pursue mine enemies, and overtake them." (Psalm xviii. 37.) 
tDD^l''1«"nH tD n a "TTI, " Ye shall /)Mr5t«e (chase) your enemies." (Leviti- 
cus xxvi. 7) 

pb^, as taken from another signification of the same verb, " to burn," or, 
in hiphel, "to ignite," denotes "a hot or pressing pursuit," or "vindictive 
persecution." The following are the only examples which occur in Scrip- 
ture in this sense : Jacob said to Laban, " What is my transgression, 
OrT« Mpbl ^D, that thou hast so hotly or vindictively pursued meF" 
(Gen xxxi. 36.) l^pH tZJ'^^rTn b)^,"lJ\)onthe mountains they pursued us." 
(Lam. iv. 19.) " He ordains his arrows, tZJ^pbll^, against the persecutors,** 
(Psalm vii. 14 ) " The wicked in his pride, ''ior pb"l\ persecutes the poor." 
(Psalm X. 2.) All these denote an excessive anguish to the person thus 
pursued, compared to heat ; which is the primitive signification of the verb 
pbl Hence the rabbinical noun, np"»l'1, " burning," or " ignition." 

M. J. 

VI. MORALITY OF THE RABBIES. 

DlDlb D^plQ nyow, Schmonah Perakim Lerar.bam. 

EIGHT CHAPTERS OF ETHICS. 

BY MAIMONIDES, 
(Continued from page 304.) 

The punishments denounced in the to such offences : As it is declared 

Law cannot be considered as indi- in Holy Writ, "They chose their 

eating that the offences against which own ways, therefore must I bring 

they are directed must necessarily punishment over them.*' 
be committed. We are not to say, But it may be objected, " God 

when we read that stoning is award- said, I have hardened the heart qf 

ed against a certain crime, that he Pharaoh, 8cc. ; nevertheless, this 

who desecrated the Sabbath was monarch was punished severely, and 

predestined to commit that sin. Nor perished miserably, although he was 

is it because certain maledictions are not left to the exercise of his own 

denounced in the law, that we are free-will or agency." This is an ob- 

to say, " That generation was idol- jection the refutation of which will 

aters, in order that these maledictions make us acquainted with a most im- 

might be fiilfiUed." No ; according portant principle. Listen, therefore^ 

to the dictates of their own free-will attentively, and reflect maturely on 

they sinned ; and, having done so, what I am going to sa^ on this sub- 

they met with the punishment due ject. Compare my opinion with that 
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of Others, and give the preference to 
that which is best. I allow, that 
had Pharaoh and his counsellors 
committed no other sin than that of 
refusing to permit the Israelites to 
depart, agreeably to the Divine com- 
mand, the cause of their punishment 
would have been very doubtful. For 
the Holy One (blessed be He !) pre- 
vented their obeying his commands, 
as it is written, ** For I have hard- 
ened his heart and the hearts of his 
servants." How, then, could he 
require them to dismiss the Israel- 
ites, and punish their non-obedience, 
at the very time when he had pre- 
destined, or, in other words, com- 
pelled them to do the contrary? 
This would not only appear unjust, 
but would completely contradict all 
that we have hitherto advanced. But 
the real state of the case is very dif- 
ferent : Pharaoh and his counsellors 
had sdready, from their own free-will, 
without" any constraint whatever, 
become guilty of great cruelty 
and oppression towards unoffending 
strangers, over whom they tyrannized 
with a rod of iron. And that this 
was done of their own accord, is 
proved by Holy Writ, which ex- 
pressly relates, " And he said to his 
nation. Behold this people, the chil- 
dren of Israel, is become numerous. 
Let us consult," &c. This crime, 
then, was committed by them with- 
out any external constraint, but 
solely through the dictates of their 
free-will, and of their evil passions ; 
and the punishment due to their 
crime occasioned their hearts to be 
hardened and impenitent until jus- 
tice had taken its course ; therefore 
they persevered in their impenitence, 
and refused to dismiss the Israelites, 
when commanded by the Deity so to 
do. Had the intention of the Deity 
been only to liberate the Israelites, 
Pharaoh and his adherents would at 
once have become humbled, and the 
Israelites would have gone forth 
without delay or opposition. But, 
in addition to the liberation of his 
own people. Divine Justice required 
that their oppressors should meet 
with due punishment, (on account of 
the cruel servitude and the tyrannical 
usage which the Jews had endured,) 
agreeably to the Divine assurance, 
**The people whom they serve will 



I likewise judge.** Had [Pharaoh 
and his subjects repented of their 
misdeeds, they would have escaped 
the infliction of that chastisement 
which they so richly merited. But 
Divine Justice would not then have 
been satisfied, or performed its pro- 
mise to Abraham ; they were there- 
fore made to persevere in their hard- 
ness of heart ; and thus their evil 
deeds were commensurately visited. 
This double purpose is expressly de- 
clared in Holy Writ, when it says, 
" If I were now to stretch forth my 
hand, and strike thee and thy peo- 



ple with a pestilence, thou wouldest 
be swept from the earth : I only suf- 
fer thee to exist to evince the great- 
ness of my power," &c. (Ex. ix. 15.) 
Let no man cavil against what we 
have here stated ; namely, that Pha- 
raoh and his people were made to 
persevere in their hardness of heart 
and impenitence. Reflect, 1. That 
our sins are known to the Holy One 
(blessed be He !) in all their hideous 
minuteness; and that his wisdom 
and equity apportions the punish- 
ment. Sometimes this chastisement 
is inflicted in the present life only ; 
sometimes in the life to come ; and, 
sometimes, the visitation is inflicted 
both in the present and in an after- 
state. 2. That the chastisement in 
this life is various ; sometimes it is 
bodily, as illness; sometimes it is 
pecuniary, as poverty ; sometimes it 
is both at once. And in the same 
manner that undertakings, the per- 
formance of which is ordinarily in 
man's power, are frustrated in order 
to punish him ; — as, for instance, if 
his hands become lamed, so that he 
can do no work, as was the case with 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat ; or that 
he loses his eye-sight, as was the 
case of the Sodomites assembled be- 
fore the door of Lot's house ; — so 
likewise the opportunity and incli- 
nation for repentance is withheld 
from the sinner as a meet punish- 
ment for his crimes : Accordingly 
he perseveres in his impenitence, 
until he perishes in his wickedness. 

It behoves us not to endeavour to 
penetrate the motives of Divine 
Justice, or the profundity of Divine 
\Visdom, and to decide why precise- 
ly such a punishment, and no other, 
has been inflicted. Such a research 
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would be as presumptuous and un- 
profitable as it is to decide why dif- 
ferent species of animals vary in their 
conformation, or why the hare is not 
a lion. It is sufficient for us to 
know that the attributes of God 'are 
justice and mercy, that he punishes 
the sinner according to his crimes, 
and rewards the righteous according 
to his virtues. 

Thou mayest be tempted to ask, 
'* If the intention of the Deity was 
twofold, — to liberate Israel, and to 
punish Pharaoh, — why did God re- 
iterate his messages and exhorta- 
tions, none of which Pharaoh could 
obey ? And having caused his heart 
to be hardened and perverse, in order 
that the full extent of punishment 
due to his former crimes might be 
meted out unto him, why is a de- 
mand repeated with which it is im- 
possible for him to comply ?*' We 
answer, ** This, too, is in perfect ac- 
cordance with the Divine wisdom 
and justice. God purposed to im- 
press Pharaoh with the conviction, 
that he can suspend, or altogether 
deprive man of, that freedom of will 
which is inherent in his nature, 
whenever such is the Divine will and 
pleasure. " I command thee,"— 
was the summons delivered through 
Moses to Pharaoh, — " that thou shalt 
dismiss my people. Tbou wilt not 
obey. If thou doest according to 
my behest, thou wilt be preserved : 
but I know thou canst not obey, and 
wilt persevere in thy blind resist- 
ance until thou dost perish." Com- 
mon sense would have dictated to 
Pharaoh at once to liberate the Is- 
raelites, and thus not only escape 
the impending punishment, every 
new stage of which was beforehand 
announced ; and at the same time 
to disprove the words of Moses, who 
repeatedly declarer, "Thou canst 
not obey ; it is not in thy power to 
dismiss them.*' But it was not pos- 
sible for him to pursue the obvious 



course pointed out by reason. Thus 
the most plain and positive proof of 
Divine omnipotence was afforded to 
all mankind: As it is said, "In 
order that my name may become 
known throughout the world;" 
namelv, that mankind may know 
that if such is the decree of Divine 
Justice, man may be punished by 
the suspension or utter privation of 
his free-will respecting any one cer- 
tain action, while it is previously an- 
nounced to him that such will be 
the case ; nor can he, by any means 
in his'power, vindicate the independ- 
ence of his will. 

Such was likewise the punishment 
of Sihon king of Heshbon. The pu- 
nishment of his former misdeeds,|com- 
mitted at the promptings of his free- 
will, and without any constraint what 
ever .^consisted in his refusing the Isra- 
elites to pass through his territories. 
The consequence of his hostile refusal 
of their request, was a war, in which 
he was overcome and perished.^ In 
Scripture it is said, " And Sihon the 
king of Heshbon would not permit 
us to traverse his dominions," &c. 
(Deut. ii. 30.) The wording of this 
passage has caused great difficulty to 
the commentators, who thought 
that Sihon was punished ^solely for 
not permitting Israel to pass through 
his land ; which caused them to ask, 
" How could he be punished who 
was not a free agent, as the Lord 
had hardened his heart ?" like many 
others who put the same question witn 
respect to Pharaoh, under the supposi- 
tion, that he too was punished solely 
for not dismissing the Israelites. But 
these suppositions, as we have ex- 
plained, are erroneous. They were 
not punished because they refused 
to do that which, their hearts having 
been hardened, was become impossi- 
ble to them ; but their hardness of 
heart, and consequent misfortunes, 
were the punishment incurred by 
their previous crimes. , 



{To be continued,) 
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I. ON THE CHARACTERISTIC TRAITS IN THE COUNTENANCE 
AND BEARING OF NATIONS, ARISING FROM MORAL 

CAUSES. 

(Continued from page 308.^ 



If, by what has gone before, it has 
been sufficiently established, that 
laws, manners, and customs exert a 
great influence on the external ap- 
pearance of nations, the sketch 
already given of their history will 
convey a tolerably correct idea of the 
expression of countenance and bear- 
ing of the Israelites up to the period 
to which we have just brought it ; 
and attending still to the moral 
causes under which, by their subse- 
quent history, we find them placed, 
we shall be enabled as we proceed to 
represent them, as it were, placed 
before us at the several periods, im- 
pressed with the effects of those 
powerful agents. 

• Having laid down as a maxim, 
that, ** As the habitual thoughts and 
actions are noble and virtuous, or as 
they are the reverse, the human coun- 
tenance will be stamped with their 
impress;'' our next care must be 
to trace any unfavourable appear- 
ances in the countenance and bearing 
of a people to their true source — 
whether the moral defects that have 
produced the manifestations we per- 
ceive are to be attributed to a vicious 
propensity inherent in the people 
themselves, or to some external 
pressure exerted upon them against 
their willj it is but fair to judge 
nations as we judge individuals by 
this candid course. It might then 
happen, that, instead of feeling dis- 
gust and aversion towards them, our 
eyrapathies ought rather to be 
awakened for a {ieople degraded and 
rendered vicious by the acts of those 
"who, having the power, impose 
laws and regulations upon them 
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tending to produce the very effects 
for which they afterwards unjustly 
hold them in contempt ; thus add- 
ing insult to the injuries they have 
inflicted upon those unfortunates. 

To no people on earth do these re- 
marks apply with greater force than 
to;the Israelites We have already 
had occasion to observe, that their 
derelictions were 'owing principally 
to the faults of their native Princes 
Ever since these ceased to reign over 
them they have been subject to 
foreign impulses and pressure] of 
every description. Tossed to and 
fro on an ocean of troubles and suf- 
ferings, it is much more to be won- 
dered at that they were able so fre- 
quently, at several periods of their 
history, after they lost their inde- 
pendence, to present so noble a front 
and bearing as they are known to 
have done to other nations, and to 
have preserved the many excellent 
traits in their character which might 
excite the envy of their detractors, 
notwithstanding all that has been 
done to extinguish every virtue and 
good feeling in them, than that they 
are not even worse at the present 
day, than their most bitter enemies 
take a delight in misrepresenting 
them. 

Whilst we consider the Israelites 
may fearlessly challenge history to 
show, that any other nation under 
similar circumstances have come out 
of the fiery trials they have under- 
gone as little scathed as themselves, 
— whilst they may be justified 
towards man, — equally liable to err, 
and to faint under severe sufferings as 
themselves,—- their 'conduct towards 
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their God can neither be excused 
nor extenuated. To Him under all 
circumstances and trials they owed 
a most important service, which 
could be properly performed only by 
a perfect obedience to his will, and 
by the keeping of His laws, statutes, 
and commandments. Many illustri- 
ous individuals of their nation, in the 
Serformance of this duty, have laid 
own life itself sooner than swerve 
from His worship, or bring reproach 
on His name by their evil conduct, 
whatever may have been the means 
used to compel them to either. 
Were these sacred examples con- 
stantly kept in view, and emulated 
by every Israelite, then, however 
their superior ^nity and virtue, 
which even the greatest sufferings 
ought not in the sli^^htest degree to 
attenuate, might excite the envy and 
hatred of mankind, (for the good are 
more siibject to experience the 
effects of those evil passions than 
the bad,) they could never draw 
down contempt upon them, but 
would undoubtedly command re- 
spect. 

Their great fault was their obsti- 
nately persisting in their demand to 
have a temporal King set over them, 
when they had the Governor of the 
imiverse for their Lord and Ruler. 
They were, subsequently, too prone 
to follow the impious advice of their 
guilty Princes, though it is likewise 
true that when smarting under its 
consequences they are found still 
more ready to follow the paths in 
which their good Princes led them. 
But these intermitting feverish 
changes could not answer the pur- 
pose for which they had been se- 
lected by the Deity. By a uniform 
and consistent course they were to 
instruct the world that there is but 
ONE God, THE Creator, Sovereign 
AND Ruler of the universe, whose 

WILL IT IS our duty TO LEARN, 
WHOSE COMMANDS IT IS OUR LIFE 

TO OBEY. It could not be tole- 
rated, that they should put forth 
these important truths one day, and 
be found the next worshipping idols 
of wood, brass, &c. If, in the com- 
mon intercourse of mankind, such 
inconsistency renders a man unwor- 
thy of being listened to by his fel- 
lows, how much more must it have 



tended to bring reproach upon the 
religion of the Israelites, and to 
cause the great truths they thus by 
fits and starts promulgated to be dis- 
regarded ! Whence we perceive the 
propriety of their being withdrawn 
from the sway of their own Princes, 
who were the principal, if not sole, 
instigators of these mutations, and 
placed under that of foreign Mo- 
narchs; and we shall see that, 
through the various effects of this 
change in their condition, the great 
purpose for which they had been 
selected is more likely to be attained, 
than if they had been left to 
dwell in their own land^ enjoying 
the utmost prosperity. 

It is proper here to notice, 
that their God had placed it fully in 
their power to execute the mission 
to which he had appointed them, 
whilst they themselves were in the 
enjoyment of the greatest honour 
and prosperity; but His beneficent 
purposes to the whole human race 
were not to be frustrated by their 
waywardness ; nor would He forfeit 
his promise to their forefathers^ 
that ",in their seed should nail the 
nations of the earth be blessed." And 
as in Isaiah, (chapter lix. verse 21,) 
it is again declared, " As for me this 
is my covenant with them, saith the 
Lord : My Spirit that is upon thee, 
and my words which I have put in 
thy mouth, shall not depart out oi 
thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of 
thy seed, nor out of the mouth of 
thy seed's seed, saith the Lord, from 
henceforth and for ever." 

Nor would he allow ** his word to 
go forth and return profitless,*' as 
we learn in the same Prophet, chap- 
ter xlv. verse 23 : "I have sworn by 
myself, the word is gone out of my 
mouth in righteousness, and shall 
not return. That unto me every 
knee shall bow, every tongue shau 
swear." 

Wherefore, if the Israelites would 
not be the honourable and prosper- 
ous, they should be the contemned 
and unhappy, instruments — If they 
would not be the active and willing, 
they should be the passive and com- 
pulsory, agents of His Divine pur- 
pose. And we see in the whole his- 
tory of this people, both as related in 
the Sacred Volume, and subse- 
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qaently^ the wonderful and uninter- 
rupted progressive accomplishment 
of the intentions of the Deity, con- 
ducted through means strictly in 
conformity with his repeated declar- 
ations : And in this case, as in many 
others which even our limited capa- 
city enables us to trace, we perceive 
that he uses the same means to 
accomplish several of his beneficent 
purposes : The punishments and 
sufierings of the Israelites, whilst 
thev tend to correct them of their 
faults, are to operate likewise in 
bringing mankind round to know 
the true Gon. 

They appear to have been removed 
to Babylon and its provinces rather 
as colonists^ than degraded to the 
condition of slaves, by their con- 
querors. Great numbers of them 
together were settled in the cities 
and villages, where they apparently 
attended to their own affairs, with- 
out any hinderance or other molesta- 
tion than, probably, paying some tax 
beyond what was* exacted from the 
natives of the country. They seem, 
likewise, to have been allowed the 
free exercise of their religion, with- 
out any interference except on the 
occasions to which we shall allude 
presently. The yoke of the con- 
ouerors lay lightly on the neck of 
tneir captives, for which subsequent 
events may furnish a clue, by dis- 
covering to us that this lenity pro* 
ceeded as much from policy as from 
humanity. Our readers will recol- 
lect the favourable position of the 
country of the Israelites for commer- 
cial purposes ; it had tended, no 
doubt, to make them expert mer- 
chants : in the reign of Jehoshaphat 
it is related, that "he had much 
business in the cities of Judah." 
(2 Chron. xvii. 13.) The Babylo- 
nians had the wisdom to avail them- 
selves of the superior intelligence 
and experience of their captives for 
drawing forth the resources and in- 
creasing the riches of the country, 
by allowing them unmolestedlv to 
pursue those avocations in wnich 
they had acquired so much expert- 
ness. There was nothing in their 
treatment and condition to degrade 
or depress them to such a degree as, 
by their effects, to stamp their coun- 
tenance and bearing with an ignoble 
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character. Yet, their present fallen 
and dependent state, and the recol- 
lection of their absent, beautiful, and 
once happy country, could not fail 
to affect their minds deeply, and to 
give to their countenance a melan- 
choly cast, and reflective expression. 
" By the rivers of Babylon, there we 
sat down ; yea, we wept when we 
remembered Zion. We hanged our 
harps upon the willows, in the midst 
thereof. For there they that carried 
us away captive required of us a 
song ; and the^r that wasted us re- 
quired of us mirth, saying. Sing us 
one of the songs of Zion. How 
shall we sing the Lord's song in a 
strange land? If I forget thee, O 
Jerusalem, let my right hand forget 
her cunning. If I do not remember 
thee, let my tongue cleave to the 
roof of my mouth ; if I prefer not 
Jerusalem above my chief joy." 
(Psalm cxxxvii.) Such was the sor- 
rowful lament of the Hebrew cap- 
tives. It proves the estimation in 
which their sublime poetry was held 
even by their conquerors ; — it proves 
that the Babylonians did not hold 
their Hebrew captives in contempt. 

The expositions and reproofs of 
Ezekiel, and the mournful confession 
of Daniel in his ninth chapter, were 
eminently calculated to embue the 
people with the deepest reflection on 
the past, — to cause them to regret 
the heaven on earth they had lost by 
their conduct, — and to grave on 
their hearts that firm attachment for 
their religion which has never since 
forsaken them, however they may 
have failed on too many occasions, 
at subsequent periods, to regulate 
their conduct always by its divine 
precepts. From this time may rea« 
sonably be dated the assumption of 
that rather austere expression of 
countenance and melancnoly bearing 
from which the nation, generally, 
has never since been wholly free, — 
the effects, most probably, of a deep 
conviction that their fallen state, and 
the many afiHictions they have SwU 
fered, have been brought upon them 
by their own faults. The Israelites, 
destined in future to teach mankind 
the knowledge of the only true God, 
and to show his power by their own 
sufferings and severe trials, had now 

• and for ever cast away the worship 
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of false gods from their hearts, and 
were prepared to lay down their 
lives to evince their readiness and 
devotion for his service. They were 
soon called upon to instruct man- 
kind, by such fearful means, in the 
knowledge of the true God. 

Among the several young Hebrew 
nobles carried captives to Babylon, 
whom its king directed to be taught 
in the learning and language of the 
Chaldeans,Daniel,Hananiah,lVlishael 
and Azariah, — subsequently named 
Belteshazzar, Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed;>nego, — were pre-eminent 
over all the others for comeliness of 
person, and intellectual acquire- 
ments. 

Daniel, through divine favour, 
having not only recalled but ex- 
pounded to the king a dream that 
had escaped his memory, and which 
the Chaldean learned men were in- 
capable of doing, — he and his three 
friends, Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed>nego, were, in consequence of it, 
appointed to the most dignified offices 
of the state ; and, as they performed 
their duties with consummate skill 
and strict integrity, we readily trace 
to these circumstances the motives 
which induced certain Chaldeans to 
accuse the Jews generally of not fall- 
ing down and worshipping a golden 
image which Nebuchadnezzar had 
set up ; for, it is evident, the charge 
was made principally for the purpose 
of procuring the destruction of the 
men who were thorns in their sides ; 
accordingly they specially point out 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, 
who they invidiously state are placed 
over the affairs of the province of 
Babylon, as guilty of not serving the 
gods of the king, and as refusing to 
fall down before the golden image 
he had set up. This rouses the 
king's anger ; and the scene subse- 
quently presented to us is appalling 
to human nature, though it appears 
to have been viewed with astonish- 
ing indifference by the accused. 

The men are brought forth, and 
shown a furnace heated to such a 
degree, that those employed to throw 
them into it were themselves con- 
sumed hy its flames. They are bid 
to worship the image on pain of be- 
ing conmitted to the fiery furnace. 
'—At this trying moment we can. 



from the simple narrative in the 
Scriptures, imagine these men before 
us, with unblanched cheeks, — a 
mien as calm as though they had • 
been told they would be thrown on 
a bed of roses, if they obeyed not,— 
no obstinate pride in a wrong or vain 
cause knits their limbs and strength- 
ens their hearts. They are filled 
with a due sense of the importance 
of the trial that was now to be made 
before the Babylonish king and his 
idolatrous people; whether, from 
human weakness, the dread of bodily 
suffering should prevail; or, risinff 
above it, — though the honours and 
distinctions they enjoyed, with the 
usual accessories, personal ease and 
wealth, must have made those suf- 
ferings appear still more dreadful, 
— they should evince their readiness 
to give up all these and submit to a 
criiel death, to teach their barbarous 
oppressors, and all nations after- 
wards, that no sacrifice could be too 
great for the service of the true and 
living God. Wad this not a case 
when they were called upon to lay 
down the life they had received from 
their Creator, for his honour and 
glory ? Their answer to Nebuchad- 
nezzar,one of the noblest ever recorded 
in history, proves that these men hesi- 
tated not a moment which of the 
courses it was their [duty to adopt. 
Nebuchadnezzar, after threatening 
them with the cruel death before 
them, if they did not worship th6 
image he had set up, tauntingly asks 
them, *' And who is that God that 
shall deliver you out of my hands } 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego 
answered and said to the king, O 
Nebuchadnezzar, we are not. careful 
to answer thee in this matter. If it 
be so, our God whom we serve is 
able to deliver us from the burning 
fiery furnace, and he will deliver us 
out of thine hand, O king. But if 
not, be it known unto thee, O king, 
that we will not serve thy gods, nor 
worship the golden image which 
thou hast set up." The trial is 
known to have ended in the salva- 
tion of the three pious Hebrews, and 
the issuing of a decree, forbidding 
any one, on pain of death, to speak 
any thing amiss of the God of Shad- 
rach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. 
Daniel again interprets anothet 
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(^ the kinff's dreams, who, degraded 
to the condition of the beasts of the 
field, is brought to acknowledge his 
own presumption, to praise and ho- 
nour the Most High, and to confess 
His powel* and goodness ; when, 
being restored to his former state 
and prosperity, he issues his noted 
edict relating the whole of that re- 
markable event, and proclaiming his 
humble acknowledgment of the 
power and goodness of his Maker. 

In the reign of Darius, Daniel, 
who was advanced by that prince to 
one of the highest posts in the 
state, and was intended to be pro- 
moted to the very first, excites again 
the envy and jealousy of the great 
men of the nation, who, for the pur- 
pose of entrapping him and pro- 
curing his destruction, obtain from 
Darius a decree that any one who 
should presume to ask a petition of 
any god or man for thirty days, 
save of the king, should be cast into 
the den of lions. This does not 
deter the pious Daniel from offering 
np his usual orisons to his God. In 
consequence of which disobedience 
of the royal edict he is cast into the 
den of lions; whence he is drawn, 
however, without having experienced 
any injury whatever, whilst his ene- 
mies, who were subsequently thrown 
into it, are destroyed by the lions 
before they reach the bottom of their 
den. 

We have dwelt on these instances 
to show how perfectly the means 
now taking by the Deity for spread- 
ing a knowledge of himself are in 
accordance with all his declarations, 
that through his people all the na- 
tions of the earth should be blessed. 
The kings of Babylon and the Per- 
sian princes we have alluded to had 
evfdently confessed the true and 
living God, but their people appear 
not to have been then prepared for 
receiving his purer worship ; still, a 
commencement was not only made, 
but we see, that, from that period 
down to the present day, whatever 
knowledge of the true God has 
been acquired by mankind has been 
imparted through the instrumentality 
of the Hebrew nation. 

The seventy years' captivity being 
ended, Cyrus gave the Israelites per- 
mission to return to their own coun- 



try and to rebuild the temple and the 
city-walls. A certain number avail- 
ed themselves of the permission, but 
a far greater number remained in 
Babylon and its provinces, affording 
a very satisfactory proof that they 
did not feel the yoke of their con- 
ouerors to be Very heavy, and that 
they were engaged in profitable pur- 
suits in that country. Though the 
Israelites still continued under the 
dominion of the Medes and Persians^ 
they were allowed gradually to as- 
sume the whole management of their 
own concerns ; and for a long period 
under their high priests they lived 
in peace and happiness, growing 
into consequence again as the period 
approached when the great events 
of the Grecian and Roman empires 
were to take place, leading eventu- 
ally to a more general spread of the 
Israelites over tho globe than had 
ever prevailed before. 

It "was during the above period 
that the events occurred which are 
related in the Book of Esther. 
Hadassah, her Israelitish name, 
adopted as his daughter by het 
kinsman Mordecai, -was carefully 
educated by him. The occasion 
that brought her with other young 
virgins to the court of Ahasuerus is 
too well known to need being re- 
lated here. The education of He- 
brew maidens must always have 
been 'far superior to that of every 
other nation of those times. When 
the women were assembled with thd 
other sex to enter into the covenant 
with the Deity at Sinai, it was 
plainly inferred that they too were 
to study the law they had thus vo- 
luntarily undertaken to obev. That 
study was eminently calculated to 
render them the purest of their sex, 
to teach them their own dignity, and, 
occasioning them to exercise their 
mental faculties, to render th'eni th* 
fit helpmeets and companions of the 
other sex, which they were appointed 
to be by the Deity when he first cre- 
ated this, the fairest of his creation. 
It would be no difficult task to trace 
in their history that such was the 
place held by the Israelitish wives 
m the houses of their husbands. 

The allusion we made to the man- 
ner in which Esther was brou|;ht up 
is fully borne out by her history. 
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The females in other eastern coun- 
tries appear to have been reared, 
then, as in the present day, with 
Tiews very derogatory to the dignity 
of this fairer part of our species. 
However carefully their personal 
attractions may have been attended 
to, and some few pleasing accom- 
plishments cultivated, their minds 
would exhibit a dreary and chilling 
blank; but Esther's was not so. 
The difference between an intellec- 
tual countenance, lit up with the ex- 
Sression of all the mild virtues and 
elicate sentiments peculiar to the 
•ex, and one that, with all its regu- 
larity of features and beautiful com- 
plexion, still wants the manifestation 
that an intelligent soul dwells with- 
in, is too well known to leave us for 
a moment at a loss for the prefer- 
ence given to Esther by the Persian 
monarch. 

The other young women, who 
were in turn to present themselves 
to the prince, ambitious, no doubt, 
of being selected by him, are said to 
lutve decorated themselves with all 
the finery it was customary to pro- 
vide them with on similar occasions, 
to the fullest extent of their little 
hearts*, and still less minds', con- 
tent ; and we see them sent home 
successively by the monarch without 
his taking any further notice of 
them. But Esther, who most pro- 
bably was desirous to be rejected 
with disgrace, takes no pains to 
please — she asks for no ornaments 



with which to deck her person ; but,> 
unable to divest herself of that supe- 
rior grace with which an intellectual 
min(^ chastened and purified by the 

Erecepts of her religion, had clothed 
er, she captivates the monarch, 
who had most likely been previously 
accustomed either to such passive 
creatures as we have alluded to, or 
to tHe haughtiness of a Vashti. 

In Esther all the firmness induced 
by a properly trained mind and vir- 
tuous habits, was combined with 
the gentleness of the dove, the mo- 
desty of the virgin, and the express- 
iveness of countenance ,of one 
brought up to reflection, quite un- 
known to the native females : Need 
we wonder then, that Ahasuerus at 
once perceived the striking differ- 
ence, and that his affection, instead 
of diminishing, had subsequently 
increased to such a degree as to render 
him willing to grant any request she 
might have to make, were it to the 
extent even of half his kingdom I 
But how astonished does the monarch 
appear when he learns that, if what 
she solicits be not conceded, she 
herself was determined to perish 
with her people, and he would lose 
that which he seemed to prize above 
his life, — a virtuous and intelligent 
companion and queen. The history 
tells us, that her affection and duty 
to Mordecai was as exemplary after 
her elevation as it had been before. 
A.A. L. 



(7b be continued.) 



II. THE MISHNA. 

ni^ n^DD, Mescheth Aboth : " ths ethics of the fathers.*' 

pib p. comments by NAPHTALI HIRT8 WE8SBLT. 

C Continued from page 311.) 

Hb ffoOiet said, <Mf I am not for myself, who wfll be for me ? If I am for mTself alone, 
And if not now, when ?" (I. 14.) 



what am I ? 

^ Commentary. He further said — 
Of all moral maxims that ever have 
been uttered, none exceed the above 
in importance, truth, and terseness. 
Modem authors write entire volumes 
on ethics, containing, we grant, 
much truth and much beauty ; but 
like the diamond when hidden 
amidst heaps of pebbles, the reader 



must wade through many pages ere he 
meets with one sentence that at once 
reaches his heart and stamps its im- 
press on his mind. But here the dia- 
mond is laid open to the view, spark- 
ling in its matchless brilliancy, and 
unequalled in its worth. Time, how- 
ever, has scattered its dust over the 
antique jewel: It lies buried; an^ 
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its owners, no longer conscious of 
possessing the treasure, are mute 
when the glittering paste of later 
ages is tauntingly displayed to their 
astonished eyes. 

If I am not (concerned) for myself, 
who else will be (so) for me ? — Con- 
cisely as we have endeavoured to 
render this sentence, we fail in doing 
justice to the original expression, 
>i»>D, >b>3« p» t3«. Our teacher 
here does not tell us whether his 
maxim applies to religion only, or to 
our temporal welfare, but gives 
every'manthe salutary counsel, — in no 
instance to resign himself entirely to 
the care of others ; but that, wherever 
his weal is concerned, be it spiritual 
or temporal, his own zeal and exer- 
tions are to be his first dependence. 
No friend, no patron, no teacher, 
not even a man's parents, can do 
more than second his efforts, or pro- 
mote his endeavours, fiut his own 
exertions are the fundamental basis 
on which depends his happiness here 
and hereafter. The blessing of God, 
the grace of the All-merciful, His 
benignant aid and support, crown 
man's labours. But even He (blessed 
be He)— having constituted man a 
free agent, and given him the power 
of lapng the foundation of his own 
destiny, be it for good or for evil, — 
does not so far contravene the laws 
of creation, as entirely to supersede 
man's own efforts, and to grant his 
support to the man |[who uses no 
exertions for securing his own hap. 

Einess. Neither in this life, nor in 
is hopes of the next, has man the 
right to expect, that, while he list- 
lessly sits down with folded hands, 
and says, " God is good. He will 
take care of me," the universal 
order of nature will be interrupted 
for his sake. " I will bless thee in 
whatsoever thou doest," is the Di- 
vine promise. Man's best endea- 
vours, therefore, must be actively 
employed, otherwise he cannot hope 
for the blessing of Heaven. 

If I am for myself alone, what am 
1? — Having, in the previous max- 
im, given that most important coun- 
sel, the observance of which is indis- 
pensable to man's real hanpiness, our 
teacher proceeds to guara us against 
the abuse which might result from 
misapprehending His instruction. 



This abuse is two-fold: 1. Vanitf 
2. Selfishness. Man, actinp^ on the 
wise maxim of the Sage HiUel, and 
succeeding in his efforts, may be- 
come tempted to exclaim, " My own 
power, and the strength of my hand, 
have i^ained all this wealth for me." 
He will then rely on his own wisdom 
and might, on the perseverance of 
his efforts, and the energy of his 
enterprises. His heart will become 
inflated, and he will deny all obliga- 
tion to man, or gratitude to his 
Supreme Benefactor. This most 
foolish and pernicious vanity omr 
teacher nips in the bud. He re- 
minds man of the obligations which 
he owes to his parents whose benevo- 
lent care fostered his infant years : — 
Of the debt of gratitude which he 
has incurred towards his teachers 
who formed his youthful mind, and 
instructed him to know his duties 
towards God, his fellow-men, and 
himself : — Of his dependence on so- 
cietv and its institutions, which ex- 
tena protection and security to his 
efforts, his person, and his property : 
— ^And, lastly, of the boundless gra^ 
titude due to his Creator, whose gift 
is life, health, and every good here 
and hereafter. These great lessons 
he conveys in the simple question, 
" If I am for myself idone, what am 
I ?" — If all I wish, and all I hope, are 
to be engendered by my own unaided 
power, what am I when left to my* 
self? But there is a second and 
worse abuse which may result from 
mistaking the meaning of our teacher. 
Man, who is told that he must rely 
on his own efforts for success, may 
be tempted to suppose that his own 
success is to be the aim and end of 
all bis efforts. He will thus become 
selfish $ his heart will be closed 
against the claims of his fellow-men ; 
his ears and eyes shut against the 
appeal of charitj, or the sight of dis- 
tress ; isolated m the midst of crea- 
tion, absorbed by his own plans and 
his own gratifications, all his sympa- 
thies centred within himself, he will 
sink below the level of the brute ; 
and, useless to his fellow-men, en- 
crusted in the callous shell of sordid 
egotism, his portion here and here- 
after is utter wretchedness. This 
horrid fate our teacher is careful to 
avert. He reminds us, that man is. 
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by nature^ a social animal $ that his 
very existence depends upon mutual 
aid and support ; that, if abandoned 
solely to his own resources, most of 
the comforts of life would be beyond 
his reach ; and, lastly, that man was 
not sent into this world for his own 
sake only, and to live for himself 
alone, but that the purpose of his 
being is, — ^to be instrumental to the 
beneficent views of his Creator, to 
promote the happiness of mankind, 
to feel for their sorrows, and to par- 
take in their joys. And, in order to 
impress these truths the more strong- 
Iv on our minds, he asks us, or ra- 
ther bids each man to ask himself, 
." If I am only for myself, what am 
I ? ** — If self is my all-absorbing 
thought, if wrapped up in my own 
grovelling egotism, I place myself 
beyond the pale of humanity, I cease 
to be a man ; and what am I then ? 

And if not wno, when F — Our in- 
structer, having thus put us on our 
guard against the allurements of 
of vanity, and the promptings of 
selfishness, which a misapprehension 
of his meaning might engender, pro- 
ceeds to complete his sublime in- 
struction, by exhorting man to study 
and to know the value of time. The 
present moment, the " now," is the 
only particle of time which is truly 
in man's power. The past is beyond 
his control, the future may not be 
open to his activity. But if the past 
with its recollections, if the future 
with its anticipations, is to contri- 
bute to thy happiness, make proper 
use of that which is present. Forget 
not that every past moment is for 
ever lost in the ocean of time ; and 
that those efforts which thou alone 



canst use to promote that happiness 
which thou owest to thvself and to 
others, are best seconded by duly 
husbanding the precious material of 
which life is composed. Forget not 
that thy existence here is transitory ; 
that even the longest space of dura- 
tion granted to mortal man consists 
but of single moments ; that on the 
due use of this material, — so fleet- 
ing, that at every instant the future 
becomes present, and the present 
past, — so uncertain, that he wno now 
breathes in the fulness of health and 
spirits mav, in the next second, sink 
a stiffenea and distorted corpse, — 
that on the due use of thy time in 
this world, depends thy state in the 
life to come. All these (and how 
many more!) ideas suggest them- 
selves to him who reflects on the 
value of time. Therefore our in- 
structer only asks this simple ques- 
tion, " If not now, when ?*' without 
suggesting what is to be done now, 
or what will be the consequence of 
permitting time uselessly to slip away. 
The three questions on which we 
have commented, our instructer does 
not address to his hearers or readers^ 
but to 'himself; bequeathing us hia 
example as a lesson, that it is the 
duty of every man to commune with 
his own mind, and to exhort himself 
to pursue that course which infalli- 
bly secures happiness here and for 
ever. Verily had Hillel left no other 
memorial of his profound wisdom, and 
of his sublime and genuine piety, he 
would rank high among the great 
benefactors of mankind, who, in 
fourteen * short words, could con- 
dense the most important truths 
which it behoves man to know. 



(To be continued.) 



III. METAPHYSICS AND PHILOSOPHY OF THE RABBIES. 

Sepher Ikarim : *' book of frinciplbs : " by b. josbph ajlbo. 
( Continued from page 314.) 



CHAFTBR XII. the communicatiou of instruction to 

some few favoured individuals, but 
jthat entire nations and the whole 
human race may attain the perfec- 
tion of their purpose. Accordingly, 
our SageSj in the Talmud, (treatise 

' 14 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 6 4 3 2 I • 



. Tbb object for which the gift of 
•prophecy and Divine inspiration are 
;impartea to man, is not simply the 
i<»:eknowledge of future events, or 
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Berachoih, folio 32,) after quoting 
the verse, " The Lord spoke to 
Moses, Go, descend ; for thy people 
which thou hroughtest out of Egypt 
have corrupted themselves : They 
have turned aside quickly out of the 
way which I commanded them ; " 
(Exodus xxxiu 10 ;) make the fol- 
lowing observations : " The Holy 
• One (blessed be He !) said to Moses : 
' Go, descend from thy greatness : 
It was imparted to thee on account 
of Israel; and, as they have trans- 
gressed, what art thou to me?"' 
They thereby intend to say, that the 
super-eminent degree of prophetic 
greatness attained oy Moses was not 
conferred on him for his own sake, 
but on account of his important 
mission to the Israelites, who were 
through him to become acquainted 
with the laws of the Most High. 
For although, as we stated in the 
preceding chapter, Moses stood on 
the pinnacle of prophetic excellence, 
yet this his eminence was not in 
consequence of his personal merits 
or immaculate qualities, but on ac- 
count of the human race, to whom 
he was accredited as the chosen mes- 
senger and instrument of the Deity. 
This fact justifies our arrangement, 
when we say that Revelation, or the 
imparting of the Divine laws to 
mankind, is an essential principle of 
religion : and that prophecy is a 
branch emanating from that prin- 
ciple. The superficial observer ' 
might be tempted to invert this ar. 
rangement, to consider the belief in 
prophecy as a fundamental principle, 
and Revelation as one of its 
branches : And if the principal ob- 
ject of prophecy is the foreknow- 
ledge of future events, and the in- 
struction of a few favoured indi- 
viduals, or the working of miracles 
under peculiar circumstances, then, 
indeed, the latter arrangement 
would be correct. But as, on the 
contrary, the principal object of pro- 
phecy is to enaUe mankind to attain 
the perfection of their purpose, 
which can only be done by means of 
Revelation, or the imparting of the 
Divine laws to mankind, to which 
great aim all prophecy is subservi- 
ent,.we are fully borne out in the 
classification we have made. In 
like manner we have called the be- 



lief in reward and punishment ^'a 
fundamental principle," of which 
the doctrine of Providence is a 
branch. Here too we are aware, 
that the superficial observer might 
invert our arrangement. If Divine 
Providence were exercised towards 
man, in the same manner as to other 
animate beings on earth, that is, 
were it confined to the preservation 
of the various species, then our clas- 
sification would be incorrect. But 
as in using the expression Prow'cicnce, 
we understand the particular atten- 
tion of the Deity directed towards 
each individual human being, and 
observing each of his or her actions, 
in order to grant reward or punish- 
ment both here and hereafter, we 
are here likewise fuUyborne out in 
our arrangement. This will give 
our readers a key to the method 
according to which we have ordered 
our fundamental principles, and the 
branches or subdivisions which they 
involve. Thus the ultimate pur- 
pose is always the principal consider- 
ation, to which the means of attain- 
ment are secondary. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

At this stage of our inquiries, the 
question presents itself, whether 
laws truly Divine having once been 
revealed to any nation, such laws 
can in progress of time be altered 
to the same nation ? or whether they 
are everlastingly immutable ? 

It is evident that Divine laws in 
general cannot undergo any alter- 
ation, either as respects the Giver, 
the receiver, or the object imparted. 
As respects the Giver, — God cannot 
be subject to any mutation of will. 
What at any time it is his pleasure 
to enact, it is not possible that he 
should at any after-time alter in a 
contrary sense : For as whatever he 
is pleased to command must be right 
and good, the contrary, namely, that 
which is wrong and bad, can never 
become his pleasure. As respects 
the receiver, — there can be no possi- 
ble reason why the law should be 
altered whilst the nation, educated 
under and habituated to that law, 
retains the same character and dis- 
position as when the law first was 
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imparted.* It would be inconsistent 
to assert, that, as the sanitary rales 
of the body vary in their appbcation 
to the infant, to the youth, to the 
full-grown, and to the aged man, so 
should likewise the sanitary rules of 
the mind, or the laws of religion, foe 
different in the infant state of society 
to what they ought to be in its growth 
and maturity ; because the truth and 
wisdom of the Divine laws must at 
all times possess the same degree of 
perfection. As respects the object 
imparted, — the principal aim and 
purpose of the Divine law's is to 
afford man some conception of intel- 
lectual truth : And that which is 
true can undergo no change. From 
all this it is evident, as we stated 
before, that the basis of religion 
cannot, in any progress of time, at 
all be altered. 

After mature consideration we 
find, however, that although the 
basis and essential principles of the 
Divine laws cannot undergo any 
change, yet there is no proof that 
these laws may not in progress of 
time l>e modified even to the people 
to whom they were originally given. 
It is in accordance with the perfec- 
tion of an agent, that his agency 
should correspond with the suscepti- 
bility of the object upon which he 
acts. The sage physician prescribes 
to his patient a certain diet, without 
informing him how long these dietic 
rules are to be observed ; for, when, 
in course of time, these rules have 
produced their effect, and the health 
of the patient becomes vigorous, the 
physician alters his prescriptions, 
])ermitting that which before he had 
prohibited, and vice versd. Nor 
ought the patient to feel surprised 
at this departure from his former 
prescriptions, as these were but for 
a certain period; and though the 
physician did not intimate to his pa- 
tient, when or how the diet was to 
be altered, yet he knew, from the 
very nature of his prescriptions, how 
1 >ng it would be needful to continue 
them in force, and therefore contem- 
plated altering them in due time. It 
would show but little skill on the 
part of the physician, were he at 
once to prescribe for a patient who is 
barely declared out of dangei", those 
L .. • Vide Hebrew Review, No, 6. 



strengthening broths, meats, and 
wines, which, in a more advanced 
state of convalescence, become com- 
mendable and necessary. A teacher 
instructs his pupils gradually: He 
commences with such easy subjects 
as are adapted to their infant com- 
prehension; and, as their mental 
powers ripen, his instruction pro- 
gresses to subjects more important 
and difficult. Should any one. how- 
ever, start the question : "Is the 
Deity not siifficiently omnipotent to 
adapt all his laws to all ages and to 
all men ? '* we answer, 'ITiis question 
is as improper as were any one to 
ask : " Why has God not created all 
men just, wise, virtuous, and exempt 
from all failings ? Had he done so, 
it would have been in greater accord- 
ance with his own perfection." All 
such questions presuppose, that the 
Deity would be continually altering 
and amending the laws of nature, 
which his own perfect wisdom has 
laid down and approved of ; where- 
as all philosophers and divines agree, 
that the Holy One (blessed be Hb !) 
is pleased to continue these laws in 
unaltered force, and only suspends 
or alters them on such particular 
occasions as to him seem meet and 
proper. Our Rabbies say, in the 
Talmud, (treatise Tangnith, folio 7,) 
that the words of the law are a me- 
dicine wholesome for all parts of the 
body, as it is written, ** healing to all 
his flesh." (Proverbs iv. 22.) But 
they do not assert that all these 
words are equally salutary to all men 
in every age. The succeeding chai^ 
ter will more fully demonstrate. the 
truth of what we here assert. 

CHAPTBa XIV. 

If we reflect on thel Divine laws 
which have been imparted to .man- 
kind from the beginning, we flnd« 
that they were altered ; that which 
was prohibited at one time being 
subsequently permitted, and what 
was at first permitted being subse- 
quently prohibited. Adam, our first 
progenitor, was, according to the 
tradition of our Sages, commanded 
to observe certain laws, all of which 
did not remain in fprce beyond the 
days of Noah. Oiie of these was 
the prohibition to eat fleah ; for the 
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permission given to Adam was con- 
fined to vegetable food, as it is writ- 
ten, ** Behold, I have given you every 
herb, which sows its seed, on the 
whole face of the earth ; and every 
tree on which is fruity that sows its 
seed ; it shall be yours for food." 
(Gen. i. ^9.) Subsequently, in th« 
days of Noah, the permission was 
extended, as it is said, "Whatever 
moveth and liveth shall be yours for 
food; like grass and herbs have I 
given it all to you.*' (Genesis ix. 3.) 
He was, however, prohibited to eat 
flesh off the living animal, so that 
with increased permission certain 
prohibitions were added. To Abra- 
ham, the further command of cir- 
cumcision was given; and Moses 
received both positive and negative 
commands, in great number, which 
till then had not been enacted. 
Connections which, by the law of 
Noah, were not forbidden, were by that 
of Moses declared incestuous and 
.prohibited. According to tradition, 
death wad the penalty incurred for 
the crime of robberv, according to 
the law of the Noacnidae : Whereas 
a secondary punishment, only, is in- 
flicted by the law of Moses. We 
even find it in Siphri as a comment 
on, ** Thou shalt not erect un|o thy- 
self a pillar, which the Lord thy 
God hateth : " (Deut. xvi. 22.) 
Althouffh such monuments were 
acceptable in the days of the patri- 
archs, as it is said, " I am the God 
of Beth-el, to whom thou hast there 
anointed a pillar." (Genesis xxxi. 
13 ) Moses, during the giving 
of the law on Sinai, erected twelve 
such monuments, as it is said, "And 
he built an altar at the foot of the 
mountain, and erected twelve pil- 
lars for the twelve tribes of Israel." 
(Exodus xxiv. 4.) This erecting of 
pillars was, however, prohibited 
in the plains of Moab, forty years 
after the events at Sinai. From all 
this we see, that, even in matters of 
Divine wor<ihip, that has been per- 
mitted at one time which subse- 
quently has been prohibited, and 
the reverse : And that it conse- 
quently is possible that permissions 
and prohibitions of the Divine laws 
should, in process of time, become 
subject to modifications or altera- 
tions. Such was the case with the 



laws revealed to Adam, Noah, and 
Abraham, until the days of Moses. 
Thenceforward and up to the pre- 
sent times, the law revealed to the 
Israelites through Moses has not 
been altered or modified. Many of 
our latter Sages are of opinion that 
the laws of Moses cannot by any 
possibility be altered, either wholly 
or in part. So that, in this respect, 
these laws form an exception to the 
general principle which we have de- 
monstrated. These Sages sapport 
their opinion by the words of the 
law, " Thou shalt not add thereto, 
or diminish therefrom ; ** (Deut. xiii. 
1 ;) whence they argue that as the 
laws of Moses are perfect, as it is 
written, "The law of the Lord is 
perfect, restoring the soul ; " (Psalm 
xix. 8 ;) it is impossible they should 
ever undergo any mutation. But 
important as this subject is, I am 
bound to own that, after candid and 
mature reflection, I do not find that 
their opinion is supported by sufii- 
cient proofs, or that their reasoning 
is conclusive. When we are told, 
" Thou shalt not add or diminish," 
it is an admonition that, while the 
law remains in force, we are implicitly 
to obey its commands, and in no 
instance to permit in ourselves the 
slightest variation. It is certain 
that the Divine laws are perfect, not 
only in their essential principles and 
purpose, but likewise in those minor 
and temporary observances which 
they command : But where is the 
proof that the Divine wisdom, which 
at one time deemed it proper to en- 
act such observances, may not at 
another time deem it suitable to 
modify and alter the same; and 
that at the very time they were en- 
acted, it was not foreseen by the 
Deity that in due course he would 
alter these observances } We there- 
fore still adhere to the opinion which 
on opening the subject we advanced, 
namely,* that, although it is impossi- 
ble that in its basis and essential 
principles, and those truths which 
have been revealed to us, the Divine 
law should undergo any ciiange, it 
nevertheless is possible that its minor 
and temporal observances, may, if 
such should be the pleasure of Di- 
vine Wisdom, become altered or mo« 
dified. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

In making these observations, an 
opportunity offers to investigate, by 
means of numan reasoning, why the 
eating of flesh was prohibited to 
Adam and permitted to Noah ; and 
what can be the probable reason, 
that as the prohibition was most 
salutary to Adam, the permission 
should be most salutary to Noah. 
As a clue to this investigation, we 
mav avail ourselves of the sacrifices 
of Cain and Abel. The <}ue8tion is 
obvious : What ^ as the sitf of Cain» 
that the Lord turned not to his sa- 
crifice? When he brought of the 
fruits of the earth an offering unto 
the Lord, why was this offering re- 
jected ? That his sin consisted in 
his not having, like his brother, of- 
fered a first-born lamb, is hardly to 
be assumed : For Cain was an agri- 
culturist ; and the fruits of the earth 
having repaid his labours, it was 
natural that he should present to the 
Lord a part of the blessing bestowed 
oh him. 

It is true, that in our seventh chap- 
ter of this division we have said that 
Cain evinced ingratitude towards the 
Lord, in not selecting the most pre- 
cious fruits as an offering to his 
Creator. Still the inferior quality of 
his present does not sufficiently 
prove his ingratitude; for agricul- 
ture, not horticulture, was his occu- 
pation. His crime must have been 
most serious to call forth the Divine 
reproof : "If thou doest well, wilt 
thou not be accepted i And if thou 
doest not well, sin lieth at the 
door." (Genesis iv. 7) We shall, 
therefore, endeavour more satisfac- 
torily to meet the question. Be- 
sides the cruelty of depriving any 
animal of life, and the possible habit 
of bloodshed, and indifference to 
suffering which frequent slaughter- 
ing may engender, the flesh of 
several animals, used as nourishment 
by man, may exercise a certain influ- 
ence on his moral character : As it 
is said : ** That ye pollute not your 
souls with every creeping reptile : 
Ye shall not soil yourselves with 
them," on ariDtOil. (Levit. xi. 41.) 
If the word DriDtO^I meant unclean, 
it would require a « ; and as that let- 
ter is omitted, it here means " to ren- 



der obtuse," or "to brjjitalize." Al- 
though, therefore, some kinds of ani« 
mal Heshare wholesome, yet,^o guard 
Adam and his immediate descendants 
from all its ill effects, animal food was 
prohibited to him and them. When 
Cain found that Adam abstained 
from eating the flesh of animals, and, 
like them, fed upon fruits and herbs, 
be came to the conclusion, that man 
and beast rank alike ; and that the 
former has no superiority over the lat- 
ter. This first error, confirmed by 
the impure inclinations of his heart, 
led him to the commbsion of many 
others. When, therefore, he pre- 
sented his offering he abstained from 
sacrificing an animal, which he did not 
think himself warranted to kill, as 
according to his opinion he was no- 
wise superior to the brute creation. 
A sacrifice presented with ideas so 
degrading to human dignity, so de- 
structive of virtue, morality, and 
religion, could not be acceptable to 
the Deity. Accordingly the Divine . 
reproof was addressed to him in the 
words of Sacred Writ: "Why art 
thou vexed, and why is thy look 
down- cast? Verily, if thou doest 
well, n>«m, thou wilt be exalted; 
but if thou doest not well, sin 
crouches at the door." The mean- 
ing is : It is true that man is com- 
posed of animal, as well as intellec- 
tual i)ortions. If thou doest well, 
so that thy intellectual powers pre- 
vail, thou wilt discover thy supe- 
riority over all other animals ; but 
if thou doest not well, and permit- 
test thy animal desires to gain the 
ascendancy, the fault is thine own, 
and thou reducest thyself to a level 
with the brute. Cain, however, 
persisted in his pernicious error : 
He hated his brother, because he 
was envious of the superior favour 
bestowed on a sacrifice of animals, 
which, according to his opinion, was 
an unjustifiable deed. And his 
hatred tempted him to the following 
manner of reasoning : " If thou, Abel, 
having no right to kill thy lellow- 
creature, dost, nevertheless, find 
favour in the eyes of the Supreme 
Being, when it suits thy purpose to 
sacrifice an innocent lamb, why may 
not I immolate thee, who art no 
better than the animal thou hast 
offered ?" Accordingly, ** Cain arose 
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against his brother Abel, and slew 
him." And even after the Divine 
denunciation, notwithstanding the 
pangs of conscience, and the terrors 
of remorse, which haunt the blood* 
stained murderer, he still persevered 
in his mischievous opinion, that 
man and beast are on a level, that 
both perish alike, and that the intel- 
lectual soul of man gives him no 
superiority over the brute creation. 
This tenet he promulgated among 
his descendants ; and it was genersd 
on earth until the birth of Seth, who 
felt and acknowledged his supe- 
riority as a man, and whom Holy 
Writ declares to have been born in 
the shape and likeness of Adam, 
that is to say, knowing that he was 
in the likeness of the superior intel- 
ligences, because, like them, he has 
a purpose peculiar to his idiosyn- 
crasy. The pernicious error of Caia 
still continued prevalent ; and even 
at the present day, it is still enter- 
tained by many ; for, unfortunately, 
we see but too often that avarice, 
ambition, and lust of power, cause 
the slaughter of thousands, as if the 
life of man were of no greater value 
than that of beasts. The few, who 
with Seth duly appreciate the dignity 
of man, resist the promptings of 
their evil passions, and devote 
themselves in love and humility to 
the purpose assigned to them by 
their Creator. 

The better judgment of Seth was, 
however, not generally received even 
by the mass of his own descendants ; 
and, with the exception of some few 
illustrious and heaven-inspired indi- 
viduals, the bulk of mankind ad- 
hered to the <lestructive tenets of 
Cain. The consequence was, that 
violence and brutality increased 
amongst men, who, copying the 
ferocious hahits of brutes, oppressed 
and crushed those who were too 
weak to resist or defend themselves, 
until at last their evil deeds so com^ 
pletely debased humanity, that Di- 
vine jusiice immersed the corrupt 
race in the waters of the deluge. 
Noah, and his family, (and the ani- 
mals to which he had given shelter 
in the ark,). were all that Divine 
n^ercy permitted to survive the awful 
visitation ; and when they left their 
asylum, it pleased an All-meccifulGod 



effectually to guard them from a 
relapse into the poisonous opinions 
whice had caused the destruction of 
the antediluvian world. When Noah, 
who was duly impressed with the 
superior dignity of man, above all 
other animals, in order to express 
his gratitude to his Great Preserver, 
brought an offering of animals, it 
was graciously received: As it is 
said, "And the Lord smelled the 
pleasant odour;'' and inunediately 
afterwards the permission was. 

granted to man to kill animals for 
is food : As it is said, " Like grass 
and herbs have I given all to you." 
(Genesis ix. 3.) This permission is, 
however, followed by the strict in- 
junction, not to shed human blood, 
distinctly marking the superiority of 
man : For while all the beasts of the 
earth are placed at the disposal of 
man, in order to supply his wants, 
he is strictly commanded to respect 
the dignity of his fellow- man, be- 
cause " man is made in the image of 
God," (Genesis ix. 6,) gifted with an 
intellectual soul, and with an indivi- 
dual purpose. Thus it appears perfectly 
consistent, that what was prohibited 
to Adam should be permitted to 
Noah. 

When the law was given to the * 
Israelites, its principles, spirit, and 
tendency, were evidently founded on 
the great truth, that man is at the 
head of the terrestrial creation, and 
infinitely superior to mere animalis. 
There, consequently, could be no 
fear that the observers of this law 
could ever adopt the opinion of 
Cain. Therefore, the flesh of some 
animals was permitted as nutritious 
and healthy, while that of many 
others was prohibited as exercising 
a pernicious influence on the quali- 
ties of man. Thus it is made the. 
duty of every man who feeds on 
flesh to remember, that as he is su- 
perior to brute beasts, (on which 
superiority alone his right to feed 
on them is founded,) it behoves him 
to vindicate the dignity of his spe- 
cies, by subjugating those animal 
passions and propensities, the in. 
dulgence of which sink him to a 
level with the subordinate animals. 
This investigation likewise proves, 
that a certain observance may at one ^ 
time be prohibited, and subse* 
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quently pennitted, and vice versd j 
and tliat it, consequently, is possible 
that Divine laws may in their minor 
and temporal enactments become 
subject to alteration, as the wisdom 
of the Most High may dictate. Nor 
have we any proof to the contrary 



in the words of the law. Our next 
care will be to investigate which are 
the commands of the law that may 
become subject to modification; 
which with the help of God we shall 
do in this division of our work 
(To be continued.) 



IV. THE DAILY SERVICE IN THE ^ECOND TEMPLE AT 
JERUSALEM. 

FBOM THE illll^il ^1D, BY R. SALOM COHBN. 

Emtracted from the tD^Mi^M >^13^ an Hebrew periodical, published at 
Vienna, for 5581, (1821,) p. 38. 
(^Continued from page 316.) 

proceeded to the receptacle for lambs. 



THE BfOENINO 8EEVICB. 

At break of dawn, as soon as ob- 
jects could be distinguished at a cer- 
tain distance,* the captain of the 
temple caused one of his officers to 
proclaim aloud, " Priests, come to 
your service ! Levites, prepare for 
your duties ! Israelites, occupy your 
station!" Every man, thus sum- 
moned, instantly went to his appoint- 
ed place, and the service of the 
morning commenced in the follow- 
ing order :— 

The Priests wash their hands and 
feet. 

A Priest enters the temple with 
* profound veneration; goes into the 
holy, II takes the broom which lay 
in a golden dish, and sweeps toge- 
ther the ashes on the altar from the 
censer which had been placed there 
on the preceding evening. He then 
performs his prayers, and, gathering 
the ashes, he withdraws backwards, 
in order not to turn his back on the 
Most Holy, 'and leaves the interior 
of the temple. 

Another Priest brings two logs of 
wood, and places them on the burn- 
ing pile on the great sdtar of bumt- 
ofierings. 

Another Priest has, in the interim, 

* As it was unlawfal to immolate the 
morning sacrifice before day-break, a " Cap- 
tain of tbe time " was specially appointed, 
who carefully watched the coming dawn. 
For this purpose he caused come Priests to 
mount the barbican of the temple, who, as 
soon as they could recognise the priestly 
city of Hebron, (which lay high on a moun- 
tain to the east of Jerusalem,) called out, 
''The morning is so light that we can see 
Hebron." 

Jl Vide Hebrew Review, page 172. 



(where those intended for sacrifices 
were kept four days before they were 
offered,) and brings a yearling lamb, 
bound, to the slaughtering-place at 
the northern side of the altar, where 
all burnt-offerings, as the most holy 
sacrifices, were slaughtered ; (the 
sacrifices of a lower degree could be 
killed in any part of the court ;) the 
" Statibn-men " then laid their hands 
on the lamb; a Priest approaches, 
turns its head to the west of the 
temple, and slaughters it. Another 
Priest approaches with a basin, and 
receives the blood, which he con- 
stantly stirs, in order that it may 
not coagulate, but ma^, at the pro- 
per time, be fit for sprmkling. 

After the lamb had been sacri- 
ficed, the Priests prepared to offer 
incense. The ingredients and burn- 
ing coals were brought in costly ves- 
sels, and placed ready at hand. The 
Priests, who by lot had been appoint- 
ed to perform the sacred office, enter 
the temple and the Holy. During 
their procession, a little bell is rung 
in the outer court, as a signal to the 
people there assembled, who com- 
mence their prayers. A Priest takes 
the censer from the altar, and goes 
out of the temple backwards. As 
soon as he enters the court, another 
Priest takes the blood of the lamb, 
— which till then had been continual- 
ly stirred, — and begins to Fprinkle. 
He commences at the foot of the 
altar at the east, goes to the north, 
then to the west ; and, having closed 
his round at the south, pours the 
remainder of the blood into a gutter 
placed at the foot of the altar. 
Another Priest next extinguishes 
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iiveout of the seven lights of the gold- 
en candlestick in the Holy. Another 
enters, places the censer with burn- 
ing coals on the altar of incense, 
performs his prayer, bows, and with- 
draws. The Priest who is appointed 
to offer the incense then enters, takes 
the censer from the altar, and gives 
it to the Priest who had extin^^uished 
the five lamps. He holds it while 
the former puts the incense on the 
coals; then takes, the censer, and 
offers the incense and his own prayers 
with profound devotion. As soon as 
he has concluded, he bows and with- 
draws. The Priest who had previously 
extinguished five of the lamps, now 
likewise puts out the remaining two, 
and is the last who leaves the Hol^. 

The lamb which has been sacri- 
ficed is then flayed, the entrails are 
taken out and washed, and the car- 
case cut up. The former are placed 
in a dish, the latter on a marble slab, 
and both are salted. The meat-offer- 
ing is next prepared. This consisted 
of a certain quantity of the ^nest 
flour, mixed with a measure of the 
best oil, and strewed with incens?. 
The drink-offering is then got ready, 
consisting of a certain measure of 
wine, which is brought out in a 
splendid golden flagon. All this was 
done in the interval between day- 
break and sun-rise. 

When the sun has risen, the sacri- 
fices are carried to the altar of burnt- 
offerings by nine Priests, each of 
whom bears the piece apportioned 
to him by lot. These Priests form a 
regular procession, and exhibit the 
various offerings, by holding them 
up in sight of the assembled people, 
who then pronounce the Kertath 
Schmana* The sacrifices are then 
received by other Priests, and placed 
on the burning pile, where they are 
consumed. A Priest then ascends 
to the altar, takes the meat offering, 
(which has already been described,) 
strews it with salt and incense, takes 
a handful thereof, and throws it into 
the flames, retaining the rest as his 
perquisite. He is succeeded bv ano- 
ther Priest, with the twelve cakes of 



the High Priest, on which he strews 
salt, and throws them in the fire. 
Lastly, a Priest approaches with the 
drink-offering of wine in a golden 
flagon. He mounts the altar, and 
pours the wine into a silver ewer, 
through a hole, in the bottom of 
which it runs down the foot of the 
altar into the brook Kedron. 

Immediately afterwards, twelve 
Levites, accompanied by instrumental 
music, chant the psalm appropriated 
to the service of the day, and two 
Priests blow the silver trumpets. 

This is followed by the priestly 
benediction, which, in the second 
temple, was preceded and followed 
by short prayers. This concluded 
the regular morning-service. If any 
additional public or private sacrifices 
were offered, it was done immedi- 
ately after the regular morning ser- 
vice was closed. 



EVENING SERVICE. 

At three o'clock in the afternoon, 
another yearling lamb was sacrificed, 
under observance of the same order 
and ceremonies as have already been 
described. Meat-offerings, drink- 
offerings, and incense, accompanied 
this sacrifice, similar to those which 
were brought with the morning ser- 
vice. 

The seven lamps in the golden 
candlestick were then lighted, and 
burnt till morning. > 

The afternoon sacrifice was kept , 
burning, on a moderate fire, through- 
out the whole night. At sun-set, the 
Keriath'Schmang was again pronounc- 
ed, and the evening prayers read. • 

The Levites cleansed the utensils, 
and placed every thing in due order 
for tne service of the next day. They, 
together with the Priests and ** Sta- 
tion-men," awaited the arrival of 
their successors. Thus the daily 
service was continued without inter- 
ruption, even on the Sabbath and 
high holy days ; on which occasions, 
however, additional offerings and 
ceremonies took place. 



(,To be continued.) 
• Vide Hebrew Review, page 13. 
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V. ESSAY ON THE ANCIENT SCHOOLS OF THE ISRAELITES. 

PBOM THE &ni>n nnn: For 5582. (1822.) 

antiquity, and which, though flitting 



A HISTORY of the schools of the 
ancient Hebrews can only be offered 
to our readers in fragments and de- 
tached portions, as the sources from 
whence our information is derived 
are not only very scanty, but for- 
sake us when most we need their 
aid. We shall, however, submit 
such traditions as have preserved 
among our people a faint trace of 
their most ancient schools 

According to the pious legends of 
the Rabbies, the first schools are of 
a date anterior to the deluge. In 
these, both religion and the sciences 
were taugbt. At the head of these 
schools were Adam, Enoch, and 
Noah. Subsequently, Melchi-zedek 
became the founder of a school in 
Kiriath-Sepher, ** the city of books." 
Abraham is said to have been the 
disciple of Eber, and promulgated 
the learning of his tutor among the 
Chaldeans and Egyptians, who are 
said to be indebted to him for their 
knowledge of arithmetic and astro- 
nomy, — sciences in which the latter 
were subsequently more fuUy in- 
structed by his grandson Jacob. The 
Targum, or Paraphrase of Onkelos, 
renders the words, " And Jacob was 
CDn W»H, a perfect man, who dwelt 
in tents;" (Gen. xxv. 27 ;) by, " Ja- 
cob was a perfect man, who studied 
in the schools." In these schools, 
Shem and Eber, according to the 
Rabbles, were the principal tutors. 

We will here collect such details 
respecting these tutors as are pre- 
served in the Talmud and the Me- 
drashim. However imperfect and 
even improbable, they nevertheless 
afford the only gleams of light which 
penetrate the obscurity of remotest 



and uncertain, still, in some dej^ree, 
illumine the earliest annals of human 
civilization. 

SHBJf. 

NiNETY-BiOHT ycaTs before the 
deluge, this son of Noah was bom. 
His father instructed him in the es- 
sential principles of religion, which 
he again promulgated among his 
descendants and pupils. For this 
purpose he erected a school on 
Mount Tabor. 

According to the Rabbinical le- 
gends, Shem is identical with Mel- 
chi-zedek. Abraham was one of his 
disciples. The ceremonies which he 
observed at his sacrifices had been 
communicated to him by his tutor ; 
who also taught jurisprudence and 
astronomy in nis academy. Metho- 
dius considers him as the inventor 
of astrology. • Nay, he is even by 
some held up as the first of mon- 
archs and founders of cities. It is 
said that Ceuta in Africa, Salerno i| 
in Italy, and Salem in India, were 
built by him. 

* Scipio Sgambati in Lis work entitled, 
'f^rchivorum Fieteris Tettatnenti, seu de 
Scriptorihus Hebraicis,** asserts that Shem 
was the anthor of a treatise on medicine, 
of which a mannscript in Hebrew was pre- 
served in the libraiy of the then (1600) 
Elector of Bavaria. 

li The singnlar and improbable idea that 
Shem is the founder of Salerno has, how- 
ever, been adopted in the religions worship 
of that city. In a missal of the chnrch at 
Salerno, the following stanza is inserted, to 
be snng on certain feast-days : — 

" O Sal&mum, civitas TiobiUSf 
Quamftmdavit Sem, NoefertUis.** 

{To he cfmtinued.) 



NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
A LEARNED Correspondent, whose signature is J. C, requests us to fur- 
nish him with some biographical account of R. Joseph Albo, the author of 
Sepher Ikkarim. We confess our acquaintance with this great man's life is 
most scanty. All that we know of him is, that he was born at Soria, resided 
at Saragossa, and was present at a great theological conference held with 
Bishop Hieronymus in the year 1412. Should any of our readers be able 
to furnish us with a more detailed account, we shall feel obliged to them. 
London :^Printed by Jamsc Nichols^ 46, Hoxton-Square. 
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I. ON THE CHARACTERISTIC TRAITS IN THE COUNTENANCE 
AND BEARING OF NATIONS, ARISING FROM MORAL 
CAUSES. 

(Concluded from page Z26.) 



For illustrating the proposition 
we had undertaken to discuss, it 
was necessary to trace the Israelites 
throughout their history. This has 
been done, however, to no greater 
extent than was requisite for deve- 
loping the subject; and we shall 
pursue the same .course bv taking an 
equallv rapid view of that part of 
their history which remains to be 
noticed. 

"Though the captivitv may be said 
to have terminated at the end of the 
seventy years foretold by Jeremiah, 
yet, independence did not succeed to 
It; oil the contrary, except during 
the period of the Maccabees, the 
nation from the time of the destruc 
tion of the first temple down to the 
present period has always been un« 
der foreign sway. 

If the prediction of Jacobs" The 
sceptre shall not depart from Judah, 
nor a lawgiver from between his 
feet, until Shiloh come; and unto 
him shall the gathering of the people 
be," is to be understood as referring 
to a temporal authority : That autho- 
rity ceased with Zedekiah, the last 
king of the house of Judah, and eveq 
he was tributary to the king of Ba- 
bylon. If the Maccabees be cited as 
instances of native princes having 
reigned over the Israelites since Ze- 
dekiah's time, this would not alter 
the case, for the Maccabees were 
of the tribe of Levi and not of 
Judah. 

We consider that the prediction 
just quoted alludes to the spiritual 
authority contained in the Divine 
laws ; in support of which opinion 
maybe quoted Psalm Ix. 6, 7 : "God 
hath spoken in his holiness ; I will 



rejoice, I will divide Shechem, and 
mete out the valley'of Suc^oth. Gilead 
is mine, and Manasseh is mine; 
Ephraim also is the strength of mine 
head; and Judah is my lawgiver." 
And existing circumstances do in a 
most remarkable manner confirm 
this view of it. Though the tribes 
of Judah and Benjamin are under- 
stood to constitute the whole body 
' of the Israelites of the present day, 
it would be difficult to point out in- 
dividuals among them as belonging 
certainly to the tribe of Benjamin^ 
whilst there exists no doubt in the 
minds of the Israelites themselves as 
to those that belong to the tribe of 
Judah. And as respects the other 
ten tribes, there is reason for be- 
lieving that many descendants of 
theirs are still among us ; for we find 
thaf Asa gathered all Judah and 
Benjamin, and the strangers with 
them out of Ephra,im and Manasseh, 
and out of Simeon ; for they fell to 
him out of Israel in abundance, 
when they saw that the Lord his 
God was with him." And the 
descendants of these were not in- 
volved in the fate of their brethren 
who were subsequently taken cap- 
tives by the Assyrian king and dis- 
tributed in the cities of the Medes ; 
but they participated .in the fate 
of the tribes of iJudah and Benja- 
min, who were afterwards taken to 
Babylon and its provinces. Thus, 
there may be among the body of 
Israelites of the present day several 
individuals of all the other eleven 
tribes, yet so merged in the predo- 
minating numbers of the tribe of 
Judah, that when allusion is now 
made to the Jews generally, that 
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tribe alone presents itself to our 
minds. 

Notwithstanding the vicissitudes 
the nation has undergone, the Divine 
laws, which we contend is the autho- 
rity alluded to under its proper sym- 
bol, the Sceptre, have been pre- 
served, and are at this day in the 
keeping of the Israelites, by whom, 
as we have shown, is to be under- 
stood the tribe of Jndah principally ; 
confirminff the prediction that a law- 
giver of that tribe should never be 
wanting. Nor do we understand 
the expression " until Shiloh come," 
as including that then the sceptre 
should depart, but that it rather 
bears' the construction, the Divine 
laws shall be preserved in the tribe 
of Judah until that remote period 
when it is said the beneficent pur- 

Soses of the Deity towards the whole 
uman race will be fully accom- 
plished ; and so far from the sceptre 
then departing from Judah, we have 
the authority of the Scriptures for 
believing the Divine laws are even 
then to be promulgated by these his 
servants.* Those laws, the opera- 
tion of which, as stated in the early 
part of our subject, are calculated 
to impress the most noble bearing 
and beneficent expression of coun- 
tenance on their observers, will be 
found, as we think we can show, to 
have exerted their influence in pro- 
ducing likewise those traits of an 
' unfavourable description which some, 
from prevailing prejudices, rather 
than from their own experience, have 
been too ready to assign as the cha- 
racteristics of many of the Israelites 
of the present day ; supporting in a 
most extraordinary way the proposi- 
tion we have laid down, that the 
laws, manners, and customs of a 
people exert a great influence on 
their external appearance. 

From the understood nature of 
the expression of countenance to 
which we have just alluded, it will 
at first view appear a little extraordi- 
nary to assert that the Divine laws 
should operate to produce two such 
very opposite effects ; and our read- 
ers, we imagine, will not be a little 
curious to learn how this apparently 



• Isaiali xi. 1, ff. 10; i,i. 6. i^^ go 
Zech. viii. 23, ? > > 



incongruous doctrine can be recon- 
ciled ; but a little patience on their 
part may satisfy them of the possi- 
Dility of solving their doubts upon 
it : For this purpose we must trace 
the Israelites through the weal and 
the woe of their destiny. It may 
then be perceived that the good 
traits they have been able to pre- 
serve in their character to the pre- 
sent time, is owing to their possess- 
ing the Divine laws, their love of 
them, their acknowledgment of 
their excellence, and their remarka- 
ble attachment to their religion. The 
almost miraculous preservation of 
this law may be truly considered the 
means by which the Deity fulfils his 
promise t5 them in tne words, 
" When thou passest through the 
waters I will be with thee; and 
through the rivers, they shall not 
overflow thee: When thou walkest 
through the fire, thou shalt not be 
burnt i neither shall the flame kindle 
upon thee." (Isaiah xliii. 2.) 

In order that our readers may 
more clearly comprehend the argu- 
ments we are urging, we must refer 
them again to the vast difference 
between human and Divine laws. 
The first are generally made to meet 
the local circumstances and interests 
of a certain people and country, 
embracing, however, some laws that 
are common to all civilized nations, 
and received by them as axioms in 
legislation ; such, for tinstance, as 
relate to the protection of life and 
property, and others to which it is 
unnecessary to allude. If you com- 
mit murder, you shall be put to death. 
If you rob, you shall undergo impri- 
sonment, receive stripes, or be ba- 
nished, &c. Here the fear of corpo- 
real punishment is made the instru- 
ment for deterring man from the 
commission of crimes. 

Now, not only are the same 
crimes denounced by the Divine 
laws, but, after undergoing the pe- 
nalty to be inflicted by his fellow- 
man for infringing the laws of the 
society to which he belongs, the cul- 
prit is still in the predicament of 
having offended a much higher 
power, for he has yet to make his 
peace with his God. If death has 
been the penalty incurred, and the 
criminal has been subjected to it, he 
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canndt suffer it again here ; it is clear, 
therefore, that he has to appear before 
the awful tribunal of his Maker in an- 
other life, to be there judged by Him. 

Besides, there are many commands 
and precepts in the Divine lawa 
which are not found in human laws ; 
because, were they even introduced 
there they could never reach the 
party who infringes then). We shall 
instance a few of such commands, to 
show the utter impracticability *of 
human laws being framed to any 
purpose in similar cases. 

** Thou shalt not hate thy brother 
in thy heart. Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself." " Thou shalt 
love the stranger that dwelleth with 
you as thyself." " And if thy bro- 
ther be waxen poor and fallen into 
decay with thee; then thou shalt 
relieve him; yea, though he be a 
stranger, or a sojourner, that he may 
live ^with thee." " If thou meet 
thine enemy's ox or his ass going 
astray, thou shalt surely bring it 
back to him again." " If thou seest 
the ass of him that hateth thee lying 
under his burthen, and wouldst for- 
bear to help him^ thou shalt surely 
help with him." The punishment 
for not observing these and similar 
commands, is reserved by the Sove- 
reign of the universe to himself, 
plainly enough intimating that he 
nas not delegated his authority to 
any one to search the human heart, 
or to legislate on points of vital im- 
portance toward promoting that love 
of peace, and of beneficent feelings 
among mankind, which are the main 
props for sustaining the whole frame 
of human society, on those principles 
which alone can render the human 
race the perfect and happy beings it 
was doubtless the beneficent purpose 
of their Creator they should be when 
he made man. 

Into whatever country they may 
have been thrown or wandered — 
whatever might be the* variety and 
defects of the laws of those coun- 
tries — however imperfect their 
moral codes, and absurd or cruel 
their religious doctrines and rites, 
the Israelites were guarded always 
against their evil effects by the 
possession of their perfect law on 
every one of those points. *' It is 
not hidden from. thee, neither is it 

2x 



afar off. It is not in heaven, that 
thou shoiildst say. Who shall go up 
for us to heaven, and bring it unto 
us, that we may hear and do it ? 
Neither is it beyond the sea, that 
thou should St say, Who shall go 
over the sea for us, and bring it 
unto us, that we may hear it and 
do it ? But the word is very nigh 
unto thee, in thy mouth, and in thy 
heart, that thou mayest do^ it." 
(Deut. XXX. 11-14.) 

To their own law in every country 
it has always been their bounden 
duty to pay implicit obedience — it is 
more dreadful for them to offend 
their God than man. And our 
readers must recollect that so far 
from their dispersion and sufferings 
having caused them to lay by that 
law, or to consider its statutes a dead 
letter, they have become more and 
more attached to it, and would be 
found constantly refusing obedience 
to the laws of any country in which^ 
they might be dwelling, if such 
laws were opposed to those entrusted 
by the Deity to their keeping. 

Our readers of other religious 
creeds would be struck with the 
solemn and affecting scene, presented 
in the house of prayer of the Is- 
raelites, on* that Sabbath when the 
portion of the Pentateuch is read, 
narrating the delivering of the law 
at Mount Sinai. On the reader of 
the service coming to the twentieth 
chapter of Exodus, containing the 
Ten Commandments, his modula- 
tion of that species of recitative in 
which the law is delivered, assumes 
a more solemn and impressive style 
than usual ; the whole congregation 
rise simultaneously, and in death- 
like silence listen to the sacred in- 
junctions. 

At such a moment, it is impossible 
for a true Is^raelite to keep his heart 
from throbbing violently and his 
feelings from rising almost to suffo- 
cation. It brings to his mind the 
awful and momentous period of his 
history, when these same command- 
ments were delivered to the highly- 
favoured ■ ancestors of his nation — 
when a whole peo{)le (entering into a 
mutual compact with their God) pro- 
mise to serve him faithfully, and He 
vouchsafing to declare that they 
shall be his peculiar people, they seem 
2 
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again to stand before Him as at 
Sinai, and to hear again his dread but 
beneficent commands. The people 
now hearing those commands re- 
peated to them are the descendants 
of the same people who first re- 
ceived them, and of those who, for 
thousands of years since, have heard 
them delivered to them every year. 
Do we require any thing more to 
explain how this law came to be so 
deeply engraven on their hearts, 
and Its precepts to be constantly 
present to their minds? Having 
satisfactorily ascertained this, we 
proceed to its application to our 
subject. 

The sense of their dependence on 
the will of other nations is affect- 
ingly exhibited in Nehemiah's la- 
ment. ** Behold," he says, ** we are 
servants this day, and for the land 
that thou gavest unto our fathers to 
eat the fruit thereof and the good 
thereof. Behold, we are servants in 
it, and it yieldeth much increase 
unto the kings whom thou hast set 
over us because .of our sins ; also 
they have dominion over our bodies, 
and over our cattle, at their pleasure, 
and we are in great distress." 

The struggles, however, that were 
then taking place between«the Greeks 
and Persians, in which the latter 
suffered dreadfully, must have occa- 
sioned the rigour of the Persian 
Government over the Israelites to 
be relaxed, especially after the vic- 
tory obtained at Cnidos, by Conon 
the Athenian general, when, by the 
treaty entered into with the Grecian 
States, it became of importance to 
Persia to secure the fidelity of the 
Israelites, whose city, Jerusalem, 
was now in a measure a frontier 
town between the Grecian States 
and the Persian Empire : And the 
Jews subsequently evinced their 
sense of the lenient treatment which 
they experienced, and the confidence 
placed in them, by faithfully adhering 
to the Persian monarchy and re- 
fusing to join* Alexander the ^Great 
in his attack upon it. 

In the enjoyment of peace them- 
selves, whilst the struggle for empire 
was c&nyin^ on around them, they 
kept increasmg in numbers and opu- 
lence ; for, by means of their bre- 
thren settled in the cities and pro- 



vinces of Babylon, and Jof those that 
had removed to Egypt, together 
with the favourable position of their 
country, they must have carried on 
an extensive and lucrative com- 
merce, as we know of no other 
means by which they could have 
attained to that wealth and prospe- 
rity thev very soon after exhibitea. 

We snail advert here to a circum- 
stance of great importance, which, 
whilst it most probably contributed 
to preserve the nation from ever 
after abandoning the worship of the 
true God, and served to bind them 
closer together, it may likewise have 
produced the surely unexpected and 
undesirable effect of subsequently 
engendering feelings that were not 
only irreconcilable with the tenets 
of their religion, but diametrically 
opposed to its beneficent precepts. 

The dread of falling again into 
idolatry, added to the mortifications 
and sufferings they had experienced 
since the loss of their independence, 
occasioned the rulers and heads of 
the nation to exact a more rigid ob- 
servance of the ordinances of the 
law than had ever been done before, 
and even to add to it many observ- 
ances as fences to guard and secure it. 

Their disgust at every other reli- 
gion grew the stronger, the more 
satisfied they became of the purity 
and excellence of their own. This 
induced in them a rather contemptu- 
ous feeling towards persons and na- 
tions not so well instructed on that 
point as themselves, and it undoubt- 
edlv first gave rise to that dislike 
ana hatred they themselves \ex- 
perienced afterwards from other na- 
tions. The feeling of contempt on 
their parts had its origin in that 
pride of the human heart so fre- 
(juently and energetically denounced 
in their law and other sacred writ- 
ings : Had they, oh the contrary, 
foUowed the beneficent spirit of that 
law, and fully understood the tend- 
ency of their other writings, they 
would have deemed it their duty to 
behold with commiseration, instead 
of pride and contei];ipt, the less- 
instructed children of the same Al- 
mighty Father of all. Their pro- 
phets had told them, that He looked 
with pity on his benighted creatures ; 
and surely his own people ought not 
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to have despised what he loved. To 
this fatal fault, we apprehend, many 
of their subsequent sufferings may 
be traced. 

Alexander the Great, having over- 
thrown the Persian monarchy, ap- 
pears to have entertained a great 
regard for the Jews ; doubtless, be- 
cause his sound discrimination and 
philosophical education under Aris- 
totle enabled him at once to per- 
ceive and appreciate the superior 
purity and truth of the Jewish reli- 
gion over the Grecian m^rthology, 
but which he dared not insist upon 
his people's adopting. 

The Jews from this period begin 
to grow into notice and importance 
in the history of the times, and their 
constant and intimate intercourse 
with Grecians, Persians, and even 
Indians tinged them With the re- 
spective systems of philosophy of 
those people, and led them to adopt 
many of their nianners and customs, 
without, however, altering their no- 
tions on religious points : Those 
demonstrations ef a predeliction to 
imitate other nations laid the foun- 
dation for great dissensions after- 
wards among the Jews themselves, 
for the more rigid observers of the 
law, taking the alarm, dreaded, and 
most probably with reason then, 
that it would lead at last to their 
people embracing the worship of the 
Greeks, which, we must recollect, 
was free from those cruel rites that 
of themselves would have proved a 
sufficient barrier against their being 
adopted by the Israelite, had they 
formed part of the Grecian religion. 

The means adopted, however, for 
preventing the apprehended result, 
may have been injudicious and, pro- 
bably, even led to some unhappy 
effects. The party who dreaded the 
subversion of their religion may 
have considered it proper to assume 
an austere exterior — to make an open 
and ostentatious display of devotion — 
and to practise the minutest observ- 
ances of their religion ; — but they 
may have neglected, at the same 
time, to observe and practise those 
great and more important commands 
of the law, enforcing peace and good- 
will among all mankind, and more 
especially towards their own bre- 
thren. It may have escaped them. 



that pride of heart was denounced, 
and that lip-service was an abomina- 
tion to their God. Need we quote 
the innumerable passages in the 
Sacred Writings themselves *. that 
too plainly indicate what were the 
sins of our forefathers, or, shall we 
cast a veil over them ? We fear that 
in too many cases the ceremonials 
were more observed than those great 
precepts of our religion, through 
the practice of whicn alone could 
the purposes of the Beity be accom- 
plisned by Israelites as his instru- 
ments ; for, to the truly devout, and; 
at the same time, strict observers of 
all the forms, rites, and ceremonies 
of our holy religion, it must be 
ouite evident that if, as they cannot 
deny, we are appointed to be a king- 
dom of priests to the Alost High, 
our office cannot be taken to consist 
in merely performing the ceremo- 
nials of our religion, but does un- 
doubtedly imply a strict observance 
of all its beneficent statutes. The 
history of the Israelites of those 
times shows too clearly, that, thoiigh 
they did not worship idols, their 
conduct in other respects was un- 
happily calculated to bring a re- 
proach on their religion ; so dread- 
fully are we poor mortals dpt to err 
and mistake our path ! 

For this, it is to be presumed, 
were our forefathers punished ; for 
had they not sinned, we are bound 
to believe, our God would not have 
subjected them to so many miseries 
they then experienced, nor have 
subsequently exposed them to the 
merciless cruelties of their oppres- 
sors. 

Let us for a moment consider 
what miffht have been the effect if, 
even at the time of the Maccabees, 
the nation, firm in their determina- 
tion to die or to become free, but, 
considering that both life and free- 
dom were desirable only as each 
might be put to good and worthy 
purposes, had looked closely into 
their religion, and, perceiving the 
high purposes for which they had 
had been selected by the Deity, 
instead of disdaining other na- 
tions, they had discovered, on 
the contr£^, that it was their 
bounden duty to endeavour by mild 
means, sound reasonings, and above 
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r1], by a uniform and consistent 
practice of the beneficent precepts of 
the religion they professea so much 
to admire, to bring the uninstructed 
to understand its tendency, and the 
sublime truths it involves ? Might 
it not be presumed, that, acting thus 
in conformity with their mission, 
they would have experienced the 
favour and support of their God« 
and attaining again the important 
and imposing position they once 
held among the nations, they would 
have influenced greatly and benefici- 
Sllly the destinies of the rest of man- 
kind, not by the force of arms, but 
by means more appropriate to the 
office to which they had been ap- 
pointed — meekness — reason — and 
goodness ? 

Unhappily that course was not 
adopted towards strangers ; and the 
animosities of the several parties 
that had arisen among the Jews 
themselves, reached so great a 
height, that crimes too horrible to 
relate were committed, and in the 
very temple itself. We must not 
condemn the whole nation for this 
conduct : The actors in those scenes 
were comparatively few in number ; 
the people, however, as in all simi- 
lar cases,*, were the greatest suf- 
ferers. , 

At the destruction of the second 
temple, and subsequently, in the 
several countries to which they, were 
dragged as slaves, as well as in those 
where they had been settled long 
before the fall of their country, the 
people suffered dreadfully from the 
hatred that had been encouraged 
against them, arising, most probably, 
from the causes already assigned, 
and from the obstinate, if not cou- 
rageous, resistance. they had offered 
to the Romans. Notwithstanding 
the immense numbers that had been 
cruelly put to death, they are not 
long after foimd in a comparatively 
flourishing state ; and repeatedly un- 
dergoing several changes in their con- 
dition and fortunes, we find they 
had, at length, attained to such de- 
gree of prosperity and consideration, 
all over the world, as to render that 
period in their historv deserving of 
being denominated tneir "golden 
age." — " Every where they are seen 
not only pursuing unmolested their . 



lucrative and enterprising traffic ; 
not merely merchants of splendour 
and opulence, but suddenlv admi- 
nistering the finances of Cfhristian 
and Mahomedan kingdoms; and 
travelling as ambassadors between 
mighty Sovereigns." — That prosper- 
ous state was of different duration in 
different parts of the world ; but it 
was too soon succeeded every where 
by an age, which, for its contrast to 
that we have just noticed, might 
justly be called their " iron aj2;c," of 
much longer duration than the hap- 
pier era. 

It would lead us too far to enter 
into the various « causes that have 
been assigned for the dreadful 
change the Jews underwent in their 
condition : The details are to be 
found written in their blood, in the 
histories of the several countries 
they inhabited. That they had 
faults, we may confess ; but surely 
no one at this day will stand up and 
say they were such as to merit the 
cruelties and oppressions practised 
upon them for ages. — ^Willingly 
would we have passed over this me- 
lancholy portion of their history,* 
were it not that it is too much con- 
nected with those traits in their 
countenance and bearing which are 
the immediate purport of our writ- 
ing. 

The great change in the aspect of 
the world, produced by the over- 
throw of the Roman Empire by the 
northern hordes, had as much effect 
on the fortunes of the Jewish people 
ultimately as on any other nation. 
The great fiarons and Chiefs became 
the sole lords of all the lands; 
whilst the inhabitants of the coun- 
tries they had conouered were made 
slaves or serfs. Though we have 
no evidence that the Jews generally - 
were reduced to the same abject 
state, owing probably to their not 
being found settled on the lands,- 
they in the end came to suffer more • 
than others from the proud and bar- 
barous conquerors. For having in- 
progress of time lent them large sums 
of monev on mortgage upon their - 
estates, the powerfid debtors, unable 
or unwilling otherwise to settle the 
claims against them, found the easy 
way of discharging them by pillag- 
ing the Jews of what other property > 
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they had, massacring and banish- 
ing them from their territories. 

The Jews had been amply indem- 
nified for not being allowed to hold 
lands themselves by following com> 
merce, appljring themselves to the 
study of the sciences and other 
learning, (of which they appeared at 
one time to be the exclusive possess- 
ors in Europe,) practising medicine, 
^&c., all which could not fail to dis- 
tinguish them favourably in the so- 
cial system ; and during that period 
we cannot certainlv imagine them 
marked by an ignoble mien or car- 
riage : But, from whatever causes it 
arose, those resources for supporting 
the dignity of their nature were ra- 
pidly taken from them.— Oppression 
and cruelties of every kind were 
practised against them, whilst re- 
strictions upon their industry and 
talents were multiplied everywhere to 
such a degree as to drive tne great- 
er number to the most miser.able 
shifts to maintain themselves and 
their families. Contempt and hatred 
were now superadded to the long 
list of cruelties and injustice that 
had been heaped upon them. And 
we are now arrived at that period in 
their history when the defects so 
much complained of, as being their 
characteristic traits, may be fairly 
traced to the ill treatment and worse 
laws which were in force against 
them, in almost every country where 
the unfortunates were sojourners. 
Would it be fair under such circum- 
stances to judge the moral conduct 
and appearance of a people ? Would 
not the humane and candid ascribe 
the defects complained of to the 
parties who were the real causes of 
them ; and, regretting that a single 
instance of those enactments of a 
barbarous age should still be found 
in operation anywhere against this 
interesting people, would not only 
desire, but join heartily, to have 
them abolished, and, if possible, to 
obliterate the recollection that they 
ever existed ? 

But if there should be any, who, 
still deaf to the cries of humanity, 
wish to see perpetuated the oppres- 
sions, disabilities, and unmerited 
opprobrium under which the Israel- 
ites have so long groaned ; and see- 
ing the shifts to which many of 



them are unfortunately apt to resort 
for acquiring a mors^el of bread for 
their starving families; and whilst 
practising mean, unworthy, and 
sometimes dishonest- methods, for 
procuring the bitter morsel, they are 
observed to have a downcast look 
and crouching carriage; let not such 
ungenerous persons triumphantly 
exclaim, *' See what a low and mean 
countenance is here, the marks of 
conscious guilt that cannot look you 
in the face ! " — Let such know that 
the conscience of the Israelite ac- 
quits him, in a great measure, to- 
wards his oppressor ; but he is at 
that moment accusing himself of 
acting contrary to his law — that law 
which is graven on his heart, and is 
ever present to his mind, is occasion- 
ing his breast to be tortured at 
being driven to commit actions so 
unworthy of a professor of a religion 
that teaches far better things. The 
considerate and humane man of 
every persuasion will imagine what 
are the feelings of a being reared 
from his infancy in such a code of 
moral and religious laws as those of 
the Israelites, whilst, acting from 
dire necessity in a manner so con-* 
trary to the dictates of his own con- 
science, (for he can never divest him- 
self of a sense of its impropriety, and 
putting on a reckless bearing, set all 
laws human and Divine at defiance,) 
he degrades himself and brings a re- 
proach on the religion for which he 
would be ready to lay down his life. 
No infliction on the body by the rack 
can equal that produced by this com- 
pulsory resort to unworthy conduct, 
on the mind of its victim. 

An Israelite of the lowest £ast has 
naturally an aspiration after the most 
noble attainments of his nature. — It 
cannot be otherwise when the mean- 
est among them knows, that it is for- 
tune only that places him below the 
wealthiest and proudest of his fellow- 
men — In the eye of his God he 
knows he is equal to any, for he has 
a portion in the high and noble des- 
tiny of his people. How bitter, then, 
must be his feelings when thus shut 
out from exercising the noblest at- 
tributes of his nature, and which his 
very religion teaches him it behoves 
him above all other people to culti. 
rate, cherish, and practise T It proves 
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how wonderfully hii law oroMrres 
bini» tmong 00 many trials^ from 
the commiasion of any ffreat Crimea, 
and from being worse than he is. 

Bat whilst we offer this excuse 
for him we regret likewise, that the 
love of his law, and his desire to 
serve his Ood, do not always, and 
in every case, and nnder every cir- 
cumstance fortify him against those 
assaults on his virtue. 

The past cannot be recalled — ^The 
present is ours; — and the future may 
DC so likewise, in some measure, 
through our exertions and the pow- 
erful mterposition of the Almighty. 
Oppressions and degradations nave 
greatly diminished ^everywhere. In 
this country they may be said to 
have nearly become extinct altoge- 
ther ; and we trust what remains of 
them may soon be obliterated from 



the code of every nation: — ^But if 
they should not, — or if they should 
ever again become as great and nu- 
merous as they were, unfortunately, 
at former periods, we raise our 
voices to implore, to supplicate our 
people to press the - precepts of their 
religion close to their hearts ;— to let 
nothing induce them to bring a re- 
proach upon it by acting contrary to 
the commands of then: God ; — ^to die 
rather than infringe any single one 
of the great principles it inculcates. — 
Let them abstain from all evil, — go- 
vern their passions, and let benevo- 
lence towards the whole human race 
reign supreme in their breasts. 

Let them do all these and rely 
upon their God, and they win find, 
that ''His hand is not shortened 
that he cannot help them when they 
call upon Him.** A. A. L. 



IL THE MISHNA 

rWM t\:3DD, Mescheth Aboth : "the ethics of thb fathebs." 

pa^ p. COMMBNTS BY NAPHTALI HIBT8 WBSSBLY. 

( Continued from page 328.) 

Sbammai laid, << Make thy law a settled appointment j say little and do muck ; and 
receive evety man dkeerfaUy." (I. zr.) 



CoMMBNTARY. Moke thy law a set- 
tied appointment— OvLT teacher uses 
^:ip to denote a something which is 
constant and settled; meaning to 
say," Let the law be thy constant and 
settled occupation.'* His intention 
is by no means to exclude those 
avocations which are altogether un- 
connected with the study of the law ; 
but, in recommendiDg us to keep 
the law, its commandments, and 
doctrines constantly present to our 
minds, he intimates that even our 
• every-day pursuits will become puri- 
fied, and will contribute to strengthen 
us in the observance of the law. 
For as a man putting up at an inn 
does not in that temporary dwelling 
find those domestic comforts which 
his own home affords, and there- 
fore shortens his stay as much as 
possible, in order to return with a 
new zest to his own fire-side; so 
likewise man, keeping constantly 
before his eyes the law of his God 
and its study, will, even while he is 
performing his necessary calling, 
be longing for the hour of contem- 



plation, and will discharge his social 
duties honestly and scrupulously, 
in order that his hours of reflection 
may not be interrupted by self, 
reproach. Accordingly Holy Writ 
tells ns, "And these words which I 
to-day command thee shall be on 
thy heart;" (Dent. ;) that is 

to say. The first place in thy heart 
and mind is due to the law of thy 
Creator : All thy other occupations 
are but accessory to that which is de- 
signed to be constantly before thine 
eyes. 

Say (but) Utile and do much — Har- 
ing told us what ought to be our 
principal pursuit, our instructer 
follows it up, by giving us a most 
salutary counsel. It is generally the 
case that when men constantly and 
intensely reflect on a particular sub- 
ject, it is apt entirely to engross 
their conversation ; and while men 
are thinking and talking, they too 
often neglect to perform. Against 
this abuse our teacher cautions us, 
in these few but appropriate words r 
"Say little and do much." Say 
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little z Do not on every occasion^ 
proper or improper, in season or out 
of season, snow off thy acquaint- 
ance with and intense study of the 
law, lest thou be justly accused of 
vain-glory and of hypocrisy. But 
do much. Teach by example, more 
than by precept. Obey the law, 
perform its commandments, and 
practise the virtues it enjoins, si- 
lently, without calling the attention 
of men to thy piety and worth ; and 
when the season for exertion ar- 
rives, let thy deeds ever exceed thy 
words. 

Receive every man cheerfully — Hav- 
ing thus impressed upon our mind, 
that the law of God is to be our 
constant occupation ; and having 
cautioned us against permitting 
words to supersede deeds in our 
performance of the duties it enjoins; 
our teacher proceeds to warn us 
against another error incidental to 
human nature. It is but too often 
the case, that men whose minds are 
fixed on any important subject of 
meditation, grow careless to what 
surrounds them. Absorbed by the 
intensity of their own reflections, 
they cannot brook interruption, and 
consider every attempt to engage 



their attention as an intrusion which 
they repel either by word or look. 
Such, however, must not be the 
case with him whose meditations 
are fixed on God's holy law: He 
must recollect, that it is not for 
himself alone that his mind is 
thus occupied; that the princi- 
pal intention for his studying the 
law and obeying its command- 
ments is, that he may fairly acquit 
himself of his duties towards 
his fellow-men : To love them, is 
one of the principal commands of 
the la\^ This love is not to be con- 
fined to thought or idea alone, but 
is to be actively evinced whenever oc- 
casion offers. However deeply, there- 
fore, thy mind is engaged in study and 
contemplation, however profoundly 
absorbed in meditation, still " re- 
ceive every man cheerfully.*' What- 
ever his creed or nation, whatever 
his rank or station, he is a man, he is 
thy brother; therefore receive him 
cheerfully, and regret not his pre- 
sence as a loss of time, and as the 
cause which diverts thee from thy 
important pursuit: For, however 
important that pursuit may be, still 
all men without exception have a 
claim on thy kindness. 



Rabbi SimeoiJ, the son of Gamaliel, said, " All my days ^n'^ian I have gtovm. up (or 
been reared) among the wise, but have found nothing more salutary for the body than 
silence. The primary object is not trnon the giving of precepts, but it is nWOTI the 
practical example ; and much talk produces sin." 

Commentary. All my days I have 1 have found nothing more salutary: 
grown up (or been reared) among the for the body than silence — Our 
wise— The word "»ni'i:iil, (which we teacher here uses the word Jqub for 



translate to **grow up, or to be 
reared/*) derived from the root V^i:; 
** to grow large," is generally ap- 
plied to children only. Our teacher, 
however, though grown to man's 
estate and even to advanced age, still 
uses the word in order to impress on 
us the important truth, that man's 
education is not confined to the pe- 
riod of his growth and progress 
from infancv to manhood ; but that 
throughout his whole life-time he is 
not only susceptible of further im- 
provement or education, but that 
until the hour of his death he ac- 
tually does continue to be reared for 
future good or evil according to 
the associations and impressions by 
which he is influenced. 



the body, in order to impress on our 
minds, that in worldly affairs and in 
our intercourse with mankind, si- 
lence, the virtue of speaking only 
in proper season and strictly to the 
purpose, is of the utmost import- 
ance. And as abstaining from need-- 
less and incautious words is most 
ssdutary, the reverse must naturally 
be pernicious. This is a general rule 
to be observed in all worldly matters. 
The primary object is not W'^IDTlthe 
giving of precepts, but Jltt^i^Dtl the 
practical example — In religious mat- 
ters, however, it is our duty to speak,. 
to exhort, and to instruct. But, 
even in these, our teacher takes care 
to tell us that it is not precent alone 
which works beneficially on the mul- 
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titude, but that practice operates far 
more powerfully and efficaciously; 
that therefore, however eloquent 
a teacher may be, however persua- 
sive his accents, or irresistible his 
appeal, let him not consider these 
gifti as primary means of instruct, 
ing his flock, but let him recollect, 
that where words fail deeds tell, 
and that one bright and practical 
example instructs more forcibly 
than do numbers of the most bril- 
liant discourses. 

And much talk produces sin — Our 
teacher here uses the word Mtgn and 
not pi^, to express " sin." The 
former of these words denotes the 
separating from good and the inclin- 
ing to what is evil, which ^s natural 
to man : Whereas the second denotes 
the actual commission of a sinful 
deed. The inclination towards good 
and that towards evil are both inhe- 
rent in man. The wise and pious man 
knows how to secure the ascendancy 
to his good inclinations hy checking 
the evil ones ere they are developed. 
He exercises constant vigilance to 
keep the latter in a state of subjec- 
tion. In order to do this effectually, 
his mind must be properly trained ; 
and it requires on his part the prac- 
tice of constant, profound^ and un- 
remitting attention. It is, however, 
more easy for man to be on his 
guard in the exercise of every other 
corporeal faculty than in that of 
speech : For as his thoughts are more 
concentrated within himself during 



the performance of any other aet, his 
senses and powers are more con- 
trolled by his mind than while 
speaking, as part of his attention is 
then naturally absorbed by external 
objects; he is, therefore, more ex- 
posed to sin in his discourse than at 
any other time. It is possible that 
his anger may be aroused, and seek 
vent in harsh language, putting ano- 
ther to the blush ; slander or calum- 
ny may be uttered by his evil pas- 
sions; secrets may be betrayed, or 
confidence a])used. For those evil 
inclinations which are extant within 
him, and kept in a state of quies- 
cence by dint of constant watchfulness,' 
are now on the alert to find a valve 
for the expansion of their activity ; 
and his reflections being turned from 
himself to what is passing around 
him, they give him the slip, invade 
his mind, usurp the direction of his 
words, and frequently lead him on 
to sin. In this sense the wise Solo- 
mon said, " In many words sin can- 
not be avoided; but he who is 
sparing of his lips is wise." QProv. 
X. 19.) The summary of our teach- 
er's counsel is. Let thy example 
teach, rather than thy precepts. Be 
sparing of thy words. Consider 
every speech wnich thou utterest as 
a distinct action, which requires ma- 
ture reflection ere it is undertaken ; 
then wilt thou preserve the ascend- 
ancy over thy evil inclinations, and 
avoid sin. 



He further said, "The existence of dVisti, the universe, re&ts on three things. On 
p,/aw or justice, truth, and peace. For it is said, (Zech. vii. 16,) "Truth, jnstice, 
and peace shall ye. judge in your gates." (I. xviii.) 



Commentary. The existence of 
the universe rests on three things — The 
word tDb')^, has, in Hebrew, various 
significations. 1. The universe : As 
Isaiah xi. 28, "H n^Xf N1^. "The 
Lord is God of tJie universe.** 2. 
Duration of time, either limited or 
eternal : As an instance of the first 
we find, tDh^Xfb ^'l:l^\ "He shall 
serve him /or a certain space of time, 
till the coming of the Jubilee." 
(Exodus xxi. 6.) Of the second 
the following is an instance: 
t?«nn« tz)bn>"ir tzslpTjrm, ** From 



eternity to eternity thou art God ; " 
(Psalm xc. 2 ;) meaning, from eter- 
nity of the past to eternity in future. 
3. It likewise denotes life of a distin- 
guished kind, either in this world or 
in the next : Accordingly the Rab- 
bies use ntn tDh^^ to denote tcTn- 
poral life, and Nan XZih^)) to denote 
eternal life. 4. In Rabbinical phrase- 
ology it denotes the social state and 
its institutions. These four different 
significations are, however, here com- 
bined by our teacher, who says that 
the universe, the duration of time. 
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life here and hereafter, and society 
with its institutions, all depend upon 
these three i * * " 



On P"!, law (or justice) — The uni- 
verse is regulated by the law of cre- 
ation. To this law it owes the im- 
mutable order, according to which 
the various operations of its manifold 
and distinct parts are performed. 
Any interruption of this order, and 
consequent violation of law, (which 
in the equipoise of the various sys- 
tems is strictly just, being the ema- 
nation of Perfect Wisdom,) would 
confuse and destroy the universe. 
The duration of time, which is 
known but by the existence of the 
universe, must of course depend on 
the same law. In like manner as 
the universe is guided by the law of 
creation, man has given to him for 
his guidance the revealed law and 
will of his God.. And as man is a 
free agent, it is only by a due ob- 
servance of this law in his present 
state that he can attain the life to 
come. The general law of nature is 
preservation. If we sometimes be- 
hold a momentary departure from 
this general tendency of the law of 
nature, and witness partial destruc- 
tion produced by earthquakes, volca- 
noes, and the like, we may rest as- 
sured that even these apparent ex- 
ceptions do in reality conform to the 
general rule, and contribute to the 
preservation of the whole. Thus, 
when the law condemns the mur- 
derer to suffer death, its purpose is 
likewise the preservation of the 
whole; and therefore it is said, 
" The earth is not expiated for the 
blood that is shed on it, except by 
the blood of him who shed it." 
(Numbers xxxv. 33.) This punish- 
ment is therefore inflicted in strict 
accordance with the law of nature. 
The institutions of societv, as they 
are the offspring of law, depend on 
law for their support; and must 
sink in the chaos of anarchy, the 
instant the wholesome restraint of 
law is suspended or withdrawn. 

On /n*M-^The word nD«, "truth," 
denotes either an idea, expression, 
or action corresponding with reality. 
Ideas are true, when they are exempt 
from error. Expressions are true, 
when they are not only exempt from 
error, but likewise from premeditated 

2 



falsehood, or are divested of every 
tendency to lead others to erroneous 
conclusions. Actions are true, when 
they are in unison with the inward 
thought, and to the purpose intended 
to be attained. In this last sense the 

Rabbles say,nD«"n"n"pn bmyotyn, 

" The signet of the Holy One (blessed 
be He) is truth." Their meaning^ 
is, that, throughout his boundless 
sphere of influence and action, every 
thing past, present, and to come, 
corresponds and is in unison with 
that vast and incomprehensible pur- 
pose, known to himself alone, which 
led to creation. Therefore our 
teacher tells us, that the universe 
depends for its existence on truth ; 
that, as the duration of time is de- 
pendent on the law of creation, (which 
itself is governed by truth, or the 
immutable purpose of the Deity,) it 
of course ensues, that time likewise 
owes its existence to truth. While 
thus truth in action regulates the 
universe, it is truth in idea and ex- 
pression when made known ; and 
this, inculcated by the revealed 
law of God, regulates our conduct in 
this life, that we may be found wor- . 
thy of the life to come. Lastly, so- 
ciety and its institutions combine 
for their support all the various gra- 
dations of truth, — in idea, in expres- 
sion, and in action. The assertion 
is false, that the prevalence of error, 
or misleading mankind, can promote 
the stability of social institutions. 
This falsehood has ever been the 
cause of unhappiness to human so- 
ciety ; for, all the ills with which it 
has ever been plagued, or under . 
which it still groans, are the genuine 
offspring of error and craft ; which, 
though they may lord it for a time, 
yet always end with undermining 
and crushing the frail and baseless 
fabrick which themselves have raised. 
On the contrary, the more complete- 
ly the films of error are dissipated, 
and the more powerfully the rays of 
truth illumine all mankmd, the more 
firmly will the bonds of society be 
knit, the more stable will its institu: 
tions become, the more unlikely (not 
to say impossible) will be the relapse 
into error and its attendant ills, and 
the more constant, universal, and 
solid will be the spread of happiness. 
On peace — ^The principal meaning 
Y 2 
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of the word CDibu^, ig "concord," or 
•'harmony." Thus Jerusalem is 
called, tD^7m m*l% " The inheritance 
of concord," being destined to teach 
mankind to find true hai>pine8S in 
that concord which is promised here- 
after to be the portion of the human 
race : As it is said, " And many na- 
tions shall go and say, Come ye, and 
let us go up to the mountain of the 
Lord, to the house of the God of 
Jacob ; and he will teach us of his 
ways, and we will walk in bis naths. 
For out of Zion shall go forth the 
law, and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem. And he shall judge 
-among the nations, and admonish 
many people : and they shall beat 
their swords into ploughshares and 
their spears into pruning-hooks ; na- 
tion shall not lift up sword against 
nation, neither shall they learn war 
any more." (Isaiah ii. 3, 4.) And 
further : " For then I will turn to the 
nations a pure language, that they 
may all call upon the name of the 
Lord, to serve him with one consent." 
(Zeph. iii. 9.) Harmony, the obedi- 
ence to the law of creation enacted 
by truth, — is the reciprocal operation 
of the various parts of the universe, 
and the basis of their preservation. 
Were that harmony interrupted, even 
but for ati instant, chaos would re- 
sume its sway, and, amidst the 
wreck of the universe, time would 
cease to be. The present life is a 



stepping-stone to that to come. Am 
man sows in this world, he reaps in 
the next. It is but a continuation 
of existence on a di&rent scene. 
And such is the harmony which per- 
vades aU existence, that man finds 
all that is desirable in the past re- 
vived in the rewards of a future 
state. Society is based on the peace 
and concord of all that dwell under 
its institutions. And the examples 
are but too frequent in the p|ges of 
history, that, while unanimity gives 
power to the weak, discord destroys 
the powerful. 

For it is said, Truth, justice, and 
peace shall ye Judge in your gates — 
Our sage teacher, having thus fully 
carried out the truth of his maxim,^ 
in all its bearing, closes his instruc- 
tions by impressing on our minds, 
that, though his principles apply 
alike to the universe and whatever it 
contains, yet his doctrine is chiefly 
addressed to man as a member of 
society, and, in a great measure, de- 
pendent for his happiness on the 
perfection of the institutions under 
which he lives. And, lest we might 
fall into the erroneous supposition, 
that what he has said is the result of 
logical deductions only, and restin^r 
on bis own authority alone, he calls 
our attention to that sacred source 
of truth, REVELATION, and to the 
unquestionable authority of its Di- 
vine character. 



{To be corftinued.) 

III. METAPHYSICS AND PHILOSOPHY OF THE RABBIES. 
Sepher Ikkarim : 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

There is a wide difference between 
that command which has been di- 
rectly communicated by the Deity, 
and heard by him or them who is or 
are to obey, and the communication 
made through the medium of a pro- 
phet. For tnat which has once been 
directly communicated by the Deity 
cannot undergo either alteration or 
modification, except by means of a 
communication equally direct. Thus, 
when Abraham had been com- 
manded, *• Take now thy son, thine 
only dbn, Isaac, whom thou lovest. 



BOOK OF principles I " BY R. JOSEPH ALBO. 

{Continued from page 334.) 

and get thee into the land of Moriah^ 
and offer him there for a burnt- 
offering ; " (Gen. xxii. 2 ;) no com- 
munication by means of a prophet 
had sufficient authority to recall the 
Divine command; and therefore 
** the Angel of the Lord called unto 
him out of heaven, and said, ' Lay 
not thine hand upon the lad, neither 
do thou any thing unto him.' " (Gen. 
xi. 12.) Direct as had been the 
command, direct likewise was its re- 
peal. When the man of God who 
had been sent to Jeroboam, and who 
had been commanded by the Lord, 
" to eat no bread, to drink no water. 
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and not to return by the same way 
he came," suflfercd himself to be 
misled by the pretended Divine 
commission of another prophet, he 
was punished for having preferred 
an inferior authority to the direct 
command of God. (1 Kings xi. 32.) 
But that which has been communi- 
cated by a prophet may be altered 
or modified by a similar communica- 
tion. When, therefore, the Holy 
One (blessed be He !) vouchsafed to 
make known his Ten Command- 
ments on Mount Sinai, he did so di- 
rectly, and in the hearing of all the as- 
sembled myriads of Israel, who were 
called upon to obey these commands. 
Nevertheless, it requires some re- 
flection: As the Talmud says, "The 
two first sentences, I am the Lord 
thy God, &c., and. Thou shaU 
have no other .gods, Sfc, we heard 
H'TliJrT >QD from the mouth qf Om- 
nipotence." (Treatise Mackoth, folio 
24.) This Talmudic assertion ap- 
pears the more strange, as Holy 
Writ expressly states, ** These words 
the Lord spake unto all your assem- 
bly in the Mount, out of the midst 
of the fire, of the cloud, and of the 
thick darkness, &c. And he wrote 
them on two tables of stone, and 
gave them unto me.'^ (Deut. v. 22.) 
And further : " And he wrote on the 
tables, according to the first writing, 
the Ten Commandments which the 
Lord spake unto you in the mount 
in the midst of the fire in the day of 
the assembly : and the Lord gave 
them to me." (Deut. x. 4.) So that 
it appears clear, that the whole of 
the Ten Commandments were all 
equally heard by all Israel from the 
mouth of Omnipotence. Why then 
(loes the Talmud make a distinc- 
tion between the first and the suc- 
ceeding commands ? However start- 
ling this assertion of the Talmud ap- 
pears, we nevertheless, upon mature 
mvestigation, discover that it is 
founded on Holy Writ. The com- 
mencement of the Commandments is, 
&c., >5i«, " I am," &c. l^nkWJl 1U^«, 
** which I have brought thee out," &c. 

*' Thou shalt have no other gods 
before me." The wording here is 
altogether in the first person, Jamj 
I brought out ; bffore me. But all the 



succeeding commandments are in 
the third persOn : As we read : 

" Thou shalt not take the name of 
the Lord thy God in vain, for the 
Lord will not hold him guiltless who 
taketh 1 D t2^ his name in vain," &c. ; 
This is the case with all the other 
commandments. Thus there is evi- 
dently a distinction between the 
first two and the succeeding ones* 
And though all Israel heard the 
whole Ten Commandments delivered 
by the Deity, 'yet the difference in 
the language could not fail to attract 
the attention of the Talmud, which 
therefore emphatically marks this di- 
rect revelation, where the Lord 
speaks in the first person. Nor is it 
by any means without sufificient mo- 
tive that this most direct and power- 
ful style of revelation is made use of. 
The causes which seduced the an- 
cient Heathens into the worship of 
idols are various. Some fell into the 
error of supposing, that although 
there exists a First. Cause, yet his 
powers are material, and that he is 
himself the soul of the various or- 
bits : Such was the system of Epicu- 
rus and his disciples. Others asserted, 
that as the Deity had created the 
astral bodies of a higher degree, and 
more nearly approximating to him 
than this nether world, and as they 
they therefore hold a su()erior rank 
in creation, it behoves man to pay 
his adorations to them ; that by so 
doing man was acting in accordance 
with the will of the Creator, who, 
like a mortal king, desired that due 
homage should be paid to those 
whom he delighteth to honour. Many 
maintained, t^at, from the infi- 
nite greatness of Grod, it was im- 
possible there should be any afiinity 
Detween Him and man: Hence 
they inferred the necessity of media- 
tors between God and man : This 
was the error of Ahab and the other 
idolatrous kings of Israel and of 
Judah. Some thought that the Deity 
has no connexion whatever with this 
nether world, which, according to 
them, is entirely governed by the 
emanations of the angelic orbits: 
They therefore believed it to be their 
duty to worship those from whom 
they supposed all good to Sow : Such 
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was the conduct of those wretched 
women who said t6 the Prophet, 
" Since we have left off to hurn in- 
cense to the queen of heaven, and to 
pour out drink-offerings unto her, 
we have wanted all things," &c. 
(Jeremiah xhv. 18.) Others there 
were, who, although they admitted 
the existence of an immaterial Being, 
yet harboured a more pernicious (be- 
cause a less gross) error ; and main- 
tained that the Deity does not notice 
the conduct or actions pf man. These 
were they who replied to the exhor- 
tations of the prophet by saying, 
" The Lord hath abandoned the 
earth ; the Lord doth not behold." 
(Ezekiel ix. 9) Accordingly, they 
maintained that it is linconsistent 
with the greatness of God that he 
should deem man worthy of his at- 
tention ; and that theirs was the true 
idea of the Divine dignity, when they 
say, that man is too contemptible for 
the notice of the Deity. To refute all 
these erroneous opinions, the Deity 
deigned to declare to the Israelites, 
in the most distinct and emphatic 
manner, speaking in his own proper 
person, *' I am the Lord," I alone am 
eternal and immaterial, and there is 
none else beside me. '* Thy God," I 
am the Godof^allmen, and notice their 
actions and conduct. "I have brought 
thee out from the land of Egypt ;" 
mine is the Especial providence which 
watches over every man. "Thou 
shalt have no otner Gods before 
me ;" neither the heavens nor the 
heavenly bodies, neither angels nor 
any created being whatever, is to 
be worshipped as the benefactor of 
man. There is no mediator between 
God and man. " For I the Lord thy 
God am a jealous God ;" I will not 
give mine honour to another ; "visit- 
ing the iniquity of the fathers. Sec, 
to those that hate me, and shewing 
mercy unto thousands of them that 
love me ;" I do not abandon the 
earth ; I do not consider those who 
obey my laws, and those who trans- 
gress my commandments, as alike 
unworthy of my notice: But, su- 
preme as I am in dignity, power, 
and greatness, I reward man accord- 
ing to his deeds. Such being the 
momentous instructions conveyed in 
these commands, they were of im- 
portance sufficient for this direct and 



especial revelation, addressed to the 
Israelites by the Deity when speak- 
ing to them all in the first person. 
There is, moreover, this material 
difference between these commands 
delivered in the first person and the 
others ; — that if an accredited and 
approved Prophet of the Lord were 
— to meet the exigencies of the mo- 
ment, in the name of the Lord, — for 
a short time to suspend any of the 
other commandments, (as, for in- 
stance, the Sabbath,) he must be 
obeyed. But if the same prophet 
were, in the name of the Deity, to 
declare that God has commanded, 
for a certain time, the heavenly 
bodies,, or any being in existence, to 
be adored as a mediator between God 
and man, we are bound not to obey 
that prophet ; because what has once 
been in the fullest and most direct 
manner commanded to the nation 
rrm^n ^BD, "from the mouth of 
Omnipotence itself " speaking in the 
first person, cannot be suspended, 
modified, or altered, unless by means 
of a similar direct and emphatic de- 
claration, addressed by the Deity, 
when speaking in the first person, to 
all the assembled myriads of Israel, 
their wives and their children, in the 
same manner as he spoke at Sinai. 

CHAPTER XIX. 

From what we have now stated, it 
results, that it is impossible for 
Divine laws to undergo any altera- 
tion in the three fundamental prin- 
ciples J namely, the existence of the 
Deity, Rsvelation of the Divine laws 
from him, and Rewards and Punish- 
ments, or Di\'ine Providence; the 
whole of which have been pronounced 
rTTli:in ^QD, " by the mouth of 
Omnipotence," when speaking in'ihe 
first person. Accordingly we have, 
in a former part of this work, (First 
Division, chap. 25,) stated, that, 
whatever modifications or alterations 
Divine laws may undergo, their es- 
sential principles still remain im- 
mutable. This is an unquestionable 
fact, which admits of no doubt. Other 
laws of Moses, however, may be open 
to the question, whether they can be 
subjected to any alteration or not. 
After the most mature reflection 
which we have been able to afford to 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE PtlEFACB OF MAIMONIDES. 



351 



the consideration of this subject, we 
are of opinion, that it is not permitted 
to any man to deviate from the faith 
which has been transmitted to him 
in an authentic and credible manner, 
which in its origin is founded on 
Divine revelation, and which incul- 
cates such fundamental principles 
and the essential branches they in- 
volve, as we have already enumerat- 
ed. From such. a faith no man is 
justified in any way to deviate, ex- 
cept it is proved by sufficient evidence 
that the Deity has proclaimed his 
will to alter that which, in a previous 
revelation, he had commanded. The 
nature of this evidence requires that 
the truth of the messenger should be 
fully approved. This is not done by 
means of miracles, as it is possible 
that miracles may be wrought by 
men who are not prophets of the 
Lord : For although we may not be 
able to explain certain effects or acts 
which to us appear supernatural, it 
is not thence demonstrated that these 
n^ust necessarily be miraculous. All 
that is thereby proved, is, that the 
man who produces these effects, or 
who performs these deeds, is gifted 
with knowledge and skill surpassing 
ours. The standard by which the 
truth of the messenger is to be ascer- 
tained and judged, is the mission of 
Moses. The messenger who de- 
clares himself commissioned by God 
to alter, modify, or repeal laws found- 
ed on previous revelations, must 



either be greater than Moses, or at 
least his equal. An entire nation, 
myriads of men, women, and chil- 
dren, must again attain the highest 
degree of prophetic inspiration, and 
hear the Deity declare to them all, 
that this messenger is his trusty 
servant in whom they are to be- 
lieve ; as was the case with Moses. 
Such messenger must, moreover, not 
work his wonders privately, but con- 
trol the course of nature in the pre- 
sence of assembled nations. The 
effects of his wonders must be dura- 
ble ; as was the case with those of 
Moses. He must vanquish every 
opponent, as Moses overcame Koran 
and his adherents. He must con- 
vince every wise man of his age, and 
force them all to confess the Divine 
authority of his mission, as Moses 
did to Pharaoh and to the wise men 
of Egypt. But if, in all or any of 
these circumstances, .this messenger 
does not come up to the example of 
Moses, there is no sufficient cause to 
alter commandments founded on pre- 
vious revelation, communicated to a 
messenger approved and accredited 
like Moses. Whether, in days- to 
come, the Divine laws which at pre- 
sent we obey, may actually undergo 
any alteration or modification, is fo- 
reign to our present inquiry : For, 
should that time ever arrive, suffi- 
cient evidence of the Divine pleasure 
will assuredly be afforded to us. 
iTo be continued.) 



IV. THE PREFACE OF MAIMONIDES 

TO THE TALMUDIC TREATISE p^TJ' 

(Concluded from page 2S6.) 
I wcLL now begin to treat of my which arise from them 



original subject : Know then, that 
as a blind person cannot form an 
idea of colours, nor a deaf man ima- 
gine the sound of the voice, so is the 
body insensible to the delights of 
the soul : And in the same manner 
as fishes can have no idea of 
fire, (for they exist only in water, 
its opposite element,) so are the de- 
lights of the spiritual world un- 
known to the inhabitants of that 
which is temporal. We have, in- 
deed, few j)lea8ures here but those 
cf the senses, and the sensations 



And all be- 
yond these is to us as without exist- 
ence ; for we understand it not, nor 
do we even attain an incipient idea 
of it without deep and great investi- 
gation. Thus, however, is it proper 
that we should be circumstanced; 
for we are in a corporeal world, and, 
therefore, can only feel slight and 
finite pleasures : But those of the 
soul are perpetual, endless, and 
eternally existent; between which 
and earthly joys there is neither 
comparison, approximation, nor simi- 
litude in the remotest degi-ee. Nor 
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is it considered proper by those 
versed in the lav, nor by divines, 
nor by philosophers, to sa^ that the 
anp^els, and other celestial influences 
enjoy no pleasurable sensations ; for 
they, in truth, do possess these, 
knowing and comprehending the 
truths of the Creator; (blessed be 
Ha ! ) a felicity, infinite and excel- 
lent far above the bodily pleasures 
which fall to our lot. Still we are 
80 circumstanced, . that he who will 
purify himself can do so, and will 
after death be exalted to a high de- 
gree ; whence he will neither desire, 
nor look down upon, terrestrial en- 
joyments, excepting with the same 
eye as that wilh which a king, long 
and firmly seated on his throne, 
would in retrospection view the 
sports of his childish years, when 
he valued them before he pould dis- 
criminate between the advantages of 
the two stations : Thus do we, now 
in our life-time, enjoy and receive 
bodily pleasures, in the ignorance of 
spiritual joys. 

If these two kinds of pleasure are 
considered, the inferiority of the 
one, and the excellence of the other, 
are manifest even in this world ; for 
the greater part of mankind will be 
found exerting all their powers of 
body and mind, in various painful 
and irksome occupations, with a 
view of acquiring honours and re- 
gard, in preference to the ordinary 
gratifications of the senses, to whicn 
some prefer revenge. Many aban- 
don the greatest of the pleasures,, 
fearful of the shame which might 
follow, or anxious to acquire a good 
name amongst mankind ; and if 
such be their intention in this cor- 
poreal world, how much more so 
must it be in the spiritual, which is 
the world to come ! for there our 
souls attain to a knowledge of the 
Creator. (Blessed be He! ) This de- 
light is indivisible, incomparable, in- 
describable : On it the Prophet re- 
flecting said, "How great is the 
good thou hast prepared for those 
who fear thee ! " And thus the 
Rabbanim (peace be with them I ) 
remarked : "In the world to come 
there is neither eating, nor drinking, 
nor washing, nor clothing; but the 
righteous sit with their crowns on 
their head$i, rejoicing in the splendour 



of th« Divine Presence." When they 
say, "with their crowns on tbeir 
. heads," they mean to express the 
durability of the soul in its retention 
of its essential understanding, which 
is of the Creator ; (blessed be Hb ! ) 
and by the existence of the soul 
they mean that understanding. 
This is one of the subjects into 
which • philosophical investigation 
has far extended. .And when they 
say, " rejoice in the splendour of the 
Divine Presence," they mean, that 
the soul receives bliss from the com- 
prehensive understanding of the 
truth of the Creator, (blessed be 
Hb ! ) in the same way as holy spirits, 
and other degrees of angels, enjoy 
happiness in what they attain and 
know concerning His existence. 
Now the principal good, and the 
chief aim, is to attain to this supe- 
rior degree and excellence ; the soul 
perpetually existing with its Cre- 
ator, (holy be His name ! ) who is 
the eternal, self-existing, never-end- 
ing Cause. This is " the great good," 
to which none other approximates, 
or bears comparison; for how tan 
eternity, infinite, and ever-endur- 
ingly perpetual, be assimilated to 
that which is subject to cessation 
and period ? On this it is said, " In 
order that it may be well with thee, 
and that thy days may be lengthened 
to eternity." The great and signal 
evil is, the cutting off* of the soul, 
mentioned in the law; as, *' that 
soul shall surely be cut off," &c. ; 
on which the Rabbanim have said, 
" Cutting off in this world is cutting 
off in the world to come." It is 
also written : " May the soul of my 
lord be bound in the bundle of 
life ! " Those who much delight in 
worldly pursuits and pleasures, de-> 
spising truth, and encouraging false- 
hood, will never attain to the great 
degree, but will be left as a cut-off 
wail. 

The prophet (peace be with him !) 
explained that the world to come is 
not intelligible to the worldly senses, 
in the exclamation, " No eye has 
seen it, O God, save thine I " In 
explanation of this, the Rabbanim 
remark, that "^ all the prophets speaks 
only as to the coming of the Mes- 
siah ; but the world to come no eye . 
has seen, except that of God,*' 
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Surely the good and the bad men- 
tioned in the law is the principle of 
what T have explained to you. It is 
what is meant when you are told, 
''If you will do these command- 
ments, I win assist you in your per- 
formance of them, removing from 
you all hinderance and impediment : 
So that none of you shall be pre- 
vented from executing them, either 
by sickness, hunger, or thirst, or the 
calamities and straits of war." The 
object of the facilities thus afforded 
to enable us to perform our duties 
is> that we may attain such know- 
ledge as may be worthy of the life of 
the world to come. 

Thus it appears, that there is no 
end of the reward consequent on the 
performance of the law, and that the 
punishment of men's neglect is the 
inability t6 perform it: As it is 
said, " Instead of your serving," &c. 
&c« And if you consider the thing 
well, you will find that this is the 
substance of what you are told : " If 
you will do some of these command- 
ments from love, and from a good 
intention, I wiU assist you in the 
performance of the remainder, and I 
will remove from you all impedi- 
ments : And if you forsake any of 
them^ I will bring misfortune upon 
you, and impediments which shall 
prevent you from performing all of 
them; so that you shall have no 
perfection nor eternity in the world 
to come." On this the Kabbanim have 
said, " The tendency and reward of 
a good action is a good action ; and 
that of a bad one is a bad action." 
Perhaps, too, the garden of Eden is 
a cultivated and fruitful spot, inter- 
sected by rivers, and abounding in 
varied and precious productions. 
This the Creator (blessed be his 
name !) will reveal to man, in the 
future world, and will show the way 
which leads to happiness, and by 
which we may approach him. Per- 
haps, extraordinary and supernatural 
pleasures will be found there, sur- 
passing human imagination. All 
this, likewise, is not impossible, nor 
remote, but likely to be; and, al- 
though not openly expressed in the 
law, it is nevertheless understood, 
and conveyed by it. Gehinnom is 
the name of the sorrow and punish- 
ment befalling the wicked, the na- 

2 



ture of which is not explained in the 
Talmud : Some say that the sun 
approaches the wicked, and destroys 
them, which notion they found on 
the passage, "Behold the day 
Cometh, burning as an oven." Others 
say, that it is a strange heat, which 
renews itself in the bodies of the un- 
righteous, and bums them up : For 
this they refer to the verse, " Fire 
shall consume their spirit." The 
re-animation of the dead is the foun- 
dation of all the grand principles of 
Moses, our Teacher ; (peace be with 
him !) and there is neither religion, 
nor adherence to the Jewish* religion, 
in those who do not believe this; 
but it applies only to the righteous : 
As is the language of Bereshith Rab- 
bah : — "The benefit of rain is for the 
righteous and for the wicked; but 
the re-animation of the dead is for 
the righteous alone." How, too, 
can the wicked live, when they are 
as though they are dead even in 
their life-time ? As it is said, " The 
wicked, even in their lives, are called 
dead J and the righteous, even in 
their death, are called living.** For 
know that man must die, and return 
to that of which he is composed. 

The days of the Messiah is the 
time when the kingdom will return 
to Israel, and the period of their 
restoration to their own land. He 
will be an exceedingly great mo- 
narch, and his metropolis will be 
Zion. His renown will be greater 
than that even of king Solomon. All 
people will live in peace with him, 
and all lands obey him, on account 
of his righteousness, and the wonders 
which it will be in his power to per-» 
form. All his enemies will be de- 
stroyed; for the protection of God 
will be continually with him. Nu- 
merous passages of the Scripture 
allude to his prosperity, and to ours 
with him. In other respects the 
order of things will not in any way 
be changed from what it is now, ac- 
cording to the language of the Rab- 
banim : " There is no diffference be- 
tween this world and the days of the 
Messiah, except the return of the 
kingdom." In his days there will 
be rich and poor, strong and weak, 
and other varieties in the same way, 
excepting that in those times it will 
be very easy for mankind to obtaiH 



Digitized by 



Google 



2S4 



TUt PRSPACS t>V MAtMONioXd. 



the means of subsistence, so that bv 
a little exertion much may be ef- 
fected. This is what is meant when 
it is said, *' The land of Israel \i^ill 
bring forth prepared dishes," &c. ; 
flo tnat people say, that men will find 
food prepared, and cooked in various 
inanners, according to the passage, 
" Strangers shall be your husband- 
men, and tillers of your vineyards ; 
and you |will know the seed-time 
and harvest." Consequently, the 
Rabbi who made use of the above 
saying, was angry with his disciple, 
mo did not understand him, but 
took him according to the Uterai 
meaning of his words. The answer 
therefore was not a correct one, and 
was given on the principle, " Answer 
a fool according to his folly.'' The 
great advantage of those times will 
be, that we shall recover from the 
subversion of our kingdomi which 
will be restored to its splendour; 
thus affording us greater opportunity 
of performinj^ the commandments, 
ana thereby mcrea8in|( wlsdcfm : As 
it is said, " The earth will be full (^ 
knowledge.** Wars will cease : •* Na^ 
tion shall not lift up the sword against 
hiition ;" and in those days universal 
peace will prevail, and mankind will 
merit the life of the world to com6. 
Tho Messiah, likewise, will die, and 
bis son and posterity will reign after 
him. The prophet remarked con- 
cerning his deatlii that " he will not 
cease until he establish judgment in 
the earth/' Like his reign, men's 
lives will also be greatly prolonged ; 
for the absence of cares generally 
lengthens human elistence. It is ncrt; 
to be a matter of wonder if his reign 
should even last two thousand years ; 
for, as the Rabbanim say^ " When 
good company meeti they ate not 
i^oon separated." We do not wish 
for the days of the Messiah on ac- 
count of their splendour, riches^ ahd 
Sensual gratifications, (as they do 
whose ideas are bewildered,) but ra- 
ther as the Prophets and other pious 
characters desired them, in order 
that they might see wisdom and vir- 
tue flourish under the rule of a won- 
derful and sapient king : As it is 
writteui ** The Lord said unto me. 
Thou art iny Son; this day thou art 
bom." Then shall all the command- 
ments of Mosea our instructer (peace 



be with him !) be done : As it is saidj 
*'One man shall no more teach his 
brother, nor another his neighbour, 
saying, ' Know the Lord ;' for they 
shall all know me, from great to 
small." ** And I will place my law 
in your hearts." " I will remove th6 
heai^ of stone from your flesh." 
With many other passages of Scrip- 
tilre of the same purport. And with 
these principles will mankind attain 
the world to come, life everlasting i 
which, after all, is the great end in 
view, and to it is our chief attention 
Intimately directed ; and, on that 
account, the wise man, versed in the 
knowledge of truth, looks most par-f 
ticularly td that end, and separates 
all that is foreign to it, and say^ 
''All Israel have & portion in the 
world to come ;" and as that is Uie 
end sought after, is it not both need-^ 
ful and proper to inquire whether 
the seeker serves from love, or from 
the hope Of attaining it, as we have 
explained in a prececting part ? It is 
therefdre sufficient to serve in the 
right way, which is prescribed, md 
to believe Uiat wisdom consists in it^ 
and that it is the law which reached 
the Prophet from the Creator, (may 
he be exalted !) in which are defined 
the good way, which i$ the observ* 
ance of the commandments, and thci 
bad way, which is the transgression 
of them. All ia proper as long a'9 
man adopts the course of adherkig 
to the right, and ^ivoiding the wrong 3 
by which means he secures to him- 
self his rank in the scale of humanityi 
sets himself above the brute; and, 
becoming a virtuous character, he is^ 
at the same time, a perfected beings 
to whom there is no impossibility of 
his soul's existence, or of its bounds 
less and unlimited duration, which 
is the world to come of which we 
have been speaking. 

That> tooi is the meaning of v^hat 
is saidi '' Be not as the horse or the 
mule, understanding not the bit or 
the bridle, to cast off your iniqui^^ 
ties." It is clear from this compari- 
son that the beast is supposed to be 
unable to cast off his sins : But 
man is not so ; for his power is from 
himself, and voluntary ; I mean to 
sayi that it is within the faculty of 
man to perfect himself, and to cast 
from him those things which hinder 
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lua perfection, and which are called 
"the evil means,'' and to excite and im* 
pel him until he bring himself to per* 
fection, which ia " the good means." 
All this has appeared to me from 
what I have concluded from the 
words of the Rabbanim, on this 
weighty and exalted principle. 

I intend to cconpile a work, in 
which I will collect all the maxims 
which are propounded in the Tal- 
mud and elsewhere, to compare 
them, and adduce reasonings upon 
them, which shall be congenial to 
the truth of their principles. I will 
show the points on which the opi- 
nions are founded, and what are . 
the literal, allegorical, plain, or 
mystical, modes in which they are 
'tfourejtd. 



Many points of faith will enter 
into my explanations ; and amongst 
them some of the weighty ones of 
which, in my rapid and slight ex^ 
pressions, I have here offered an in- 
ceptive idea* 

It will not be consistent to criticise 
me in any part of these my remarks^ 
on account of ifty abundant and free 
use of many phrases and reason^ 
ings, which often incur the disap.> 
proval of the learned; for I have 
been treating on a subject thaE 
which none can be more interesting 
and engrossing $ a subject konoura* 
ble and elevated in its nature, and 
one which to ?dl men is not equally 
intelligible. 

• E. N. 



ESSAY ON THE ANCIENT SCHOOLS OF THE ISRAELITES. 
FROM THE OJn^n niDi: poji .5582. (1822.) 

BBEE propagated in Egypt and Chaldea 

through Abraham. Josephus, who 
relates these facts, (Ant., lib. i. cap« 
8,) refers to the testimony of other 
historians in support of his narration. 



Wa|» the son of Sakth, and the 
grandson of Shem, and is said to 
have been the assistant of his grand- 
father. Josephus and many others 
deril^e the name Q\^:a)>, ** Hebrews," 
fromin)>, "Eber." If this deriva- 
tion is correct, it is probable that the 
word Hebrew at first denoted ** a pu- 
pil of Eber;*' as it is far more likely 
that the young and active grandson 
Eber should have been the zealous 
instmcter of Abraham, than the old 
and feeble grandsire Shem. And as 
Abraham was the great promulgator 
bf the religious mstruction bestowed 
on him by Eber, he is the first who 
in Holy Writ is emphatically called 
^Hi^n^ "the Hebrew," or ** disciple 
of Eber." 

The Arabs call the patriarch Eber> 
" Hud," and venerate him as a pro- 
phet. The Kpran of Mohammed 
has an entire chapter devoted to a 
sermon addressed by the prophet 
Hud to the nations, on the subject 
of the unity of God. His perverse 
hearers insist upon miraculous proofs. 
This legend, which, like all other 
ancient narrations, has somejounda- 
tion in truth, teaches us that the 
chief occupation of this patriarch 
was to promulgate religious truth. 
The doctrines of this school were 



M BLCHI-2lfiJ>ECK . 

While one Rabbinical legend 
identifies him with Shem, and de» 
Clares him, as such, to have been the 
tutor of Abraham, another legend 
relates, that Melchi-Zedeck was the 
. son of king Melchi, an idolater, 
whose queen was named Salemah ; 
and that the king, intending to offer 
to his idols, and to initiate his son 
in their service, sent him out to select 
seven calves for the sacrifice. While 
on this errand, the mind of the youth- 
ful prince became suddenly enlight- 
ened, and penetrated with the great 
truth of the unity of God, and with 
the conviction that offering the wor- 
ship to idols which is due onl)[ to the 
Creator, was a most heinous sin. He 
immediately returned, with the firm 
resolve to reclaim his father from his 
errors. The king, however, refused 
to listen to his exhortations ; and,' 
fancying that his gods were ofilend- 
ed by the heresy of his son, he sa^ 
orificed two others of his children in 
order to appease their wrath. 
Horror-struck at this act of cruel- 
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tr, of which he considered himself 
tne innocent cause, Melchi-Zedeck 
fled from his paternal home, and 
concealed himself on Mount Tabor. 
There he lived seven years; wild 
berries beinfir his food, and the dews 
of heaven his beverage. At the ex- 
piration of this period, Abraham was, 
in a nightly vision, directed to as- 
cend Mount Tabor, to seek the re- 
cluse, and to complete his instruc- 
tion. Abraham did so; and, after 
having spent a considerable time to- 
gether in intellectual contemplations, 
they parted. Melchi-Zedeck, return- 



ing to his native land, found his 
idolatrous father dead. He succeed- 
ed him in the government, and in- 
troduced among his subjects the 
knowledge and worship of the true 
God. He thus united the three of- 
fices of King, Priest, and Teacher. 
As such, he went forth to meet Abra- 
ham, after his victory over the four 
confederate kings; and, having given 
him his blessing, was, in return, ac- 
knowledged by Abraham as the 
Priest of the Most High God. (Vide 
Medrash Rabbdh on Gen. zliii.) 
(To be oontinuedj 



VI. TALMUDIC APHORISMS. 



R. JosB said, " The office does 
not confer honour on the man, but 
the man must confer honour on his 
office." 

To BiM who loveth his neigh- 
bour, assists his relatives, and at- 
tends to the poor in the hour of 
distress, Holy Writ addresses the 
consolation : '' Thou shalt call and 
the Lord will answer : thou shalt 
implore, and He will reply. Here I 
am." (Isaiah Iviii. 9) 

R. Sam LAI said : Six hundred and 
thirteen commandments were given 
to Moses at Sinai. These David 
condensed into eleven, when he said 
" Lord, who may abide in thy ta- 
bernacle ? Who may dwell on thy holy 
mountain ? 1. He who walketh up- 
rightly, 2. Worketh righteousness, 
3. And speaketh the truth in his 
heart : 4. Who calumniates not with 
his tongue, 5. Doeth no evil to his 
neighbour, 6. Nor casts a reproach 



upon his kin. 7. The vile hia eye 
contemneth : 8. Those who fear the 
Lord he honoureth: 9. What he 
has vowed to his own hurt, he chang- 
eth not. 10. His money he putteth 
not out to usury, 11. Nor taketh a 
bribe against the innocent. ** He who 
doeth these, shall never be moved." 
(Psalm XV.) These Isaiah condensed 
into six when he said : "1. He who 
walketh righteously, 2. And speak- 
eth"uprightly ; 3. He who despiseth 
the gains of oppression, 4. And 
withholds his hands from bribes : 
5. Who closeth his ears against 
blood (calumny,) 6. And shuts his 
eyes against evil sights. He shall 
dwellon high, &c." (Isaiah'xxxiii. 15.) 
Subsequently he comprised them in 
two : "Thus saith the Lord, Observe 
justice and act righteously ; for my 
salvation is near to come." (Isaiah, 
Ivi. 1.) By Habakkuk, (ii. 4,) 
they were all concentrated into one 
— " The just shall live by his faith.** 
(Talmud, treatise Mackoth, folio 23.) 



(To be continued.) 

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
Want of space and of time must plead in our behalf as an apology to 
our numerous and respected Correspondents for not having yet noticed 
their valuable communications. We will, however, avail ourselves of an 
early opportunity to comply with the wishes of those who require a full 
reply. To A. T. B., and B. JVf ., we must express our regret that we cannot 
adopt the advice of either. The suggestions of Philo-Judaeus will be duly 
attended to. Many thanks to A. H. ; his paper was too late for this week ; 
we therefore reserve it for the next. 



London ^-Printed by James Nicholf, 46, Hoxton-Square. 
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I. THE MISHNA. 

nU« ry:^DD, Mescheth Aboth : "the ethics or the fathers." 

pdh p. COMMENTS BY NAFHTALI HIRTS WBSSELY. 

( Continued f ram page 348.) 

Rabbi saith, « Whicli is the right way Dinn "h nTtS that mto should single out for himself ? 
Whatever is glorifying to his Maker, and praiseworthy (or glorifying) to himself with 
mankind. Be as careful to observe a slight commandment as a more important one : 
For thou knowest not the free reward which awaits the observance of commandments. 
Compute the loss incurred by observing a commandment against its reward j and the 
reward of a transgression against its loss. Contemplate three things, and thou wilt 
eschew (or avoid) transgression : 1. Know what is above thee. 2. AxV Eye seeth 
and AN Ear heareth. 3. And all thy deeds are registered in a book." (II. 1.) 

best or most valiant" it is used in 



Commentary. Rabbi saith — By the 
designation "Rabbi" is meant R. 
Jehuda Hanasi the prince, also called 
Rabbenu hakadosh, " our holy Rabbi." 
He was a son of R. Simon ben Ga- 
maliel, and a lineaV descendant of 
Hillel. He is known as the most 
learned Hebraist, and was eloquent 
beyond all his contemporaries. In 
order, therefore, truly to understand 
his meaning, we must pay the most 
scrupulous attention to his expres- 
sions. He commences with a ques- 
tion : — 

Which is the right way ^h ^U^U^ 
CD ^ Mil that man shotdd single out for 
himself F — One would hardly imagine 



1 Sam. xvii. 8 : U^^« CDD^ 111 " Sin- 
gle out from amongst you a man," 
&c. ; instead of the verb ini^U^ " to 
choose," which is more generally 
employed: As, to^Tfl JTinil, 
'* Thou shalt choose life." (Deut xxx. 
19.) This last word, from the root 
*in!l, simply means *' to choose one 
out of two tnings which are balanced 
against each other." Our teacher, 
however, does not make use of the 
latter word; because there is no 
balancing or choosing one out of two 
ways ; but there is only one way 
which can be right, and which must 
be singled out from all byepaths. How 



that the most pious and learned man to find out this right way of picking 
of his age should deem it needful to out the grain and leaving the chaff. 



: a question the simple replV to he points out to us, and becomes our 
ich is, "That which is pointed out guide, by acquainting us with the 
" unerring test : — 

Whatever wlTlMBn glorifying to 
his Maker—The word ni«Bn from 
the root "IME), is used abstractedly to 
express '* the beauty of a moral ac- 
tion : " But never as an adjective to 
express the beauty of a thing ; for 
which n&* or I'll! are used : As 
tZJ^tt^n rr&^n "Thou most beau- 
teous of women ;*' (Cant. v. 9.) 
and131«:i nn "The beauty of his 



ask 
which 

by thy religion." It is eqjifidly strange, 
that he should use the word "lll^tt^ 
" to single," or " pick out," derived 
from the root ^^1 the true meaning 
of which is "to purify," or "to pick 
out the best and leave the remainder," 
as m^ "i:i " pure of heart ;" (Pealm 
xxiv. 4 ;) and freauently in the Talmud 

, nbiDfirr Tino !7!3i«rmn, "who 

?ick8 out the grain from the chaff." 
n this sense of " singling out the 

3 
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majesty.'* rlsaiah ii. 21 :) Every 
action or deed possessed of moral 
beauty is glorifying to the Great 
Creator, and forms the contrast to 
iDU^n t^ij^n "a desecration of the holy 
name of God." And as the last is 
the most heinous crime of which man 
can be guilty, by misleading the 
namds of the ignorant, and inducing 
them to harbour unworthy and dero- 
gatory opinions respecting the Great 
First Cause : So the glorifying his 
Maker, impressing all mankind with 
a high sense of His supreme dignity, 
is the first duty of man, and the 
standard according to which he can 
judge of the merit and demerit of 
whatever he does. But, in order to 
render this test more evident, our 
teacher adds : — 

And whatever is praiseworthy (or 
ff^orifying) to man in the eyes of his 
fellow men — However much man may 
be tempted to do evil, yet mankind 
in general form a correct estimate 
of an individual's actions. For the 
love of the good and beauteous is 
inherent in the nature of man ; and 
though he may himself be unable to 
resist the impetuosity of his passions, 
and therefore may yield to their evil 
influence^ yet there is an inward voice 
and feeling which forces him to ap- 
plaud every great and good deed, 
though he may not possess the force 
to imitate it. He therefore who 
wishes to be convinced that his path 
is right and pure, needs not consult 
the few who surround him, or 
make his actions dependent on 
the approbation or censure which 
their prejudice may dictate. But 
let him consider all human kind 
alike as the spectators and judges of 
his actions ; and, whenever his own 
mjnd tells him that his deeds will 
not merit the applause of these toler^ 
ably faithful judges, he may rest 
convinced that he is about to forsake 
the path of right. Our holy law 
says, ** This is your wisdom and un- 
derstanding in the eyes of all the na. 
tions.** (Deut. iv. 6.) 

Be as careful to observe a slight 
eommdndment as a more important one, 
^c. — Having thus placed within our 
reach a true touchstone and criterion 
for our guidance, that >ve may know 
how to distinguish the pure and 
right, our teacher hastens to prevent 



a possible abuse which may result 
from his words. Man, having been 
told to judge his actions by their 
tendency to glorify God, and to ob- 
tain the approbation of mankind, 
may be tempted to extend this rule 
to his observance or non-observance 
of positive commandments ; some of 
which he may think himself above 
the necessity of obeying, as they are 
less important than others. Thus 
he may set up his own reason as sole 
^dge of what it behoves him to obey 
or not, and may become a trans- 
gressor of the law of God. To meet 
this, our teacher tells him : " It is 
true, some commandments are of 
less, and some of greater, import- 
ance ; but thou art not the judge of 
their relative value. Thy most care- 
ful observance is due to each and to 
all ; for they are alike the commands 
of thy God. Thou knowest not 
their essential nature or purpose ; 
and canst not tell what reward the 
free grace of thy Great Benefactor 
may deign to bestow on the observ- 
ance of even the least of his com- 
mands, performed with a pure heart, 
full of love and obedience. 

Compute the loss incurred by observ- 
ing a commandment, Sfc. — In order to 
facilitate the ob^rvance, and to avoid 
the transgression, of any command, 
let man adopt this most salutary ad- 
vice. If thou art called upon to sa- 
crifice thy advantage or inclination 
to the performance of thy duties, do 
not repine ; but recollect, that what- 
ever sacrifice thou bringest to what is 
right and good can be but temporal, 
while its reward is eternal. On the 
contrary, whatever advantages may 
accrue unto thee from the non-ob- 
servance of a command can, like- 
wise, be but temporal, and are too 
deafly purchased by the sacrifice of 
eternal bliss. 

Contemplate three things, Sfc, and 
thou wilt eschew, or avoid, transgres- 
sion—As a wise judge of human 
frailty, our teacher is intent to facili- 
tate and ensure victory over the pas- 
sions, by checking them in the germ, 
and ere they can arrive at their full 
developement. He therefore tells 
us, that, in order to avoid sin and 
eschew transgression, it is needful to • 
have three things ever present to the 
mind's eye, which cannot fail to pro- 
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tect thee. These are : 1. Know what 
is above thee — Not only is there a 
difference between a man*s carriage 
and conduct when alone, and when 
in the presence of a mighty monarch, 
but the same difference, in some 
measure, depends on his being in his 
own home, or in the court of a great 
King. Whatever he there beholds 
inspires him with respect and vene- 
ration, and fails not to produce its 
impression on the mind. If this is 
so, how incomparably greater must 
be the respect, veneration, and awe, 
which the reflection that he is in the 
universe (the court of the Supreme 
Ruler of all that exists) must pro- 
duce on man. When he thinks that 
he is in the midst of innumerable 
beings, stars, and constellations, 
surrounded by choirs of celestial 
spirits, who, trembling, perform the 
will of their Great Creator, — when he 
keeps this most splendid and glori- 
ous spectacle before his eyes, he can- 
not sin. 2. An eye seeth and an ear 
heareth — Our teacher does not say, 
" An Eye seeth thee," or " An Ear 
heareth thee," but simply, " An 
Eye seeth, and an Ear heareth." 
He means : As there exists an 
Eye and an Ear, it is a necessary con- 
sequence, that it seeth and heareth ; 
as the Psalmist says, ** He who 
planted the ear^ shall he not hear ? 



he who shaped the eye, shall he not 
see ?'* (Psalm xciv. 8.) It is true that 
the Divine Being is immaterial, and 
not composed of parts, and has, there- 
fore, neither eye nor ear ; but as h« 
has granted both sight and hear- 
ing, and is moreover all-perfect* 
he must of necessity be all-seeing 
and all-hearing. Our teacher there- 
fore says, ** Do not suppose thou art 
alone ; no one sees and hears thee. 
Recollect there is an all-seeing Eye, 
an all-hearing Ear, penetrating every 
where, beholding every thing : And 
this is {)roved by thy finding that 
an Eye seeth and an Ear heareth." 
3. And all thy deeds are registered 
in a Book — Having ^iven man two 
great reasons why he is to avoid sin, 
(uamely, the dignity of the place and 
the glorious presence in which he is,) 
he continues, **Do not think that 
thy deeds are transient and leave no 
trace behind. Know, that though 
but an atom, yet thou too art a link 
in the infinite chain of creation ; that 
even thy actions exercise their influ- 
ence, from their connection with 
the great whole and the succession 
of results. This is the great book 
in which deeds numberless are re- 
gistered ; none of which are lost or 
forgotten, but each of which entails 
a responsibility on its perpetrator, 
and will in due time be published. 



Rabbi Gamaliel, tlie son of R. Jehnda Hanasi, saith, '' It ia becoming to associate the 
study of the law wkh active pursuits. For the twofold occupation makes thee forgetful 
of sinning. Religion, without some trade or profession, eventually comes to nought, and 
leads to sin." (II. 2.) 



Commentary. It is becoming to 
associate, Sfc. — However important, 
salutary, and indispensable is the 
study of the law ; however necessary 
that it should constantly and princi- 
pally be present to the mind and 
graven on the heart ; it is becoming 
that man should combine therewith 
some useful avocation. The great 
bane of human virtue is idleness ; 
its great promoter is constant and 
useful occupation. The man whose 
mind is occupied with the perform- 
ance of a double duty, — that of stu- 
dying the law of his .God and of pro- 
viding bread for his househol(^ — is 
not likely to have time to waste on 
idle and sinful thoughts : Absorbed 

3a 



by his twofold task, temptation ia 
banished from his mind, and he for- 
gets to sin. 

Religion, without some trade or 
profession, Sfc. — Man is not to say, 
"As the study of religion and its 
duties ought to be our principal oc- 
cupation, I will make it my only 
pursuit and means of subsistence." 
He who says so, and acts accord- 
ingly, derogates from the true dig- 
nity of religion, and debases it into 
a means of providing for his earthly 
wants. It is impossible he should 
stop short there : For as he becomes 
accustomed to consider religion as a 
mere trade, it will gradually lose its 
influence on his own mind. Its 
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rules and dictates will become irk- 
some to him ; its study a mere step- 
ping-stone to worldly riches and 
grandeur. Thus hypocrisy, outward 
semblance and inward avarice, and 



ambition, will usurp the place of re- 
ligion, till the measure of his sins be 
full, and his assumed piety come to 
nought. 

{To be continued.) 



II. METAPHYSICS AND PHILOSOPHY OF THE RABBIES. 

Sepker Ikkarim : *' book of principles:*' by r. Joseph albo. 

{Continued from page 351.) 



chapter XXI. 

The law of Moses is called Mlli^, 
** testimony : '* As it is \vritten, " And 
in the ark thou shalt put m'Ti^n the 
testimonies.** (Exodus xxv. 21.) ** If 
thy sons observe my covenant, and 
It ^nni^ these my testimonies which 
I teach them." (Psalm cxxxii. 12.) 
For it is essentially a testimony or 
evidence in support of the facts it 
narrates ; which evidence of truth 
is contained in its plain and obvious 
wording. And although a more 
sublime and mystical signification 
is contained in many passages, yet it 
is the simple and apparent meaning, 
witliout any symbolical or typical 
application whatsoever, on which rests 
the evidence of the truth. Accord- 
ioglv David says, n^Dik^ "n nni? 
** The testimonies of the Lord are 
sure ; " (Psalm xix. 7 ;) that is to 
say, The facts they attest, ac- 
cording to the literal and precise 
meaning of the words employed, 
are true, and have really occurred. 
But he who tries to find allegorical 
or figurative meanings, hidden under 
the precise wording of the com- 
mandments of the law, with the in- 
tention of substituting this figurative 
signification, and superseding that 
which is real, acts in direct opposi- 
tion to the law ; and is alluded to by 
the Sacred Singer, when he saith, 
** The presumptuous have digged 
pits for me, which are not according 
to thy law. All thy commandments 
are faithful. They persecute me 
with lies ; do thou help me. They 
have almost consumed me upon 
earth : but I have not forsaken thy 
precepts. Revive me according to 
thy mercy, and I will observe the 
testimony of thy mouth." (Psalm 
cxix. 85 — 89.) His meaning is : 
" Presumptuous innovators endea- 



vour to lead me astray, and to sink 
me into the pitfalls of their false 
expositions, which are not according 
to thy law. It is true, they admit 
all thy revelations are faithful; but 
they strive to pervert my mind, by 
asserting that these laws are merely 
typical, and not to be understood ac- 
cording to the direct meaning of the 
words. With these false interpreta- 
tions they constantly persecute me, 
and have almost, consumed me from 
the earth : Do thou therefore assist 
me, for I have not abandoned the 
plain and literal signification of thy 
precepts. Exhausted as I am, faint 
and weary with incessantly combat- 
ing these proud perverters of thy 
word, do thou in thy mercy revive 
me, that I may maintain T^& M11)> 
the testimonies cf thy mouth: and up- 
hold that strictly true and positive 
signification of thy commandments 
which stamps it as the testimony of 
thy revelation, and bears evidence to 
the facts which it narrates, without 
any admixture of fanciful and typical 
illustrations." 

Although according to the unani- 
mous opinion of our pious sages, 
these Sacred Records contain many 
passages indicating sublime myste- 
ries, (as, for instance, the descrip- 
tion of the Garden of Eden, the 
four rivers, &c., which have a figu- 
rative sense,) nevertheless they all 
agree that the facts narrated are true 
according to the literal relation. 
Such is likewise the case with the 
construction of the tabernacle : Al- 
though the description of its various 
parts is indicative of more sublime 
subjects, yet it is a fact that the ta- 
bernacle did exist, and that its parts 
were in strict [o^nformity with this 
description. Such, likewise, is the 
case in the corporeal formation of 
man : Though the mouth and its 
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parts are evidently the organs of 
speech, yet they are likewise in- 
tended as the channel and instru- 
ment of nourishment, as in all other 
animals. Thus when our Rabhies 
assert, that the nether or terres- 
trisd Jerusalem is an image of 
the superior or heavenly Jerusalem, 
they certainly do not intend to tell 
us that there is no terrestrial Je- 
rusalem : And though the narrative 
of the law may likewise contain allu- 
sions to subjects of a more sublime 
and mysterious meaning, yet the 
plain and obvious literal signification 
is always the true one. This is 
more especially the case with the 
commandments ; for, though they 
likewise may indicate more exalted 
matters, yet their observance, accord- 
ing to the strict letter of the law, is 
indispensable, in order to attain the 
sacred purpose for which they are 
enacted. Therefore the law is called 
n'nv> testimonies^ not only to point 
it out as the true and sufficient evi- 
dence of the Divine revelation to all 
mankind; but likewise to denote, 
that, like all other evidence, it must 
be taken according to the precise 
meaning of the words employed by 
the witnesses, and not be construed 
according to any fanciful, symboli- 
cal, or typical signification which it 
may be convenient to impute to it, 
but which in reality is contrary to its 
simple truth. 

CHAPTER XXII. 

The law which is at present with 
us *is, according to uninterrupted 
tradition from father to son, the 
identical law revealed to IVJ oses and 
Israel at Sinai without any alteration 
whatever. In the time of the first 
temple, when the priests and teach- 
ers of the law were incorporated 
with that establishment, it was im- 
possible that any corruption or al- 
teration could take place, as the 
law was too well, generally, and pub- 
licly known, to permit any such 
attempt. And although some of the 
Kings worshipped idols, yet in their 
days there was a constant succession 
of prophets, up to the destruction of 
the first temple, who exhorted the 
nation to adhere to, and observe, the 
original unaltered law. During the 



Babylonish captivity, it is likewise 
not possible that any alteration can 
have taken plase. For amongst the 
first captives under Jehoiachin, be- 
fore the destruction of the temple, 
were included the principal Sages of 
the nation, "l^lDDIll t^^inn,* such as 
Daniel and his three associate's, and 
Ezekiel : The latter of whom relates, 
" A fugitive from Jerusalem came to 
me, and said, The city is taken." 
(Bzekiel xxxiii. 22.) All the cap- 
tives who were scattered throughout 
the land of Assyria had copies of the 
book of the law. Even among the 
Cuthim, whom the Kings of Assyria 
settled at Samaria, the book of the 
law was to be found. Thus at the 
destruction of the first temple the 
law was already promulgated, and 
spfead among the captives in the 
land of Babylon ; it, therefore, was 
impossible to introduce any altera- 
tions. When Ezra returned from 
Babylon to Jerusalem, he was accom- 
panied only by a limited number of 
humble individuals, while the princi- 
pal chiefs, heads of families, and sages, 
remained at Babylon. As a proof 
of this we mention; that, of the en- 
tire tribe of Levi, no one went with 
him : As he says, " I inspected the 
people and the priests, but of the 
sons of Levi I found none there." 
(Ezra viii. 15.) Thus it is evident 
and plain, that he could not, of his 
own accord, introduce any spurious 
alterations or corruptions into the law, 
without being at once detected and 
exposed by those who remained in 
Babylon. If, in the translations of 
our law possessed by our nations, 
there are various readings and devi- 
ations, these are not found in the 
original, but are caused by the dif- 
ferent translators. The Israelites 
themselves, however, observe the 
most scfupulous attention in the 
transcribing of the law, not only in 
sentences and words, but also in the 
very letters and orthographical va- 
riations: So that they boast of 
knowing the exact number of letters 
which the law contains. In the 
copies of their books intended foj 

• These two words, which the authorized 
version renders << craftsmen and smiths," 
the Talmud applies to '< the principal teaeh< 
eis and expounders of the law." 
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ffeneral use, they note in the margin 
nie numbers of letters, and of ac- 
cents, as settled by the masorah or 
tradition. This scrupulous and mi- 
nute attention to preserve the work 
in its integrity has not been imitated 
by any other nation with respect to 
any ojher work whatsoever. The 
transcribers of the law were called 
O^BTD, '• numberers," because, as 
the Talmud says, (treatise Kedushin, 
folio 30,) their occupation was to 
number the letters of the law. All this 
proves, that the book of the law, 
such as we possess it at the present 
day, is precisely similar, not only in 
its general contents, but also in the 
very wording, to that transmitted by 
Moses to the Israelites, and preserv- 
ed by them and their descendants, 
under every vicissitude up to the pre- 
sent day. 

CHAPTER XXII f. 

' The epithet " perfect " is assigned 
to an object which neither in idea 
nor reality is susceptible of addition 
or diminution. Accordingly, when 
David says, " The law of the Lord is 
perfect," it is impossible that this 
law should be deficient in any par- 
ticular requisite for its aim and pur- 
pose. But as whatever is written is 
open to a difference of opinions, ac- 
cording to different views entertained 
by various readers, (each of which 
may appear the correct one to him 
by whom it is entertained,) it became 
necessary that verbal comments 
should accompany the written law, 
in order to fix its true meaning. As 
an illustration of what we assert re- 
specting variety of opinions enter- 
tained concerning the same passage, 
we will instance the well-known de- 
claration, ** Hear, O Israel, the Lord 
our God the Lord is one !*• These 
words we Israelites understand as 
expressing the absolute unity of God ; 
others there are, however, who un- 
derstand them as expressing some- 
thing very different. It was there- 
fore indispensable to the perfection 
of the law, that a verbal exposition 
should put us in possession of the 
true meaning of the written law, and 
of the manner of performing the 
commandments which it enjoins ; so 
that no doubt or dispute might create 



a difference of opinion. And this 
verbal exposition, co-eval with the 
written law, was, along with it, trans- 
mitted by Moses to Joshua ; by him 
to the elders ; by them to the pro- 

?het8; and so on, uninterruptedly, 
'his exposition the ancients csdl 
ns h^'lW n^in/' oral law." Were 
it likewise written, it would again 
require comment and exposition ; 
and so on, in endless continuity, as 
is actually the case with the Mishna ; 
which is an exposition of the written 
law compiled and written down. 
But as doubts and perplexities arose 
respecting the true meaning of the 
compiler, it became necessary to ex- 
plain this exposition; which was 
done in the Gemara. This last ex- 
planation again required expositions, 
which again stood in need of further 
explanations; nor are we even yet, 
at the present day, arrived at the end 
of these multifarious commentaries. 
Moreover, in addition to the neces- 
sity that every written instruction 
should be accompanied by a verbal 
exposition of its true meaning, cor- 
rectly transmitted, cases may possi- 
bly, in the course of time, and from 
peculiar circumstances, arise, which 
the Legislator has not met by any direct 
enactment ; (as it is impossible that 
any code should be framed so as ex- 
plicitly to meet every possible case ;) 
and which, therefore, require the ap- 
plication of those statutes most analo- 
gous to the case in question, accord- 
ing to the extension given them by 
the verbal exposition. And though 
the application must be confided to 
the divines and tribunals in every 
age ; yet the manner of adapting and 
making the application, in order to 
be legal, must be prescribed by the 
verbal exposition, and preserved by 
tradition from generation to genera- 
tion. That, however, which is explicitly 
and clearly expressed in the written 
law, or has been declared to be the 
true meaning by the verbal exposi- 
tion coeval with that law, and cor- 
rectly preserved by tradition, cannot 
be superseded, abrogated, or altered 
by that right of application which 
has been confided to the various sage 
divines in their respective ages ; be- 
cause the written law, according to 
its verbal exposition, is the only per- 
manent authority. And as it is poa- 
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sible that a difference of opinioit 
should arise among sage divines re- 
specting any subject not elucidated 
by the written law and its verbal ex- 
position, the Divine Wisdom, in order 
to obviate every inconvenience, has 
determined that, in all such cases, 
the majority of these sage divines 
decide : As it is written, ** Incline, 
thyself after the majority ; " (Exodus 
xxiii. 2;) and although the min^ity 
may be more highly gifted than 
the majority, yet the latter .decide, 
and the former are bound to abide 
by their decision. But by ** the majo- 
rity " are understood only pious men 
and sages ; nor can the vulgar and 
ignorant ever be admitted to cause 
or swell that majority ; as it is a 
fact confirmed by experience, that 
the vulgar are more prone to err 
than to admit the truth. 

CHAPTER XXIV. 

TuE Divine law revealed through 
Moses contains three principal and 
distinct obiects : Wisdom, Will, and 
Power. The first teaches the great 
truths of religion, and is called 
CD ^i:i'l "words :" As it is said, 

nbt^n onnnrr n», "These words 

spake the Lord unto all your con- 
gregation ; " (Deut. V. 22 ;) relating 
to that part of the Decalogue which 
teaches the knowledge of the exist- 
ence of the Deity, his immateriality, 
his 'being the Creator of the universe, 
his revelations, and providence, &c. 
This knowledge emanates directly 
from his own wisdom, by which it is 
imparted. The second teaches what 
is acceptable unto Him — ^blessed be 
He ! This emanates from his will ; 
nor can any other reason be assign- 
ed for its performance than its. being 
commanded by, and acceptable to. 
Him. Such are the prohibitions of 
wearing t3tOVt2^» "mingled gar- 
ments," of sowing mixed seeds, the 
law of the red heifer, and others ; 
into the reasons for which we cannot 
penetrate. These are called O^pin, 
** statutes," which we are bound to 
obey in accordance with the revealed 
will of God. The third teaches to 
do right and to avoid wrong, in all 
dealings between man ana man. 
This emanates from the power of 



God, and is called CD>DE3ti;D, " judg- 
ments." It is evident that the laws 
of civilization cannot comprise either 
the first or the second of these two 
objects, as we have already fully de- 
monstrated : For the great truths of 
religion are altogether beyond the 
reach of human reason ; and philo- 
sophy is insufficient to come to any 
decision ; and it is equally impossi- 
ble for man to know the particular 
and minute actions which are accept- 
able to the Deity. In both instances 
Divine revelation is his only in- 
structer. The utmost extent of the 
laws of civilization are therefore li- 
mited to the third object; as their 
purpose is the endeavour to promote 
right, and prevent wrong, between 
man and man, to determine the 
rights of man, and uphold the insti- 
tutions of society. But even in 
these objects mature reflection will 
shpw us the insufficiency of the laws 
of civilization, their incompetency to 
decide with precision, and in every 
case to administer real justice. What 
human reason is capable of deciding, 
what ought to be the just extent of 
penalty inflicted on a thief ? whether 
he is to restore twofold, threefold, or 
sevenfold ? Accordingly legislators 
vary in their enactments. Some con- 
demn the thief to death, be his theft 
large or small ; which is altogether 
contrary to reason, inasmuch as there 
is no proportion observed between 
tliQ crime and its punishment. He 
stole property, and he forfeits life. 
Other legislators award imprison- 
ment, which affords no compensa- 
tion to the party de^oiled : W^hereas 
the Divine law apportions the pu- 
nishment of the thief with the most 
just precision, and according to the 
degrees of criminality. He who de- 
nies having received that which has 
been confided to him, (an inferior 
species of theft,) is to restore two- 
fold. He who steals a lamb must 
restore four-fold; -and for an ox, 
five-fold ; thus adapting the amount 
of compensation to the extent of in-« 
jury : Arid in every case, if the thief 
has not wherewithal to pay the fine,, 
he is sold for his theft. (Exodus 
xxii. 3.) The punishment thus ap- 
portioned is in perfect accordance 
with the most equitable dictates of 
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justice : He who injures another in 
his property must make compensa- 
tion in proportion to the utility of 
the object abstracted ; and if he has 
not wherewithal to make that com- 
pensation, his own body must pay, 
not by being locked up in a prison, 
(thus affording no real compensation 
to him who is injured,) but by being 
sold, and compelled to work until 
the produce of his labour has made 
gooa the compensation awarded by 
the law. Should he, however, steal 
a human being with intent to sell 
him as a slave, no pecuniary punish- 
ment can compensate the outrage on 
society and violation of the rights of 
man which he has committed : His 
crime ceases to be a simple theft, 
and death is the only adequate pun- 
ishment. (Deut. xiv. 7.) AH the 
Divine enactments respecting man's 
duties to society and to his fellow- 
men evince the same spirit of the 
strictest possible equity and justice ; 
and are therefore infinitely superior 
to the wavering and arbitrary enact- 
ments framed by man, and called 
civilization. Accordingly the Sacred 
Singer, having, in the one hundred 
and forty-seventh Psalm, fixed his 
mind on the wisdom, will, and power 



of the Creator, and his providential 
care of man, concludes, by exclaim- 
ing, "He has declared VHX his 
word* to Jacob, VtOQtl^OI Vpin, his 
statutes and his judgmenti to Israel. 
He has not done so to any nation, 
and judgments has he not made 
known to them. Hallelujah." 
•(Verses 19, 20.) His meaning is, 
tha^the greatest of all the beneficent 
mercies of the Deity he vouchsafed 
to bestow on Israel, when he re- 
vealed "to them V^ll^, his words, 
Vpin, his statutes, and VDQU^D, his 
judgments, .That he has not done so 
to any other nation, not only with 
respect to the fir«t two, (which are 
altogether beyond the reach of sim- 
ple humanity unaided by revelation,) 
but that even those judgments which 
merely regulate the duties of man 
towards his fellow-men and society. 
He has not made known (in their 
purity and perfection) to those who 
took upon themselves the right of 
framing laws for their fellow-men. 
And so great is the sense of the 
Psalmist of the importance of these 
mercies, that, at a loss for words 
adequately to express his gratitude, 
he gives vent to his feelings in the 
short but expressive ** Hallelujah." 



{To be continued.) 



III. COMMENTARIES ON HOLY WRIT. 

Jacob's vow. 

And Jacob vowed a vow and said, If God n^ ^^^ ^® with me, and will preserve me in 
this way tliat I go, and will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, so that I 
return in peace to my father's house, then -j>-f|, shall the Lord be my God ; and this 
stone which I have erected for a monument pi^Tfi shall be God's house ; and of all 
thit thou givest me I will surely give the tenth unto thee. (Genesis xxviii. 20—22.^ 



According to the above version 
it would appear that Jacob proposed 
a sort of agreement to the Deity, 
and stipulated, that if certain condi- 
tions, which he enumerates, were 
duly and truly performed in his 
favour, then, and in that case only, 
the Lord should be his God, and 
that he would erect a house to His 
worship, and consecrate a tithe of 
his property to holy purposes. 

It is scarcely necessary to dwell 
on the inconsistency of the supposi- 
tion, that Jacob — the grandson of 



Abraham, to whom the Highest 
authority vouchsafes to grdnt this 
testimony, ** I know him, that he 
will command his children and his 
household after him, that they shall 
observe the ways of the Lord;" 
(Genesis xviii. 19 ; ) —the son of 
Isaac, to whom the Lord gave the 
assurance, "I am with thee, and 
will bless thee ; " (Genesis xxvi. 24 ;) 
— that Jacob who has previously, in 
Holy Writ, been called On U?*«, 
*' a perfect man," (Genesis xxv. 27,) 
should make his faith in the God of 
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hU fathers dependent on his success 
in life. Accordingly, the wording 
in the original does not bear out the 
construction of the translator, who 
falls into the error of mistaking a 
conjunctive 1, for a co'nversive one. 
The proper rendering is, ** So that I 
return in peace to my father's house, 
tZJ^ribwi? ''b **n n^ni, and the Lord 
has been unto me a God, then this 
stone, &c., T^^r\'>, shall he a house of 
God.*' &c. According to this, wliich 
is the true version, it is evident that 
the words tu^nbwi' *b "n n^JTl. 
are not a promise for the future, that 
the Lord shall be his God, but a 
reasoning upon the past, that the 
Lord has been his God, or, in other 
words, that the Divine protection 
and providence has been especially 
afforded to him. These words are 
thus no part of his vow, which is 
confined to the erecting of a house 
of prayer, and consecrating a tithe 
of his property. His faith ia his 
God is not conditional, or made a 
matter of stipulation ; but he ad- 
duces it as a reason why he should 
perform the vow which he is about 
to make. The simple meaning of 
the words he uses is, "If I am pre- 
served in this most dangerous 
journey, and during my uncertain 
absence ; if in my forlorn condition 
I find my necessary sustenance ; if, 
notwithstanding the enmity of my 
powerful and incensed brother, I 
may hereafter return in peace to my 
father's house : All this must prove 
to ine, that the same special provid- 
ence of the Lord wliich has hitherto 
been my protection will always 
attend me : And, therefore, I will 
erect a house of prayer to his holy 
name, and consecrate to him one 
tenth of my possessions ; for what- 
ever I have is a gift from him." 

Such was the plain and obvious 
meaning of Jacob : It is, however, 
proper to explain why he at all used 
the words. " And the Lord has been 
unto me a God ; " and the con- 
nexion between these words, — the 
building of a house of praytr, and 
paying a tithe. 

We therefore say. The basis of all 
religion is, 1. The belief in the 
existence of the Deity. ^ 2. Obedi- 
ence to his precepts. To acknow- 

3 



ledge the existence of the Deity 
abstractedly, is not sufilicient to me- 
rit the name of religion ; as, in 
addition to that acknowledgment, 
we are bound to confess, that the 
Deity regards the deeds of men. 
For, unless that admission is made, 
there can be no Divine commands ; 
the obedience to which constitutes 
what is properly called ** Religion." 
There is hut little difference between 
him who says, ** There is no God,'* 
and him who says, ** There is a 
God, but He dues not concern himself 
about mankind.'* The first of these 
two classes Holy Writ declares to be 
a fool : As it is written, "The fool 
hath said in his heart. There is no 
God ; " (Psalm xiv 1 ; ) and Solo- 
mon's direction is, *' Answer not 
the fool in hie folly." The second 
class is subdivided into two distinct 
parties: 1. Those who altogether 
deny the Divine intervention in ter- 
restrial affairs : 2. Those who assert 
thnt the Supreme Being has dele- 
gated that intervention to secondary 
powers or influences. Both these 
erroneous opinions were at different 
times entertained by the Israelites. 
With reference to the first, we read : 
** The sins of the house of Israel and 
of Judah are very great ; the land is 
full of blood, and the city is full of 
vice : For they say, The Lord has 
abandoned the earth, the Lord does 
not behold." (Ezekiel ix. 90 The 
second opinion we find in the Pro- 
phet : ** And Jeremiah was answered 
by all the men who knew that their 
wives offered incense to other gods, 
and by all the women who were pre- 
sent, a great assembly, even all the 
people who dwell in the land of 
Egypt and at Pathros, who all said. 
In the word which thou hast told us 
in the name of the Lord we will not 
obey thee ; for we will assuredly do 
all that our mouths have pronounced, 
to offer incense to the queen of hea- 
ven,and to pour out libations unto 
her; as we have done, we, our 
fathers, our kings, and our princes, 
in the cities of Judah, and the 
streets of Jerusalem, when we en- 
ioyed plenty, were well off, and be-' 
neld no evil. But ever since we 
have ceased to offer incense to the 
queen of heaven, and to pour out 
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libations unto her, we have been de- 
prived of all, and are consumed by 
sword and famine." (Jeremiah xxiv. 
15 — 18.) This last opinion leads to 
idolatry, or the worshipping of 
stranffe gods, and is most strictly 
prohibited by the law of Moses, as 
tending to pervert mankind to their 
own great detriment, by inducing 
them to withhold obedience where 
alone it is due, and to prostitute 
that homage which ought to, be 
yielded to the Most High alone, 
according to their vitiated ideas. 
That the first opinion is not as ex- 
pressly prohibited in that law, or 
condemned in words as plain and 
direct, is not because it is less per- 
nicious or false than the other, but 
because the whole tenor of the law, its 
Bpirit,and enactments afford the fullest 
and most complete refutation of that 
absurd idea. The ancients, how 
liable soever to err, seldom disputed 
or called in question a Supreme Di- 
rection of the universe : Simple chiU 
dren of nature, they observed its 
operations, and felt that an invisi- 
ble Guide directed and presided over 
all sublunary as well as all celestial 
subjects. They seldom attributed 
those operations to chance; but, 
while they owned the supremacy of 
rule, the question with them was, 
" Who is the ruler ? " The limited 
faculties of man in that primitive 
age rendered him prone to supersti- 
tion, which engendered fabulous 
deities, and imposed the worship of 
sticks and stones : As his limited fa- 
culties in modern times render him 
Srone to presumption, which engen- 
ers arrogance and infidelity, and 
imposes the belief in chance as the 
author of all that is ; an idea to the 
full as ridiculous and pernicious as 
idolatry. 

These two opinions have ever 
borne sway over the mind of man, 
unenlightened bv revelation. When 
the Israelites reuelled against their 
Great Benefactor, their question was 

my God is within me or not.*' (Exo- 
dus xvii. 7) Does my God search 
and investigate my inward parts, and 
know whatsoever concerns me, or 
does he not regard me ? This doubt 
in after-times led to the manifold 
sins and punishments of Israel, as 



is predicted : " My wrath will be 
kindled against them : On that day I 
will forsake them and hide my face 
from them : They shall be consumed 
and many evils and calamities shall 
befall them. And they shall say. 
Is it not because my God is not in 
me that all these calamities befall 
me ? But I will hide my face from 
them on that day because of all the 
evil which they have committed." 
(Deut. xxxi. 17, 18.J When the 
punishment of their evil deeds befall 
them, they cry out, " We suffer be- 
cause the Deity does not concern 
himself about us or about mankind : " 
Whereas they are expressly told, 
" I turn my lace from you on that 
day ; because of your evil deeds I 
will for a time turn mv face from you, 
and you shall be abandoned ! " 

Belief in the Divine Government, 
without which there can be no reli- 
gion, was uppermost in Jacob's mind. 
Accordingly he says, " if my urgent 
wants are supplied, if I escape all 
dangers, and, contrary to the ex- 
pectation entertained by myself and 
those who best know the circum- 
stances which forced me to fly, if I 
return in peace to my father's house ; 
it will thence be proved, that I am 
not abandoned to chance or to the 
governance of secondary influences, 
but that the Lord has been unto me 
a God, evincing himself as such by 
the especial protection afiforded to 
me. This great truth it behoves me 
to make generally known to man- 
kind ; and, therefore, I will raise a 
house of prayer to Him to whom all 
, prayer must be directed, and I will 
devote a tenth of my possessions to 
His service." 

Man is superior to all other ani- 
mals, because he acts accordiDg to 
his own will and determination. 
Nevertheless there are certain things 
which he does, as it were, intui- 
tively, and in common with all other 
animals, to which nature has given 
certain instincts for their preserva- 
tion ; instincts which undoubtedly 
are not bestowed in vain, but the in- 
fallible effects of which can be obvi- 
ously deduced. Thus, it is as natural 
and intuitive to man, that, when in 
danger, he should scream, as it is 
natural and instinctive to the cat, if 
thrown or falling from any height. 
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80 to contract her body that on 
alighting on the ground she finds 
her centre of gravity on her legs. 
Man» when threatened with immi- 
nent peril in an absolute wilderness, 
where he is sure no human being can 
afford him assistance, will neverthe- 
less shout and scream, because his 
doing so is intuitive and as indepen- 
dent of his will as is the action of 
putting forth his hands to save his 
head when falling, lliat the cry of 
pain is implanted in us by nature, 
is proved by the new-born infant, 
who, although unconscious of sur- 
rounding objects, utters his plaintive 
wail. 

This intuitive impulse, not to call 
it instinct, is not implanted without 
a wise purpose : The cries of man 
for help, if they reach any human 
ear, will procure assistance from his 
fellow-men. And such a cry is 
prayer. It is innate in man to im- 
plore the aid of a Superior Being 
when exposed to immediate danger. 
Let it not be said that this is the 
effect of education alone. Even the 
roan who has never been taught to 
believe in a God, much less to pray, 
will, notwithstanding, in the hour of 
his utmost need, utter some sound of 
invocation and of supplication. No 
man who was in danger of being en- 
gulfed by an earthquake, or of 
sinking under the billows, ever yet 
resigned life, without some involun- 
tary exclamation, such as, •* O God I " 
Dr even a simple " O ! " bursting 
from his lips : Nor is the last of these, 
though a single plaintive sound, less 
a prayer than the first. This most 



forcibly demonstrates, that prayer in 
its rudest form is intuitive to man ; 
and as nature bestows no instinct in 
vain, it confirms the words of Holy 
Writ : " Then wilt thou call, and 
the Lord will answer; thou wilt 
scream,* and the Lord will reply. 
Here I am I " (Isaiah Iviii. 9.) 
Therefore Jacob vowed to erect a 
house to the Lord, that mankind 
might there be instructed how and 
to whom to pray. 

It remains for us shortly to notice, 
why Jacob vowed to consecrate a 
tenth of his property to the service 
of the Lord, and why, previous to 
the giving of the law in the days of 
Abraham and Melchizedek, and 
through the enactments of the law 
down to the present times, one part 
in every ten has been set aside for 
the service of the Lord. The an- 
cients assumed the various heavenly 
powers and influences to be ten ; to 
which those who assigned the go- 
vernment of the world to the celes- 
tial constellations attributed all the 
good that they enjoyed. The wor- 
shippers of the true God, therefore, 
in order to express the real source 
of every good, and their independ- 
ence of those ten influences, conse- 
crated to him one part in ten of their 
increase, whether it were produced 
by agricultural or by commercial 
pursuits ; thus breaking in upon 
the supposed symbolical number, 
and evincing their gratitude to their 
only true Benefactor : As it is said, 
".Every thing is from thee and from 
thy hand we give to thee.'* (iChron. 
xxix. 14.) 



IV. MORALITY OF THE RABBIES. 

n^'oi? d^plQ HiDU^, Schmonah Perakim Leranham. 

EIGHT CHAPTERS OF ETHICS. 

BY MAIMONIDES. 

{Concluded from page 320.) 



We find it expressly declared by 
the prophet Isaiah, that some trans- 
gressors are punished by the Deity 
through a suspension of their free- 
will : As it is said, " The heart of 
this people shall be covered with fat, 
their ears made heavy, and their eyes 
shall be shut ; lest they see with 

3b 



their eyes, hear with their ears, and 
understand with their heart, and turn 
and be healed." (Isaiah vi. 10.) The 
meaning of these words is so plain 
and obvious, that they need no ex- 
planation whatever. They are, how- 
ever, a most valuable key to many 
other obscure and enigmatical pas. 
2 
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sages. Accordingly, they enable us 
to understand the words of the pro- 
phet Elijah, (peace be with him I) 
when, speaking of the impious athe- 
ists of his time, he savs, " Thou hast 
turned their hearts back ;*' that is, 
they having sinned according to the 
promptings of their will and inclina- 
tion, their punishment from thee is, 
— that thou tumest back their hearts 
from repentance, so that they perse- 
vere in the course they have adopt- 
ed. Thus, likewise, Hosea saith, 
"Ephraim confederates with idols: 
Let him do so." (Kosea iv. 170 His 
meaning is. As Ephraim, in the free 
exercise of his will, has become en- 
amoured of idolatry, and prefers ad- 
hering to his idols, his punishment 
is, that he is abandoned to the indul- 
gence in his sin : As it is said, " Let 
him do so." He who is accustomed 
to profound investigation and mature 
reflection, will approve of this expo- 
sition. 

Very different, however, is the 
meaning of the prophet when he 
says, '* Why, O Lord, hast thou led 
us astrav from thy ways, and hast 
hardened our hearts against thy 
fsar?" (Isaiah Ixiii. 170 These words 
have not the slightest connexion with 
our foregoing exposition. Accord- 
ing to the context which precedes 
and follows our quotation, the pro- 
phet meekly mourns over the cap- 
tivity and sufferings of his people, 
and prays, '* O Lord ! if Israel much 
longer continues in their present 
wretched and miserable state, they will 
entirely abandon truth and piety, and 
lose sight of thy fear; as if Thou 
wert the cause of that folly which 
first made them depart from the path 
of rectitude. The surrounding na- 
tions will, as thy servant Moses said, 
tax thee with want of power." And 
he closes his prayer with an invoca- 
tion to the Divine Mercy : *' Turn 
again, for the sake of thy servants 
and thine inheritance ; that thy holy 
name may not become blasphemea 
by the Heathen I" 

Having said this, we now return 
to our original position ; namely, 
that obedience to, or transgression 
of, the Divine command, depends 
entirely on man's own free and un- 
controlled will. He is the master of 
his own actions ; whatsoever he 



choo!<es to do he does, and what be 
declines doing he leaves undone. 
The only exception is, when the 
grievous abuse of his free-will, and 
the heinous sins thereby caused, are 
punished by the Deity with the sus- 
pension of man's free agency. It is 
likewise entirely in the power of man 
to acquire virtue or to sink into vice ; 
and it is therefore his duty, zealous- 
ly to strive after the attainment of 
those moral or mental perfections 
which no one but himself can secure 
to him. " If I am not concerned for 
myself, who besides can be so for 
me ?*' is the sage reflection of the 
pious Hillel. 

ITiei^'is, however, one topic more 
relating to this subject which we are 
bound concisely to investigate. Our 
intention was, to make no allusion 
to it, but it is now absolutely need- 
ful to the proper understanding of 
our subject. This topic is the pre- 
science of the Deity ; the great ar- 
gument insisted on, by those who 
assert that man is predestined by 
God to do good or evil ; and that he 
has no free agency or will, but is al- 
together dependent on the destiny . 
traced out for him by the Deity. 
Their manner of arguing is as fol- 
lows : " Did the Deity know before- 
hand that such an one is to be wick- 
ed or virtuous, or did he not know 
it ? " If thou repliest, he knew it^ 
the consequence is, that the indi- 
vidual, according to their theory, was 
predestined, or compelled, to be 
what the Deity knew he would be- 
come ; as otherwise the Divine know- 
ledge would be imperfect. If, on 
the contrary, the reply is, God does 
not know beforehand j such an answer 
is inconsistent with the absolute per- 
fection of the Godhead, incongruous 
in itself, and destructive of the fun- 
damental principles of faith. Listen, 
therefore, attentively to what I am 
now about to say ; amord it thy best 
attention, for it is unquestionably the 
(ruth. 

It is a standing axiom in meta- 
physics, *' God does not know by 
means of knowledge, or exist by 
means of life;" that is to say, we 
cannot separate his knowing and his 
being from his own essence. He 
and his knowledge are not two dis- 
tinct things, as is the case with man ; 
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— for man can be distinct from know- 
ledge, and knowledge can be distinct 
from man ; that is, it is not inherent 
in his essence. Thus Divine and 
human knowledge are altogether dis- 
similar. Were it possible to separate 
the knowledge of God from his ab- 
solute, inherent, and unconditional 
essence, the Deity would be a plu- 
rality, or a composite being; as he 
would comprise Himself, his know- 
ledge, his life, his power, and every 
other attribute, distinct from his 
essence-; — a supposition which can- 
not for a moment be entertained, 
since God is absolute unity. It is, 
therefore, a positive fact, that the 
knowledge of God, like all his" other 
attributes, is inherent, absolute, and 
unconditional in and to his essence. 

Another standing axiom in meta- 
physics is, " Human reason cannot 
conceive the Divine Essence, on ac- 
count of the infinite and complete 
perfection of God, and man's finite 
powers. For as there is in the ex- 
istence of the Deity nothing con- 
ditional or limited, it is altogether 
beyond the reach of our penetration. 
The inability of our reason, which 
prevents us from understanding His 
Essence, is like the inability of our 
eyes to gaze on the light of the sun ; 
it is not caused by any defect in the 
solar rays, but by the intrinsic weak- 
ness of our sight." Much has been 
said in support of this axiom ; which, 
however, presents itself to out minds 
as a self-evident truth. 

From what we have here said, it is 
fully demonstrated, that, as it is im- 
possible for our reason to have any 
adequate conception of the essence 
of the Deity, it is equally impossible 
for our reason to define his know- 
ledge, because his essence and his 
knowledge are inseparably but one. 
And as those who adduce the pre- 
science of the Deity as an argument 
in favour of predestination are com- 
pelled to admit that his essence can- 
not be conceived by human reason, 
it is inconsistent that they should 
attempt to define bis knowledge ; as 
they ought to know, that the one is 
as impossible for human reason to 
accomplish as the other. For as the 



Divine Knowledge and Essence are 
identically the same, were it possi- 
ble positively to define his know- 
ledge, it would likewise be possible 
clearly to have a proper conception 
of his essence : For the perfect com- 
prehension of His Essence and Being 
consists of a positive definition of 
His Knowledge, His Eternity, His 
Power, His Wisdom, His Will, and 
all His other glorious attributes ; 
and as they all are infinite, they are 
altogether beyond the grasp of finite 
reason. 

Thus it is evident how utterly fu- 
tile is the pretension to define his 
knowledge; as all that we can say is, 
"He knows," as we say/* He exists," 
without being able to illustrate either 
of these sayings. To him, therefore, 
who founds his argument in favour 
of predestination on the omniscience 
and prescience of the Deity, we re- 
ply. These his attributes, and the 
manner in which they are exercised, 
are as incomprehensible to thee as 
they are to us, or to any other human 
being; and Holy Writ checks our 
impertinent inquisitiveness on these 
subjects, by admonishing us, " Can 
thy researches define God? Canst 
thou penetrate the purpose of the 
Almighty?" (Job xi. 7.) 

Having thus met the last and 
strongest argument that can be ad- 
duced in favour of predestination, 
and shown how utterly unfounded 
is the basis on which it rests, we bid 
thee "Farewell !" and say. Know that 
man's actions depend solely on his 
own free-will : He either does right 
or wrong according to his own deter- 
mination, without being controlled 
by fate or predestination. It is 
therefore consistent with Divine Jus- 
tice to give its commands to man, to 
instruct and admonish him and to 
reward or punish his conduct. But 
the attributes of God, and the man- 
ner how his prescience and universal 
knowledge are exercised, will ever 
remain incomprehensible to us, being 
altogether beyond the reach and 
grasp of our reason. 

Thus have we attained the pur- 
pose which we proposed to ourselves 
in writing this treatise. 
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To the Editor of the Hebrew Review. 

Sir, — If the inclosed little allegory from the rTl^p)) i»V3, illustrative 
of the impulse of the first germs of true knowledge on the mind of our 
progenitor and patriarch Abram, be at all deemed worthy of a leaf in 
your Review, I shall feel moat happy in having contributed, through 
the very humble efforts of my pen, to a work so truly meriting the stre- 
nuous and undivided support of the Jewish community, and reflecting 
the highest honour on those gentlemen through whose labours it is 
edited. I have the honour to subscribe myself with great regard, &c. 

London, February 24th, 1835. H. 

6, South street^ Finsbury, 



V. RABBINICAL APOLOGUES. 

THE IMPULSE OF THE FIRST GERMS OF TRUE KNOWLEDGE ON 
THE MIND OF THE PATRIARCH ABRAHAM ; 

AN ALLEGORY FROM THE ♦il'l^pi? bi.^3 DBCORATIVELY EMBELLISHED FROM 
OTHER HEBREW COMMENTATORS. 

>Db ^D«. npbn n^^i n^n, tzjipob CDipoo ibno rr^nu^ "in^b, hwn 



L\ elucidation of my subject let 
us (says my author) picture to our- 
selves a philosopher passing from 
clime to clime in the anxious pursuit 
of knowledge, when suddenly, in 
some lone spot, where no visible 
trace of man's abode appeared, a 
splendidly illumined palace opens to 
his view ; amazed awhile, he m con- 
templative awe surveys, till thus at 
length his silence to nis companion 
breaks : "It would in this dreary 
waste to superficial glance appear, as 
though this noble fabric no possessor 
owned ; yet surely must such impulse 
quickly to firm conviction yield, that 
nought can possibly be of enchant- 
ment reared, out must in truth some 
directing hand obey ; foi* as well 
might man, — if on some desert isl- 
and cast, and finding there a relic 
of the finest sculptor, presume to ex- 
claim. Behold the effect of chance, 
whilst its mouldering beauties clearly 
owned the inventive genius of 
remoter days, — as dare assert aught 
in this mighty universe to be self- 
existent formed. Let us then nearer, 
and its attractive beauties more 
cloSefy view; perchance the owner 
we shall so attain." Scarcely had our 
traveller this exploring wish con- 
veyed, when lo, the possessor's self 
in his presence stood, and in mild 

• R. Isaac ben Moses Arama, vide Heb. 
Rev. page 11. 



benevolence thus his salutation 
spoke : — 

" Behold in me the Lord of this 
domain, where content and harmony, 
in uninterrupted bliss unite ! Wel- 
come within the portals of its sacred 
walls, far more brilliant than its out- 
ward dazzling glare. It is the abode 
of Wisdom; where, secluded from 
the busy scenes of life, hoary sages 
dwell ; enter, and with them enrich 
thine all-discerning mind, then bear 
its gleanings to regions yet un- 
blessed." 

Even thus the philosophic mind 
of our Patriarch, — ^whilst combating 
the infidel opinion of then- deluded 
man, that this mighty universe was 
the mere effect of chance, unguided 
and unswayed by that unseen yet 
all-directing Power, which rules on 
high, whose universal temple all 
space supplies; whose glory was, 
and is, and ever shall remain, ma- 
jestically triumphant throughout all 
nature's works, — more steadfast faith 
acquired ; and^ contemplating the 
vain impious homage paid to heaven's 
bright host, whose resplendent centre 
but throug:h His unerring will shines 
forth, he, in fervent love of the great 
God he owned, thus to each orb his 
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inward meditation spoke : " Behold, dancy of night. The Lord of all 

thou greater light which rulest the creation's host — his Name I " 
day, whose genial glow imparts both Reflections such as these flash'd 

joy and sustenance to all, yet surely across and wrought conviction on our 

canst not be that Deity, by all nature Patriarch's mind. The Almighty 

recognised the Eternal King ; for Creator, holding him firm in faith, 

thy might recedeth with declining from his high throne above, rejoiced in 

day, and giveth place unto the silvery the contemplations of his righteous 

moon, soft antidote to thy parching mind ; and, through his pious love, 

rays ; nor yet canst thou, O gentle resolved again to lead mankind. His 

moon, that Sovereign Power be, unto choicest work, from darkness into 

whom all creation adoration pours ; everlasting light. Wherefore to him 

for at morn's summons thou, too. He thus His mandate graciously re- 

again resignest thy cheering bright- vealed : ** Behold in me theAlmighty 

ness to the great orb of day ; nor yet King of all, that eternal Power, that 

can ye, ye twinkling stars of heaven, ruling Hand, thou hast well sought 

celestial power alone assume, but to ascertain; go thou, my Name 

each, in the elevated splendour of its make manifest throughout the world ; 

sphere, glory and praise incessantly depart thee hence and leave thy na- 

ascribes to the great master-hand of tive land ; thy kindred spot, thy fa- 

Him whose wisdom formed them all ; ther's house forsake ; for that abode 

who gave the sun alike the rule of I will make known to thee." 
day, the moon and stars the ascen- 

VI. ON HEBREW SYNONYMES. 

(Continued from page 318.) 

These particles of negation, denial, or refusal, are not indiscriminately 
used in Hebrew, but have their particular application : ij« and «b are 
negations of action; pw negates the existence of a subject. The 
former, therefore, are placed before verbs, the latter before substantives 
only. If you are asked, " Was any person here ? " your negative 
answer would be in Hebrew, p« ; " Did any one stand here ? " your 
reply is, 1D)r«i'. There is, however, so nice a distinction between i)« 
and «!?, as connected with the character of the verbs, that they require 
some further explanation. 

In Hebrew we have no auxiliary verbs, nor specific terms, to modify 
or qualify them ; such as, " could, can, might, must, ought," &c. All 
these inflexions are generally understood according to the context, in the 
verbs themselves. From nu^i^ we say, p U\l^^'* wb, "It ought 
not to be done so in our place." From b^\ " can,*' we 
find, 1^^ n!?!)' «i?%" She could no longer conceal him : " (Exod. ii. 3 :) 
liDi^n ij^T^wij, "The people dare or must not, go up to the mount:" 
(Exodus xix. 21 :) "In the evening, li?5«n, you must eat leavened 
bread:" (Exod. xii. 18:) rT!i« «^1, " And he would not send them 
away." (Exod. xiv. 15.) * We are also in want of signs to distin-^ 
guish the subjimctive from the indicative moods ; but they are in a 
manner expressed by i)« placed before the future tense, which may 
be considered optatively, or supplicatively ; in some cases expressive of 
hope : As, ibTi r\^D2 n«"i«-b«, "That I may not see the death of the 
child;" (Gen. xxi. 16;) in others as inspiring confidence: 
tDin« «1\n-b«, "Fear not, Abram;" (Gen. xv. 1;) or cautionary: 

• In Rabbinical Hebrew we find these modifications in sepamte words : As ^i^ijjr) " he 
may j " r'n, " must j " mttJT^ n>n, " be ought to do it j " -i^ir, " he needs." 
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an« n^nn ^bn-bw, "My son, do not walk in the way with them/' 
(Prov. i. 15.) We therefore find bn often joined to «i, which is 
nu^pn pu^b, "the language of supplication:" As, nmo ^nn «rb«, 
" Pray let there be no more strife ;" (Gen. xiii. 8 :) iini« ni)?n «i-b«, 
" Pray forsake us not : *' (Num. x. 31.) And, when i»H is joined to a noim, 
it expresses its opposite : AsniD"b«, "not-death, immortality; '* D1p-^w, 
"not to rise against, irresistible." But «b is always absolute and 
unconditional; and, when placed before the future of the verb, is 
imperative: As, ny^n-«K "Thou shalt not kill," nii:in-«!?, "Thou 
shalt not steal," and numerous others. And, being thus impera- 
tive, we cannot say, «r«i', as we say, «rb«, "Pray do not." The 
particle «b, in conjunction with adjectives, gives them a negative 
signification: As, tiTi^b, "powerless;'* (Proverbs — ) l^on-^ij, "un- 
just, impious." And, when joined to noims, it signifies a contrary 
meaning to that expressed in the noun : As, tD!)n-«^, "imwise, fool- 
ish;" inTT^b, "nothing;" birH% "one that is no god;" CDr-«i>, 
".those which are no people ; " which Mendelsohn rendered, in his 
German version, in one word: i?«"«b, ''' ungotteren ; ** tDi^-^i*, 
" unvolk!* (Deut. xxxii. 21, 22.) 

H^ is often foimd with the interrogative n : As, wi'rT, " Is it not ? " 
or with the ablative n: AsMDH «bn, " not with the sun." ( Job xxxiii. 28.) 
These servile letters are never prefixed to b«. 

And it is worthy of notice, that both «i) and ij«, denoting prohibition, 
are found in one verse: liD!)b ^mvn «b rTDDD;nb«l tD^b^i^j^rr^i^ 1i&n-!?«, 
" Turn not to idols, nor make any molten gods." (Lev. xix. 4.) This 
rather confirms our position. MiQ signifies, "to turn or incline towards 
a thing." The inclination towards idolatry, although sinfiil, is not such a 
crime as the making of idols. Therefore, the cautionary particle !?« is 
put to the former, and «b to the latter. 

The "noirin ^dDH, who certainly were aware that biK is not so 
imperative as i^t?, and fearing lest any prohibition in i)« would not be 
considered so binding as it must be with «i?„ have laid it down as a 
rule, rru^i^n-wb H^W i:^t^ bt^^ f&nnmn ^D«iu; DIpD b^, "Wherever 
the words, ' Take heed lest,' or i?« is used, they imply a prohibiting 
commandment." Thus we have endeavoured to explain the distinction 
between the first two particles. 

p«, as has been before noticed, expresses a negation of the existence 
of a subject; but it nevertheless implies the verb n''rT, " to be," or w\ 
"it is;" and it is equivalent to w^ nb: As, ^nn ^DV p«, "Joseph is 
not in the pit:" (Gen. xxxyii. 29;) }>1«n p« tz^^Hi, "And there is no 
man on the earth." (Gen. xix. 31.) Hence it is often used with the 
participle «!i: As, «!i p«T «VV p«, " There was no going out, and no 
coming in." (Josh. vi. 1.) ^i? p« is the usual expression for, "I have 
not;" b'2 p«, for, "nothing at all." 

p« is often used with n, and may be rendered, "without:" As, 
MDin p«!i, "vnthout the wall;" (Ezek. xxxviii. 11;) or, "before:" 
As, niDinn-pwrj, "before the deep." (Prov. viii. 24.) And, when the 
personal pronouns are the subject of the proposition, they are afiixed to 
p«: As, >:rt», "lam not;" -|r«, " Thou art not ; " Drt^, or, poeti- 
cally, TD^i^«, " They are not. And here, also, lies the diflPerence between 
«b and p« ; for n«1 'ii'« signifies, " I see not ; " but n«1-«i) requires the 
separate pronoun to follow, and we must say, >!)j« n«1 vd^ I do not see. 
The above critical distinctions between the three particles of negation 
accord with every part in Scripture wherever they occur. 
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I. THE MISHNA. 

niiM n^DD, Meseheth Aboth : ** the bthics of thb fathers." 

pib p. COMMENTS BY NAPHTALI HIRTS WESSELY. 

•» f ConHnued from poffe 360.) 

He • fturther said, " Do His 'will, as if it -were thine own, and He will grant t]iy will as 
if it were His owm. Anntd (or ffive up) thy will before His will, oad He wiU annul 
{or frustrate) the will of others before thy vriU." (II. 6.) 



Commentary. Do His ipiU, as if it 
were thine oioti, ^c, — Our teacher in- 
structs the righteous man in the 
highest degree of pietyr. " It is not 
sufficient," says he, " in cases where 
human inclinations gainsa]r the will 
of God, to obey the Divine com- 
mands reluctantly, and under a pain- 
ful struggle with our own rebellious 
desires ; but the truly righteous 
must obtain so perfect a command 
over himself, that active obedience 
to the will of the Deity must cause 
him no pain, and cost him no strug- 
gle, but must become the spontane- 
ous and unimpeded dictate of his 
own free-will, and be identified 
therewith. And, when man has 
thus completely subjugated all his 
desures, so that his own will merges 
into perfect obedience to the will 
of his Creator, his reward, as our 
teacher tells him, is commensurate : 
For, whilst a wise and beneficent 
Providence generally grants to good 
men the accomplishment of such of 
their desires as are really conducive 



to* their true happiness, here and 
hereafter, he] whose will is entirely 
absorbed in obedience to his Great 
Benefactor has granted to him what- 
soever he wishes: As, his will 
being always in accordance with, 
and subordinate to, the commands 
of his Creator, his reward from Pro- 
vidence is, that he wishes for no- 
thing but what is really conducive . 
to his true happiness. 

Afinul thy will, ^c.— As his former 
maxim relates to active, or positive, 
so does the present to passive or 
negative, obedience. It is not suffi- 
cient that thou constrainest thyself 
to abstain from that which the law 
of thy God has prohibited ; but thy 
own will must be so perfectly pros- 
trated before His, that whatever His 
law forbids must not at all excite 
thy desire. The reward of this per- 
fect resignation is, as our teacher 
tells us, that, whenever the desires 
of others are opposed to thy happi- 
ness, they will not be granted. 



HiLLEL said, " Do not separate thyself from the conmranity. Place no reliance on 
thyself tiU the day of thy death. Judge not thy neighbour until thon art placed in 
his situation. Say not, It is impossible such a thing should become knoum ; as, event* 
ually, it is sure to be known. Say not, 0^n I have perfect leisure I will study 
the law ; perhaps thou mayest never have perfect leisure." (II. 6.) 



Commentary. Hillel said — In 
his usual sententious manner this 



sage gives us various rules of prac- 
tical morality, and worldly wisdom 



* Rabbon Gamaliel, the son of Rabbenu Hakadosh. 
3 c 
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Though Hillel li^ed two centuries 
prior to R. Jehuda Hanassi^ yet, as 
the various maxims hitherto enume- 
rated were those of his descendants, 
who wished to preserve his sayinffs, 
these are here introduced in order 
not to break the chain of tradition, 
which subsequently re-commences 
with R. Jochanan ben Sachai. 

Do not separate thyself from the 
community — 'ITie pious Hillel, whose 
maxims are all fraught with the 
most pure morality, does not merely 
mean to tell us, that we are not to 
separate ourselves from the com- 
munity, in order to throw off that 
wholesome restraint which it exer- 
cises over our conduct, and the 
more freelv to indulge our inclina- 
tions ; for ne who does so is an evil- 
doer. His meaning is, on the con- 
trary. If thou feelest within thyself 
the power of superior puritjr and 
sanctity, and barbourest the wish to 
devote thyself entirely to the wor- 
ship of thy God, and the service of 
his law, do not, therefore, contemn 
the community of which thou art a 
member. Do not say, "Because 
they are more immersed in worldly 
. pursuits than myself, and do not so 
completely give themselves up to 
the adoration of the Most High as I 
do, they are not worthy that I 
should associate with them. A man 
of my sanctity ought to separate 
from such a worldly-minded com- 
munity.'' Be assured that such re- 
flections are sinful, not the offspring 
of piety, but of vanity and ambition, 
which prompt thee to raise thyself 
in thine own estimation and that of 
others, at the expense of thy bre- 
thren, members of the same com- 
munity, and of whose true worth thou 
art not called upon to constitute thy- 
self the judge. Our instructer, more- 
over, gives us the wise counsel, not 
to stand isolated and alone in the 
world, but always to adhere to a com- 
munity, the weal or woe of which we 
share. We shall find this advice 
good even in our ordinary afiairs; 
for union gives strength ; and the 
more closely united a community is, 
the more prosperous will become the 
individual members of which it is 
composed. 

Place no reliance on thyself, Sfc. — 
Among the many wise rules of this 



great teacher, on wliich we have al- 
ready commented, there are few, if 
any at all, more important than the 
one to which we are now about to give 
our attention. In every respect, re- 
ligious, moral, or secular, this maxitn 
is alike wise and salutary. In a religi- 
ous andmoral point of view, our teacher 
tells us, " Do not believe thyself so 
firm in thy principles, so steadfast in 
thy faith, that it is impossible for thee 
to stumble. Do not place too great 
confidence in thy strength of mind» 
or mastery over thy passions, so as 
to hold thyself assured of victory, 
whatever temptations may assail thee. 
Do not flatter thyself that thou alone 
art exempt from the frailties of hu- 
man nature, and standest upright by 
thy own unaided might; and that, 
therefore, thou needest not implore 
support from above. Know that 
man on earth is in a continued state 
of warfare with his own passions and 
desires, nor can he claim the victory 
until the battle is ended; and, though 
he may vanquish his stubborn de- 
sires in many an ardent contest, vet 
let him not thence infer, that, oe- 
cause often victor, he is to be always 
victorious. Know, the more highly 
exalted a man is above his fellows, 
by his religious and moral qualities, 
the more fierce are the assaults of 
temptation which he has to sustain :'* 
As our Rabbies said, 

" Whosoever is greater than his 
neighbour, his passions are likewise 
greater.'* And though man's chief 
merit consists in subjugating his pas- 
sions, and resisting the assaults of 
temptation, yet, that he may do ei- 
ther, he needs the support of Hea- 
ven. Let him every day pray to an 
all-merciful God not to expose him 
to temptation ; and let him in no case 
blindly confide in his own strength, 
and rashly provoke that trial which 
he might avoid ; but let him be con- 
stantly on his guard against himself, 
and against the most dangerous foe 
that can beset him, — over-weening 
self-confidence. Nor is the maxim 
of our teacher less important in a 
worldly point of view; and we are 
certain that, were it more generally 
adopted, less unhappiness would be 
found amongst men than at present. 
Man is generally prone to trust too 
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much to his own understanding and 
abilities ; however distrustful of 
others, his self-confidence is un- 
bounded. But were we to consult 
some aged man, and ask him can- 
didly to tell us whether, in his un- 
dertakings, he had not generally been 
led into error from too great a reli- 
ance on his powers, the answer would 
probably be, "Yes; such has been 
my fate. Those efforts from which, 
as I expected, the greatest happiness 
would have resulted, have generally 
been failures, attended with the bit- 
terest disappointment. I wish I had 
my time to come over again, to be 
once more young, but possessed of 
my present experience." Such would 
be the candid reply of the most pros- 
perous old man ; and such is the 
lesson which his experience offers, 
and which ought not to be lost on us. 
Therefore our instructer tells us, 
** Place no reliance on thyself, until 
the day of thv death." Do not con- 
sider thy unaerstanding and talents 
as above the general standard of hu- 
man abilities. Whatever thou doest, 
reflect maturely, and, if thou failest, 
be not disappointed, but know that 
thou, like all other men, art liable to 
err. Remember that * fortune is 
fickle, prosperity transient. What- 
ever thou art, and whatever thou 
possessest, should, therefore, not in- 
spire thee with presumptuous self- 
confidence ; for, in the midst of thy 
arrogant aspirations, our teacher re- 
calls to thy memory the day of thy 
death. Then, and then only, may 
the review of thy past actions enable 
thee to say, " I have fought, and I 
have conquered." 

Judge not thy neighbour until thou 
art placed in his situation — The in- 
tention of our teacher is not here to 
tell us, that we are not to judge or 
decide disputes between our neigh- 
bours, if called upon to do so, or to 
administer justice according to the 
laws, if sucn is our office ; for these 
are duties the performance of which 
society has a right to claim, and 
from which no man to whom they 
are confided can withdraw himself. 
The judgment which our teacher 
cautions us against, is the opinion 
pronounced of the moral worth and 
virtue^ of another man, and of his 
conduct. His maxim teaches us, that 



no man is capable of correctly ap- 
preciating the conduct of another, 
unlesa placed in precisely similar cir- 
cumstances, and influenced by the 
same motives. And, as this can 
scarcely ever be done, we should not 
presume to condemn that which we 
cannot fully investigate. Further, 
the heart of man is an abyss which 
no one can fathom ; but, were it even 
possible that we could read what 
passes there, we should still be un- 
able to form a correct judgment. 
The moral character of man is sub- 
ject to numberless influences. His 
constitutional habits, the clime of 
his birth, his education, his asso- 
ciates, the objects which are most 
frequently present to his mind, ex- 
ercise a degree of power over his 
mind, and inclinations, and feelings, 
so different in various individuals, 
that it is next to impossible to find 
any two who think and feel precisely 
alike on any subject. Where then is 
the standard by which a man is to 
be guided, ere he forms his opinion ? 
Our teacher, therefore, tells us, 
" Until thou art placed in precisely 
similar circumstances, and influenced 
by the same motives, which, from 
the great diversity of thought and 
feeling, can never be, do not pre- 
sume to judge or condemn any man. 
There is but one Judge, the great 
Omniscient Author of all, who 
searcheth the heart and inward parts, 
and giveth unto every man according 
to the fruit of his own doings : But 
thou, O man, do not presume to 
brand thy neighbour with the name 
of wicked or evil : Rather say, ' He 
is unfortunate, because he yielded to 
an influence that caused him to do 
evil.' " 

Say not, " It is impossible such a 
thing should be known," &'c. — ^There 
are transgressions, which, were it 
possible to keep them concealed, 
woudd appear to the corrupt imagi- 
nation of man as no transgressions 
at all. It is against these most insidi- 
ous, because most tempting, offences 
that this maxim of our teacher is 
directed. It does not attempt to 
argue the offender out of his mis- 
take, that these actions are not sin- 
ful provided he can succeed in keep- 
ing them concealed, but it cautions 
him not to flatter himself with the 
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chimerical ideaj that the offence he is 
about to commit will escape detec- 
tion i and, therefore, tells nim posi- 
tively, " Eventttalty it is sure to be 
known." There is an all-seeing Eye, 
whom nothing escapes. Man ought 
therefore so to act, that he may have 
nothing to be ashamed of, or to wish 
concealed, even though all his ac- 
tions should be open to general in- 
spection. 

Do not say, *' When I have perfect 
leisure,*' 4"^. -—Our teacher, who has 
already, on a former occasion, taught 
us the value of time, continues nis 
lesson, by pointing out the danger 
of delays in all things, but particu- 
larly in matters connected with re- 
ligion. ** Do not," he says, " give 
the exclusive preference to worldly 
matters, so as to dela^ the care of 
thy immortal soul until thy fortune 
be made, or till thou hast acquired 
a competence, or till such success 



attends thy avocations and pursuits 
that thou canst afford to spare a lei- 
sure hour to that which, in justice to 
thyself, ought to be the principal ob- 
ject of thy attention. If such is thy 
determination ; if God's holy law is 
to await the hour of perfect leisure 
which thy multifarious occupations 
permit thee to set apart ; rest assured 
that hour will never come. For, 
though our teacher says» as if in 
doubt, •• Perhaps thou mayest never 
be at perfect leisure," yet it is fact, 
approved by experience, that he who 
suffers his mind to be engrossed by 
the transient affairs of this world to 
that degree that he adjourns his firist 
duties until a more convenient pe- 
riod, will seldom see that period 
arrive. In all things, but particu- 
larly in the performance of thy du- 
ties towards thy Creator, remember 
the precious maxim of this jsaf^e 
teacher, ** If not now, when ? " 



He also said, " The Sl3, * ignoramtis,' fears not' sin. The yvm V», ' woildly minded, " 
cannot be pious. Hie |^b3^2, 'timidly basbfol,^ camiot learn. Thepsp; ' quemlons,' 
(peevish,) cannot be a teacher. Not ereiy one who is extensively engaged in com- 
merce becomes wise. And, in a place where there are no men, do thon endeavour to 
become a man." (II. 7.) 



Commentary. The 111 " igno- 
ramus f*' fears not «»— The word '111 
i8,in common Rabbinical phraseology, 
used to express a man who is utterly 
ignorant of his religious dutie's. 
Such an one, our teacher tells us, 
cannot fear sin, as that fear is in- 
spired only by a knowledge of reli- 
gion and its holy laws ; and he who 
possesses that knowledge is no 
longer a "1 11. Man is not to sup- 
pose that the feeling of religion is 
the offspring of fear. On the con- 
trary, without the feelings of religion, 
man would know no fear. As a 
member of society, he may be afraid 
of offending against its enactments, 
because his punishment is direct and 
palpable ; but sin, the feeling of 
having infringed the laws of the 
Deity, and fear of its consequences, 
can be entertained by him only who 
knows what religion dictates. Our 
teacher does not tell us, that the "111 
is condemned for his ignorance ; but 
he points out to us the effect pro- 
duced on the soul by the ignorance 
of religion, in contrast to that pro- 
duced by the knowledge thereof. 
- TAepwn t=i>r, ''worldly^mjnded/' 



cannot be pious — The human mind 
is so constituted, that it cannot at 
the same time contain two govern- 
ing principles ; but the one which is 
paramount naturally absorbs, or, at 
least, subjects, all others. He whose 
mind is fixed on heaven, who feels 
that his stay in this world is but 
transient, and preparatory to a bet- 
ter state of existence, will not per- 
mit his terrestrial pursuits, his careB> 
or his pleasures, to divert him from 
the great principle which influences 
all his actions, and tells him, " Obe- 
dience to thy God before all things." 
He, on the contrary, who permits 
his thoughts to be led astray by the 
petty griefs and petty pleasures, the 
idle efforts and the vain success, of 
this world, will become so entirely 
absorbed by his futile cares and pur- 
suits, that ho worthier idea can find 
room in his mind. Th» former, a 
sojourner on earth, forgets not that 
he is destined to become a citizen of 
heaven;— the latter, fixed to the 
globe on which he dwells, can spare 
no thought to stray* beyond its con- 
fines : — The former is pious ; the 
latter cannot' be so. He may be vir- 
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tuous, in the worldly acceptation of 
the word; he may not injure his 
neighbour or commit any direct of- 
fence ; but he cannot be pious, and 
ready to sacrifice every thing, even 
hfe, to his God. 

The fU^^^l, " timidly basfiful," 
cannot learn. — Praiseworthy as is the 
quality of modesty, yet it is detri- 
mentsd for the youthful student to 
permit timid bashfulness to sway his 
mind. That which he knows* not 
he fears to inquire about, because he 
is ashamed to expose his ignorance. 
His timidity depicts the acquisition 
of knowledge as impossible, and be- 
yond his reach ; his bashfulness im- 
presses him with a feeling of infe- 
riority, which, in itself, is the greatest 
bar to his progress. Our teacher, 
having thus, in few words, pointed 
out the fatal consequence of over- 
bashfulness, leaves it to us to draw 
the inference, that, as timidity ren- 
ders the student unfit to learn, intre> 
pidity is his first virtue. It will 
teach him that whatever is possible 
to others is likewise possible to him, 
and that application and persever- 
ance overcome the greatest ob- 
stacles. 

The pap, ** querulous" (peevish) 
man, cannot be a teacher — No pur- 
suit in life requires patience in so 
eminent a degree as that of a teacher ; 
as nothing is so apt to excite anger, 
and weary the mind, as having 
wasted repeated explanations on a 
person incapable of comprehending. 
Our teacher, therefore, tells us that 
whosoever takes upon himself the 
duty of teaching others must arm 
himself with patience and equani- 
mity. And, if these qualities are 
most needfid to him who is to guide 
the youthful in the ordinary path of 
human knowledge, they are equally 
so to him who is to direct the youth- 
ful and the aged in the most import- 
ant of all knowledge, that of the 
law of God. 

Not every one who is extensiifely en^ 
gaged in commerce becomes towtf-— Our 
teacher, himself most sage, alludes 
to the ordinary knowledge of the 
world. He allows that extensive 
commerce and intercourse with man- 
kind contribute to polish the mind, 
buthe does not assume, as a necessa- 
ry consequence of that intercourse — 



that it must needs make men wise. 
Wisdom, in the sense of our teacher, 
is not gained by commerce, or other 
worldly pursuits, alone. The aim 
and object of those pursuits must be 
directed to other than mere terres- 
trial concerns, to merit the name of 
wisdom. And though he does not 
exclude any class or profession from 
the attainment of that wisdom, he is 
far from allowing it to be the neces- 
sary consequence of such avoca- 
tions. 

And, in a place where there are no 
men, do thou endeavour to become a 
man — Humility is a* most praise- 
worthy quality, and is well known 
to be considered as the first of mu- 
ral virtues, according to the spirit of 
the Jewish religion. Holy Writ 
praises no quality or perfection of 
the greatest of prophets, Moses, ex- 
cept only his humility ; of which it 
states that " the man Moses was 
very humble, more so than all 
the men who are upon the face of 
the earth." (Numbers xii. 3.) And 
this it does because true humility is 
an epitome of every other virtue. 
As, on the contrary, haughtiness is the 
epitome of every vice, as the Psalmist 
saith, " The wicked in the pride of 
his wrath considereth not; in all his 
thoughts there is no God." (Psalm 
X. 4.) Accordingly, in all the 
sage maxims of the tanaim, humi- 
lity is recommended as the first of 
virtues. Our teacher, however,- 
points out to us a case in which hu- 
mility is not compatible with our 
duty. He says, " It is true, as se- 
veral tanaim have taught us, that no 
man should arrogate to himself the 
office of teacher, J^der, or head of 
his community ; but, if it should be 
thy fate to dwell in a place where 
there is no one more competent than 
thyself worthily to fill those ofiices 
which the welfare of the community 
requires should be manfully admi- 
nistered, do not thou shrink from 
the performance of a duty which the 
necessities of the times impose on' 
thee. And, though th)i(Own feelings 
of humility tell thee thou art unfit 
to be the guide of others, yet thoa 
must submit^to the burthen imposed 
on thee, and devote thy best endea- 
vours worthily to perform thy task." 

{To be continued.) 
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11. METAPHYSICS AND PHILOSOPHY OF THE RABBIES. 

Sepher Ikkarim : ** book of pbinciples : " by b. josbph albo. 
{Continued from page 364.) 



CBAPTBB XXV. 

A PHIL080PHSB of my acquaint- 
ance^ with whom I had some argu- 
mentatioD, maintained, that "in order 
to come to a^correct judgment of a 
thing, we must bestow due consider- 
ation on its material, form, origin, 
and tendency. If we subject the 
law of Moses to this fouc-fold or- 
deal, we find it defective in every 
one of these respects. For, with re- 
gard to the materials, they are hete- 
rogeneous ; as we find tnerein nar- 
ratives which have no connexion 
whatsoever either with laws or re- 
ligion. Concerning its origin, it 
(the law of Moses) is defective, be- 
cause it occupies itself but little with 
those Divine and sublime mysteries, 
on which faith in the Deity and his 
attributes is founded, and which 
alone throw a light on his essence. 
Respecting its tendency, it is imper- 
feet, being altogether silent about 
the eternal felicity of the soul, which 
is the chief aim of all religious in- 
struction, and limiting its promises 
to temporal happiness alone. In re- 
ference to the form, it is inadequate 
to its purpose ; for, in order that a 
religious system be perfect, it must 
comprise three things : 1. The du- 
ties of man towards his Creator ; the 
ritual which prescribes the worship 
and service of the Deity, and is 
called ceremonial. 2. The duties of 
man towards his feUow-men; the 
law which prescribes bis conduct to- 
wards other mei^ or towards the 
society of which he is a member, 
and is called judicial. 3. The du- 
ties of man towards himself; the 
code which prescribes his know- 
ledge of himself, that he may culti- 
vate good qualities, and eschew evil 
ones, audit is called moral. But," con- 
nued he, "in each of these three 
points the law of Moses is unsatis- 
factory. Fo» the ceremonial of that 
law commands the slaughtering of 
animals, the burning of flesh and fat, 
the sprinkling of blood, which is al- 
together disffusting; whereas, the 
ofiering of bread and wine is far 
more cleanly. Its judicial enact- 



ments direct to take usur^ from a 
stranger, thus making a distinction 
detrimentid to human society. It 
further commands, that he who is 
guilty of involuntary homicide is to 
seek an asylum until the death of 
the high priest; and as this event 
might sometimes take place soon, 
and at others, at a remote period, 
an indefinite and variable punish- 
ment is thus inflicted for offences of 
the same kind. Moreover, it aban- 
dons the homicide to the avenger 
of the blood, should the former quit 
his asylum ; and grants impunitv to 
the latter, should he slay him : Thus 
the premeditated murderer remains 
unpunished, and the unfortunate 
man, who has innocently caused the 
death of another, remains una- 
venged ; a system contrary to every 
true feeling of justice and civiliza- 
tion, which requires that no blood 
should be shed except by the deci- 
sion of a tribunal duly constituted, 
and competent to judge. The mo- 
ral code of the Mosaic law confines 
all its precepts to action, but does 
not watch over that purity of mind, 
which religion ought principally to 
enforce.*' These were tne objections 
which this philosopher opposed to 
the law of Moses. We, however, 
succeeded in proving to him, that 
these objections were unfounded, 
contrary to truth, and could only 
result from ignorance of, and a 
slight and superficial acquaintance 
with, our holy law. We commenced 
with an introduction, the truth of 
which human reason cannot deny. 
Whatever narration demands our 
faith, must, although the facts it 
relates may be contrary to the ordi- 
nary course of nature, be possible ; 
that is to sav, the. facts must, never- 
less, be within the reach of reason, 
so that it can form an idea of their 
possibility. This we have more at 
large demonstrated in the twenty- 
second chapter of our first division. 
For events may be contrary to the 
ordinary course of nature, — as» the 
crossing of the Red Sea, and other 
similar wonders, wrought by Moses 
and the prophets ; yet it is not 
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impossible to the omnipotent Creator 
of nature to bring about such 
events if he pleases ; and reason 
can, therefore, conceive that, when 
such was his pleasure, these deeds 
became not only possible, but were 
actual facts* But, on the contrary, 
narrations, the possibility of which 
human reason cannot at all con- 
ceive, or assertions that a thinp^ 
rs, and is not, at the same 
time, cannot claim our faith : As, 
for instance, that the identical 
body should at one and the same 
time be in two different places ; that 
a unit should at the same time be 
two distinct units. Such assertions 
as these human reason rejects as 
impossible ; nor can it be attributed 
to the Deity, that he renders possible 
that which in itself is impossible ; 
any more than it can be attributed to 
Him that he can create anot]^er being 
who in every possible respect shall 
be His equal; or that he can 
form a square, each side of which 
shall be equal to the diagonal line ; 
or %hat what is passed should be yet 
to come. All these things are ut- 
terly impossible in themselves ; nor 
can Divine Omnipotence be taxed 
with rendering them possible. Faith 
in impossibilities like these cannot 
be entertained, and, if entertained, 
cannot contribute to perfection. For, 
were [it 'possible that a belief, con- 
trary to the dictates of reason could 
contribute to perfection, man would 
have no advantage over other ani- 
mals ; as he may not make use of 
his reason, and obey its dictates. 
After having stated this, by way of 
introduction, we now proceed to 
meet the objections urged, as before 
stated. The reply to the first objec- 
tion, namely, the materials, or con- 
tents of the sacred records : No 
narration is there to be found that is 
superfluous, and not necessary to 
religion, knowledge, or morality, 
or which does not aid the exposition 
of some great command. Even the 
words, ** And Timnah was the con- 
cubine of Eliphaz the son of Esau," 
(Genesis xxxvi. 11,) were necessarily 
introduced in order to distinguish 
Amalek, who, by the law, was doomed 
to extermination, from the other de- 
scendants of Esau, respecting whom 
it is said, " Thou shalt not detest 



the Edomite, for he is thy brother." 
(Deut. xxiii. 8.) Whatever narrative 
is introduced into Holy Writ has its 
cause and reason, as is well known 
to the profound searcher ; nor is any 
one found in vain. The second ob- 
jection, relative to the origin of the 
Mosaic law, is altogether unfounded. 
On the contrary, the glorious attri- 
butes of the Deity are no where so 
fully described as in this law. Such are 
the unity and immateriality of God ; 
his being inconceivable to man ; as 
is said, " Man cannot behold me 
and live." (Exodus xxxiii. 14.) We 
are, also, there taught that all that 
man can conceive of the Deity are 
those attributes by which He (blessed 
be He !) governs his creatures. Thus, 
when Moses prayed, ** I beseech 
thee make known unto me thy ways, 
that I may know thee," &c., the 
Deity revealed to him the thirteen 
attributes with which he governs the 
world, and which man may compre- 
hend in a greater or less degree, ac- 
cording to his mental and moral per- 
fection. But the Divine Essence it 
is impossible for man to comprehend. 
This law likewise denies and de- 
nounces the belief of the Deity being 
at all material ; as it is said, " Take 
ye, therefore, good heed unto your- 
selves, for ye saw no manner of simi- 
litude," &c. (Deuteron. iv. 15.) ITie 
third objection, respecting " its ten- 
dency, is likewise untrue; for, so 
far from the law limiting its promises 
to temporal happiness, it contains 
sufficient indications of a future 
state, as we shall more fully demon- 
strate in our fourth division. We 
therefore only observe that, as the 
nation had constantly before their 
eyes a succession of wonders, not 
only whilst in the desert, but also 
when settled in the promised land, 
some of which even continued in the 
second temple, though prophecy had 
ceased ; such as, that every harvest 
preceding the sabbatical year pro- 
duced sufficient*for three years' con- 
sumption ; that though the whole male 
population every tabernacle assem- 
bled at Jerusalem, yet no hostile 
invasion was ever at that period at- 
tempted ; as it is written, " Neither 
shall any man desire thy land, when 
thou goest up to appear before the 
Lord thy God j '' (Exod. xxxiv. 24 ;) 
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these wonders cannot have failed to 
impress the entire nation with tHe 
conviction of a future state. For, 
not only did these miracles serve to 
attest the truth of their faith, 
but they must likewise have taught 
them, that the soul of man is im- 
mortal, emanated from the Source 
of life and immortality, who does not 
interrupt the ordinary course of na- 
ture for creatures whose existence is 
but temporal. The only remaimng 
pbiection is that offered to the form or 
manner in which the law of Moses 
conveys its doctrines ; and this, too, 
is such as to prove at once the super- 
ficial acquaintance of the objector 
with that law, of the true merits 
pf which he is altogether ignorant. 
In each of the three subjects into 
which he divides his objection, the 
law of Moses offers the most perfect 
svstem of instruction that can any 
where be found. 1. Relating to 
rituals and ceremonials. It recom- 
mends prayers; as is written, ''^ie 
shall serve the Lord your God." The 
service of man towards his God con- 
sists in prayers, as is fully proved by 
our Rabbies in the Talmud, (tre^ises, 
Baba^Kamah, folio 22, and Baba^ 
MeziaK folio 100,) and as we shall, 
with the help of God, demonstrate m 
our Fourth Division. It likewise di- 
rects us to love and to fear the Lord ; 
as it U written, " Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God." "Thou shalt fear 
thy God." " The Lord thy God shalt 
thou fear, and him thou shalt serve.' 
The sacrifices which the law enacts 
were, as manv of our Sages main- 
tain, instituted in order to prevent 
the people from falling into idolatry, 
and adopting the rites used at the 
worship of strange Gods. Accord- 
ingly the Prophet says, ' I spoke 
not to your fathers, and I did not 
commas them, on the day I brought 
them out from the land of Egypt, 
concerning bumt-offerings or sacn- 
fices; but this thing I commanded 
them, saving, Obey my voice.' (Jere- 
miah vii. 22, 23.) Many others of 
our Sages, however, maintained that 
the sacrifices were instituted with an 
essential aim and purpose; and rf 
we adopt their opinion, we should 
say, that such were enacted in order 
to strike the heart and mmd of the 
sinner with the following reflection : 



" The animal which I have immolated 
was but now alive, and in the fulness 
of its vigour ; it is now utterly con- 
sumed, and nothing of it is left, but 
the act of having sacrificed it in obe- 
dience to the Divine will and plea- 
sure, as expressed in the book of the 
law. I too must die; my firm-set 
limbs will be consumed, and of me, 
too, nought will survive and remain 
but obedience to the will of my 
Creator." Nor can these sacrifices in 
any case be called disgusting, as it 
is an established fact that they were 
acceptable to the Deity, as was proved 
by the fire from heaven descending 
and consuming the burnt-offering 
and the fat on the altar, as was the 
case with Moses in the tabernacle, 
with David in the bam of Araunah, 
with Solomon in the temple, and with 
Elijah on Mount Carmel. The glory 
of the Lord dwelt visibly among the 
Israelites on the spot where the sacii- 
fices were brought ; Divine inspira^ 
tion and prophecy were afforded to 
sage and holy men ; the High Priest 
predicted future events by means of 
the Urim and Thummim ; facts well 
known to, and attested bv, an entire 
nation : But in every other system, 
ritual or ceremonial, assuming to be 
Divine worship, no real and continu- 
ous wonder was ever seen and uni- 
versally acknowledged, as was the 
undoubted case with the worship of 
the law. And when these other sys- 
tems pretend to a salutary influence 
on the soul and its felicity, such a 
pretension is unsupported either by 
reason or [evidence. And idle pre- 
tensions and assumptions like these 
have given rise to the saying, that 
" he who wishes to tell a falsehood 
with sinall chance of detection, should 
lay his scene of action at a distance." 
Tnerefbre the Jew who is adcustom- 
ed to place his faith on the truth, to 
reflect and maturely to investigate 
ere he forms an opinion, even though 
it does not contest positive and visi- 
ble evidence, or is contrary to innate 
impressions, such as are contained 
in Uie law of Moses, revealed with 
the greatest possible publicity and 
authenticity, — the Jew finds it diffi- 
cult to force his reason into a belief 
of something which that reason re- 
jects as impossible ; for how can he 
believe that, the possibility of which 
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he cannot comprehend, and of which 
his reason cannot conceive or form 
any idea? Respecting the judicial 
enactments of the law of Moses, they 
are more perfect than those of any 
other system, inasmach as love of 
human kind is commanded ; as it is 
written, '* Thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bour like thyself." (Leviticus xix. 
18.) Hatrea and rancour are for- 
bidden : " Thou shalt not hate 
thy brother in thy heart." The 
law likewise enjoins love to the 
stranger 5 as it is written, ** Love ye 
therefore the stranger, for ye were 
strangers in the land of Egypt;" 
(Deut. X. 19 ;) and forbids to oppress 
him : " He shall dwell with thee, in 
the midst of thee, in the place which 
he shall choose, in one of thy gates, 
wheresoever he liketh; thou shalt 
not oppress him." (Deut. xxiii. 16.) 
If the law permits to take interest 
from a ^13^, that word means ** a fo- 
reigner, an idolater," who does not 
observe the seven laws of the Noach- 
idaB. In every judicial respect the 
law of Moses takes precedence over 
every other legislative system, as it 
apportions the punishment to the 
offence, with the utmost precision 
and equity ; which we have already 
instanced in our last chapter. If the 
law does not put to death the 
avenger of blood, who has lulled the 
involuntary homicide, it must be 
observed that the latter must have 
been guilty, if not of positive crime, 
at least of ^eat imprudence ; for if 
his occasioning the death of another 
was the effect of pure chance, he 
need not seek an asylum at all ; and 
whoever, in that case, attacked and 
slew him became a murderer in the 
eye of the law, and was punished 
accordingly. But the reason why 
his stay in the asylum depended on 
the life of the high priest, is given at 
length in the Talmud, (treatise 
Makkoth, folio llj). to which we refer. 
We. Jews maintain, aiid are justified 
in thV assertion, tha|; the law of 
Moses is perfect. But, to aUov 
tliese laws to be Divine, and never- 
theless to maintain that they must 
be. amended and perfected py hu- 
man enactments, and supplementary 
statutes of different empires, id, to 
say the least of it, very singular. 
Respecting the morals taught by the 



law of Moses, the obiection that its 
precepts are confined to deeds only, 
and do not take cognizance of 
thoughts and desires of the heart, is 
altogether unfounded and imtrue. 
The law tells us explicitly, ** Circum- 
cise the foreskin of your hearts.'' 
(Deut. x. 17.) All the directions to 
love God, to fear him, to love our 
neighbours, not to harbour hatred, 
rancotir, or revenge, and many others 
of a similar kind, can only relate, 
and be addressed, to the inward feel* 
ings of the heart. If the law com- 
mands deeds, it is because purity of 
the heart would be vain, unless dis- 
played in corresponding deeds ; but 
the chief aim of all its instruction is 
to preserve the heart from becoming 
corrupt, and from harbouring repre- 
hensible thoughts and desires. There- 
fore, David says, " A pure heart cre- 
ate in me, O God ! " (Psalm li. 10,) 
and he repeats the expression in 
many other places. Thus, then, the 
law of Moses is, in every respect, 
most perfect ; and all the objections 
urged against it by the philosopher 
are proved to be utterly unfounded, 
and contrary to truth. David h^ 
concisely, but jusUy, expressed the 
true character of this law in the four 
particulars we have examined, when 
he says, "The law of the Lord is 
perfect, restoring the soul." (Psalm 
xix. 8.) By the word niin, "law." 
he means that all its contents, as the 
inebriety of Noah or of Lot, and si- 
milar narratives, are all related for a 
certain moral purpose, and as ex- 
amples for our caution and instruc- 
tion. When calling it "n fl^lin, 
" the law of the Lord," he means 
that its origin is perfect, as it cannot 
be otherwise, emanating from the 
Holy One, (blessed be Hb !) who is 
all-perfection ; and therefore it can- 
not partake of the errors and defects 
incidental to whatever is of human 
origin. By the word " perfect," he 
signifies that its form is free from all 
defects; and by the expression, 
mSJi nTWD, "restoring the soul," he 
denotes the tendency of the law, 
which is the eternal felicity of the 
soul. The word n^^lZ^D, " restore^" 
means that the spirit may return to 
its Immortal Source; as is said, 
" And the spirit i^tt^n returns to God 
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who gave it." (Eccles. xii. 7.) Thus, 
in evtry one of these four particulars, 

{To he continued.) 



David maintains the perfection of 
the law of Moses. 



III. CUSTOMS AND OBSERVANCES OF THE JEWS. 



tDniQ Purim. I4th 

Tress two days of rejoicing, al- 
though established subsequently to 
the law of Moses, are nevertheless, 
by the unanimous consent of the 
whole Jewish nation, received and 
observed as a religious festival. The 
contemporaries of the event which it 
commemorates " ordained and took 
upon themselves and their seed, and 
upon all such as joined themselves 
unto them, not to fail in the keeping 
of these two days." Therefore, the 
observance, as a religious vow on the 
part of our pious ancestors, confirmed 
by those who [at the time were in- 
vested with due authority, is binding 
upon us and upon our descendants 
unto the latest generations. De- 
voted to hilarity without the prohi- 
bition of men's ordinary avocations, 
(which are strictly forbidden on the 
holy-days ordained bjr the law of 
Moses,) this festival neither partakes 
of that solemnity with which the 
holy-days of the law are celebrated, 
nor does it sink into Bacchanalian 
orgies, like the rejoicings of other 
ancient nations : But it is consecrated 
to that heartfelt and grateful joy 
which ought to attend the memory 
of the marked and merciful protec- 
tion of Providence. When the an- 
nals of other nations record wars 
and conquests, victories and defeats, 
prosperity and suffering, all of 
which, doubtless, were under the 
salutary control of an All-guiding 
Providence, its direct interposition 
is nowhere so visible, as in the his- 
tory of the Israelites ; no one event 
of which, since the calling of Abra- 
ham, is it possible to dwell upon 
without being penetrated with the 
conviction, that Divine Providence 
is, in a most signal degree, evinced 
in that history: So that he who 
duly reflects on the facts narrated in 
their sacred records, cannot for aa 
instant separate the fate of the Is. 
raelites from the thought of the all. 
wise interferences of their Great and 
Omnipotent Preserver. Indeed, the 
nation itself seems destined to be a 



and I5th days of Adar, 
living record, an imperishable mo- 
nument, of the most important Di- 
vine truths. For this purpose has 
the mercy of their God protected 
them through manifold dangers: 
For this purpose his long-suffering 
still permitted a remnant to escape, 
when the sword of wrath exacted 
the fearful penalty of their sins : For 
this purpose, — exiled from their na- 
tive land, banished from regions 
which once received them hospitably, 
persecuted by those who once be- 
friended them, — they still exist un- 
changed and unmixea, the same in 
good report as in evil, in prosperity 
as in adversity. Their God has de- 
clared : " I the Lord am not altered, 
and ye children of Jacob fire not 
consumed." (Mai. iii. 6.) The great 
purpose for which my Providence 
singled you out ye are still to accom- 
plish. Woe unto you if ever ye grow 
indifferent to your high destiny ! 
No middle course is open unto you. 
The plea, " We are not worse than 
our neighbours," does not avail you. 
The highest moral dignity is yours, 
or the lowest degradation.* 

The events which this festival 
commemorates, are not stamped with 
that strikingly miraculous character 

• The Talmud, commenting on Esther 
vi. 13, asks, " WhydoeB Holy Writ in 
&e same verse call the advisers of Haanan 
his friends and his wise men ? R. Jochaaan 
saith, The Oentile who speaks wisely is' 
entitled to the appellation of D3n, wise 
man. How became Haman's friends en- 
titled to that designation 7 They said to 
him, If Mordecai be of the seed of the 
Jews, now that thou hast commenced to fell 
before him, thon wilt not prevail against 
him, but Shalt surely fell before him. The 
Jews, when they rise, mount to the very 
stars ; and, when they fall, they sink to the 
v«7 earth.** (Treatise MegiUah, folto 16.) 
In a moral sense this assertiim of the Tal- 
mud is most trae,and founded on expe- 
ri^ice and the natm« of things: For if he 
whose character ought to be dignified de- 
rogates from his own worth, he cannot 
pursue a middle course, but sinks to the 
very earth. 
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which, marks the facts recorded by 
the holy-days of the law ; but still 
the whole chain of these events pre- 
sents to the mind of the observer the 
fullest and firmest conviction, that 
tD>nb» )>1V», ** the guiding finger 
of Providence " was directly and vi- 
sibly concerned. .The separate links 
of this chain .present nothing ex- 
traordinary to the mind. That an 
oriental despot, sunk in voluptuous 
indolence,' shouM consent to sacri- 
fice an entire nation in order to gra- 
tify the malice of a favourite vizier, 
is not incredible. That this favourite, 
inflated with pride, should think 
it beneath his dignity to punish tbe 
solitary offender only, but should 
deem the destruction of a whole peo- 
ple an expiation barely sufficient to 
appease his resentment, is not [con- 
trary to the pervers# ambition of 
man. How many Hamans might, 
even at the present day, be found 
ready to immolate millions on the 
shrine of their inordinate ambition, 
were but a second Ahasuerus found 
infatuated enough to give ear to their 
pernicious counsels ! That female 
virtue, good sense, and amiable 
modesty, should exercise their influ- 
ence On the mind even of an Ahasu- 
erus, is not at all surprising. That 
a monarch should forget the import- 
ant services of unobstrusive merit, 
unless recalled to his memory by 
some apparently adventitious cir- 
cumstance, is but too often the case. 
That a sudden change should raise 
the victim of a minion's hatred to the 
rank and power of his persecutor, 
and consign the latter to his merited 
punishment, is not in the East an 
unconmion reverse of fortune. But 
it is the connection of all these events, 
(which, singly, present nothing won- 
derful,) the minute and strange com- 
bination 'of time and circumstances 
acting upon each other, which ren- 
der these occurrences most miracu- 
lous to the reflecting mind. 

Until the destruction of the first 
temple, the Divine interposition in 
behalf of the Israelites was so direct 
and visible, as not to leave any doubt 
on the minds of men that " tbe fin- 
ger of God '' was in all those mat- 
ters. Thus, — to cite one instance 
out of many, — when the blasphemer 
Sennacherib and his proud hosts ad- 
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vanced against Jerusalem, '* it came 
to pass ,that night, that the angel of 
the Lord went out, and smote in 
the camp of the Assyrians a hun- 
dred fourscore and five thousand." 
(2 Kings xix. 35.) A deliverance so 
sudden and supernatural compelled 
the most confirmed sceptic to own, 
" The hand of the Lord has done 
this." But since their captivity. 
Divine Providence, though not less 
concerned for their preservation, is 
exercised in a manner less positive,: 
and more open to the cavils of the 
infidel, who says, ** Whatever hap- 
pened to them is in the ordinary 
course of events.** The cause of this 
w^find in Holy Writ : iVloses, when 
announcing to the Israelites the Di- 
vine favour which will ever attend 
their observance of the law, tells 
them, in the name of ; the Lord, 
tZJDinn ^n^Dm^ "I will dwell 
amongst them.*' (Exodus xxv. 8.) 
The God of the universe is omnipre- 
sent and immaterial, cannot be con- 
tained in space, nor occupy any 
dwelling: As Solomon justly said, 
"Will God indeed dwell on the 
earth? Behold, the heavens and 
heaven of heavens cannot contain 
thee, much less the house that I have 
builded." (2 Kings viii. 27.) The 
meaning of the Divine promise, 
therefore, is, ** My providence shall 
be so visibly and supernaturally 
evinced in your favour, as to leave 
no doubt that I, your God, am the 
Lord of the universe, and that ye are 
my peculiar people, chosen out to 
afford this great instruction to the 
whole world." On the contrary, 
when Moses denounces the punish- 
ment which awaits their sinful dis- 
obedience, he tells them, likewise in 
the name of the Lord, 

** I will turn away and hide my face 
on that day." (Deut. xxxi. 7.) This 
CD^^Q IMD, "hiding the face" of 
the Deity is the greatest punishment 
that is inflicted on sinful and rebel- 
lious man. He is no longer under 
the protecting guidance of Divine 
Providence. But though the sins of 
Israel have caused this denunciation 
to be fulfilled, yet the Divine promise 
was, "I will not cast them away, 
neither will I abhor them to destroy 
them utterly." (Levit. xxvi. 44.) In 
2 
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the hour of their otioott need, their 
Divine Benefactor saves and pre* 
eerves them. But aa their miadeeda 
have rendered them unworthy of hia 
direct and visible inteiposition, the 
meana adopted are bo longer atrik- 
inf^ly supernatural, but asaume the 
guiae and semblance of effects pro- 
duced by natural causes. Such were 
the events commemorated by this 
festival. 

The book in which these events 
are recorded is not only admitted 
into the canon of Holy Writ, and, 
aceordinff to Talmudic aothoritv, 
written by aacred inspiration, (Tal- 
mud, treatise MegUiah, folio 7,) but, 
like the roll of the law,, it is copied 
with the utmost exactitude on vel- 
lum, in order to be read aloud 
to the assembled congregation, as 
part of the service of the day. 
As a mere narrative of events, the 
style in which it is composed, in the 
Hebrew, partakes of that forcible 
simplicity, and indescribable dig- 
nity which are peculiar to the Sacr^ 
Scriptures. Nor is it possible that 
any Jew can listen to its recital, 
however often repeated, without 
being penetrated with a feeling of 
awe and veneration. That the facts 
which it narrates are true, cannot be 
called in question: As^ in addition 
to the positive authority to which it 
is entitled from occupving a place in 
the Sacred Canon, it bears intrinsic 
evidence of having been written at 
the time the events took place, when 
any departure from the truth could 
not escape detection. Whereas the 
writer, in the fullest confidence, 
appeals to the positive knowledge of 
his contemporaries, and says, " There- 
fore, for all the words of this letter, 
and of that which they had seen 
concerning this .matter, and which 
had come unto them, the Jews or- 
dained, and took upon them," &c. 
(Esther ix. 26, 27.) And the scru- 
pulous Masoretic care which has at 
all times been bestowed on the Me- 
giUah (Book of Esther,) is a suffi- 
cient voucher for its unchanged ge- 
nuineness.* The history which it 

* I« is a Bingnlar fact, which, according 
to our opiiiion, is decisive of its ^being still 
in precisely the same state as when first 
fvritten, that the name of the Deity (ac- 



narrates is, doubtless, well known 
to all our readers. We, neverthc- 
less, permit ourselves to call their 
attention to the principal traite of 
that historv. 

We find two hostile dispositions 
engaged in stirring contest with 
each other: The one a descendant 
of Agag, the Amalekite, has, through, 
the smiles of fortune, risen to the 
utmost height of power and influ- 
ence. A hereditary hatred against 
the worshippers of the true God — 
the first display of which we find 
immediately after the liberation of 
Israel from Egyptian bondage, (Ex- 
odus xvii. 8,) has descended to him 
from his fathers, and is latent in his 
breast. The occasion to call it 
forth, and to feed its rankling ven- 
om, soon offers itself : A Jew, Mor- 
decai by nam# refuses to prostrate 
himself before the minion of royal fa- 
vour. The humble exile, sitting at the 
outward gate of the proud palace, 
which opens its lofty portals to tiie 
lordly vizier, would hardly, out of 
pride or ambition, have disobeyed the 
royal mandate, commanding honour 
to be giv'en to Haman, or would not 
have exposed himself to inevitable de- 
struction, had he not considered obe- 
dience to the freak of the monarch as 
rebellion against the law of his God; 
had he not felt that in prostrating 
himself before his fellow-worm he 
degraded the worship of the true 
God below that of the dumb idol. 
He knew that his duty left him no 
choice; and that, as a [Jew, it be- 
came him to submit to the utmost 
extremity, rather than sanction idol- 
atry. True to the character which 
ever since then has distinguished his 
nation, he stood prepared to die ra- 
ther than contaminate himself in 
any way with idolatroi^s observ- 
ances. This adherence to duty, re- 
cording to any Of his appellations) is no- 
where directly expressed in the book of 
Esther; although many places bear alla- 
sion to the Sacred Name, as well in sense 
as in anagram, as does likewise the reli- 
gions spirit which perv^es the whole. It 
seems as if the hook was written nnder the 
immediate eye of Ahasnerus, and incorpo- 
rated with the royal records or archives of 
the Persians, who, as followers of Zoroaster, 
might not have been disposed to confess 
the' superiority of the true God. 
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gardless of all consequences, this 
stubborn defiance of human power, 
when obedience to the Lord is called 
in question, is soon recognised bj 
Haman, not as peculiar to the indi- 
vidual Mordecai, but as character, 
istic of that hated race, the Jews.* 
The old rancour, the national quar- 
rel, is rekindled in his haughty 
breast, and gladly he seizes the 
opportunity to glut his ancient 
jP^dge in the blood of the detested 
foes of hie father's house. Nor does 
he confine the desire of vengeance 
to his own bosom : As he devotes 
the whole nation of J^wb to merciless 
slaughter, so does he excite all those 
of his own nation (the Amalekites) 
to become tTie willing executioners 
of his fell purpose against the 
wretched a ad dispersed exiles. Such 
is his unlimited influence that he 
has but CO apply to his king, and his 
requeFC is granted ; such the infatua- 
tion of the monarch, that, though 
millions are to be exterminated, he 
callously seats himself at his festive 
board, nor wastes one thought on the 
victims whom he has, thoughtlessly 
and therefore culpably, doomed to a 
cruel death. Thus pride, hatred, 
and revenge combine their baleful 
activity: Where can they find a 
more fitting representative than 
Haman? Proudly he blasphemes, 
and says, " There is no God." Yet, 
in the midst of his pride; he is sway- 
ed by the most gross superstitions. 
That the Lord of the universe can 
and will protect his intelligent crea- 
tures, he does nbt believe. But 
that th^ lot which he himself casts 
will determine the day most propi- 
tious to his horrid designs and most 
fatal to his victims, he firmly be- 
litve8.§ 

• It is remarkable, that, of all the cha- 
racters enumerated in Holy Writ, Mordecai 
is the only one who is designated by the 
cognomen, ^TTPTI, "the Jew." And we 
think, that as it was the pecnliar character- 
istic of the nation, displayed by him in its 
highest degree, which led to the events re- 
lated in the MegiUahy the same character- 
istic obtained *for him the distinguishing 
appellation of " the Jew." 

§ To give the completest refutation to all 
those who, Uke Haman, attempt to dabble 
with the secrets of futurity, the lot which he 
cast, niD gives a name p^inp Purim, to the 
festival which commemorates the signal de- 



On Uie other hand, we behold an 
entire nation, in their representative 
Mordecai, sufiTeHng innocently, co- 
vering themselves with ashes and 
sackdoth. No hope have they, save 
the protection of their God ; no arms 
but prayer, no shield but the Divine 
mercj. A blooming sister of their 
race is designed by that Providence 
to be the instrument of their pre- 
servation. Placed on the throne by 
a loving husband, who, except her- 
self, can turn that husband's heart ? 
Mordecai does not neglect to sum- 
mon her to his aid; but on the 
mercy of his God he confides, more 
than on the influence of her charms : 
'' If thou altogether boldest thy 
peace at this time, enlargement and 
deliverance will arise to the Jews 
from another place : '* Such is the 
message by which he urges the timid 
queen to advocate the holy cause of 
her injured nation. The spirit which 
animates him descends on his kins- 
woman. Readily she prepares to 
undertake the dangerous ofiice. But 
it is not in her beauty, in the win- 
ning graces of her demeanour, or in 
the mild charms of her conversation, 
that she places her reliance. She 
has been educated a Jewess. The 
instruction of her uncle and guardian 
Mordecai has made iher acquainted 
with the history of her people, and 
with the laws of their God. She 
knows that in the hour of peril, 
when, amidst imminent dangers, no 
hope of safety remained, penitence 
and heart-felt prayer, resignation, 
and confidence in their Divine Deli- 
verer, had always secured the pro- 
tection of Heaven to the remnant of 
Israel. The lessons of her early 
years are not lost upon her. She 
prepares to meet ^e monarch ; but, 
ere she confronts him, she invokes 
the Gracious Ruler of the universe. 
She wishes to find favour in the eyes 
of her king and husband : In order 
to succeed, she fasts ! Strengthened 
by the invisible support of Heaven, 
she proceeds into the dreaded pre- 
sence of Ahasuerus. But whilst she 
relies implicitly on the protection of 
Providence, she neglects no means 

feat of his undertaking, hfs ignominious 
death, and the complete deliverance of his 
destined victims, who consnlted not times 
or days, but relied on Providence. 
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which consummate prudence and 
profound wisdom counsel her to 
adopt. Her request to the king, — 
when in the fulness of his adm illa- 
tion he exclaims, ** What wilt thou, 
queen Esther ? and what is thy re- 
quest ? Were it half my kingdom, it 
shall be granted thee ;^' — her request 
is only that, " If it seem good unto 
the king, let the king and Haman 
come this day unto the banquet that 
I have prepared for him." The king 
consents, and though he again re- 
peats his offer, that whatever request 
she may prefer shall be instantly 
granted, she is satisfied with again 
inviting the king and Haman to a 
banquet for the succeeding day. 
Judges of human nature, who form 
some idea of the wayward character 
of Ahasuerus from the previous 
events narrated in the Megillah, will 
readily concede that she could not 
have adopted any means more effica- 
cious to inspire the king with dis- 
trust and jealousy against his over- 
grown favourite, than by singling 
out the latter from the crowd of 
courtiers and ministers who sur- 
rounded the throne, by placing him 
on friendly terms of equality with 
the king, and requesting it as a 
particular favour to herself that both 
would grace her banquet with their 
presence. And when it is considered 
that whoever, uncalled-for, ventured 
into the royal presence, risked his life, 
it could not fail to give umbrage to the 
king that queen Esther should have 
exposed herself to so much jeopardy, 
merely to make Haman the witness 
of their connubial happiness; and 
that, though urged to tax the royal 
bounty, she could advance no request 
more important than a repetition of 
the invitation. Nor did she miscal- 
culate on the surprise which her real 
request would ultimately excite in 
the breast of the king, who thought 
Haman so high in her good graces. 
The greatest proof of her piety and 
confidence in God is likewise af- 
forded by her delaying to ask what 
she actually wished. Instead of at 
once availing herself of the royal 
promise to grant Whatever she might 
advance, she, under the fullest con- 
viction that Providence will direct 
her for the best, awaits that direction, 
j)repared at the same time to give it 



the fullest effect. Nor was she dis- 
appointed in any of her expectations 

lijonn^tt^rmj HinnrTb>bn. "On 

that night sleep forsook the king.*' 
The chapter which commences with 
these words opens to our view the 
means employed by Providence for 
the preservation of the Jewish peo- 
ple. The Guardian of Israel slum- 
Dereth not himself, and permits not 
others to sleep when their existence 
is at stake. All our readers know 
the sequel of the history :•:— How 
Mordecai, the unrewarded preserver 
of the king*s life, was at once taken 
from his sackcloth and ashes, and, 
royally attired, presented to the as- 
tonished inhabitants of the capital 
as ** the man whom the king de- 
lighteth to honour : " — How Haman, 
who had erected a callows on which 
to hang the hated Mordecai, has 
scarcely recovered from the astonish- 
ment and dismay into which the un- 
expected exfdtation of his foe had 
thrown him, ere he was summoned 
to the royal banquet : — Again, the 
king, in the ardour of his love, ex- 
horts his royal consort to acquaint 
him with her wish ; once more he 
pledges himself that it shall be per- 
formed, though her demand be half 
his kingdom: — ^The queen is now 
no longer silent. Listen to her plain- 
tive appeal, hearken to the throb - 
bings of her heart while, in hurried 
accents, she exclaims : "If I have 
found favour in-thy sight, O king ! 
and if it^ please the king, let my life 
be given me at my petition, and my 
people at my request." She, to 
whom the king, but a moment pre- 
viously, had offered half his king-' 
dom, prays for her life as though it 
were in danger. Whatever the fate 
of the Jews might be, was she not 
safe, secure in the love of her hus- 
band ? No ! the Jewess spurns a 
safety that is not; to be shared by her 
people. She scorns a life preserved 
by the inexorable destroyer of her 
nation. She will not share the crown 
of him whose word might have saved 
her brethren, and who may be reluct- 
ant to pronounce that word. If they 
are doomed to perish, she will not 
survive : The death that threatens 
them she is prepared to share. Iden- 
tified with her people, her fate indis- 
solubly bound up with theirs, it is 
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for both that she crayes mercy.* 
" For we are sold, I and my people, 
to be destroyed, to be slain, and to 
perish. Had we been sold for bond- 
men and bond-women, I had been 
silent." Her expressions are broken 
and unfinished. The agitation of 
her mind is depicted in her words. 
The inspired writer places her as it 
were before our very eyes, — how, in 
the agony of feelings worked up to 
the highest pitch, her swelling bosom 
heaves, and she cannot find utterance 
to complete the sentence she begins ! 

Her success is complete. Full of 
gratitude for the deliverance of her 
people, and the signal protection of 
Providence, " Esther the queen, the 
daughter of Abigail, and Mordecai 
the Jew, wrote with all authority to 
confirm these days of Purim:" 
" And the Jews had light, gladness, 
joy, and honour." The day and the 
month " were turned to them from 
sorrow to joy, and from mourning 
into a feast-day, that they should 
make them days of feasting and joy ; 
sending presents one to another, and 
gifts to the poor." 

The spirit in which the festival 
was instituted continues to the pre- 
sent day. The Medrash, — as an evi- 
dence of the sacred inspiration with 
which the Book of Esther was written, 

* To our English EstherB, to those of our 
fair sisters whom ProvldeiLoe has hlessed 
with rank and power, we reconunend the'ex- 
ample of their heroic conntrywoman. In 
many lands our brethren groan imder a mo- 
ral and degrading bondage, bitterer far 
than death. Their influence, which no one 
can rerast, might assuage numerous suffer- 
ings 1 We invoke it — we trust, not in vain. 



— cites the prophetic prediction of 
the writer, ** The days of Purim shall 
not cease among the Jews, nor the 
memorial of them perish from their 
seed ;" (Esther ix. 28 ;) a prediction 
which, up to the present time, has 
been literally fulfilled. To com- 
memorate Esther's fast, the eve of 
the festival is a solemn fast-day, and 
bears her name SnD« M'lii^n. In 
the evening the congregation assem- 
ble in the synagogue, to hear the 
Megillah recited. This recitation is 
repeated in the morning. Prayers 
and hymns of thanksgiving are added 
to the service of the day. The afflu- 
ent distribute their bountiful alms to 
their poorer brethren. No Jew (ex- 
cept the poorest of the poor, who is 
forced to accept tbe aid of charity) 
permits the day to pass without giv- 
ing some proof of his liberality. Joy, 
comfort, and happiness, are the 
order of the day. Interchange of 
presents takes place; and every Israel- 
ite, in his inward feelings and out- 
ward behaviour, so appreciates the 
signal deliverance vouchsafed to his 
fathers, as if he had been present 
and exposed to the imminent danger 
from which they escaped. 

Such is the feast of Purim ^ a feast 
of gratitude and of love : Not only a 
memorial to Israelites, but likewise 
a testimony to all the nations of the 
earth, in the midst of whom Jews 
have found a refuge, — that a just 
and wise Providence does protect the 
innocent and punish the oppressor ; 
and that it is not a blind fatality, but 
a righteous God, who governs the 
universe. 



IV. ESSAY ON THE ANCIENT SCHOOLS OF THE ISRAELITES. 
FROM THE oni^n ni^n: FOB 5583. (1823.) 
(Continued from page 356. j 



ABRAHAM. 

Providence seems to have de- 
signed- the frequent journeys of 
Abraham to be a means of spreading 
that faith, which elevated his mind 
and morals above those of his con- 
temporaries ; and, with the force of 
inspired eloquence, of preaching the 



true God through the regions of the 
east. 

We share the opinion of the Rab- 
bles, that his followers were the dis- 
ciples which in his own land he had 
gained over to his religion. That, 
passage of Holy Writ which says, 
" Abraham took Sarai his wife, and 
Lot his brother's son, and all their 
substance they had gathered, and the 
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souU they had gotten * in Haran, and 
they went forth," &c., (Genesis xii. 
5,) seems to indicate that such was 
the case. 

Beth-el, which, according to literal 
translation is, the house of God, 
seems to have heen the central point 
of the patriarch's wanderings, where 
his pious hearers assemhled to listen 
to his instructions. This is fuUy 
proved by the words of Holy Writ, 
•Vt XDW^ tDnn« CDU^ Hlp^l. (Gene- 
sis xiii. 4,) "Abraham there pro- 
claimed the name of the Lord.*' 
But as his purpose to spread his 
doctrines carried him from one place 
to another, be perpetuated his pre- 
sence and instruction by erecting a 
monument. This was, doubtless, 
the motive of the patriarchs in 
building the many altars of which 
we find mention made in Holy Writ. 

* AndthetouU they had made o/ Haran, 

R. Eleazar, the son of Ziinra, saith, << If all 
those who have ever existed in this world were 
collected to create even a fly, they conld not be- 
stow Ufe on it^^and Holy Writ here speaks of 



Eastern traditions relate, that 
Abraham had, in his early youth, 
been brought to reflect on, and to 
acknowledge, the unity and eternity 
of the Creator, from observing the 
revolutions of thp heavenly bodies, 
the regrular alternations of^ day and 
night, the constant succession and 
predominance of the sun, and other 
astral luminaries, and the variety of 
seasons which thence results, which 
convinced him that one Great and In- 
comprehensible Being governed the 
universe which He had called into ex- 
istence. This tradition is probable, 
and in accordance with reason; as 
Abraham's mind must have discard- 
ed the erroneous opinions of ^ his 
contemporaries even before the Di- 
vine revelation was vouchsafed unto 
him. 

making sonls ! But these are the converts 
whom they reclaimed ; and the word ,yVO 
** made," is naed to teach us, that vdioao- 
ever reclaims a soul from idolatiy to the 
worship of God is as if he had created him 
anew." {Bereshith Rabbah, chap. 39.) 



(To be continued.) 



V. TALMUDIC APHORISMS. 
^Continued from page 356.) 



R. Meib used to say, "Devote 
thy whole attention to study the 
ways of God. Keep thy tongue 
from speaking evil, and thy lips 
from uttering deceit. Let the love 
of thv God dwell in thy heart, and 
His tear be present to thy eyes ; 
then wilt thou remain free from sin, 
and the Lord will be with thee." 
(Treatise Berachoth, folio 82.) 

Rabbah used to say, ** The final 
use of all wisdom is, to improve the 
heart and mind, and to impress man 
with a due sense of his own unwor- 
thiness and insufficiency. The prac* 
tice of the great precepts of the law 



is superior te the mere study of it : 
As the psalmist saithy^'The fear of 
the Lord is the beginning of wis- 
dom; and good understanding to 
all those Mrho perform his com- 
mands.' (Psalm cxi. 10.) The Sa- 
cred Singer does not sa;^ tDnnoibb, 
* to those who study,* but tDn^tt^li^b, 
' to those who perform,* " (Ibid.) 

He who is merciful to the crea- 
tures of his pod meets with mercy 
from above. But be who is not 
merciful to the creatures of his God 
cannot expect mercy from above. 
(Treatise Ervhiny folio 88.) 



(To he continued,) 



I^ifDoif:— Printed by Junss Nichols, 46, HosCon^uara. 
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I. THE MISHNA. 

n)^H t^^M, Meicheth Aboth : ''the ethics of the fathers." 

fiib p. comments by nafhtali hirts wessbly. 

( CwUinued frompage 3770 

He* once saw a skuU floating on the water, and said, << Becanse thou didst drown another, 
then wert drowned thyself. And the end of those who drowned thee is, that they will 
likewise be drowned.'' (II. 8.) 



Commentary. He onee saw a 
shUl, ^c, — In the few words which 
the sage HiUel utters on the occasion 
of casually seeing a human skull 
floating on the water, he decides an 
old and important dispute, which has 
occupied sages and philosophers in 
all ages; namely, to reconcile the 
free-will of man with the prescience 
of the Deity, which infers predesti- 
nation. The question is, " How can 
it be asserted^ that man is a free- 
agent, when it is well known that 
he must die, and that the manner 
and time of his death are Recording 
to the will of God, independent of 
which nothing can take place. Con- 
sequently, when a man is murdered, 
the manner and hour of his death 
having been in accordance with the 
Divine Will, how can it be said that 
his murderer was a free-agent, when 
his victim was predestined to die 
violently? And why should the 
former be punished, when he was 
only the instrument for carrying into 
effect the decree of destiny ?" This 
question has been .answeredAi va- 
rious ways by sage divines ana phi- 
losophers. Some assert, that' though 
the time and manner in which the 
murdered man was to die were in 
accordance with the Divine will, 
and therefore predestined, yet the 
murderer was a free, and therefore a 
responsible, agent ; as there was np 
absolute necessity or influence inde*- 



pendent of his own will, which com* 
pelled him, rather than any other 
man, to become the instrument of 
fate; that he might, if he had 
pleased, have resisted the tempta- 
tion of his evil passions, and left the 
deed undone ; and that, as he thus 
had the choice of committing or not 
committing murder, the decision 
rested witn his own free-will; he 
consequently is responsible^ for his 
own act and deed. In addition, 
others say, that it is impossible for 
human reason to define the know- 
ledge and will of the Deity; and 
that therefore we cannot conceive 
how Divine prescience and human 
free-will are to be reconciled. The 
fact, however, is, that man is a free- 
agent, while the Divine and All- 
perfect Being is omniscient as well 
as prescient : So that liberty and 
predestination exist together in a 
manner that human reason cannot 
solve. Our teacher does not enter 
into any detailed reply to the ques- 
tion we before stated, but tells us, in 
few words, that such is the fact; 
that free-agency and predestination 
are both true and existing together, 
although human reason is too weak 
to reconcile the apparent contradic- 
tion. He says, " Because thou didst 
drown another, thou wert drowned 
thyself." He whose life thou didst 
take was doomed by Providence to 
perish by violence, at a certain time. 



Hillel. 
3 E 
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Nevertbeless, as tbon wert free to 
do or to leave undone, didst act by 
the impulse of thy choice and deci- 
sion, and art therefore responsible 
for thine own act and deed, thou art 
a muiderer, guilty of blood-shed, 
and oughtest to be punished. And, 
in order fully to carry out his great 
precept, our teacher continues: "And 
the end of those who drowned thee 
is, that they themselves will be 
drowned." Although thou wert a 
murderer, guilty of bloodshed, re- 
sponsible for thy own act, and hadst 
forfeited thy life to the offended laws 
of thy God, yet thy punishment 
must be in accordance with that law. 
And if thy foul deed remains unde- 
tected and unpunished, and thou 
subsequently meetest thv doom at 
the hand of an assassin, thy previous 
guilt does not extenuate his offence. 



Although thou wert fated to meet the 
due reward of thy crime by a death as 
violent as that which thou hadst in- 
flicted on thy fellow-man, yet he who 
constitutes himself the instrument to 
effect thy fate, does so at the dictate 
of his oMrn uncontrolled will, is a 
murderer, and will meet with his de- 
served punishment. From this we 
learn, 1. That whether he who falls 
the victim of assassination, through 
the inscrutable decree of Providence, 
was guiltless, like the first murdered 
Abel, or guilty, like the first mur- 
derer Cain, the perpetrator of the foul 
deed is a murderer, and is ultimately 
visited with condign punishment. 
2. That all the designs of Providence, 
however impenetrable, are just : As 
the Sacred Singer saith, " The judg- 
ments of the Lord are true and righ- 
teous altogether." (Psalm xix. 9.) 



R. JocnAif AN, the son of Sachai, obtained the law from HiUel and Shammai. He 
med to say, '^ If thou hast attained great learning in the law, do not consid^ thyself 
meiitoiions in thine own conceit ; as this is the very purpose for which thou wast 
created." (II. 10.) 



Commentary. jR. Jochanan, the 
son of Sachai, obtained the law, 4^. 
— ^The direct chain of tradition which 
has been interrupted to make room 
for the sayings and maxims of Hillel's 
descendants, is again resumed, and 
continued in the person of R. Jocha- 
nan, who was tne immediate pupil 
and successor of Hillel and Sbammai. 
He was a contemporary of Josephus, 
escaped from the siege of Jerusalem, 
obtained the favour of Vespasian, 
who, at his request, spared n31>, 
Jamnai, where the descendants of 
Hillel continued the great Rabbinical 
School. He died shortly after the 
destruction of the temple. 

Jf thou hast attained great learning 
in the law, ^c, — Our teacher particu- 
larly cautions us against the assump- 
tion of spiritual pride, derived from 
superior knowledge. An obvious 
question arises : " Why says he not, 
if thou hast attained great righteous^ 
ness, rather than saying, as he does, 
great learning ?*' To say that no man 
is perfectly righteous, as Solomon 
says in his inauguration-prayer, 
** There is no man who sinneth not," 
(1 Kings viii. 46,) would be no reply : 
For no man is perfectly learned ; and 



the more a man studied, the more 
convinced he becomes of the scanti- 
ness of his knowledge, as Zophar 
saith : " Her measure is longer than 
the earth and larger than the sea." 
(Job xi. 9.) Thus the question still 
remains open. We, however, reply : 
It is impossible to attain perfection 
either in righteousness or learning. 
Both are unbounded, and can only 
be measured relatively. The more 
knowledge a man acquires, the more 
lively becomes the sense of his defi- 
ciency. The more righteous a per- 
son is, (which pre-supposes know- 
ledge,) the more his duties increase, 
and the more rigorous become his 
obligations ; until that, which is no 
guilt in the case of the common peo- 
ple, tfjbomes a serious offence in the 
case 01 him whose knowledge ought 
to render him superior to such defects. 
Accordingly, our Rabbies say, 

" The Holy One (blessed be He !) 
strictly scrutinizes the conduct of the 
righteous, even to a single hair." 
Their meaning is, that the more know- 
ledge and virtue a man acquires, the 
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moire imperative apd jtf ecise becomes 
the claim of bis duties. Our teacber, 
therefore, beld it to be needless to cau- 
tion the truly righteous against feelings 
of self-sufficiency; because the more 
a man advances in righteousness, the 
less likely is he, from a sense of his 
own failings, tOt harbour overweening 
conceit. But, having before said, 
that increase of knowledge produces 
increased duties, it is possible that 
man may indulge the vanity of think- 
ing f " My mimifold duties are me- 
ritorious to me, as they are the self- 
acquired offsprings of the knowledge 
which I have attained : For, had I 
been satisfied with knowing less, the 
extent of my obligations would have 
been more confined, and their rigour 
less binding," Our teacher tells us, 
however, that such a vanity is puerile 
and unfounded. For, in the first 
instance, it is thy duty to attain the 
greatest possible knowledge, as David 



sa^ to Solomon, ''Know thou the 
God of thy father, and serve him^" 
&c. (1 Chronicles xxvm, 9.) But 
although the acquisition of know^ 
ledge is a duty incumbent on thee, 
yet it is not meritorious to thee 
towards thy God : For, whatever thou 
hast gained is not the fruit of thine 
unaided efforts : " For the Lord giveth 
wisdom, from his mouths cometh 
knowledge and understanding.'^ 
(Prov. ii. 6.) Thus our teacher im- 
presses on us this lesson, — that we 
are not possessed of any thing with 
which to exalt ourselves in our own 
minds, as both human knowledge and 
righteousness are imperfect, not at- 
tained independently of the Deity, 
but are bestowed on man in order 
that he may gain immortal bliss, the 
great purpose for which, as our 
teacher in the first instance says, he 
was created. 



He * had five disciples : R. Eleazar the son of Hyrcanns, R. Joshua the son of Chanar 
niah, R. Jose the Cohen, R. Simon the son of Nathanael, and R. EUeazar the son of 
AiDch. — He once said to them, « Go ye, and consider which is the right path ta which 
man ought to attach himself." R. Eleazar replied, ^m p?, " A good (boundfiil) eye." 
R, Joshua aaid^a-iTD "On, "A good ftiend." R. Jose said, ITO p«), "A good neigh- 
bour." R. Simon said, mxi rw nwVT, " He who foresees what will arise." R. 
Eleasar said, hid ab, " A good heart." On which their teacher said to them, " I 
agree with &e words of £leazar the son of Aroch, rather than with yon all ; for 
hia words comprise aU that ye have said." (11. 11, 12.) 

He once said to them, ^c. — ^Who- theless possible to concentrate them 



eveiT considers the method and sub- 
ject of tuition adopted by the tanaim, 
will at once become convinced that 
their short and^ sententious maxims 
contain wisdom* of the highest reli- 
gious, moral, and philosophic nature. 
ITieir words, in their first and obvi- 
ous acceptation, appear extremely 
simple. Like hieroglyphics, though 
the first sight conveys some idea to 
the mind of what is intended to be 
expressed, yet study and reflection 
are required to penetrate into the 
true meaning. 

Go ye, and consider which is the 
right path, 8fc. — ^The Divine laws re- 
vealea to man are the great guide 
and standard according to which 
man is to regulate himself, in order 
to be acceptable to the Deity. But 
various and numerous as are the 
enactments of these laws, it is never- 



all in one comprehensive principle. 
Accordingly our Rabbles adduced 
different precepts in the law, which 
they respectively considered as em- 
bodying its vital principles, conso- 
nant to the views which one or other 
took of the aim and tendency of such 
precepts. And while all agreed in 
upholding the whole law of God as 
the sole great guide to perfection, 
each chose to himself the peculiar 
path to which he closely^ adheres in 
order to gain eternal life. When 
our teacher, therefore, calls upon his 
disciples to consider well and select 
the path upon which each of them 
intends to commence and persevere, 
as the best means of attaining true 
perfection, his question is, in other 
words, ** Which are the moral quali- 
ties or aids you require to adhere to 
those precepts in the Divine law to 



• R. Jochanan. 
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which 70a, severally, intend to de- 
vote yourselves?*' Such heing the 
nature of his question, the various 
replies must he most interesting, and 
deserving our heat attention. 

R.JEleazar replied, " A good (boun- 
tifttl) eye" — This expression is a He- 
hraism, or idiom peculiar to the He- 
hrew language. Such we find in 
Holy Writ : ** He that hath a boun- 
tiful eye shall be blessed ; for he 
giveth of his bread to the poor." 
(Prov. xxii, 9.) The definition of 
the phrase " bountiful eye," is de- 
light at beholding the happiness of 
omers. R. Eleazar, therefore, tells 
us, that the great moral quality which 
m&n requires is a bounteous dispo- 
sition, free from envy, hatred, or 
discontent ; and that, in order to at- 
tain eternal bliss, man must regulate 
his conduct so as to correspond with 
the dictates of such a disposition or 
frame of mind. 

R, Joshua said, *'A good friend" 
— The laws of God, revealed to man 
in order that he may live by them, 
and regulate his conduct according 
to their precepts, are enacted with no 
other purpose whatsoever than to 
secure the true happiness of man 
both here and hereafter. .The will 
of God, and that which is acceptable 
in his jsight, is made known to man 
for his own sake, not for the sake of 
his Supreme Legislator and Benefac- 
tor : As it is declared, " If thou art 
righteous, what dost thou give to 
Him? and if thou greatly trans- 
gressest, what doest thou to Him? 
To man, thy equal, is thy righteous- 
ness, and to the son of man thy. sin- 
ning." (Job XXV, 8, 9.) Thus the aim 
of all the precepts of the law, the^ 
virtues which it teaches, and the 
morality which* it inculcates, are to 
secure the happiness of mankind, in 
him who obeys, and in his fellow- 
men who are benefited by his obedi- 
ence. But as it is in the power of 
no man to invert the order of nature, 
to alter the course of events, or to 
decide the true happiness of his fel- 
low-men, he is himself the real centre 
of gravity to all his actions. If he 
does that which is good he is happy, 
and if he does that which is evil he 
is unhappy. Thus his own true 
happiness is secured to man by reli- 
gion. But as human happiness is 



conditional, aikd dependent on ihe 
sympathies of some one who can 
share his feelings, so that even he 
whose wealth and power are mea- 
sureless cannot be happy if left to 
his solitary grandeur, but feels the 
want of sympathy, and of a congenial 
heart to parteke his joys ; it thence 
ensues, that true friendship is the 
great blessin|r conferred on earth by 
religion; while the deserving man, 
whosQ untoward fortune has not here 
permitted him to taste earthly jovs, 
IS certain that the cravings of his 
heart will be satisfied in otner more 
blissful regions. In order to be 
worthy of this great solace of the 
human heart, man must himself be 
capable of true friendship ; for he 
only with whom the feeling is recip- 
rocal in its fullest extent, merits to 
possess a friend, the great good for 
which religion alone can qualify him. 
Therefore R. Joshua considers the 
possession of a friend as indicative 
of those mental and moral qualities 
most requisite for enabling man to 
obey the precepts of religion,^ — the 
great vivifjring centre from which 
every good emanates. 

R. Jose said, " A good netghhour *' 
— Man, as a created being, is one of 
the numberless links in the great 
chain of creation ; th6 whole of which, 
in accordance with the plan of the 
Creator, is destined to harmony and 
perfection. As long as man obeys the 
law of his God, he is in unison with 
the great plan of creation ; but when 
he disobeys, he mars and disturbs its 
beautiful and universal harmony. 
And though it be true, that the influ- 
ence of man on the great entirety 
is so trivial as to be almost impercep- 
tible, still the eflfect by moral conduct 
produced on those links, which are 
in direct and immediate contact with 
him^ is such that, as far as they are 
concerned, he either does interrupt, 
or contributes to, the general order. 
It should, therefore, be the great aim 
of every man, so to exercise his influ- 
ence and the effects caused by his 
deeds, that his immediate sphere of 
operations, and those most intimately 
connected with, or subject to, his 
activity, may continue in accord with 
the beneficent purpose of the whole. 
Thus he becomes to them " a good 
neighbour^" by which word R. Jose 
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does not mean^ ffood to tliose only 
whose residence happens casually to 
be in his immediate vicinity, but to 
those likewise oyer whom, from affi- 
nity or other causes, his influence 
' extends, in such a manner as to effect 
their real Welfare. 

R, Simon said, " He who foresees 
the result to corned* — ^As man on earth 
is engaged in a constant struggle 
with > his passions and desires, the 
cause which gives predominance to 
good above evil inclinations, what- 
ever shape it may assume, is in reality 
founded on' the reflection, "What 
will be the conseauence hereafter of 
my present undertaking?" Aifd 
though the immediate deed may ap- 
pear harmless^ the pious man weig^hs 
maturely, and reflects on the con- 
sequences which are likely to follow 
the indulgence of any desire, however 
seemingly indifferent and momenta- 
rily agreeable it may appear. This 
reflection on the consequences here- 
after, may be limited to tim^, be 
extended to eternity, or may equally 
apply to both. He who does not 
entertain these reflections, but yields 
to the appetites of the moment, with- 
out thinking of the consequences 
that may ensue, mostly prefers the 
agreeable to the useful, and pays for 
his short-lived joy with lasting and 
abiding repentance. This heedless 
disposition is in Hebrew c|}led, trrE), 
used as a reproach by Jacob to his 
first-born, when he says, ID^DD THB, 
*' Unstable as water, thou shalt not 
excel." (Gen. xlix. 4.) And as this 
baneful rashness is parent to every 
vice, so R. Simon maintains, that the 
opposite quality, due reflection on 
the consequence hereafter, (in the 
fullest extent of that word,) is the 
great basis of every virtue. 

R. Bleazar said, "A good heart'*— 
Little as we know of the soul, its 
essence, and the local habitation of 



its various powers, as connected with 
the body, — ^perceiving its presence 
only from tne manifestation of its 
faculties, — we nevertheless discover, 
that as thought and reflection have 
their seat in the brain, desire is 
lodged in the heart. And as desire is 
mostly called into activity by the eye. 
Holy Writ gives us this caution: 
*' Seek je not after your own hearts 
and your own eyes." (Num. xv. 390 
And though all other faculties of the 
soul, even the power of reflection 
itself, are limited, yet the heart, and 
the force of desire by which it is in- 
habited, are boundless. Religion 
commands that this seat of measure- 
less desires shall be altogether sub- 
jected to the will of God, and that 
their whole strength shall be concen- 
trated and exerted in obedience to 
his holy precepts. The performance 
of this command constitutes good- 
ness of heart, which, as R. Eleazar 
maintains, is the fountain whence 
springs every religious and moral 



R. Jochanan said, *' I agree toith the 
words of Eleazar,*' fyc. — When the 
various opinions delivered by the 
five disciples are properly examined, 
we find that, though differing in 
words, yet they all agree that the 
basis of religion and morality requires 
that man should divest hunself of 
absorbing selfishness, and regulate 
the powers of his soul, so that he 
finds happiness in promoting the true 
welfare of others ; which is the result 
of genuine goodness of heart. There- 
fore, the Rabbi justly tells his pupils, 
" All the qualities vou have enumer- 
ated are comprised in the principle 
recommended by R. Eleazar." Thus, 
" a good heart," a heart that is under 
the fostering and salutary' guidance 
of the sacred precepts of reUgion, is 
the great ana fundamental basis of 
true virtue and happiness. 



(To he continued.) 



n. METAPHYSICS AND PHILOSOPHY OF THE RABBIES. 
Sepher Ikkarim : "book op peinciples : " by e. Joseph albo. 
(.Conlinuedfrom page 382.) 
CHAPTEE XXVI. Eud regulate the conduct of man, 

they establish the relations and con- 
As the Divine laws have been nexions between the Holy One 
revealed bytheDeityinorder to guide (blessed be He I) who enacts, and 
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man who u to obey» these Uwe. It 
therefore is obvious, that any one 
command pronounced by the Deity 
at once proves the existence of God, 
his revelation, and retributive Pro- 
vidence; all of which are in the 
most forcible manner, clearly and be- 
yond a doubt, placed before us, in the 
ffr^t command, " I am the Lord 
thy Qod," &c. ; in which, as we 
have already proved, these three 
great principles are comprised. But 
it pleased the Holy One himself to 
impart to the Israelites ten com- 
mandments; as these comprise the 
general duties incumbent on man in 
consequence of the relations subsist- 
ing between him and the Creator; 
namely, those which he has to ob- 
serve towards Him who commands, 
and those others which concern 
them who, like himself, are to obey. 
Accordingly, these twofold duties 
were written on separate tables; 
one, contaimng the first five, ex- 
presses the former class of duties ; 
and the second, containing the last 
five, expresses the latter class. Thus 
a monarch, having liberated n\imer- 
ous slaves, whom he constitutes into 
a nation, and whose ruler he himself 
becomes, proceeds to legislate for 
the new state. The preface of his 
decrees is a declaration reminding 
his subjects of the benefits for which 
they are indebted to him, and that 
their national existence is his woric. 
He then proclaims himself their 
Sovereign Lord, requiring them to 
acknowledge him as such. He tells 
them, that their fealty and obedience 
are due to him, that they must not 
rebel or transfer their allegiance to 
another ; that they are to yield due 
veneration to his name and dignity, 
and not to libel dr vilify either. He 
appoints a day to commemorate the 
foundation of the empire, the due 
observance of which is imperative. 
And as he is not at all times inclined 
personally to administer his laws, he 
ordains his subjects to pay all honour 
and obedience to those whom he 
deputes to govern in his name. 
Having thus laid down those funda- 
mental laws of the constitution, 
which bear reference to himself, he 
next proceeds to enact the various 
and reciprocal rights and duties 
which the new citizens are entitled 



to and bound by. la fike manner* 
the ten commandmente which the 
Deity gave to the Israelites contain 
these fundamental laws, in the order 
we have described. Firsts He tells 
them, " I am the Lord thy God.'' 
I noticed thee and thy sufferings in 
Egypt, and deigned to; release thee 
from bondage : It therefore behoves 
thee to acknowledge me thy Bene- 
factor, as thy Sovereign Ruler. — 
"Thou shalt have no other gods 
before me." Do not alienate thy 
fealty, or invest another with that 
rule which belongs only to me.«— 
''Thou shalt not make unto thee 
any graven image," &c. Do not 
rebel against me^ aod against that 
allegiance which thou owest to me. 
— " Thou shalt not take the name 
of the Lord thy God in vain.'' Do 
not libel or blaspheme my dignity, 
by vainly invoking my Holy N^uone. 
— "Remember the sabbath-day to 
keep it holy." This is enacted to 
attest not only that the Lord hae 
created heaven and earth, (which no 
one but the atheist denies,) but like- 
wise, that this world, created ou^ of 
nothing, was called into existence at 
the will of the Creator ; which will 
still maintains ito activity; that, 
therefore, wonders^ (or an alteration 
of the course of nature, may take 
place; since the will which first 
gave bein^ unto nature still retains 
and exeHnses ite supreme influence, 
as is proved by the events in Egypt, 
and tne exit from the tyrant's land. 
And the Sabbath is declared to be a 
day of universal r^st, t,o *' remember 
that thou wast a bondman in the 
land of Egypt;, and the Lord thy 
God brought thee forth from thence, 
with a mighty hand and outstretched 
arm: therefore the Lord thy God 
commandeth thee to keep the sab- 
bath-day." I released thee from the 
house of bondage, and constituted 
thee a nation, by the exercise of the 
same will with which I created the 
universe. The laws of natipre which 
I then laid down I suspended in thy 
favour, in order to release thee. 
Therefore, the day which I blessed 
and sanctified in memory of creation 
shall be to thee an everlasting mo- 
nument of thy liberation and of my 
omnipotence. This sublime con- 
nexion between the creation of the 
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Uttiverae, and the deliTeraace frotm 
^gFP^> bodi conveyed by and ex- 
pressed in the SalHmth, ia alluded 
to by <mr Rabbles of blessed n»- 
niory. ^iiDt, "remember," ^1Dt2f%* 
*• and keep/* wer^ both expressed at 
once. (Tainud, treatise, Berachoth, 
folio 20; treatise, Rosh Hoshanah, 
folio 27 * and Sketmngoth, folio 20.) 
Th^r meaning is, that the verse 
which institutes the sabbath in me- 
mory of creation, (Exodus xx. 8-11,) 
and the other verse which appoints 
it as commemorative of the exit 
from Egypt, (Deut. v. 12-15,) form 
together but one whole, expressive 
of the connexion between the two 
events which we have just eluci- 
dated. (Amongst the many expound- 
ers of Holy Writ, and of the Tal. 
mudic passage which we have quoted, 
we have never yet met with one who 
gave satisfaction to our minds on 
this subject: We ther^ore think 
that this our exposition will be re- 
ceived as consonant with reason and 
truth.) — ^** Honour tfhy fatherjand thy 
mother," &c. The Monarch who 
founded your empire does not every 
day renew his visit to his subjects. 
Those who have not experienced the 
sufferings of slavery majr forget the 
great and manifold mercies bestowed 
on their ancestors, and consequently 
on themselves, by their Supreme 
Ruler. The knowledge of these 
mercies is preserved by transmission 
from father to son^; and as the feith of 
succeeding ages rests entirely on this 
tradition from.father to son, the com- 
mand to honour and obey parents, 
although in itself it regulates the 
conduct of man towards his fellow- 
creatures only, does, nevertheless, 
take its place on the first table ; as 
the reverence due from children to 
their parents is so closely united 
with tne faith which the former are 
to place in the instruction communi- 
cated by the latter, as to render the 
observance of' this commandmeot 
one of die duties which man owes to 
his Creator. We will now continue 
our simile. Having thus laid down 

• The command to keep and sanctify the 
Sabbath-day commences in Exodus with 
the word l"»3l, " remember," and in Deuter- 
onomy with -nojD, "keep." These two 
words, the Rabbles say, were pronotmced 
«t onoe. 



the fundomeatai laws of tlie consti- 
tution, the next care is to ordaiii 
tkosB statutes which are to rei^riilate 
the conduct of man as a member of 
society. The first is, respect for the 
person of his feDow-man : "Thou 
shalt not [commit] murdra." A 
succeeding command enjoins respect 
for his property: "Thou shalt not 
steal.'* But the latter is preceded 
hy a command which enforces the 
ri^ts of person and of property, by 
enjoining respect for the honour of 
his fellow-man: "Thou shalt not 
commit adultery;" a man's wife 
being at once his own person and 
his most precious property. Having 
thus prohibited the violation of per- 
son, honour, and property, by direct 
deed, the Legislator proceeds to pro- 
tect these three most valuable ob- 
jects of t^restriaLcare from the in- 
direct violence of falsehood, perjury, 
and subornation: ''Thou shalt not 
bear false witness against thy neigh- 
hour." The four preceding com- 
mandments defined the precise duties 
of man towards his fellow-man, the 
observance of which is imperative 
upcm himj as the former Ave de- 
fined his duties towards his supreme 
Legislator and Ruler. The last of 
the ten commandments prescribes 
his duties towards himself, and the 
mastery he is bound to exercise over 
his passions and desires: ''Thou 
shalt not covet, &c." Thus all t^e 
laws and instructions which are indis- 
pensably and essentially required to 
insure the felicity of man, are con- 
tained in the two tables, — in the 
first, those relating to man as ap 
individual; — in the second, those 
which regard man as a member of 
civil society. 

These two principal classes of 
duties are, doubtless, the end and 
aim of Divine legislation ; and under 
some one or other of them, all other 
commandments may properly be 
ranged. Which of these two classes 
is entitled to take precedence of the 
other, is as yet undecided. Each c^ 
them has found adherents among 
our Kabbies, who argue in support 
of the respective claims of each class : 
As it is said in Thrath Cohanan (folio 
55) ; " Rabbi Akiba saith. Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself," (Lev. 
xix. 18,) is the gr^U; principle of ^e 
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law. Ben Abu saith, Tkia is the 
hook of the generaiiona qfman, (€ton. 
y. 1,) is the great principle of the 
law." Their meaning we have fully 
illustrated in the twenty-fourth chap- 
ter of our First Division ; to which 
we refer. 

CHAPTBR XXVII. 

Thb principal rule for the con- 
sideration of man is, that, in matters 
of religion, the intention of the in- 
most heart alone is decisive : As 
the proverh of our Rabbies of blessed 
memory expresses it, in the Tal- 
mud, (treatise Semhedrin, folio 106,) 
>)?'! Hli» HiDHI, "The Merciful 
(God) desires the heart only." It is 
consequently possible that a man 
may strictly observe many com- 
mandments without perceiving that 
the perfection of his purpose is there- 
by advanced, either at all, or in any 
considerable degree, or sufficiently 
to attain the end proposed.: As, on 
the contrary, it is possible that a 
man may observe one commandment 
only, but with such purity of inten- 
tion, that the perfection of his pur- 
pose is thereby in a very consider- 
able degree advanced, ^d it is not 
the positive or active obedience alone, 
but likewise the negative or passive, 
which may thus advance the true 
aitn of man's existence on earth. 
All depends on purity of heart and 
intention. As the endeavour to at- 
tain perfection is, in Holy Writ, 
called v:51'i:a riDbni, "Thou shalt 
walk in His ways," (Deut. xxviii. 
90 it is evident that this walking in 
the ways of God is the chief service 
and worship of the Deity. Accord- 
ingly we find the Sacred Singer tell- 
ing us, that not only does active ob- 
servance, but also passive obedience, 
lead to perfection, and is entitled to 
be called " the ways of God." Thus 
he sings : " Blessed are the harmless 
in the way, who walk in the law of 
the Lord." (Psalm cxix. i.) Blessed 
are the faithful who are not vainly 

Sroud in their own conceit, but be- 
eve in and obey the law of the Lord. 
— ^Who are they who walk in the 
law of the Lord ? He replies, 
" Blessed are they that keep his tes- 
timonies, and that seek him with the 
whole heart " —They who observe 



his commandments, and obey his 
laws with a pure intention and per- 
fect devotednesB of heart. But, in 
order that man may not fall into the 
error of supposing that the positive 
commands of the Deity alone enable 
man to attain the peilection of his 
purpose through a pufe heart, he 
adds, "Even those who do no ini- 

2uity, they also walk in his ways :" 
[e who abstains from doing evil, 
through a conscientious and truly 
pure motive, likewise advances the 
true purpose of his being. Should 
any one express surprise at the 4)os- 
sibility of passively attaining perfec- 
tion, we must observe, that neither 
the Sacred Singer nor we ourselves 
mean a man who is altogether inert 
or impassible. Our meaning is, that 
if a man strongly desires something 
which is forbidden, and to the enjoy- 
ment of which opportunity and im- 
punity tempt him, but from which he 
abstains through a pure and heart- 
felt motive, such abstinence or pas- 
sive obedience will likewise promote 
the true perfection of man's purpose. 
It therefore is decided as a ,fac^, that 
obedience to any of the Divine com- 
mands, eitl^er active or passive, pro- 
vided it emanate from a pure heart 
and intention, can advance man's 
true welfare. 

CHAPTER xxviii. 

The Divine laws which ^uide and 
lead man on to eternal felicity, are, 
as we have already enumerated, di- 
vided into three classes. 1. The 
knowledge of God. 2. Statutes. 3. 
Judgments. Each of these classes 
contains both positive and negative 
commands respecting certain acts 
which man is to do or abstain from 
doing, both of which respectively 
promote the true end and aim of his 
being. Such are, — of the first class, 
the knowledge of God, — positivb 
commands, as, to believe in the ex- 
istence of God, his unity, immateri- 
ality, &c. : — Negative commands, 
which forbid to entertain the idea that 
there is any god beside the Great 
First Cause, not to study the rites of 
idolatrous worship, &c. Statutes 
are likewise positive, as, the com- 
mand to wear fiinges on th^r gar- 
ments, &c.; or NEOATivB, as, the pro. 
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hibition to wear mixed garments, 
&c. -Judgnients command positive- 
ly : "In righteousness shalt thou 
judge thy neighbour." (Lev. xix. 15.) 
" At his day thou shalt j^ve him his 
hire." (Deut. xxiv. 15.) "Thou 
shalt furnish him liberally;" (Deut. 
XV. 14 ;) with many others. There 
are likewise many prohibitions, as, 
" Ye shall not, therefore, oppress one 
another." (Lev. xxv. 17.) " Ye shall 
not steal, neither deal falsely, nor 
lie one to another;" (Lev. xix. 11 ;) 
with many others. That each of 
the«e three classes thus comprises 
actions which are acceptable to the 
Deity, and tl^erefore to oe performed,, 
and likewise others which are repre- 
hensible in His sight, and therefore 
to be abstained from, is beyond all 
doubt. But the objection may be 
urged : " How can that class of com- 
mandments caXied judgments promote 
eternal felicity? as although they 
are moral, and indispensable to the 
well-being of man, yet they do not 
appear to have any connexion with 
the immortality of the soul and its 
after-state." Were we to concede 
that this objection is well-founded, a 
great part of the Divine laws would 
lose their religious character, and 
sink into a mere moral code, without 
any influence on the future state of 
the soul. We can therefore not make 
any such concession, but are ready to 
meet and solve this difficulty in the 
following manner : The performance 
of every commandment is composed 
of two distinct' parts : 1. The action ; 
2. The intention and purpose bv 
which that action is accompanied. 
The true perfection which results to 
a man from the observance of any 
command is not the offspring of the 
mere action only, but of the intention 
with which it is undertaken : So 
that, though the former is indis- 
pensable, the latter constitutes its 
true merit. It is therefore possible 
that, on two men performing the 
same action, to the one it may be 
meritorious, and to the other un- 
availing. Such being the case, even 
those enactments of the law which 
relate to man in his social state, de- 
rive the merit of their observance 
from the intention of the observer. 
Were they human laws only, calcu- 
lated to extend no further than the 



welfare of the community, and to 
enforce good morals, the action alone 
is all that the legislator can take 
under cognizance : But, being Di- 
vine, and intended to secure to man 
eternal felicity, the intention, as well 
as the action, comes under the cog« 
nizance of the Legislator ; and, there- 
fore, he who performs what these 
Judgments ordain, solely with the in- 
tention of obeying the Divine com- 
mand, does by such obedience influ- 
ence his future state : Whereas, in- 
dependently of the intention, the 
action is onlv moral. To illustrate 
this combinea effect of obedience to 
the Divine Laws, we cite as an in- 
stance the mouth and its accessories 
in man : These, although intended 
to convey food to the human body 
in the same manner as similar organs 
do in all other animals, have a fur- 
ther purpose, peculiar to man only ; 
namely, to articulate sounds, by 
means of which he makes his ideas 
known to his fellow-men, and utters 
his thankful prayers to his Creator. 

From what we have here stated, it 
ensues, that the commandments of 
the law, — such as giving alms to the 
poor, to lend to the distressed in his 
hour of need, or not to injure or 
plunder our fellow-men, — ^if obeyed 
solely from a moral impulse, will ad- 
vance him who performs them no 
further than to constitute him a good 
and useful member of society: 
Whereas, if his obedience springs 
from the desire of performing the 
will of his Creator, and of observing 
His Divine Laws, in addition to his 
being, as we stated before, a moral 
man and useful member of society, 
he likewise attains the more exalted 
perfection of his purpose, as his 
morality becomes a worship of the 
Most Hig:h, and advances him to 
eternal felicity. The law is like the 
lighting of a lamp. The action of 
lighting the lamp does nothing more 
than consume the wick and oU ; but 
the intention of him who lights it is, 
that he may see hy the light. Thus 
the action in obeyinff is merely, as it 
were, mechanical : It is the religious 
u;itention which illumines the mind 
of him who performs the act which 
is the true worship and service of 
God, and, as such, leads him on to 
immortality. Accordingly, the Royal 
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Sage compares the commandments 
to a lamp, and religion itself] to a 
brilliant light, wHen lie says, " The 
commandment is a lamp* religion is 
a light." (ProT. vi. 23.) He intends 
thereby to express this sentiment : 
The commandment, abstractedly, is 
not the end and aim of observance ; 
it is only the mere vehicle, or lamp, 
to which the religions sentiment and 
intention (which causes the com- 
mand to be obeyed, because it is 
the will of God, and acceptable in 
his sight) supply the light. Conse- 
quently, he whose observance of the 
law is confined to the mere perform- 



ing of what it commands, independ- 
ently of the religious intention, 
resembles him who, in intense dark- 
ness, walks with a costly ^ femp, 
devoid of any light, and therefore 
cannot escape danger, but must go 
astray : As the Prophet says, " The 
ways of the Lord are right ; the just 
shsdl walk in them, but the trans- 
gressors shall fall .therein." (Hosea 
xiv. 9.) But of him who performs 
with proper intention, Solomon saith, 
" The path of the just is as the shin- 
ing li^it, that shineUi more and 
more unto the perfect day," (Prov, 
iv. 18,) and is never extinguished. 



(To be continued.) 



III. THE THIRTEEN ARTICLES OF FAITH. 

APPENDIX TO THB PREFACE OF MAIMONIDES 
TO THB TALMUDIC TRBA.T1SB pbtl. 

{Continued/rom page 320.) 



Thb better to illustrate what we 
have hitherto stated, we intend to 
append a full and clear exposition of 
the articles of faith, which, as Jews, 
we are bound to receive and believe. 
These articles are thirteen in num- 
ber. 

ARTICLE I. 

The existence of the Creator: 
That is to say. There is a Being, 
perfect in all the essentials iA exist- 
ence. In Him is the being of what- 
ever is, and from Him all beings 
have their existence. It is impos- 
sible to negate or deny his exist- 
ence: For were He not, all beings 
would cease to exist, and not one of 
them would remain or ccmtinue to 
be : Whereas, on the contrary, 
^ough all oth^ beings were to 
cease and no longer to be. He would 
^ill continue in undiminished ful- 
ness of perfection. As He is thus 
all-sufficient to himself. His is the 
only true Unity : Whereas whatever 
exists external to him, angels, astral 
orbits, and that which they contain, 
and all that is above or below, are 
dependent on Him for their being. 
The principle of this article is con- 
tained in ^the Divine declaration, " I 
am the Lord thy God,"^&c. 



A&TICUB, II. 

The Unity of the Holy One: 
(Blessed be He !) That is to say. 
He, the First Great .Cause of all ex- 
istence, is One. His Unity is not 
like a collective unity ; nor a unity 
of kind or species ; nor a unity like 
man, forming part of a ythble ; nor 
a material unity, which is divisible 
into an infinite number. But {He 
(blessed heiHs!) is one, and his 
Unity is absolute, and not to^ be 
equalled by or assimilated to any other 
species ol unity whatsoever. The 
principle of this article is con tuned 
in the declaration of the law : *' Hear, 
O Israeli the Lord our God, the 
Lord is one.'* ' 

ARTICLE III. 

His inunateriality : That is to say. 
The Holy One is not material, has 
no corporeal powers, and is not sub- 
ject to the accidents of matters ; such 
as motion, rest, or occupying space, 
and does not sit or stand: As the 
prophet saith, "To whom will ye 
liken me, or shall I be equal, saith 
the Holy One ?" All those expres- 
sions in Holy Writ which assig;n -to 
the Deity material qualities or acci- 
dents, — such as, that he goes, sits. 
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or ataoda, speaks^ &q,, — we merely 
in conformily.with the way of speak- 
ing usual amongst men and their 
common parlance. The principle of 
this article is contained in the de- 
claration of the law, " Ye have seen 
no manner of similitude." 

ARfiCLE IV. 

His priority (niD^p) : That is to 
say. The Holy One is positively, ab- 
solutelv primary. All beings exter- 
nal to him take priority relativdy to 
each other : Whereas fie is primary 
to all. The principle of this article 
is contained in many declarations of 
Holy Writ, particularly in the bless- 
ing of Moses. (Deut. xxxiii. 27.) 

ABTICLB V. 

That worship, adoration, and 
obedience are due to him alone, and 
n0 to any created being ; — such as 
. angels, celestial luminaries, astral 
orbits, elements, or any of their 
component parts ; — as He alone pos- 
sesses absolute will and power : 
Whereas, these have neither will 
nor power of their own, are created 
for specific purposes, and are no 
mediators between Him and man; 
nor can they render Him propitious. 
Therefore, all the thoughts of man, 
setting aside all created beings, are 
to be directed to Him only. The 
principle of this article is contained 
and enforced in i^umerous declara- 
tions of the law^ 



ARTICLE v^^ 

That prophecy does exist : That 
is to say. It is incumbent on man to 
know that some individuals of his 
species have been endowed with 
such excellent qualities and perfec- 
tions, that their soul^ were suscep- 
tible of receiving the impressions of 
absolute intellect. The impressions 
they thus received emanated from 
the perfect intelligence of the Cre- 
ator; and the individuals, thus 
highly eicalted, were prophets, or 
messengers of the Most High. 
The principle of this article is de- 
clared throughout every part of 
Holy Writ. 

3 F 



ABTICLB VII. 



That Moses,* our teacher, (peace 
be vwith him 1) is the father of all 
the Prophets', both of such as pre- 
ceded or succeeded him : That is to 
say, that he holds the most eminent 
rank amongst all the prophets of 
the Lord, whether they were before 
or after. He was selected from out 
of the whole human race, and attain- 
ed a greater knowledge of the Most 
High than any other man ever did 
or ever will attain-. He Surpassed 
the standard of human perfection, 
and Acquired angelic qualifications. 
No obstacle impeded his clear and 
perfect contemplation of the Deity, 
so far as such contemplation is 
possible to any created being of 
whatever degree. His intellect was 
not obscured or circumscribed by 
corporeal influence or weakness : 
He had overcome the force of imagi- 
nation, and of the senses, and like- 
wise of their efiTects; was divested 
of desire, and became purely intel- 
lectual. Therefore Holy Writ de- 
clares, that he conversed with the 
Deity directly and without any in- 
termediate means of communication. 
His prophetic power was different 
from that of all other prophets in 
four respects : 1. The Divine com- 
munication to other prophets was by 
means of an angel or intermediate 
inessenger : Whereas to him it was 
direct, as the Divine law declares, 
** Mouth to month I speak to him." 
2. Other prophets received the Di- 
vine communication iii a trance, 
when all their corporeal faculties 
were completely suspended; which 
state is called mnb or nwiO, visionj 
while Moses continued in full self- 
possession, as his human condition 
and pure intellecf were inseparably 
united ; as is said in Holy Writ, 
" Stand still, and I will hear what 
the Lord will command." 3. Other 
prophets, although the Divine com- 
munication was imparted to them 
through an angel and in a vision, 
experienced terror and agitation : 
Whereas Moses, although in imme- 
diate converse with the Deity, did 
not experience any terror, as his pure 
intellect became attached to creative 
intelligence : As Holy Writ declares, 
"And the Lord spake to Moses fece 
2 
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to face, as a man speaketh to his 
neighbour." 4. Other prophets re- 
ceived the Divine communication at 
such certain times and seasons as it 
pleased the Deity to impart the same 
to them ; often remained without any 
communication during a long period 
of time ; and sometimes required con- 
siderable preparations to render them- 
selves capable of receiving the same : 
Whereas Moses preserved a continu- 
al state of susceptibility, proper for 
the reception of the Divine commu- 
nication whenever he applied for the 
same : As it is said, " And Moses 
brought their cause before the Lord." 

ARTICLE VIII. 

That the law of God has been re- 
vealed from heaven : That is to say. 
The whole law imparted to the Isra- 
elites by Moses, such as we now have 
it, was communicated to him directly 
by the Deity. No part of it was the 
work of Moses, but the whole was 
dictated by God, and written down 
by Moses verbatim. Every part of 
the book which contains this law is 
alike holy and Divine ; consequently, 
every narrative or phrase wnich it 
contains, even, — ** The sons of Ham 
were Cush, Mizraim," &c. ; " The 
name of his wife was Mehitabel ;" or 
"Timnahwas the concubine," &c., 
— are of equal sanctity wilh the 
words, " I am the Lord thy God," 
or with, " Hear, O Israel ! " Sfc; jas 
the whole of the book, and every 
part of its contents, proceeded from 
the Omnipotent, is the law of the 
Lord, and, as such, most holy. Our 
duty is to imitate the example of 
David, the anointed of the Lord, who 
prays : " Open mine eyes, that I may 
behold wonders in thy law." The re- 
ceived exposition of the law likewise 
proceeds from the Omnipotent. And 
the manner and form in which we at 
present observe the« commandments 
of the tabernacle, the four vegeta- 
bles, the trumpets, the fringes, the 
phylacteries, and others of a like 
kind, are precisely the same as the 
observance commended to Moses. 
He enjoined these observances on 
us, and his mission was true : As is 
declared in Holy Writ : " And Moses 
said. Hereby ye shall know that the 
Lord hath sent me to do all these 



works, and that I have not done 
them from my own heart." 

ARTICLE IX. 

That the law of God is immuta- 
ble : That is to say, Nothing can be 
taken from this law or added to it : 
As is declared in Holy Writ. 

article X. 

That the Holy One (blessed be 
He!) knoweth and observeth the 
works of man : That is to say. Those 
are wrong who say, ** The Lord Bas 
abandoned the earth;" but, ou the 
contrary, as the prophet declares, 
" The Lord is great in counsel, and 
mighty in deed:" And, "Thine 
eyes are on the ways of all the sons 
of man, to reward man according to 
his ways, and the fruit of his deeds :" 
And as Holy Writ in another place 
declares : "The Lord saw that the 
wickedness of man was great on 
earth." 

article XI. 

That the Holy One rewards those 
who obey his commandments, and 
punishes those who are transgress- 
ors. The highest reward is eternal, 
and in a future state ; the greatest 
punishment is n"lD, "annihilation." 
Thus the Deity declares to Moses : 
" Whosoever has sinned against me, 
him will I blot out of my book." 

ARTICLE XII. 

That Messiah will come : That is 
to say. However long his coming 
may be delayed, we are not to re- 
nounce it in despair, but are still to 
be convinced that come he assuredly 
will ; though we are not to attempt, 
from passages of Holy Writ, to cal- 
ciUat? or determine the precise time 
of his advent. We are to beTieve 
that he will be superior to any 
monarch that ever has been : As is 
predicted by all the prophets from 
Moses unto Malachi, — peace be with 
them ! — and also in the prophecy of 
Balaam, which has been received 
into the Sacred Scriptures. This 
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article comprises the principle, that 
the Israelites will have no other 
anointed King than a descendant of 
David, of the lineage of Solomon. 
And whosoever rebels against that 
dynasty offends against the law of 
God. 



ARTICLE XIII. 



The resurrection of the dead; 
That is to say. That in due time the 
dead, iivconformity with the will of 
God, wUl arise from their graves to 
everlasting life. 



IV. SPIRIT OF THE JEWISH RELIGION. 

HDB, PASSOYEB. 



If the history of all nations claims 
our attention, because the past offers 
its instruction to guide us how to 
act for the future, the history of the 
Jews, in addition to this, teaches us, 
what will take place hereafter. We 
devote the present article to the 
Passah festival, established to com- 
memorate events which took place 
upwards of thirty centuries ago. All 
of our readers are doubtless suffici- 
ently acquainted with the history of 
our nation to know, that the Israel- 
ites were bond-men in Mizraim ; 
that Divine Omnipotence evinced its 
interposition in a series of miracu- 
lous events, which at once punished 
the tyrannic task-master, and restor- 
ed our ancestors to freedom. The 
minute facts are recorded in a book 
written at the time, and, acknow- 
ledged as authentic by the greatest 
part of the civilized world. When we 
say this, we mean, that the various re- 
ligious systems prevailing in Europe, 
in a great part of Asia, of Africa, 
and of America, and which claim to 
be founded on Divine Revelation, 
however differing in their tenets, 
how much soever at variance in their 
doctrines, however inimically dis- 
posed towards each other, yet ^1 
agree in holding up this book as the 
law of the living God, imparted to 
man by direct revelation from above. 
And it is worthy of remark, that 
those inhabitants of this terrestrial 
globe who do not know or admit the 
Divine authority of this book, are 
vet in the infancy of civilization, and 
nave adopted systems of religion so 
puerile, superstitious, and contrary 
to reason, that no civilized infidel, 
who refuses to bow to the authority 
of this book, (in opposition to the 
practice of the immense majority of 
nis fellow-citizens,) would for an in- 
stant think of adopting those systems. 



We mention the extensive authority 
conceded to the Bible not as of itself 
furnishing any sufficient proof of the 
Divine origin of that book, but be- 
cause in this enlightened age of 
science and discovery, when men 
boast of their profound research, 
mature investigation, and ripe judg. 
ment, very few, in matters of religion, 
possess sufficient strength of mind 
and of principle to be guided by the 
unbiassed conviction of their own 
minds ; (as was Abraham in his days ;) 
but most men are swayed and influ- 
enced by numbers; and the more 
extended is the suffrage in support 
of any particular opinion, the more 
convinced they become of its truth. 
We, however, can dispense with this 
adventitious support : God's holy 
law, the books in which it is record- 
ed, are an inheritance descended to 
us from our fathers, as it reached 
them from theirs. They assuredly 
would not deceive us, any more than 
their fathers would deceive them : 
And when they tell us, " This is what 
we received from our fathers, 'who 
received it from theirs; each suc- 
ceeding generation from their pre- 
decessors up to those who witnessed, 
at the very time, the events record- 
ed in this book, which, unalter- 
ed, we now confide to you;" — ^when 
they tell us this^ ^e have no reason- 
able right to doubt their veracity, as 
they can have no probable motive to 
abuse our confidence. 

One of the events related in that 
book is the miraculous exit of the 
Israehtes from Mizraim. This rela- 
tion is held to be so very important, 
that, in very many passages of Holy 
Writ, the fact is repeated, and nu- 
merous laws and observances are en- 
joined in order to perpetuate its 
memory. It is true, that some Brit- 
ish Jew, — looking to the many and 
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wonderful changes which every na- 
tion on earth naM, during the last 
thirty centuries, experienced, and 
feeling comfortahle in the undisturb- 
ed security of person, pnmeity, and 
opinion,— may ask, '*What could 
" have been the difference to me in- 
'' dividually, had the Israelites not 
"been wonderfully liberated from 
" their bondage ? Amongst thoee who 
" own the sway of Egypt's Pacha, 
*' there may not be one whose line- 
" age ascends to the ancient oppress- 
" ors of Israel Without anv direct 
" intervention of the Deity, the Jew- 
''ish people would doubtless, in 
<<c6urse of time, have been freed 
•'from the yoke of slavery; and I 
" should probably have been what 
" I am. a native of Britain, though 
" the Red Sea had not opened to give 
" a safe passage to the descendants 
" of Jacob. What, then, to me are 
" events which occurred upwards of 
" three thousand years ago ? Why^ 
" am I to be inconvenienced by nu- 
" merous observances which have no 
" other purpose than to keep up the 
"memory of these far gone-by 
"events?** To such questions we, 
in the first instance, answer: It is 
possible, that you might have been 
what now you are, a native of Great 
Britain, although your ancestors 
might never have crossed the Red 
Sea ; but it is certain, that, had the 
Jews never been veleased by the 
strong hand of the Deity visibly dis- 
p^jred, neither Britain nor the whole 
civilized world would have been what 
at the present day it is. You ask. 
What are these observances to you ? 
We answer. The house of Israel wa» 
selected for a peculiar people. As 
in that people the tribe of Levi, and 
in that tribe the family of Aaron^ 
were set apart for the service of the 
Lord ; so is the Israelite among the 
nations of the earth : For Aaron still 
remained an Israelite, and the Israel- 
ite still remains a man ; not sdected 
for his own selfish, advantage, but to 

f remote the purpose of the Great 
'ather of all, for the good of all. 
And as you are one of this peculiar 
people, the observances confided to 
them by the Deity are sacred to you. 
You owe them ooedience,--*becai]se 
they are commanded by God, — be- 
cause you are bound to teach them 



to othttra, aad to show Uiem what has 
htea and what will be, — ^beeause ycm 
are a link in the griat chain of evi- 
dence which must not be interrupted 
or broken, — and, lastly,' because] it 
is your duty to transmit to your chil- 
dren what 3rou received from your 
father: As it is declared in Holy 
Writ, "And it shall be when thy 
ton asketh thee in time to come, 
sajring. What is this ? that thou shalt 
say unto him. With a stroi^ hand 
the Lord brought us out df Egypt." 
(Exodus xiii. 14.) 

We have said, that, but for the 
miraculous exit from Miznum, the 
state of the world would have been 
widely different from what it now is^ 
and, also, that the Imraelites, seleeted 
to be a peculiar people, were consti* 
tuted to be a priestly nation, the ih- 
structers of the whc^ human race. 
If these two assertions are true,-^nd 
that they are so, we think no one can 
deny,— we may be permitted freely to 
examine the history of their exit, and 
its consequences. And, though we 
do not intend to enter fully into 
detuls, sufiiciently known to every 
reader of the Bible, yet a brief inves- 
tigation of general results will enable 
us to estabhsh three principles most 
important to every man. 

We live in an aget when nothing 
supernatural or miraculous is seen ; 
but whatever occurs bears the stamp 
of ordinary nature. The prmcipal 
occupations and views of individuals, 
as well as of nations, are confined to 
their earthly span, and to their mun- 
dane career. No startling wonder, 
no astounding inversion of the course 
of nature, rouses man from his apa^ 
thy. The direct and miraculous 
interposition of Providence no longer 
strikes home to the breasts of mor- 
tids. The stupendous efifeets sud- 
denly produced by the evident and 
overpowering operations of the Great 
Controller of all nature, as well as of 
all supernatural causes, are no longer 
visible on earth. And when a per- 
son of ordinanr understanding reads 
the history of'^ olden times, he may, 
with the Sacred ^nger, exclaim : 
** Where are thy wonders and thy 
mighty deeds, which our ancestors 
relatea to us?" Nor do we of the 
present day alone ask that question : 
Short-sighted man has ever been 
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prone to forget the pitst and tibe 
future in the present. Even the 
Israelites, whilst groaning under the 
yoke of Pharaoh, forgot the promise 
of their God ; and though the well- 
remembered assurance ^ the patri- 
arch, "God will surely visit you,*' 
ought to have inspired them with 
cenfidetice and hope, they, too, were 
alive but to the present. They neg- 
lected, as we ourselves neglect, to 
consider that, to the Supreme Being, 
there is no gradation of time : Past, 
present, and to come, can appear 
scarcely a^ an instant in his eternity : 
And to Him, thb now, and its inez- 
plicmble contradictions and incon- 
gruities^< are so clear, and devoid jof 
obscurity, as to be easily reconciled 
with, the grand and benevolent pur- 
poses of Heaven> (even in the finite 
conceptions of erring creatures,) by 
that which is to follow. 

The history Which we are examin- 
ing tells us, that Abraham, a just 
and pious man, through his faith and 
active virtue, was selected from the 
mass of mankind, honoured with the 
friendship oQda Creator ; and a pro* 
mise was given to him, that his 
descendants, particularly those of his 
legitimate son Isaac, were destined 
for peculiar purposes, beneficial to all 
the human race; But at the very 
time when this gracious premise was 
made, Abraham was likewise in- 
formed, tiiat these, his highly 
favoured descendants, should, during 
four hundred years, be slaves, op- 
pressed and maltreated in a strange 
land ; but that, at the expiration of 
that period, they would be liberated,, 
and leave that hostile land ; and that 
this prediction was actually accom- 
plished, through a series of events 
brought about, partly by the direct 
and evident interposition pf Pro- 
vidence, but jMrincipally by the 
apparent free-agency of man, wfiich 
evinced itself virtuously as well as 
criminally in those transactions, but 
which, in either case, were instru- 
mental to the great purpose intended. 
The immediate cause which brouight 
the descendants of Abraham to 
Mizraim, was the criminal hatred of 



Jacob's sons towards their younger 
brother Joseph; which prompted 
them to the barbarous deea of con- 
signing him to exile and slavery. 
The consequences of this foul crime 
were taken vtp by Infinite Wisdom 
into the plans of his Providence: 
They were over-ruled to be the main 
instruments in ful^lling those su- 
preinely wise designs. Still the deed 
was foul, criminal, and is not in the 
least to be extenuated by the bene- 
ficial results to which it was made to 
conduce. And though the generous 
and forgiving disposition of Joseph, 
to soften the pangs of conscience 
and the asony of self-reproach which 
tortured Bis guilty brethren, prompt- 
ed the expression, " It was not you 
who sent me hither> but God," yet 
the smtill stiU voice within them was 
not silenced ; and though they could 
not but admit that their guilty deed 
had, by the marked aiid merciful 
interposition of Divine Providence, 
b€«n rendered subservient to a salu^ 
tary piurpose, yet they felt that their 
individual guilt and responsibility 
remained unaltered. This introduc- 
tion to the events which are to follow 
teaches us, that, though man is a 
free, and therefore a responsible, 
agent, yet whatever he does is sub- 
servient to the great designs of Pro^ 
vidence. In vain do the crimes of 
man attempt to interrupt the ffreat 
order and regularity of the whole, 
which Omnipotence maintains with 
irresistible might. However man 
may destroy the felicity of his own 
soul, his inward , peace ; however 
unhappy the slave of evil passions 
may render himself, all his deeds 
must eventually accomplish the wise 
purposes of Heaven, which controls 
alike the war of passions, and that of 
elements. Tyranny and vice in the 
moral world execute the Divine com- 
mands, as do thunder and subterra- 
nean fire in the natural world. An 
evil, moral as well as physical, must 
eventually, under the control of an 
All-wise Direction, promote the uni- 
versal good, till every thing shall join 
in that grand harmony which was the 
chief purpose of creation.. 



(To be continued,) 
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ESSAY ON THE ANCIENT SCHOOLS OF THE ISRAELITES. 
PROM THB tD^nj^n nnn: for 5583. (1823.) 
(Continued from page 3S8J 



Born at a period when Uranism, 
or the worship of original fire, con- 
sidered as symbolieal of a Deity who 
rewards and punishes, was the pre- 
vailing sjrstem of religion through- 
out the east, Abraham, whose reason 
had, by tbe ^ce of God, and by 
intense reflection become matured 
and purified, endeavoured to gain the 
ruler of his native land, Nimrod, 
over to the truth. The antient ori- 
ental writers relate many curious 
legends respecting this fruitless 
attempt at conversion. The tradi- 
tions both of the Jews, (Medrash 
Rabbah,) and of the Persians, (Ghu^ 
Ustan,) relate the remarkable con- 
versations that took place between 
Abraham and Nimrod. According 
to both traditions, Abraham was by 
Nimrod condemned to be immolated 
as a sacrifice to the fire, the divinity 
of which he had denied : He accord- 
ingly was thrown into a fiery fur- 
nace, from which, however, he went 
forth unhurt. This legend is re- 
ceived as true by most eastern 
nations. The Koran has these 
words : "I caused the fire into which 
Abraham was thrown to become 
cool and agreeable." The Persian 
Saadi, in his Ghulistan, " Flower- 
Garden," has preserved the follow- 
ing legend : After Abraham had 
repeatedly been preserved in a mira- 
culous manner from the murder- 
ous attempts of Nimrod, he at 
length challenged him to decide 
the contest. " Come, O king," said 
he; "come forth ^th all thine 
host. Alone will I meet thee ; nor 
other arms than 



do I requii© any other arms ^ 

prayers to my God, to confound thy He rules and governs the univ 

might aud power." Nimrod, in a by means of his Providence^ and^ 

state of irritation, marched out to 

seize him; when, lo! millions of 

gnats swarmed before Nimrod's 

hosts, and darkened the air. A gnat 

flew on his forehead ; he chased it 

thence: It fixed on his nose; again 

he drove it away : It then flew up 

his nostrils, crept into his brain, and 

caused the most excruciating agony^ 



from which he knew no relief except 
by the beating of a hammer on his 
thick skull. This punishment he 
suffered during four years, until he 
died. The more ancient Arabian 
writers, likewise, related that Nimrod 
was punished by a gnat piercing .his 
brain; but the reason which they 
assign is difiTerent. They related 
that, having miscarried in building 
his projected tower at Babel, he at- 
tempted to scale the heavens in a 
carriage, to which he harnessed 
enormous birds; in the east called 
kerkes or " rocks ; " and that when 
about to start, he was prevented by a 
gnat which flew up his nostrils."* 

Such are the legends of Abrahafti 
and Nimrod which the eastern world 
in all ages has preserved. The Sa- 
cred Scriptures do not relate them ; 
though there can be no doubt that 
Abndiam's preservation from 11 », 
(either the fire or the city) was ejBTected 
by the interposition of Providence. 
There can likevtrise be no doubt that 
the doctrines of the pious teacher 
found many adherents in his native 
land. The Brahmins, who acknow- 
ledge as their first legislator the 
divine Bramah, the similarity of 
whose name with Abraham, has led 
many to identify him with the patri- 
arch, pretend to be possessed of the 
most ancient book at present exist- 
ing in the world, which they call 
shaster, or " veddis," and which 
contains doctrines and maxims that 
certainly must have originated in 
the school of Abraham : Such are — 
God is eternal: He is an absolute' 
unity : The Creator of all that exists : 
universe 
ac- 
cording to those immutable laws 
which have been laid down by himself : 

* To those of our readers who are con- 
versant vdth the Talmud and Medrashim, 
it may not be iminteresting to compare 
these legends with the gnat of Titus, in the 
Talmud, treatise {Gettin perek Hanezekiny) 
in the Pirke JL Eleazar, and in the Me- 
drash Rabbah, 



(To be continued.) 



LoNDOKi—Printed l>y Jamw.Nichoto, 46, Hoxton-Siiuare. 



Digitized by 



Google 



HEBREW REVIEW 



MAGAZINE OF RABBINICAL LITERATURE. 



VOL. I. 



TWENTV-SIXTH DAY OF ADAR, 6596. 
FRIDAY, MARCH 27, 1836. 



No. 26. 



I. THE MISHNA. 



mife* riDDD, Mescheth Aboth : " the ethics op the fathers." 

pii» p. comments by NAPHTALI HIRTS WES8ELY, 

( ConHnued from page 393.) 
Each of them left ertain maxims : R. Eleazar said, ** Let the honour of thy disciple be 
dear imto thee li> «- thine own. Be not easily- excited to anger. Do penance one day 
before thy death." (II. 14.) 



Commentary. Let the honour of 
thy disciple be dear, Sfc. — In social 
life there is no connexion more impor- 
tant or. more endearing than that be- 
tween the tutor and his pupils. A 
man's parents bestow on him life; 
the corporeal frame is their gift ; like 
a casket, it contains the jewel with- 
in, — the mind : But it is education, 
instruction, and precept, which 
polishes the jewel, and stamps its 
value. Whatever in after-times man 
may become, whatever of moral 
worth or social influence he may ac- 
quire, is to be traced to the lessons 
and impressions of his early youth ; 
even the knowledge of God and of 
his- laws he owes to the instruction 
of his tutors. Our teacher therefore 
wishes to impress on those who un- 
dertake the task of guiding youth in 
the path they ought to walk, the im- 
portance of their duties : And as, to 
a well regulated mind, nothing is 
more precious than true honour, 
which, properly understood, com- 
prises every religious and moral vir- 
tue ; our teacher cannot more com- 
pletely point out the nature of these 
transcendant duties, than by recom- 
mending preceptors to consider the 
honour of their pupils as valuable as 
their own, andthftt, whatever repute 
the disciple m^,.in after-life, acquire, 
the tutor shares his praise, or par- 
takes of his odium. - 

Be not easily, ^cited to anger — 
Our teacher does not bid us never to 



become wroth; for, giving way to the 
passion of anger is, by all the Rab- 
bles, considered as one of the most 
pernicious errors of the mind; for 
well known is their saying, that 
*' whospever suflerd himself to be ex- 
cited to rage, is as if he worshipped 
strange gods." Nor is there any 
exaggeration in this maxim ; for it 
is impossible that the mind should, 
at the same time, harbour thoughts 
of God an^ anger ; and when a man 
becomes enraged, his passion, for a 
time, usurps that sway which belongs 
only to his Creatdr. It is, therefore, 
not the actual outbreaking of furious 
passion that our teacher here cau- 
tions us against, as, by an eflbrt of 
the mind, that may easily be re- 
strained ; his precept tends to guard 
us against the disposition which is 
susceptible of being easily excited to 
anger. Further : His meaning is not 
only that we are to govern our tem- 
pers in our intercourse with man- 
kind, or giving instruction to pu- 
pils; but that, in reflecting on the 
occurrences of the moral world, we 
are still to preserve our equanimity, 
nor be carried away to indignation at 
the seeming prevalence of wrong. 
He who is acquainted with the hu- 
man heart knows, that the first in- 
stigation to immoral actions is caused 
by inward anger, and dissatisfaction 
at the apparent injustice which pre- 
dominates in the moral world, and 
which maybe irreconcilable to up an'a 
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ideas. To this Solomon alludes when 
he says, '* Oppression maketh a wise 
man mad, ana perverts the generous 
heart." (Eccles. vii. 7.) His mean- 
ing is, that the departure from the 
path of wisdom and virtue is gene- 
rally caused by the indignant reflec- 
tion, that the just and wise are often 
oppressed and sufTering) while the 
wicked prosper. The prophet like- 
wise complains, " Why dost thou 
shew me iniquity, and cause me to 
behold grief ? for spoiling and vio- 
lence are before me ; and strife and 
force prevails. Therefore the law is 
slackened, and judgment doth never 
go forth : For the wicked doth com- 
pass about the righteous ; therefore 
wrong judgment proceedeth ; *' (Ha- 
bakkuk i. 3, 4 ;) mean'mg, that the 
great moral evils which are daily be- 
held pervert men's minds, and cause 
them to form a wrong judgment. 
But the meekly pious is not prone to 
harbour feelings of anger and dis- 
content, because he knows that hu- 
man reason is insufficient to scan the 
counsels of Provitlence ; he remem- 
bers that man's existence is not 
limited by the clod of earth in which 
he dwells, 6ut that every apparent 
wrong will find its remedy, if not 
here, at least hereafter : As Solomon 
saith, *' Better is the end of a thing 
than the beginning thereof, and the 
patient in spirit than the proud in 
spirit. Be not hasty in thy spirit to 
be angry, for anger resteth in the 
bosom of fools : " C^^ccles. vii. 8, 9 :) 
— Be patient when thou dost per- 
ceive the perverse occurrences in 
the moral world ; know that the end 
of a thing is better than its beginning; 
and^ as the end is not within thy ken. 



thou art not in a state to judge of 
the whole ; be therefore not too prone 
to anger and discontent, for these are 
the feelings that will mislead thee to 
vice and sin. The same lesson R. 
Eleazar teaches us, when he bids us 
■ot to be easily excited to anger, but 
patiently endure, rather than repine 
and rebel. 

Do'penance one day before thy death 
— The most efficient means that can 
be employed to curb the violence of 
our passions is the thought on the 
frail, transitory, and uncertain tenure 
of our lives. The powerful voice of 
desire loudly exclaims, " Behold the 
earth and its fulness is spread out 
before thee; and those only enjoy 
^e world who think but of their 
pleasures. Why shouldest thou alone 
waste thy time in unnatural absti- 
nence and idle sufferings ? " To re- 
ply to this invitation, man needs but 
consider that the greatest of earthly 
joys are only short-lived ; that a few 
days, na^, that the coming dawn, 
may be his last : He who properly 
reflects on this subject, will consider 
life as but the span of a day, to be 
ended on the morrow. This consid- 
eration, and also ike impropriety of 
deferring penitence, (or the firm re- 
solve, with the assistance of the Di- 
vine Grace, to renounce evil and 
pursue good, which resolve, though 
acceptable to the Deity, must not be 
postponed or adjourned from day to 
day,) our teacher impresses on our 
minds by the sententious maxim, 
"Do penance one day before thy 
death " — Consider thy whole life- 
time as but one dav, and every rising 
sun as the immeaiate precursor of 
that which sees thy dissolution. 



R. Joshua saith, «^ An evil eye, (disposition,) evfl inclinatioBs, and misanthropy, drive 
man out of the vrorld." (II. 16.) 



Com MBNTARY. An evil eye, ^c. — 
By the word i^'in p)> is meant 
*• envy," or the vexation at another's 
good. Some human dispositions 
are so perverse, that they suifer more 
at beholding the good fortune of 
others than at their own actual priva- 
tions ; and who cannot enjoy the 
good within their reach, because 
others possess equal or greater good. 
The word)^*in ^V% literally express- 
ing, "an evil being," is used, in 



Rabbinical phraseology, to personify 
evil desires and inclinations ; in this 
sense it is likewise used in Holy 

Writ: vn)>3o xn t=)i«n :ai»iir> ^5, 

•* For the nature of man's heart is 
evil from his youth." (Gen. viii. 21.) 
In this expression are comprised all 
the evil desires, passions, and incli- 
nations which assail and tempt man. 
Misanthropy, or hatred of mankind, 
does not denote thi wish or disposi- 
tion to injure mankind, but^the feel. 
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ing of disgust engendered ia the mis- 
taken mind of even a good man at 
beholding the manifold crimes and 
follies of which the human. race are 
guilty. Looking at their deeds with 
a jaundiced eye, he, sees nought but 
ingratitude fixed in every human 
heart, and he detests the wicked 
race. These three affections of the 
mind, our.teacjier justly considers as 



the bane of human existence : While 
envy preys on man's vitals, and evil 
desires undermine his physical and 
mitral health » misanthropy makes life 
a burthen ; and all three, carried to 
any height, will lead to mental aber- 
ration, and impel man, unsummoned, 
to rush into the awful presence of 
his Judge. 



. B. Jose said, << Let thy neighbour's property be dear to thee like thine own. Prepare thy- 
self to stady the law, for it is no inheritance to thee. Let all thy actions be for 
heaven's sake." (IL 16.) 



Commbntart: Let thy neighbour*s 
property, Sfc, — Our teacher concen- 
trates sdl the duties of religion, of 
which he gives us a summary, in his 
three precepts: 1. Observe thy du- 
ties^ towards thy fellow- man ; or, as 
the*law directs, "Love thy nieigh- 
hour like thyself." The meaning 
certainly is not, that we are equally 
tot share whatever we possess with 
whosoever is less gifted by fortune 
than ourselves ; for^if such were the 
true intent and purpose of the legis- 
lator, it had not been necessary to 
enjoin charity to our neighbour, giv- 
ing of sdms to^ the poor, and sup- 
porting the distressed, by separate 
precepts : But the command to 
love our neighbour is most truly 
obeyed, by cherishing within us a 
feelmgs of kindness and good-will to- 
wards our fellow-men, as strong and 
ardent as those we entertain towards 
our individual selves ; this will ena- 
ble us to bring the same sacrifices to 
their welfare, which we are ready to 
make when required by our own ; 
and inspire us with the sentiment 
which our teacher impresses on us, 
" Let whatever belongs to thy fel- 
low-men be as precious in thine eyes 
as if it were thine own." 2. Per- 



form thy duties towards thy Cre- 
ator. These consist in the know- 
ledge of Him, as far as it is possi- 
ble for human reason to attain: 
This knowledge man does not ac- 
quire at once ; but, limited as it is, 
it must be gradually acquired, and 
his whole li&.time is but a prepara- 
tion to that more perfect knowledge 
which is to follow. Therefore our 
teacher tells us, ** Prepare thyself to 
study the law, for it is no inheritance 
to thee." The knowledge of the 
Deity and of his law is not to be ac- 
quired suddenly and without effort, 
as a man steps into an inheritance. 
3. The duties towards himself. 
These are best observed by having 
constantly present to his mind the 

§*eat purpose of bis being, and the 
enefactor from whom every good is 
derived. If such reflections become 
his governing principle, whatever he 
does will be undertaken with a good 
intention. Every deed will be en- 
nobled bv its motive : And the les- 
son which our teacher here gives us, 
** Let all thy actions be for heaven's 
sake ; " will find its confirmation 
in Holy Writ: "In all thy ways 
acknowledge him, and he shall direct 
thy paths." (Prov. iii. 6.) 



R. Simon saith, '< Be carefiil in the observance of the Kriath Schmang * and prayers : 
When thou prayest, consider not thy prayers as a fixed bnrthen, but as supplications 
for mercy before the Holy One, (blessed be He 1) as it is said, < He is merciM and 
gnusioos, long-suffering, and abundant of goodness, and rdents of evil.'" Be. not 
wicked befwe thyself. (II. 17.) 

Commentary. Be careful in the which, as an Israelite, thou owest 
observance, S^c. — Do not neglect the him. The profession of thy faith, 
adoration due to thy Creator, and and stated prayers, are every day due 

• V'ide Hebrew Review, page 13. 
3 g2 
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from tliee according to the enact- 
ments laid down for thy observance, 
at certain hours of the day. Never- 
theless, when those hours arrive, do 
not look upon thy prayers as a tax 
upon thy time, or as a burthensome 
obligation, of which thou art forced 
to acquit th3r8elf. Remember that 
the true purport and intention of 
praying is to approach our Most 
High Benefactor and Universal Fa- 
ther, in order to solicit of his mercy 
the pardon of our transgressions, ana 
to implore his goodness for the need- 
ful supply of our wants. Do not 
say, " I have repeated this form of 
prayers so often, that I now utter 
them by rote from memory only. 
My heart and mind can no longer 
be engaged in this act of worship." 
Know, that as thy relations with the 
Deity stUl continue the same ; that, 
however pious, thou still needest his 
pardon ; that, however wealthy, thou 
art still dependent on his goodness ; 
that> it therefore needs but that thou 
shouldst properly reflect on thy own 
state, to rivet all thy thoughts on 
the purpose for which thou beseech, 
est the Deity, and to render thy 
prayers what they ought to be, the 
fervent supplications of thy inmost 
heart: And though the words and 
the form in which thy prayers are 
offered still continue the same, yet 
the source of feeling from whence 
they spring is inexhaustible, and the 
thoughts to which they give utter- 
ance are ever new. 

Be not wicked before thyself-^S^ge 
moralists are divided in opinion, re- 
specting the subject how man is to 
consider himself m his own opinion. 
Some maintain that man ought al- 
ways to consider himself as guilty, 
because as the Sacred Scriptures de- 
clare and univeipsal experience proves, 
"There is no man on earth who 
doeth good and sinneth not." Others 
again assert, that, were man to give 
way to the feeling of his own guilt 
and utter reprobation, it would^'drive 
him on to despair, and he would^'no 
longer hope that his prayers for 
mercy may be acceptable to the 
Deity. Our teacher recommends to 



us a middle course. He says not, 
''Be not guilty in thine own opi- 
nion," which would require his 
using the word ^O^i^a, "in thine 
own eyes," but uses the words 
TDirj^ >iB5, " before thyself," which 
we will now more nearly illustrate. 
Guilt may be considered in two 
respects : One regarding the indi- 
vidual man such as he is, with ^ his 
frailties and passions, his good and 
his evil inclinations and altitudes : 
The second, regarding his relation 
towards the Supreme, whom his 
guilt offends. Were man to con- 
sider that his guilt is peculiar to 
himself as an individual, he would 
appear in his own eyes as an utter 
reprobate, and therefore unworthy to 
address the most pure and immacu-* 
late Being. Nor can man, on the 
contrary, consider himself as guilt- 
less in the sight of God; for that 
would be an untruth, opposed alike 
to Holy Writ and universal expe* 
rience; and it would endanger his 
future bliss, which is obtained solely 
from the mercy of God, and not the 
reward of man's merits.- Our 
teacher, wishing alike to preserve 
man from the horrors of despair 
and the dangers of self-righteous- 
ness, tells us, "As man, taking thy 
natural frailties and wea|^ness into 
consideration, thou canst not look 
upon thy guilt as peculiar to thyself 
alone: Thou art not therefore to 
appear as a )^t2^1, or "wicked, be- 
fore thyself," but still it behoves 
thee to know, that though thy fail- 
ings may be extenuated by the fault- 
iness of thy nature, — as Holy Writ 
declares, " I will not again curse the 
earth for man's sake, for the nature 
of man's heart is evil from his 
youth;" (Genesb viii. 28;) — ^yet 
thou hast offended against the Most 
High, whose law thou hast trans- 
gressed and whose will thou hast 
slighted. It is therefore thy duty, 
with a contrite heart, to implore his 
mercy, nor despair of thy pardon : 
Thou art a sinner, it is true, but the 
richness of his mercy endureth for 
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R. BiiBAZAB 9aiik, ** Be acMidaoai in tlie study of the law. Know how to answer the 
Epicurean: Know befiwe whom thou dost toil, and who is the master who will pay 
thee thy wages." (II. 18.) 



Commentary. Be assiduous, 8fc. 
— ^The word ^IpU^, derived from the 
root Tptl^, expresses great zeal and 
assiduous endeavours to penetrate 
into something whicli is closed against 
us : As Solomon says, when he pro- 
clainis the words of wisdom, " Hap- 
py the man who heareth me, 
'»nini'"F h)) llptt^i? attentively to 
watch my grates every day, waiting at 
the posts of my doors." (Prov. viii. 
34.) Our teacher directs us to he 
assiduously devoted to the study of 
the law, in order that we may, hy 
constant and attentive application, 
improve in our knowledge of God 
and of his holy will, the more pro- 
perly to obey the same. Nor is this 
study ever to be considered as com- 
pleted ;. for, the more^we advance in 
knowledge, the more convinced we 
become how little we know. It is 
therefore needful that the same zeal 
and application which marks our 
fir<it effort should likewise continue 
throughout our progress. 

Know how to answer the Epicurean 
— By the word D'Tip^QM, is meant 
an adherent of the sect of Epicu- 
rus, or in Talmudic phraseology an 
infidel who denies Divine revehttion. 
Our teacher directs us to be pre- 
pared to meet the cavils of the mfi- 
del, and to know how to refute his 
errors. After having, in the first 
instance, exhorted us to be zealous 



in our study of the law, he goes en 
to tell us, that if it is our fate to 
come in contact ^th such a disput- 
ant, we must rely on our knowledge 
of the law only to refute his sophis- 
tries. For that law, however clearly 
and fiiUy approved as a revelation of 
the Most High, and however firmly 
established as such to our fullest 
satisfaction, cannot at once be ex« 
pected to carry home conviction to 
his benighted mind. Thou must 
therefore be prepared so to shape 
thy argtunents, that they may be 
within the comprehension of his un- 
fledged reason, gradually working on 
his mind, till the triiunph of truth be 
complete. - '' 

Know before whom thou toilest, Sfc. 
— If a man lajbours for one of his 
own degreer he calculates on his sti- 
pulated reward, and looks out that 
he may obtain it. But if he happens 
to be employed by royalty, his only 
care is properly to acquit himself of 
his task, as he is convinced that 
though his hire is not exactly stipu- 
lated, his recompense will be princely. 
Thus our teacher tells us : Be not 
thou concerned about thy reward: 
stay not to inquire about the when, 
the how, or the how much. All that 
thou needest know is, the Omnipo- 
tent and AH-bounteous is thy em- 
plover : All that thou needest do is 
— thy duty. 



R. Tarphon says : << The day is short, the labour great, the workmen are lazy, the 
reward is great. The master is urgent." He continued : << It does not depend on 
thee to complete the work. Nor art thou free to withdraw thyself therefrom. Art 
thou greatly advanced in the lore of the law, thy reward will be commensurate. And 
thy employer is trustworthy, and will duly pay thy wages. But know that the free gift 
of reward is hereafter." (II. 19.) 



Commentary. The day is short, 
the labour great, SfC. — ^This simile is 
most correct and perfectly applica- 
ble to the human state. Our teacher 
compares the service due from man 
to his God, to the work performed 
by journeymen who have been hired 
to erect a building, but must com- 
plete their work at sunset, and who 
too are well p£ud for their labour. 
There are, however, four obstacles 
in the way. The day is short, the 



quantum of labour to be performed 
is great, the labourers are lazy, and 
the proprietor urgently persists on 
the performance of their contract, 
which requires that their task should 
be ended by sunset. The journey- 
men are greatly embarrassecl by the 
fear, that, if at sunset their work be 
not completed, the contract is void 
and their stipulated wages forfeited. 
He therefore consoles them and says, 
" Ye journeymen, persist in your 
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task : The completion of your work 
is not dependent on your efforts 
only : Do not think, that, because 
you see that you cannot complete the 
work, you need not do any part 
thereof, but may altogether withdraw 
yourselves. No, it is incumbent on 
you to use your utmost efibrts well 
to empby the short day on \(rhich 
you hare scope for your iictivity. 
rear not that vour employer requires 
your laboiu- for nothing. Your re- 
compense will be commensurate with 
your exertions. Though the work be 
not finished by you, yet for what ye 
have wrought ye will be paid. Rest 
assured that your employer is most 



honourable and trustworthy; and 
too generous rigorously to insist on 
your contract, or to withhold what is 
your due. Be not discomposed in 
vour minds if you see that the la- 
bourers roust sometimes wait for 
their wages, nay, that penury and 
want is sometimes their portion on 
earth; but know that the true re- 
ward of the righteous and worthy 
labourer, who strives to perform his 
task and repineth not, i<< reserved 
to him by the free grace of his Master 
in that hereafter which ktioweth no 
termination. The application of this 
simile is too obvious to need our aid. 

BND OF THE SECOND CHAPTER. 



II. METAPHYSICS AND PHILOSOPHY OF THE RABBIES. 

Sepher Ikkarim : "book of phinciplbs : " by r. joseph albo. 
{Continued from page 398.) 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

In the course of our investigation, 
we now approach a subject of in- 
quiry alike important and useful; 
namely, Is the perfection imparted 
by the Divine law derived onlv from 
the whole of that law, or likewise 
from part thereof? This question^ 
according to our opinion, is the mat- 
ter of dispute between R. Simon the 
son of Laddsh, and R. Jochanan, in 
the Talmud. (Treatise Sanhedrin, 
folio 1110 The former asserts, that 
whosoever omits the observance of 
any one command of the law, is not 
entitled to the kingdom of heaven. 
The latter, on the contrary, main- 
tains, that if man duly and purely 
observes but one commandment, he 
inherits future life. In support of 
the assertion of R. Simon, it may be 
lU'ged, Why does the Divine Legis- 
lation burthen man with numerous 
commandments if the o^union of R. 
Jochanan be correct, that one com- 
mandment, duly observed, will secure 
eternal bliss ? Were we disposed to 
join the opinion of R. Simon, we are 
prevented by a serious obstacle from 
going along with him : For if the 
salvation of man is dependent on the 
full and entire observance of the 
whole of the law, it would be impos- 
sible to any man to attain the . per- 
fection of his purpose; as " there is 
no man on earth who doeth good 



and sinneth not.** And as, accord- 
ing to R. Simon, the transgression 
of any one commandment excludes 
man froni his eternal inheritance, the 
law, which is vouchsafed to mankind 
in order that by its guidance they 
may attain the perfection of their 
purpose, would totally thwart and 
render impossible the end and aim 
for which it was granted, by exclud- 
ing the whole human race; as not 
only the generality of mankind cannot 
perform all that it ordains, but even 
the pious man, who devotes himself 
to the special observance of the law, 
can hardly expect to come up to all 
its requisitions, or to perform every 
one of its minute commands. " Far 
be it from God to act unjustly, or 
Omnipotence to do wrong." And, 
moreover, it is a received, and estab- 
lished rule, " that all Israel have a 
portion in the life to come." (Tal- 
mud, treatise Sanhedrin, folio 90.) 

To solve the doubt arising from 
this difference of opinion, we say, 
that, in accordance with that spirit 
of ourreligion which prevails through- 
out the whole of the Divine law, the 
due and firm observance of one com- 
mandment will, as R. Jochanan 
saith, enable man to attain the per- 
fection of his purpose. The objec- 
tion which was urged against this 
opinion, and in support of the con- 
trary one, ** Why are so many com- 
mandments enjoined when one is 
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sufficient?" we meet by saying, that 
just as Providence has bestowed on 
animals not only what is conducive 
to their Welfare and perfection, but 
also that which renders their perfec- 
tion the greatest possible to which, 
according to their natnrer they can 
attain, (such as the double organs of 
the senses, &c.,) so has He bestowed 
on us the manifold commands of the 
law, in order that we too may be 
provided/not only with that which is 
conducive to pur welfare and perfec- 
tion, but also with that which ren- 
ders our perfection the greatest pos- 
sible which, according to oar nature, 
we may attain ; atfd likewise that the 
means of our arriving at the great 
end and aim of our being, may be 
abundantly within our reach ; as the 
impediments which thwart man in 
the performance of his duty are not 
unknown to the Great Author of all. 
[ The law, such as it has been revealed 
I to us, enables every man to work out 
I the perfection of his purpose by obey- 
ing any one pf its commandments, 
[ for God's sake, and with that purity 
, of intention and performance whicn 
his wqrship demands. Accordingly, 
, R. Chdhina the son of Akashia said, 
, (tredtise Makkoth, folio 23,) "The 
Holy One (blessed be He !) was gra- 
ciously pleased n IDT i» to render Is- 
rael righteous j therefore he increas- 
ed to them the laws and command- 
ments : As it is said, *The Lord is 
pleased for his righteousness ; he will 
enlarge the law and make it strong/ 
(Isaiah xlii. 21.)" Hence it is evi- 
dent, that the Rabbits maintain, 
that the many commandments of the 
law are given to enable us to attain 
eternal felicity : Whereas, if the ob- 
servance of aH be the indispensable 
condition, exclusion from that felici- 
ty would be the actual result pro- 
duced by the commandments. We 
likewise read in the Talmud, "R. 
Chanina the son of Theradion asked 
of R. Jose the son of Kismab, *What 
hopes can I have of future life ?* The 
latter replied, « Hast thou never done 
any (good) deed ?' R. Chanina an- 
swered, 'Occasionally I have "be^-^ 
stowed alms.' 'From this thou 
mayest hope,' was the reply." Thus 
we see, that whosoever obeys one of 
the six hundred and thirteen com- 
mandments of the law,— for God's 



sake only, and free from all earthly 
and selfish motives,— will thereby 
gain etern^ life. But though the 
due observance of one precept is suf- 
ficient, yet man is bound to obey 
all to the utmost of his power ; and 
the more complete his obedience, the 
niore exalted is the^degree of perfec- 
tion which he attains, and the greater 
the efficacy of his prayers. Who- 
ever, then, acts in accordance with 
the spirit of the law,— his intentions 
being pure, and his motive to obey 
the will of God,— can and may, by 
whatever action he performs, attain 
the perfection of his purpose; in- 
stances of which are numerous, and 
frequently cited throughout the Tal- 
mud. 

CHAPTER XXXI. 

The improvement which the soul, 
while connected with the body, de* 
rives from obeying the comiiiMid 
of the law is. that the fear of 
God becomes implanted within it. 
Through the possession of this 
quality the soul becomes elevated, 
and Susceptible of enjoying the fore- 
taste of eternal bliss, which is that 
real good reserved unto man : As 
the Sacred Singer says, "How great 
is thy goodness which thou hast laid 
up for them that fear thee ! " (Psalm 
XXX. 19.) In many other places of 
the Sacred Scriptures we find the 
fear of the Lord enforced, as pro- 
moting the eternal happiness of 
man. Nor must we ask. Why fear 
rather than knowledge of the Lord 
should conduce to the perfection of 
our purpose, since such is the enact- 
ment of Divine Wisdom. Accord- 
ingly, when the law directs us, *'The 
Lord, thy God thou shalt fear-" 
(Deut vi. 13 ;) this is not only' a 
special command, but comprises, at 
the same time, all other precepts 
Although Abraham was most pious! 
believmg, and holy in his life and 
actions, yet the epithet " God-fear- 
ing'* was not bestowed on him until 
he had >flonously overcome his last 
trial ; when it is said, "Now I know 
that thou fearest God." (Genesis 
xxii. 12.) 

The fear of the Lord is a most 
sublime and, at the same time, a 
most difficult quality for man to at- 
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tain ; and the sympathetic effect of 
obedience to the Divine laws is, 
that they produce in their observer 
f^enuine fear of God : Therefore Holy 
Writ tells us, " And now, O Israel, 
what doth the Lord thy <jod require 
of thee, but to fear the Lord thy Uod, 
to walk in all hi^ ways, and to love 
him, and to serve the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with ail thy 
souL'' (Deutx. 12.) The meaning 
is. Behold the great mercy of your 
God* who facilitates your arriving at 
the fear of him, by means of obev- 
ing the commanchnents which ne 
has given you, and without which 
you could not become caepable of 
fearing him. Thus David dedares, 
" The fear of the Lord is the begin- 
ning of wisdom, a trae good under- 
standing to all that do his command- 
ments." (Psalm cxi. 10.) On this 
verse our Rabbies, in the Talmudic 
treatise Berachoih, (folio 42,) thus 
comment : " To all thai do, not, to 
all that STUDY ;" thereby to teach us, 
that it is not the knowledge of the 
Divine precepts only, but thS actual 
observance, that implants on the 
heart and mind of man the fear of 
the Lord, the great means ^of attain- 
ing the perfection of our purpose. 
This is true wisdom ; as Job like- 
wise declares, " The fear of the Lord 
is wisdom." (Job. xxviii. 28.) As 
this quality is the essential means of 
obtaining eternal life, and as such is 
the principal result of obedience to 
the Divine commands, it behoves us 
more fully to expatiate on its nature ; 
to which we devote the next chap- 
ters. 

CHAPTER XXXII. 

Thb origin of fear is the draw- 
ing back of the doul, and its con- 
centrating within itself at perceiving 
something which inspires terror or 
causes awe. This may be done in 
two ways. First from the soul's dis- 
covering something that has the 
power of inflicting pain or suffering : 
And,Secondly,from the feelicg which 
causes it to shrink back with appre- 
hension, on the appearance of some- 
thing exceedingly grand, lofty, ex- 
alted, and high; the comparison 
with which causes the soul; from a 
sense of its own measureless inferi- 



ority, to be penetrated with awe, 
although it does not appreh^d any 
danger. The fear of God may be 
owing to the same two causes. Th& 
first kind of fear is cei^inly of a very 
low nature ; and he who obeys the 
Divine commandments from fear of 
punishment, ranks with him whose 
obedience is caused by the selfish 
expectation of reward. But though 
this species of fear is, as we have 
stated, of very inferior degree, it 
possesses the advantage of leading 
man on to the second species: Aa 
the performance of tihe sacred behests 
of tne law will purify and ennoble 
the mind until it Auses itself to the 
true and genuine fear of the Lord, 
arising from the contemplation of 
his infinite greatness, power, glory, 
and perfection. When man reflects 
on these essential attributes of the 
Creator, and compares (hem with his 
own nothingness, he will i>e filled 
with veneration; and, no longer 
thinking of the punishment which 
awaits the transgressor, he will trem- 
ble with shame and confusion at the 
idea of withstanding the will of so 
inconceivably and inexpressibly glo- 
rious a Being. It is a quality inhe- 
rent in the Imman soul, that, on dis- 
covering great perfections in ano- 
ther, it endeavours to assimilate 
itself and to approximate to such 
perfections as far as is possible with- 
in its power ; and, at all events," not 
to give way to the opposite defects 
while in the immediate presence of 
superior perfections, but to submit 
and do homage to their greater 
worth. This feeling is not peculiar 
to man, but w^ find that other ani- 
mals are in various degrees affected 
by the sense of his superiority, which 
impels them to submit to his go- 
vernance. And man would, in a 
similar manner, be impelled to sub- 
mit himself to the governance of his 
Creator, were he not impeded by 
evil passions. This is the meaning 
of R. Alexandrai, who says, in his 
prayer, preserved in the second chap- 
ter of the Talmudic treatise Bera- 
choth, •*^Lord of the universe, thou 
knowest that our intention is to obey 
thy will ; ]>ut what prevents us ? The 
leaven in the dough." By which 
expression he evidently alludes to 
the evil passions within us. And in 
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'^ order that man may be the more able 
to restrain the physical desires which 
prevent our obeying the commands^ of 
God, these are enforced by the de- 
nunciation of future penalties; the 
dread of which enables the intel- 
lectual part of man, which is of itself 
inclined to serve the Lord, to over- 
come the animal part which rebels 
against that service. Therefore both 
kinds of 'i fear, which at the oom- 
mencement of this chapter we men- 
.tioned, are requisite to man ; the first 
to influence his animal, the second 
his intellectual, part. And accord- 
ingly we find that Job vindicates him- 
self with having abstained from 
doing what is evil in the sight of the 
Lord, not only from fear of punish- 
ment^ but likewise out of veneration 
for the Omnipotent. He says, " For 
terrible to me was destruction from 
God, and before ^is exaltation I 
C0UI4 not withstand." (Job xxxi. 
23.) The destruction or punish- 
ment which awaits the sinner was 
one cause, which prevented his sin- 
ning. Veneration for the not-to-be- 
equalled glory of the Most High, 
made him incapable of withstanding 
his will. When he reproaches his 
friends, that their justification of his 
hard fate was hypocritical, and ex- 
horts them to fear the Lord, he tells 
them to^entertain both species of fear : 
*' He wiD surely reprove you ; if you 
do secretly accept persons, shall not 
his excellency make you afraid, and 
his dread faU upon you ? " (Job xiii. 
10, 11.) Here he mentions the pu- 
nishment they are to fear, and the 
excellency' they are to venerate. 
' These two sentmients constitute the 
true fear of the Lord; and he who 
entertains them is &>n^« «1% 
"<}od.fearing." 

•CHAPTEk'xf Xf il*. ' '\ • * 

In order that the observance of a 
Divine command may be complete, 
and promote that perfection of pur- 
pose for which it is instituted, it 
must be accompanied by a feeling of 
joy and gladness, which crowns the 
deed, and without which it is de- 
prived of its best ornament ; and, if 
accompanied with regret, it becomes 
nugatory as the result of reluctance 
anof constraint. Aristotle, in the 



second division of his Ethica Magna, 
says : '* The generous man who 
expends his gifts joyfully, performs 
a noble action : Whereas he who 
gives reluctantly and with regret, 
does a worthless deed.'* Holy Writ 
fixes the reward of charity cheer* 
fully bestowed, when it says, *' Thou 
shalt surely give him, ana thy heart 
shall not be grieved when thou 
givest unto him : Because that for 
this thing the Lord thy God shall 
bless thee in all thy works, and in all 
that thou puttest thine hand unto.'' 
(Deut. XV. 10.) Thus the blessing 
announced is more the reward of the 
joy which accompanies the deed, 
than of the deed itself. We like- 
wise find that Holy Writ assigns the 
heaviest punishment to them who do 
not jojrfully serve the Lord their 
God : As Moses declares : " Be- 
cause thou didst not serve the^kird 
thy God with joyfulness and with 
gladness of heart, in the abundance 
of all things ; therefore shalt thou 
3erve thine enemies, which the Lord 
thy God will send against thee, in 
hunger, and in thirst, and in naked- 
ness, and in the want of all things," 
&c. (DeaU xxviii. 47, 48.) The 
punishment is not denounced for 
not at all serving the Lord, but for 
not performing that service joyfully 
and with gladness of heart. For 
were we to assume that the intention 
of the Sacred Scriptures is here to 
reproach the Israelites with not hav 
ing served the Lord at all, when ii^ 
the midst of their affluence and pros- 
perity, the inference might thence be 
deduced, that man is only bound to 
serye the Lord when prosperous, 
which is directly contrary to the re- 
peated precepts of Holy Writ. The 
Sacred Singer likewise exclaims, 
" Serve ye the Lord with gladness." 
(Psalm c. 2.) 

Having before stated that the fear of 
the Lord was the result of serving 
him, and having now asserted that 
such serviee to be perfect must be 
joyfully performed, we might, per- 
haps, be taxed with inconsistency, 
as the two feelings are altogether 
irreconcilable. For he who is in 
fear cannot harbour gladness, and 
he who is really joyful entertains no 
fear. To shield ourselves against 
this reproach, we say : " If any action 
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restdtiDg from sooie one or other of 
the facidties of the soul, be properly 
performed, it proves that such fa- 
culty is perfect ; whereas, the con- 
trary proves the defective state of 
such facultv. And as it forms alike 
a part of human perfection not to 
stand in cowardly fear of that which 
in itself is not to be dreaded, and to 
feel afraid of that which really is ter- 
rifying, the reverse of either of these 
SMisations is a defect. He who wil- 
fully pokes his hand into the fire, 
proves the aberration of his mind or 
the palsied state of his hand. Hip- 
pocrates, in his second chapter, 
states, that *' he who feels no pain 
must labour under a diseased intel- 
lect.** If the soul fears that which 
really is to be dreaded, such fear is 
a proof of its perfect sanity or healthy 
state : And the more perfect its fa- 
cullies, the more will man conceive 
the greatness of the Creator; and the 
greater will be his dread of trans- 
gression. But when man finds him- 
self capable of such perception, he 
cannot avoid rejoicing that he should 



(To be continued.) 



in any degree know, approximate, 
and stand in relation to, so excellent 
a Being. Accordingly, the Royal 
Poet tells us, ** Serve ye the Lord 
with fear, and rejoice with trem- 
bling" (Psalm ii. 11.) That is to 
say, the service of the Lord requires 
fear and trembling, occasioned by 
his greatness and supreme perfec- 
tion ; but in order to render that 
service perfect, it must be performed 
with joy and gladness, resulting 
from the conviction, that, mean as 
man is, his obedience does still bring 
him into relation with his Creator. 
Thus fear and joy not only exist to- 
gether, but the latter crowns the act 
of obedience, which the former dic- 
tates : Therefore Solomon sakh, " It 
is joy to the righteous to do justice, 
but destruction to the evil doer." 
CProv. xxi. 15.) His meaning is, 
that as the righteous man rejoices in 
the performance of justice, his ^eed 
is perfect. Whereas, to the evil 
doer, who grieves at being compelled 
to act justly, his very act becomes 
destruction. 



III. SPIRIT OF THE JEWISH RELIGION. 



PASSOVER. 



HDfi, 

(Concluded from page 403 .| 
our brief sketch of such importance assigned to this one 

Were we to assume that 



Continuing 
the mighty events before us, we will 
not enter into a detail of what took 
place after the death of Joseph; — how 
he and his services were forgotten, 
how the descendants of Jacob were 
reduced to slavery, the cruel mea- 
sures adopted to check their increase, 
the providential preservation of Mo- 
ses, how he was appointed by the 
Deity to be the leader of Israel, and 
how, after a series of supernatural 
events, the Israelites were eventually 
and miraculously liberated; — we 
deem it needful to dwell only on the 
last of these occurrences, which is 
considered of such great importance 
in Holy Writ, that not only is every 
minute observance that keeps alive 
the memory of this fact repeatedly 
and most strictljr enjoined, (and se- 
vere punishment is denounced against 
the transgressor,) but it is made a duty 
** to remember the day of thy exit from 
the land of Mizraim, all the days of 
thy life." (Deut. xvi. 3.)' Why is 



event? Were we to assume 
gratitude alone for the great mercies 
conferred in liberating the nation 
from bondage, is a sufficient cause, 
a moment's reflection would tell us, 
that the Israelite, like every other 
human being, is so deeply indebted 
to the Divine goodness, that his ut- 
most gratitude is insufficient to ac- 
knowledge the countless mercies 
which every fresh-drawn breath con- 
fers upon him; and that any one 
event, however wonderful, mighty, 
or glorious, is lost in the inexpressi- 
ble total of obligations due to the 
Supreme Benefactor. We must, 
then, seek some other more sufficient 
cause : And due reflection will teach 
us, that it is not mere gratitude for 
benefits received, however great, 
which stamps the important^ of the 
exit from Egypt, but the instruction 
thereby aflforded, — not to Israelites 
alone, but to the whole human race, 
— on thesubject most precious and 
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interesting to man. We say, " to the 
whole human race :'* For, although 
their wondrous liberation, and selec- 
tion as a 4)eculiar people, do, pri- 
marily, concern the Israelite only, 
the great lesson to be derived from 
these facts is the general property 
of all mankind. The acceptance of 
the Israelites, — their being chosen by 
the Deity as His peculiar ^ people, — 
was not the consequence of, or re> 
ward due to, their merits : Tradition 
tella us that, during their stay in 
Egypt, they, like their task-masters, 
were sunk in gross idolatry. It was 
the faithfulness of their pious ances- 
tors which procured the children of 
Israel this distinguished mark of the 
Divine favour; as Holy Writ de- 
clares, " Only, the Lord had a de- 
light in thy fathers to love them, and 
he chose their seed after them, even 
you, above all people, as it is at this 
ay ." (Deut. x. 15.)^ And that faith- 
uln ess it is- whicH deeply concerns 
|1 mankind. . For though it is true, 
at other nations cannot become the 
seed of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
it is not less true that, if such be the 
will of God, they too may become 
Abrahams, Isaacs, and Jacobs, and 
have that mercy and grace extended 
to them which was the portion of the 
patriarchs of old, and the inheritance 
of their seed. This precious instruc- 
tion is derived from the facts which 
the paspha commemorates : Theoreti- 
cally contained in ,the doctrines of 
the Mosaic law, it is practically prov- 
ed by the history of Israel's hbera- 
tion. We find its theory in the Di- 
vine declaration, "Keeping mercy 
for thousands, forgiving iniquity, uid 
transgression, and sin," (Exodus 
xxxiv. 7,) and its practice in the 
cause which led to the acceptance of 
Israel by the Deity : As Holy Writ 
declares : ** The Lord did not set his 
love upon you, nor choose you be- 
cause ye were more in number than 
any people, for ye were the fewest 
of all people ; but because the Lord 
loved you, and because he would 
keep the oath which he had sworn 
unto your fathers, hath the Lord 
brought you out with a mighty hand, 
and redeemed you out of the house 
of bondage, from the hand of Pha- 
raoh king of Egypt. Know, there- 
fore, that the Lord thy God He is 

3 



God> the faithful God, who keepeth 
covenant and mercy with them that 
love him and keep his command- 
ments, to a thousand generations, 
and repayeth them that hate him to 
their face to destroy them ; he will 
not be slack to him that hateth him, 
he will repay him to his face." (Deut. 
vii. 7-10.) The meaning of the 
sacred writer is evident and clear : 
I'he Deity did not select you as 
forming the mass of mankind, o£ 
which you* are but a very small part ; 
but it was the covenant formed with 

Sour fathers which caused you to be 
berated, and preferred before other 
nations ; let this, then, be a proof to 
you, and to all mankind, that the 
Lord thy God He is God, the faithful 
God, who keepeth covenant and mercy 
them that love him and keep his 
commandments, to a thottsand genera^ 
turns. From these words is derived 
the great principle of all religion ; 
which we will endeavour to illus- 
trate. 

It has often been said, that the 
Mosaic law is imperfect, because all 
its promises are nierely temp6ral, 
and it does not plainly teach the 
most sublime maxims of religious 
faith, — the immortality of the soul, 
and a future state. This reproach, 
however^ can only have been origin- 
ated by those whose judgments were 
too shallow to penetrate into, or to 
appreciate, the profundity and spirit 
of the Israelitish legislation. So far 
from granting that their assertion is 
well founded or proves the imper- 
fection of the Mosaic system, we, on 
the contrary, maintain, that it is in 
every respect perfect, and worthy of 
its Divine origin ; and that the want 
of a plain and distinct statement of 
the soul's immortality, and its reward 
or punishment hereafter, does most 
fully prove the perfection of the sys- 
tem revealed to our fathers by God, 
through his servant Moses. We 
entertain the most complete inward 
conviction that the assertion we have 
now advanced is true; and most 
happy shall we feel if we can, in a 
few brief sentences, demonstrate to 
our readers the leasoning on which 
our conviction is founded, and ob- 
tain their heart-felt assent to our 
conclusions. 
Religion teaches man such trutha 
H 2 
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as are beyond the reach or grasp of 
his senses ; its lessons are, however, 
conveyed in language, an offspring 
of human senses.. If the doctrines 
of religion could possibly be express- 
ed through the means of human lan- 
guage, so as to become completely 
clear to the senses. Divine revellition 
would be superfluous ; for the unaid- 
ed reason of a Soc^^s or a Plato 
might have superseded the mission 
of inspired Moses. But such is not, 
and can never be, the case : Human 
language, the offspring of human 
senses, formed by human faculties, 
must necessarily remain' finite and 
imperfect, like its origin, and cannot 
clearly express that which is bevond 
the reach of its parent. When, there- 
fore, we use the words " the soul," 
or y spiritual being," we say that of 
which we have no knowledge, can 
form no precise idea, and to which 
we consequently cannot assign a just 
and correct appellation. Not only 
are those in error who altogether 
deny the immortality of the soul be- 
cause they cannot conceive what 
" immortal " really means ; but those 
likewise who pretend, by means of 
human reasoning only, to establish 
that doctrine, are equally mistaken. 
Without entering into any disputa- 
tion with the latter, and even willing 
to concede the super-human capa- 
bility of their reasoning-^ powers, we 
would simply ask them. From what 
language will you borrow expressions 
sufficiently clear to place your won- 
derful wisdom within the grasp of 
our conception ? Ae all language 
emanates from the senses, how will 
you find words to demonstrate that 
which is altogether above their ut- 
most faculties? Can we correctly 
imderstand how a being <;an be a 
whole, distinct and separate from 
other similar beings, occupying space 
or no space, and yet be incorporeal ? 
If it occupies space, how can it be 
incorporeal ? If it occupies no space, 
how can it be distinct and separate 
from other similar beings ? Granted 
that the soul is immortal, what proof 
can reason adduce, that, when sepa- 
rated from the bodyt the spirit retams 
a consciousness of events which took 
place while itwas connected with mat- 
ter? And if that consciousness cannot 
be proved to exist, in what degree can 



the soul, in its present state, feel in- 
terested in its hereafter ; as retuning 
no trace of the past, the future must 
to it be an altogether strange state of 
existence. We think that questions 
like these must ever remain unan- 
swerable to human reason.. And 
whatever conceriis the immortality 
of the soul, and its future state, can 
only be taught by revealed religion ; 
not in direct words ; for what words 
can clearly define a doctrine alto- 
gether beyond tjie grasp and com- 
prehension of language ? but, like the 
animating spirit m the human body, 
discerned . only by its powers, and 
the effects it produces, so must this 
docti^ne pervade the whole religious 
system, aiscemible by its influence 
in every part. When we contem- 

Slate the law of Moses, and do not 
ehold the immortality of the soul 
distinctly announced, we are in the 
same situation as when we see a 
living and moving man, whose ani-* 
mating principle we cannot perceive. 
Nevertheless, as convinced as we are 
that man, who breathes^ moves, and 
performs his corporeal functions, is 
animate, — ^because we cannot sepa- 
rate the idea of his activity iKiich we 
see, from Che animating principle 
which we do not see, — we are equally 
convinced that the law of Moses, — 
which presents to us the precepts 
and commandments which the Deity 
has laid down for the guidance of 
man, — must likewise . contain the 

Erinciple of the soul's immortality ; 
ecause we cannot sepsurate the re- 
vealed will of God, which we read 
and understand, from that sublime 
doctrine, to define which language 
affords no adequate expressions. 
The truth of the law of Moses, in 
all its parts, is clear and positive ; 
and was fully proved by evidence 
satisfactorily demonstrated to the 
senses of every individual composing 
the Israelitish nation. Had it been 
possible that proof equ^y clear and 
positive should have been afforded of 
the endless duration of the soul, 
after its separation from the body, 
and the difference made between the 
righteous and the wicked in an after- 
state, faith would entirely have 
ceased, and religious obedi^ce lost 
its merit ; for it is equally impossible 
that religion should be based on in- 
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fidelity, as that it should rest on 
certainty so sensibly demonstrated 
as to render faith useless. And 
whereas the true merit of obedience 
to the law of God consists in sacri- 
ficing the present gratification of 
our appetites and desires to His 
commands, and to the humble hope 
that His mercy will deign to accept 
our service ; had the positive assur^ 
ance of future reward been clearly 
pronounced by the law of Moses, 
and deiHonstrated by the evidence of 
the senses, like. every other part of 
his precepts ; obedience would have 
degenerated into a base traffic, in 
which man, like a usurer, parts from 
transient enjoyments of a limited 
nature, in order to receive a bound- 
less and unceasing reward. Moses 
implanted this most sublime doc- 
trine, the immortality of the soul, 
into the spirit of his reli^ous legis- 
lation. He established, m the most 
clear and convincing msmner, that 
the system he taught was actually 
revealed by God, because the Divine 
prescience by which he was inspired 
taught him to know, that it was im- 
possible any believer in divinis reve- 
lation coula separate or avoid being 
inwardly convinced of the truth of 
that fundamental docl;rine, although 
it was not expressly declared. Nay, 
suc^ is the essential quality of his 
law, that whosoever believeth and 
obeyeth has already a foretaste of 
future bliss ; as Moses himself de- 
clares: ".Ye who did cleave unto 
the Lord your God are alive every 
one of you this day." (Deut. iv. 4.) 
His meaning is. Even this day, 
while yet in your mortal state, ye 
participate* ih that true life which is 
the inneritance of those who cleave 
unto the Lord their God. Should 
the question be pyt, why Moses does 
not here distinctly declare the mean- 
ing we assign to his words ; we, in 
return, wodd ask the objector to 
tell us, why Moses, when he relates 
the creation of the heavenly orbs, 
does not tell us whether and by 
whom they are inhabited. The an- 
swer to both questions is the same: 
Moses only stated that which could 
be proved as true by the evidence of 
the senses. Whatever was beyond that 
evidence, he left to the inward feelings 
cf those to whom his precepts were 



directed. Therefore, he tells them, 
that, if they obey the laws of God, 
the rain would be granted to their * 
land in due season; and other the 
like temporal promises, the fulfiU 
ment of which is clear and demon- 
strable to the senses. Nor can he 
who believes the truth of the law 
fail to know and believe the immor- 
tality of his soul ; a doctrine not to 
be defined by words, but to be recog- 
nised by a presentiment of the un- 
dying spirit within, as the beacon 
• which lights the path of its return 
to its father-land. What words, in- 
deed, could describe the 'bliss and 
beatitude of the righteous, the suffer- 
ing and reprobation of the wicked ? 
Even the inspired poet king, en- 
lightened as was his mind, cannot 
otherwise express the happiness of a 
future state than by exclaiming, 
" How great is thy goodness which 
thou hast laid up for those that fear 
- thee !'* (Psalm] xxxi. 19) Should 
Moses, too, have acquainted us with 
these important doctrines in a simple 
exclamation ? Had he at all dilated 
on this subject, he must have ex- 
plained to us the essence and nature 
of the soul, in order that we might 
comprehend in what its rewaid or 
punishment could consist ; how the 
eternal duration of the latter was 
reconcilable to Divine mercy; and 
many other sul^ects, all of which, as 
we have already demonstrated, are 
not within the grasp or comprehen- 
sion of language. Still the doctrine 
is incorporated in the law, and 
brought into the closest connexion 
with the events of the pascha, as 
yery little reflection will prove. 
Abndiam, "the friend" of the Lord, 
with whodk; -the Creator of the 
universe made a covenant, to whom 
the All-just pledged himself, and 
declared, " By myself have 1 sworn, 
saith the Lord, that in blessing I will 
bless thee, smd I will multiply thy 
seed as the stars of heaven, and as 
the sand which is on the sea shor&;" 
(Gen. xxii. 16, 17 i) Abraham, to 
whom the most glorious promises 
« (but all to be fulfilled at a subsequent 
period) were maifle by the Most 
High; — ^this Abraham died like an 
orcQnary mortal ; his dust mingled 
with his parent earth, like that of the 
most wicked transgressor; nothing 
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remains of either of tkem. And yet 
the one was the friend^ the other the 
enemy, of God ! Abraham was pro- 
mised the possession of the land of 
Canaan ; of which, however, the only 
part he ever held was the f^rave pur- 
chased from Ephron the Hittite, in 
which he was to rest at the side of 
his beloved Sar$di. Is it consonant 
with the ordinary feelioffs of human 
nature, or the dictates of human rea- 
son, that a man should feel greatly 
interested in events which are to 
befal his descendants at a distance 
of four centuries and more after his 
dissolution ? When Hezekiah, king 
of Judah, was told by the prophet, 
that his descendants would, at a dis- 
tant day, be the humble and captive 
attendants on the kings of Babylon, 
his answer was, " Good is the word 
of the Lord wbdch thou hast spoken. 
He said, moreover, For there will 
be peace and truth in my days.'' 
(Isaiah xxxix. 8.) This indifiference 
to the fate of remote descendants is 
more in unison with human nature 
than to expect that the heart of an 
aged man should greatly rejoice at 
the merciful promise, that his seed, 
after four hundred years of dire 
bondage should at last be triumph- 
antly delivered. What was the satis- 
faction reserved to the generations 
who, during their whole life-time, 
groaned beneath the scourge of their 
relentless taskmasters, and whose 
broken spirit left their worn-out 
frame ? What satisfaction was it for 
them to know, that succeeding gene- 
rations would be less wretched than 
they had been ? How is it possible 
that he who believes that the Deity 
did pledge himself to Abraham, — 
which pledge was subsequently, long 
after the patriarch's death, most mira- 
culously and literally fulfilled, — 
should not also believe that Abra- 
ham, the friend of God, does still 
exist ? that his spirit still survives in 
that eternity, tp which four centuries, 
and their crowded events, appear but 
like the space and transactions of the 
past minute ? This belief alone can 
solve the piany questions we have 
enumerated ; it cwa alone complete 
the connexion between the promises 
made to Abraham, and the predic- 
tion that his descendants should be 
slaves, with their subsequent actual 



deliverance. Thus the fact, that the 
soul is immortal, and that this doc- 
trine IS theoretically incorporated 
with the laws of Moses, and practi- 
cally proved by the history of events 
which he narrates, is the second 
great principle established by the 
exit from Egypt. 

But it is not past events only, it 
is future occurrences likewise, of 
which the history of the miraculous 
liberation of Israel shows us the 
mirror. . Wonderful occurrences, 
such as that history relates, repeated 
inversions of the course of nature, 
and the visible interposition of Om- 
nipotence, were not undertaken in 
vain, nor without motives adequate 
and sufficiently important. To say 
that these motives, whatever they 
were, have already been fully at- 
tained, is quite irreconcilable with 
what we see around us. What! 
*' Hath God assayed to g6 and take 
him a nation from the midst of ano- 
ther nation, by temptations, by 
signs, and by wonders, and bv war, 
and by a mighty hand and out- 
stretched arm, according to all that 
the Lord your God did for vou in 



Egypt before your eyes ? " lias he 
followed up these his mighty won- 
ders by the gracious declaration. 



"Ye shall be a peculiar treasure 
unto me, above all people, (for all the 
earth is mine,) and ye shall be unto 
me a kingdom of priests, and an 
holy nation? " Did he continue his 
direct and providential interpositions 
in their behalf for no other purpose 
than that they might, for a short 
time, possess a narrow territory, be 
harassed in that possession by power- 
ful neighbours, exiled, restored, and, 
after suffering every species of out- 
rage and injury, at length become 
expelled from that land, and scat- 
tered over the face of the earth dur- 
ing a period of time greatly exceeding 
the entire duration of their political 
existence ? Was it for this that all 
nature was made subservient to their 
deliverance? Was it for this that 
Mizraim's proud river saw its waters 
turned into blood, that noxious ani- 
mals and insects executed the pro- 
phet's bidding, and disappeared at 
his command ? that the sun lost its 
light ? that the war of the elements 
was excited or hushed at the signal 
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given by mortal man ? that the 
avenging angel went forth to smite 
the hopes of an entire nation ? that 
the waters of the ocean opened to 
give a safe passage to Israel's host, 
"the floods stood upright as an 
heap, and the depths were congealed 
in the heart of the sea ? " Was it 
for this that their food rained from 
heaven, and that the walls of mighty 
cities fell at the sound of their trum- 
pets? Were all these wonders 
wrought for no other purpose than 
to adorn the history of a wretched 
race of captive exiles, who, during 
hundreds of years, have been a prey 
to fire and to sword, to obloquy and 
contempt, to tyranny and oppres- 
sion; whose fate has been alike 
" the jest of folly and the scorn of 
pride ? " It is true, their present suf- 
ferings are the just punishment of 
former sins. What now befals them 
had been long predicted. Not with- 
out caution did they persevere in 
their career of iniquity. But were 
not their sins, as well as their suffer- 
ings, foreseen by that Deity whose 
rce had once exalted them so high ? 
it consistent with his all-perfect 
wisdom, that his wondrous interpo- 
sition and his mighty power should 
have been employed to produce such 
a result ? What ! is the chosen peo- 
ple of God to. sink so low, that the 
greatest happiness to which they 
dare aspire, is their being assimilated 
to the other nations of the earth? 
Is the purpose for which they were 
chosen, and appointed to be a king- 
dom of priests, already and fully at- 
tained ? Where is the reflecting ob- 
server who, in the present state of 
mankind^ shall presume to answer 
these questions m the afiirmative ? 
Where is the arrogant mortal who 
shall dare to fathom the counsels of 
Omnipotence, or to predict how the 
future is to crown the past ? No ; 
though we knSw not how or when it 
may please the Deity to stretch forth 
his mighty arm, " to remember his 
covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, 
and with Jacob, and to remember 
the land," yet this we know, that his 
purpose, — the beneficent intention 
which is to be carried into effect 
through the instrumentality of his 
chosen people, — is not, as yet, by any 
means accomplished : [Not^ yet are 



they become the means of fulfilling 
the Divine promise to Abraham: 
** In thee shall all the families of the 
earth be blessed." All human con- 
jectures how this is to be done, are 
idle and presumptuous. The Deity 
acts according to his own infinite 
greatness and wonderful counsel; 
not according to the shallow devices 
of human weakness, and its puerile 
ideas. When the Israelites spent 
their weary years of captivity in 
Egypt, — although they knew of the 
Divine promise to their father Abra- 
ham, — they could not] conceive how 
that promise was to be realized. 
Many are the promises which the 
Sacred Scriptures have treasured up, 
and which predict the liberation of 
Israel, and the happiness, through 
them, of all mankind ; but how these 
promises are to be fulfilled, we can- 
not comprehend. When the prophet 
declares to Israel, that, ''as at the 
day of his exit from Egypt, I will 
shew him wonders," it is clear he 
does not 'mean that similar^ won- 
ders to those which accompanied 
Israel's liberation from Egypt, will 
take place at their restoration from 
their present exile ; but that, as those 
events were unexpected, wonderful, 
and beyond the reach of human con- 
jecture, in like manner willthe events 
that are to accomplish the final de- 
liverance of Israel, and the happiness 
and perfection of all mankind, exceed 
the utmost reach of human under- 
standing and expectation : Thus the 
Sacred Singer saith, "When the 
Lord again delivers Zion, we are like 
them that dream." (Psalm cxxvi. 1*) 
He does not tell us what events will 
then take place, but that they will 
be so astounding, and so utterly be- 
yond our expectations, that we shall 
appear as if awaking from a state 
of stupor : Accordingly the prophet 
saith, " Behold the days come, saith 
the Lord, that they shall no more 
say. As the Lord liveth which brought 
up the children of Israel from the 
land of Egypt; but. As the Lord 
liveth which brought up and led 
Israel from the north country, and 
from all the countries whither I have 
driven them : And they shall dwell 
in their own land." (Jer. xxiii. 7.) 
Thus the fact^ that the final purpose 
for which the Lord vouchsafed to 
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extend his miraculous aid to the 
Israelites, to reliere them from 
Egypt, and to constitute them his 
peculiar people, in order that they 
might be a kingdom of priests, pro- 
pagatinff his holy name, and the 
knowledge of lus sacred truths 
among mankind, and that thus event- 
ually all the families of the earth 
may be blessed, — that this final and 
important purpose, which can only 
be effected by Israelites, is not yet 
accomplished^ is the third great 
principle which we derive from the 
festory of tiie^ exit (^ the Israelites 
from Egypt. 

These three principles, which ema- 
nate from this wonderful event, being 
of such great and universal impor- 
tance, it is no longer surprising that 
the law of Moses should so strictly 
enjoin the observance of those cere- 
monies which perpetuate the memorv 
of that event. Accordingly, we read, 
*' Seven days shall ther^be no leaven 
found in your houses ; for whosoever 
eateth that which is leavened, even 
that soul shall be cut off from the 
congregation of Israel." (Ex. xii. 19.) 
liCt not the hyper-refinement of the 
present day cavil at the Divine com- 
mand, or assert that the crime bears 
no proportion to its punishment. 
Simple as is the observance, it be- 
comes of consequence, because it 
bears evidence to the most important 
fact recorded in sacred history ; that 
fact which is at once the basis and 
great testimony on which rests the 
truth of revealedreligion. No other na- 
tion on the face of the earth does, in an 
uninterrupted chainof succession from 
fatiier to son, commemorate events 
which occurred upwards of three 
thousand years ago. And, when we 
consider tnat with this event is con- 
nected> and indissolubly bound up, 



the subsequent historv of the na^on 
pre-eminently destinea to be the in- 
strument of Providence for carrying 
into effect the beneficent purposes of 
the Deity towards the whole human 
race, and to promote the happiness of 
aH mankind, it becomes important to 
every man, that whatever contributes 
to support the evidence which attests 
the truth of these events ought to be 
preserved inviolate: And he who 
wantonly transgresses the Divine 
prohibition does not only rebel 
against the revealed will of his God, 
but endeavours to undernfine, and, 
as far as in his power lies, to de- 
stroy, the proof on which that reveal- 
ed will is founded, and by which it 
is upheld. Therefore does Moses 
wind up his exhortation to the Israel- 
ites, respecting the paschal observ- 
ances in the following words : ''And 
when thy son asketh thee in time to 
come, saying. What mean the testi- 
monies and the statutes which the 
Lord our God hath commanded you } 
then thou shalt say unto thy son, 
We were Pharaoh's bondmen in 
Egypt, and the Lord brought us out 
of Egypt with a mighty hand. And 
the Lord showed signs and wonders, 
great and sore, upon Effypt, upon 
Pharaoh, and upon all his household, 
before our eyes. And he brought us 
out from thence, that he might bring . 
us, and give us the land which he 
sware to our fathers. And the Lord 
commanded us to do all these sta- 
tutes, to fear the Lord our God for 
our good always, that he might pre- 
serve us alive as at this day. And it 

SHALL BE righteousness UNTO US, 
IF WE OBSERVE TO DO ALL THESE 
COMMANDMENTS BEFORE THE LORD 
OUR OOD, AS HE HATH COMMANDED 

US." (Deut. vi. 20-25.) 
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